
WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
October 1, 2016-December 31, 2016

WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment 
of the following issues that were important to the community in the 4th quarter 2016

*Politics
*Education
*Crime
*Health/Healthcare
*Consumer Issues

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues: 

LOCAL:
Program Day Time
The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m.
WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00-11:30 p.m. 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 
sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series.

SYNDICATED:
Program Day Time
Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m.
This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m.

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for teens, 
targeting 13 to 16-year-old.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic sketch 
comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 
information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 
well as teaching teens about money and business

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 
agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week in Agri-
Business. 

Politics
VP Debate:  10/04/16; 7:04 p.m.; .16:  Governor Mike Pence will face off against Virginia 
Senator Tim Kaine at Longwood University in Virginia.  An estimated 50 million people are 
expected to tune in.  That’s compared to the 80 million who watched the Presidential Debate last 
week.  You can watch it on WCIA 3 tonight.



Rauner on Trump:  10/14/16; 7:03 p.m.; .34:  Governor Bruce Rauner has finally made a 
statement when it comes to Donald Trump.  Th Republican says he’s been avoiding questions 
about whether he supports the Presidential Candidate.  He did have something to say in response 
to recent allegation that Donald Trump sexually assaulted women over his career.  Rauner called 
that appalling and disgusting.  Other Republicans have also said they no longer support the GOP 
Presidential Candidate.
Health Bills:  10/19/16; 7:21 p.m.; .33:  If you’re insured by the State you will probably see a 
spike in your medical bills.  This was expected after many clinics and doctor offices say they are 
owned millions of dollars in unpaid health insurance claims.  We’re keeping you Connected to the 
Capitol.  Places like Springfield Clinic is owned more than 70 million dollars because there’s no 
state budget.   The clinic and others are issuing statements to patients asking for a deductible, co-
pay or reimbursement for other services received during their visit.  Officials say there won’t be a 
solution unless there is a finalized budget.
Registered Voters:  10/26/16; 7:03 p.m.; .22:  The number of registered active voters in Illinois 
is at its highest point since 1970.  About seven point million people are registered.  That’s up from 
2008 when it was around 7.8.  Counties like Macon saw its numbers go up.  Going from more than 
75 thousand in 2008 to more than 76 thousand this year.  Clerks say they are seeing a lot of young 
people and those who never voted before come through.
Kirk Duckworth Debate:  11/01/16; 7:17 p.m.; .20:  One of the biggest races next Tuesday is 
the battle for the U.S. Senate and the seat currently occupied by Mark Kirk.  The Republican 
incumbent facing a big challenge from Democrat Tammy Duckworth.  With that in mind we will 
air the debate between Duckworth and Kirk this Friday at 7:00 p.m. on WCIX.  This is their final 
debate and is expected to last one hour.
Transition Team:  11/11/16; 7:04 p.m.; .25:  Trump’s transition organization made the 
announcement today.  Christie will now serve as a Vice-Chairman to the transition effort alongside 
five other high-profile Republicans.  Trump said in a statement…. Pence “will build on the initial 
work” Christie accomplished to help prepare a transformative Government ready to lead from day 
one.  Some say the Bridge Gate Scandal and questions over Christie’s loyalty to Trump were 
factors in the decision. 
Capitol Latest:  11/16/16; 7:01 p.m.; .45:  Automatic Voter Registration is one vote away from 
becoming law.  Today the Senate overrode the Governor’s veto.  Now the House will try to 
override it as well.  The Bill originally had Bi-partisan support.  But once the Governor issued a 
veto many Republicans worried it opens the door to illegal residents casting voting.  The Bill still 
must get through the House where it will have a harder time passing.  Vetoes in the House need 
71 votes. Lawmakers will come back for veto session the week after Thanksgiving.
Election Results:  11/22/16; 7:13 p.m.; .53:  A record breaking 92-thousand people voted in this 
month’s in Champaign County.  Today the Clerk finalized the results by counting ballots that came 
in late.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters……. for Champaign County Auditor, incumbent 
John Farney beat George Danos by 36 votes.  And for County Board District five Jon Rector beat 
Peter Tracy by 37 votes.  The County Clerk says they wait two week after election day collecting 
vote by mail ballots that were postmarked in time.  Then they sent them through the tabulator 
today.  Workers added in the 698 extra votes this afternoon.  Now the results will get sent to the 
State Board of Elections which means this month’s election is officially in the books.  They’re 
already gearing up for the next one on February 28th.
AFSCME Negotiations:  11/30/16; 7:09 p.m.; .19:  The General Assembly is asking the 
Governor and AFSCME to come back to the bargaining table.  Lawmakers on both sides of the 



