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7/1/2021 

 A Fort Meyers man was seriously injured yesterday in a Lake Placid traffic accident. According 
to reports, the unidentified 50-year-old driver was in a sport utility vehicle and attempted to cross 
railroad tracks near the intersection of Harris Drive and Sunset Terrace.
  The SUV was hit broadside by a southbound freight and pushed for a distance down the track. 
He was taken to a local hospital. Authorities indicate there were no mechanical arms at the 
crossing.

  Preparations are ramping up for a weekend-full of activities commemorating the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. First up will be Sun 'N Lake with a Friday evening fireworks 
display. That will be preceded by activities and a food truck rally.
  Avon Park will have their display over Lake Verona on Saturday with Sebring and Lake Placid 
to hold their celebration on Sunday.

  Officials at the Sebring International Raceway are reminding members of the Sebring Nation 
that they are working to retain their crown as North America's Best Motorsports Race in the USA 
Today's 10best poll.
  The 12 Hours of Sebring currently is running a strong second - but there only are a few days 
left. Residents are reminded they can vote once a day on each of their devices, including 
desktops, laptops, tablets and smartphones.
   To vote go to 10best.com

http://10best.com/


  Shoppers alert - we'll be celebrating more than American Indpendence Day this weekend! A 
new sales tax holiday begins today.  
  Consumers may purchase qualifying recreation and outdoor items such as camping, fishing 
and boating supplies as well as admissions to festivals, museums, parks and other 
entertainment and cultural events.
  They will be exempt from tax during the so-called Freedom Week Sales Tax Holiday. The 
event will extend through next Wednesday, July 7.

7/2/2021

 A weekend-full of pyrotechnics and more begins tonight -celebrating America's 1776 
Declaration of Independence from Great Brittian. Sun 'N Lake will kick things off with activities, a 
food truck rally and fireworks. That will commence this evening at 7:00 in and around the 
community center.
  Avon Park will have their display over Lake Verona tomorrow night. Frostproof will hold their 
"Lights on the Lake event Saturday as well. That will commence at 6:00 with booths and food 
trucks at Lake Clinch Beach
 Sebring and Lake Placid will hold their celebration on Sunday evening - as will Zolfo Springs - 
that will be at Pioneer Park.
  Also on Sunday will be the Highlands Lakeside Theater's annual Patriotic Revue. That will run 
every hour on the hour from 11am until 3pm. A picnic lunch also will be available as part of 
those festivies in Anthony's Lounge.

  A Lake Placid student is getting ready to put a recent prize to good use. Aleah Walker 
recieved  the "Max Gooding Best of Show" award for her painting "Metamorphosis."   Walker 
says she will put the scholarship stipend toward her upcoming tuition payment at South Florida 
State College.

7/5/2021

  Highlands County officials are cautioning residents to get ready for the onset of Tropical Storm 
Elsa. It's believed that the storm will bring some winds and a lot of rain to the area - but will be a 
good wake-up call for people to get ready for the onset of the hurricane season.
  Currently Elsa is sweeping along Cuba’s southern coast, and forecasters expect it to make 
landfall on the island’s central shore by mid-afternoon.
  Elsa is slated then to head for Florida, where a state of emergency has been declared in 15 
counties, including Hardee.

  There were some accidents that kept law enforcement and first responders busy over the 
weekend here in Highlands County.
  A Sebring man was killed yesterday in a single vehicle accident at State Road 66 and Sparta 
Road. Florida Highway patrol reports indicate the driver was westbound on '66 and lost control 
of his pickup. The vehicle overturned and ejected the driver - who was pronounced dead at the 
scene.
  Authorities say the mishap started a brush fire as well.

 Earlier, there was a serious wreck at State Road 70 at County Road 29 involving several 



vehicles. Some of the victims were airlifted out while others reportedly were taken by 
ambulance.

 Late last night there was a snarl on Highway 27 near the Hammock Road intersection west of 
Sebring. No indication on any injuries there.

  Today is the last day for people to vote to keep the 12 Hours of Sebring as "North America's 
Best Motorsports Race." Sebring has topped the USA Today's 10best poll for the past couple of 
years. However, this year, they are in second position - behind the Indy 500.
  Residents are reminded they can vote once a day on any of their devices including desktops, 
laptops, tablets and smartphones - at 10best.com

7/6/2021

  Tropical Storm Elsa is coming ashore at the Florida Keys. The storm system’s top winds have 
been clocked at about 60 mph, and a hurricane watch is in effect for parts of Florida's Gulf 
coast.
  Locally we have been forecast for a couple of inches of rain and possibly some wind events. 
Highlands County officials are distributing sandbags at Road & Bridge Department offices in 
Sebring, Avon Park and Lake Placid for those who need them.  
  Governor Ron Desantis has expanded a state of emergency to a dozen counties in the Big 
Bend area where the storm is forecast to come ashore.

  The way you keep your dog may change under provisions being pushed by the Humane 
Society of Highlands County. At their meeting today, Commissioner Kathy Rapp says the local 
organization has legislation prepared about the way dogs will - and will not - be allowed to be 
tethered.
  Commissioners instructed County Administrator Randy Vossburg to work with Highlands 
County Animal Control officials on preparing the new statutes.

  It will be a split shift for the Highlands County commission today. Following their morning 
meeting, they will have a town hall meeting to explain the upcoming budget to citizens. That will 
be the first of the first of three such sessions. Tonight it will be at the Government Center in 
Sebring, tomorrow evening in Avon Park then in Lake Placid Thursday night.

  West Sebring firefighters were out last night battling the flames. A house on Santa Barbara 
Street reportedly caught fire shorly after 8:00. Units reportedly were on scene for several hours 
trying to get it extinguished.
  No people were hurt, however it appears some of the pets there may have been lost. No dollar 
damage estimate has been released. The state fire marshal's office has been called in to 
determine the cause of that blaze.

  Highlands County school board members will gather for a special session this afternoon. At 
issue there wil be a digital alarm system. The Centegix Crisis Alert equipment is   bluetooth and 
is activated by cards carried by employees.
  School Board officials reportedly will ask for a 3-year deal on the $700,000 contract.

   Highlands County is bracing for the effects of Tropical Storm Elsa. The big weather system is 

http://10best.com/


back over water and still producing heavy rains as it leaves Cuba.
  Elsa is expected to move near the lower Florida Keys and the Dry Tortugas today, then move 
up the state's west coast.
  Governor Ron DeSantis now has expanded an existing state of emergency to cover a dozen 
counties in Florida's Big Bend area - where Elsa is expected to make a swift passage tomorrow.
  Elsa’s maximum sustained winds currently are clocked at 60 mph. Its core is about 80 miles 
south-southwest of Key West, and is moving to the north-northwest at 13 mph

  It will be a double header for Highlands County commissioners today. They first will meet in 
regular session this morning, then will hold a budget meeting this evening.
  At this morning's session, commissioners are expected to approve assessments for fire 
protection and trash collection - both are expected to increase. They also are expected to 
rubber stamp several thousands of dollars to bring baseball and golfing tournaments to the 
county.
  This evening, commissioners will hold the first of three town hall meetings to explain the 
upcoming budget to citizens. Tonight it will be in Sebring, tomorrow evening in Avon Park then 
in Lake Placid Thursday night.

7/7/2021

Tropical Storm Elsa is on her way out. The bulk of the big storm passed by in the Gulf overnight. 
So far, officials say there have been no reports of any wind damage or flooding although there 
has been a LOT of rain.
  Highlands County Road & Bridge staff will continue to hand out sandbags today for those who 
need them. It's a do-it-yourself process, with empty bags being provided at Road & Bridge 
locations in Avon Park, Sebring and Lake Placid. It's ten bags per person. Residents will need a 
shovel and a partner to help with filling sandbags at sand pile locations.  
  
  The way you keep your dog may change under provisions being pushed by the Humane 
Society of Highlands County. At their meeting yesterday, Commissioner Kathy Rapp said the 
local organization has legislation prepared about the way dogs will - and will not - be allowed to 
be tethered.
  Commissioners instructed County Administrator Randy Vossburg to work with Highlands 
County Animal Control officials on preparing the new statutes.

  Highlands County commissioners began a process of explaining the upcoming budget to 
residents last night. They held the first of three planned "Town Hall" meetings at the Highlands 
County Government Center.
  The second one will be this evening at the Avon Park Community Center with the third to be 
tomorrow evening at the Lake Placid Government Center - all begin at 6pm.
  The county's first budget workshop will be next Tuesday at 9am.

  A Manatee County teen reportedly has been killed in a Hardee County traffic accident. Florida 
Highway Patrol reports say the young man was driving his pickup on Highway 64. He lost 
control of the truck just east of Kelly Roberts Road.
  The vehicle hit a culvert and overturned - ejecting the driver. He was taken to a hospital where 
he later expired. Troopers say the 18-year-old driver was not buckled up.

7/8/2021



  A candle left unattended is being blamed for a fire in Lake Placid that caused around $10,000 
damage. Units from Placid Lakes and Highlands Park were called to the house on Martinique 
Avenue NE.
  Authorities say one room was involved when units arrived at the scene - but it quickly was 
knocked down. There was signficant smoke damage throughout the structure - but no injuries 
were reported.

  There were no serious injuries but traffic was tied up for quite a while when a car and a truck 
collided yesterday morning on State Road 70. Florida Highway Patrol Reports say the car, 
driven by a Cape Coral woman, pulled out to pass slower traffic and ran head on into a tractor 
trailer rig.
  The 37-year-old woman reportedly was buckled up and suffered minor injuries. No charges in 
the incident are listed.

  Highlands County commissioners will wind up the process of explaining the upcoming budget 
to residents this evening. A "Town Hall" style meeting is slated for 6:00 at the Government 
Center in Lake Placid.
  A session was held last night in the Community Center in Avon Park. The inaugural meeting in 
Sebring was cancelled Tuesday as the outter bands of Tropical Storm Elsa swept through the 
area - that has been rescheduled to this coming Monday evening at 6..
  The county's first budget workshop will be next Tuesday morning at 9:00.

   Highlands County Sheriff Paul Blackman wants YOU! Officials at the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office say they are seeking volunteers to assist the Uniform Patrol function as Civilian 
Volunteer Patrol members.
   The CVP will be a uniformed position but non-paid and non-sworn. It will require volunteers to 
operate sheriff's vehicles and attend training classes to familiarize themselves with departmental 
procedures.
  Duties will include funeral escorts, property checks and traffic direction among other things.

  Another happy ending to a dog story. Animal Control Services reportdly found that dog with a 
bucket on its head down in the Lake Placid area. It remains unclear how they corralled the 
animal, but they captured the dog and removed the open-ended plastic bottle from its head.
  It now has been taken to the Humane Society of Highlands County as they either locate an 
owner or put the dog up for adoption.
  Authorities say despite its ordeal - the Cur Dog doesn't seem the worse for wear.

7/9/2021

  A blaze at a residence on Century Blvd kept Firefighters in the Avon Park area busy during the 
early morning hours. The call came in shortly before 1:30 this morning.
  Units from West Sebring and the city of Avon Park responded to the blaze. Reportedly, the 
manufactured home was fully involved when they arrived at the scene.
  No injuries reported. The Fire Marshal's office has been called in to determine the cause. 
Reportedly, the residence was totally destroyed.

  There were no serious injuries but part of Highway 27 was closed last night in Avon Park when 
a car hit a power pole. The incident occurred about 10:30 near the intersection of Winthrop 
Street.



  The force of the impact dislodged a power line. The northbound lanes were shut while Duke 
Energy Crews effected repairs.

  A Lake Placid couple reportedly have been arrested in Frostproof, after Polk County Sheriff's 
deputies found them in a stolen car. The pair led deputies on a brief chase, where stop-sticks 
were deployed to bring the Kia Forte to a halt.
  35-year-old Nikita Starkey surrendered to police while the driver, 21-year-old Ste'Qua 
Hawthorne was found hiding in a wooded area.
  Hawthorne has been charged with Grand Theft Auto, Fleeing to Elude and resisting arrest, 
while Starkey faces multiple drug charges as well as possession of personal identification.
  Both were booked into the Polk County jail.

7/12/2021

  Highway 98 east of Arbuckle Creek was closed in both directions for several hours this 
morning following a fatal car crash there. Florida Highway Patrol officials have refused to 
release any details about the mishap.
  It is known the accident occurred near the Gator Shack restaurant around 2:00 this morning. 
Witnesses report it appears to have been a head-on collision.

  A multi-car tangle on the Sebring Parkway is causing cars to be detoured. That one occurred 
near the Gardenview interchange shortly before 10:20 this morning.

