
WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
April 1, 2016-June 30, 2016

WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment 
of the following issues that were important to the community in the 2nd quarter 2016

*Politics
*Education
*Crime
*Health/Healthcare
*Consumer Issues

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues: 

LOCAL:
Program Day Time
The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m.
WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00 p.m. 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 
sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series.

SYNDICATED:
Program Day Time
Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m.
This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m.

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for teens, 
targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic sketch 
comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 
information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 
well as teaching teens about money and business

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 
agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-
Business. 

Politics
House Session:  04/04/16; 7:14 p.m.; .63:  House members are back in Springfield after a month 
long break.  But the budget wasn’t up for discussion.  And Lawmakers did not spend much time 
in the House Chambers.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol….they met about a half hour 
before adjourning for the day.  Most lawmakers headed into committee but some say the budget 



should have been a top priority.  With no debate on the floor committees were held to discuss 
fantasy sports betting and a bill requiring warning labels on medical marijuana to show side effects.  
Other legislation brought up would ban drones from flying over prisons because they could 
potentially deliver contraband.  With only a little more than 8 weeks left in the scheduled spring 
session Lawmakers are curious why the budget was put on hold today.  The House and Senate will 
be back in session tomorrow the first time in months that both chambers will be in town.
Map Marchers:  04/13/16; 7:15 p.m.; .45:  College students took their message to the streets this 
morning.  They want the Governor to sign the spending plan that passed the House yesterday.  
About 100 University of Illinois Springfield students marched from the old State Capitol to the 
current one.  Students say the wait has gone on far too long.  They say they’re fortunate their 
campus can so far cover the cost for financial assistance.  But they’re worried other schools will 
run out of money.  Students made it into the House gallery…where they were acknowledge on the 
floor by Representative Sue Scherer.
Earth Rally:  04/21/16; 7:17 p.m.; .41:  Hundreds gathered at the Capitol to celebrate Earth Day 
a day early.  Activists came from all over the state to show support for Mother Earth and the 
“Illinois Clean Jobs Bill.”  The bipartisan legislation would require thirty-five percent of energy 
to be generated by renewable sources by 2030.  Supporters say it’s not just an environmental issue 
it’s an economic one.  Those jobs are estimated to be created every year.  It’s also estimated to 
reduce energy use by 20 percent by 2025.
Rauner Special Session:  04/27/16:  7:10 p.m.; .46:  Governor Bruce Rauner has said he’d 
consider paying for a special session himself if a budget isn’t agreed to by the deadline.  We’re 
keeping you Connected to the Capitol.  The budget deadline for the 2017 fiscal year is at the end 
of May.  The Governor wants to combine this year and next year’s budgets.  Rauner has criticized 
special sessions in the past, but said he would be open to bringing Lawmakers together if they 
could come to an agreement.  The Governor’s comments come a week after Lawmakers reached 
a deal to fund higher education for the summer.
Auditor General:  05/06/16; 7:13 p.m.; .48:  Lawmakers are asking the Auditor General to 
explain his use of campaign cash from when he was a state representative.  They say the people of 
Illinois are tired of the corruption scandals.  Back in February the Better Government Associations, 
the Edgar County Watchdogs and other sources looked into it.  They saw 95 thousand for 
repayment of loans and interest between 1999 and 2015.  They also found nearly 250 thousand 
dollars for car repairs and gas at one service station.  Just last fall he was appointed to a 10-year 
term as Auditor General.  His spokesperson says they’ll review the letter and provide a quick 
response.
Governor Rank:  05/12/16; 7:16 p.m.; .30:  When it comes to unpopular Governor’s Illinois has 
one of the top ten in the U.S.  According to a new survey, Governor Rauner is the sixth most 
unpopular Governor in America.  His approval numbers saw a drop during the long-standing 
budget stalemate.  It went down about 8 points to 34 percent since a similar survey last year.  We 
asked the Governor how he feels about it.  As for the worst Governor in America….that honor 
went to Kansas Governor Sam Brownback.
Rauner Budget:  05/19/16; 7:15 p.m.; .43:  The Governor says he remains optimistic that a 
budget will be signed by the end of May.  We’re keeping you Connected to the Capitol.  The state 
has 12 days to reach the deadline and people are on edge.  Illinois is closing in on 11 months 
without a 2016 budget.  Lawmakers are looking at plans to combine 2016 and year 2017 budget 
proposals.  Rauner says a budget will not happen overnight but he believes it can come soon.  If a 



