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Weekly News Summary for Sunday, October 4.

Dare school board votes to fully reopen elementary schools and upper grades on 
hybrid schedule
On October 1, Dare County Board of Education voted unanimously to reopen Pre-
Kindergarten through Grade 5 to face-to-face classroom instruction five days a week 
and for Grades 6 through 12, a hybrid schedule with two days in school and two days 
remotely.
The board also approved calendar changes and gave the go ahead to middle and high 
school athletics.
The reopening is complicated. Here are some details.
The new set-up starts Monday, October 26.
The adopted calendar changes make Oct. 21, 22 and 23 required teacher workdays to 
get rooms ready for instruction. 
Parents must make decisions about students attending in-person or virtually. The 
deadline for signing up for the virtual learning offering is Thursday, October 8 at 5 
o’clock. The online address for an application and more information is virtual option@ 
dare to learn dot org.  
The Dare County Schools Virtual School starts Monday, Oct. 26 and is available to 
students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Those who enroll in Virtual School will remain 
in that setting through the first semester, which ends Jan. 15, 2021.
For those returning to school buildings, additional details are offered.
A phased re-entry starts the process. For Week 1, starting October 26, students in 
grades three through five will attend school to learn how to navigate with COVID-19 
safety requirements. The next week, Nov. 2 through 6, grades Kindergarten through 
second will return.
Middle and high school students will attend school on-site in A/B cohorts on alternating 
days each week and remote learning on off-site days.
Cohort A, half the alphabet, attends in school Monday and Thursday and virtually 
Tuesday and Friday. Cohort B, the other half of the alphabet, attends in school Tuesday 
and Friday and remotely Monday and Thursday. Wednesday is deep cleaning day and 
also open for enrichment, planning and interventions. 
Exceptional children in separate setting classroom can participate daily, Kindergarten 
through Grade 12.
The system’s After School Enrichment Program will run in the elementary schools.



School will be different. Masks are required for all unless a student has an exemption or 
is under 5 years of age. 
Social distancing in hallways and gyms is required, which will slow transit times. More 
outside time will be built into the day.
To enter, three health screenings questions must be answered on Healthy Roster, a 
symptom survey platform to assess student health. The survey is sent electronically and 
returned with a green screen that can be held up in a car or bus.
On entering a facility, a student or stakeholder will have a temperature check with a 
thermal scanner. Dare County Board of Commissioners was thanked for purchasing the 
thermal scanners.
If a temperature over 100.4 is registered, a person will be asked to leave the campus. A 
student with the same temperature will be placed in a quarantine room until a parent 
can fetch the child.
Bus transportation will be provided. A registration form will be sent out. Only 24 
students will be seated on a bus. Children in the same family can sit together. Double 
routes will be required.
School lunch and breakfast will be picked up in the cafeteria and eaten in the classroom. 
For those in Virtual School, Cape Hatteras Secondary is the designated site for meal pick 
up under the existing program. 
During this pandemic time, Dare County Schools will continue to suspend the use of 
school facilities for community use.
Superintendent John Farrelly recommended and the board approved athletic preseason 
conditioning starting Monday, October 5, following the guidelines and safety protocols 
of the North Carolina High School Athletic Association. Middle and high school athletic 
seasons are to begin November 5.

Sheriff’s September blotter shows 13 stolen firearms incidents
The Dare County Sheriff released the crime blotter for the month of September for the 
unincorporated areas of the county.
During the month, 13 firearms were stolen in Rodanthe and Waves. Eight of the 
firearms were stolen in the 24000 block of NC 12 in Rodanthe. That block runs roughly 
from the Chicamacomico Water Tower to Saint Claire’s Landing Family Campground. All 
but one of the eight were stolen from motor vehicles.
In Waves, four firearms were stolen, three from motor vehicles. The 25000 block of NC 
12 runs from Saint Clair’s Landing to St. Waves Plaza.
In other Hatteras Island villages, two crimes are reported in Frisco, one in Buxton and 
one in Avon.



The Dare County Sheriff has issued a Scam Alert!
Sheriff Doug Doughtie wants the public to be aware of these scams and to not give out 
personal information over the phone.
Two scams were reported where citizens were called on the phone.
One caller represents themselves as a Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant from phone number 
252-284-0945 saying that there are warrants for your arrest and it can be handled over 
the phone if you pay money. They also go on to say you cannot contact anyone, nor an 
attorney. This is not true. This is a scam.
Another scam is a caller states they are from Publishers Clearing House. They say “we 
are calling asking if you have received the entry certificate in the mail”. If you say yes, 
they tell you that you have won the prize of $7,000 a week for life. 
Do not give them any personal information, nor any credit card or banking numbers.
Check out a company with the Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Division at 1-
877-5-NO-SCAM before you do business with them.
Join the Do Not Call registry to cut down on unwanted telemarketing calls. To sign up, 
call 1-888-382-1222 from the number you wish to register or visit online do not call dot 
gov.  Once on the list, report Do No Call violators to the Attorney General’s Office.

North Carolina is in Phase 3 recovery now
On Friday, October 2 at 5 o’clock, North Carolina moved cautiously into Phase 3 
recovery. Governor Roy Cooper made the announcement Wednesday.
Under Executive Order 169, some restrictions are eased. The forward move expires Oct. 
23.
New provision include: 
 Large outdoor venues with seating greater than 10,000 may operate with 7% 
occupancy for spectators. No standing room tickets will be sold. 
 Smaller outdoor entertainment venues, like arenas or amphitheaters, may operate 
outdoors at 30% of outdoor capacity, or 100 guests, whichever is less. 
 Movie theaters and conference centers may open indoor spaces to 30% of stated fire 
capacity, or 100 guests, whichever is less.
 Bars may operate outdoor seating areas at 30% of outdoor capacity, or 100 guests, 
whichever is less. 
  Amusement parks may open at 30% occupancy, outdoor attractions only but can 
open inside restaurant, concessions, gift or retail shops and restrooms.
For fitness and physical activity facilities indoor areas, the capacity is the lesser of 30% 
of stated fire capacity (for those without fire capacity, the limit is seven guests per 1,000 
feet.) In any room, guests must stay six feet apart. In outdoor areas, limit is 12 guests 
per 1,000 feet. 
The limits on mass gatherings remain at 25 people indoors and 50 people outdoors. 



The 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. curfew on alcohol sales for in-person consumption in locations 
such as restaurants and outdoor bars is extended to Oct. 23.
Other requirements include providing alcohol-based hand sanitizer at the entrance and 
other areas as needed, increasing disinfection during peak times, marking six-feet of 
spacing in lines
For those at high-risk, it is still safer at home.
When outside homes, follow social distancing and wear face coverings, which are 
mandated. 
State and public health officials will continue watching the key COVID-19 trends over the 
next several weeks to determine if any further restrictions can be eased when the 
current Executive Order expires October 23. 

Storm-recovery projects set for national seashore on Ocracoke and Hatteras islands
Ocracoke Boat Slip Utility Pedestal Replacement
On October 13, a Raleigh contractor starts installing 15 new utility pedestals and utility 
lines at the Seashore’s Silver Lake boat slips on Ocracoke Island. Electrical systems inside 
the pedestals were damaged by saltwater flooding due to Hurricane Dorian.  
The boat docks should reopen in early January 2021. The cost of the project is $188,000.
Old Lighthouse Beach Parking Lot Repair
The parking lot at the former site of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse has been damaged 
over the years. A project to repair and repave the parking lot is scheduled to begin 
Monday, November 2.
During the project, the Old Lighthouse parking lot will be closed.
Visitors can park at the nearby Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Beach Access parking lot or at 
the Buxton Beach Access parking lot at the old U.S. Coast Guard station, accessed by 
driving down Old Lighthouse Road in Buxton. The project is expected to be completed 
by the end of November.
Dune Restoration and Cape Hatteras Pier Drive Repair in Frisco  
A project to restore a large section of dune at the ocean end of Cape Hatteras Pier Drive 
is scheduled to begin Monday, October 19. A Morehead City contractor expects to finish 
hauling sand, shaping the dune, and planting American beach grass on the dune by early 
December 2020.
The area was previously a parking lot that was severely damaged. Pavement has been 
removed and the dune will be rebuilt in the gap formed by the historic parking area. 
Over the next year, the Seashore will replace the lost parking capacity by enlarging the 
parking area at the Frisco Beach access, located about three-tenths of a mile toward 
Hatteras village in the seashore. 
Residents on Cape Hatteras Pier Drive will have vehicular access. Visitors will have 
pedestrian and bicycle access down Cape Hatteras Pier Drive during construction.
Repair and Paving of Cape Hatteras Pier Drive



The combined cost of the paving work at the Old Lighthouse Beach parking lot and Cape 
Hatteras Pier Drive is $197,000.

A Judge in California lets census counting continue 
Earlier last week, U.S. District Judge Lucy Koh [Co] suspended the Census Bureau’s 
September 30 deadline for cutting off field operations. With that injunction in place, the 
deadline reverted to October 31 as the cutoff date.
Then U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross said that field operations would end 
October 5.
The deadline was established in a one-sentence tweet.
The judge threw out that date and reestablished the October 31 deadline. Attorneys for 
the federal government said they were appealing the decision. 
It’s not too late to participate in the census.
Go to 2020 Census dot gov to help shape the future of Hatteras Island.

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for national seashore out for review
A Draft Environmental Impact Statement titled Sediment Management Framework has 
been issued for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
On September 29 and 30 and October 1, webinars were held at various times to 
introduce the draft and for the public to ask questions. A total of 52 people attended 
the webinars.
The project purpose is to develop a framework for issuing special use permits for 
sediment management for beach nourishment, dune restoration and filling island 
breaches in the Seashore. 
The framework addresses possible requests for the next 20 years.
The Seashore needs an approved Environmental Impact Statement to reduce response 
time to requests for special use permits for sediment management and to avoid or 
reduce various impacts of such projects.
The 216-page document follows the standard Environmental Impact Statement: listing 
alternatives and examining affected environment and environmental consequences.
Three alternatives are listed: do nothing alternative A, maintain existing management 
alternative C and preferred alternative B.
A 45-day comment period started Sept. 18, 2020, and ends Nov. 2, 2020.
Documents associated with this project are found at park planning dot nps dot gov slash 
C A H A Sediment. The same site is used to make comments. 

Person found in Seashore near Buxton Woods Reserve
Around 9 o’clock, Friday night, September 25, a 911 call alerted that 31-year old woman 
was lost. Seashore ranger worked with the U.S. Coast Guard, Dare County Sheriff’s 



Office, Hatteras Island Rescue Squad, and the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission as 
part of a search and rescue operation.
The woman became lost while walking in the woods near the Seashore’s boundary with 
Buxton Woods Coastal Reserve, managed by the state’s Department of Environmental 
Quality.
A ranger began searching for the lost woman shortly after receiving the 911 call, 
followed by the Hatteras Island Rescue Squad formally initiating and leading a search 
and rescue operation.
The woman was temporarily located by a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter, but she became 
lost again. After restarting the search Saturday morning, at around 7:30, a Seashore 
Ranger reported finding the individual walking near the Seashore’s administrative 
housing area on Loggerhead Lane.

New C O A campus starts
One of Dare County’s major projects started Monday morning, Sept. 28.
At 9 o’clock, demolition of the old Manteo High and subsequent Manteo Middle School 
started. 
The demolition clears the site for the new College of The Albemarle building at 205 U.S. 
Highway 64 in Manteo. 

Management Unit A closes to large mesh gill nets Oct. 6
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation M-16-2020 closes Management Unit A to 
the use of large mesh gill nets with overnight soaks for the purpose of harvesting 
flounder. It maintains small mesh gill net attendance requirements in the entirety of 
Management Unit A. The proclamation is effective 8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020 and 
applies to commercial and recreational fishing.

Flounder meets start on Plan Amendment 3
The state’s Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a workshop by webinar over several 
days in October with the southern flounder fishery management plan advisory 
committee to review draft Amendment 3 to the Southern Flounder Fishery 
Management Plan.
The workshop starts Thursday, October 8, and runs from 6 to 8 o’clock in the evening. 
Four more dates are scheduled.
The public may listen to the workshop by phone or listen and view presentations in real-
time by joining online. Directions for calling in by phone or joining the webinar online, 
including information on system requirements and testing are available at n c d e n r dot 
org
Based on the outcome of the workshop, the division will present a revised draft of 
Amendment 3 to the Marine Fisheries Commission in 2021. 



Classroom Sessions of Driver's Education
CHSS is in the process of accepting names of students who would like to take the 
classroom version of Driver's Ed. The classes will be held virtually and will begin in the 
next few weeks. All applicants will be notified of exact times and dates of the classes as 
soon as they are confirmed.
Deadline for signup is tomorrow October 5.
Go to Cape Hatteras Secondary Facebook page for the Google doc link for the 
application.

Lower flags to half-staff Monday, October 5.
In honor of National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Day, Governor Roy Cooper has 
ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at state facilities to be lowered to 
half-staff from sunrise to sunset on Monday, October 5. As a show of respect, 
individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government 
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time 
indicated.
 
Be safe out there. Stay well. On behalf of all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thanks for 
listening. 

Weekly News Summary for October 11, 2020.

COVID-19 update for Dare County
In Dare County on Saturday, October 10, the cumulative total of lab-confirmed 
positive COVID-19 tests is 587.
Only 22 of those cases are now active among residents. One resident remains 
hospitalized and 21 are in home isolation.
Of the total, 319 are residents and 268 are non-residents, four of which are 
isolating in the county. 
Peak Resources in Nags Head remains on the outbreak list. As of the state’s 
Friday, October 9, posting, Peak Resources had three staff members and three 
residents infected with COVID-19. The nursing home previously reported two 
cases. 



A testing clinic set for Tuesday, Oct. 20 at Cape Hatteras Elementary School
A testing clinic will be available on Hatteras Island on Tuesday, October 20 at Cape 
Hatteras Elementary School, 47500 Middle Ridge Road, in Buxton.
The testing event will offer drive through diagnostic testing for ages 5 and older. 
The clinics are not offering antibody testing at this time. The diagnostic test 
indicates whether an individual has a current COVID-19 infection.
To schedule an appointment for the October 20 testing event, call 252-475-5008. 
The call center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 in the morning to 5 
o’clock. Participants registering for the community testing events are required to 
send a photocopy of their government-issued identification card and insurance 
card prior to the event.