  There were some tense moments but all ended peaceably in a standoff situation in the Venus 
area over the weekend. According to reports, 32-year-old Jesse Lee Jon Frazier barricaded 
himself inside a mobile home on Recreation Drive Saturday as Highlands County Sheriff's 
deputies tried to serve an arrest warrant.
  After an unsuccessful negotiation, deputies reportedly lobbed teargas canisters inside the 
residence. Frazier then surrendered.
   In addition to the warrant, Frazier was charged with resisting arrest and possession of a 
weapon by a convicted felon.
 
  An accident yesterday on Desoto City Road south of Sebring claimed a life. According to 
reports, a car driven by an unidentified Sebring woman went out of control near the intersection 
of Roanoke Street and slammed into a concrete pole.
  A passenger in the car, identified only as a 24-year-old Sebring man, was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

  Avon Park city council members will discuss how some new state laws may affect the City of 
Charm when they meet tonight. One is the ability for residents who make code enforcement 
complaints to remain anonymous, the other regards home-based businesses.
  In other action, the council will hear about the removal of Asbestos from a couple of local 
buildings and a planned Model Airplane Event.



  Highlands County commissioners will wind up their Town Hall-style meetings tonight to explain 
the upcoming county budget. Tonight's session is a make good from last Tuesday. That meeting 
was postponed as Tropical Storm Elsa passed by.
  County officials say many people don't know how the budget process works and it might be 
hard for regular citizens to understand.
   The meeting will be held tonight beginning at 6:00 in the Highlands County Government 
Center in Sebring.

7/13/2021

   Florida Highway Patrol officials finally are releasing some information about that fatal traffic 
crash early yesterday near the Gator Shack restaurant. According to reports, an unknown 
person was driving a car west on US Highway 98 and failed to negotiate a curve.
  The sedan went off the road, hit a tree and caught fire. The identity of the driver remains 
unknown. Troopers have even redacted the sex of the victim. They say the incident remains 
under investigation.

  It appears a Sebring dynasty has come to a close. John Dean II has announced he has closed 
his Sick Sidewways race shop and liquidated the team and the equipment. Dean and his team 
were synonymous with checkered flags and podium finishes for decades, racking up records in 
all categories in the Mazda Miata racing series.
  Dean says he now will focus his efforts on coaching. His race shop now will become a 
McKibben PowerSports location.

  The city of Avon Park is looking for an attorney. Officials in the City of Charm are looking to 
crack down on foreclosures and get properties back on the tax rolls ASAP. Reportedly, there 
already are more than 200 properties in question.
  The plan is to take care of them in batches. Code enforcement officials are preparing a Top 20 
list to start the process.
  Avon Park Mayor Garrett Anderson says the real estate market is ripe, with buyers looking for 
properties in any condition.

  The Highlands County school board will get together tonight and look at their spending plan for 
the upcoming fiscal year. Among other things, they will be looking at a tentative budget and 
millage rate for the upcoming 2021-22 school year.
  The budget will be hovering right around the 200-million mark. Board officials say they are 
waiting for state direction on what they called the "required local effort." That's not expected until 
next Monday.
   Tonight's public hearing is set to commence this evening at 5:05.

   A Lake Wales man reportedly shot his ex-girlfriend and her new boyfriend in a bar before 
fatally shooting himself. Authorities say that Kevin Cooper had been harassing his ex-girlfriend 



with calls, upset that she had ended their relationship and begun seeing another man.
  Cooper went to the Y’all Come Back Saloon, apparently in search of the woman. In an initial 
confrontation, he shot at her, grazing her with a bullet. The Polk County Sheriff's Office says 
Cooper then shot and wounded his ex-girlfriend’s new boyfriend, who was sitting at the bar.
 He was hit him twice. He was taken to an area hospital in critical but stable condition.   

7/14/2021

  It appears the proposed Sunshine State Jet Rally's event in Avon Park won't be happening for 
the forseeable future. Council members in the City of Charm have agreed their airport is not 
equipped to handle the size and speed of the aircraft - some of which are as big as a 
Volkswagen and can travel hundreds of miles an hour.
  City attorney Gerald Buhr noted that the Avon Park airport has no control tower and does not 
have sufficient staff to maintain such an event safely. Council members voted to put the event 
off at least until next year.  

  Highlands County residents are receiving notices this week about pending fire assessment 
taxes from the Highlands County commission. County officials say what property owners are 
getting in the mail is NOT a bill.
  In fact, the letter does not reflect the actual assessment for Fiscal Year 2021-2022, just the 
highest assessment for each category that commissioners could adopt once it votes to 
determine the actual assessment rate.
  The proposed assessment reflects up to a 7-percent increase in all categories for the 
upcoming fiscal year and describes the proposed assessment of up to a 7-percent increase in 
all categories each year for the next five years.
  Most importantly, they say, the residential cap could be removed. A public hearing to be held in 
the Board chambers at their Aug. 3 meeting.

  Demonstrations have broken out across South Florida in support of Cubans protesting the 
communist regieme on their island nation. Now comes word that such a protest is planned for 
Highlands County this coming weekend.
  The so called Cuban-American Rally will be held at the intersection of Highway 27 and 
Bayview in Sebring, this coming Saturday from 3-5pm.
  Unlike current protests in Miami, organizers here say there are no plans to block any traffic.

7/15/2021

  Florida Highway Patrol officials say three people were killed yesterday afternoon in a two 
vehicle accident west of Avon Park. Reportedly, a pickup driven by a Bowling Green man, went 
left of center on State Road 64. His truck collided head-on with another pickup, towing a trailer, 
driven by a Wauchulla man.



  Both drivers and an Avon Park woman riding in the first vehicle were killed in the crash. 
Highway 64 near the intersection of North Dover Road was closed for the better part of eight 
hours while the investigation continued.

  Lightning struck a tree in a yard on Lake Haven Blvd west of Sebring yesterday. The massive 
electric charge followed the nearby phone and electric lines. In all, two homes suffered 
significant damage - one on Garland street, the other on Lake Haven.
   Units from Sun 'N Lake, Duke Energy and the Highlands County Sheriff's Office were 
contacted to assist. No injuries were reported to anything but electrical equipment.

  Those wanting to get back to work will have an opportunity  today, as CareerSource Heartland 
holds a job fair.
More than three dozen employers will be at the Bert J Harris Agricultural Civic Center from 
11am until 1pm taking applications for all kinds of employees ranging from administrative to line 
workers.
  Organizers urge hopefuls to bring resumes and come dressed for success.
 
   Do you want cheap drugs? Maybe Highlands County officials can help. They have announced 
a service that could defray some out-of-pocket costs associated with prescription medications.
  Through a partnership with Coast2CoastRx, county spokespeople say they can provide 
citizens with a coupon card. The Coast2CoastRx Card, as it is called may be used both on 
brand name and generic drugs. Over 60,000 prescription medications are discounted. A mobile 
app is available to use in addition to having the card.
  More information may be obtained through the Highlands County official web page.

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials are warning about another scam. They are cautioning 
residents to be wary of postings on Craigslist for houses for rent locally.
  They say the scammers post current houses on the market for sale and attempt to rent them 
out. The scammers pose as landlords and owners of the property and request a deposit and say 
they will overnight the keys.
  They don't - they take the money and run.
  Authorities warn people interested in buying or renting a property to see a trusted Realtor or 
broker.  DO NOT send any money or fill out an application with personal information to anyone 
you do not know.

7/16/2021

  When it comes to low income housing, a recent survey shows that Sebring is in the Top 10. A 
survey conducted by Construction Coverage shows the greater Sebring area has the sixth 
lowest income limits for affordable housing among the small metro areas polled in the United 
States.
  For a one person unit, only $31,000 is asked locally while nationally the limit is better than 



$44,000. For a family, the national average is nearly $64,000 while here in Sebring the level is 
just over $44,000.

  An Avon Park trucker reportedly was involved in a fatal traffic crash down in Glades County. 
According to the Florida Highway Patrol, the 28-year-old driver was piloting his rig northbound 
on State Road 29 when a car driven by a Kentucky woman went left of center and hit the semi 
head-on.
  The trucker suffered minor injuries, but the woman from Georgetown was killed.

 Protests in support of Cubans seeking freedom continue across south Florida and into other 
parts of the United States. Tomorrow afternoon, a similar protest will be held in Highlands 
County. The sign and flag wave will be held at the intersection of Bayview and Highway 27, from 
3-5 tomorrow afternoon.
  However, unlike some of the other activities, organizers say this one will not block any 
roadways and will be well off the right of way.

  Independence Day has past, now officials at the Avon Park Chamber of Commerce are getting 
ready for....Christmas. Registration for the annual Avon Park Christmas Parade now is open.
  You'll have some time to get your unit ready, the annual holiday processional won't be held 
until November 29th. The Avon Park parade always is the first of the season, kicking off the 
evening of the first Monday after Thanksgiving.   

7/19/2021

 When it comes to wages for new hires, the Avon Park/Sebring metro area has scored in the 
bottom 20. A survey by the group called "Self" found the at the average monthly earnings for 
new hires came in at just over $2,100. Nationally, the average was set at over $3,200.
  The survey was taken to determine how individual areas are faring since the end of the 
coronavirus situation as businesses try to get back to normal operation.

  Well, we didn't win, but we did get a podium finish. Officials at the Sebring International 
Raceway have announced that the 12 Hours has finished second in this year's USA Today's 
10best competition for North America's Top Motorsports Event.
  Topping the leaderboard this year is the Indianapolis 500. Sebring had been voted number one 
in both 2019 and 2020. The 12 Hours did outscore such notable races as the SCORE Baja 
1000, The United States Grand Prix and the Daytona 500.

  In an effort to reduce the overall age of the fleet, Highlands County officials have announced 
that they are sending older fire equipment out to pasture. A couple of fire trucks, including at 
1986 GMC and a 1991 Federal will be auctioned off and a couple of ambulances will be used as 
trade-ins on some newer models.
  On the other side, the county has invested in four brand new trucks, a brace of new 
ambulances and some administrative vehicles to add to the fleet. In an effort to pay for the list of 



improvements, Highlands County commissioners will meet tomorrow morning to discuss raising 
the fire assessment fees.

  A number of residents in the car streets and the bird streets west of Sebring were without 
power for a time last night when a car hit a pole. The mishap occurred shortly after 8:00 off 
Highway 27 in front of the Sebring Plaza shopping center.
  No word on the driver's condition or what caused him to go off the road. It took Duke Energy 
crews a couple hours to get everything back online.

7/20/2021

   It will be an important meeting for Highlands County commissioners as they get together in 
regular session this morning. Among other things, they will be looking at setting a tentative 
millage rate for the county. Observers say even if the property tax rate is not raised, residents 
may be paying more - as property values reportedly are increasing.
  In other action, the county is slated to hear an appeal from Waste Connections. The local trash 
hauler has been tagged as an habitual violator by county staff.
  Commissioners also will hold a workshop to discuss requested budgets for constitutional 
officers and outside agencies for the upcoming fiscal year.

  City officials in Avon Park still are trying to sell the Brickell Building. Avon Park City Manager 
Mark Schrader told council after some initial interest, there have not been any inquiries into the 
purchase of the structure.
  The two-story building has been declared a planned unit development with residential upstairs 
and retail space downstairs. The city is looking for a developer who will purchase the building 
and have it ready for occupancy as soon as possible.

  Local firefighters were busy last night with a house fire down on County Road 29 near Lake 
Placid. Few details on the incident are available. Authorities say there were no injuries reported 
either to the occupants of the home or the units responding to put it out.
  The State Fire Marshal's office has been called in to determine the cause of the blaze.

7/21/2021

  Highlands County Sheriff's detectives are investigating a shooting incident. It happened shortly 
before 10:00 last night at the Veranda Breeze apartment complex off Youth Care Lane and 
Wightman south of Sebring.
  The victim was air-flighted out - no word as to their condition. No other details yet are being 
released as it is an ongoing investigation.



  Yesterday, Highlands County commissioners held a workshop to consider requested budgets 
for outside agencies and constitutional officers. Tonight, a couple of municipalities will look at 
their spending plans for the upcoming fiscal year.
  The city of Sebring will hold the first of two planned budget workshops at City Hall tonight at 
5:30.
  The Town of Lake Placid also will have a session to discuss their proposed $6 million dollar 
outlay for the 2021-2022 budget cycle, that will be at 5:30 at the Lake Placid Government 
Center.

  Highlands County commissioners yesterday voted to continue that hearing on the "Habitual 
Violater" status for Waste Connections - at least until next month. The county's trash hauler has 
been cited for repeated violations of the contract with the county.
  County Engineer Gator Howerton told commissioners that he is comfortable with the amount of 
progress that's been made with the service over the past several months.
  The commission is slated to look at a settlement agreement at their August 17th meeting.
  In other action, commissioners voted to retain the millage rate for property taxes at the current 
level of  8.55 - or $8.55 for each $1,000 of property valuation. Those taxes still may go up as 
property values increase.