budget isn’t passed by the end of May, by law legislators will need a supermajority for 71 yes 
votes to pass the bill.
Governor Session:  05/23/16; 7:14 p.m.; .15:  The current Governor has just one week left in 
session to get a budget settled.  The State is now in crunch time with Lawmakers needing two 
budgets by the end of May.  Rauner say if Democrats want to raise taxes then they need to include 
parts of his turn around agenda.
Budget Update:  05/30/16; 7:02 p.m.; .24:  They still haven’t passed a 2016 budget, but the 
deadline for passing a 2017 budget is tomorrow.  Legislative Leaders are meeting with the 
Governor as we speak and these have been on-going this past week in hopes to work through 
Rauner’s reforms and finding middle ground on the budget.  About 10 minutes into House session 
both parties caucus for about an hour.  They met with budget working groups who have been 
meeting all week to find a solution.  One Democrat says boosting revenue was discussed and 
closing Government loopholes. Governor Bruce Rauner did say he would veto entirely House 
Speaker Michael Madigan’s spending plan which passed the house last week.  And no surprise 
one lawmakers says not much progress has been made today.  Both Chambers have been passing 
a variety of no-budget bills since this morning. 
State of Our State:  06/01/16:  7:03 p.m.; .58:  State Lawmakers are supposed to send a budget 
to the Governor by the end of May….but this year the process completely broke down leaving the 
state with no spending plan for the second year in a row.  We’re keeping you Connected to the 
Capitol.  It went down to the wire late last night for at least an education bill.  Democrats had two 
bill that would have fully funded schools like the Governor asked for.  But, the bills also included 
700 million more dollars in equity grants to help struggling school districts.  And, it would have 
included a more than 200 million dollars to the Chicago Teacher’s Pension Fund.  Democrats in 
each chamber could not get enough of their own caucus to pass the bills with the simple majority 
needed.  Both parties say the failure shows they will need to redouble their efforts at a compromise.  
Any spending plan will now require a three-fifths supper majority in each chamber to pass.  It 
likely will force the two sides to work together on some sort of compromise.  Lawmakers are set 
to return next Wednesday.
Durbin on Hillary:  06/09/16; 7:04 p.m.; .50:  Despite having almost no shot at the nomination 
and Illinois Senator says he’s okay with Senator Bernie Sanders taking the fight into the convention 
this summer.  The campaign is likely over for Bernier Sanders.  But he’s still planning to continue 
through the last primary next week in Washington D.C.  Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
became the Presumptive Nominee this week…after big wins in New Jersey and California.  Illinois 
Senator Dick Durbin has supported Clinton since the beginning but he says Sanders has been 
important in the Race.  The President endorsed Clinton after meeting with Sanders earlier today at 
the White House.
Lottery Payments:  06/15/16; 7:03 p.m.; .47:  Lottery winners may start to feel unlucky when 
they find out they won’t get their winnings.  The State’s Comptroller says lottery money will run 
out by July 1st.  Last year state lottery officials said payment for all winnings more than 600 dollars 
will be delayed because of the budget impasse.  That could happen again.  Lawmakers still hope 
simple steps can be made to find a balanced budget.  Around this time last year the state handed 
out IOU’s to lottery winners up to 25 thousand.  Anything above that has to be a check written by 
the Comptroller.  Money that pays for 911 centers and federally funded social services like food 
stamps may also dry up.
Death Payments:  06/20/16; 7:19 p.m.; .53:  The State Treasurer wants the Governor to sign a 
bill that would help families get life insurance benefits after someone has died.  This is an update 



for you.  The new bill would require insurance companies to use the social security death list.  It 
would help them identify when a client has died and require them to make an effort to track down 
the beneficiary.  Mike Frerichs has already been sued by Kemper Insurance.  He hopes the new 
law will help settle future issues.  If signed insurance companies would be penalized for not 
following the new policies.  Frerichs says without the bill insurance companies have been able to 
profit on unclaimed benefits.  
Rauner Today:  06/27/16; 7:02 p.m.; 19:  Governor Rauner says Lawmakers will be back to the 
Capitol on Wednesday.  Rauner is hoping the General Assembly will take a vote on a short term 
measure.  It would pay for Government operations and services like paying vendors at the 
Department of Corrections and Human Services.  The Governor plans to meet with the four 
legislative leaders tomorrow.
 

