
 

WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

January 1, 2016-March 31, 2016 

 
WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 

2016: 
 

*Politics 

*Education 

*Crime 

*Health/Healthcare 

*Consumer Issues 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 

community issues:  

 

LOCAL: 

Program Day Time 

The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00 p.m.  

 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 

sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series. 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Program Day Time 

Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 

 

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for 

teens, targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic 

sketch comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 

information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 

well as teaching teens about money and business 

 

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 

agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-

Business.  

 

 Politics 

Obama-Gun:  01/05/16; 7:02 p.m.; .46:  President Obama unveiled his plan to take action on 

gun control today.  Obama says he won’t wait for Congress to move on the subject.  The 

President’s plan would require dealers who sell guns on the internet and at gun shows to be 



licensed and conduct background checks.  It would also help keep people with mental health 

restrictions from owing guns.  However, it would also require congress to approve funding for 

200 more agents at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.  That could be a 

problem since Republicans say these new measure infringe upon Second Amendment 

rights…and they will fight to overturn the President’s plan. 

Do Nothing Session:  01/13/16; 7:01 p.m.; .42:  Lawmakers took some votes today but nothing 

on bills you were hoping for.  Lawmakers were back under the dome, but they left empty 

handed.  The Senate was the only chamber in today they were in for about an hour.  They used 

the floor time to acknowledge hometown hero’s and make appointments.  Funding for higher 

education, homeless shelters and childcare not on the agenda today.  There were no bills on a 

proposal for a balanced budget.  Lawmakers say they didn’t expect anything big to get done.  

Especially after the House cancelled session for the entire week.  They say the New Year is off 

to the same start as last year.  Some even questioning if we’ll see a budget at all.  The Senate was 

scheduled to come in Thursday but that was cancelled.  Both chambers are scheduled to return in 

two weeks.  That’s the day of the state of the state address. 

White House:  01/19/16; 7:16 p.m.; .23:  It’s two weeks until the Iowa Caucuses…and the 

battle for the White House is intensifying.  Campaigning in South Carolina Monday Hilary 

Clinton continued to present herself as President Obama’s heir, while Bernie Sanders stuck to the 

issues at an event in Alabama.  On the Republican side Donald Trump courted evangelical voters 

in Virginia as top rival Ted Cruz accused him of not being a trustworthy conservative.  

Early Voting:  01/25/16; 7:10 p.m.; .48:  Challenges against 7 people running for President 

mean a delayed vote in much of the State.  We’re your Local Election Headquarters.  Candidates 

have to file petitions to run in Illinois.  But interest groups and other candidates can challenge 

those petitions and a variety of reasons.  The Board of Elections has to review those.  Which they 

don’t think they’ll get done by February Fourth.  That will push back early voting by a week.  

But it’s important to note:  even if a candidate is removed from the Presidential preference part 

of the ballot following that review.  You can still vote for their delegates which, here in Illinois, 

is what actually counts towards picking a President.  

Rauner Changes:  02/02/16; 7:16 p.m.; .37:  When the state buys products and services, 

officials are often spending more than they have to. That could be changing.  We’re keeping you 

Connected to the Capitol.  The Governor is proposing to streamline that process by giving 

preference to the lowest bidders.  Right now, many believe the bid process is too complicated.  

And that’s the reason many vendors and contractors are backing out.  The supporters believe this 

proposal could save the State up to 500 million dollars a year. 

Durbin:  02/12/16; 7:04 p.m.; .44:  Senator Dick Durbin agrees with President Obama there is 

way too much money in politics.  Durbin sat down with Capitol Connection host Matt Porter.  

The Senator says money in politics has forced lawmakers into extreme positions on either side.  

Durbin says the floodgates opened up after the U.S. Supreme court ruled money is speech.  We’ll 

hear more from the senator on the race for the White house including his thoughts on the two 

Democratic candidates.  That full interview will be this Sunday morning at 10:30 on WCIA 3. 

Voter Registration:  02/15/16; 7:17 p.m.; .29:  Tomorrow is the last day to register online if 

you plan on voting in the 2016 primary election.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  This 

is for people aren’t already registered.  You can even do it on Election Day.  This is the first year 

17 year olds in the state can register and vote in the primary if they turn 18 by the general 

election.  That’s November 8
th

.  We have a link to the application on your website.  