aisles want to renew contract negotiations.  The Labor Relations Board recently ruled the union 
and the Governor’s Administration have reached an impasse.  Legislators want them to keep 
working at it so there isn’t a strike.
State Paycheck Battle:  12/05/16; 7:04 p.m.; .30:  Democrats are suing the State to get their 
paychecks and Governor Rauner says that’s not okay.  Rauner released a statement saying: “Only 
in Illinois would political who have failed to pass a balanced budget and reforms but their own 
personal gain before taxpayers and critical human services.”  He’s asking Democrats to drop the 
lawsuit and instead work with him on a budget.  Speaker Michael Madigan is asking for a stopgap 
spending measure.  Rauner says he’ll only support one if the Democrats agree to term limits and a 
property tax freeze. 
Rauner Backlog:  12/13/16; 7:25 p.m.; .16:  Governor Rauner is granting pardons slowly.  It gets 
a conviction wiped off someone’s record.  Rauner has acted on about 80 cases.  That’s about 3 
percent.  Compare that to Governor Quin who granted more than a third.  Rauner says he agrees 
he’s at a slower pace but says it’s a work in progress.
Anti-Trump Rally:  12/19/16; 7:13 p.m.; .20:  It’s official…. the Electoral College has formally 
selected Donald Trump as the next U.S. President.  But the battle over Elector’s hearts went down 
to the last second.  People traveled all the way from Chicago rallying against what they call a 
frightening time with Trump on his way to the White House.  Since Illinois has been a Blue State 
for decades, protesters voices were heard here but that’s not the case for the rest of the 49 states.  
Protesters say with Clinton winning the popular vote by more than 2.5 million votes they say 
anything they can do is worth it.  This is not the first protesters tried to convince electors to change 
their minds.  Most recent attempts where to eliminate George W. Bush from stepping in command 
and instead back Al Gore but protestors came up short.  We did reach out to several Central Illinois 
Republican Offices.  Logan County says it’s time to move on and accept the results of the election.
Trump Transition:  12/26/16; 7:07 p.m.; .26:  Trump released a statement saying he would shut 
down his charitable foundation but now we’re learning that could be complicated.  The New York 
Attorney General opened an investigation and ordered the foundation to stop raising money.  His 
office says while there is no timeline for the investigation Mr. Trump’s charity cannot legally 
dissolve until the investigation is complete.  Trump’s announcement followed his son Eric’s move 
to stop raising money for his own charity.
Stop Gap Time:  12/30/16; 7:01 p.m.; .78:  Tomorrow the State’s stop-gap budget will officially 
run out of money.  The effects will be felt across Illinois.  College students will go back to school 
next semester with questions about their finances.  And many crisis centers could close for good.  
2017 will start the same way 2016 did.  That’s without a full spending plan or even a partial one.  
And now people can’t help but worry.  The temporary budget plan agreed to last summer expires 
with the new year.  So far Governor Rauner and the four leaders have hardly talked about how to 
replace it.  So, what stays?  Elementary and high school funding continues through June.  Billions 
more gets spent because it’s court ordered or is automatically renewed annually.  That included 
things like state employee paychecks and Medicaid recipients.  But that’s not the same for vendors, 
addiction treatment and senior services.  Lawmakers will return to Springfield January 9th.  Those 
are the last two days of the current session.  The new General Assembly will be sworn in two days 
later.



