
WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
July 1, 2016-September 30, 2016

WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment 
of the following issues that were important to the community in the 3rd quarter 2016

*Politics
*Education
*Crime
*Health/Healthcare
*Consumer Issues

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues: 

LOCAL:
Program Day Time
The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m.
WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00 p.m. 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 
sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series.

SYNDICATED:
Program Day Time
Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m.
This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m.

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for teens, 
targeting 13 to 16-year-old.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic sketch 
comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 
information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 
well as teaching teens about money and business

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 
agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week in Agri-
Business. 

Politics
Lingle Resigns:  07/04/16; 7:10 p.m.; .25:  Governor Bruce Rauner is losing another major COG 
in his administration.  We’re keeping you Connected to the Capitol.  The State’s Chief operating 
officer Linda Lingle resigned last week after lawmakers signed Illinois first budget in a year.  
Lingle had been involved with the Governor’s turnaround team since his inauguration.  She made 



a 198-thousand-dollar salary during her time in Illinois.  Lingle also used to be the Governor of 
Hawaii.  
Rauner on Stop Gap:  07/15/16; 7:18 p.m.; .78:  Governor Rauner wants a full budget as soon 
as possible.  Rauner says the budget is not balanced and he didn’t want to go with the Stop Gap 
Plan it’s only good for six months.  Rauner wants the General Assembly back before November.  
Lawmakers are scheduled to return after the General Election.  By that time schools and human 
services programs will see their funding dwindle.  At a press event the Governor was questioned 
about recent interviews of him calling Lawmakers back to work.  He said he would rather hash out 
a deal now instead of waiting until fall.  The longer the state goes without having a budget the 
more Illinois pays in interest.  Rauner says after the elections, Democrats told him they will take 
votes on his reforms like pension and workers compensation.  He believes in that time we could 
see a full bipartisan plan.  Rauner says waiting until after November Madigan could gain more 
seats and Rauner says those though votes could be more hard to come by.  The Senate is scheduled 
to come back November 15th.  No word on when the House will return. 
Voter Registration:  07/22/16; 7:18 p.m.; .23:  The State Board of Elections experienced a cyber 
hack in the registration system.  Staff tell us it happened early this month and the voter system was 
shut off as a precaution that same day.  The hack is still under investigation.  But representatives 
with the Board of Elections say no records in the database were added, changed, or deleted.  The 
hackers weren’t able to access voter signature images or history.
Lawmaker Pay:  07/27/16; 7:16 p.m.; .34:  A recent report has Illinois Lawmakers in the top five 
for highest paid in the nation.  A study with the “Illinois Policy Institute” shows an average salary 
of nearly 68 thousand dollars.  73 hundred dollars go to healthcare per Lawmaker.  And they get 
nearly 8 thousand dollars in per diem payments and mileage reimbursement.  People say the cost 
isn’t matching up with work performances.  Taxpayers also pay nearly 15-thousand dollars per 
lawmaker for the pension benefits they accrue each year.
Decatur Mayor:  08/01/16; 7:06 p.m.; .36:  Decatur’s Mayor announced she will run for re-
election.  Julie Moore Wolfe was appointed to the position last August after mike McElroy died.  
Wolfe mad the announcement earlier today.  She says she plans to continue improving the City’s 
Public Works.  She also wants to unify the community and save money any way she can.  Wolfe 
will run for Mayor in the 20177 municipal election.  She’s been elected twice to the City Council.
Presidential Predictor:  08/09/16; 7:25 p.m.; .52:  Researchers at the U of I say they’ve made a 
website that can predict who’s going to be our next President.  They call it “Election Analytics.”  
The website is put together and updated every day by students and a Professor at the U of I.  It’s a 
combination of poll numbers algorithms and some analysis.  But instead of looking thins nationally 
they break things down state by state like it would be for the general election.  Organizers say it’s 
a fun project.  People who go the site can customize the results by adding in third party candidates 
taking out certain polls or choosing which they think undecided voters will lean.  Researchers say 
they’re confident they’ve got the whole picture on the site.
Gill Decision:  08/25/16; 7:10 p.m.; .25:  David Gill’s name will remain on the ballot for a run at 
Congress.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  Gill didn’t get enough signatures to stay on 
the November ballot.  But he argued the signature requirement isn’t fair to third party candidates.  
The Judge agreed to let Gill stay in the race.  However, this does not change the law when it comes 
to that signature requirement.  Gill will now face incumbent Rodney Davis and Democrat Mark 
Wicklund. 
Voter Breach:  08/29/16; 7:18 p.m.; .31:  A cyber-attack at the State Board of Elections is still 
under investigation.  They found out about the attack on July 12th, after they noticed an unexplained 