Education
GEO Work Out:  04/01/16; 7:15 p.m.; .36:  U of I Grad students and faculty are fighting for 
their rights.  Members of the “Graduate Employees Organization” have been going back and forth 
with the University for months.  They’re battling to keep tuition waivers.  Today G-E-O members 
met with the University while others rallied outside the building.  The organization represents 
about 27-hundred teaching and graduate assistants.
School Board Latest:  04/11/16; 7:04 p.m.; .26:  The Champaign School Board is looking at 
buying more property near Central High School.  Tonight a vote will be taken on whether to buy 
a house near some of the land that was acquired in January.  It’s in the 600 Block of West Church 
Street.  If approved the District would pay $5,000 to have sole rights to buy the property anytime 
over the next 18 months.  If District Leaders decide to do that, that money will go toward the total 
cost of almost 300-thousand dollars.
U Of I Grads:  04/19/16; 7:14 p.m.; .45:  The U of I is making sure they keep track of their 
student’s accomplishments after graduation.  They put together an initiative called “Illini Success.”  
It’s a detailed record of where their students find jobs.  They’ve been working on this for the last 
two years.  Organizers say this gives them better insight into what life looks like after they leave 
the University.  They passed this survey along to 7 thousand students and heard back from more 
than 5 thousand already.  The information is available in a report online at illinoishomepage.net.
School Funding:  04/27/16; 7:27 p.m.; .38:  Some school districts are starting to worry because 
they still haven’t seen money for the upcoming school year.  We’re your Classroom 
Connection….Governor Rauner toured Auburn High School today and talk with students about 
his agenda to get more funding for all schools.  One Superintendent says after seeing bipartisanship 
to pass funding for higher Ed he’s hopeful they’ll see money soon rather than later.  Since 2009 
funding for education has dropped by over one billion dollars.
Academic Changes:  05/02/16; 7:06 p.m.; .26:  U of I Students could see a curriculum change in 
a few semesters.  Today the Academic Senate is voting on a proposal to change “Gen Ed” 
requirements.  Students have to take a “Western Culture” course and either a No-Western” or a 
“U.S. Minority Culture” course to graduate.  The proposal would require them to take all three.  
The committee that wrote it says students need to be ready for a diverse society.  If the Senate 
approves it, it would take effect in fall of 2018.
EIU Conserving Money:  05/10/16; 7:16 p.m.; .23:  EIU is still looking for ways to save money.  
One of those?? Cutting hours.  EIU will close certain buildings at noon on Friday’s throughout the 



summer.  This doesn’t apply to the president’s office, booth library and the University Police 
Department.  Officials say this will allow them to save money on electricity.  Summer classes 
meeting on Friday afternoons will be moved to buildings with air conditioning. 
New School:  05/18/16; 7:04 p.m.; .37:  One group is moving forward with plans to start a brand 
new high school in Champaign-Urbana.  More than hundred people showed up at a meeting today 
to learn about “Academy High School.”  Organizers say they want to create an experimental 
education environment unlike anything else in Central Illinois.  They say once they get their 
philosophy nailed down…they’ll find a building and hire faculty members.  If you’re interested in 
learning more about the high school… there’s another meeting that started at seven tonight at the 
I-Hotel. 
RTHS Graduation:  05/27/16; 7:21 p.m.; .39:  For the first time in five years, Rantoul Township 
High School will be holding its graduation indoors.  The ceremony has moved to the gym because 
the school’s football field is too wet.  The gym also holds a few hundred fewer people.  But the 
school’s principal says there will be enough space, and students are just as excited to graduate.   
Because the school already had a rain plan, the relocation will not affect the ceremony in any way.  
Commencement is set to begin at 7:30 tonight.
Patriotic Lemonade:  05/30/16; 7:26 p.m.; .32:  A six-year old is using an old fashion way to 
raise money for vets this Memorial Day.  Jackson Taylor spent the weekend learning about 
veterans and what they’ve done for the country.  After laying some flags at Veterans graves at the 
local cemetery, he decided he wanted to do more.  He set up a lemonade stand outside his house, 
asking for money but for people instead to thank a vet.  Though Jackson didn’t ask for money he 
still got a lot of donations.  He says he’s going to donate most of it to his local VFW.  He used a 
small portion to buy himself his favorite dinner at McDonald’s.
EIU Relief Fund:  06/01/16; 7:05 p.m.; .31:  A relief fund for laid off Easter Illinois employees 
is open and online.  The “Support EIU Employees Group” started the fund through various 
fundraising efforts over the past months.  Right now they are accepting applications every 
Wednesday from 2 to 4 in the afternoon at the Charleston County Market.  The relief fund currently 
has more than 12-thousand dollars.  Applicants can qualify for up to 250 dollars every 45 days if 
they meet the criteria and money is available. 
Benton Internship:  06/06/16; 7:09 p.m.; .46:  Our former anchor Dave Benton is being honored 
with an internship in his name.  A viewer who had watched and met Dave wanted to set it up to 
honor his life and work.  She donated money to WILL to put it together for aspiring journalists.  
The Intern will spend time there and in our newsroom learning the ins and outs of a career in news.  
His wife says it’s a great honor to a man who truly loved his work.  Dave worked at WCIA for 10 
years.  He continued to work after he was diagnosed with brain cancer.  He died just more than a 
year ago.
MAP Grant:  06/16/16; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  Fewer students are applying for MAP Grants.  The 
“Illinois Student Assistance Commission” says applications are down about 13-percent for next 
school year.  About 320 thousand students are eligible for assistance.  The Comptroller says unless 
a budget bill is passed MAP Grants and higher education will run out of money next month.
Central HS Forum:  06/20/16; 7:10 p.m.; .20:  The Champaign School District wants your input 
on the future of their schools.  Unit 4 is hosting two ‘open house-style” town hall meetings to get 
input on the school facility plans.  The first will be held Thursday at Central High School.  It starts 
at 6:00 p.m.  The second meeting will be held on July 14th at Centennial.  That will also start at six 
o’clock.