North Carolina COVID-19 numbers
As of Noon on Saturday, October 10, across North Carolina, the cumulative total 
of lab-confirmed cases stands at 229,752, an increase of 2,321. The trend is 
increasing. Currently, 1,034 people have been hospitalized, a decrease of 31 
patients. Unfortunately, 3,765 North Carolinians have died of COVID-19. This is an 
increase of 18 from yesterday.
Across the nation, just like North Carolina, states are reporting rising numbers of 
COVID-19 cases. The United States is now recording an average of 47,000 new 
cases per day.

Crime reported on Hatteras Island
The Dare County Sheriff released the felony crime blotter for the month of 
September for the unincorporated areas of the county.
During the month, 13 firearms were stolen in Rodanthe and Waves. Eleven of the 
13 handguns were stolen from motor vehicles in two campgrounds located in the 
24000 and 25000 blocks of NC 12, roughly between the Chicamacomico water 
tower and St. Waves Plaza. Eight of the firearms were stolen in Rodanthe. In 
Waves, four firearms were stolen, three from motor vehicles. 
In other Hatteras Island villages, two crimes are reported in Frisco for an online 
scam and a phone scam, in Avon where money was stolen and in Buxton where 
medication and money were stolen.
Four crimes are reported in Wanchese and another four in Colington.



Two arrested in Buxton
On the afternoon of October 1, Dare County Sheriff's deputies responded to a 
Breaking and Entering near Highway12 and Barley Lane in Buxton. When the 
deputies arrived the found individuals had broken into a drivable RV that was 
located on the property. A woman was arrested and charged with misdemeanor 
Breaking and Entering and released. 
On Monday, October 5, after reviewing the case the misdemeanor charge was 
dropped and warrants were taken out for the woman and a man from Buxton for 
felony Breaking and/or Entering a Motor Vehicle. The pair were located and 
arrested that night in the Buxton area and taken to the Dare County Detention 
Center. Both are currently under a one million dollar bond.

Vandals attack Ocracoke Light station 
Two acts of vandalism at the Ocracoke Light Station were recently discovered by 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore Rangers. The Seashore has launched an 
investigation and seeks tips from the public to help catch those responsible for 
the vandalism. 
On Sunday, September 27, Rangers noticed that a wooden ventilation slat was 
missing from the Ocracoke Lighthouse door. Additionally, the wire screening 
behind the missing wooden slat was forcibly detached from the door.
On Monday, October 5, Rangers discovered that numerous windows were 
damaged in the Keeper’s Quarters, the lighthouse, and several outbuildings. It is 
believed that the damages were caused sometime between the evening of 
October 3 and the morning of October 5.
Law enforcement rangers are seeking assistance in identifying those responsible 
for the vandalism. Anyone with information are asked to contact the National 
Park Service’s Investigative Services Branch. Call or text this Tip Line at 888-653-
0009 or submit a tip to nps.gov slash i s b.
Completed in 1823, the Ocracoke Lighthouse is the oldest operating lighthouse in 
North Carolina. It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.

Dredging done; full ferry schedule for Ocracoke, Swan Quarter and Cedar Island; 
but Oregon Inlet in trouble
After a successful Bigfoot Slough dredging effort by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the N.C. Department of Transportation’s Ferry System started a full 
three-boat schedule between Ocracoke, Swan Quarter and Cedar Island on 
Saturday, October 10.



Now, about Oregon Inlet
On Wednesday, the United States Army Corps of Engineers published its most 
recent hydrographic survey, highlighting the depths of the Oregon Inlet channel 
through the bar.
In the vicinity of buoys 6 and 7, it appears that shoals from both the North and 
South are creeping into the channel. The United States Coast Guard strongly 
advises monitoring depths and staying tight on track lines when transiting Oregon 
Inlet
If mariners have questions, contact Coast Guard Station Oregon Inlet on CH 16 or 
via landline at (252) 441-6260. Stay safe!

Support the Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation
This is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and the Hatteras Island Cancer 
Foundation has a couple of events.
Usually, yesterday would have started with the Foundation’s 5K race and fun walk 
with a bevy of pink-clad runners and walkers. This year it is a virtual race that goes 
to 8 a.m., Tuesday, October 13.
Ongoing is the Foundation’s Drink Pink Campaign. The event started in October 
2014 at Ketch 55, reports the Island Free Press. Seven years later, 13 restaurants 
and businesses are participating in the Drink Pink Campaign. Donate some money 
to the foundation with a pink drink purchase at establishments in Hatteras, Frisco, 
Buxton and Avon.
The island’s cancer foundation is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization. It 
supports cancer patients and their families who live on Hatteras Island. The 
foundation helps with needs such as travel expenses, prescriptions and medical 
supplies, as well as medical bills that are not covered by insurance. Since 2000, 
the Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation has assisted over 197 residents with cancer 
through grants in excess of $985,000.

Hatteras Island Angel Gift
It’s time for the island to think about Christmas. The Angel Gift program has 
provided the following information. It’s a lot but listen closely, please.
The coalition that implements the Hatteras Island Angel Gift program is seeking 
sponsors, donors and applicants for the upcoming holiday season. The program is 
provided in collaboration with individuals, businesses, churches and other 
organizations committed to providing Christmas joy for children on Hatteras 
Island.



Dare County Department of Health and Human Services works with these 
organizations to provide referrals, offer administrative support and identify family 
needs, as well as to help protect the privacy of the request.
Donation boxes and Angel requests are located in businesses for donors to 
sponsor. Monetary and toy donations are also accepted.
Angel Gift volunteers will do shopping after the cutoff date for donations passes, 
which is Dec. 1, 2020.
For those families in need of assistance this Christmas, applications for Hatteras 
Island Angel Gift are available to pick up and drop off at the Dare County 
Department of Health and Human Services Frisco campus. Applications are 
accepted now through Nov. 9.
Participants do not need to be a client of the Department of Health and Human 
Services to receive Angel Gift. Participants must live on Hatteras Island, and gifts 
are provided only for a child or children in the custody of the applicant. Phone 
interviews will be required to verify information and assess needs once 
completed applications are submitted. Children birth through14 years of age are 
eligible for sponsorship. Other children in the home with eligible children may be 
included if under 16 years of age and enrolled in school. For families that have 
received Angel Gift for three consecutive years, the application will be reviewed 
by the committee and sponsorship is not guaranteed. COVID-19 related situations 
will be taken into consideration.
For questions regarding the program, or to make a donation, contact the program 
coordinators, Linda with Hatteras United Methodist Church at 252-986-2149 or 
Jessica at 252-475-9343.

Events coming up
St. John United Methodist Church in Avon is having a huge multi-family yard sale 
on Friday, October, 16 and Saturday, October 17 from 9 to 2. All proceeds to 
benefit St. John Mission House Project.  Follow the yard sale signs to the church 
located in Avon Village.

Coastal Humane Society and Friends of Felines-Hatteras Island will hold a 
vaccination clinic for dogs and cats on Wednesday, October 21 from 8 in the 
morning to Noon.
The clinic will be held at 41076 NC 12, which is the yellow building right next to 
Nino's Pizza in Avon.



Appointments are not needed. The clinic is offered for Hatteras Island pet owners 
only. Other clinics will be held up the beach in the next few months.
Dogs must be on leashes and cats in carriers.
Masks are required for all humans.
Vaccinations for dog are $28 including rabies and two more vaccinations
Vaccinations for cats are $15 including rabies and three feline virus vaccinations.
The clinic requires cash or check only for payment. No credit cards will be 
accepted.

Dare school board meets Tuesday, Oct. 13
Dare County Board of Education will meet Oct. 13 at Kitty Hawk Elementary 
School.
The meeting is held virtually for the general public. The audio of the regular 
meeting is carried live starting at 5 p.m. The connection is through the Dare 
County Schools website at daretolearn.org.
The school board begins meeting at 4 p.m. in a special closed door session. 
During the regular meeting starting at 5 p.m., the agenda calls for a report on 
reopening schools, Under new business, a request to keep native mascot name 
will be presented. The board has previously heard from a group that proposes to 
rename Manteo High and Middle Schools mascots.

This is National Wildlife Refuge Week
Rediscover nature at Hatteras Island’s Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. 
National Wildlife Refuge Week is observed the second full week of October each 
year.
The National Wildlife Refuge System pumps $3.2 billion per year into regional 
economies and supports more than 41,000 jobs.
Pea Island is one of 568 national wildlife refuges and 38 wetland management 
districts covering 95 million acres of land. 

Be safe out there. Stay well. From all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thank 
you for listening. 



Weekly News Summary for October 18, 2020.

COVID-19 statistics are trending upward
North Carolina’s COVID-19 trends are higher, going in the wrong direction. 
On Thursday, October 15, the state recorded its highest number of new cases, 
2,533, since the start of the pandemic. On Friday, October 16, that record was 
broken when the state reported 2,684 new cases. On Saturday, new cases 
decreased to 2,102, or 582 fewer cases than Friday.
Hospitalizations are increasing slowly and on Friday recorded the second highest 
total in 30 days with 1,148 patients. On Saturday, eight fewer people were 
hospitalized with this virus.
On Saturday, the percentage of positive tests reached 6.6%, above the 5% goal 
and trending in the wrong direction.
In Dare County, new cases have been increasing. From Monday through Saturday, 
October 12 through October 17, another 41 cases were added to the cumulative 
total, which on Saturday was 630. Eleven of the 41 cases are non-residents; 30 are 
residents. The current active cases number 32 in home isolation, one person 
hospitalized and two in isolation outside Dare County. Four non-residents are 
isolating in Dare County.
In Dare County, Peak Resources is reporting two staff cases and three resident 
cases. Last week, Radio Hatteras reported different numbers for Peak Resources. 
The numbers were from the state’s Dashboard. The numbers were corrected 
earlier this week.

A Coastal Flood Advisory was posted for Hatteras and Ocracoke islands.
The National Weather Service posted a Coastal Flood Advisory in effect from 5 
Saturday morning, October 17, to Noon on Sunday.
A cold front moved across the Outer Banks. Northerly winds came in behind the 
front. On Saturday, gusts registered around 22 miles per hour. 
A Spring tide increases tides through early next week, says the weather service 
forecast.
The weather service warned overwash was possible where the dunes were 
weakened by last month`s swell and overwash event.

Dare’s School Board keeps Manteo mascots
Unanimously, the Dare County School Board voted to retain the Redskins mascot 
for Manteo High School and the Braves mascot for Manteo Middle School.



The proponents for changing the mascots addressed the board in September. 
Supporters for keeping the mascots provided arguments on Tuesday, October 13.
The school system is preparing for a return to face-to-face learning on Monday, 
October 26. At least 1,200 students or a fifth of the system’s student population 
will continue with remote learning.
Students in grades Kindergarten through fifth grade return to the classrooms. In 
grades six through 12, face-to-face attendance is by cohorts with some students 
attending Monday and Thursday and others Tuesday and Fridays. Other days of 
the week, teachers will deliver lessons remotely.
Radio Hatteras salutes and thanks teachers, administrators and maintenance 
workers for all the additional work that is required for classroom delivery in the 
time of the coronavirus pandemic.

A new welding lab is now available at College of The Albemarle
On Wednesday, Oct. 14, a ribbon was cut at a new welding lab on the Dare 
County campus of College of The Albemarle.
The lab, features a dozen welding booths, each with a ventilation system to keep 
students and instructors healthy.
Speakers at the ribbon cutting included College of The Albemarle President Jack 
Bagwell, Dare County Board of Commissioners Chairman Robert L. Woodard, Dare 
Campus dean Tim Sweeney, and welding graduate Steve Sizemore.
Woodard said “education has been and it will always be a top priority for the Dare 
County Board of Commissioners.”
Dare County’s Guarantee Scholarship, funded by the county’s commissioners, is 
now helping almost 80 Dare County high school graduates attend College of The 
Albemarle. The scholarships are still available. 
The new welding lab is in the Manteo campus Professional Arts Building. Going on 
in front of that building is demolition of old school buildings to make way for a 
“state of the art academic building.”

Visitation in the national seashore up again
Cape Hatteras National Seashore experienced a 42% increase in recreational 
visitation last month compared to September 2019. The 345,249 visits amounted 
to the 2nd-highest level of September visitation since the establishment of the 
Seashore in 1953.



Fort Raleigh National Historic Site and Wright Brothers National Memorial also 
experienced bumps in visitation, bringing September visitation closer to average 
September levels.
The remainder of seasonal off-road vehicle routes reopened October 15. The 
routes can be accessed via ramps 23, 34, 38, 49, 55, and 68. 

Applications Open for New Rent and Utility Assistance Program
Applications are now being accepted for the new N.C. Housing Opportunities and 
Prevention of Evictions or HOPE Program. The program assists eligible low- and- 
moderate-income renters experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19.
The new program provides rent and utility assistance to prevent evictions and 
utility disconnections.
Renters affected by the coronavirus pandemic, have a current household income 
that is 80 percent of the area median income or lower, and are behind on their 
rent or utilities when they apply are eligible.
Renters who need rent or utility assistance can apply online at n c 2 1 1 dot org 
slash hope. Applicants who cannot access the online application can also call 2-1-
1 and speak with a program representative, who will assist the caller through the 
application on the phone Monday through Friday from 7 in the morning to 6 at 
night.
Rent assistance is paid to the landlord on behalf of the applicant. This includes 
overdue and future rent payments, for up to six months. At least one month’s 
rent must be overdue at the time of application.
Utility payments will be made directly to the utility provider for up to six months 
of past due essential utilities, such as electricity, water and propane. 

Flu season is here
On October 15, officials with the North Carolina Division of Public Health 
announced the first reported flu-related death of 2020 to 2021 flu season. The 
death occurred the first week of October and involved an adult over 65 years of 
age in the central part of the state. 
Last flu season, 186 flu deaths were reported in North Carolina. Of those 186 
deaths, 105 were people age 65 and older and five were under the age of 18.
Dare County’s Health Division has scheduled flu vaccine clinics at the Frisco office. 
This week, the clinic is set for Friday, October 23 from 8 in the morning to 4 in the 
afternoon. The next one is October 30 during the same hours.



The clinics are by appointment only. To schedule an appointment call 475-5003 
and select option 2 for the clinic.
Free vaccine is provided for all children ages 6 months to 18 years who have 
Medicaid, do not have insurance or their insurance does not cover vaccinations. 
Insurance claims will be filed for Blue Cross Blue Shield, Medcost, Health Choice, 
Tricare, or Medicare. Otherwise, the cost of the flu shot is $35 dollars.