spike in processor usage.  Web server logs show the hackers hit the IP addresses five times a 
second, 24 hours a day…since June 23rd.  The elections website and database were taken off-line 
to protect against further attack.  Officials say they are confident no data was added, changed or 
deleted…and no voting history information or voters’ signatures were captured.  The FBI is 
investigating.
Election Preps:  09/02/16; 7:04 p.m.; .49:  More than 2-thousand people have already requested 
“Vote by Mail” ballots in Champaign County.  We are your Local Election Headquarters.  That’s 
ahead of pace from two and four years ago.  The County Board approved a 100-thousand-dollar 
budget increase to help cover costs for more resources so people don’t have to wait in line too long 
in November.   But the County Clerk says voting early may be the most convenient option.    Unit 
4 families could have a big impact on the elections this fall.  About half the registered voters in the 
County live in the Champaign School District.  There’s a 183-million-dollar school referendum on 
the ballot.  The clerk says they’re preparing for record turnout.
Register to Vote:  09/09/16; 7:15 p.m.; .55:  A mailing calling for voter registration confused 
hundreds of voters in Central Illinois earlier this year.  Now that same letter is coming out again.  
We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  The mailing appears to come from Local Election 
Authorities.  But in fact, it’s coming from an independent group called the Voter Participation 
Center.  The confusion comes from the fact that voter registration materials with a return envelope 
back to Local Election offices included in the letter.  Hulten says based on the hundreds of calls 
he got about it, there were many cases of outdated information.  He says there’s a simple solution, 
check your voter status online at your local authority’s website.
Campaign:  09/15/16; 7:18 p.m.; .15:  Donald Trump is set to deliver an economic policy speech 
in New York today…his campaign has promised more detailed medical information will be made 
available by the end of the week.  Hilary Clinton has two events, one in North Carolina another in 
Washington D.C.
Gill Not on the Ballot:  09/19/16:  .40:  David Gill has officially been taken off the November 
ballot.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  Gill was trying to run for Congress but didn’t 
get the required number of signatures to appear on the ballot.  He challenged the signature 
requirement saying it was unfair.  A Judge agreed with him but the state is appealing.  The Board 
of Elections announced today that the ballots need to be certified and Gill won’t be on them.    Gill’s 
Campaign says they’ll be waiting to hear from the Federal Appeals Court.
Same Day Registration:  09/27/16; .29:  You will not be able to register to vote at your polling 
place on Election Day.  This is a WCIA 3 follow-up.  A Federal Judge ruled today that’s unfair.  
A state Law required counties with at least 100-thousand people to offer same day registration at 
your polling place.  But didn’t require it for smaller counties.  Opponents say that favors Urban 
areas and isn’t fair to rural voters.  You can still register to vote at the County Clerk’s Office on 
Election Day.  But officials say today’s ruling could mean long lines there.

Education
Budget Education:  07/01/16; 7:22 p.m.; .46:  The budget deal means an end to a practice costing 
schools millions.  But many districts say it’s going to solve the long-term crisis facing high-poverty 
districts.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The state’s pro-ration policy was ended in 