Unit 4 Latest:  06/29/16; 7:05 p.m.; .47:  Champaign teachers came to a tentative contract 
agreement with the district last night.  They picketed before contract talks yesterday, fighting for 
a better family healthcare deal.  Then the two sides negotiated for about eight hours.  Around 
midnight they came to terms they could accept.  Teachers don’t know just how much help they’ll 
be getting yet.  But they’re happy their concerns were addressed.  The current plan has teachers 
paying about eleven-thousand dollars out of pocket to cover insurance for a family of their plus.  
A number of teachers have chosen other healthcare plans or picked up second and third jobs 
because of the high cost.

Crime
Chase Charges:  04/06/16; 7:01 p.m.; .21:  A woman is accused of leading police officers on a 
chase in Vermilion County.  It happened yesterday afternoon.  Westville Police say they got a call 
about a car driving between 80 and 95 mph down Route 1.  But when they caught up with her, she 
didn’t stop.  Police finally boxed her in around 20 minutes later in Georgetown.  She was taken to 
the hospital for a psychiatric evaluation. 
Baby Murder:  04/12/16; 7:00 p.m.; .29:  A U of I student is charged with murder after her baby 
was found dead in her backpack.  Lindsey Johnson of Monee was arrested.  Police say she gave 
birth to a baby boy last month in the bathroom of her dorm.  Johnson initially said she was just 
sick and didn’t need help.  They found her later on campus and they say she admitted to it.  A 
forensic pathologist says the baby was born alive.  Johnson is also charged with a child 
endangerment and concealment of a homicidal death. 
Nunn Court:  04/20/16; 7:02 p.m.; .34:  One of the Illinois Basketball Players charged with 
domestic battery was back in court this morning.  Kendrick Nunn faces 2 counts of domestic 
battery.  A 20-year old woman says Nunn hit her, pushed her, grabbed her neck, and poured water 
on her.  Nunn pleaded not guilty last month.  His lawyers tell us they’ve been working with the 
prosecutor’s office since then.  Nunn’s teammate, Jaylon Tate will be back in court next week on 
a domestic battery charge.
Dilger Court:  04/28/16; 7:03 p.m.; .17:  A former Neoga police officer accused of having sex 
with a 16-year old girl was in court.  It’s an update from your Local News Leader.  John Dilger is 
charged with criminal sexual assault and abuse.  He gave up his right to a preliminary hearing.  
That means they’ll go straight to pre-trail.  That date hasn’t been set.
Armed Robbery:  05/04/16; 7:05 p.m.; .25:  A Champaign police arrested a man for armed 
robbery.  That man was already on probation for the same crime.  Police say 19 year old Lorenzo 
Pettigrew approached 2 people on the sidewalk Monday night.  He threatened them with a gun and 
then robbed them.  Pettigrew was convicted of robbery in Livingston County in December.  He 
started his probation last week.  Pettigrew also pleaded guilty to assault with a deadly weapon in 
Champaign County last week.
Bridge Shooter:  05/13/16; 7:03 p.m.; .18:  A Bismarck man has been charged with shooting at 
cars in Danville.  19 –year old Rheyse Dice is charged with criminal damage to property and 
reckless conduct.  Police were called out to main and Gilbert Street near Memorial Bridge earlier 
this week after reports of multiple vehicles being hit by a BB gun.  No one was hurt.
Danville Arrest:  05/16/16; 7:02 p.m.; .52:  The National search for a man who was wanted for 
killing a young boy ended in Danville.  23-year old Kevin Edwards is charged with the murder of 
a 9 year old in Chicago.  Investigators say he and two others killed Tyshwan Lee back in 
November, all to send a message to his father, a member of a rival gang.  Edwards was the last 