Education
Danville Teachers:  10/05/16; 7:10 p.m.; .38:  After four months of negotiations teachers in 
Danville are still talking contracts.  Tonight, the union met to hash out what’s happening.  As of 
last week, both the school district and the Education Association said they were close to a contract 
agreement.  The Superintendent says it’s been a thorough process which was necessary, to allow 
for a full and fair conversation.  The District said all that was left was going over some small 
details.  Danville teachers have gone on strike before but both parties said that’s not on the table 
now.  Teachers have been working on the terms of their expired contracts since the school year 
started.  Those contracts expired in June.
Unit 4 Focus Group:  10/11/16; 7:04 p.m.; .23:  The Superintendent of Champaign Schools still 
has a few months left on the job.  But already, the search for her replacement is underway.  And 
you help.  The School District is hosting focus groups and discussion sessions this week.  They’re 
talking with people who live in Champaign and asking them what they want in new district 
leaderships.  That will help create short of “job description” for applicants.
Unit 4 Facebook:  10/17/16; 7:08 p.m.; .39:  Families in the Champaign School District have a 
new way to learn more about next month’s 183-million-dollar referendum.  Two school board 
members will be answering questions tonight on Facebook Live starting at 8:30 p.m.  District 
leaders say they already have an online presence.  So, this Facebook Live chat will help them reach 
families who may not be able to come ask questions in person.  There is already a link on the 
District’s Facebook Page where you can ask questions in advance.
Bullying Video:  10/27/16; 7:04 p.m.; .42:  A Champaign based film company is sending a 
message to teens.  They’ve put together a web series for teens, about teens, and featuring teens.  In 
it they talk about everything from self-esteem, relationships, bullying and body image.  The pilot 
episode launched this week.  The entire cast, musicians, and filming locations are all from the area.  
The CEO says he hopes it’s the start of something big.  A full season of Help Ethan.com episodes 
are scheduled.  You can find more updates about the series on social media.
Middle School Votes:  11/01/16; 7:17 p.m.; .18:  People of all ages are gearing up for this year’s 
race.  Jefferson Middle School in Champaign had a mock election.  They set up the polling stations, 
and passed out the ballots.  Students have been learning about the election.  And the process of 
voting.  Teachers say it’s important kids learn to vote at a young age.
Champaign Schools:  11/08/16; 7:04 p.m.; .25:  It’s one of the most anticipated votes in 
Champaign.  The Champaign Schools Referendum.  This is the third time it’s been on the ballot 
in one form or another.  The District is looking for 183-million dollars in upgrades.  Six schools 
would be impacted.  A “Yes” vote would renovate and expand both Central and Centennial High 
Schools, and demolish and rebuild Dr. Howard.  The owner of $150,000 home would pay almost 
300 dollars more a year in taxes.
Urbana School Board:  11/15/16; 7:05 p.m.; .26:  The Urbana School Board is also meeting 
tonight.  They’ll talk about an agreement with the Champaign County Housing Authority.  The 
goal is to increase attendance of students from housing authority families.  The Authority would 
give information about those students to the District.  And the District would share attendance 
information.  Some say they’re afraid truancy could get them kicked out of their homes.  We’ll 
have more on this tonight on the WCIA 3 news at ten.
Teacher Award:  11/22/16; 7:21 p.m.; .20:  An Urbana Teacher is a state finalist for a presidential 
award for excellence.  Shalonda Carr has been teaching at king Elementary for ten years.  She 
works with fourth and fifth graders who are learning English for a half day each.   They cover 