Illinoishomepag.net. 



Council Resignation:  02/24/16; 7:16 p.m.; .13:  A long time Champaign Council Member is 

resigning.  District 4’s Marci Dodd’s announced today that she is leaving effective March 23
rd

.  

She says she and her husband are moving to Chicago.  The City Council has 60 days to appoint a 

replacement. 

Senate Session:  03/01/16; 7:07 p.m.; .61:  Lawmakers are back under the dome in the capital 

city.  But house members only voted on one bill.  We’re Your Capitol Connection…Speaker 

Mike Madigan invited the Consul General of Turkey to speak to Lawmakers.  The speech lasted 

about 15 minutes.  But if you were hoping to hear any funding reforms…you’re going to have to 

keep waiting.  Lawmakers did take a vote on an important bill.  House member voted to keep the 

“Harden County Work Camp” in Southern Illinois open.  The camp reduces inmate recidivism 

rates….and provides valuable services to communities across the area.  Some legislators, 

however, were frustrated by the lack of work on the budget.  The Senate met today as well but 

didn’t take up any bills to fix the budget.  Lawmakers are scheduled to come back tomorrow and 

Democrats are planning to overturn the veto to map grants. 

Early Voting:  03/07/16; 7:16 p.m.; .49:  People in Champaign County now have more places 

to go for early voting.  The County Clerk’s office opened eight extra locations in addition to their 

main office.  County Clerk Gordy Hulton says “Meadowbrook Community Church” had been 

getting too crowded during election time.  The new location the Leonhard Recreation Center is 

also in the Southeast part of Champaign.  Hulton says that should ease some of the traffic.  Some 

voters say adding another location makes voting more convenient.  That may encourage more 

people to pick up ballot.  Those locations will be open for the March 15 primaries as well as the 

November Elections. 

Voter Fraud:  03/14/16; 7:03 p.m.; .61:  As voters head to the polls the important thing is that 

everything runs smoothly.  That’s why the Attorney General is stepping in.  The Attorney 

General has sent out over 17o teams of investigators to monitor elections around the state.  Their 

goal is to protect voters and their rights.  Investigators will make sure voters are doing the right 

thing.  Plus making sure ballots are processed correctly after being handed out.  They encourage 

voters to check where they’re supposed to vote before tomorrow.  The Sangamon County Clerk’s 

Office says adding more eyes will be helpful in catching potential mistakes.    Investigators will 

not only monitor but they’re also there to help during the voting process.  If you suspect anyone 

of voter fraud…you can contact the Attorney General’s office. 

Primary Cost:  03/21/16; 7:13 p.m.; .59:  We just finished a record-setting primary election 

here in Illinois and it cost taxpayers a lot of money.  Now some states are considering other ways 

to pay for it.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters….one idea would be to make political 

parties cover the costs of the Presidential nominating process.  Arizona is considering a bill that 

would do that.  Some Lawmakers say if there is a way to save taxpayers money, it should be 

considered in Illinois.  Rather than casting a vote in private caucuses would have open discussion 

with other party members.  This year 40 states will hold primaries and 16 will caucus.  Some 

states don’t have either one.  Others say primaries are needed no matter what for people to voice 

their opinions.  On the other hand some states like Colorado are considering bringing primaries 

elections back. 

Voting Concerns:  03/28/16; 7:22 p.m.; .51:  The next election is more than 7 months away.  

But organizers in Vermilion County will be spending most of that time getting prepared.  County 

Clerk Cathy Jenkins says they’ve ironed out a few wrinkles in their system.  That includes issues 

they had with federal ballots.  This week they’ll get feedback from the election judges and make 

improvements.  But after a primary turnout far surpassing what they’d planned for, Jenkins 



knows to expect the unexpected.  To make the day run smoother Vermilion County is asking 

more election judges to step up.  They need 5 per polling place.  During the primary…some had 

as few as two.  It’s a one-day, paid commitment.  To find out more, contact the Vermilion 

County Clerk’s office. 

 

 

  

 Education 

Kindergarten:  01/04/16; 7:12 p.m.; .52:  2016 has just begun, but Champaign Unit 4 Schools 

have their eyes on the year 2029.  That’s when the incoming kindergarten class will graduate.  