Coming up this week
Early voting in Dare County is now underway.
Early voting allows any registered voter to cast an absentee ballot in person prior 
to Election Day, which is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.
Those not registered may register when they vote during Early Voting.
Early voting allows registered voters to vote at any early voting site in the county. 
On Hatteras Island, the early voting site is Cape Hatteras Secondary School 
Auditorium in Buxton.
Other early voting sites are the Dare County Administration Building in Manteo 
and the Kill Devil Hills Town Hall. 
The sites are open on weekdays from 8 in the morning to 7:30 at night and on 
Saturday October 24 from 8 to 6. The last day of early voting is Saturday, October 
31 from 8 to 3 o’clock.
Poll workers are practicing virus safety. Voting booths are sanitized between each 
voter. A new pen is given to each voter. And, I Voted pins are coming soon. 
For more information about voting, visit dare n c dot com slash voting

A testing clinic set for Tuesday, Oct. 20 at Cape Hatteras Elementary School
A testing clinic will be available on Hatteras Island on Tuesday, October 20 at Cape 
Hatteras Elementary School, 47500 Middle Ridge Road, in Buxton.
The testing event will offer residents drive through diagnostic testing for ages 5 
and older. The diagnostic test indicates whether an individual has a current 
COVID-19 infection.
Appointments are required and start at 10:30 in the morning.
To schedule an appointment for the October 20 testing event, call 475-5008. The 
call center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 in the morning to 5 o’clock. 
Individuals with insurance will not incur any out of pocket cost as the COVID-19 
test is completely covered, no deductible and no co-pays. All insurances cover the 
COVID-19 diagnostic test, including Medicaid and Medicare. Mako Medical 



Laboratories will use the COVID-19 Relief Fund to cover costs of diagnostic testing 
for individuals who are uninsured.

Dog and cat vaccinations available October 21
Coastal Humane Society and Friends of Felines-HI will hold a vaccination clinic for 
dogs and cats on Wednesday, October 21 from 8 in the morning to noon. The 
Clinic will be held at 41076 NC 12 in Avon, which is the yellow building right next 
to Nino's Pizza in Avon.
No appointments are needed. Dogs must be on leashes and cats in carriers. Masks 
are required for all humans.
Vaccinations for dogs $28 and for cats $15. Only cash or checks. No credit cards.

Red, White and Blue fishing tournament set for Hatteras Island
A Red, White and Blue Freedom Surf Fishing Tournament is set for Thursday 
through Saturday, October 22 through 24 on Hatteras Island.
This surf fishing tournament is sponsored by Frank and Fran’s Bait and Tackle in 
Avon. Registration closes October 21. Entry fee is $50. Go to hatteras dash island 
dot com or to Frank and Fran’s at 40210 NC 12, Avon, to register.
Organizers have made several moves to make this a coronavirus-safe tournament. 
This event has no mass gatherings. No judges will be on the beach. Instead, 
participants will take pictures of caught fish alongside a tournament-provided 
measuring tape and fill out a scorecard. 
Participants start fishing at 12:01 a.m. (midnight), Thursday, Oct. 22, and continue 
until Noon on Saturday, Oct. 24. Tournament winners will be announced by 6 
p.m., Saturday, Oct. 24.
Fishing is permitted on all oceanside beaches between Ramp 23 to Ramp 55, 
excluding Ramp 44 at Cape Point.
The tournament features competition for the longest red drum, whiting (sea 
mullet) and bluefish, thus red, white and blue.
Anglers pick up at Frank and Fran’s a one page rule sheet, the tournament 
measuring tape and a scorecard for recording the fish species, length of fish and 
time of catch. The scorecard entry must be witnessed. Scorecards are to be 
turned in by 2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 24, at Frank and Fran’s. 

Be safe out there. Keep well. Radio Hatteras volunteers thank you for listening 
to this community radio station. 



Weekly News Summary for October 25, 2020.

All of Hatteras mourns.
Fire destroyed and damaged Buxton homes early Friday morning; four fatalities 
confirmed
A large structure fire claimed the lives of four individuals early Friday morning 
Oct. 23 at 46110 Cape Hatteras Lane, in the Cottages at the Cape development in 
Buxton.
Volunteer fire departments from Buxton, Hatteras and Frisco responded shortly 
after 4 a.m. when a caller reported that flames were visible at the structure. Dare 
County Sheriff’s deputies and Dare County EMS were also dispatched to the scene
A second alarm went out for units from Avon fire department and Hatteras Island 
Rescue Squad. In accordance with protocol, the primary or first responding units 
were re-paged.
Dare EMS transported two individuals to the Outer Banks Hospital in Nags Head 
for initial stabilization.
Dare EMS sent a total four ambulances to the scene and shifted an ambulance 
crew to Rodanthe to cover Hatteras Island. In addition to the ambulance crews, 
the shift supervisor, operations captain, deputy EMS chief and EMS Chief Jennie 
Collins responded to the scene.
Fire crews remained actively engaged at the fire scene into the afternoon.
The Dare County Fire Marshal, State Bureau of Investigation and Office of the 
State Fire Marshal, Dare County Sheriff’s Office, and Kill Devil Hills Fire Marshal 
are investigating the cause of the fire assisted by Buxton firefighters. The 
American Red Cross was also on the scene.
The fire caused severe damage to neighboring residences on Cape Hatteras Lane. 
Updates will be provided by the Dare County Fire Marshal's office as additional 
information becomes available. 
The following statement was issued in late Friday afternoon by Capt. Matt Baer, 
Commander of Sector North Carolina.
“This morning, a fire took place at a commercial residential complex in Buxton, 
North Carolina where several active duty Coast Guard members live.
“With great sadness, I have confirmed that the family of one of our active duty 
members is currently unaccounted for. Please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers while we investigate this incident with local authorities.



“The Coast Guard is a small organization. This tragic incident impacts not only this 
family, crew and station, but various members, families and units throughout the 
Coast Guard.
“In addition to the individuals currently unaccounted for, three other Coast Guard 
members and their families were displaced by the fire. They are currently in a safe 
shelter location.
“Members trained in critical incident stress management are currently en route to 
support those impacted by this tragedy. We are also working with the Coast 
Guard Foundation and other organizations to further support our members and 
families during this difficult time.”
A specific list of needs for displaced families is now posted on the U.S. Coast 
Guard Station Hatteras Inlet Facebook page. 
 
COVID-19 case numbers increasing
In Dare County and the state, the number of positive COVID-19 tests are 
increasing. Since Tuesday morning Oct. 20, 30 new positive cases have emerged. 
Of these 30 cases, 24 are residents and 6 are non-residents
On Saturday, Oct. 24, the cumulative total of lab-confirmed cases stands at 670 
cases.
Among the county residents, 41 are active cases, with 38 in home isolation and 
three hospitalized.
Of the 670 cumulative cases, 381 are county residents and 289 are non-residents, 
of which two are isolating in Dare County and 75 have been transferred to 
isolation in home counties.
“We have seen a rise in new positive cases in Dare County over the past 10 days. 
The increase in cases is predominantly linked to direct contact among family 
members and close contacts. However, we are starting to also see an increase in 
cases of unknown origin, which indicates community spread,” states the Dare 
County Public Health Division update dated Oct. 23. 

North Carolina remains in Phase 3 to fight COVID-19
North Carolina remains paused in Phase 3 for three more weeks to November 13 
as health officials continue to monitor North Carolina’s viral trends.
Governor Roy Cooper made the announcement at a press conference Oct. 21.
On Oct. 24, North Carolina had a cumulative total of COVID-19 cases of 258,292, 
an increase of 2,548 cases from Friday, October 19. Hospitalizations are 1,182 



patients. Deaths now total 4,144. The daily positivity rate of positive tests to tests 
is almost 7 percent. The goal is 5 percent.
 
WWII aerial bomb exploded on Buxton beach
A detonation of unexploded ordnance was scheduled for 9 a.m. Friday morning 
on the beach near the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. Due to the nearby Buxton fire, 
that detonation was delayed.
The detonation was accomplished by the U.S. Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
unit from Norfolk at 12:30 p.m., Friday, Oct. 23.
The bomb was buried deep in the sand on the Cape Hatteras beach. The three-
person disposal team used a combination of explosives including C-4.
The disposal team reported a “dull thud” sending sand and black smoke shooting 
upward an estimated 60 feet into the air.
Dare County Emergency Management sent out the rescheduled explosion time 
through its Emergency Alerts Network.
The ordnance washed up on the beach near to the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse on 
Thursday, Oct. 22.
A safety perimeter measuring about a half mile was established around the 
object. All closed areas were reopened by 2:17 Friday afternoon.

Dare students go back to school Monday, October 26.
Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly sent out a list of reminders 
about school opening Oct. 26, 2020.
 Review the school bell schedules and Returning to School/Work Safely Guide 
both found at daretolearn.org/about/covid-19-information.
Cape Hatteras Elementary doors open at 7:20 with the tardy bell ringing at 7:50. 
Dismissal is 2:30.
Cape Hatteras Secondary doors open at 8:15 with the tardy bell at 8:30. Dismissal 
is 3:30.
 North Carolina Public Schools cannot operate school water fountains, so these 
will be shut down when your students arrive to school on Monday. Students 
should take a water bottle.
 Health screenings starts Monday at 6 in the morning. Three questions must be 
answered by 7:15 for a student to gain entry to the school. If you have not 
registered for the health screener process, the primary email address in 
PowerSchool is being used for the default delivery of the screening survey.



 Students put on masks before boarding a school bus and if arriving by vehicle, 
when getting to a Dare County Schools campus. Outside mask breaks will be 
provided at different points in the day and while students eat breakfast and 
lunch.
 Remind your students to wash hands and/or use hand sanitizer during the day. 
Teachers will remind students frequently.
 Social distancing is required. Students will be reminded to stay on the right and 
left sides of school hallways, 6 feet apart.

Dare commissioners push forward on essential housing
On Oct. 19, Dare County commissioners moved ahead on essential housing
The commissioners approved hiring an architect, specialized in affordable 
housing, to work on the county-owned site called Bowsertown Road, Roanoke 
Island.
A comprehensive presentation from the Development Finance Initiative program 
in the School of Government at UNC-Chapel Hill kicked off the decision.
The first site is the Bowsertown Road site, which has long been on the county’s 
list for essential or affordable housing.
No second site was identified. The program had identified four possible sites, all 
privately owned.
As Dare County pursues an essential housing program, the recommended vehicle 
is the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program, which is the program used to 
build the majority of low-income housing in the United States.
For the Bowsertown Road property, the 4% credit program is suggested to build 
64 privately-owned units with one- and two-bedroom units.
The initiative is targeting rents ranging from $680 for a one-bedroom and $810 
for two-bedrooms. The units would be two stories with parking underneath.
The unit sizes would be 850 square feet for a one-bedroom and 1,000 square feet 
for a two-bedroom. These sizes may decrease to achieve more units.
Dare commissioners also adopted a new travel-trailer park ordinance that 
includes the possibility of camping cabins.

Business stats tell about island
For this week, Tom Hranicka’s business news centers on the statistic that tell how 
the major business sectors are doing on Hatteras Island.
Results are mixed depending on the impact of COVID-19 related restrictions, 
writes Hranicka.



The good news is that the accommodations businesses are almost recovered from 
the two-month shut down of the county last spring. 
Occupancy tax receipts through August were down just about 2 percent when 
compared with the first 8 months of last year.
However, meal tax receipts through August were close to 28 percent below the 
January through August period in 2019. The poor showing reflects the limitations 
on inside dining and increased reliance on carry-out business to offset the 
decrease in revenues.
The shining star of the island’s economy has been the real estate industry, reports 
Hranicka.
Through September, residential sales were up 51 point 5 percent over 2019. The 
total value of sales has increase 60 point 5 percent.
Comparing this skyrocketing market with the boom years in 2005, so far it 
appears that the number of sales are the component of the underlying growth. 
Price appreciation was the focal point of the last market rally, says Hranicka.

Grant received for Buxton renourishment
The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality Division of Water 
Resources awarded over 1 and a half million dollars for maintenance and storm 
damage repair on the Buxton Beach.
The project is slated to take place in 2021 and 2022. 

Marine Highway Project
The U.S. Department of Transportation has announced that the North Carolina 
Ferry System has been designated as a Marine Highway Project by the federal 
Maritime Administration.
The designation, a first for the state, will allow the ferry system to apply to the 
Marine Highway Grant Program, which awards federal funding to modernize 
vessels and improve infrastructure at terminals. This year’s grant program 
awarded $9.7 million to marine highway projects across the country.
The federal program involves 35 other projects nationwide. Marine Highway 
Projects are chosen for their importance to local economies, travel times and 
public safety.

Early voting is underway.



On Hatteras Island, the early voting site is Cape Hatteras Secondary School 
Auditorium. Voting is open from 8 in the morning to 7:30 at night. If you are not 
registered to vote, you can register and vote at the same time during early voting.
At the end of voting on Friday, 12,090 ballots had been cast in Dare County. This 
equates to a turnout slightly above 40 percent.

Men’s Barbecue, Oct. 27 in Rodanthe
A Men’s Barbecue Night is set for Tuesday, October 27, at Fair Haven United 
Methodist Church, 24240 Tradewinds Dr., Rodanthe. 
“Hang out around the bonfire, eat some barbecue, fellowship with friends and 
hear a good message,” says the announcement. The event takes place from 6 to 8 
p.m. Bring a lawn chair and a hoodie.

Haunted Trail in Hatteras Village Oct. 29 and 30
On Thursday and Friday, Oct. 29 and Oct. 30, a “Trail of Terrors” is offered by the 
Hatteras Village Civic Association.
Check in at the Hatteras Village Civic Center from 7 to 9 p.m. to be transported to 
the Haunted Trail. “One person will check in and pay for the group, mask required 
at check in. There will be no direct interaction on the trail.” There is a maximum 
of 8 people per group and each group will be transported with that group only. 
The cost is $5 per person.

Halloween Night in Frisco starts at 5:30 p.m.
In Frisco, “Light the Night” is featured at the Trunk or Treat event at the Heritage 
of Faith Family Church on Halloween Night, Oct. 31, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
This is the Ninth annual Halloween event for the whole family sponsored by the 
church.
Fellowship, food and games will be offered along with a free raffle for an electric 
scooter for a boy and a girl.
Heritage of Faith Family Church is located at 52406 NC 12, Frisco.

Halloween Night in Rodanthe starts at 6 p.m.
Fair Haven United Methodist Church in Rodanthe is hosting its annual Trunk or 
Treat event starting at 6 p.m., Halloween Night, Saturday, Oct. 31.
Games, treats and prizes are featured.
For those in the villages of Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo who would like more 
information, call Sarah Fitch at 252-305-0656.