the budget so schools can receive all the money directed to them.  It’s the first time in more than 
five years that’s happened.  But Superintendents say the state needs to change its formula to focus 
more attention on impoverished schools.  The deal will also send an extra 250 million dollars to 
Illinois School Districts with high poverty levels.
Map Grant Money Issues:  07/11/16; 7:08 p.m.; .21:  More than 18 thousand students could 
miss out on Map Grant Money in the fall.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The stop 
gap proposal doesn’t pay for financial aid for the upcoming school year.  A survey from the 
‘Student Assistance Commission” says degrees could be delayed.  1 in 7 students say they would 
either not return to school for the fall 2016 term or would have a tough time doing that because of 
money.  Any appropriation wouldn’t come until sometime after the General Assembly comes back 
which isn’t scheduled to happen until mid-November.
Central Vote:  07/18/16; 7:08 p.m.; .29:  The Champaign School Board is voting on another 
property option to help Central High School to expand at its current location.  The property up for 
vote tonight is at 615 West Church in Champaign.  It’s the latest move to tackle the school’s 
overcrowding problem.  The District already has option agreements to buy several properties near 
Central.  If the board approves another one tonight they’d be able to buy a tenth.  Voters would 
still decide whether to keep Central there or build a new high school somewhere else.
Urbana Registration:  07/27/16; 7:20 p.m.; .15:  The first day of school is quickly approaching 
for many students.  Today was the first day of registration for the Urbana School District.  It’s 
being held at the Middle School.  This is for all students and parents.  They will also be open from 
twelve to seven tomorrow.
Back to School:  08/03/16; 7:10 p.m.; .49:  Back to School shopping can be hard on your budget.  
But the Salvation Army in Champaign wants to help.  It’s the first day of their “in the bag” sale.  
Thousands of clothes and shoes are available in a space outside the usual thrift store.  The sale is 
possible thanks to increased donations this summer and dozens of volunteers.  It’s a big fundraiser 
for the Salvation Army.  But they’re happy to pass savings on to the community.  You can find the 
Salvation Army’s address, and sale items, on your screen.  Bags are available for 5 or 10 dollars, 
depending on size.  There’s no limit to how many bags you can buy.
Parkland Event:  08/11/16; 7:20 p.m.; .31:  Parkland College had a big turnout for the first day 
of fall enrollment.  The Blitz started this morning and 140 students come through.  They set up on 
the bridge of the second floor of the union as one stop shop.  Students can do whatever they need 
to get registered there.  School officials say it makes the process faster and less confusing.  The 
event will run tomorrow and Friday and into next week.  It goes from eight to five.
U of I First Day:  08/22/16; 7:19 p.m.; .47:  U of Students are back from summer break today.  
But some teachers say it’s a bittersweet time for some faculty members.  The Campus Faculty 
Association President says on one hand they’re happy to be back at work.  Non-tenured faculty 
members are working on the contract they negotiated last semester.  But he says the University is 
still losing people.  He says at least 20 tenured faculty members he knows have left and it doesn’t 
seem like they’re being replaced.  In his department alone made up of 12 people he says there have 
left since last semester.  That’s 25 percent of the Department.
Yes 4 Schools:  08/30/16; 7:18 p.m.; .32:  A group of Champaign parents wants voters to support 
updating schools.  “Yes 4 Champaign Public Schools” is a grassroots campaign.  They support the 
property tax increase on the ballot.  Founding members say the group is organizing to let voters 
know what’s going on regardless of whether they have kids in school.  The group “Keep Central- 
Central” also voiced their support for the referendum.  It would pay for about 180 million dollars 
toward district projects.