  As if their job isn't hard enough. Highlands County Sheriff's officials say so far this year, 18 
guns have been taken in burglaries involving unlocked cars.
  Sheriff's officials say they're all about the Second Amendment, however, the right to keep and 
bear arms comes with the responsibility to make sure those weapons don't end up in the wrong 
hands.
  They urge residents not to leave guns in cars, and to follow the "9-PM Routine," making sure 
all doors and windows are locked up tight - including vehicles.

  An area medical facility has found itself on the bad side of new Hospital Compliance statutes. 
Advent Health Wauchulla was listed among the nearly four dozen Florida hospitals found not to 
be in compliance with the new Executive Order from the Whitehouse.
  Other area facilities found wanting were Lakeland Regional Medical Center and Winter Haven 
Hospital.

7/22/2021

  Activities are picking up today in Lake Placid as organizers get ready for tomorrow's opening of 
the 30th Annual Caladium Festival. Dozens of vendors will be set up throughout the downtown 
area with arts & crafts, consumer goods, food and plenty of caladiums.  
  Also planned over the three day weekend will be a car & bike show, a 5K run, the caladium 
festival art competition and of course, tours of the caladium fields.
  It all kicks off tomorrow morning at 10am



  An accident in the south end of the county snarled traffic for a time last night. It reportedly 
started with a power outrage near Venus - which affected the traffic signal at Highway 27 and 
State Road 70. That resulted in a three vehicle crash involving a truck, a bus and a sport utility 
vehicle.
  There were no injuries, but Highway 70 was closed for a time while Florida Highway Patrol 
Troopers sorted things out.

  It appears that the indiscriminate dumping of used tires once again is becoming a problem 
here. Highlands County commissioners have put the brakes on a program where residents 
could turn in passenger vehicle tires twice a year for a $2 bounty - however, problems with that 
effort caused commissioners to put a halt to it.
  However, residents may still bring as many as 25 tires in a load to the landfill at no additional 
charge. As many as six tires a year also can be put out for pickup in front of their homes by 
those wishing to dispose of them.

   A Polk County sheriff's deputy has fatally wounded a man who charged at him with a knife. 
Polk County Sheriff's officials say the incident occurred at a home in the community of 
Davenport. The lawman had responded to a domestic dispute.
  According to reports, 37-year-old Gilberto Martinez-Nava was choking his ex-wife during an 
argument. When the deputy arrived, officials say, Martinez-Nava began running at the deputy 
with the knife. Authorities say the deputy told the man to drop the knife, but he continued 
charging.
  The deputy fired four times, striking the man. He died at a hospital.

7/23/2021

  An early morning crash closed State Road 17 in both directions for several hours between 
Avon Park and Sebring. Officials say at least two people were transported to area hospitals as a 
result of the single vehicle rollover.
  The mishap occurred just before 4:00 near the intersection of State Road 17 and San Miguel 
Street by the old drive-in theater.
  Florida Highway Patrol officials say a report will be issued later.

  Units from West Sebring and Sun 'N Lake were called to an early morning fire in the Bird 
Streets. When they arrived at the single family frame dwelling on Sparrow Avenue west of 
Sebring, they found smoke coming from the home and a resident saying someone was trapped 
inside.
  A Sun 'N Lake firefighter went inside the structure, located the individual, then dragged them 
out. The victem was air-lifted to a trauma center in serious condition.
  The State Fire Marshal's office has been called in to determine the cause of the blaze. 
Damage was set at $10,000.



  It all begins this morning at 10:00 - That's when the opening ceremonies will take place at the 
Gazebo in Lake Placid for the 30th annual Caladium Festival.
  Dozens of vendors will be set up with food, arts & crafts, consumer goods and of course - 
plenty of caladiums. A show for classic, vintage and custom cars and bikes will be held on 
Saturday and there will be tours of the caladium fields - just before harvest - throughout the 
three day event.
   This will be the first Caladium Festival in two years, and organizers expect turnout to be brisk.

  Nearly 30 people have been arrested - more than a dozen from Lake Wales - on drug, 
weapons and other counts. Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd says it was result a 16-month 
undercover investigation of a group known as the "Bell Gang."
  Deputies recovered 22-pounds of pot, more than four pounds of methamphetamine, nearly two 
pounds of cocaine and other illicit drugs. Value there set at better than a quarter million dollars.
  Lawmen also recovered 11 firearms two of which were stolen. Three suspects remain at large. 
Judd says the investigation is continuing.

  The Inaugural Drag & Fly car event is slated for this Sunday at the Ridge Landing Airpark in 
Frostproof. Drag races will be eighth mile runs and a car show also is planned.
  Additional information may be found at polkmotorsports.com

7/26/2021

  Local singer and activist Anna Marie Feeny reportedly was killed over the weekend in a traffic 
crash. According to reports, Feeny was southbound on Highway 27 and lost control of her 
vehicle near Sebring Lakes Boulevard. The car crossed the median and slammed into a semi 
tractor-trailer rig. The big rig then left the roadway and overturned.
  She was pronounced dead at the scene. Feeny apparently had been enroute to a singing 
engagement when the accident occurred. Feeny might be best known for her work with 
veterans services, especially the Vet Jam fundraiser in Avon Park.
  Arrangements have not been announced.

  Sebring native and pioneer Heywood Taylor passed away over the weekend. Taylor was a 
graduate of Sebring High School and a relentless supporter of his college alma matter - Florida 
State University.
  While many people know his name for the road that is named in his honor, many don't know of 
his work as a local banker, a member of the Sebring Airport Authority Board and the Sebring 
Historical Society.
  Taylor had just celebrated his 93rd birthday.

  It looks to be a long session for the Avon Park city council tonight. They will be looking at 
setting the truth in millage rate and subsequent budget sessions for the upcoming fiscal year. 

http://polkmotorsports.com/


The city is looking at several significant budget increases, including a substantial hike in their 
agreement with the Highlands County Sheriff's office for law enforcement in the City of Charm.
  The city fire assessment will be up for discussion tonight as well.
  There also are a number of utility concerns on the agenda for tonight and a presentation to 
locate motorized scooters for rent around the city as they are in Sebring.

  Highlands County commissioners are planning to hold a meeting - they're just looking for a 
time and place. In light of the collapse of that condominium complex in Surfside earlier this 
month, Commissioners want to hold a session for residents on what to do if they are required to 
evacuate their homes at a moment's notice.
  Commissioners are trying to determine the best place and time to reach as many residents as 
possible. They have posted the question on their Facebook page.

  Sebring reportedly is a whistle stop as Americans for Prosperity President Tim Phillips on his 
tour of Florida. In addition to this evening's appearance at the Inn on the Lakes, Phillps will be 
speaking in Miami and Fort Lauderdale.
  His topic will be the proposed $3.5 Trillion infrastructure bill now being debated in Washington. 
The local AFP chapter is one of the most active in the country. This evening's event will run from 
6-8pm.

7/27/2021

  Avon Park city council members last night voted to waive the fees at their community center for 
the Battle of the Bands, Inc. The action will help clear the way for a public celebration of life for 
Anna Marie Feeny. The local singer and activist was killed in a car crash this past weekend 
while enroute to an engagement in Lake Placid.
  Family members say they plan first a private ceremony, then a public event. That is tentatively 
scheduled for August 8th.

  Qualifying has opened for three seats on the Avon Park city council. Up for grabs this time 
around are the seats currently occupied by Maria Sutherland, Shirley Johnson and Brenda 
Gray. Johnson is filling out the remainder of the term of the late Stanley Spulock.
  Qualifying will run through August 6th.

  Sebring police are looking into a couple shooting incidents. One occurred early yesterday 
morning at the Citrus Terrace Apartments. The second occurred early this morning on Oak 
Avenue.
  No details on victims or suspects has yet been released. Both incidents remain under 
investigation.

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials say there has been an arrest in connection with last 
Tuesday's shooting incident at the Veranda Breeze Apartment Complex.



  20-year-old Jatavian Taashan Holder has been charged with attempted first degree murder in 
connection with the shooting, as well as counts of possession of a weapon by a convicted felon.
  Authorities say they believe more than one person was involved. The 24-year-old victim 
remains hospitalized in critical condition - their name has not been released.

  It was a busy day for firefighters yesterday with a myriad of calls. First, units from Highlands 
Park, Lake Placid and Sun 'N Lake were called to a Patton Avenue address to extinguish the 
flames in an out-building there.
  There reportedly was in excess of $50,000 damage. Cause remains under investigation.
  Later, a house on Twin Lakes Road was hit by lightning. Damage there was set at $5,000.
  Also during the day, units had to fish a van out of the water after it went down a boat ramp and 
into a canal that goes into Lake Grassy.
  One individual was injured yesterday in a mishap involving a lawnmower. That one occurred at 
the Sun 'N Lake Golf Course.  

  Those wanting an update on Highlands County will be able to get one tonight, as new 
Highlands County commissioner Kevin Roberts will give a state of the county update, and 
answer questions at the Highlands Tea Party.
  That event will be held this evening at 6pm at the Vietnam Veterans Hall on Grand Prix Drive 
west of Sebring.

7/28/2021

It appears people on motorized scooters could be rolling through Avon Park the way they are in 
Sebring. Dan Andrews of Legacy Bicycles made a presentation to Avon Park city council 
members to locate a dozen or so of the BIRD scooters around the City of Charm for recreational 
use as well as for commuters.
  Those wishing to rent the electric scooters can do so by using an application on their 
telephone. It comes at about $24 per hour to use. Council members asked city attorney Gerald 
Buhr to craft an agreement for their consideration.

  Desoto City firefighters were called out yesterday to extinguish another shed fire. According to 
reports, the out building was fully engulfed in flames when units arrived at the scene.
  Loss was set at $1500 - no injuries were reported in the incident. No cause for the blaze was 
listed.  

  William "Robert" Wiggins, who faces charges related to the July 2020 triple slaying of three 
friends at a lake in Frostproof, has been denied bond by a judge who noted he had repeatedly 
violated court orders by communicating with his older brother, the accused gunman.
  The 22-year-old Wiggins has been charge with three counts of of accessory after the fact and 
one count of tampering with evidence. If convicted, he faces up to 95 years in prison.
  His older brother, 26-year-old Tony Lee "T.J." Wiggins is charged with three counts of first-
degree murder and faces the death penalty if convicted.



7/30/2021

 Highlands County sheriff's detectives are in the midst of a death investigation. Reportedly, a 
body was located yesterday inside a derelict motor home on West Peel Street in Avon Park.
  The body apparently had been in the motor home for quite some time. Deputies reportedly 
made the find after being called to a next door mobile home on the report of a suspicious 
incident.
  The remains have been sent to the District 10 Medical Examiner's Office to determine the 
cause of death. Detectives now are working to determine the identity of the deceased.

  The city of Avon Park has come in to a bit of cash - they now have to figure out how they will 
be allowed to spend it. Earlier this month the city received some $1.8 million from the American 
Rescues Act. The challenge is to find ways to shoehorn expenses into one of the many line 
items that will be permitted for reimbursement.
  Among them are public health expenses, public safety and replacement of lost services.
  In all, the city is in line for more than $3.6 million in federal money to help them deal with the 
coronavirus.

   First there were none, now there are five. Two Avon Park city council incumbents reportedly 
have thrown their hats in the ring for re-election to the board. After initially refusing to say, senior 
councilwoman Brenda Gray now has announced she will seek re-election as will Maria 
Sutherland - who is in her first council term.
  They join challengers Michelle Mercure, Brittany McGuire and Bernice Taylor, who filed back 
on Wednesday. Qualifying goes on through August 6th. The election will be November 2nd.

  Sebring police now say that shooting we told you about on Oak Street earlier this week 
apparently was a failed carjacking. According to reports, a woman was sitting in her car when 
she was approached by five men wearing hoodies and masks. While they were attempting to 
get her purse and keys, a struggle ensued.
  The victim was able to get her personal firearm and fire a shot, which sent her assailants 
scattering. Apparently, nobody was hit by the round. Police say the matter still is under 
investigation.

8/2/2021

  A Miami man was killed over the weekend in a Highlands County traffic crash. Florida Highway 
Patrol reports say apparently the motorist was stropped on Highway 27 south of Highway 70, 
when his car was hit from behind by a pickup.
  The force of the impact flipped the car over onto its roof. The driver of the truck - a Labelle man 
- was not seriously injured. Charges in the incident are pending further investigation.

  Highlands County commissioners will be looking at setting a couple controversial assessments 



when they get together in regular session tomorrow morning. On their agenda will be resolutions 
for the fire assessment and for solid waste collection for the upcoming fiscal year.