Registration for the new kindergarten class kicks off today.  Through March, parents whose kids 

will turn 5 before September first can get signed up.  They can rank their preferences among the 

12 district elementary schools.  You can register at the Family Information Center on Neil Street.  

When you go, be sure to bring your child’s birth certificate and a proof of residency. 

Classroom:  Future City:  01/14/16; 7:16 p.m.; .46:  Students at Urbana Middle School are 

looking into the future.  We’re your Classroom Connection.  They created future cities and were 

in a national competition.  The kids got together and came up with a plan for what the city would 

look like.  From there they got to work and created models.  The students went to Chicago over 

the weekend to compete.  They say these projects gave them a chance to express their creativity.  

The future cities club came to the middle school two years ago.  More than twenty schools from 

Illinois and Missouri were at the competition. 

ISBE Budget:  01/20/16; 7:09 p.m.; .19:  A shift of nearly 300 million dollars could be the 

saving grace for public schools.  The State Board of Education would move money from special 

education into the general school funding formula.  All but the wealthiest districts would see an 

increase in state funding.  Lawmakers will discuss the plan further when they talk more about the 

budget. 

Cannon School:  01/26/16; 7:24 p.m.; .55:  A Danville grade school is making space for more 

than 200 new students next week.  Cannon School closed because of flood damage.  So those 

students will finish the year at Mark Denman Elementary.  Denman is divided into wings so 

they’ll use the one where Pre-K used to be.  Mark Denman’s principal says they’ll basically be 

functioning as a school within their own school.  Teachers started moving into their new space 

today.    District leaders say they want to make the kids feel comfortable as they make the 

transition.  They added some personal touches like pictures of the Cannon kids on the walls.  The 

students will have a separate cafeteria and library.  And they’ll keep the same teacher as they did 

at their old building. 

Cannon Back to School:  02/01/16; 7:18 p.m.; .45:  Almost three hundred elementary students 

in Danville went back to school. Today.  Mark Denman School welcomed more than 900 kids in 

all.  Flood damage at Cannon Elementary forced the district to close the building for the rest of 

the year.  And after two weeks of getting everything ready, those students are back in class.  

Since the Cannon students missed two full weeks of school while administrators were getting 

Denman ready.  There is a possibility that they’ll have to make up those days in the summer.  

The principal says they’re working with the state to figure out exactly what will happen. 

Danville School:  02/11/16; 7:23 p.m.; .25:  It’s nearly 100 years old, and now Danville High 

School could soon get a face lift.  The school board has given the green light to a new “master 

plan” for the high school campus.  It would mean bigger athletic fields, parking lots, and green 

spaces around the school.  Plus a focus on school branding and student amenities.  The 



committee can now begin taking bids for surrounding land and needed work.  And figure out 

how to pay for the improvements.  

Education Task Force:  02/16/16; 7:19 p.m.; .20:  Questions about changing school funding 

took center stage in the Capitol this afternoon.  The hearing was part of the House Education 

Funding Task Force.  The panel heard from Superintendents across Illinois about the disparity in 

State support for schools.  Witness are asking to the state to change the funding formula so 

poorer schools get more help. 

Unit 4 Facilities:  02/22/16; 7:22 p.m.; .25:  The Champaign School Board will appoint close to 

a dozen people to a special task force.  We’re your Classroom Connection….the group will make 

recommendations about the future of Central High School.  Along with any changes to the 

Middle or Elementary Schools.  Members of the City Council, Chamber of Commerce and the 

Park District are among the people on the task force.  Meetings begin next month.  They’ll 

present their final report to the board in May. 

EIU Layoff:  03/01/16; 7:03 p.m.; .19:  Starting today, some EIU workers will be taking time 

off with no pay.  All administrative and professional workers will have to take 24 furlough days 

between now and the end of June.  On top of that some employees will be laid off March 12
th

.  

President David Glassman says they might be able to avoid these measures if they can get their 

state money. 

Unit 4 Award:  03/08/16; 7:19 p.m.; .45:  A popular game show is applauding the Champaign 

School District’s efforts to fight homelessness.  The District was given 10-thousand dollars as 

winners of the Better Neighborhoods Program, that’s sponsored in part by “Family Feud.”  The 

District’s Homeless Liaison works with more than 200 students who don’t have a permanent 

address.  That’s about 60 more than last year.  He says the money will go a long way when their 

resources are spread thin.  A parent nominated the District because she says they helped her get 

on track to get her son to graduation. 