remaining suspect.  Vermilion County deputies arrested him after he ran away from a traffic stop 
Saturday night.  Police believe Edwards had been living in Danville since at least January using a 
fake name.  Chicago police headed to Vermilion County to continue their investigation.  Edwards 
will head back to Cook Counter eventually.  But because of security concerns, authorities aren’t 
saying when that might be.
Danville Body:  05/26/16; 7:05 p.m.; .24:  One man is found dead in Danville, it could be linked 
to a double murder there on Wednesday.  The body was found in the 16 hundred Bock of East 
Voorhees Street in a wooded area.  This after two bodies were found yesterday in the 12 hundred 
block of Giddings Street.  That’s just blocks away from where today’s body was found.  26 year 
old Miranda Oatis was found outside between 2 houses.  And 36 year old Dajunrae Gouard was 
found inside a home.  No word yet on a connection between all three of the deaths.  If you have 
information about these crimes you are urged to call Vermilion County Crime Stoppers.  The 
number is on the screen.
Most Wanted:  05/30/16; 7:17 p.m.; .45:  This week’s most wanted is Jerry Harper.  He’s wanted 
on 50-thousand dollars bond for failure to appear on charges of armed violence.  Harper is a 29-
year old black man…5 feet 8 inches 240 pounds.  He has black hair and brown eyes.  His last 
known address was in the 500-block of Broad meadow in Rantoul.  If you know anything please 
call Crime Stoppers.  The number is here on your screen.  You could also give a text or web tip.  
You don’t have to give your name and you could get a cash reward.
Lindsay Johnson in Court:  06/02/16; 7:04 p.m.; .26:  The U of I student accused of murdering 
her baby was in court today.  Another pre-trail hearing was set for Lindsay Johnson.  That’ll take 
place in August.  This will give the defense time to review her medical records.  Investigators say 
Johnson gave birth to a baby boy on March 13th.  They say they later found her on campus with 
the baby’s body inside her backpack.  Johnson finished out her semester at the U of I.  No word 
on if she’ll face a punishment from the University.
Woman Shot:  06/10/16; 7:02 p.m.; .21:  A shooting on Champaign’s North side sent one woman 
to the hospital.  It happened around one thirty in the 15 hundred block of Holly Hills Drive.  Police 
say the shooting wasn’t random but don’t have a suspect at this point.  A neighbor says he walked 
out of his house and saw her lying on the ground.  With kids around her screaming “they shot my 
mama.”  Now word on the woman’s condition.
Father Killed Son:  06/13/16; 7:03 p.m.; .22:  The man who police say confessed to shooting 
and killing his son was in court today.  It’s an update for you…David Farrell is being charged with 
1st degree murder.  Police say it started as a physical argument between Farrell and his son Matthew 
late Saturday night.  They say hours later his son sent back to the home where his father shot and 
killed him.  Farrell’s bond is set at 1 million.
Murder Arrest:  06/22/16; 7:08 p.m.; .19:  Police have found a Coles County man who was 
wanted in connection with a shooting.  This an update from your News Leader….33 year old 
Shawn Adamson was arrested this morning in Centralia.  He was charged with aggravated 
discharge of a firearm.  Mattoon Police say a gunfight between Adamson and another man led to 
the murder of Ciara Faires.  
Murder Sentence:  06/28/16; 7:06 p.m.; .16:  A Champaign man will go to prison for the murder 
of a Danville woman.  George Chapman was sentenced to 17 years behind bars yesterday.  The 45 
year old pleaded guilty to second degree murder.  He strangled 43 year old Angelica Vasquez 5 
years ago.  He dumped her body in West Champaign.