  The city of Frostproof will be a lot bigger after their meeting this evening. On the agenda for 
tonight is a second reading and public hearing for the annexation of nearly 80 acres of property 
into the Friendly City. Crooked Lake Habitat is requesting the annexation of the eight parcels for 
future development.
   In other action. the council will look at work on a beautification grant for the city and look at 
bids for landscaping work.

8/4/2021

  Highlands County commissioners yesterday voted by a 4-1 margin to hike the fire assessment 
on residential, commercial and institutional properties here by seven present, with provisions to 
raise them again as much as seven percent for each of the next five years.
  The lone dissenting voted came from Arlene Tuck. She wanted to leave things the way they 
are for a year until a new fire chief is named. She got no second on her motion.
  Fees for solid waste also will be jumping up locally. They will increase from $173 annually to 
$210 per year - with as much as a three percent increase each year for the next five years.
  Commissioners were quick to say, the money is set to go to landfill expansion - and not to the 
hauler, who is picking up and delivering the trash.   

  That large law enforcement presence will continue today around Lake Placid Middle School. 
It's training for school ressource deputies and officers.
  Highlands County School officials remind residents they have pulled the plug on a long list of 
schools that were slated to have open houses for tomorrow, August 5th. Most of those 
orientations now will be held virtually - with just a few exceptions.

  Highlands County sheriff's officials say it may be a while before they identify the body found 
last week in Avon Park. The remains were located in a motor home off West Peel Street.
  So far, there's no indication as to the cause of death. Authorities now are trying to find a DNA 
match to see if they can identify the person.

  Polk County sheriff's detectives have arrested 17 people in their latest sweep dubbed 
"Operation Child Protector." The effort involved numerous Polk County police departments as 
well as units from Orange County.
  As part of the effort, undercover officers posed as juveniles on social media, dating sites and 
mobile apps. The suspects had agreed to meet what they thought were children - but instead 
met deputies and were arrested and jailed.

8/5/2021



  If you had been planning on an open house at your child's school here in Highlands County 
today  - think again. Due to the coronavirus situation - face-to-face open houses have been 
cancelled unless you have a student who never has been in a Highlands County school, a 
student who is moving to a new school or students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, sixth or ninth grades.
  Everything else is being done virtually.

   A single vehicle crash near Frostproof has resulted in the death of a Sebring woman. Polk 
County sheriff's officials say 45-year-old Mary Ruiz was killed when the Jeep Grand Cherokee 
she was riding in went out of control and crashed.
  According to reports, the 17-year-old driver of the vehicle, swerved to avoid a large bird on 
Highway 98 West near Old Stokes Road.
  The Jeep went off the roadway, hit a culvert, went airborne then flipped several times.   
  Deputies say the driver was buckled up, but a the Sebring woman was not. She was 
pronounced dead at Lakeland Regional Medical Center.  

  Florida Senator Marco Rubio reportedly is sending members of his staff to Highlands County to 
hear concerns of the people here. They will be set up at the Avon Park branch of the 
countywide library system on North Museum Avenue from 10:30 this morning until 12:30 this 
afternoon.
  Staff members will be there to take input from residents and to offer any assistance the 
senator's office might provide. Senator Rubio himself, will not be in attendance.

8/9/2021

One person was killed, two people were seriously injured and the southbound lanes of Highway 
27 were closed for a time yesterday afternoon when two cars collided in the area of Lake 
Damon Road.   
  Reportedly a compact sedan was attempting to cross Highway 27 and was hit broadside by a 
Sport Utility vehicle. The driver of the sedan, 1 72-year-old Avon Park man died and his 
passenger, a 68-year-old Avon Park woman was seriously injured. Also hurt was the SUV 
driver, a 53-year-old Frostproof woman.

  Avon Park firefighters were busy last night. Units were called to a structure fire at Canfield & 
Memorial shortly before 9pm. Apparently, it is listed as a total loss. So far no details as to what 
sparked the blase.
  No injuries were reported in fighting the fire.

  Well, there will be a city council election in Avon Park, and there will be three new women 
sitting in the council seats. Only four citizens filed to run - Thelma Foster, Brittany McGuire, 
Michelle "Shelly" Mercure and Bernice Taylor.
  The four now will have until November 2nd to make their case to the voters in the City of 
Charm.



  Two incumbents - Maria Sutherland and Brenda Gray - had announced they would seek re-
election, but apparently did not file their paperwork.
  Sutherland reportedly has been hired as the assistant city manager in the Polk County 
community of Fort Meade.

  Avon Park city council members have a couple of pressing items on their agenda when they 
meet tonight in regular session. They first will look at making provisions to allow an electric 
scooter company to set up shop. They were approached with the idea last month by a company 
that offers a similar service in Sebring.
  The council also will discuss the possibility of enacting a law enforcement assessment on 
residents - in much the same manner there's a fire assessment in the City of Charm. Council is 
looking at ways for paying what will be a significant increase in the cost of law enforcement 
there.

  Florida Highway Patrol officials are scratching their heads over a fatal traffic accident in 
Hardee County. It appears that an unknown vehicle struck an unidentified man - killing the 
pedestrian. Apparently, the accident occurred at US 17 and Torrey Road just south of Bowling 
Green.
  So far, it remains unclear what kind of vehicle might have been involved in the mishap. The 
driver did not remain at the scene.

8/10/2021

  Officials of the Highlands County school system say it was a busy but uneventful start to the 
2021-22 school year. They say there were lots of students showing up at the facilities across the 
county to resume clasees - but there were no major incidents to report.
  Motorists are urged to be on the lookout for children this afternoon riding bicycles or walking 
home from schools.
  Students also will be riding busses home. Remember there are stiff fines for passing a stopped 
school bus and for exceeding the posted speed limits in school zones. Also, it is illegal to have a 
cell pbone in your hand while driving through a school zone.

  Avon Park city council members last night gave their seal of approval to a new "Artisan 
Manufacturing  and Craft Food & Beverage" ordinance. With only a couple of tweaks to the 
measure, council gave their approval to the ordinance that will allow on-site manufacturing of 
small batch goods such as jewelery, soaps, computer parts, craft beer and foods.
  Council members hope the new statutes will draw more businesses to set up shop in the City 
of Charm.

  Highlands County sheriff's deputies are joining a statewide effort dubbed "Operation Loose 
Wire." The program is centering in on livestock neglect and abuse, as well as illegal dumping.
  Highlands deputies are spending the opening weeks of the operation by increasing their focus 



on illegal dumping. They will be proactively looking for those who are illegally leaving trash and 
yard waste in unapproved areas, as well as looking for illegal dump sites.
  Those caught illegally dumping trash can face penalties ranging from a fine to a prison term, 
depending on the severity of the offense.

  One driver was killed and another seriously injured in a Lake Wales traffic crash. Police in the 
Crown Jewel of the Ridge say 63-year-old Jerry Lee pulled his sport utility vehicle from 
Washington Avenue onto Highway 27 and into the path of on oncoming pickup driven by Tristan 
Barber.
  The pickup hit the SUV. The truck flipped, while the SUV  went off the road, hit a fence and 
caught fire. Both drivers were airlifted out. Lee reportedly has expired from his injuries.
  The incident remains under investigation.

  It's hard to believe - but it's back to school today for thousands of youngsters across Highlands 
County and the Sunshine State. Motorists are urged to be on the lookout for children waiting at 
school bus stops and be prepared to stop if they are near a school bus.
  There also are youngsters riding bicycles and walking to schools.
  Remember there are stiff fines for passing a stopped school bus and for exceeding the posted 
speed limits in school zones. Also, it is illegal to have a cell pbone in your hand while driving 
through a school zone.

8/11/2021

 Officials of the Highlands County school system say it was a busy but uneventful start to the 
2021-22 school year yesterday. They say there were lots of students showing up at the facilities 
across the county to resume classes - but there were no major incidents to report.
  Motorists are urged to be on the lookout again this morning as youngsters will be out waiting 
for the buses.. Remember there are stiff fines for passing a stopped school bus and for 
exceeding the posted speed limits in school zones.
  Children will be riding bicycles or walking to schools as well.

  A 30-year-old Sebring man was killed in a traffic accident yesterday on Highway 27. Sebring 
police say Trevor Lefiles reportedly was tryIng to cross 27 at Flair Road, when he was hit by a 
semi tractor-trailer rig.
  Preliminary reports indicate Lefiles may have cut in front of the 18-wheeler. The southbound 
lanes of 27 were closed for hours while the investigation was conducted.

  A Lake Placid man escaped serious injuries yesterday when his airplane crashed near 
Mullberry. Polk County sheriff's deputies say 71-year-old Charles McLochlin was practicing 
touch-and-go landings on a grassy runway, when the front wheel on his DeltaJet Apollo Light 
Sport Aircraft collapsed.
  The nose of the plane dug into the ground and spun the aircraft around. McLochlin and a 
passenger were taken to a local hospital for treatment of minor injuries.



  It appears the city of Avon Park will not be able to impose an assessment for law enforcement. 
Avon Park City Attorney Gerald Buhr told council members that currently, such a levy is not 
permitted under state law.
  The city of Charm is looking at ways to pay for some significant increases in the cost of law 
enforcement. They currently contract with the Highlands County Sheriff's Office for police 
protection.

8/13/2021

  An Avon Park teen reportedly has been arrested in New Jersey. Highlands County Sheriff's 
officials say 18-year-old Elijah James Worsley was picked up yesterday by a United States 
Marshal Service Task Force  Worsely is wanted in connection with a shooting incident at Hal 
MacRae Blvd and Delaney Avenue in Avon Park that injured a 21-year-old man and a 16-year-
old boy.
  Among other things, Worsley reportedly faces counts of Attempted First Degree Murder. He is 
slated to be returned to Highlands County.

  Avon Park city council members have cleared the way to what may be a new housing 
development in the City of Charm. They voted to reduce liens on a couple of properties from 
$75,000 to $7500.
  New owner Pablo Suarez told the council his plan is to subdivide the properties into 20-to-30 
lots for single family residential homes. He gave no timeline for the development.

   A new study has found that the Sebring-Avon Park metro area has a smaller than average 
renter wage gap. Officials from Smartest Dollar say that's the difference between the average 
wage, and what it takes to rent a single bedroom residence in the market area.
  Here locally, the wage gap was set at 24.4-percent. Surveyors figure the average renter needs 
just over $14 an hour to rent a unit priced at $733 monthly. That compares to 37.7-percent 
nationally, where renters need $20 an hour to get a unit priced at just over $1,000 per month.
  
  The storm known as Fred has moved over Cuba and is looking to make a swipe at Florida. 
Forecasters say the system is slowly strengthening and could regain tropical storm status today.
  Currently, maximum sustained winds are around 35 mph with higher gusts. A tropical storm 
watch has been issued for the Florida Keys and the southwest coast of Florida.
  Because this is expected to be a significant rain event, sandbags are available at Highlands 
County Road & Bridge offices in Sebring, Lake Placid and Avon Park. Sand to fill them is 
available at nearby sand piles.

8/18/2021



  According to Highlands County commissioners, the county is in good shape - financially. In 
receiving their budget report yesterday, officials from the county's Office of Budget and 
Management told commissioners that through work with the county's constitutional officers, they 
were able to trim a little over one percent from the budget, to get it down to $157 million dollars.
  The first public hearing on this year's budget is slated for September 9th at 5:30.

  The Champion for Children's Theater on the Circle in downtown Sebring is getting a new 
manager and already he has big plans for the place. Local musician Harry Havery will be taking 
the reins of the historic building come the end of September.
  He says he is in search of retired entertainers for a new series. Havery says the singers, 
musicians, dancers, humorists and those with other such skills will be used for a vintage 
entertainers showcase.

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials are on the lookout for Ellis J. Walton. According to reports, 
the 34-year-old Walton had been out of jail 5-days, when his ankle monitor was removed and he 
disappeared.
  His last known location was somewhere around Oak Park Avenue near Lake Pioneer in Avon 
Park last night. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of Ellis Walton is asked to call the 
Highlands County Sheriff's office.

  Lake Wales got a new interim city commissioner last night as Rev. Jack Hilligoss took the oath 
of office and his seat at last night's commission meeting. The Pastor of Highpoint Church takes 
the place of Commissioner Kristin Fitzgerald who stands accused of threatening an 11-year-old 
with a firearm.
  There was no small debate over who would fill the seat, but they chose Hilligoss before a 
special election would have been required.
  If acquitted of charges, Fitzgerald could be re-instated to her seat.

8/19/2021

   During a discussion of coronavius protocols at this week's Highlands County School Board 
meeting, a number of parents came forward. They asked that board members listen to other 
voices on the disease, and that parents be allowed to bring forward medical experts with 
information the board might not have heard.
  They pointed to pending policies for vaccinated and unvaccinated people as discriminatory and 
questioned differences in treatment of suspected coronavirus cases and other, similar, 
communicable diseases.