subjects like social studies, reading and writing.  But science is her passion and that’s what she 
was nominated for.
U of I Scholarships:  11/29/16; 7:12 p.m.; .33:  A U of I Alum who helps underprivileged kids 
make through college is taking his mission even further in Champaign-Urbana.  Bob Carr started 
the “Give Something Back” Foundation 13 years ago.  The program has made sure hundreds of 
kids in five states could pay for college.  Today he kicked off a new partnership with the U of I.  
The Foundation is giving one million dollars to fund scholarships to put at least 50 kids through 
college debt free. 
Sanctuary Campus:  12/06/16; 7:03 p.m.; .35:  Leaders at the U of I say they can’t make the 
campuses sanctuaries.  But they still support their students including the undocumented ones.  This 
comes after petition drives at each of the system’s universities.  Sanctuaries are places that say 
they won’t prosecute people just because they are undocumented.  Campus officials say “we 
cannot declare our campuses all sanctuaries, as the concept is not well specified and may actually 
jeopardize our institution.  However, we will continue to do everything we can within the law to 
reassure, support and protect our students.  Let us be clear…. that includes our undocumented 
students.
Avid Program:  12/12/16; 7:15 p.m.; .39:  One Central Illinois High School is helping more 
students graduate and head off to college.  They’re taking action……. Springfield High School 
got 15 thousand dollars to help fud their Avid Program.  It helps students develop the strategies 
and skills necessary to be successful.  Congressman Rodney Davis was there stressing the 
importance and need for more programs like Avid. One teacher says he’s seen the lasting effects 
this program can bring.  AT&T donated the money.  A portion will be used toward college field 
trips.
Unit 4 Gym Class:  12/23/16; 7:23 p.m.; 1.44:  Some student athletes in Champaign Schools will 
have a little less free time next year.  Right now, those who play a sport can be excused from taking 
a physical education class during the school day, but a letter sent out to parents explains that’s 
changing. Starting next school year freshmen and sophomore student athletes in Champaign 
schools must say goodbye to PE waiver privilege.  It’s a system that allows them to opt out of gym 
class during their sports season and take a study hall period instead.  This wasn’t a decision the 
School District made it’s something the State Board of Education dictates.  School Districts apply 
and the state approves or denies a waiver program after six years of approval this time Unit 4’s 
application was denied.  A letter to parents explains they’ve offered the waivers for the maximum 
time the state allows.  Once again, the PE waiver option will be off the table starting next school 
year.  But only for ninth and tenth grade student athletes in Champaign Schools.  This doesn’t 
apply to junior and senior student athletes.  They will still be allowed to opt out of PE. during the 
sports season. 
Stop Gap Time:  12/30/16; 7:01 p.m.; .78:  Tomorrow the State’s stop-gap budget will officially 
run out of money.  The effects will be felt across Illinois.  College students will go back to school 
next semester with questions about their finances.  And many crisis centers could close for good.  
2017 will start the same way 2016 did.  That’s without a full spending plan or even a partial one.  
And now people can’t help but worry.  The temporary budget plan agreed to last summer expires 
with the new year.  So far Governor Rauner and the four leaders have hardly talked about how to 
replace it.  So, what stays?  Elementary and high school funding continues through June.  Billions 
more gets spent because it’s court ordered or is automatically renewed annually.  That included 
things like state employee paychecks and Medicaid recipients.  But that’s not the same for vendors, 
addiction treatment and senior services.  Lawmakers will return to Springfield January 9th.  Those 



are the last two days of the current session.  The new General Assembly will be sworn in two days 
later.

Crime
Decatur Armed Robbery:  10/07/16; 7:06 p.m.; .19:  Decatur Police were on a short chase this 
morning for an armed robbery.  Just after 2:00 a.m. police were called to an adult book store on 
North 22nd Street.  The suspect showed a hand gun….and got away with an undisclosed amount 
of money.  Officers used a K-9 and found the suspect two blocks away.  He was found with a hand 
gun and taken into custody.
Stolen Guns:  10/13/16; 7:06 p.m.; .28:  Springfield Police say whoever stole dozens of guns on 
Sunday may have been involved with a gang.  A fifth arrest was made today.  Only one gun has 
been recovered out of more than 50 that were taken.  A Deputy Police Chief with the Police 
Department says they’re closing in on more leads and may have other suspects in minds.  Police 
won’t tell us the type of guns that were stolen or the procedures they could consider if the guns 
were sold illegally.  Some of the people who have been arrested were minors.
Prostitution Arrest:  10/19/16; 7:08 p.m.; .23:  Two people are in jail after a Champaign home 
invasion apparently related to prostitution.  It happened on East Daniel on Sunday night.  Police 
say a man contacted Tiffany Gorman through a website to have sex.  They say the two agreed on 
a price but the man didn’t pay all of it.  Later she came back with Kejuan McFarland.  Police say 
they broke in hit the man over the head with a BB gun and stole several items.
EIU Shots Fired:  10/28/16; 7:02 p.m.; .29:  Charleston Police are investigating two reports of 
shots fired near EIU’s campus.  Six people were picked up and questioned but all have since been 
released.  It happened around two this morning, somewhere near 9th Street and Garfield.  Then 
about a half hour later, someone else reported shots fired.  That was in the 1500 Block of Edgar 
Drive.  Police found a bullet hole in the window of an apartment.  But we have no reported injuries.  
If you have any information about either incident you’re urged to call Charleston Police.
Rantoul Theft:  11/03/16; 7:03 p.m.; .22:  A Rantoul man is in custody after police say they 
found guns in a storage unit.  36-year old Larry Mumphrey is accused of unlawful possession of a 
weapon by a felon and manufacture and delivery of a controlled substance.  Police were 
investigating a lead on stolen guns.  They searched Mumphrey’s home and 2 storage sheds.  They 
say they also found several containers of white powder thought to be cocaine.
GCMS Threat:  11/08/16; 7:07 p.m.; .45:  Police are investigating a threat in Gibson City School.  
Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley Middle School was evacuated around 12:30 today after a written threat 
was discovered inside.  It’s not clear where the message was written or what it said.  The nearly 
230 students were sent to the Elementary School.  They remained there until the threat was cleared 
around 2:30.   This isn’t the first GCMS Middle School has been evacuated for a bomb threat.  In 
October 2015, a student discovered the message in the boy’s washroom.
Campus Attacks:  11/14/16; 7:04 p.m.; .22:  Urbana Police are also investigating after two street 
robberies over the weekend.  Authorities say one happened Friday night.  The other Sunday night.  
Both happened near the area of Lincoln Avenue and Illinois Street.  In both cases three men 
attacked a victim and took some of their property.  And in one case the victim was hit in the head.  
Police say it may be the same group of people. 
Road Rage Arrest:  11/21/16; 7:03 p.m.; .19:  What started as road rage has turned into an 
attempted murder charge in Decatur.  Police say two me were involved in a road rage incident in 