Unit 4 Teachers:  09/02/16; 7:15 p.m.; .25:  Champaign Teachers still don’t have a contract for 
this school year.  Now they’ll consider a vote to strike.  But in order for a strike to happen, they 
need to get authorization.  That’s why they’re coming together to take a vote on it.  The President 
of CFT says it’s important to remember how many people are affected.  CFT will meet with the 
Federal Mediator again on September 20th.  We’ll keep you posted on what happens with the strike 
vote.
EIU President Address:  09/07/16; 7:02 p.m.; .61:  The state budget and low enrollment numbers 
were hot button topics at EIU today.  The school’s President delivered his annual address to 
campus.  Eastern has dealt with budget cuts, layoffs, and other money troubles.  Enrollment 
numbers for this fall were also released.  There are more than 74-hundred students at EIU.  That’s 
down almost forty percent from five years ago.  President David Glassman says times have not 
been easy, but he’s looking forward to the future.  Glassman also announced the launch of the 
Vitalization Project.  A task force being formed to focus on the campus as a whole. 
Parkland ITT Help:  09/14/16; 7:15 p.m.; .60:  Parkland College leaders are trying to help ITT 
Tech students move forward after their school closed last week.  The college’s foundation is giving 
out 500-dollar scholarships to help students get back on their feet.  There used to be ITT locations 
in Springfield and Chicago.  And there were plenty more across the country.  After the school 
closed students have been trying to figure out their next steps.  Leaders at Parkland say they’re 
here to serve because they’re not just a community college they’re a college for the community.  
Parkland leaders say some of their programs are similar to ones that were offered at ITT.  And 
there could be another option.  If students can’t transfer credits they could get federal loan relief.  
That means money they borrowed to go to ITT could be forgiven.
Teachers March:  09/20/16; 7:25 p.m.; .27:  Champaign Teachers still haven’t made a contract 
deal with the school board.  And today they’re making sure no one forgets about it.  The Teachers 
Union says they plan to March this afternoon.  They’ll go from Central High School to the Unit 4 
Administration Office.  That’ll be during the ninth session of negotiations with the Board.  A 
couple weeks ago, the Union voted to authorize a strike.  The Union says the likelihood of a strike 
happening depends on how the meeting goes.
Walk to School Day:  09/28/16; 7:05 p.m.; .44:  When’s the last time you walked to School or 
walked or your child to school?  The Illinois Department of Transportation is encouraging families 
in Districts throughout the State to participate in the International Walk to School Day.  It will be 
held a week from today on Wednesday, October 5th.  Officials say it’s a great opportunity to 
promote walking to and from school.  Last year 128 schools participated and parents say they’d 
like to see that number go up.  This will be the 20th Annual Walk to School Day.  

Crime
Shooting Trail:  07/06/16; 7:02 p.m.; .25:  Two mean pleaded not guilty to charges in connection 
with a shooting that left a Mattoon woman dead.  31-year-old Matthew Cook and 38-year-old 
Kevin Johnson are charged with conspiracy and attempted armed robbery.  Cook and Johnson 
along with Shawn Adamson and James Shafer were arrested last month.  23-year old Ciara Faires 
was killed by a stray bullet.  Shaffer and Adamson have been charged with first degree murder.
Armed Habitual:  07/12/16; 7:03 p.m.; .22:  A Champaign man was found guilty of being an 
armed habitual criminal.  29-year old Anthony Gilmore was also charged with having a defaced 
firearm.  Back in January Gilmore drove a car into a house in the 1200 block of Williamsburg.  He 