  Starting today, curbside recycling in Highlands County is a thing of the past. Highlands County 
commissioners have inked amendments to the franchise agreement with hauler Waste 
Connections cancelling that service.



  Instead, the county is planning to revive recycling drop-off points with large, manned bins that 
will be strategically placed throughout the county. Those locations have not yet been 
determined.
  Until further notice, residents now can use both their county-issued containers as trash 
receptacles.

  The Highlands County Health Department now reportedly is a new stand alone facility, and a 
new health officer has been hired. New Director Shane Lockwood has been imported from a 
facility in Connecticut to run the Highlands operation. He will start at the end of September.
  Highlands and Desoto counties have shared a health department since 2012 with staff in place 
to respond to health-related matters in both communities. It remains unclear what the new stand 
alone designation will mean in terms of cost to the county.

  A short-handed Sebring city council has tabled an issue that would have seen a 50-acre parcel 
annexed into the city. A steady stream of nearby neighbors came before the council, 
complaining about lack of notice of the action, and questioning whether or not there would be 
low income housing permitted there.
  Council members voted to table the action until their first meeting in October, to give residents 
a chance to negotiate a buy-out deal with the current property owner.   
  The Harder Hall Golf Course was sold earlier this year, Another 50-acre tract already has been 
annexed under a "mixed use" zoning.

8/20/2021

  Officials in Highlands and Polk counties are calling on residents to take it easy on dialing 9-1-1. 
Apparently, there has been an increase in numbers of those calling the emergency line to report 
coronavirus cases.
  While those may be severe, authorities say the 9-1-1 number should be used only for 
immediate situations such as fires, auto crashes, severe injuries or medical situations needing 
an ambulance, medics and the like.
  Emergency crews reportedly have been slammed over the past few weeks with a myriad of 
calls.

  A traffic stop resulted in a drug bust for Highlands County Sheriff's deputies. During the stop, a 
sheriff's K-9 unit, Deputy K-9 Lady, alerted to the possible presence of narcotics in the car.
  A subsequent search reportedly found 200 grams of methamphetamine in the vehicle. 
Arrested were 44-year-old Corey Randolph Nettles and 40-year-old Robert Lee Nettles - both of 
Lake Placid.
They face drug trafficking counts as well as possession of drug paraphernalia.

  Highlands County got a twofer earlier this week, as county commissioners voted to sell off 574 



surplus properties. The action both puts the lots back on the tax rolls, but also brought $3.4 
million dollars in sales revenue.
  Reportedly, the transaction is one of the largest in county history. In all, there were 3100 bids 
received. Nevertheless there were 28 properties that did not sell.
  After County Commission Chair Scott Kirouac said he was not looking forward to signing 574 
deeds, commissioners turned that task over to Highlands County Administrator Randy 
Vossburg.

  It appears the Highlands County School Board will be getting an additional $360,000 from a 
court settlement. However, that fell far short of the $2 million dollars for which they had been 
hoping.
  School Board Attorney John McClure did not reveal details of the case, other than to say, after 
mediation, what he thought would be a strong case turned out not to be as stout as he had 
hoped.
  He called the settlement a "best case scenario." It was approved by the board without 
comment.

  The city of Sebring will be getting a new councilman today. Roland Bishop will be taking the 
oath of office at the council chambers at 2:00 this afternoon. Bishop was selected by the council 
to fill the seat vacated by Curt Ivy.
  Ivy reportedly moved outside the city limits disallowing him from continuing to serve. Bishop is 
the grandson of former Highlands County Superintendent of Schools Ruth Handley.

8/23/2021

  Four people were killed and Highway 98 was shut down for several hours last night as the 
result of a three car crash south of Sebring. The incident occurred last night shortly after 9:30.
  Florida Highway Patrol reports say a car driven by a 38-year-old Lorida man was traveling 
west on US 98. His car went left of center, sideswiping one vehicle then hitting another car head 
on. All three people were killed in his vehicle as was the driver of the third vehicle - a 68-year-
old Sebring man.
  The incident remains under investigation.

  A Sebring man reportedly died over the weekend in a Desoto County traffic accident. 
According to reports, the 59-year-old driver was northbound on US 17 near Arcadia when he 
lost control of his pickup. The truck went off the road, hit a concrete culvert then overturned.
  Troopers say the driver WAS wearing his seatbelt. He was pronounced dead at the scene.  

  There were no injuries, but quite a bit of property damage when a car hit a building over the 
weekend. That one happened at The Orchid Grove Nursing Home north of Lake Placid.
  Reportedly, the car ploughed into a load-bearing wall. Apparently the driver is OK, the building 
is still being inspected.



  
  It will be a double-header for the Avon Park city council this evening as they first start with a 
budget session, then go into their regular meeting.
  The 4:00 budget session will center around water and wastewater treatment issues. At their 
regular session, the council will discuss a draft lease agreement for the Avon Park Executive 
airport, set the fire assessment for the city and look at early voting provisions among other 
things.
  The regular council meeting will commence at 6pm.
 
  It's a big day for the Greater Sebring Chamber of Commerce. They'll be rolling out their new 
website today. That also means members will have an opportunity to create a new profile there. 
Those are expected to start sometime next week.
  Meanwhile, the Hardee County Chamber is in search of a new Executive Director. They are 
looking for candidates with a degree in business administration who's ready to market the 
organization. Details are available on the Hardee County Chamber of Commerce website.

8/24/2021

  The Avon Park fire assessment is going up. Following a dust-up between Avon Park Mayor 
Garrett Anderson and outgoing city councilwoman Brenda Gray at last night's city council 
meeting, council members by a 3-1 vote moved to set the rate at $130 per residence for the 
upcoming fiscal year.
  The $18 hike brings raises in commercial, industrial and institutional rates as well. Anderson 
had wanted to set the rate at $140, while Gray had wanted to leave the assessment at the 
current $112.
  The assessment will pay for a little over a third of the fire department's budget. The rest will 
come out of the city's property taxes.

  The School Board of Highlands County will be holding a special session this evening. They will 
get together to discuss a memorandum of understanding between the board and the union 
about coronavirus sick leave procedures.
  The issue sparked controversy at last week's session, with charges of discrimination being 
leveled at how those whe are vaccinated were treated as opposed to those who are 
unvaccinated.
  Several parents came forward to question the issue. They asked to bring forward expert 
information for consideration the board might not have heard.

  Another traffic accident in Highlands County with injury. This one occurred yesterday afternoon 
on State Road 70 at Rucks Dairy Road. At least one person had to be flown out from that one.
  Florida Highway Patrol officials have released no information on how it happened.

  In the wake of the death of community activist Annie Marie Feeny, officials of the Battle of the 



Bands, Inc. are trying to piece together arrangements of Vet Jam End of Summerfest 2021. 
According to reports, Feeny kept few written records on the plans - doing most of it in her head.
  Group members say they want the event to happen as a tribute to Feeny's hard work. They 
are asking Bands, vendors, volunteers, sponsors and anybody else who was to have been 
involved in the effort to contact them - so that the event can be staged.
  For further details email vetjamandbobsplace@gmail.com

8/25/2021

  After better than an hours worth of discussion hammering out terms and language of a draft 
agreement, a short-handed Avon Park city council voted to move ahead with a plan to lease the 
Avon Park Executive Airport.
  Officials of Florida Airport Management have applied to take over the operation of the airfield 
and establish a significant hemp growing operation there. When it comes down to it, councilman 
Jim Barnard called for a special meeting to approve the pact.
  It ultimately will need to get the OK from both the Federal Aviation Administration and the 
Florida Department of Transportation.

  In a short, special meeting last night, the School Board of Highlands County approved a 
"memorandum of understanding" between the board and its unions over the treatment of the 
coronavirus.
  The item had come before the board last week, but was stalled after questions from the public 
and some of the board members. The revised agreement now deals with employees affected by 
quarantines related to the coronavirus and provisions for working from home.
  The board approved the memorandum, saying it was a "living document" and still may need to 
be revised.

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials continue to battle car burglaries. Reportedly, they now 
have arrested a California man in connection with a rash of auto break-ins. Arrested was 21-
year-old Trevor James Moore.
  Ironically, Moore recently had been released from a west coast prison where he had been 
incarcerated for first-degree burglary. He is accused of breaking into multiple vehicles on the car 
streets west of Sebring.
  Deputies found him asleep on the lawns of a Ferrari Drive residence. Moore has been booked 
into the Highlands County Jail.
  Sheriff's officials urge residents to use the 9pm Routine - making sure all doors and windows in 
homes and vehicles are locked by 9 pm.

  It appears the World Endurance Championship is returnng to the 12 Hours of Sebring Race 
Week. The WEC event was cancelled last year when President Trump instituted a travel ban in 
response to the coronavirus epidemic.
  The 1000 kilometer WEC race now again has been planned as part of a "Super Sebring" race 

mailto:vetjamandbobsplace@gmail.com


week and will be the opening round of the 2022 World Endurance Challenge race calendar. It's 
all slated to begin March 12 here with a test and tune session dubbed "Sebring Prologue."

8/26/2021

  Avon Park city council members will be taking a rather aromatic tour over the next week or so. 
They have been invited out to the city's wastewater treatment facility to see why staff has been 
asking for a new headworks to be installed there. The request was made by former Public 
Works Director Rick Whalen - who since has left the city.
  His replacement, Rick Weed, told council members that the equipment is needed to filter out 
sand, which is grinding down much of the machinery at the facility.

  Officials of Visit Sebring say they have taken the Citrus Golf Trail Open up a notch with 
$25,000 in sponsorship money. The tournament now is part of the Minor League Golf Tour - 
making it a professional event.
  The 54-hole tournament on the Deer Run course at Sun 'N Lake has been set for November, 
and will represent the last stop on the tour.

  Officials in Polk county are warning residents there to look out for a potential scam. They say 
mailers are being received for a free water inspection - however, they say that the missives 
have no affiliation with Polk County Utilities or any of the public water companies there.
  Authorities say that Polk Utilities are required to meet primary and secondary EPA standards - 
and the Polk water already exceeds those mandates. They say the mailers appear to be from a 
company in the business of selling water filtering equipment.

8/27/2021

  A new report out by the survey company Rootstock has found that the Sebring-Avon Park 
metro area has a below average cost of living but an above average population growth.
  The analysis determined that the cost of living here was 13-percent below the national 
average. Between 2017 and 2020 the local population increased by 2.7 percent while the 
national average came to 1.3-percent. In all 250 metro areas were surveyed for the report.
  Rootstock researchers found that geographic mobility in the US has been declining since 
2012. They pointed to high housing and moving costs as two of the main reasons.
  
  One person was injured and traffic was tied up for a time yesterday as the result of a two-car 
crash south of Sebring. The incident occurred around noontime at the intersection of Highway 
27 and George Boulevard near the Agri-Civic center.
  One person was taken to a local hospital as a result of the mishap.



  When it comes to early voting, those casting ballots in this year's Avon Park municipal election 
will have a week before election day to get their votes cast. After talking with Highlands County 
Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg, she said the six days wold be the most efficient.
  The balloting will run Monday thru Saturday, October 25 thru the 30th, with election day to be 
November 2nd. Three seats will be up for grabs this time around.
  There will be three new council members, as none of the incumbents will run again.

  A new event reportedly is being planned for Sebring. The Superfood and Fun Festival has 
been announced for September 25 and 26 at the Highlands County Fairgrounds.
  Organizers say there will be bounce houses, pony and monster truck rides, rock climbing. a 
magic show, live music and plenty of food.

8/30/2021

Like much of Florida, it looks like the Sebring/Avon Park metro area has a fairly transient 
population. According to a new report by the internet site Filterbuy, some 7.4-percent of local 
residents moved into their homes more than 30 years ago.
  That compares to just over 17-percent of homeowners nationally and puts the Sebring/Avon 
Park areas in the bottom ten of the 350 metro areas surveyed for residents who want to "age in 
place."
  In fact, the local area falls behind national averages in every demograpic except for those who 
moved in fewer than ten years ago.

  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies reportedly have captured a man wanted for parole 
violation. Ellis Lee Watson disappeared earlier this month. when his ankle monitor was removed 
in Avon Park. Reportedly, he'd been out of prison just five days.
  Lawmen reportedly now have caught up with him in Lake Placid. Watson was arrested and 
taken to the Highlands County jail without incident.

  A motorcyclist escaped serious injury last night when he collided with a tractor trailer rig west 
of Sebring. The incident occurred shortly after 8:pm at the intersection of Sparrow Avenue and 
Highway 27 near the Lakeshore Mall.
   The man was transported by ambulance to a local hospital. No other details have yet been 
released.