the 16000 Block of East Eldorado on Saturday.  Both men were arrested after a car damaged a wall 
and fence at Subway.  A 31-year old is being charged with attempted murder.  And other man with 
criminal damage.
Olney Murder; 11/29/16; 7:02 p.m.; .18: The man accused of raping and killing an 8-year old 
has been formally charged.  This is an update for you.  Glen Ramey was in court today for murder 
and predatory sexual assault.  During his hearing, he hardly answered the judge.  He kept his head 
down and didn’t make eye contact.  If convicted, he could get life in prison.
Crime Watch Wanted:  12/06/16; 7:04 p.m.; .24:  An arrest warrant has been issued for an 
Urbana man after yesterday’s Crimestoppers report.  Police are looking for Tyrone Franklin, the 
24-year-old is being charged with murder.  And police say he’s considered armed and dangerous.  
They say he killed Robert Lee Brown.  The 21-year-old was shot in the 700 Block of East 
University in Urbana last month.  If you know anything about where Franklin is you’re asked to 
call Crimestoppers.
Shooting Arrest:  12/14/16; 7:02 p.m.; .19:  Police have arrested the man they say was 
responsible for a shooting last month.  This is an update for you.  It happened in the 300 Block of 
North Third Street in Champaign.  2 victims were shot and taken to the hospital.  23- year old 
Daytreon Pettis was arrested.  He faces several gun charges.  His bond is set at a quarter of a 
million dollars.
Homicide Investigation:  12/21/16; 7:03 p.m.; .39:  Springfield Police are looking for the person 
who shot at multiple people inside a car and killed one of them.  It happened early this morning 
just after midnight.  Police were called to the 24-hundred Block of West Washington for shots 
fired.  The 19-year old victim was one of five people sitting inside a parked vehicle.  Police say a 
black van pulled up behind their car.  The suspect got out and began firing multiple rounds inside.  
The driver of the parked car drove to the hospital where the 19-year-old was pronounced dead.  
The shooter fled the scene on foot.  Anyone with information on this incident is asked to call 
police.
Christmas Robbery:  12/28/16; 7:07 p.m.; .26:  A man visiting Champaign for the holidays was 
physically assaulted then robbed.  It happened on Christmas Day in an alley on East Green Street.  
Police say hospital staff at Carle contacted them after the victim was treated for his injuries.  The 
victim says he was jumped by three men.  They took his wallet and the money inside.  The victim 
wasn’t able to give officers much more of description of the alleged suspects.  Police say this is 
ongoing investigation 