ran from police. When they caught him Gilmore had a loaded gun with the serial number destroyed.  
He had previous convictions in Champaign and Vermilion counties.
Jeromy Ramm Trial:  07/19/16; 7:02 p.m.; .15:  We could see a verdict soon in the trial of an 
Urbana man accused of aggravated battery.  Police say Jeromy Ramm beat and choked his former 
girlfriend.  He’s facing six to thirty years in prison.  Both sides presented their cases in court today.  
A verdict is expected tomorrow.
Decatur Shooting:  07/29/16; 7:08 p.m.; .20:  A man is recovering after being shot Thursday.  It 
happened in the 2000 Block of East William Street in Decatur.  Police say when they got there, 
they found a man suffering from a gunshot wound.  Investigators say it happened as a result of a 
disagreement between two people.  No arrests at this time.  If you have information call 
Crimestoppers at 217-424-8477.
Collier not Sentenced:  08/05/16; 7:02 p.m.; .28:  The sentencing hearing for a man found guilty 
of murders ended with more questions than answers.  This is a WCIA 3 update.  Brandon Collier 
was in court to learn his fate after a jury determined he’d killed Terron Jackson last summer.  But 
instead, his lawyer argued one witness’s testimony should be thrown out, and told the judge he has 
new evidence to prove Collier’s innocence.  The Judge said the testimony will remain.  But he will 
hear the new evidence.  That hearing is scheduled for late next month.
Mattoon Arson:  08/12/16; 7:02 p.m.; .18:  Mattoon Police are searching for three people in 
connection to an arson.  Police say it happened in the 18-hundred block of Olive.  They’ve released 
these pictures of the three possible suspects.  They ask that anyone with information, call the police 
department or Coles County Crimestoppers. 
Burglary Arrest:  08/23/16; 7:07 p.m.; .29:  Three people are in custody after police say they 
tried to break into several cars.  It happened in the 900 Block of Waterview Way in Champaign.   
Police arrested 21-year-old Darion Edwards and 2 juvenile boys. Police say they were part of a 
group of five people trying open car doors last night.  Officers were patrolling an area that’s seen 
a recent increase in burglaries.  They caught the suspects after a foot chase.  Two other suspects 
got away on bikes. 
Champaign Bank Robbery:  08/30/16; 7:02 p.m.; .28:  Champaign Police are looking for a man 
they say robbed a bank.  It happened at the Central Illinois Bank on the corner of Springfield 
Avenue and State street in Champaign.  Authorities say a suspect implied he had a weapon.  And 
demanded money from workers there.  He took money and ran away.  No one was hurt.  Police 
say it was a black man in his mid-too late 30’s between 5’5 and 5’8.  He was wearing a gray shirt 
and dark blue hat.  Anyone with information should call Champaign Police or Crimestoppers.  
Heyworth Vandals:  09/02/16; 7:03 p.m.; .13:  Police in Heyworth are warning people after 
someone stole from several cars last night.  It happened on East Newton Street Russell Court and 
Windsor Way.  Police say all the vehicles were unlocked.  And it was most likely someone walking 
around.
ISP Shooting:  09/05/16; 7:08 p.m.; .35:  We now know the name of the man killed by State 
Police during a manhunt in Southern Illinois.  Donny Max Daugherty was killed by a State Trooper 
in Metropolis.  Police say on Friday an armed man believed to be Daugherty assaulted someone 
inside a home. He then escaped on a motorcycle.  Early Saturday morning someone reported 
hearing gunshots in Metropolis.  Just after 9 trooper found Daugherty.  Shots were fired and he 
was killed.  Daugherty was wanted by police in Nashville Tennessee for a probation violation 
related to a charge of possession of a weapon and an aggravated assault.  ISP is still investigating.
Coach Investigation:  09/04/16; 7:05 p.m.; .16:  An Iroquois County football coach is being 
investigated by police.  Matt Wasilewski is involved in this.  He’s the head coach at Iroquois West 



High School.  Gilman Police say he’s part of an ongoing investigation.  The school did not have a 
comment.  No word on what the investigation is about.
Effingham Theft:  09/20/16; 7:03 p.m.; .26:  Effingham Police are trying to find the person who 
stole thousands of dollars of music equipment.  It happened last Wednesday in the 12-hundred 
Block of Avenue of Mid America.  Police say more than 32-thousand dollars in musical 
instruments and sound equipment was stolen.  There was also some cash taken.  If you have any 
information you’re asked to call Effingham Police.
Collier Sentencing:  09/30/16; 7:03 p.m.; .18:  A Champaign man will spend 60 years in prison 
for murder.  Brandon Collier was sentenced today.  He shot and killed Terron Jackson last summer.  
It happened in Northwest Champaign neighborhood.  There was an altercation that night, Jackson 
was involved.  His family was in court today.  They told us they finally have some closure.