  A Polk County traffic accident claimed a life yesterday. That one happened on Timberlane 
Road near Lake Wales. A car and a pickup came together.
  The driver of the car, reportedly a Winter Haven man, was killed. The driver of the the truck 
apparently had no serious injuries. No names have been released.

8/31/2021



The 60 days to advertise the BrickelL Building in Avon Park has come and gone. Officials in the 
City of Charm say they had a few tire-kickers but received no firm offers on the place.
  Council had re-zoned the two-story Main Street structure to allow for both residential and retail 
space. At one time, it was owned by the Avon Park Community Redevelopment Agency, with 
the idea of bringing low cost housing to the downtown area.
  That idea was scrapped when they received pushback from the community.

  It's a new school year, and it's not only students that are familiarizing themselves with the 
buildings. Highlands County School board officials say members of the Highlands County 
Sheriff's Office, Sebring Police Department, Highlands County Fire Rescue, Emergency 
Management, and the Sebring Fire Department conducted First Responder Walkthroughs at all 
the school campuses throughout the county.
  They say the walkthroughs are designed in case of an emergency, so that First Responders 
are familiar with the layout of the facilities.

  A couple of Polk County residents have been injured in a Manatee County traffic crash. Florida 
Highway Patrol officials say a car driven by a Lake Wales man went left of center on State Road 
62 just west of the Hardee County line, and sideswiped a parked auto owned by a Bartow 
woman.
  The force of the impact caused the Bartow woman's car to overturn. Both she and a passenger 
were seriously injured. The 28-year-old Lake Wales man was listed in "critical" condition.
  The accident remains under investigation

9/1/2021

A new report by the survey company Support Network shows that the Sebring metro area has 
grown by 6.4-percent over the past half dozen years. The survey shows that some 6,435 
residents have re-located here since 2015. The local 6.4-percent beats the national average of 
2.7-percent growth.
  They say a lot of folks have migrated from the Lakeland-Winter Haven area. Support Network 
reports indicate the south currently is the fastest-growing area of the country.

  A Lake Placid resident was killed yesterday afternoon in a Glades County traffic accident. 
Florida Highway Patrol reports indicate the 53-year-old driver was southbound on Highway 27 
south of Moore Haven, when he ran into the back of a truck pulling a trailer.
  The Lake Placid man lost control of his pickup which rolled over. Troopers say he was NOT 
buckled up. He was pronounced dead at the scene. No charges have been filed in the incident.

  AdventHealth Sebring reportedly now is administering monoclonal antibody therapy in an effort 
to treat COVID-19 positive patients, and to prevent progression to more severe symptoms.
  Those over the age of 65 are eligible for the treatment. Residents under 65 with special 
conditions also may get the treatment. Those include people with a BMI over 25, chronic kidney 
or lung disease, citizens who are diabetic, currently receive immunosuppressive treatment or 



those over 55 with cardiovascular disease, hypertension or COPD.
  Treatments are available by appointment only.

  Officials in Frostproof say TS Wilson Road is closed at SR 17 due to traffic accident involving a 
car vs tractor trailer.
   Reportedly, there may have been a fatality involved in the crash. That means the road may be 
closed for an indefinite length of time for investigations.
  Please use caution while traveling 17 in the area of TS Wilson Road in Frostproof.

9/6/2021

  Popular Highlands County Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg passed away suddenly this past 
weekend. It occurred during a brief hospital stay. Family members indicate Ogg, a cancer 
survivor, had gone in after experiencing anxiety. While hospitalized she "coded" and could not 
be revived.
  Ogg had worked in the supervisor's office since 2004 and was elected supervisor in 2012. She 
was in her second term. She served on the board of the Salvation Army as well.

  A 14-year-old Sebring youth reportedly was shot and killed early yesterday morning. Highlands 
County Sheriff's deputies found the young man's body in the yard of a home near Beverly 
Avenue and Kenilworth Boulevard.
  They had been called to the area on the report of shots being fired. Two other teens were 
located in the vicinity - reportedly they were unharmed.
  No names or other details on the incident have yet been released.

  A Lake Wales man was killed over the weekend in a traffic crash. Police in the Crown Jewel of 
the Ridge say Edwin McMillan was pulling his car from Highway 27 onto Washington Avenue 
when he was struck broadside by a tractor trailer rig.
  The 62-year-old McMillan had to be extricated from his auto by Lake Wales firefighters. He 
was airlifted to Lakeland Regional where he succumbed to his injuries. Police say charges in the 
incident are pending further investigation.

  A man wearing full body armor reportedly fatally shot four people near Lakeland over the 
weekend. Polk County sheriff's officials say that included a mother and a 3-month-old baby she 
was cradling in her arms.
  The suspect then engaged in a gunfight with police and deputies before being wounded and 
surrendering.
  An 11-year-old girl who was shot seven times survived. Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd said 
even after 33-year-old Bryan Riley was arrested, he was so aggressive he tried to wrestle a gun 
from police as he lay on his hospital gurney.
  Judd said Riley was a former Marine who seemed to have targeted his victims at random and 
appeared to be suffering from mental health issues.



9/7/2021

Now that the fire assessment will be going up, Highlands County commissioners will be dealing 
with issues related to the countywide fire service. This Thursday, the county's negotiating team 
will be headed into contract talks with the professional EMS & Firefighters union.
  At today's meeting, commissioners approved pumping another $94,000 into the construction of 
the Fire/EMS building.
  In other action at today's session, the commission voted to put a list of surplus items out to 
auction - ranging from some old fire trucks to a convection oven.

  The Avon Park city council will discuss the draft of an interlocal agreement with the Highlands 
County Sheriff's office for law enforcement protection at a special meeting tonight. The Sheriff 
came before the council last year, giving them notice that the costs will be going up significantly, 
reflecting the amount of service provided to The City of Charm.
  The council also will take some time to discuss theiR budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

  Following the weekend death of popular Highlands County Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg, 
officials in Frostproof have announced the city's Utility Billing Manager, Sharon Bass, has 
passed away.
  No cause was given and no arrangements have been revealed.
  The flags in Lake Placid will be lowered to half-staff today in honor of the late Gary Nichols. 
The former Lake Placid mayor passed away August 31st.  

  Polk County investigators say they may never know why a Marine veteran killed a Lakeland 
family of four with whom he had no connection.
  Suspect Bryan Riley reportedly now has confessed to killing a 40-year-old man, his 33-year-
old girlfriend, their 3-month-old son and the woman's 62-year-old mother.
  An 11-year-old girl was critically wounded. Polk sheriff's detectives say the 33-year-old suspect 
told them “You know why I did this.” But prosecutor Brian Haas said the only explanation so far 
is mental illness.

9/8/2021

  Highlands County residents will have an opportunity to pay their last respects to Highlands 
County Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg today. Visitation will be held this evening from 4-7 at 
the Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home in Sebring. Ogg died suddenly this past weekend 
following a brief hospital stay.
  Services are set for Thursday morning at 11am. Anticipating a large turn-out, officials say her 
services will be available on the internet. They will be live streamed through the Stephenson-
Nelson Facebook page.



   Highlands County commissioners yesterday gave tentative approval to create a large mural 
celebrating the establishment of Highlands County. The project is part of the county's centennial 
celebration - marking Highlands' 100th birthday.
  As presented, it would be a massive painting, that would be hung in the county government 
center. The artist, the design and the price for the piece has yet to be determined.

  Highlands State Representative Kaylee Tuck will have a bit more work at the upcoming 
legislative session. She has been appointed as the Vice Chair for the Congressional 
Redistricting Subcommittee.
 Using the data provided by the U.S. Census, state lawmakers come together every decade to 
draw new district lines.
  Ensuring that elected leaders draw political maps fairly has been an ongoing challenge since 
the early days of this country.

  Polk County Sheriff's deputies reportedly arrested a Bartow man after they found him with 
items pilfered from a crash scene. The incident occurred on Highway 60 east of Bartow. 
Reportedly, a car hit a motorcyclist just outside the community of Connersville.
  The accident resulted in the death of the motorcyclist - 21-year-old Blake Gilmore of Winter 
Haven. Following the incident deputies reportedly found a man identified as Christopher Moore 
walking from the scene with a backpack belonging to Gilmore. Moore was charged with theft 
and tampering with evidence.

   A man who lives near the Lakeland home where three adults and a baby died in mass 
shooting says he believes the killer pounded on his door first. Miguel Rivera said that he heard 
someone banging on his sliding glass door early Sunday, but when he looked, the person was 
gone. Minutes later, gunfire erupted at his neighbor's home.
  Polk County Sheriff's deputies say Marine vet Bryan Riley fatally killed a couple, their 3-month-
old son and the woman's mother. An 11-year-old girl was also shot, but she is recovering after 
multiple surgeries.
  The 33-year-old Riley told investigators he was high on methamphetamine.

9/9/2021

  The late Highlands County Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg will be laid to rest today. Ogg 
passed away suddenly this past weekend following a brief hospital stay.
  She was 49.
  Services are set for 11:00 this morning at the Stephenson Nelson Funeral Home. Anticipating 
an overflow crowd, the services also will be available online through the Stephenson Nelson 
Facebook page.

  Highlands County officials say a site for State Monoclonal Antibody Therapy for Coronavirus 
now is open here. The treatment center is located at the Sam Polston Auditorium in the Bert J. 



Harris Agri-Civic Center on George Blvd, south of Sebring.
  It's open from 9AM – 5 PM seven days a week, Walk-ins are welcome or appointments may be 
made online.
  Those who qualify must have tested positive for COVID within the past ten days, and show 
symptoms or have recently been exposed to the Coronavirus.
  Vaccination status does not matter and the taxpayer-funded treatments come at no additional 
cost. Those applying must be at least 12 years of age, weigh more than 88-pounds and at high 
risk for severe illness.

   Organizers behind the Florida Medal of Honor Park are looking at moving that facility. For 
decades it has been located on the grounds of the Highlands Agri-Civic Center. However, those 
looking to expand the park have come before the Highlands County Commission, asking about 
a plot of land currently occupied by the Girl Scout House and an accompanying pavilion.
  They say the Ag-Center property has been found to be infested with gopher tortoises - and 
relocating them will be costly.
  A move now is on to acquire the property from the city of Sebring, with an eye toward putting 
the Medal of Honor Park closer to downtown Sebring.

  Those chomping at the bit for lawn mower racing will have to wait another month. Officials at 
the Avon Park Mowerplex say due to an overabundance of caution, they are pushing off the 
start of the 21-22 mower racing season to the second week in October.
  It'll be a twin bill, serving as the season opener and their Halloween celebration.

9/10/2021

Tomorrow will mark the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the United States - where the 
twin towers in New York City were demolished, the Pentagon in Washington was damaged and 
a plane headed for another attack was crashed in Pennsylvania.
  Here in Highlands County a number of observances are planned.   
   The annual Highlands County Fire Rescue stair-climb will commence tomorrow morning at 
8:46. That marks the time a an airliner hit the first of the twin towers. The event will  benefit the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.
 Participants will climb 2,220 steps - representing the 110-floors firefighters had to climb before 
the twin towers in New York City collapsed
  From 10-noon, the Highlands Tea Party will stage an "Always Remember" flag wave at 330 
Highway 27 North in front of Boom Boom Guns & Ammo, the public is invited to participate with 
their flags and patriotic signs.
  A "Moment of Silence" Observance will be held at American Legion Post 25 in Lake Placid. 
That will commence at 11am.
  The Highlands County 9/11 Memorial will be dedicated tomorrow afternoon at 1:00 pm. That 
will be at the West Sebring Volunteer Fire Department on Hammock Road.
  The memorial includes a piece of twin-towers steel surrounded by commemorative bricks 
emblazoned with names of some of those lost - as well as survivors and dedications.



  A Frostproof Middle School student has been charged after reporting he saw another student 
with a gun on campus. The incident caused the school to go on lockdown and search by Polk 
County Sheriff's deputies.
  They found nothing. A subsequent review of school video did not corroborate the student's 
account of what he'd told school officials. The 6th grader has been charged with giving a false 
report to law enforcement and disrupting school functions. He was taken to the Polk County 
Juvenile Detention Facility.

9/13/2021

  It's that time of year again. Reports are coming in that Love Bugs have been spotted in 
Highlands County. The insects don't bite and generally are harmless - except being splattered 
all over cars and trucks.
  They come twice a year - once in the fall and once in the spring. It remains to be seen how bad 
this year's infestation will be. The bugs reportedly migrated up from Central America in the 
1940's.
  Apparently, they have no natural predators here.