Health/Healthcare
Drain for a Cure:  10/06/16; 7:05 p.m.; .36:  One Central Illinois Business is raising money for 
cancer research.  For the people who work there it’s personal.  Several people who work at 
Springfield Plastics in Auburn have been affected by Cancer.  That’s a major reason they want to 
raise awareness.  Their fundraiser is called “Drain for the Cure” …. because the company makes 
drainage pipes.  The money will go to a Cancer Institute in Springfield.  Springfield Plastics will 
match every dollar donated up to 25 thousand dollars.
Blood Donations:  10/12/16; 7:26 p.m.; .28:  A Texas Marketing Agency has a bold way of 
encouraging people to give blood.  The agency Adcetera is using its own building in Houston as a 
billboard.  There’s a two-story mural featuring a vampire reaching out from the corner.  The words 
“Houston Needs Blood” are dripping on the side.  Even though it looks a little creepy company 



leaders say they just wanted to bring awareness to the cause.  They decided to do it around 
Halloween to tie in with a spooky theme, the bloody truth.
Urbana Marijuana:  10/18/16; 7:04 p.m.; .22:  Champaign-Urbana’s second medical marijuana 
dispensary is about to open.  NU-Med Urbana will be open for business next week.  The say nearly 
50-thousand people in CU qualify for medical marijuana.  It’s used to treat a range of conditions 
including ALS, Cancer, PTSD and MS among others.  Those in charge of this facility say it will 
take a more medial approach to their patient’s needs. 
Hand Foot Mouth:  10/25/16; 7:03 p.m.; .30:  There are now more than 70 confirmed causes of 
hand foot and mouth disease at the U of I.  This is a follow-up from Your News Leader.  Dr. Robert 
Palinkas says there are about 1-2 new cases of the disease every day.  And cases of it can vary 
from mild to severe.  He says in the meantime, some students who did have the disease have since 
been cured.  But if school is in session, he says the disease will likely continue to spread at a steady 
rate.  But he thinks when Thanksgiving break kicks in and students leave campus, there may be a 
decline.
Obamacare:  11/01/16; 7:15 p.m.; .31; Obama-care open enrollment starts today.  Some 
consumers are bracing for sharp increases in premiums.  Others say they’ll go with different 
insurers, and in many cases, different doctors.  The challenges facing the Affordable Care Act 
come amid a need for increased enrollment.  With the biggest need for young healthy consumers.  
Major insurers including Aetna and United Healthcare opted to leave many states.  Regulators 
responded by allowing companies to re-file rate requests.  The result? Rates in eight states were 
frequently much higher than initially proposed.
Diabetes:  11/10/16; 7:18 p.m.; .13:  A new study finds adults who regularly drink sugary 
beverages have a 46 percent higher risk of developing pre-diabetes.  Researchers say that means 
roughly one can of soda per day…. but that diet soda does not have the same association.
Smoking Down:  11/14/16; 7:13 p.m.; .26:  According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports cigarette smoking rates have hit an all-time low.  Researchers say the number 
of smokers dropped about 15 percent, from 45-million to nearly 37-million between 2005 and 
2015.  Although the CDC is happy with less smokers, they say more ant-tobacco action is still 
needed.  They say nearly half of all Cancer diagnosis are linked to tobacco use.  The CDC says 
smoking rates are highest among men.
Zika Babies:  11/23/16; 7:19 p.m.; 7:09 p.m.; .18:  Infants who were exposed to the Zika Virus 
in the womb may still develop Microcephaly even if it’s not present at birth.  The CDC looked at 
13 exposed infants in Brazil who were born with brain abnormalities but did not have 
Microcephaly.  Eleven of them went on to develop the condition along with significant 
neurological problems. 
Moderate Drinking:  11/28/16; 7:16 p.m.; .31: Having a couple of glasses of wine could be good 
for your health…but any more than that could have the opposite effect.  That’s according to a 
review of studies published in BMC Medicine.  The review found that people who had one or two 
alcoholics drinks a day reduced their risk of a stroke by eight percent.  But people who had more 
to drink had an increased risk of stroke.  The risk for those who had more than four drinks a day 
jumped by 14 percent.  The lead author of the review said “non-drinkers should not start to drink 
as a health measure.”
NICU Donation:  12/09/16; 7:18 p.m.; .40:  Saint John’s Children’s Hospital in Springfield is a 
step closer to getting a brand new NICU.  Staff member were presented with a check for more than 
135 thousand dollars for the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.  It was all thanks to the Asian Indian 
Women’s Organization.  Through its “Imagine Tomorrow” Campaign the HSHS St. John’s 



