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SUMMARY:   
We begin with 23-year-old Middleweight 2008 Olympian boxer Shawn Estrada who recently 
fought his two first professional fights, knocking out both of his opponents in round one.   Born 
and raised in East Los Angeles into a Mexican-American family, Shawn was surrounded by 
poverty and gang violence, but he was determined to stay on the right path. His coach and 
mentor was his father Juan Estrada, a former boxer himself.  His head trainer Rodrigo 
Mosquera and manager Arnulfo Bravo both agree that Shawn has immense potential as a 
boxer and will make a name for him-self in the boxing world. Many sports critics have 
compared him to his childhood idol Oscar de la Hoya.  Unfortunately, Shawn’s recent highs’ 
have been met with some major blows, including losing his father when he was in Beijing as 
part of the USA Boxing Olympic Team. His mother Cassandra Vasquez also talks to Vista 
L.A. about her son and late husband.  Then, we move on to a boxing legend stepping outside 
the ring to make a difference, after captivating boxing fans for years with his relentless fighting 
style, legendary Mexican boxer Marco Antonio Barrera is taking on a new role outside the 
ring.  Barrera will co-host the new Spanish-language ESPN Deportes boxing show, GOLPE A 
GOLPE, which premieres this year. Our next story is about the legendary, Grammy award-
winning singer Vikki Carr, who has recently come out of semi-retirement to perform her hit 
songs for the fans who love her.  Her career has spanned fifty years and her body of work 
includes countless hits in both English and Spanish.  Next, we meet Abel Delgado, who 
couldn’t imagine a life without music.  As an accomplished flutist, he was introduced to music 
as a young child.  Abel says, music gave him self-esteem and confidence at a time when he 
felt he didn’t fit in with other kids.  Today, he’s returning the gift he was once given, as the 
music director and conductor of “The Harmony Project,” a non-profit program giving free 
instruments and music classes to low-income kids, up until they graduate from high school.  
We also talk to cello instructor Erin Barnes, music student Alan Salazar, his mother Mirna 
Salazar and cello student Skye Morrison.  Then onto more music with “Mariachi USA,” an 
annual music festival held at the Hollywood Bowl where thousands gather to celebrate the 
traditional sounds of Mexico. Rodri Rodriguez is the founder of the festival. Last, we visit 
“Philippe’s The Original,” also simply known as Philippe’s and best-known for its French dip 
sandwiches.  This L.A. landmark celebrated its centennial anniversary in 2008.  Surviving the 
test of time in Los Angeles, this landmark first opened under the ownership of Philippe 
Mathieu, a French man, who arguably has become credited for the creation of the French-dip 
sandwiches.  Richard Binder, owner of Philippe’s, talks to Vista L.A. about what makes this 
place unique.  We also talked to long-time employees Juanita Gonzalez and Elias Barajas 
and discovered that customers, like Marilyn Jenson, Tim Ross, Barbara, John Harris and 
Barbara Kateman, visit Philippe’s for the food and also for a taste of old Los Angeles.  
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Shawn Estrada; Pro Middleweight Boxer, Rodrigo Mosquera; Head Trainer, Arnulfo Bravo; 
Manager, Cassandra Vasquez; Mother, Marco Antonio Barrera; Legendary Mexican Boxer, 
Vikki Carr; Professional Singer, Abel Delgado; Music Director/The Harmony Project, Erin 
Barnes; Cello Instructor, Alan Salazar; Music Student, Mirna Salazar; Mother, Skye Morrison; 
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The Original, Juanita Gonzalez, Elias Barajas, Marilyn Jenson, Tim Ross, Barbara, John 
Harris, Barbara Kateman. 