Health/Healthcare
Heroin OD:  04/04/16; 7:03 p.m.; .19:  Pharmacists in Illinois may soon be able to dispense the 
antidote in case of a heroin overdose.  By completing an on-line training program, certified 
pharmacists will be able to give out “Naloxone” without a prescription to people who might benefit 
most.  That includes trained first responders, school nurses or anyone at risk of overdose. 
Mumps Latest:  04/14/16; 7:02 p.m.; 55:  Champaign County Health experts saw more mumps 
cases in March than any other month in the last year.  It’s been a year since the outbreak started.  
Health experts were hoping it would die out during the winter.  A case was reported in early 
December then there was a big gap.  But another one popped up in January so we never hit the 50 
day mark needed to officially end the outbreak.  Reps with CU Public Health say it’s unusual to 
have an outbreak this long but it’s becoming the new normal.  Some people who got the vaccine 
still got the disease but health experts say they’re more mild cases.  They say the vaccine is still 
the best bet even if it’s not as effective as they want it to be.
Child Immunization:  04/18/16; 7:16 p.m.; .37:  Public Health officials are encouraging parents 
to get their babies vaccinated.  This week is National Infant Immunization Week.  Last year the 
state had a measles outbreak.  Officials say 15 of those cases were small children.  Every year, 
thousands of kids get sick from different diseases.  Health officials say it doesn’t have to that way.    
Health officials recommend immunizations by age two…to protect from 14 serious childhood 
diseases, like whooping cough and measles.
Kidney Mobile:  04/26/16; 7:15 p.m.; .31:  A unique type of vehicle came to Rantoul today.  It’s 
part of an effort to keep you healthy.  It’s called the Kidney Mobile.  It’s from the National Kidney 
Foundation.  People could have some medical tests done for free everything from checking your 
blood pressure to your body mass index.  Their next stop is Urbana.  Tomorrow they’ll be set up 
at Presence Covenant Medical Center from noon to four.
Mental Health:  05/03/16; 7:05 p.m.; .44:  A Rantoul woman was picked to share what she’s 
learned about mental health on a nationwide panel.  Her focus is on kids and there’s a good reason 
for it.  Regina Crider says her daughter was 10 years old when she was diagnosed with mental 
health issues.  Ever since she’s been learning as much as she can to help herself and other families 
who are dealing with the same thing.  Crider is heading to Washington D.C. tomorrow.  She’ll be 
part of a panel talking about children’s mental health awareness on Thursday.  You can watch it 
online.  We’ve got a link on our website.
Mental Health:  05/12/16; 7:03 p.m.; .58:  Some people in Champaign are planning a unique 
fundraiser to keep their group going.  “Grow Illinois” is a community based organization that helps 
people with mental health issues.  But now they need help.  “Grow” is a 12-step program for 
Community Mental Health.  Leaders say they help support people where they are…whether 
they’re dealing with big issues or smaller ones.  But money’s getting tight as they wait for state 
funding.  So they’re planning a fundraiser where people can get the chance to raffle off the Eden 
Building in downtown Champaign.  People need to raise a thousand dollars to get the chance to 
go over the edge and take the trip down the Eden Building.  Organizers say they picked this idea 
because they thought it was something new and different that people would enjoy.  The event is 
set for August 20th.
Older Adults:  05/18/16; 7:16 p.m.; .35:  Despite lack of funds for senior programs, thousands 
showed up to the Annual Senior Celebration in Springfield to take advantage of its free services.  
The event offered over 40 health screenings and hundreds of informational booths.  Those included 
housing options, healthcare info and retirement programs.  The “Area Agency on Aging” hosted 
the event.    This was the 18th year for the event.  More than two thousand people showed up.



Jaundice:  05/23/16; 7:08 p.m.; .11:  Researchers are advising doctors to use caution when 
prescribing ‘light therapy” to treat jaundice in infants.  Two new studies raise questions about a 
possible link between light therapy and childhood cancers.
Medical Marijuana:  05/30/16; 7:05 p.m.; .25:  Medical Marijuana advocates are pleased with 
Governor Rauner’s move expanding the state’s pilot program.  This will allow more time to help 
patients who are suffering.  The program will be extended to 2020.  Post-traumatic stress disorder 
and terminal illnesses were added to the list of qualifying medical conditions which can be treated 
under the program.  Patient and caregiver ID cards will be valid for three years instead of one.
EPI Pens:  06/01/16; 7:16 p.m.; .27:  A severe allergic reaction can be scary and dangerous.  But 
first responders could be getting new tools to keep people alive and their departments under budget.  
The bill would let EMT’s use a syringe with Epinephrine to reverse an allergic reaction.  Using 
the syringe instead of an EPI Pen can save departments thousands of dollars.  And they can buy 
more of them.  The Broadlands-Longview Fire Protection District pitched the idea.  The bills is 
now waiting for the Governor’s signature.
Human Services Money:  06/07/16:  7:04 p.m.; .44:   Frustration continues to grow for Health 
and Human service providers.  Their unpaid bills are reaching millions of dollars.  From homeless 
shelters to hospitals in Springfield some are more fortunate than others.  St. John’s Hospital says 
they’re not sure how long that will last.  Helping Hands a homeless shelter, has reduced hours and 
services.  Staff members for both businesses say it’s been a struggle.  The Director of Helping 
Hands says they recently lost their shelter Director and Case Manager Position and cannot rehire 
them because they don’t have enough money.
Blood Donations:  06/13/16; 7:15 p.m.; .54:  People in Central Illinois are looking for ways to 
help survivors in Orlando by giving blood.  Workers at “Community Blood Services of Illinois” 
say they have partner organizations in Florida.  If those groups asked they’d send over whatever 
they could.  For now anything you donate helps people a little closer to home.  Blood Drive 
organizers say sometimes people don’t realize how important the need is until a crisis happens.  
But even smaller ones can be big in someone else’s life.  Blood supplies are usually a little thinner 
through the summer months when kids are out of school.
Narcan:  06/23/16; 7:18 p.m.; .31:  A new program to help law enforcement handle overdoses 
kicks off today.  “Presence Health Regional EMS” will be providing a Narcan Assistance Program.  
It’s the first of its kind in Central Illinois.  It teaches officers to recognize drug overdoses and 
works to give them Narcan.  That blocks the effects of opioids and reversers an overdose.  Many 
times police officers beat an ambulance to an emergency but don’t have the resources to help.  And 
in cases like those seconds matter.  There were 16 heroin overdose deaths in Champaign County 
last year.
Indy Museum:  06/29/16; 7:26 p.m.; .29:  Finally today the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis 
wants to help fight obesity so they’re going to be doing it in a fun way.  They just unveiled the 
“Riley Children’s Health Sports Legends Experience.”   This new 35 million dollar indoor and 
outdoor facility will include basically every sport you can think of.  We’re talking basketball, 
football, soccer and since it’s in the racing capital of the world there will racing influences as well.
The museum says this is its largest expansion in 40 years.  Colts quarterback Andrew Luck is a 
big supporter of this project.