U of I Money:  03/17/16; 7:22 p.m.; .53:  The Senate passed a new bill funding state colleges 

and universities.  We’re keeping you Connected to the Capitol.  The bill would add nearly 4 

billion dollars to higher education and social services.  Republicans say the bill comes with no 

money to balance the spending plan.  U of I President Tim Killeen said the budget impasse had 

left the University of Illinois System with more than 600 million dollars short.  He also said the 

Governor’s proposal in next year’s budget would cut another $130 million, or 20 percent from its 

budget.  Republicans criticize the bill because it doesn’t come with any new revenue to balance 

it.  The bill will now head to the house.  But the Governor has already promised to veto any such 

bills. 

U of I Jobs:  03/25/16; 7:03 p.m.; .28:  More than 20 faculty members have left the U of I’s 

Urbana-Champaign Campus in the last year.  One faculty members says the state budget has 

been a concern to current and future employees.  Bruce Rosenstock is the President of the 

Campus Faculty Association.  He says the state hasn’t been able to repay some healthcare 

providers used by teachers.  And local hospitals haven’t been able to offer care without pre-

payment.  Rosenstock says they’ve had to pay more and more out of their own pocket for care.  

22 teachers left campus between February 2015 and this January.  That’s up from 13 the year 

before.  Rosenstock says health care is just one reason many of them have left.  He says pensions 

have been a major concern as well. 

Classroom Dee:  03/29/16; 7:21 p.m.; .41:  Former Illini basketball star Dee Brown spent time 

with some elementary kids today.  Brown taught kids at Bottenfield Elementary in Champaign 

about March Madness.  It was all part of the “kids plus” program which is a before and after 



school program for Unit 4 students.  Brown talked about the tournament, and his own personal 

success.  Brown also told the kids to follow their dreams and work hard to get where they want 

to be. 

 

 Crime 

Stabbing:  01/06/16; 7:09 p.m.; .20:  Danville Police are investigating a home invasion and 

stabbing.  It happened early this morning at a home in the 1300 Block of West Williams Street.  

Police say a man was taken to the hospital with life-threatening injuries.  His name has not been 

released.  And no more information has been released at this time.  Anyone with information is 

asked to call Danville Police. 

Delivery Hold-Up:  01/14/16; 7:06 p.m.; .43:  Police are investigating after two delivery drivers 

were held up this week.  On Monday night a driver in Urbana was called to a made-up apartment 

number on Oakland Avenue to deliver a pizza.  Then three men pulled a gun on him and tried to 

rob him.  Five hours earlier, another driver was robbed on North Third Street in Champaign.  No 

one was hurt in either case.  Police say they don’t think these cases are related.  No one has been 

arrested. 

Jeromy Ramm:  01/20/16 7:07 p.m.; .20:  An Urbana man has been charged with violating an 

order of protection from jail.  39-year old Jeromy Ramm is in custody awaiting trial for the 

beating of his girlfriend.  He was arrested for that in September.  Then in November, the States 

Attorney says Ramm called the woman on the phone from the county jail.  He was originally 

charged with aggravated domestic battery. 

Douglas Teen:  01/28/16; 7:08 p.m.; .22:  A teenager accused of assaulting a preschooler is 

headed to court.  We told you yesterday about a Newman family who says a 15-year old raped 

their four year old girl.  They say it happened last week at the preschooler’s home.  The Douglas 

County State’s Attorney confirmed today there is a juvenile proceeding at this time.  The office 

could not give any more details, because it is a case involving minors. 

Lovelace Deliberations:  02/04/16; 7:09 p.m.; .26:  The murder trial of a former Illini player is 

in the hands of the jury tonight.  This is a WCIA 3 update.  Curt Lovelace is accused of 

murdering his wife, Cory, in 2006.  Closing arguments wrapped up this morning and the jury 

began deliberating at 1 o’clock.  Prosecutors say Lovelace suffocated her with a pillow.  He was 

arrested in August of 2014 and was charged with first-degree murder.  The 2-time all-big ten 

center did not testify in his own defense. 