The address for Fair Haven United Methodist Church is 24240 Tradewinds Dr., 
Rodanthe.

Now, be safe out here, especially on Halloween. Stay well. The volunteers at 
Radio Hatteras thank you for listening. 

Weekly News Summary for November 1, 2020

Mourning for Buxton fire victims continues; funds collected 
On Friday night, several hundred Hatteras Island residents held an evening vigil 
for the four community members lost in a recent Buxton fire. 
Members of the U.S. Coast Guard, National Park Service, Dare County EMS, and 
the island’s volunteer fire departments participated in the event, reports Island 
Free Press.
The fire occurred October 23 at the Cottages at the Cape neighborhood.
The four island residents lost in the fire were Trina Ramsey, age 35, daughters 
Zoey Ramsey, 7, and Emma Ramsey, 4, and Sarah Quigley, age 34. 
For a full report of the event, visit Island Free Press.
Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men is serving as a collection point for donations 
to the families of the fire victims. The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Cape Hatteras 
Flotilla 16-4 is also assisting through its Hatteras Island Disaster Relief Fund. Eight 
vetted GoFundMe pages have been launched to help support the victims. Housing 
is also needed for the former residents of the Buxton neighborhood.
For additional information about donation opportunities, go to island free press 
dot org.

School opened this week
On Monday, October 26, students in grades three through five returned to Cape 
Hatteras Elementary School. Doors opened at 7:20 in the morning. The tardy bell 
sounded 30 minutes later.
Administrators and faculty members greeted students getting off buses and out 
of vehicles. 
All students and faculty members were wearing masks, an all-day requirement 
except for outdoor mask breaks.



At Cape Hatteras Secondary, about 200 students have elected to participate in the 
hybrid program. Half the students showed up on the first day.
At both Hatteras Island Schools, the thermal temperature check performed 
quickly without mishap.
The week ended on a discouraging note.
On Friday morning, Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly emailed 
families about a COVID-19 situation at Manteo Elementary School. The Dare 
County Health and Human Services Department and Farrelly worked together to 
identify a staff member who tested positive for COVID-19. The adult came in 
direct contact with six Manteo Elementary students on a school bus. The staff 
member and students are being quarantined following state and local protocols. 

COVID-19 update; case numbers continue upward
COVID-19 new case numbers continue to grow in Dare County.
As of Oct. 31, the total, cumulative COVID-19 positive case count in Dare County is 
703. Of that total, 40 cases are active among residents of Dare County. Of those 
active cases, 38 are in home isolation and two residents are hospitalized with 
complications from the coronavirus.
Of the total cases, 407 are county residents and 296 are non-residents, of which 
two are in isolation in Dare County.
In Dare County, the number of new COVID-19 cases has been trending in the 
wrong direction for the past few weeks. The cases come from direct contact and 
from community spread. On Saturday, another six positive cases were added to 
the total. All six are Dare County residents.
COVID-19 remains a very contagious virus.
Dare and state health professionals plead with all people to be responsible, 
protect yourself and others by following the 3Ws: wearing a cloth face covering, 
waiting six feet apart and washing hands frequently. 

Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative celebrates 75 years 
On Monday, October 26, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative customer service 
representatives, handed out 75th anniversary celebration bags containing a 
special blanket and mug while additional employees distributed 500 barbecue 
sandwiches. The drive-through event substituted for the cooperative’s annual 
meeting, which was not held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
On Friday, Oct. 30, a brief, about an hour-long, power outage occurred. A ground 
wire broke. A Cape Hatteras Electric crew located the problem, fixed it and the 



power returned. Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative is a member-owned, not-for-
profit power distribution provider which serves 7,726 members.

Dare County’s Board of Commissioners approves new rules for travel trailer 
parks
Revised rules for travel trailer parks and campgrounds are now in place for 
unincorporated areas of Dare County.
Dare’s Board of Commissioners adopted on Oct. 19 the rules as recommended by 
the county’s Planning Board.
The major ordinance addition defines and permits camping cabins or alternative 
camping units in travel trailer parks.
The ordinance will return in December as the commissioners are debating 
whether to permit campgrounds with all cabins or retain a 50-50 split between 
cabins and travel trailers.
Commissioners meet Monday, Nov. 2 at 9 o’clock
Dare County Board of Commissioners is asked to approve a final design for the 
new College of The Albemarle academic building, slated for Manteo.

Eviction protection extended; HOPE initiative underway
Last month, the Center for Disease Control and Protection put a temporary 
residential eviction moratorium into effect nationwide from September 4 through 
December 31, 2020. The agency’s order protects residential tenants from eviction 
for nonpayment of rent. However, confusion over who this order protects has 
caused inconsistent enforcement and unwarranted evictions in some parts of the 
North Carolina.
Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive Order No. 171 requires landlords to make 
residential tenants aware of their rights under the CDC Order. For eviction actions 
commencing after Executive Order No. 171, landlords must give residents the 
option to fill out a declaration form before starting any eviction action.
The Order also sets forth procedures to ensure protection for residential tenants 
once they provide the required declaration form to the court or to the landlord.
The Executive Order ensures that recipients of the N.C. Housing Opportunities 
and Prevention of Evictions (HOPE) program are still able to qualify and that these 
renter protections will apply to North Carolinians regardless of the CDC Order’s 
status in other courts. Over 22,800 eligible applications have been received for 
the HOPE program which pays rent due to landlords and overdue utility bills to 
the power provider.



Call 2-1-1 on weekdays for more information and for an application.

CARES Act money available for commercial fishermen.
The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries is accepting applications for the 
CARES Act Fisheries Relief Program. The financial assistance is available to eligible 
commercial fishermen, for-hire fishing operators, seafood dealers and processors, 
and marine aquaculture operations with revenue losses in the spring of 2020 
greater than 35 percent as compared to the prior 5-year average revenue.
The division has mailed application packets to eligible license, lease, and permit 
holders. Application packets are available online or at division offices for eligible 
stakeholders who are not licensed by the division.
North Carolina received $5.4 million from the CARES Act to provide financial relief 
through direct payments to fishery-related stakeholder groups affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Applicants will be required to complete the application, an 
affidavit, and provide supporting materials that document loss of revenue greater 
than 35 percent from March 1 to May 31, 2020 as compared to the average 
revenue from the same period of the previous five-years.
Applications and all documents must be received in the Morehead City 
headquarters office or postmarked by 5 o’clock, November 30, 2020. 
For questions regarding the financial assistance plan, call the division’s License 
and Statistics Office at 252-808-8105.

North Carolina Cares For Arts Grants available
Dare County Arts Council is now accepting applications for North Carolina CARES 
for Arts grants through November 9, 2020.
The North Carolina General Assembly designated $9.4 million federal CARES Act 
funds for arts councils and arts organizations to mitigate business disruptions 
caused by COVID-19.
Arts and cultural organizations in Dare County are eligible to apply for a North 
Carolina CARES for Arts grant to offset business disruption and/or expenses 
incurred due to COVID-19 between March 1, 2020, and Dec. 30, 2020.
Application forms and grant guidelines are available on the Dare County Arts 
Council website at dare arts dot org slash n c cares act.

Gold Star families and veterans granted fee-free access to federal lands



Gold Star families and U.S. Military Veterans will be granted free access to 
national parks, wildlife refuges and other federal and managed by the 
Department of Interior.
The free access starts Nov. 11, Veterans Day this year and every day onward.
Entrance fees for the National Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and standard amenity recreation fees for the Bureau of Land Management and 
the Bureau of Reclamation sites will be waived for veterans and Gold Star 
Families. They will have free access to about 2,000 public locations spread out 
across more than 400 million acres of public lands, which host activities to fit any 
lifestyle, from serene to highly active, including hiking, fishing, paddling, biking, 
hunting, stargazing and climbing.
For purposes of this program, a veteran is identified as an individual who has 
served in the United States Armed Forces, including the National Guard and 
Reserves, and is able to present one of the following forms of identification:

 Department of Defense Identification Card
 Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC)
 Veteran ID Card

Gold Star Families are next of kin of a member of the United States Armed Forces 
who lost his or her life in a “qualifying situation,” such as a war, an international 
terrorist attack, or a military operation outside of the United States while serving 
with the United States Armed Forces.
 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 3
Polls open at 6:30 in the morning and close at 7:30 at night.

Be safe out there. Stay well. The volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for 
listening. 

Weekly news summary for November 8, 2020.

Students in three northern Dare Schools in quarantine.
On Saturday, November 7, Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly 
notified school families that two laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 are 
reported at Manteo Middle School. The Dare County Department of Health and 



Human Services identified 51 stakeholders who have been identified as direct 
contacts. 
The Dare County Schools district safety team will deep clean and sanitize the 
building so that the school can re-open Monday morning, November 9.
On November 5, the same type of incident happened at First Flight High School 
when one lab-confirmed case was reported. At that school, 30 stakeholders were 
identified for quarantine. First Flight High is scheduled to reopen also on Monday 
morning.
And on November 4, Manteo High School was notified about three lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. At that school, 75 stakeholders were quarantined. Manteo High 
School reopened Friday, November 6.
Dare County Schools reopened to in-person classes Monday, October 26. High 
and middle schools are following a hybrid class schedule with two in-person and 
three remote classes per week.

New COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Dare County.
Dare County now posts a cumulative total of 780 reported lab-confirmed cases, 
amassed since March.
On Saturday, November 7, Dare County announced another 11 positive cases, 
with 8 residents and three non-residents.
Dare residents who have contracted the virus now number a cumulative 460 with 
393 recovered.
Some 63 residents have active coronavirus with 59 in home isolation and four 
hospitalizations. A non-resident is also hospitalized.
COVID-19 remains a very contagious virus, reports Dare County’s Health Division. 
Just this past week, 57 new cases of COVID 19 emerged. States the health 
division:
 The increase in cases is not due to an increase in testing. Last week had the 
lowest number of tests performed in Dare County as compared to the 3 previous 
weeks. 
 68 percent of the new cases are Dare County residents
 72 percent of the new cases acquired the virus by direct contact with a positive 
individual; 28 percent of new cases could not identify how they acquired the 
virus, which indicates community spread
 88 percent of the new cases are symptomatic
Be responsible, protect yourself and others by wearing a mask, standing 6 feet 
apart and washing hand frequently.



Dare County Election Results
Election results for Dare County
Dare County is solid Republican red in 2020.
On all contested races save one, Republicans carried the countywide vote.
Candidate totals represent Nov. 3 Election Day voting, absentee early voting and 
absentee mail-in ballots received as of Election Day. Voter turnout in the county 
was a huge 80 percent.

Dare County Contests
For the Dare County Board of Commissioners, current Chairman of the Board Bob 
Woodard, Republican with 60 percent of the vote, handily defeated Amanda 
Hooper Walters, a Democrat. 
Current Republican Commissioner Steve House defeated Kathy McCullough-Testa. 
House garnered almost 60 percent of the vote.
Two incumbent commissioners had uncontested races. Current Board Vice-
Chairman Wally Overman, a Republican, and Danny Couch, a Democrat, both won 
another four-year term.
For the Dare Board of Education, Republicans won all contested elections.
David Twiddy, a Republican, received the highest vote total in all contested Dare 
races with 14,070 votes or 62.22%. He defeated Democrat Charles Parker. Twiddy 
keeps the at-large seat.
Republican Carl Woody II defeated current Board of Education chair Bea Basnight. 
Woody polled almost 52 percent of the vote. Woody, when he is sworn in, will 
represent District 1
For the open seat in District 2, Republican Susan Bothwell defeated Jen 
Alexander. Bothwell was rewarded with 55.6 percent of the votes.
For the District 4 seat which is Hatteras Island, Republican Mary Ellon Balance was 
not challenged. 
The composition of the new board is six Republicans and one Democrat.
The only non-partisan election on the ballot was for supervisor on the Dare Soil 
and Water Conservation District. Three people were running in the election. The 
only Democrat Ricki Shepherd from Hatteras village won with almost 41 percent 
of the vote. She defeated Republicans Barry Sims and Jack Baughman won 3,211.
Major federal and state contest results in Dare voting
President Donald J. Trump won the county with 13,844. Joe Biden received 9,855 
votes or 41 percent in Dare County voting.



U.S. Senator Thom Tillis hauled in 57 percent of the vote to win Dare County
U.S. House of Representative for NC District 3: Republican Greg Murphy drew 
almost 60 percent of the votes cast defeating Daryl Farrow.
For North Carolina Governor, current Lt. Governor Dan Forest won Dare County. 
However, statewide, Democrat Roy Cooper won the office.
For the North Carolina Senate seat representing Dare County, Bob Steinburg 
carried Dare County with almost 54 percent defeating Dare County resident Tess 
Judge. Steinburg won the re-election.
For the North Carolina House representative, Republican Bobby Hanig was re-
elected to represent Dare, Currituck, Hyde and Pamlico counties. Dare County 
gave Hanig 13,367 votes to Democrat Tommy Fulcher’s 9,391 votes.
All but one Hatteras Island precinct voted Republican in all races. Chicamacomico 
precinct which includes Salvo, Waves and Rodanthe, voted for Roy Cooper with 
126 votes to 123 for Dan Forest, supported Tess Judge against Steinburg 132 to 
122 and voted for Bea Basnight 126 to 121 for Carl Woody.

Green sea turtle nest found 
On Halloween morning, October 31, Cape Hatteras National Seashore biological 
technicians discovered a freshly dug green sea turtle nest almost a mile west of 
South Beach Road on Hatteras Island, on the border of Buxton and Frisco.
The nest will reach its hatch window of 50-55 days between December 20 and 25. 
According to data on seaturtle.org, this recent nest is the latest laid sea turtle nest 
at the Seashore since at least 1997.
In 2020, a total of 228 sea turtle nests have been recorded so far along the 
National Seashore beaches.
Visitors who notice any sea turtle nesting activity are urged to call the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore to report the sighting at 252-216-6892.

Prescribed burn at Pea Island Refuge
A prescribed burn happened Wednesday along NC 12 in the Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge. The burn targeted 45 acres along South Pond.
Refuge staffers start prescribed burns in the spring and fall to control vegetation 
and create habitats for migrating birds.



A weekend of warning about coastal flooding
The Island Free Press reports minor soundside flooding occurred in multiple areas 
of Hatteras Island on Monday morning, November 2 including Frisco, the Hatteras 
Colony area of Avon, and Hatteras village.
NC Highway 12 remained passable throughout Hatteras Island.
The North Carolina ferry system said Hatteras-Ocracoke ferry operations were 
temporarily suspended due to high winds, and the Pamlico Sound runs between 
Ocracoke and Swan Quarter and Cedar Island were canceled Monday morning.