Foundation is raising money to renovate the unit.  The money will be used to turn the NICU into 
private rooms.  Their goal is to raise 10 million dollars.
Illinois Health Ranking:  12/16/16; 7:07 p.m.; .40:  When it comes to overall health, a new report 
says the Land of Lincoln is just average.  Illinois sits at number 26 for things like the number of 
primary care doctors and fewer smokers.  That’s up two spots in the annual report from the United 
Health Foundation.  Illinois ranks seventh in the country for a relatively low percentage of adults 
experiencing frequent mental distress.  But it’s not all good news the nation for the percentage of 
adults who drink excessively.  Hawaii earned the reports top spot, for the fifth year in a row.  
Mississippi ranked at the bottom.
Macon Health:  12/22/16; 7:05 p.m.; .50:  Health leaders and students in Macon County are 
making strides to tackle some of the biggest health issues facing the community.  Millikin 
University students teamed up with Crossing Health Care to launch ideas to improve people’s 
health.  They spent the semester working on campaigns to raise awareness and come up with 
solutions.  Students focused on Opioid abuse, childhood obesity and sexually transmitted 
infections.  This this is the first-time students had the chance to pitch their ideas to a health 
provider.  Other big issues facing Macon County diabetes and cervical cancer.
Urbana Blood:  12/29/16; 7:18 p.m.; .30:  We stopped by the Gift of Life Blood Drive location 
in Urbana at Lincoln Square Mall earlier today.  There was a constant stream of people coming in 
to donate.  But organizers say they’re welcoming walk-ins. Here’s why.  There are approximately 
36,000 units of red blood cells are needed every day in the U.S.  Afterwards those who give blood 
will be able to grab your snack and free t-shirt.  But organizers say the biggest prize is saving lives.

Consumer Issues
LIHEAP Funding:  10/03/16; 7:05 p.m.; .26:  People wasted no time applying for help to pay 
their winter heating bills.  This is a WCIA 3 follow-up.  Today was the first day people could start 
scheduling LIHEAP application appointments.  A line started forming before sunrise this morning.  
Low income households with kids under age 6, seniors and people with disabilities can sign up.  
But all other eligible households must wait till next month.  LIHEAP can help with gas and electric 
bills now through the end of May.
Samsung:  10/10/16; 7:04 p.m.; .18:  Three major phone carriers are no longer offering 
replacement phones for the Samsung Galaxy Note Seven.  This after reports the replacement 
phones are also overheating.  Samsung recalled around two and a half million phones last month 
because of the problem.  The company has also reportedly suspended production of the phones.
Amazon Location:  10/19/16; 7:26 p.m.; .41:  Less than a month from now, people on the U of 
I’s campus will have a more convenient way to pick up packages.  Amazon is opening a pickup 
service center at the Illini Union Bookstore.  It’s the first location of its new on-campus pick up 
program.  Amazon prime members will even get free same day pick-up for orders before 11:00 
a.m.  Plus, they won’t even have to wait in line.  All they must do is scan a barcode and a locker 
will pop open with their order.  And some students think it could make certain deliveries a lot 
safer.  The official launch of the pickup location will be on November 16th.
Busey Merger:  10/26/16; 7:06 p.m.; .36:  Busey Bank just announced their merger with a bank 
in St. Louis is almost complete.  Pulaski Bank will be fully integrated next month.  This means 13 
new branches for Busey.  So, with this addition, Busey now has branches in four different states.  
But the merger took several months, because employees say there’s a lot that goes into the process.  
The Pulaski banks will become Busey banks by November 5th.