Gerber Abuse Court:  02/12/16; 7:13 p.m.; .24:  An Urbana teaching assistant pleaded “not 

guilty” to sexually assaulting one of his students.  Jimmy McCrory faces criminal sex assault 

charges.  He’s been on leave from his position at the Gerber School in Urbana.  Investigators say 

he had inappropriate contact with a special needs student.  The student told police the incident 

happened in 2014 at McCrory’s Champaign home.  But she didn’t report it to authorities until 

October 2015. 

Sexual Assault:  02/16/16; 7:08 p.m.; .19:  A Champaign County man pleaded not guilty to 

sexual assault.  This is a WCIA 3 follow-up….Gerald Jackson was in court today.  He turned 

himself in to Urbana Police earlier this month.  Investigators say he sexually assaulted a 17 year 

old while she was unconscious.  A second man Markel Brown is accused of sexual abuse in 

connection with his case. 

Gale Testimony:  02/25/16; 7:07 p.m.; .25:  Two women accusing a Champaign Police Officer 

of sexual assault will be able to testify in a neighboring county.  It’s an update for you…..Jerad 

Gale is accused of sexual assaulting three ex-girlfriends.  1 from Piatt County, 2 from 



Champaign County.  A judge will allow the two Champaign County women to testify against 

Gale in the Piatt County trail.  Gale’s lawyers tried to argue that only the Piatt County woman 

should be allowed to testify in her own case. 

Cat Abuse:  03/03/16; 7:05 p.m.; .48:  Police had no troubles arresting a Georgetown man for 

animal cruelty….he posted the proof on his own Facebook Page.  They arrested 37-year old 

Douglas Gustin, after taking several calls about photos he had posted to his profile.  Police say 

the pictures showed a cat bound with masking tape which was scribbled with profanities.  It’s 

been turned over to Vermilion County Animal Control.  They say it’s likely the cat will be ok.  

The pictures have been removed from the site. 

Murder Prisoner:  03/09/16; 7:02 p.m.; .28:  A Chicago man accused of executing a nine year 

old has been transferred to Piatt County.  Dwight Boone-Doty was in custody in Cook County, 

but a judge had him moved.  We’re told it’s for security reasons.  He was transferred to the jail in 

Monticello last night.  Boone-Doty is charged with first degree murder in the shooting death of 

Tyshawn Lee.  Also the shooting of a 19 year old and attempted murder for shooting a 20 year 

old.  Police and prosecutors say this stems from an ongoing gang war. 

Decatur shooting:  03/17/16; 7:05 p.m.; .47:  Police are also investigating a shooting in 

Decatur.  It happened in the nine hundred block of West Wood Street.  This is blocks down from 

Milliken University.  But police say they don’t believe anyone from there has any involvement.  

They found a 22 year old man had been shot in the leg.  It happened a little before nine.  No 

arrests have been made but investigators say they have leads.  Police say the man did not receive 

life threatening injuries.  He was taken to the hospital.  Investigators ask if anyone has any 

information to call the police.  No word on if the victim knew the shooter. 

Decatur Arrest:  03/22/16; 7:02 p.m.; .22:  A Decatur man is facing multiple weapons charges 

after police say he shot a man.  It happened at the intersection of Olive and Monroe Street in 

Decatur on March 8
th

.  Authorities say Kenneth Wells and the other man got into a fight.  They 

say Wells girlfriend chased the man to the intersection with a baseball bat.  That’s when police 

say Wells shot at him.  He’s being held on a 100 thousand dollar bond. 

Inmate Death:  03/28/16; 7:19 p.m.; .29:  State Police are looking into what caused an inmate 

to die at the Champaign County Jail.  Paul Clifton was booked Saturday because he violated his 

probation.  The Sheriff says hours later he started having what appeared to be a seizure.  Clifton 

was taken to the hospital where he was pronounced dead.  An autopsy is scheduled for tomorrow 

but authorities don’t believe there’s any foul play.  He’s the second person to die shortly after 

being booked into that jail.  Toya Frazier died in December her death was ruled accidental. 