Dare County’s Planning Board meets Monday, November 9 at 6 o’clock
On the agenda are three projects on Hatteras Island.
For Avon Pier, Joe Thompson is submitting a sketch plan for review. He is 
proposing a 26-site RV park.
In Waves, a 10-unit cluster home development is slated. The soundside project 
will retain a historic home, built by the same carpenter that built the 1903 
Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station.
At Rodanthe Sunset Resort across from Pamlico Station, additional condominiums 
and two single-family, 10-bedroom houses are proposed.
The meeting is held virtually for the public. Go to dare n c dot com for connection 
information.

Dare’s Waterways Commission meets November 9 at 7 o’clock
Dare County Waterways Commission meets virtually on Monday, Nov. 9 at 7 
o’clock at night.
To attend the virtual meeting go to Dare nc dot com for a google meet address or 
audio dial in.
For additional information, contact Brent Johnson, Project Manager Administrator 
at 252-475-5628.

Dare County’s Board of Education meets Tuesday, November 10.
The meeting is held virtually for the public. Go to dare to learn dot org for the 
audio connection.
Agenda items include information about the roof replacement at Manteo High 
School and an operations agreement for the teacher housing at Run Hill. Bea 
Basnight, current chair, will deliver remarks. The board will meet at Manteo 
Elementary School at 4 o’clock in a special session and at 5 in a regular session.
 



Dare County Veterans Day Trash Collection Schedule
All Dare County offices will be closed on Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2020, in 
observance of Veterans Day.
The Dare County C&D Landfill, Manteo and Buxton Transfer Stations, the Manteo 
Recycle Yard will also be closed on Wednesday, Nov. 11.
There will be no changes to the residential trash collection schedule for 
unincorporated Dare. Commercial pick up of dumpsters will be Monday, 
November 9 and Friday, November 13.

Now, be safe out there. Stay well. From all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, 
thank you for listening. 

Weekly News Summary for November 15, 2020.

Dare students return to remote learning
Dare County Schools return to remote learning for all grades on Wednesday, November 
18.
On Friday evening, at the end of a two-hour emergency meeting, Dare’s school board 
voted 6 to 1 for remote or virtual learning for Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 
students. Exceptional children and those in extended content classes will remain in face-
to-face classrooms. Athletics, band and clubs will continue.
Monday and Tuesday, November 16 and 17, are now teacher work days. All students 
both remote and face-to-face will not go to school on those days, except to pick up 
electronic devices.
Remote learning will at least go through January 15, 2021.
The school board faced a breaking point.
On Friday, Nov. 13, 85 teachers were absent from classrooms due to COVID-19 
protocols. The COVID-19 absentees represent 24% of the system’s teaching staff. The 
number of absentees were higher in elementary schools. A total of 96 teachers were 
absent.
In a Nov. 12 email, Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly painted a picture 
of a school system in COVID-19 trouble.
On that date, two new laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 emerged in Dare County 
Schools. One case was in Manteo Elementary and the other one was at Cape Hatteras 
Elementary School. 



Contact tracing by the Dare County Department of Health and Human Services 
identified over 50 new direct contacts in these schools. Quarantining started 
immediately. Some 25% of the entire Cape Hatteras Elementary staff is included in that 
figure.
Deep cleaning was scheduled for Cape Hatteras Elementary Friday, Nov. 13 and the 
school was closed to all students and staff.
First Flight Middle School was also closed Friday, Nov. 13, not for cleaning, but because 
10 substitutes were needed. At Manteo Elementary School, 19 teachers were out, 
representing 46% of the teaching staff. Only 88 substitute teachers are available.
Chairman of the Board Bea Basnight said “We don’t have enough staff to staff the 
buildings.” 
Farrelly summarized the staffing situation:
 We do not have enough substitutes for every vacancy.
 Some teaching assistants are teaching.
 Some teachers filling in are out of field.
 Many teachers do not have planning time.
 Many staff are assuming extra responsibilities.
 Virtual teaching loads are extreme.
 Many specials classes have been cancelled.
At the board meeting, Farrelly outlined what will happen to the board and amplified 
items in an email on Saturday morning:
 K-5 students in remote and K-5 students in face-to-face will stay with current teachers.
 Grades 6-12 students return to original remote teachers.
 Pre-school students will be served remotely.
 Feeding program will resume the multiple site model, with 15 sites.
 Some categories of staff would be furloughed, such as after school enrichment 
employees and some bus drivers but not likely child nutrition staff.
 The health screening app remains in place for all staff and students in extended 
content classes and those in after-school activities.
 An updated Remote Learning Guidebook will be released Monday.
 Original classes in PowerSchool will appear Wednesday for parents.

Bea Basnight leaves school board
After a dozen years on the Dare County school board, Bea Basnight is leaving the board. 
She lost her re-election campaign by 877 votes to challenger Carl Woody.
Since July 2016, she has presided at Board of Education meetings as Chair.
On Tuesday, November 10, she offered praise for teachers and administrators.
Dare Commissioners Bob Woodard, Rob Ross and Wally Overman attended with 
Woodard and Ross offering comments.



Bea Basnight is credited with vastly improving the relationship between the board of 
education and board of commissioners.

North Carolina Lowered Indoor Gathering Limit to 10 to Slow Spread of COVID-19
North Carolina’s indoor mass gathering limit was lowered to 10 people in an effort to 
drive down North Carolina’s key COVID-19 metrics. The governor’s Executive Order 176 
went into effect Friday, Nov. 13 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon and will be in place until 5 
o’clock, Friday, Dec. 4.
The Executive Order seeks to limit indoor gatherings that could rapidly and dangerously 
spread the virus. 
The Order does not change the reduced capacity limits for businesses.
The message is for people to wear a mask anytime they gather with people outside of 
their immediate household. 
Also on November 10, Governor Cooper announced that full-service restaurants are 
now eligible for assistance through the Mortgage, Utility and Rent Relief Program 
administered by the NC Department of Commerce.
These businesses may apply for up to 4 months of rent or mortgage interest capped at 
$20,000 per location for up to 2 locations. Businesses can learn more and apply by 
visiting n c commerce dot com slash m u r r. 

Cases are rising quickly in Dare County
On Friday, Nov. 13, Sheila Davies, Director of the Dare County Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Public Health Director issued a “call to action.”
Said Davies, “We must address the growing number of new cases we are seeing in Dare 
County. Our cases are growing exponentially and I am concerned that the worst of the 
pandemic still lies ahead. 
“In less than two weeks, we have had 162 new positive cases in Dare County. 77% of 
these cases are local, 86% are symptomatic and 75% acquired the virus by direct 
contact.”
Davies debunks that grocery stores and gas stations are the links to the spread.
She says “The rise in cases is linked to friends, family members, co-workers, and 
neighbors gathering with one another in social settings, in backyards, and driveways and 
living rooms, in churches, youth groups, in work break rooms, and at sleepovers.
On Nov. 13, Davies said, “I am making a call to action. A plea for everyone to mask up if 
you will be with others. Masks, if worn properly, over the mouth and nose, and worn in 
conjunction with practicing physical distancing and good hand hygiene can reduce the 
spread of this virus.”
Saturday’s cumulative COVID-19 case total is 884 people in Dare County. 



The new daily case number is 19, bringing the number of county residents with a 
positive case count to 548. Of that number, 99 cases are active, with 95 in home 
isolation and 4 people hospitalized.
Health director Davies said: “I am pleading with the people of Dare County to take 
action, to get behind the mask and encourage your friends and family to do the same. 
We can do this! We can reduce the spread of the virus; we can get on the other side of 
this pandemic!”

Power out
On Thursday night, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative’s Mark McCracken secured a 
broken ground wire that caused an electric power outage on Hatteras and Ocracoke 
islands. The outage started around 8:15. The pole was between Avon and Buxton. 
McCracken was raised up to do the repair from a cooperative bucket truck. Power was 
restored at 9:25 p.m.

Under the category, We are all in this together.
An American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held Wednesday, November 18 from 11 in 
the morning to 4 in the afternoon at Our Lady of the Seas Catholic Church, 48478 NC 12, 
Buxton.

Annual Food drive is underway
The annual island-wide food drive to stock the shelves of the Hatteras Island Food 
Pantry in Buxton is currently underway and will run through December 31, 2020.
Residents and visitors are encouraged to participate in this drive, as contributions of 
both food and money are needed to help members of the island community get through 
the winter.
“When considering what to donate, think ‘complete meals.’ For example, pair up 
spaghetti sauce with pasta and peanut butter with jelly.
Non-perishable food items should be unopened and not past their “use by” dates.
The following are this year’s collection points where food donations can be dropped off:
Frisco Market/Rod and Gun in Frisco
Our Lady of the Seas Catholic Parish Social Hall in Buxton 
Outer Beaches Realty in Hatteras, Avon, and Waves
Surf or Sound Realty in Avon 
Midgett Realty in Hatteras, Avon, and Rodanthe 
Sun Realty in Avon and Salvo 
United Bank – formerly Crescom – in Buxton 
Monetary donations through the Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men can be mailed to 
P. O. Box 1591, Buxton, N C 27920 



Unique gift offering 
Outer Banks Forever, the local nonprofit partner of the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore, offers an Adopt a Pony program for the holidays.
Help these beautiful and unique ponies by symbolically adopting an individual Ocracoke 
pony or the herd. The adoption fee helps to pay for ongoing care and feeding.
Adopt a Pony with a gift of $45 or more and receive an adoption certificate and a 
picture of your pony or the herd. Go o b x forever dot org and push the button Support 
Your Parks.

Thanksgiving week events
The 9th Annual Surfing Turkey 5K is a virtual race this year with the theme Trotting 
Together.
For those with the Thanksgiving morning tradition of running, the usual Hatteras village 
race course will be marked. 
Participants can run anywhere and anytime from November 26 until 7 o’clock Sunday 
night, November 29.
Dress festive and enter the costume contest.
Entry fee is $25 plus a $3 signup fee. Registration deadline is one minute before 
midnight, Wednesday, November 25.
All proceeds from this race support the Hatteras Island Youth Education Fund, which 
provides funding for educational opportunities and enrichment for the students on 
Hatteras Island.
Go to hatteras youth dot com for more information.

Black Friday Market in Avon set for 9 to 1 on November 27.
The market with 30 vendors is set at the Beach Klub at the Avon Pier. 
And, from 10 to 3 on Friday, November 27, the Light House Art Show will hold forth at 
48933 NC 12 in Buxton. Look for the sign across the street from the Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School.

In Rodanthe, Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station offers Festivities starting Tuesday, 
November 24 with the last Beach Apparatus Drill at 2 p.m. Regular admission. Tickets 
purchased are good for the entire week.
On Wednesday, November 25, Keeper Larry Grubbs Pig Pickin is offered at the 
Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building starting at noon. Curb-side pickup for meals 
and Barbecue by the Pound. The cost is $12.
On Friday, from 1 to 3, Santa arrives on a fire truck. Each child receives a goody bag and 
t-shirt. Apple cider and cookies are served. Entry to the event is a donation to the local 
food bank.



And look forward to the 2020 Hatteras Village Christmas Unparade on Saturday, 
December 12 from 2 to 4 in the afternoon.
The parade route is between the Slash Creek bridges. Anyone can enter a float, a boat, 
set up a scene, but entry commitments must emailed by November 27.
Parade attendees will drive through, view the entries and vote for their favorites.
For more info and the entry form, go to Hatteras Village on Facebook or email Hatteras 
events at yahoo dot com.

That’s all for today. Please be safe out there. Stay well. Mask up. From all the 
volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thanks for listening. 

Weekly news summary for November 22, 2020.

COVID-19 cases continue upward
North Carolina has passed two unwanted milestones in the fight against COVID-19.
On Nov. 11, the state passed 3,000 new cases in one day. This past week, on Nov. 19, 
the state reported the highest one-day number of new COVID-19 cases: 4,296 new 
cases.
Trends are increasing in new cases, hospitalization and percent of positive tests.
State and local health officials and the national Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention say to reduce risk of viral transmission limit travel during the holidays and 
have little physical contact with people who do not live in your household.
On Saturday, Nov. 21, the state posted 3,415 individuals with new cases of coronavirus, 
which is slightly down from Friday.
Some 5,005 North Carolinian deaths are attributed to the coronavirus.
North Carolinians in hospitals with COVID-19 number 1,590. The hospitalizations are 
rising at a faster rate.
Statewide, hospitals have 1,876 ICUs filled with 510 ICUs staffed but empty. Reported as 
unstaffed or not reported are 1,105 ICU beds.
The percentage of positive tests is 8 point 5 percent.
COVID-19 is highly contagious, and more than half of North Carolinians are at high risk 
for serious illness. Studies are also finding that some people, including those who had 



mild illness, experience symptoms for weeks or months following infection, reports the 
North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services.
As of Saturday, Nov. 21, Dare County had an overall total of 962 COVID-19 positive 
cases, of which 130 are active resident cases. Six individuals are hospitalized and 124 
residents are in home isolation. Three non-resident cases are in isolation in Dare County 
and 102 have been transferred to isolation in home counties.

Buxton Harbor up for sale; Avon Harbor has commission attention
A purchase offer has been received for the remaining Dare County-owned property at 
Buxton Harbor.
On Nov. 16, Dare County Manager Robert L. Outten reported to the Dare County Board 
of Commissioners that Calvin Burrus, an adjoining land owner, had made an offer for the 
parcel, which includes land that connects to NC 12 and the bottom of the harbor 
according to the GIS system on Dare County’s website. Burrus has already purchased 
from Dare County a sliver of land at the mouth of the harbor. Outten reported that 
County Assessor Hosea Wilson said the parcel was worth more than the offered 
$15,000.
By consensus, the commissioners agreed to pursue the matter.
While Buxton Harbor is not on the Dare County Waterways Commission agenda, Avon 
Harbor is.
Sand is eroding into the north side of the harbor and clogging the waterway. The 
Waterways Commission and staffer Brent Johnson have been working with local 
property owners to figure out dredging. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
conducted a topographical survey of the harbor.
Another possibility for dredging the harbor is to submit an application for a Coastal Area 
Management Act permit. Once the permit is in hand, stakeholders and the Waterways 
Commission could look for grant money to dredge the harbor with a local contractor.
Putting in two additional channel markers inside the Hatteras Inlet bar is a request from 
the Waterways Commission to the U.S. Coast Guard. No buoys mark the distance from 
inside the bar to the South Ferry Channel.
Commission member Michael Flynn said the North Carolina Coastal Federation will soon 
publish a Request for Qualifications to remove abandoned vessels from waterways. 
About 20 vessels are on the federation’s list. The Request should be on the Federation’s 
website, nccoast.org, around the first week in December.