Consumer Issues
Champaign Programs:  04/08/16; 7:03 p.m.; .56:  More jobs are popping up in the Champaign 
School District.  They say they need more workers to go along with a growing number of students.  



The District says the jobs they’re looking to fill first include bus drivers and monitors, food service 
workers, and teacher’s aides.  There are about 400 more students’ tin Champaign Schools than 
there were 4 years ago.  This year the International Prep Academy moved into its own building.  
They say they’ve had historically large kindergarten classes across the District.  They credit new 
families with the growth in jobs.  The District says the school board just approved a few new 
positions last month.  Right now there are 148 job opening posted on their website.  About a third 
of those are for summer school.
Stamps:  04/11/16; 7:19 p.m.; .43:  Sending mailing just got cheaper.  Yesterday the price of 
stamps went from 49 to 47 cents.  The price of sending postcards also went down.  It’s going to 
cost the United States Postal Service nearly 2 billion dollars.  They’ve been using a surcharge to 
boost revenue since the recession last decade.  The Postal Regulatory Commission says it’s time 
for that to stop.  Postal workers says it’s not a decision they agree with.  But they have to work 
with it.  The postal service relies on sales to stay afloat.  This is just the third time in American 
History that the price of stamps has gone down. 
Tolono Road:  04/22/16; 7:03 p.m.; .42:  Tolono’s Village President vetoed his board’s plans to 
change a truck route through town because he’s worried about safety.  This issue came up because 
of the trains that run through the village.  Jeff Holt says company leaders at the elevator were 
worried about getting traffic and out when trains stopped on the tracks.   Village officials put 
together a proposal to let trucks use part of strong street Cory Street and Austin Street which are 
residential areas.
City Expansion:  04/25/16; 7:16 p.m.; .45:  City leaders in Tuscola have listened to what people 
want for the town.  They put together a master plan of things they’d like to see happen in the next 
20 years.  Development is a hot topic…but people want to make sure it doesn’t disrupt farmers.  
One goal is to build new homes only on non-productive soil.  One shop owner says she’d like to 
see very building in the downtown area filled with businesses.  But agrees that other parts of town 
would be great for development.  The City Administrator says the community had a lot of 
involvement in making the plan.
Dispensary Opens:  05/02/16; 7:05 p.m.; .19:  You can now legally buy marijuana in 
Champaign…if you have a medical use card.  This is an update from your News Leader…Phoenix 
Botanical is the city’s first medical marijuana dispensary.  A shop spokesperson says it’s great to 
finally get their grand-opening.  But if you’re passing by the office, don’t expect to see a lot of 
fan-fare.  The Champaign dispensary is also hosting education sessions at the Champaign Library 
once a month.  Medical Marijuana has been sold in Illinois since November.
Library Funds:  05/10/16; 7:17 p.m.; .60:  Starting in July non-profits based in Champaign will 
be able to use the Library meeting rooms for free again.  The Library’s interim Director says more 
than 300 non-profit groups stopped meeting there after they originally changed the rules.  Starting 
last January the library charged between 10 and 50 dollars per hour to non-profits who wanted to 
use space.  Donna Pittman says they felt like it was a better service to let them come back and use 
the space for free.  Some non-profits that stopped using the library after prices were added say 
they’re looking into coming back.  When it’s all said and done…the library policy of charging 
non-profits for rooms will only have lasted for a year and a half.  Library leaders will also be 
presenting their budget plans at a city council study session tonight.  They’re leaving 16 positions 
open and are waiting to fill some spots since they’re getting less money from property taxes than 
they anticipated.
Driver’s License:  05/17/16; 7:15 p.m.; .59:  The State unveiled its new design for driver’s 
licenses and ID’s today.  They’re doing it to comply with federal guidelines.  The upgrades mean 