 

 

 Health/Healthcare 

Medical Marijuana:  01/07/16; 7:23 p.m.; .16:  Nearly four thousand patients have now been 

approved to use Medical Marijuana.  That’s according to the Department of Public Health.  It’s 

an increase of 400 since December.  The largest jump since IDPH started accepting applications 

in September.  About 5200 people have applied. 

Stroke:  01/12/16; 7:26 p.m.; .16:  3 out of 4 adults under the age of 45 who are experiencing 

stroke symptoms delay a trip to the hospital.  Researchers, say young adults often underestimate 

symptoms such as numbness, weakness or sudden speech difficulty.  Doctors say the first 3 

hours after a stroke are critical for treatment. 

RSV Outbreak:  01/19/16; .7:06 p.m.; .62:  Doctors are warning parents about a common virus 

going around Champaign County.  It’s called RSV…it’s a respiratory virus.  It starts with cold 



like symptoms…things like coughing or wheezing.  But in young children it can affect their 

lungs, heart, and immune systems.  Doctors say it’s highly contagious and spreads through 

coughing and sneezing.  They say it can also live on surfaces for hours.  It often comes in 

epidemics during the winter months.  And doctors are warning parents to look for signs of the 

virus early.  The virus can turn into pneumonia and bronchitis if not treated.  It lasts about a 

week for most children.  Adults can catch it but it’s more common in young children.  Hill says 

most children age 2 or younger have had it more than twice in their life.  The best ways to 

prevent it are to wash your hands and cover your mouth. 

Marijuana Legislative:  01/27/16; 7:07 p.m.; .49:  Hundreds of medical marijuana advocates 

and veterans rallied outside the State Capitol today.  They delivered petitions with more than 25 

thousand signatures to the Governor.  They’re rallying for the eight medical conditions being 

considered for treatment.  Veterans who suffer from PTSD and other conditions shared their 

stories on how cannabis has changed their lives.  They asked Governor Rauner to allow them 

safe and legal access to medical marijuana.  Body bags were on display to represent how many 

veterans commit suicide every day. 

Zika Virus CUPHD:  02/04/16; 7:10 p.m.; .42:  The Zika virus could be in the Champaign 

area.  Three people who traveled outside the country have shown symptoms in the last week.  

Workers at C-U Public Health say they’re still waiting on test results.  They called a meeting for 

other health leaders today.  That includes people from hospitals and clinics plus emergency 

providers and other county health departments.  Health experts say it’s important be aware of the 

virus.  But unless you’re traveling to countries that have been affected you probably don’t need 

to worry too much about it. 

Concussion:  02/10/16; 7:06 p.m.; .23:  Researchers say adults who’ve had a concussion are 

three times more likely to commit suicide.  Authors of the study warn, physicians may be 

underestimating the effects of concussions.  And thanks to a lawsuit and the Will Smith Movie, 

“Concussion,” there’s a newfound focus on the injury, especially when it comes to a diagnosis.  

And now, there’s new technology that’s replacing the standard test for student athletes.  

Adderall:  02/18/16; 7:18 p.m.; .15:  Misuse of the stimulant Adderall and related emergency 

room visits are up dramatically among young adults.  Researchers found, the problem is mainly 

18 to 25 year olds who take Adderall without a prescription often getting the drug from family 

and friends. 

Carle Court:  02/29/16; 7:06 p.m.; .24:  Carle Hospital will have to pay last year’s share of 

property taxes to the City of Urbana.  For years the hospital was exempt from paying the taxes 

under a “Charity Care Law.”  An Appellate Court ruled that unconstitutional last month.  Carle 

filed a motion asking the court to delay the enforcement of that decision.  But today that motion 

was denied.  Carle officials say they will be appealing the Charity Care Law decision. 

Pharmacy Program:  03/02/16; 7:06 p.m.; .37:  A new pilot program is underway to help 

pharmacists across the state.  It will allow investigators to focus more attention on public health 

concerns.  It’s called the “Pharmacy Citation System Pilot Program.”  The program will allow 

pharmacists and technicians to focus more on clients rather than dealing with minor fines or 

actions.  This program will not affect clients.  It’s more to help the state’s investigators cover 

more important issues.  