Business sectors show mixed results
On Hatteras Island, results from major business sectors are mixed, reports Radio 
Hatteras business correspondent Tom Hranicka.



Lodging businesses have finally recovered from the two-month shut down last spring. 
Occupancy tax receipts were up 1 point 7 percent when compared to the first nine 
months of last year.
On the other hand, meal tax receipts through September were improving but still 22 
percent below the January through September period in 2019. The tax decline is due to 
COVID-19 limitations on inside dining and increased reliance on carry-out business to 
offset the associated decrease in revenue.
The shining star of the island’s economy this year continues to be the real estate 
industry.
Through October, residential sales were up 58 percent over 2019. Total dollar value of 
sales has increased 65 percent.
In the last boom years leading up to 2005, the focal point was price appreciation. In this 
surge, it is the number of sales are underlying growth this season.

Yes, a lot of folks are visiting Hatteras Island.
Cape Hatteras National Seashore hosted 259,618 visits in October, up more than 37 
percent from October 2019. This season was the second-busiest October on record, 
trailing only the visits recorded in October 2003.
The increase in October follows the September 2020 increase of 42 percent.
Total Seashore Visitation for 2020 Calendar Year to Date is over 2 and half million 
visitors 

Hatteras resident is winner of $200,000 lottery scratch off
An international student purchased two five dollar scratch-off tickets and one of them 
was the final $200,000 Mega Bucks top prize.
For all the details, go to Island Free Press

Dare students returned to remote learning
Dare County Schools returned to remote learning for all grades Wednesday, November 
18.
Curbside free meals program for all Dare County children 18 and younger re-started the 
same day.
Meals are available from 11 in the morning to 1 in the afternoon at Cape Hatteras 
Elementary in Buxton, Hatteras Village Civic Center, Heritage of Faith Family Church in 
Frisco, Burger Burger in Avon and at the Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building.
On Friday, Cape Hatteras Secondary’s volleyball team defeated Mattamuskeet three 
sets to none.
The Match was streamed live. On Monday, the team plays Bear Grass. Go to Cape 
Hatteras Secondary’s Facebook page for the streaming link.



Annual Food drive is underway
The annual island-wide food drive to stock the shelves of the Hatteras Island Food 
Pantry in Buxton is currently underway and will run through December 31, 2020.
Residents and visitors are encouraged to participate in this drive, as contributions of 
both food and money are needed to help members of the island community get through 
the winter.
“When considering what to donate, think ‘complete meals.’ For example, pair up 
spaghetti sauce with pasta and peanut butter with jelly.
Non-perishable food items should be unopened and not past their “use by” dates.
The food pantry is located at the Buxton United Methodist Church.
Monetary donations through the Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men can be mailed to 
P. O. Box 1591, Buxton, N C 27920

Thanksgiving week events
The 9th Annual Surfing Turkey 5K is a virtual race this year.
For those with the Thanksgiving morning tradition of running, the usual Hatteras village 
race course will be marked. 
Participants can run anywhere and anytime from November 26 until 7 o’clock Sunday 
night, November 29.
Dress festive and enter the costume contest.
Entry fee is $25 plus a $3 signup fee. Registration deadline is one minute before 
midnight, Wednesday, November 25.
All proceeds from this race support the Hatteras Island Youth Education Fund, which 
provides funding for educational opportunities and enrichment for the students on 
Hatteras Island.
Go to hatteras youth dot com for more information.

Black Friday Market in Avon set for 9 to 1 on November 27.
The market with 30 vendors is set at the Beach Klub at the Avon Pier. 
And, from 10 to 3 on Friday, November 27, the Light House Art Show will hold forth at 
48933 NC 12 in Buxton. Look for the sign across the street from the Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School.

In Rodanthe, Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station offers Festivities starting Tuesday, 
November 24 with the last Beach Apparatus Drill at 2 p.m. Regular admission. Tickets 
purchased are good for the entire week.
On Wednesday, November 25, Keeper Larry Grubbs Pig Pickin is offered at the 
Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building starting at noon. Curb-side pickup for meals 
and Barbecue by the Pound. The cost is $12.



On Friday, from 1 to 3, Santa arrives on a fire truck. Each child receives a goody bag and 
t-shirt. Apple cider and cookies are served. Entry to the event is a donation to the local 
food bank.

And look forward to the 2020 Hatteras Village Christmas Unparade on Saturday, 
December 12 from 2 to 4 in the afternoon.
The parade route is between the Slash Creek bridges. Anyone can enter a float, a boat, 
set up a scene, but entry commitments must emailed by November 27.
Parade attendees will drive through, view the entries and vote for their favorites.
For more info and the entry form, go to Hatteras Village on Facebook or email Hatteras 
events at yahoo dot com or read details on Island Free Press.

Thanksgiving Week Trash Collection Schedule
Dare County Public Works, which provides trash collection for Hatteras Island has 
announced a revised collection schedule for Thanksgiving Week.
The Buxton Transfer Station, will be closed Thursday, Friday and Saturday of 
Thanksgiving Week.
There will be one residential pick up per area the week of Thanksgiving. For Hatteras 
Island villages, the schedule is 
Monday, November 23: Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras
Tuesday, November 24: Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon
No residential collection will occur on Wednesday, Thanksgiving Day or Friday.
Commercial dumpsters will be picked up on Monday, November 23 and Wednesday, 
November 25.
Dare County offices are also closed Wednesday through Friday. The offices reopen 
Monday, November 30. 

That’s all for today. Please be safe out there. Stay well. Mask up. From all the 
volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thanks for listening. 

Weekly news summary for November 29, 2020.

COVID-19 cases rising
On Saturday, November 28, North Carolina added 3,444 new COVID-19 cases.
On Saturday, 1,840 North Carolinians were hospitalized with coronavirus.



As of Saturday, November 28, 5,219 people have died in North Carolina as a result 
of COVID-19.
Hospital beds, statewide, remain available. The state’s COVID-19 Dashboard 
shows the category of Personal Protective Equipment with reserves.
In Dare County, just like the state as a whole, coronavirus cases continue to 
increase.
On Tuesday, Nov. 24, Dare County added 21 new cases. On Wednesday, the new 
case count reached by 16. On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, new cases in the 
county totaled 26. On Friday, another seven cases were added. On Saturday, 
three cases, all residents were reported.
In four days, 67 new positive COVID-19 cases were added. On Nov. 25, the 
cumulative total of lab-confirmed cases in Dare County passed the 1,000 mark by 
eight. On Thanksgiving, the total number of cases reached 1,028. On Friday, the 
cumulative total case numbers reached 1,035 cases and on Saturday, the case 
number reach 1,038.
On Saturday, 75 Dare Countians had active positive cases, with 67 in home 
isolation and eight in hospitals. Five non-residents are in isolation within Dare 
County.
In the state’s new County Alert System, Dare County is painted orange, showing 
substantial community spread. Orange is the middle rating of three.
COVID-19 remains a very contagious virus. Of the 1038 total cases in Dare County 
since March, 335 or a third of the cases have occurred in the month of November. 
The Dare County Health and Human Services Department reports that in addition 
to the increase in overall number of cases, a concerning increase is in the number 
of individuals who are experiencing a resurgence of symptoms after initially only 
experiencing mild symptoms. Just this past week, 11 individuals had to seek 
medical attention at the emergency department because of symptoms related to 
COVID-19. 

Most election results certified in North Carolina.
The bipartisan State Board of Elections voted to certify nearly all contests in the 
2020 general election, including the presidential contest.
The State Board canvasses the votes cast in statewide, multicounty, and judicial 
contests and authenticates the count in every ballot item in the counties by 
determining that the votes have been counted and tabulated correctly.



This certification came after the 100 county boards of elections certified results at 
the county level and after a series of post-election audits by election officials 
verified the counts.
More than 5.5 million registered voters cast ballots in the election, representing 
over 75 percent of registered voters.
Five contests were not authenticated due to pending election protests. The list 
included the election of the Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court, a 
Wake County district court judge and North Carolina House seat, a seat on the 
Hoke County Board of Education and the Wayne County Register of Deeds.
Election workers pulled off a successful election with the highest voter turnout in 
North Carolina history and a staggering increase in absentee-by-mail voting. They 
did so while protecting themselves and voters from a deadly virus.
Certificates of election will be issued to prevailing candidates on or about 
November 30, unless an election protest is pending.
Historic 2020 General Election by the Numbers
7.36 million: Registered NC voters (most in NC history)
5.55 million: Ballots cast (most in NC history)
75.35: Percent turnout of registered voters (most in modern NC history)
1 million: Absentee by-mail ballots cast (most in NC history)
471: Early voting sites (most in NC history)
77,887: Early voting hours (most in NC history)
348,000: In-person early votes cast on October 15 (most ever in a single day)
3.63 million: In-person early votes cast (most in NC history)
900,000: Approximate ballots cast on Election Day
2,660: Precincts open on Election Day
57,017: Poll workers recruited through Democracy Heroes program
14 million: Items of personal protective equipment delivered to county boards of 
elections
6 million: Single-use pens delivered to county boards
0: Clusters of COVID-19 tied to voting sites in North Carolina

Community Foundation gives to two island non-profits.
The Outer Banks Community Foundation board of directors recently approved 
more than $46,000 for COVID-related projects in its seventh round of Rapid 
Response Grants funding.



The funding supports the work of five area nonprofits who serve thousands of 
vulnerable community members. To date, the Community Foundation has 
awarded nearly $300,000 in Rapid Response grants related to COVID.
On Hatteras Island, Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men received a grant award 
to ease financial hardship for families on Hatteras Island going into the winter 
months. Their application noted that many restaurant workers have experienced 
reduced hours due to the shortened season and the temporary closures that have 
followed positive tests in the workplace. Women with young children are having 
to choose between caring for their children or employment, due to the critical 
lack of childcare on the island. If you need help on Hatteras Island, first contact 
Dare County Social Services at 252-475-9320, and request an interview with the 
case manager at the DSS Frisco office.
Feline Hope received a grant for “Operation Feed Our Pets,” a collaboration of 
Feline Hope, Coastal Humane Society, and Friends of Felines/Hatteras Island 
created in early 2020 in response to the COVID crisis. They report that litter and 
pet food are available at all Dare County food pantries, and funding will enable 
them to respond to an anticipated 30 to 50% increase in demand in the coming 
months. 

Virtual meeting on Rodanthe Bridge set for Dec. 3
State transportation officials are inviting local residents and others to a virtual 
information meeting Thursday, Dec. 3 on the ongoing Rodanthe bridge project.
The North Carolina Department of Transportation is raising the highway onto a 
2.4-mile bridge that extends over Pamlico Sound between the southern end of 
the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge and Rodanthe.
The bridge is due for completion in late 2021. 
The virtual meeting will be held beginning at 6 p.m., Thursday, December 3. 
During the meeting, NCDOT officials and project engineers will provide an update 
on the project’s progress and answer questions.
For the link to join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone, or for 
an audio connection, go to Island Free Press. Additionally, the Island Free Press 
has the phone number to call to make comments during the meeting.

Chicamacomico Station cancels this week’s festivities
In light of North Carolina’s most recent Executive Order 180 dealing with COVID-
19, the Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station Season’s End Festivities were cancelled 
for this year.



As in past years, the station had scheduled the last beach apparatus drill of the 
year for Tuesday, a barbeque by Keeper Larry Grubbs on Wednesday, and Santa’s 
appearance on Friday afternoon.
Old Christmas in Rodanthe is canceled
The organizers of Old Christmas in Rodanthe have canceled the 2021 event. 
Families and Friends of those who live in Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo, gather each 
year on the Saturday closest to Epiphany, a long-ago traditional time for 
celebrating Christmas in the villages.
Usually, t he day’s events include an oyster shoot, a chicken and pastry dinner, an 
oyster roast, a dance and in recent years, a program by children.

Atlantic Ocean flounder fishery opens Dec. 1
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation FF-45-2020 opens the Atlantic 
Ocean commercial flounder season and establishes a 20,000-pound offload limit 
for the harvest period. Vessels can possess landing limits for other states, but it is 
unlawful to offload those fish in North Carolina.
The fishery opens at 12:01 a.m., Tuesday, December 1, 2020 and closes at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, December 31, or sooner by proclamation if the state’s annual quota is 
reached.

Christmas trees available in Rodanthe
On December 1, Fair Haven United Methodist Church will offer Christmas trees.
The trees will be available for a donation around 10 o’clock in the morning. The 
church is asking for donations for the trees. Find the donation box if no one is 
there. 

Cape Hatteras Secondary Sports Schedule
The co-ed Cross Country team hosts a meet on Monday, November 30 at 3:30 in 
the afternoon.
On Tuesday, the school’s volleyball team hosts Perquimans with junior varsity 
match starting at 4:30 in the afternoon. And on Friday, at 4:30 the Lady 
Hurricanes taken on First Flight High in the Buxton Gym.

2020 Hurricane season ends November 30
On Monday, November 30, the extremely active 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season 
draws to a close. The season broke records.



The season saw 30 named-storms with 12 making landfall in the continental 
United States.
This is the most storms on record, surpassing the 28 from 2005. The year now has 
the second-highest number of hurricanes on record.
The 2020 season got off to an early and rapid pace with a record nine named 
storms from May through July, and then quickly exhausted the 21-name Atlantic 
list when Tropical Storm Wilfred formed on September 18. For only the second 
time in history, the Greek alphabet was used for the remainder of the season, 
extending through the 9th name in the list, Iota.
2020 is the fifth consecutive year with an above-normal Atlantic hurricane season, 
with 18 above-normal seasons out of the past 26.
An average season has 12 named storms, six hurricanes, and three major 
hurricanes. This year 13 named stories became hurricanes with top winds of 74 
miles per hour or greater. Six major hurricanes are in that total. Major hurricanes 
have top winds of 111 miles per hour or greater.
While the official hurricane season ends November 30, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Agency warns tropical storms may continue to develop past that 
day.

A current weather update received
Severe weather is coming after Sunset Sunday through Monday afternoon, warns 
the National Weather Service.
Impacts are damaging wind with thunderstorm wind gusts in excess of 60 miles 
per hour. An isolated tornado is possible.
Strong southerly winds could result in coastal flooding, particularly soundside of 
the Outer Banks north of Buxton.
Rainfall of one to two inches is expected.
A gale watch is in effect from 4 in the morning Monday through 7 o’clock at night 
for offshore waters and the Pamlico Sound and until 10 o’clock for offshore 
waters from Ocracoke to Oregon Inlet. 