Health/Healthcare
Zika Virus Funds:  07/05/16; 7:20 p.m.; .43:  The State of Illinois received 500-thousand dollars 
in federal money to prevent the spread of the Zika Virus.  But some in Congress are frustrated 
they’re not doing more.  The president urged members again this week to reach a deal before 
Congress leaves for the summer.  A controversial Zika Bill failed to pass last week when Planned 
Parenthood got involved.  Senator Dick Durbin says they’re just not doing enough.  The CDC 
requested emergency funding to fight Zika.  But they’ve not received any of it.
Carle Concerns:  07/14/16; 7:08 p.m.; .56:  Carle patients are angry about long wait times.  And 
we’re not talking about how long they spend in the waiting room.  People say they’ve spent 
upwards of an hour on hold to try to get in touch with the hospital’s call center.  Officials there say 
they know this is an issue.  People we’ve talked with say they feel like doctors don’t realize just 
how bad it is.  But officials at Carle say they’ve seen it especially in the last couple months.  Now 
they’re taking steps to fix the issue.  Carle officials say they handle anywhere from 107 to 111-
thousand calls a month.  There are 32 people who work at the call center now and those 13 should 
be added in the next couple of weeks.
Blood Drive:  07/18/16; 7:08 p.m.; .49:  Summer is always a tough season for blood donations.  
So “Community Blood Services of Illinois” is organizing a special drive tomorrow.  It’s in honor 
of Steve Shoemaker.  He used to be a pastor at the McKinley Presbyterian Church and Director of 
the University YMCA.  Shoemaker was diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer back in November.  He 
says he wants to give back for everyone that’s supporting him.  The blood drive is tomorrow at the 
Krannert Center on the U of I Campus.  It starts at 3:30.    To get on the list or find out more head 
to Illinoishomepage.net.
Metabolism:  07/29/16; 7:08 p.m.; .13:  New research finds that hormones used to treat high 
blood pressure and heart issues can lower metabolism and lead to obesity.  Doctors at the 
University of Iowa hope the finding will lead to new ways to treat obesity.
Immunization Month:  08/04/16:  7:17 p.m.; .43:  The State wants to use this month to remind 
parents not to forget to vaccinate their kids.  The month of August is National Immunization 
Month.  There are some changes to requirements for the upcoming school year.  Now all 
kindergartners must show proof of four polio immunizations.  Students entering all grades except 
three, five, and 12 must show proof of two doses of the chicken pox and shingles vaccine.  Students 
starting grades six, seven, and 12 are required to be immunized for meningitis. 



Epi Pens Bill:  08/18/16; 7:16 p.m.; .19:  Law Enforcement officials across the state will soon be 
able to save more lives.  A new law gives police across the state training and authorization to carry 
Epi-pens.  The CDC says food allergies in kids are on the rise.  About 50 percent more children 
have been diagnosed since the late 90’s.  The law received unanimous support in the House and 
Senate.
Tumors:  08/24/16; 7:19 p.m.; .22:  Researchers say a brain hormone could help fight breast 
cancer.  Scientists treated cancerous tumors they grew in a laboratory with the sleep-regulating 
hormone Melatonin.  They concluded the Melatonin significantly decreased the number and size 
of breast cancer tumors when compared to control group.  Disease specialists have long suspected 
a link between sleep deprivation and breast cancer.
Therapy Dogs:  08/29/16; 7:20 p.m.; .42:  Learning to read isn’t an easy task.  But some four-
legged friends are helping kids get through it.  The Douglas County Museum is starting a Therapy 
Dog Program this month.  The dogs are meant to comfort the kids as they read aloud to them.  But 
that’s not the only goal.  The museum director says it’s also meant to get kids asking questions 
about other things they might see at the museum.  She says both Tuscola and Arcola School 
Districts are doing the program.  It starts on September 15th.
Secret Rooms:  09/02/16; 7:05 p.m.; .40:  Do you think you can find the signs of substance abuse 
in your child’s bedroom?  One group says…...maybe not.  That’s why community partners against 
substance abuse crated this special mock bedroom.  It was on display at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Springfield.  The group brings it to communities to show parents what they often overlook.  For 
example, binoculars that have a hidden flask inside or even a water bottle disguised to hide drugs.  
Other things to look for are zipper son pillow cases and clothing that has drug references on them.
Dispensary Delay:  09/05/16; 7:10 p.m.; .21:  Looks like the opening of a new Medical Marijuana 
Dispensary in Urbana has been delayed.  It’s an update on this…. we told you NuMed Rx planned 
to open its doors by Labor Day.  It’s being built on East University in the Old Blockbuster building.  
But it appears it isn’t done yet.  No word on a timeline of when it will open up.  This will be the 
second dispensary in Central Illinois.
Liquid Medicine:  09/12/16; 7:26 p.m.; .19:  A new study says most parents are giving their kids 
the wrong amount of liquid medicine.  It says 85 percent of parents. Are making errors.  
Researchers found most errors involved overdosing and that dosing cups are linked to more errors 
compared to oral syringes.  They say using regular kitchen spoons also contributes to mistakes.
Carle Flu Clinics:  09/20/16; 7:16 p.m.; .20:  Carle is starting up its community flu clinics.  The 
first one opens up this Saturday and will run through December 31st.  They’ll be available at 9 
locations across Central Illinois.   Including a drive through clinic at Vineyard Christian Fellowship 
Church.  Seasonal flu shots cost 40 dollars and high dose flu shots cost 55.  Nasa flu mist won’t 
be offered this year.
Rauner Flu Shot:  09/28/16; 7:05 p.m.; .47:  The Governor and other state leaders got a shot in 
the arm today literally.  They’re doing it to encourage people to get a flu shot.  Bruce Rauner, the 
Lieutenant Governor and the Director of the Department of Public Health rolled up their sleeves.  
The flu season typically runs from October to May with the peak being between December and 
February.  But last year the season came early.  Medical staff say the best way to prevent the virus 
is with the shot.  The flue vaccination is recommended for everyone six months and older.