Heroin Medicaid:  03/08/16; 7:02 p.m.; .39:  Heroin addicts who can’t afford treatment may 

have another way to get help.  Senator Dick Durbin is proposing a bill that would let income 

people pay for treatment if they’re covered ty Medicaid.  Durbin says less than 12 percent of 

people in Illinois who need treatment actually get it.  The policy right now stops treatment 



centers from qualifying for Medicaid if the facility has more than 16 beds.    More than 2 

thousand Medicaid recipients in Illinois would be able to get addiction treatment each year.   

Breasts:  03/14/16; 7:25 p.m.; .17:  A new study finds physical activity does not impact breast 

density.  Exercise can help women lower the risk of breast cancer, but researchers found no link 

between bread density and physical activity.  They say more studies are needed to determine 

exactly how exercise helps protect against breast cancer. 

Flu Warning:  03/24/16; 7:03 p.m.; .16:  St. John’s Hospital in Springfield is the latest to 

tighten restrictions to prevent flu from spreading.  St. John’s highly recommends you do not visit 

a patient if you have a cold or any flu-like symptoms.  Doctors say soap and water or hand 

sanitizers are the best ways to prevent the spread. 

Alzheimer’s Numbers:  03/30/16; 7:04 p.m.; .37:  The number of people suffering from 

Alzheimer’s is on the rise.  New numbers from the Alzheimer’s Association say more than 10 

thousand people were diagnosed last year.  That puts a total oat 220-thousand people in Illinois.  

That number is expected to grow unless a treatment is found.  Specialists say it’s best to try to 

recognize signs and symptoms right away.  Alzheimer’s disease is the 6
th

 leading cause of death 

in the U.S. 

. 

 

 Consumer Issues 

ID Changes:  01/08/16; 7:20 p.; .15:  In just two days, Illinois licenses won’t be considered 

valid under federal standards.  But you will still be able to use them at airports.  Federal officials 

say it will be two years before any security changes happen there.  Illinois has not complied with 

the country’s “Real ID” Act since it was passed ten years ago.  The state has had several 

extensions those finally ran out.  Your license won’t work in some federal buildings as of 

Sunday, including military bases and nuclear power plants.  Officials say you will need a 

passport to get inside. 

License Renewal:  01/12/16; 7:06 p.m.; .19:  You could be getting a break for forgetting to 

renew your license sticker.  A bill is aimed at giving drivers a 30-day grace period.  The 

Secretary of State’s office stopped mailing renewal reminders back in November, saving almost 

half a million dollars a month.  The number of drivers renewing has dropped in the last few 

months compared to past years. 

Carle Expansion:  01/21/16; 7:21 p.m.; .62:  Carle Hospital is expanding once again.  It’s 

called Carle at the Fields.  The new building will be in Champaign near Curtis Road and I-57.  It 

will house things like the Health Alliance offices, also accounting and the IT Department.  

Officials say it will consolidate other locations around Champaign and Urbana.  1400 employees 

will work at the new location.  Some will come from ten of the other properties Carle will be 

consolidating.  Those are being leased and Carle decided building something for those offices 

would save money.  They announced the new facility today.  And Carle’s CEO says he hopes it 

will bring opportunities for the Champaign community.  Construction will start this year and 

they hope to have it done by next winter.  It’s down the road from the other facility they have on 

Curtis Road.  And it’s expected to cost 75 million dollars. 

Hotel Visitors:  01/29/16; 7:21 p.m.; .45:  Good news for Champaign County tourism.  Visit 

Champaign County’s reporting an increase in hotel tax revenue of nearly nine-percent in the last 

6 months.  That means tourism continued to grow despite the state’s other financial issues.  They 

say a new development downtown including a new hotel will keep the trend going.  And a totally 

new Children’s Museum also in the works will make Champaign County even more of a 



destination.  Festivals, like Pygmalion and education-related conferences at the U of I. They are 

some of the events that helped bring people to Champaign County last year. 

Urbana Results:  02/5/16; 7:21 p.m.; .51:  The Urbana School District is revealing how its 

families’ feel about the schools.  They released the findings to their “thought exchange” survey.  

The idea was to figure what is and isn’t working well for the District.  The results show people 

are mostly happy with teachers and leadership among other things.  But one parent says 

classroom behavior is a concern for her and others.  More than 12-hundred people responded to 

the survey.  You can find the results for the District and each individual school on the 

Superintendent’s blog. 