Tree of Hope:  11/03/16; 7:21 p.m.; .22:  One Champaign organization is already bringing out 
the Christmas spirit.  The Developmental Services Center launched its biggest fundraiser of the 
year this morning.  It’s called Tree of Hope.  For every 50 dollars, they raise, they’ll light one bulb 
on the big tree on the corner of Prospect and Marketview Drive. The spokes family says the turnout 
did not disappoint. 
Windsor Road Opening:  11/09/16; 7:06 p.m.; .26:  It’s not a holiday in Urbana tomorrow but 
many drivers will be celebrating.  After two years of construction Windsor Road will officially be 
opened to 4 lanes of traffic.  That is from Lincoln Avenue to just East of Philo Road.  That’s 
supposed to happen at 5:00 in the evening.  Workers have been busy the last few days making sure 
the stretch is safe to drive.  Windsor has been reduced to two lanes while city officials tried to 
figure out why the new pavement keeps cracking.
Vacation:  11/17/16; 7:26 p.m.; .27:  Planning a vacation soon and want to make it memorable?  
Today researchers released the science behind the best vacations.  Turns out how much you spend 
doesn’t make the difference.  But who you go on vacation with does.  If you pack your family and 
your friends away on vacation, you remember the trip better than if you just with family or just 
friends.  The research also found you shouldn’t completely unplug. Taking pictures and snapping 
selfies, improved vacation memory by 40%.
Holiday Travel:  11/21/16; 7:09 p.m.; .46:  State Troopers are hitting the road to get ready for 
the biggest travel weekend of the year.  They’re adding patrols along interstates and doing road 
side safety checks.  They’re expecting the heaviest traffic on Thanksgiving Day.  Statistics show 
a higher number of deadly traffic crashes during the holiday weekend.  Police say they’ll look for 
the “fatal four” violations.  Speeding, DUI, not wearing seatbelts, and distracted driving.  The 
Holiday travel weekend officially starts Wednesday evening and runs through the weekend.
Power Plant Savings:  11/28/16; 7:05 p.m.; .30:  The Clinton Power Plant will be a major topic 
of discussion for Lawmakers this week.  The “Future Energy Jobs” bill could save the plant more 
than four thousand jobs.  Exelon has said it plans to close the quad cities and Clinton plants by the 
summer.  The bill to save the plants could raise rates but a new study suggests it could be a lot 
worse if the plants close.  A global consulting firm says preserving the nuclear plants will save 
businesses and consumers more than 3 billion dollars in power costs in the next 10 years.
Overtime Policy:  12/07/16; 7:06 p.m.; .19:  The Department of Human Services lifted its ban 
on overtime pay.  The General Assembly approved the bill during the veto session.  Now it heads 
to the Governor’s desk.  The proposal would let care-givers in the home services program work 
more than 40 hours a week if that’s what it takes.  The overtime ban threatened the jobs of more 
than 2,000 workers.
Rantoul Hotel:  12/13/16; 7:20 p.m.; .23:  A new hotel in Rantoul is getting closer to opening its 
doors.  It’s the Holiday Inn Express and you can see from I-57.  If the building passes inspections, 
the first few rooms could open tonight.  You can book online or over the phone for no earlier than 
January 13th.  Developers say they like to manage expectations for “soft openings because they 
still have to do some finishing touches and get their staff trained.
License Renewal Stickers:  12/20/16; 7:13 p.m.; .10:  Those who need a license plate renewal 
sticker will still get a reminder in the mail this year.  The Secretary of State’s office says they will 
mail them out until money runs out.  That’s because without a budget the office cannot afford to 
remind people by mail.  However, a new law now waives a 20-dollar late fee if the Secretary of 
State’s office is not reminding motorists. 
ISP Laws:  12/29/16; 7:06 p.m.; .28:  2017 starts in a few days and new laws for drivers are 
taking effect.  State police are sending out reminders.  Beginning January 1st, drivers must slow 



down or change lanes when approaching any stopped vehicle.  Troopers remind you to please do 
so if you see flashing lights ahead.  And that’s not all.  The law will now require officers to tow 
your vehicle if you’ve been convicted of driving without insurance with the past year.  And you 
will get another citation for driving without insurance.

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast public 
service announcements related to the following issues:  

 Education– AUT Truck-Autism Awareness-TEA Anthem Teaching
Health/Healthcare– Zika Virus Awareness 
Consumer – Palace Pets-Pet Adoption-Foundation for a Better Life: Making a Difference, 
Listening, Spread the Love and Being There.
Children/Youth-Toys for Tots/SB2 Chairs Car Seat Safety
Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day.