  It will be budget, budget and more budget when the Avon Park city council gets together 
tonight. The biggest item on the agenda will be an interlocal agreement with Highlands County 
Sheriff Paul Blackman for law enforcement services for the City of Charm. That's one of a 
number of major increases in spending planned for the upcoming fiscal year.
  Council members first will discuss their spending plan, then set the millage rate - which could 
jump to 3-mills, or three dollars for each $1,000 of taxable property valuation.
  In other action, the council will look at a couple of vendor agreements. One for kayaks on Lake 
Verona the other for electric scooter rentals.

  Highlands County Commissioners and other officials will get together tonight at Sun' N Lakes 
South for a town hall meeting. Commissioners and county staff will hear the opinions of 
residents about the funding and management of the Sun N Lakes South special benefit district.
  The meeting will be held in the Sun N Lakes South clubhouse - beginning at 6.

  South Florida State College has received a shot in the arm for their Electric Lineworker 
program. The $30,000 is a grant from the Duke Energy Foundation. The lineworker technician 
program trains students in the construction, maintenance and repair of electric utility systems.
  Reportedly, the money will be used to get enhanced and updated equipment as well as to 
increase training capabilities.

9/14/2021



  We didn't make the bottom ten - but we came close. A new report by the internet site Smartest 
Dollar has found that the Sebring-Avon Park area has the 11th lowest mortgage loan approval 
rate in the United States.
  Despite the booming housing market, only 72-percent of mortgage loans were approved 
locally. That compares to a nationwide figure of nearly 84-percent.
 The least likely to be approved were home improvement loans. Just 61-percent of those were 
OK'd.
  
  Avon Park city council members last night approved a three year pact with the Highlands 
County Sheriff's office. Since the dissolution of the Avon Park police nearly a decade ago, the 
sheriff's office has provided law enforcement for the City of Charm.
  Outgoing Avon Park city councilwoman Brenda Gray said at the time, she did not want to 
dissolve the department there, but said the local force there was corrupt.
  Most of the displaced Avon Park officers subsequently were absorbed by the Sheriff's office.

  A two car accident in the Bird Streets last night reportedly caused a car to hit a house. The 
sedan and a sport utility vehicle reportedly came together shortly after 6:30 last night near the 
intersection of North Heron and Wren streets.
  The car then careened off the road and into a nearby house.

  Highway 70 west of the Kissemmee River has been closed for a time due to a traffic crash. 
The area was shut down due to a semi tractor-trailer rig that went over and leaked a significant 
amount of fuel.
  No injuries were reported in the incident.

  Highlands County school officials say they are short on substitute teachers. The system 
reportedly is looking for fill-ins at all grade levels. They say schedules are flexible and there are 
opportunities for both long and short-term positions.
  Pay scales range from $77 to $171 per day depending upon applicants' levels of education.  

9/15/2021

  It appears that LMP Holdings has bought a major portion of the Alan Jay Automotive Group. 
LMP, an American-based automotive retailer both in site-built and  e-commerce sales, 
reportedly has acquired an 85-percent interest in the Alan Jay operation.   
  That involves a dozen dealerships.
  Officials say nothing here will change, with all the dealerships and principals remaining the 
same.  
 
   Kayaks soon may be coming to Lake Verona, but scooters in the downtown area of Avon Park 
may be a while. With a few tweaks, Avon Park city council members approved a tentative 



agreement that would allow a vendor to install kayaks at Donaldson Park. It's contingent on final 
action by the city attorney. No word on when the kiosk might be installed.
  The council passed on first reading a measure that could allow electric scooters in the City of 
Charm. That one was a bit more complicated, with questions being raised about privately owned 
scooters versus for-rent models. That measure will come up again for a public hearing before 
final approval.

  Visit Sebring - the tourism marketing arm of the Highlands County commission, reportedly has 
picked up third place honors in the annual Florida Tourism Hall of Fame & Flagler Awards. The 
bronze medal was given to Highlands for their campaign entitled "Sebring Area GeoTour; 
Florida's Hidden Gem.
  Highlands award came in the Rural Marketing Category and was announced earlier this month 
by officials of VISIT FLORIDA - the state's tourism marketing effort.

  One person was airlifted out after a two-vehicle crash last night south of Avon Park. A car and 
a pickup hit head-on at the intersection of Highway 27 and College Drive around 7PM.
  The incident was turned over to the Highway Patrol. They have released no names, how it 
happened, or any other details.

  There were no serious injuries but traffic was tied up for a time on State Road 70 near the 
Kissemmee Fish Camp yesterday morning as the result of a four vehicle accident.
  Florida Highway Patrol officials say a pickup driven by a West Palm Beach man was 
westbound on '70 and clipped a boat being towed by a truck in front of him.
  The West Palm Beach driver's vehicle then went off the road and overturned. An eastbound 
semi slowed to avoid the crash and a fourth vehicle hit his trailer from behind.
  Charges in the incident are pending.

  Polk County sheriff's detectives are investigating the discovery of a body. The remains were 
located near Lake Wales in an orange grove off Lewis Griffith Road near Grove Road 31.
  Authorities have not released any details as to the identity of the body or the cause of death.  

9/16/2021

  The Alan Jay Automotive Network has been acquired. It was announced yesterday that LMP 
Holdings has bought a major portion of the Alan Jay Group. LMP, an American-based 
automotive retailer deals both in site-built and e-commerce sales. They reportedly have 
acquired an 85-percent interest in the Alan Jay operation.   
  Over better than a quarter century, that has been developed into a dozen dealerships for the 
Alan Jay Network.
  Officials say nothing locally will change, with all the dealerships and principals remaining the 
same.



  Sebring Police and Highlands County sheriff's deputies have made a couple of arrests in 
connection with a murder investigation. Salvador Cruz and Lorenza Stevenson were picked up 
in connection with the case.
  A 14-year-old boy was shot and killed on back on September 5th. His body was found in the 
yard of a home on Beverly Ave off Kenilworth Blvd.
  No motive has been released. The arrests come as the result of work by Sebring Police 
detectives. The 18-year-old Cruz and 17-year-old Stephenson have been charged with first 
degree murder.

  Avon Park city council members have given their stamp of approval to their $38.6 million dollar 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year. That includes a number of new employees, an interlocal 
agreement with the Highlands County sheriff's office and a hike in health care coverage.
  To underwrite the budget, the millage will be going up. Property taxes will increase from .989 
mils to 2.24 mils - or $2.40 for each $1,000 of taxable property valuation in the City of Charm.
 
  One person was injured and traffic was snarled for a time yesterday when two trucks collided 
north of Lake Placid. This mishap occurred about 5:30 near the intersection of Highway 27 and 
Cloverleaf Road.
  Florida Highway Patrol officials have not released details of the mishap, but apparently one of 
the trucks went over on it's side.
  
  Polk County sheriff's have identified the person found slain yesterday in an orange grove off 
Lewis Griffith Road near Grove Road 31 near Lake Wales.
  Authorities say the remains of 21-year-old Tyrell Bell of Kissemmee were found there by grove 
workers. Bell had been shot to death. Polk officials say they are looking for help from the public 
to determine why, and who did it.

  The city of Lake Wales may soon be divesting itself of its museum operation. City 
commissioners in the Crown Jewel of the Ridge reportedly are considering turning the operation 
of the Lake Wales Museum over to an independe4nt group of "Friends of the Museum."
  The group would get the facility for a dollar a year lease with some $150,000 annually in 
municipal funding. Commissioners discussed the idea yesterday during a workshop session.  

9/17/2021

  Quick work by Highlands County sheriff's deputies has resulted in a couple of arrests in 
connection with a shooting incident. It happened yesterday afternoon off Vision Street in the 
Highway Park community south of Lake Placid.
  The victim was airlifted out and is said to be in stable condition. Arrested and charged in the 
case were Derwin Callahan and Najah Shultz - both from Lake Plaicid.
  Authorities say the incident remains under investigation.



  Avon Park city council members have given their stamp of approval to their $38.6 million dollar 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year. That includes a number of new employees, an interlocal 
agreement with the Highlands County sheriff's office and a hike in health care coverage.
  To underwrite the budget, the millage will be going up. Property taxes will increase from .989 
mils to 2.24 mils - or $2.40 for each $1,000 of taxable property valuation in the City of Charm.

  More problems for the Brickell Building in downtown Avon Park. The city has put it up for sale, 
but has received only tepid interest in the Main Street location. Now, it appears it might have to 
be tented.
   Avon Park City Manager Mark Schrader told the council that two different kinds of termites 
have been found inside the building - and apparently have been there a while. The three-day 
process of tenting may also involve a neighboring structure.

  Highlands County officials say they are stumped as to how to get more people to take 
advantage of the state Monoclonal Anti-body site set designed to treat those with the 
coronavirus. They say only a small portion of those who have tested positive or been exposed 
to the virus have visited the site at the county's Agri-Civic center.
  Meanwhile, state officials say the Biden administration has slashed the amount of anti-body 
treatments provided to the Sunshine State by 50-percent. Florida was the first in the nation to 
focus on early treatment by setting up 25 treatment sites across the state.

  The city of Lake Wales may soon be divesting itself of its museum operation. City 
commissioners in the Crown Jewel of the Ridge reportedly are considering turning the operation 
of the Lake Wales Museum over to an independe4nt group of "Friends of the Museum."
  The group would get the facility for a dollar a year lease with some $150,000 annually in 
municipal funding. Commissioners discussed the idea yesterday during a workshop session.  

9/20/2021

 Apparently there's a new challenge on the social media platform "TikTok" that is impacting the 
Highlands County school system. Dubbed "devious licks" the trend apparently involves students 
posting videos that show them stealing, damaging or showing off items taken from schools.
  Lake Placid and Sebring high schools reportedly have been hit. Students in some schools 
have had their mobility restricted during school hours, and have been warned that if caught 
vandalizing school facilities, criminal charges will be pursued.
  The TikTok social networking service is owned by Chinese company ByteDance.

  More problems for the southside of Avon Park. This time it's with illegal drivers. Avon Park city 
councilwoman Shirley Johnson asked Highlands County Sheriff Paul Blackman if his units could 
crack down on unlicensed vehicles, which she said have been "running wild" in the southside.
  The request came during contract negotiations for the sheriff's office to continue providing law 
enforcement in the city of charm.
  Johnson said it involves 4-wheelers, dirt bikes and even golf carts - some operated by 



underage drivers.

   Agricultural workers in Highlands County are earning less than the national average. At least, 
that's what a survey from Commodity.com says. The report includes those working in the 
farming, fishing and forestry sectors, earn a median $28,540 dollars a year - when adjusted for 
the cost of living. That compares to the national adjusted average of $29,670 annually.
  That's about 13-percent below the national figures. Officials from Commodity.com say 450 
workers in the Sebring area were surveyed for the report.

  The Frostproof city council will have quite a bit of business to take care of when they get 
together in regular session this evening. First, they will work on expanding "The Friendly City" 
through annexation. They first will vote on accepting more than 13 acres of property known as 
the "Crooked Lake Habitat." They then will decide on another request to annex nearly five more 
acres slated for future development.
  In other action, the council will look at re-instating residential and commercial impact fees for 
new construction in Frostproof.

9/21/2021

  Highlands County commissioners today were asked to remember Penny Ogg. The late former 
Supervisor of Elections died suddenly earlier this month following a brief hospital stay.
  One resident suggested that election day be re-named Penny Ogg Day. County Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck suggested that the Highlands County Government Center might be re-named the 
Penny Ogg center in her honor.
  Commissioners said they would take those suggestions and others under advisement.
  In other action, commissioners approved Ellison "Laney" Streams as new Highlands County 
Public Safety Director. He will replace Marc Bashoor, who will leave county employment at the 
end of this month.

  Avon Park now has a city clerk. Christian Hardman took over the post yesterday. Hardman 
most recently had served as the Board Secretary and Clerk for the Sun 'N Lake Special 
Improvement District.

  Fire struck a home on the east side of Sebring this morning. Units responded to the Rainbow 
Avenue address shortly after 6AM. Authorities say there were no injuries and the cause of the 
blaze remains under investigation.
  Damage estimates could run as high as $30,000 with the fire limited to the kitchen and living 
room area. Apparently, this was not the first time fire units had been called to the Highlands 
Homes address.
 
  Organizers of the Sebring Super Food and Fun Festival say they are postponing the event. No 
new dates have yet been announced, Slated to have been held at The Highlands County 

http://commodity.com/
http://commodity.com/


Fairgrounds this coming Saturday, there were to have been bounce houses, pony & monster 
truck rides, rock climbing, live music and of course, plenty of fair food.
  No reason was given for the postponement.

  Highlands County commissioners will hear a three year report this morning from outgoing 
Highlands County Public Safety Director Marc Bashoor. Under his guidance, the county's fire 
services went from a volunteer to a paid service with an accompanying fire assessment - which 
commissioners raised this year.
  County staff will be holding contract negotiations with  firefighters union representatives 
tomorrow. Bashoor now will be moving on - he leaves officially at the end of this month.
  His replacement, Ellison "Laney" Strearns will come before the commission this morning for 
confirmation.  