That’s the news for this week. Stay safe. Be well. From all the volunteers at 
Radio Hatteras, thanks for listening. 



Weekly news summary for Sunday, December 6, 2020.

COVID-19 numbers are rising rapidly  
This week, new COVID-19 cases in Dare County spiked higher. The highest daily 
totals for new cases, hospitalizations and deaths in North Carolina and the United 
States show the coronavirus is spreading rapidly.
On Dec. 2, the Dare County Health and Human Services COVID-19 Dashboard 
showed 37 new cases of COVID-19. On Dec. 3, the new case total was 20. On Dec. 
4, the new case total was nine. On Dec. 5, the new case total in Dare County was 
20. In four days, the new case total in the county rose by 76 people.
On Dec. 3 and 4 and 5, Mandy Cohen, Secretary of the North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services, reported highest daily totals of new cases since 
the pandemic started in March. Saturday’s total was 6,018 new cases of the 
coronavirus. The highest number of hospitalizations for COVID-19 reached 2,171 
patients in North Carolina. The daily total on deaths due to the coronavirus was 
5,516 North Carolinians. The percentage of positive tests to overall tests is 10.7%.
On Dec. 5, Dare County reported 10 residents in hospitals and 84 residents in 
home isolation and 5 deaths. Of the 20 new Dare cases reported on Saturday, 13 
were residents and seven non-residents.
Governor Roy Cooper issued the following statement on Saturday: “After a steady 
increase in numbers, we’ve broken another case record today with 6,018 new 
cases. We’re examining what action may be needed to protect North Carolinians, 
but we need everyone to wear masks and follow safety measures. Our actions 
right now are life or death.”

New rules for quarantine
The Friday, Dec. 4 briefing from Dare County Department of Health and Human 
Services addressed quarantine changes. 
On Dec. 2, 2020, CDC released guidance outlining options for reduced duration of 
quarantine for contacts of persons with COVID-19 using symptom monitoring and 
diagnostic testing.
While the recommended quarantine period continues to be 14 days, current data 
demonstrate that about 98% of exposed persons will develop illness within 10 
days. Thus, the quarantine period could be shortened with a small increased risk 
of transmission.



Effective, Dec. 4, 2020, Dare County will follow the new quarantine guidance from 
the CDC and NC DHHS.
In the general community, quarantine can be ended if any of the following criteria 
are met: 
 14 days of quarantine have been completed
 10 days of quarantine have been completed AND no symptoms have been 
reported during daily monitoring
 7 days of quarantine have been completed AND no symptoms have been 
reported during daily monitoring AND a diagnostic specimen tests negative within 
48 hours of the planned quarantine discontinuation (no earlier than day 5 after 
last contact).
If quarantine is discontinued before day 14, the individual must continue to 
monitor symptoms and strictly adhere to all non-pharmaceutical interventions 
(e.g. wear a mask, practice social distancing) through 14 days after the date of last 
exposure. 
North Carolina Health and Human Services recommends that a full 14-day 
quarantine should be strongly considered in congregate living facilities that are at 
higher risk for secondary clusters or where residents may be at higher risk for 
severe illness. This includes nursing homes, residential care facilities, and 
correctional facilities. 

COVID-19 Vaccine
Dare County Department of Health and Human Services has been working closely 
with the state to develop a county COVID vaccination plan. The county plan is 
directed by the state and federal government, reports the Dare County Health 
and Human Services in its Friday, December 4 briefing. 
The briefing states no COVID-19 virus is in these vaccines. The vaccine imitates 
the infection, so that our bodies think a germ like the virus is attacking. This 
creates the antibody defenses we need to fight off COVID if and when the real 
germ attacks, reports the Dare County briefing.
Once a vaccine is authorized for use, supplies will be very limited at first. 
Independent federal and state groups of experts determined that the best way to 
fight COVID is to start first with vaccinations for those most at risk. 
Therefore, the initial supply of vaccines will go to a limited number of hospitals to 
vaccinate health care workers at high risk of exposure to COVID-19 – those who 
are caring for or cleaning areas used by patients with COVID-19. Because of the 
limited initial vaccine supply, not all hospitals will receive the vaccine initially. As 



more of the vaccine becomes available, it will be distributed to more of the state’s 
hospitals and to local health departments to focus on vaccinating high risk health 
care workers. We have been informed that it will likely be sometime in January 
before our local health department will receive our first shipment of the vaccine.
We hope by early 2021 that our local health department will start vaccinating 
other adults who are at high risk for complications, meaning they have two or 
more chronic conditions identified by the CDC and who are at higher risk for 
exposure.
At this time, the Dare County Department of Health and Human Services is not 
taking names or making any appointments for the COVID-19 vaccine.
While clinical trials are showing safety and effectiveness for adults, children will 
not initially receive vaccines as clinical trials with children are needed to ensure 
safety and effectiveness. 

Rodanthe bridge finish delayed
Completion of the Rodanthe Bridge is expected in a year, at the end of 2021. 
The bridge is 54 percent complete.
As previously reported, construction at the northern end has been delayed due to 
difficulty installing pilings.
Completion of the roundabout at the southern end of the bridge may happen this 
winter. Paving and curbing installation remains to be done.
N C D O T held a virtual update meeting on December 3. The next one is set for 
March 4, 2021.

Hatteras village unparade called off
The Hatteras Village Unparade will not happen.
Sponsor officials with Hatteras Village Civic Association made the decision 
Thursday night, Dec. 3.
Safety of those in the static parade and those driving by to view the entries was 
the paramount reason for canceling the parade, reported Karla Jarvis, civic 
association president.
The civic association encourages folks to visit the village’s Sea Breeze Trail, off 
Eagle Pass Road. The nature trail is resplendently decorated with lights. 
The Hatteras village Christmas parade is held annually on the second Saturday in 
December.



Winterlike weather hits the island twice
On Monday and on Saturday this week, winterlike weather struck Hatteras Island. 
On Monday and Friday, the National Weather Service issued three advisories: a 
wind advisory, a high surf advisory and a coastal flood advisory.
On Monday, winds came from the south. On Friday winds came from the 
southwest and west. In both events, the winds pushed Pamlico Sound water 
around.
On Monday, Nov. 30, two inches of rain fell in Avon. In Rodanthe and Frisco, an 
inch and three-quarters fell. NC 12 on Hatteras Island had ponding in the usual 
places. NC 12 on Hatteras remained passable.
On Ocracoke on Monday, the storm blew out a section of Oceanside dune, closing 
NC 12 from the ferry dock to just past the pony pens. N C D O T had the road open 
by 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

So get ready for winter.
It’s Winter Preparedness Week starting today and going through next Saturday.
Go to weather dot gov slash m h x and click on the top news headline for more 
information.

On Monday, lower flags to half-staff
Monday, December 7 is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. Monday marks 
79 years since the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, where more than 2,000 service 
members and civilians died on Dec. 7, 1941.
Governor Roy Cooper ordered all U.S. and North Carolina flags at state facilities to 
be lowered from sunrise to sunset on Monday. 
Individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government 
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time 
indicated.

Dare Commissioners meet Monday, December 7
Dare County Board of Commissioners meets Monday, Dec. 7 starting at 9 a.m.
The meeting will be streamed on the Dare County YouTube channel, youtube dot 
com slash DareCounty. 
On this Monday, sitting commissioners Robert L. Woodard, Wally Overman, Steve 
House and Danny Couch will take the oath of office and begin serving repeat four-
year terms.



Following the empaneling, the commissioners will elect a chairman and a vice 
chairman.
Then the board gets down to business.
Several money matters come before the board.
A public hearing on Series 2021 Limited Obligation Bonds will be held. The bonds 
will finance new construction of the College of The Albemarle academic building 
and animal shelter, renovations and new construction at the Health and Human 
Services complex, roof replacement at Manteo High School, property purchases in 
Manteo and Buxton and purchasing mobile data computers and EMS cardiac 
monitors.
The Dare County Tourism Board requests consent to award Tourism Impact Grant 
Awards totaling $814,640. Included in the package is a grant award to the 
Hatteras Community Center District for $342,640, representing about one-third of 
the cost of the 3.1 mile, multi-use pathway in the village.
A request to sell the remaining county-owned land at Buxton Harbor is on the 
agenda. The offer from Calvin Burrus is $20,000 for around 6,800 square feet. The 
commissioners are asked to approve the sale and a resolution that sets in motion 
an upset bid procedure.
On the planning agenda, Planning Director Donna Creef alerts the board to a new 
state law affecting county planning, zoning, and building codes. The local codes 
must be updated by July 1, 2021 to conform with the new state law.
The board is asked to approve a site plan and draft conditional use permit for a 
cluster housing development called Waves Retreat. Ten units are proposed. A 
historic structure will remain on the property. The development is on the 
soundside in Waves with current addresses of 25478 NC 12.

Fight the Flu on Hatteras Island Tuesday, December 8
The Outer Banks Hospital is offering free flu vaccines to community members 
ages 18 to 64 at in Hatteras Village, Avon and Rodanthe Tuesday, December 8.
The Fight the Flu event will be held inside at:
-- Hatteras Village Civic Center from 10 to 11 in the morning
-- Avon Fire Department from 11:30 to 12:30 
-- Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building from 2 to 3 in the afternoon
To make an appointment, call 252-449-4529.
The Outer Banks Hospital staff will be adhering to all CDC and local health 
department COVID-19 guidelines. To receive the flu vaccine, participants must be 
between the ages of 18 and 64. 



Buxton Woods Reserve meeting set for December 9
The North Carolina Coastal Reserve and National Estuarine Research Reserve will 
hold local advisory committee meetings by web conference. The public may join 
the meetings online or by phone.
The Buxton Woods Reserve meeting is scheduled for December 9 at 2 p.m.
For instructions for online or by phone for the meeting, call Hope Sutton at 910-
962-2998.
Local advisory committees consist of citizens and representatives from 
community organizations, government agencies, and non-governmental partner 
organizations who provide the Division of Coastal Management’s Coastal Reserve 
and National Estuarine Research Reserve staff with guidance and feedback 
regarding program activities and management of the reserve sites.

Cape Hatteras varsity volleyball team posts two wins
On Friday night, Cape Hatteras volleyball players came from behind to defeat First 
Flight High School.
The Lady Hurricanes lost the first two sets, 25 to 23.
In the third set, First Flight tied the score at 12. Lady Hurricane Molly Hanburger 
served six straight points to propel the score to 19-12. Ruby Shoemaker added 
two and Yoselyn Gabriel another point. The third set ended 25 to 16.
In the fourth set, First Flight tied the score at 16, at 17, at 19 and 20. The final 
score was 25-21.
In the tie-breaking fifth set, Cape Hatteras tied at 4 and 6. First Flight tied at 7, 11 
and 12. Cape Hatteras tied at 13. First Flight got a tie at 14. Cape Hatteras scored 
the winning point and the set ending 16-14.
Earlier in the week the team defeated Mattamuskeet in three straight sets.

Be safe out there. Be well. From all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thanks for 
listening. 



Weekly News Summary for December 13, 2020.

COVID-19 Update; new cases rising rapidly
New, lab-confirmed coronavirus cases in North Carolina ballooned on Friday and 
Saturday. Friday’s new cases totaled 7,540, an increase of 1,954 cases in one day. 
On Saturday, 6,153 cases were reported.
On Saturday, sadly 44 more North Carolinians died from complications from the 
virus. Now, 5,796 people have died in this state since March 3, 2020, the date the 
first case was reported in North Carolina.
Some 2,577 people are currently hospitalized with COVID-19. As of December 12, 
ICUs in use statewide number 2,023 with empty and staffed ICUs numbering 434.
On Friday, a statewide modified Stay at Home Executive Order went into effect. 
The order requires people to stay at home between 10 at night and 5 in the 
morning.
The Order requires restaurants, bars, entertainment venues, personal care 
businesses and more to close at 10 at night. Travel to and from work; to obtain 
food, medical care, fuel or social services; or to take care of a family member is 
exempted.
Alcohol sales end at 9 at night and can resume at 7 in the morning.
Coronavirus cases have soared in Dare County. On Wednesday, Dec. 9, new cases 
were 19; on Dec. 10, 24 new cases were recorded. On Dec. 11, Dare County 
reported another seven cases. On Dec. 12, 24 cases were reported.
In four days, new cases totaled 74. Some 98 cases were active, positive cases with 
94 people in home isolation and four hospitalized. Dare County’s cumulative total 
of coronavirus cases is 1,260 at Dec. 12.
Deaths remain the same at five.
On the state’s County Alert System, Dare County is now yellow, showing 
significant community spread. Yellow is the lowest of the three ratings.

On the bright side, vaccine roll-out is about to happen
Final approval for an emergency use authorization for the Pfizer and BioNTech 
vaccine was expected Saturday.
North Carolina is anticipating 85,800 doses to be shipped initially to 11 hospitals 
with ultra-cold storage. A second shipment using dry ice will go to an additional 
42 hospitals in the state.
Dare County vaccination plan, which follows the state’s, is as follows:



 Prioritization Group 1a - Healthcare workers fighting COVID-19 and Long Term 
Care staff and residents
 Prioritization Group 1b - Adults with 2 or more chronic conditions that puts 
them at highest risk of severe illness and adults at high risk of exposure including 
essential frontline workers.
 Prioritization Group 2 - Essential frontline workers, adults 65 and over and 
adults under 65 with one chronic condition that puts them at risk for severe 
illness
 Prioritization Group 3 - Students and critical industry workers
 Prioritization Group 4 - Everyone who wants a safe and effective vaccination.

In another good news story, Hatteras village pathway receives tourism grant
On Monday, Dec. 7, Dare County Board of Commissioners agreed with a $342,640 
Tourism Impact Grant for the Hatteras Village Multi-Modal Pathway project.
Island Free Press reports that actual pathway construction may start as early as 
February 2021. 
The Hatteras Village Community Center District is leading this project.
The grant represents about a third of the total pathway project cost, estimated at 
around $1 million
Ricki Shepherd leads the Community Center District board. She reports that 
another third of the cost is already in the bank. Assistance has also come from the 
Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative which funded a $10,725 environmental 
assessment. 
The project calls for a 3.75-mile five-foot wide paved pathway that will stretch 
from the Hatteras ferry docks to the northern town border, and includes a loop 
along Eagle Pass Road.
Years in the making, the initial planning for the multi-use pathway in Hatteras 
village started in 2006 with a conceptual pathways plan published by the Outer 
Banks Scenic Byway committee for Dare.
Hatteras village is fortunate to have the Community Center district, which is a 
special tax district established by the General Assembly in 1981. The district is 
subject to a special ad valorem tax on all taxable real property for the purpose of 
maintaining and operating the Hatteras Community Center, and other district-
owned properties, reports Island Free Press.
In 2017, the North Carolina General Assembly allowed for an election in the 
Hatteras Village to decide whether part of the property tax revenue generated in 
the district could be used for the construction and maintenance of the multi-use 



pathway. In the May 2018 primary election, the “Pathway Referendum” for 
Hatteras village residents passed with 94% of the vote.
Now, the district is waiting for a permit from the state’s Division of Coastal 
Management to complete bid documents.
For additional details, visit Island Free Press.