Consumer Issues
Clinton Update:  07/08/16; 7:15 p.m.; .24:  Exelon is moving forward with plans to shut down 
two of its nuclear power plants.  The company has formally notified a grid operator that it plans to 
close the quad cities power plant located in Cordova.  Exelon officials have notified the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission as well.  Of course the other is in Clinton.  The company announced the 
shutdowns in June after legislation failed to pass to prevent hundreds of jobs to be lost.
Tax Question:  07/13/16; 7:13 p.m.; .53:  We could be seeing some major changes for some 
buildings owned by Champaign County.  The County Board is talking about moving some 
facilities and raising sales tax.  Some of those include the sheriff’s office and the jail and the 
Brookens Administrative Center.  To maintain those buildings, they would need close to 4 and 
half million dollars every year.  Board member Patsy Petry says one way to get there would be to 
raise the sales tax by a quarter cent.  The plan they come up with could end up on the November 
8th ballot.  The County Board would need a majority vote by August 21st for that to happen.
LIHEAP No Funds:  07/21/16; 7:03 p.m.; .38:  The heat can be expensive for homeowners.  
Many are having trouble paying their power bills.  For some help to pay them isn’t there.  LIHEAP 
ended at the end of May.  That’s giving people two options either pay the high costs or go without.  
Leaders with the Champaign county Health Care Consumers say it’s a public health crisis.  And 
it’s sad to see people have to choose.  Cooling centers are sometimes the best option.  You can 
find a list of those on our website.  That’s at illinoishompage.net.
Build Urbana:  07/28/16; 7:04 p.m.; .17:  A development group in Urbana brought its own 
incentive to bring more people to town.  The Atkins Group lowered the price of lots on the north 
side of Stone Creek by more than ten thousand dollars.  They’re doing this in connection with the 
City’s tax abatement program.  Atkins discount will last until August 31st.
Bridge Concerns:  08/02/16; 7:03 p.m.; .64:  Some homeowners are bringing their concerns 
about a bridge to the Champaign City Council.  They say the Kirby Avenue Bridge over I-57 is 
too narrow.  And there’s not enough room for both cars and pedestrians.  They sent a letter to the 
mayor and City Council last month.  Saying it’s in worse shape than other bridges that IDOT 
officials are already considering fixing up.  The group says, by getting the City’s attention, they’re 
in a better position to get IDOT to act.  The Public Works Department says they work closely with 
IDOT and have shared those issues with them.  IDOT says they decide which bridges to work on 
based on their condition since they have limited resources.  But they’re happy to hear what people 
have to say.
Recession Illinois:  08/10/16; 7:04 p.m.; .50:  Illinois still recovering from the last recession 
nearly 10 years ago.  And a new report suggests the state isn’t ready for another one.  S&P took a 
sample of ten states including Illinois.  They found that the Land of Lincoln doesn’t have enough 
tax revenue or money in the bank and is spending more on social services.  Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut have the least capacity to withstand a moderate economic recession.  
Pennsylvania and Illinois are the only heavily-indebted states who haven’t set aside money for 
emergencies or left cash in the budge to cover a shortfall.  S and P also rates Illinois credit at BBB 
Plus.  That’s three notches above junk status. 
Redistricting Decision:  08/26/16; 7:03 p.m.; .30:  A group that wants a new way of drawing 
legislative districts may not give up its fight.  We told you last night the Illinois Supreme Court 
decided not to put the independent map amendment on the ballot.  It would have let a bipartisan 
11-member commission re-draw the districts.  Minority groups sued the Independent Map 
Amendment.   They say it would have taken away their representation.  “Independent Maps” says 