9/22/2021

  Highlands County Sheriff's detectives are in search of Taureaun Thompson. A reward of up to 
$5,000 is being offered for information leading to his apprehension. The 25-year-old Thompson 
is wanted in connection with an attempted homicide.
  He is being sought in connection with an incident that occurred back on Sept. 11th where a 
man was shot in Avon Park. Thompson is described as a black male, 5'4" tall, 193 pounds with 
brown eyes and close-cropped brown hair.
   Anyone with information as to Thompson's whereabouts is asked to call the Highlands County 
Sheriff's Office.

  Highlands County School officials say there's increased law enforcement at Avon Park High 
School. Apparently, last night an online post was made with a picture of a bathroom stall on 
social media with a message to students not to come to school today.
  The bathroom pictured had black stalls. However, the school does not have bathrooms that 
match the one in the picture. The posting has been investigated and it was determined that this 
was not a credible threat to the school.  
  Authorities say making threats against a school is a second degree felony punishable by up to 
15 years in prison.

  One person was injured yesterday in a single vehicle accident on the Panther Parkway 
between Sebring and Avon Park.
  Apparently, a pickup went out of control on the traffic circle there. The truck went through a 
swale and hit one of the metal utility poles. No names or other information has been released.

  It's that time of year and it appears animals are on the move around Highlands County. First, a 
large Florida Brown Bear was spotted by a security camera in a residential area near Hammock 
Road and County Road 635.



  Another camera caught a Florida Panther walking around near the Bird Streets just east of 
Sebring. Residents are cautioned to secure their trash cans and keep an eye on wandering 
pets.

  Highlands County commissioners last night sailed through a budget approval meeting. Among 
other things, they inked an 8.55 mil property tax rate to help underwrite the county's $157.3 
million dollar budget.

9/23/2021

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials no longer are looking for Taureaun Thompson. The 25-
year-old Thompson reportedly turned himself in to authorities last night. He had been sought on 
attempted homicide charges in connection with a shooting incident in Avon Park back on 
September 11th.
  Thompson has been booked into the Highlands County jail.

   Highlands County School officials released a new Emergency Rule yesterday. The measure 
brings a change to their current quarantine procedures. Parents or legal guardians of children 
who are known to have been exposed to COVID now may allow their child to attend school and 
school activities as long as the child has no symptoms. They also may choose to quarantine 
their child for no longer than seven days.  
  The change will allow any child currently in quarantine that is showing no symptoms, to return 
to classes beginning today.

   Crews from Highlands County Emergency Management and Road & Bridge were busy 
yesterday taking a look at damage done to local streets due to the amounts of rain recieved 
earlier this week. They found a number of issues including a section of Maxanna Boulevard 
south of Sebring and Claremont Avenue in Placid Lakes.  Both have been closed for repairs.
  County officials are asking for help from citizens in locating other areas that were damaged by 
flooding. They caution residents not to drive through standing water across roadways.

  By the way, you may see some traffic congestion in Lake Placid and at the south end of the 
Sebring Parkway today. That's because two of the three WaWa stores officially opened this 
morning.
  The Avon Park location across from Sun 'N Lake is supposed to open October 7th.
  The feeding frenzy of food and gas is expected to last several days while residents get an 
opportunity for an initial visit.

9/24/2021



  Apparently, it pays to be a roofer in Highlands County. A new report by the firm "Porch" 
indicates roofers in the Sebring metro area make an estimated wage of $38,000 annually - that 
jumps to $44,000 a year when adjusted for the cost of living here.
  The survey shows that roofers earn a similar amount to painters, but they are compensated 
significantly less than other high skilled occupations such as electricians, plumbers or 
equipment operators.
  The adjusted median national average for roofer pay was set at $43,500.

  The Florida Department of Health and Highlands County government officials are putting on a 
push to get people vaccinated against the coronavirus. A Free Community Vaccination Day is 
slated to be held this coming Tuesday.
  Those who get the jab with the Moderna or Pfizer shots will be eligible for a $10 food card. The 
event will be held at the Florida Department of Health location on George Boulevard south of 
Sebring.

  Visit Sebring, the tourism marketing arm of the Highlands County government, will launch a 
new Geocaching Trail tomorrow. The event reportedly is designed to celebrate the county's 
centennial anniversary.
  25 Geocaching sites have been established as part of the event. It begins tomorrow morning at 
8:00 in the Lake Placid Journal Plaza, then will wind up tomorrow evening on the Historic Circle 
in downtown Sebring.

   More entertainment is slated for the Heartland. First, new manager of Sebring's Champion for 
Children Circle Theater, Harry Havery, announced an extensive concert series that begins in 
October.
  Now, the Mid-Florida Opry has announced they'll be holding monthly concerts in Frostproof. 
City council members in The Friendly City have given the group permission to stage their shows 
at the beginning of each month in the city hall auditorium.
  Their first show is slated for November.

9/27/2021

  Avon Park city council members will have quite a bit of housekeeping to take care of when 
they meet tonight in regular session. They first will hold public hearings on the budget. At their 
last meeting, the council voted to set the millage at 2.24 mils to help underwrite the city's $38.6 
million dollar spending plan for the upcoming fiscal year.
  In other action, the council will look at a proposed ordinance that could allow for an electric 
scooter franchise to set up in the city - and will take care of improvements at their wastewater 
treatment plant.
  Most importantly, the council will set the official date for Tricker-treat night in the City of Charm.



  Sebring Police and the Highlands County Sheriff's office teamed up to make a couple of 
arrests Saturday. Picked up were 29-year-old Roy Shawn Walker and 30-year-old Tevin Jamal 
Howard. The two reportedly fled from the Alan Jay Kia dealership into a heavily wooded area.
  However, Sheriff's K-9 Hooch was able to ferret out the pair for other lawmen who were on the 
trail. Both have been charged with counts of burglary of a structure and burglary of a 
conveyance. Howard also faces drug charges,
  Both are being held in the Highlands County jail under no bond.
  
   Fire reportedly destroyed a storage building over the weekend. Units from West Sebring and 
Sun 'N Lake were called to the Flower Terrace address early Saturday morning, where they 
found the building fully involved in flames.
  There were no injuries reported in the incident. The state fire marshal's office has been called 
in to determine the cause of the blaze. Damage estimate was set at $15,000.

  A Wauchulla woman has been struck and killed by a pickup. The incident occurred near the 
intersection of Bessie Road and Maxwell Drive. Florida Highway Patrol reports indicate the 
driver of the truck failed to see the woman walking and struck her.
  No charges have yet been filed.

  A Polk County lunch lady who was in an abusive relationship, now has been charged with 
stabbing her boyfriend to death with a pair of scissors.
  Reportedly 38-year-old Rose-Marie Hernandez Rosa initially had claimed that she had found 
her live-in boyfriend with a stab wound to the back, however, detectives now believe the incident 
occurred during an altercation between the two. She has been booked into the Polk County jail.

9/28/2021

  The Avon Park city council sawed through quite a bit of business  at their meeting last night. 
They first approved their budget and millage rate for the upcoming fiscal year. Property tax 
evaluation will jump to 2.24 mils to support the city's $38.6 million dollar budget.
  In other action, the council approved a couple of new housing projects for the City of Charm. 
One will be a series of more than a dozen duplexes off Lott Street. The other will be a 47-acre 
development of single family residential homes off Gaster Road on the north end.

  Highlands County and the Florida Department of Health are hosting a Free Community 
Vaccination Day today. It runs from 8 - 4 at the Florida Department of Health on George 
Boulevard south of Sebring. Residents will have their choice of the Moderna or Pfizer shots.
  Those who get the jab will be eligible for a $10 food gift card. Appointments are available 
however, they say walk-ins also are welcome.  

  Highlands County Sheriff's K-9s will be a bit better protected after a donation of bullet-proof 
and stab-proof vests. K-9s Gentry, Kilo-Ren, Hooch, Benji and Lady will be custom-fitted for the 



gear, which are sponsored by a "Survival Armor" incentive program.
  The body armor was donated by a charitable organization called "Vested Interest for K-9s." 
Fittings and formal presentation is expected in the next couple months.  
  
  A Polk County man has been charged with first-degree murder in the death of his girlfriend 
after he confessed to his mother and she called police.
  Polk County Sheriff's deputies arrested 37-year-old Jason Robinson outside his RV.
  Robinson reportedly grabbed a deputy's stun gun and radio and tried to choke him. Two 
witnesses then jumped in and helped to detain him.
  Deputies who arrived as backup found the girlfriend's body buried under a pallet next to the 
RV's door. Robinson is being held in the Polk County Jail.

9/29/2021

  A new study by the firm Construction Coverage shows that carpenters in the Sebring area earn 
an average of $36,600 a year. Even with the figure adjusted to $42,000 annually based on the 
local cost of living, it pales in comparison to the national average of $49,500 a year - which is an 
unadjusted number.
 The survey points to supply chain problems as a critical factor in the construction industry.

  Code enforcement officers in Avon Park say they are suffering the slings and arrows of a 
problem which is not of their making. Municipal code enforcement officer Randy LaBelle told 
Avon Park council members he has been called every name in the book, when he asks people 
for their names and addresses when filing a code enforcement complaint.
  Labelle simply is following state law, passed during the last legislative session. It mandates 
code enforcement complainants identify themselves. He says, without that information, officers 
may not respond to the issue.

  Highlands County's Sheriff's K-9's have been busy over the past few days. First, it was Hooch 
that made a collar, now comes word that K-9 Gentry ferreted out a couple of Polk County men 
who were found during the early morning hours at an Avon Park scrapyard.
  When ordered to halt, two of the three men found - fled into the dark. However, Gentry was 
able to sniff them out and detain them. All three subsequently were arrested and taken to the 
Highlands County jail.
  
  A two vehicle accident in Sebring last night sent two people to the hospital. Police in the City 
on the Circle say a pick-up truck and a passenger car collided at the intersection of Kenilworth 
Boulevard and the Sebring Parkway about 7:45 last night.
  Two people were taken to the hospital with what were described as "non-life threatening 
injuries."

  A Hardee County man reportedly has been killed in a Manatee County traffic crash. Florida 



Highway Patrol reports indicate a car driven by a Sarasota man went across state road 64, 
striking a Wauchula's man's car head-on.
  Both drivers were pronounced dead at the scene.

9/30/2021

  Highlands County firefighters had their hands full last night with a brush fire. The flames 
charred about an acre of land off Blue Skies Drive in the Sun 'N Lakes south community. Units 
from Sun 'N Lakes and the Division of Forestry were able to get the fire under control in the 
largely wooded area.
  Reportedly. no homes or other structures were endangered and there were no injuries. 
Authorities say a pallet left burning in the middle of the road appears to have sparked the 
flames.

  Plans are being made for the upcoming Halloween celebrations in Avon Park. Gaylin Thomas 
of the Heartland Cultural Alliance has received permission from the Avon Park city council to 
close Museum Avenue on Saturday, October 30th for a series of spooky events.
  On tap are a Halloween costume parade, a haunted train car at the depot museum and a 
make it & take it craft at the Avon Park Library. That will run from 4-6pm.
  Council set Tricker-Treat night to run from 6-9pm on Saturday, October 30th.

  Blue Streak Fever will hit the streets of Sebring this morning as the annual Homecoming 
Parade is held. Plans are to run from Sebring Senior High School, up Commerce Street. around 
the Circle then down Ridgewood to Lemon Street - then back the same way they came.
  Kickoff will be at 9:30 this morning. The entire processional will take about an hour with floats 
and marching units.

  A car and a semi-track collided yesterday at the intersection of US 17 and R-E-A Road in 
Wauchula. The force of the impact caused the car to flip over onto its roof. Both the driver of the 
car and a child passenger were injured and airlifted out to Tampa General.
  Charges in the incident are pending further investigation.

   POLK COUNTY, Fla. (fb) – A Florida Highway Patrol trooper's driving maneuver may have 
saved a Polk County Sheriff's deputy’s life.
  The incident reportedly occurred at the County Road 557 exit westbound on I-4. A Polk County 
deputy was putting down stop sticks to catch a driver during a police chase.
   As the suspect evaded law enforcement, he lost control, which sent him careening into the 
grassy median between the ramps.
   The vehicle reportedly then towards the deputy standing by a guardrail when a cruiser being 
driven by an FHP trooper crashed into the out-of-control vehicle to stop it.



   The accused driver, 20-year-old Nain Nolasco of Mulberry, and a 16-year-old boy were taken 
into custody at the scene. nobody was seriously injured in the incident.