Gas Prices:  02/08/16; 7:15 p.m.; .25:  If you filled up your tank this weekend, you probably 

noticed the low prices first-hand:  In Champaign, gas prices are the lowest they’ve been in 5 

years.  The average cost per-gallon dropped more than 13 cents in the past week.  The average 

$1.41 per gallon is 80-cents less than this time last year.  The state average is also down 7 cents 

from the week before.  But an analyst for gasbuddy.com says prices will likely go up as we get 

closer to the summer. 

Decatur Gas Tax:  02/17/16; 7:10 p.m.; .15:  Drivers in Decatur will soon pay more at the 

pump.  The City Council approved a gas tax.  Come April 1
st
 you’ll pay a nickel more a gallon 

on unleaded.  A penny on diesel.  The City says the tax will generate more than a million dollars.  

It’ll be used to fix roads. 

Business Friendly Urbana:  02/23/16; 7:05 p.m.; .35:  Urbana is trying to bring more business 

to town.  Last night the City Council voted unanimously in favor of renewing their TIF Districts.  

The city offers tax breaks for businesses that set up shop there.  One council member says the 

hopes the program will bring a big store like COSTCO to town.  The full council still needs to 

sign off on the renewal at their meeting on March 7
th

.  That would secure both TIF Districts for 

nearly 20 more years. 

U of I Conservation:  03/03/16; 7:17 p.m.; .31:  Almost two million dollars is now available for 

green projects at the U of I.  The revolving loan fund was created in 2011.  It helps foster 

conservation projects on campus.  Departments can submit their idea online.  The winning 

project will be selected this summer.  It is an effort to save energy and money.  U of I has a goal 

to be a carbon neutral by 2050. 

Salvation Army:  03/10/16; 7:04 p.m.; .37:  The Stepping Stone Shelter at Champaign 

County’s Salvation Army is days away from closing.  This is a follow-up from your News 

Leader…organizers there can’t afford to keep it open.  So Saturday will be the last night people 

can stay.  Major Tom McDowell says they’ve been working with the men to help them find 

somewhere to stay…and only six are left.  McDowell says they hope to reopen when they get 

more money but it’ll be a while before they can do it.  The Champaign-Urbana Canteen run is 

also taking a hit because of this.  Shelter volunteers provided about 150 peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches for the group to give to homeless people through the week.  

Innovate her:  03/17/16; 7:07 p.m.; .42:  The co-founder of a CU start-up pitched her company 

for national competition in Washington D.C. today.  It’s called the “Innovate-Her” Business 

Challenge…made to empower women entrepreneurs Marissa Siero was one of ten finalists from 

all over the country.  She got two minutes to talk about “Tinker” a program to let people 

customize their wheelchairs before they buy them online.   Siero didn’t win one of the top three 

spots.  But she says she had an amazing experience in D.C.  Her company Intelliwheels has been 

around for about six years now based out of the U of I Research Park. 



Willard TSA:  03/24/16; 7:03 p.m.; .37:  It’ll soon be quicker for some people to get through 

security at Willard Airport.  If you use their pre-screening system, you won’t have to take off 

your shoes, belt, or get out your laptop.  You need a passport, driver’s license and birth 

certificate.  Your fingerprints will also be taken.  You can sign up for the TSA’s pre-check 

system from April 25
th

 through May 6
th

 at Willard Airport. 

Macon Move Outs:  03/31/16; 7:04 p.m.; .34:  More and more people are moving out of the 

state.  Illinois is now leading the country with the most people moving elsewhere.  Out of the 102 

counties in Illinois…85 saw a drop in population from 2014 to 2015.  In Macon County ...more 

than 3 thousand people have moved since 2010.  Many say they’re not surprised considering the 

state’s financial struggles.  Champaign County was one of four counties that added more than a 

thousand new residents in 2014. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:   

 

 Education– AUT Truck-Autism Awareness-TEA Anthem Teaching 

Health/Healthcare– “Funky Chicken” Food Safety Education-AARP Care Giving  

Consumer – Palace Pets-Pet Adoption-Foundation for a Better Life: Making a Difference, 

Listening, Spread the Love and Being There. 

Children/Youth-Toys for Tots/SB2 Chairs Car Seat Safety 

Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification 
  

 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