they’re considering asking for a re-hearing.  Governor Rauner hopes the General Assembly takes 
a look at redistricting this fall.
High Speed Rail:  08/29/16; 7:17 p.m.; .37:  Springfield is a few steps closer to combining the 
City’s Rail and High Speed to one track.  The Carpenter Street Railroad underpass opened with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony today.  It’s been two years of construction at a cost of nearly 21 million 
dollars.  14 million came from a Federal Grant.  Senator Durbin was here for the ribbon cutting.   
He says the next step is up to the Governor and State Lawmakers.    The underpass is the latest 
step as the city prepares for high speed rail.
Caterpillar Latest:  09/02/16; 7:04 p.m.; .17:  Hundreds of Caterpillar workers in Peoria are 
getting laid off.  This is a WCIA 3 follow-up.  The cuts are mostly to office employees.  It comes 
just as the company announced plans to close overseas plants.  A total of 300 support and 
management employees got pink slips.  The layoffs will take effect by October 31st.  
Jimmy Johns Selling:  09/08/16; 7:10 p.m.; .27:  Jimmy Johns just sold a majority stake of their 
company.  The Champaign base business says that’s good news for the area.  Jimmy John’s will 
be working with Atlanta based Roark Capital Group.  Jimmy John Liautaud said because the 
company has grown so much and so quickly having a strategist like Roark will help the business 
continue to thrive.  He says Jimmy John’s will expand in Champaign and bring even more jobs.  
Liautaud will still be the largest individual shareholder.
Monticello Water Plant:  09/16/16; 7:04 p.m.; .23:  The City of Monticello will get a helping 
hand with upgrading their sewer system.  Last year the State sued the City for pumping raw sewage 
mixed with storm water into the streets.  Officials said it had to be done because their infrastructure 
couldn’t handle all the water rafter a heavy rainfall.  Today Senator Dick Durbin announced the 
City has been awarded 14-million dollars to build a new wastewater treatment plant.
Bridge Vote:  09/22/16; 7:03 p.m.; .23:  A bridge in northern Urbana could get some much-need 
repairs.  It’s out on Country Club Road near the Urbana Country Club.  The County Board is voting 
on its fate tonight.  A construction vehicle damaged the guard rail earlier this month.  But engineers 
found corrosion underneath it was a bigger problem.  Tonight the County Board will decide if they 
get 7-thousand dollars to make the repairs.  If approved the work will be done this year. 
Snap Numbers:  09/28/16; 7:04 p.m.; .29:  People on food stamps could soon be able to buy their 
groceries online.   It’s part of a two-year pilot program starting next summer.  People on SNAP 
would be eligible.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture says this should help the disabled, elderly 
and others who have a hard time getting access to healthy food.  There are about 2 million people 
who receive Snap Benefits in Illinois. 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast public 
service announcements related to the following issues:  

 Education– AUT Truck-Autism Awareness-TEA Anthem Teaching
Health/Healthcare– Zika Virus Awareness 
Consumer – Palace Pets-Pet Adoption-Foundation for a Better Life: Making a Difference, 
Listening, Spread the Love and Being There.
Children/Youth-Toys for Tots/SB2 Chairs Car Seat Safety
Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day.