you’ll have to wait longer to your driver’s license.  You won’t get new cards at the driver’s facility 
the same day you walk in.  Instead, you’ll leave with a temporary paper driver’s license then get 
the real thing in the mail about two weeks later.  The new ID will have more security features like 
a larger picture with a smaller ghost photo to ensure the person’s appearance is clear.  An 
ultraviolet feature on the back of the card duplicates the person’s photo and birth date.  People can 
expect to see changes next month.  The temporary cards should be good for 45 days while 
information is sent through fraud checks.
MTD Changes:  05/23/16; 7:04 p.m.; .39:  MTD is taking another look at how people get around 
town on their busses.  They’re reviewing the procedures for how riders transfer from one bus to 
another.  Right now, you can transfer with a piece of paper.  But drivers say that can get 
complicated.  So they might opt for a full day pass-similar to those they sell on weekends.  It was 
a topic of discussion at tonight’s public hearing.  This process is in its early stages; any changes 
wouldn’t go into effect until fall 2017.
Mars:  05/30/16; 7:26 p.m.; .30:  If the weather cooperates…you should be able to get an up-
close look at Mars, even without a telescope.  The Red Planet is now closer to earth than it’s been 
in eleven years.  Mars will appear bigger and brighter in the sky until June 3rds…as well as being 
visible to the naked eye.  It will be the brightest “star-like” object in the Southeastern sky…and 
will appear reddish.  NASA says the best time to look for it is about midnight Eastern.
Restaurants Closed:  06/03/16; 7:08 p.m.; .20:  Two downtown Champaign Restaurants will be 
closed this weekend because of health code violations.  301 Mongolian Grill and Dublin O’Neil’s 
were shut down because of refrigeration issues.  The stores are located in the 300 Block of North 
Neil Street.  Inspectors said food wasn’t being kept at the right temperature.  A re-inspection could 
happen Monday morning. 
Bradley Avenue Bridge:  06/08/16; 7:10 p.m.; .28:  A renovation project is in the works to make 
the Bradley Avenue Bridge more accessible for walkers, runners and bikers.  We’re talking about 
the part that goes over I-57.  The Champaign City Council unanimously supported a request for 
state funding for the renovation.  The application is for two million dollars, but the project will 
cost about four-point-eight million all together.  It would create wider biker lanes on the bridge 
and sidewalks on both sides.  Right now, the bridge is only made for vehicles. 
Rantoul Museum:  06/17/16; 7:20 p.m.; .35:  When one museum door closed another one 
opened.  The Village of Rantoul said goodbye to the Chanute Air Museum.  But now people there 
have a new historical museum to look forward to.  Its grand opening is tomorrow at 10:00 a.m.  
This museum used to be a part of Chanute.  The historical society president says the move to a 
new home was a blessing in disguise. The museum is on the site of the former Rantoul Presbyterian 
Church.
Rantoul Business Plan:  06/24/16; 7:05 p.m.; .43:  The Village of Rantoul hopes to soon become 
even more accommodating to local business.  This will be done by zoning code updates.  Updates 
that haven’t happened for the past ten years.  They will change the way businesses can be placed 
around the village.  They will also allow current businesses to make needed expansions to their 
property.  The Champaign County Regional Planning Commission will oversee the code updates.  
Fiegenschuch hopes the changes will make design guidelines less strict.
Pets on Plans:  06/30/16; 7:26 p.m.; .29:  There’s a new solution coming for people who want to 
fly with their pets.  Airports are now providing animal relief areas.  It’s called the Wooftop and 
fliers can bring their pets before or after flights.  Starting in August every major airport in the U.S. 
will be required to have a pet relief area.  The “Department of Transportation” rule was made for 



service animals but other furry fliers are taking advantage.  That should make the dog days of 
summer travel a little easier.

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast public 
service announcements related to the following issues:  

 Education– AUT Truck-Autism Awareness-TEA Anthem Teaching
Health/Healthcare– “Funky Chicken” Food Safety Education-AARP Care Giving 
Consumer – Palace Pets-Pet Adoption-Foundation for a Better Life: Making a Difference, 
Listening, Spread the Love and Being There.
Children/Youth-Toys for Tots/SB2 Chairs Car Seat Safety
Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification
 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day.