Dare County Board of Commissioners organized
At the Dare Board of Commissioners on December 7, Robert L. Woodard was re-
elected Chairman and Wally Overman was re-elected Vice Chairman of the board.
In addition to consenting to the Tourism Board grants, the commissioners 
approved a cluster housing development in Waves, accepted a guaranteed 
maximum price for the new College of The Albemarle academic building, started 
an upset bid process for the county’s remaining property at Buxton Harbor and 
passed a resolution requesting a State of Emergency for Oregon Inlet.

Board of Education elects Hatteras woman chair
For the first time in recent memory, a Hatteras Island resident is chair of the Dare 
County Board of Education.
Mary Ellon (e lon) Ballance was unanimously elected Chair of the school board 
Tuesday night, December 8. Elected Vice Chair was Margaret Lawler. 
That night, the board approved a Fall Semester testing schedule.
The state is requiring students in grades 9 through 12 to take four end of course 
tests and all Career and Technical Education course exams in person. End of 
course tests required are Biology, Math 1 and Math 3 and English 2. Teacher 
made tests will be administered in other courses. Testing happens Jan. 7 and 8 
and January 11 through 15.
The board also heard a report from Superintendent John Farrelly about closing 
the achievement gap. Administrators are looking at various options such as 
summer school, extending the school day or starting school earlier or concluding 
the term later in June. 

Health Insurance deadline is December 15
December 15 is the deadline to enroll or re-enroll for health insurance coverage 
through the federal Health Insurance Marketplace.
At HealthCare dot gov, North Carolinians can compare plans based on price, 
benefits and other features. Importantly, coverage cannot be denied because of 
pre-existing or chronic conditions like cancer or diabetes.



Those who had coverage for 2020 through HealthCare.gov should log in to their 
Marketplace account as soon as possible to review their options and re-enroll or 
select a new plan for 2021. 
Last year, more than 500,000 North Carolinians signed up for health insurance 
through the federal Marketplace. 
North Carolinians seeking free assistance navigating the Marketplace application 
process can visit the NC Navigator Consortium website or call the toll-free NC 
Navigator Helpline at 1-855-733-3711.

Cold-stunned turtle season
Five cold-stunned sea turtles were found earlier this week off Hatteras Island and 
taken to Sea Turtle Assistance and Rehabilitation or STAR Center at the Roanoke 
Island Aquarium.
The cold-stun season is typically December through February.
Trained volunteers patrol Hatteras Island soundside shorelines looking for cold-
stunned sea turtles during cold snaps.
 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore celebrates 150th anniversaries of Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse and Dare County
On Wednesday, December 16, 2020, at 4:45 in the afternoon, Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore and partners will celebrate the 150th anniversaries of the Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse and Dare County with special online video on the Seashore’s 
Facebook page at Cape Hatteras N S, and Dare County’s CURRENTtv at youtube 
dot com slash Current T V O B X. 
The special 25-minute online video, shown on the 150th anniversary of the first 
lighting of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, features several speakers, a living 
history presentation and a tribute from lighthouses across the country.  
In addition to the Dec. 16 video, other lighthouse-related events and activities for 
the public to enjoy are scheduled throughout the month.
A temporary exhibit, 150 Years of Light, a Photographic Tribute, is available within 
the Eastern National Bookstore on Hatteras Island beginning this week. The 
exhibit, available through spring 2021, highlights special and unique photographs 
of the iconic lighthouse over the years.
To highlight the role the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse plays in inspiring artists, the 
Dare County Arts Council has curated the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Virtual Art 
Show, showcasing a variety of artwork featuring the lighthouse. The art exhibit is 
accessible at darearts.org/hatteras150.



In the days leading up to Dec. 16, the Seashore will share interesting and lesser-
known facts about the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse on the seashore’s Facebook 
page.

A Christmas Cookie Contest is happening on Hatteras Island
Hatteras Island’s First Annual Christmas Cookie Contest is underway.
Cookie Drop-off is Monday Dec. 21 in Buxton at
 Our Lady of the Seas, Social Hall from 9 to 10 a.m.
 Hatteras Island Rescue Squad from 5 to 7 p.m.
Contestants enter 18 cookies of one flavor and include name, cell phone number 
and address with entry. 
The cookies will be judged anonymously by this slate of “famous cookie 
connoisseur” judges: Rachel Benton, principal at Cape Hatteras Elementary 
School; Travis Salyers, Conner’s Supermarket; Jack Scarborough, Dare County 
Sheriff’s Office; Seth Foutz, Burger Burger; Dr. Bentley Crabtree, OBX Family 
Medicine; Kristina McEwan, Lisa’s Pizzeria; and Wesley Sigmon, Village Red & 
White.
Prizes are donated by local businesses and crafters.
Consult Christmas on Hatteras on Facebook for more information and updates.

Santa visits Hatteras Island
On Saturday night, Santa Claus visited Buxton children.
He’s preparing for additional trips.
In Frisco, Santa will tour the village on a Frisco fire truck from 5 to 7 at night on 
Monday, December 14. The volunteers at the Frisco Fire Department invite 
children to drop by the station at 7 o’clock for a bag of goodies and a chance to 
say Hi to Santa.
In Avon, Santa has also asked the Avon Fire Department volunteers to take him 
around to children’s homes on Monday night, December 14. When it gets dark, 
look for Santa on a fire truck.
In Hatteras village, Santa tours Tuesday, December 15, starting around 6 at night. 
After the tour, Santa will sit on the porch of the Civic Center for drive-through 
visits with children. Watch for volunteer firefighters directing traffic.
This past week, the Hatteras Village Fire Department held an official Christmas 
Tree lighting ceremony. On Wednesday, Ricki Shepherd was the honorary tree 
lighter.



In Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo, Santa arrives on a fire truck along with a police 
escort. Santa’s journey starts around 6 o’clock at the south end of Salvo and 
comes north on NC 12 as far as Mirlo Beach.

Now, be safe out there. Be well. All the volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you 
for listening to this community radio station. 

Weekly news summary for December 20, 2020.

COVID-19 update; new cases set NC record number

On Friday, Dec. 18, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
reported the state’s highest one-day number of COVID-19 cases with 8,444 new 
cases, doubling a record day reported just one month ago on Nov. 19 when the 
state reported 4,296 new cases.
COVID-19 is highly contagious, and more than half of North Carolinians are at high 
risk for serious illness. Studies are also finding that some people, including those 
who had mild illness, experience symptoms for weeks or months following 
infection.
In North Carolina, on Friday, 2,824 people were hospitalized with coronavirus. 
Unfortunately, 6,125 North Carolinians have died as a result of the highly 
contagious virus.
Cases continue to increase in Dare County.
During the preceding week, Monday through Friday, 61 new, lab-confirmed cases 
were identified in Dare County.
On Friday, 87 residents had active positive cases with 79 in home isolation and 
eight hospitalized.
Dare County’s cumulative total of coronavirus cases is 1,328 at Dec. 18.
Deaths remain the same at five.
On the state’s County Alert System, Dare County is yellow, showing significant 
community spread. Yellow is the lowest of the three ratings.
Regarding vaccines in Dare County, the county’s vaccine website states “If the 
Moderna vaccine receives all of the approvals/authorizations from the FDA and 



ACIP then Dare County is expecting to receive 400 doses sometime next week to 
begin vaccinating Priority 1a healthcare providers.”
Priority 1 a healthcare providers are 
Healthcare workers who are at high risk for COVID-19 exposure based on work 
duties or vital to the initial vaccine response
Population includes nurses, physicians, respiratory techs, dentists, hygienists, 
nurse assistants, environmental service staff, EMT/paramedics, home health 
workers, personal care aides, community health workers, health care trainees, 
morticians, funeral home staff, pharmacists, public health nurses, public health 
and emergency preparedness workers who meet the above definition of high risk 
of exposure
Long-Term Care Staff and Residents
These include skilled nursing facilities, adult care homes, family care homes and 
group homes, individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities who 
receive home and community-based services and the workers directly providing 
those services.
Visit the Dare County website vaccine specific webpage for the most up to date 
information on the COVID-19 vaccine in Dare County. Go to dare nc dot com, click 
the COVID button and then the vaccine button on the COVID page. 

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse is celebrated
This past week, the National Park Service celebrated the 150th anniversary of the 
lighting of the Cape Hatteras light.
The day was December 16, 1870.
Some 150 years later, around 4:45 in the early evening, a remarkable video aired 
on Dare County’s Current TV channel.
The premiere of the 39-minute presentation was exciting. Due to inclement 
weather, a previously filmed illumination of the Cape Hatteras light started the 
video. Numerous guest speakers included an actor portraying Augustin-Jean 
Fresnel (Fre nel), inventor of the lens technology that sends the Cape Hatteras 
light out 20 nautical miles.
At the conclusion of the presentation, videos of Happy Birthday greetings came 
from lighthouses across the United States.
Agencies thanked include Outer Banks Forever, Outer Banks Lighthouse Society, 
Dare County, CURRENT TV.
Board member of the lighthouse society John Havel has created a photographic 
history of the lighthouse's storied history. Some 57 photos represent almost every 



decade of the past 150 years. This is exhibit titled 150 Years of Light, a 
Photographic Tribute, is on display at the Eastern National Bookstore in the 
Lighthouse District.
And, Dare Arts Council has selected artists’ renditions of the lighthouse for a Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse Virtual Art Show. The art exhibit is accessible at dare arts dot 
org slash hatteras 150
For the link to the video presentation, go to Island Free Press or the Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore’s Facebook page.

Oregon Inlet gets attention

Dare County commissioners want a state of emergency declared for Oregon Inlet.
The resolution, presented at the end of the commissioners meeting Dec. 7, states 
“the Dare County Board of Commissioners formally requests that Oregon Inlet be 
declared to be in a state of emergency and that immediate actions be taken to 
provide continued and ongoing dredging by federal or private means as required 
to maintain full access by all commercial vessels.”
The resolution was presented by board Vice Chairman Wally Overman and was 
passed unanimously.
Overman reports that a state of emergency can be declared by the North Carolina 
Governor and federal government.
The federal specification for the inlet is 14 feet deep and 400 feet wide. “This 
specification has rarely been achieved for extended periods over the last 20 
years,” states the resolution. 
Trawlers based out of Wanchese cannot transit the inlet and are diverted north to 
Virginia docks.  States the resolution, “literally millions of dollars of seafood are 
being taken to out-of-sate docks….”
At the Dec. 15, Oregon Inlet Task Force meeting, Roger Bullock, Deputy Chief 
Operations-Navigation for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said that the Oregon 
inlet’s South Channel was not holding and the shoal had migrated. The Corps will 
shift its work to the north channel in the inlet. 
Of concern with the north channel is the Lois Joyce wreck. The 100-foot 
commercial fishing trawler wrecked December 1981 trying to enter Oregon Inlet 
during a storm. The U.S. Coast Guard is marking the area to “send vessels away 
from the wreck.”



Two Corps dredges have been working in the inlet. One dredge will work until the 
end of year. The Currituck will return with the Merritt in February and March for 
more dredging.
The under-construction dredge by Dare County is still on schedule for laying the 
keels in February 2021.

An almost year-end business summary is offered
The business news this week centers on the statistics that tell us how the major 
business sectors are doing on Hatteras Island.
As you might expect, the results are somewhat mixed depending on the impact of 
COVID-19 related restrictions, reports Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent 
Tom Hranicka.
The good news is that the lodging businesses continue to recover from the two-
month shutdown of the County last spring. These businesses are showing positive 
results for the year.
Occupancy tax receipts through October were up 5.8 percent when compared to 
the first 10 months of last year.
On the other hand, meal tax receipts, while improving, are still 18 percent below 
the January to October period in 2019. This reflects the limitations on inside 
dining and increased reliance on carry-out business to offset the associated 
decrease in revenue.
The shining star of the island’s economy this year continues to be the real estate 
industry.
Through November, residential sales were up 63.3 percent over 2019. The total 
value of sales has increased almost 68 percent.
The challenge that this good sales news presents is that the inventory of 
residential properties for sale has decreased 52.5 percent. Currently only 138 
homes are listed for sale on the entire island compare to 297 at this time last 
year.
While the number of residential sales has increased at record levels through 
November, the median sale price has risen a healthy but modest 7.5 percent.
Considering that over 100 homes are under contract to be sold, it looks like the 
residential real estate market will remain strong going into the New Year.
The undeveloped lot market, while showing positive trends in the number of sales 
and properties under contract, is not enjoying a level of growth similar to the 
residential market. In addition, the median sale price of lots is down around 18 
percent this year.



Salute to photographer Daniel Pullen
Time Magazine selected one of Daniel Pullen’s photographs as one of the 
magazine’s Top 100 Photos of 2020.
The photograph shows Hurricane Teddy coastal surge sending water and foam in 
to a pool table room in a beach rental house in Avon.
The photograph captures Pullen’s own website description: Bold. Moment-driven. 
Authentic.
He always works to find a position to take such a photo at the very moment that 
shows the power of a hurricane.

Remember.
Dare County offices are closed Thursday and Friday, December 24 and 25 and 
Monday, December 28 and Friday, January 1.
Christmas and New Year Trash Collection Schedule
The Dare County C&D Landfill and Buxton Transfer Station will be closed on 
Thursday, December 24, Friday, December 25, and Saturday December 26 in 
observance of the Christmas holiday.  
Dare County Public Works, which provides trash collection for the unincorporated 
areas of the county and the Town of Kitty Hawk, has announced a revised 
collection schedule.
CHRISTMAS WEEK:     
There will be one residential pick up per area the week of Christmas.
Residential Trash Collection for Hatteras Island for the week of December 21 
through December 25 will be as follows:
Monday, December 21: Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras
Tuesday, December 22: Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon
Wednesday, December 23: No residential collection.
Thursday, December 24: Closed. No trash collection
Friday, December 25: Closed. No trash collection.
Commercial will be picked up on Monday, December 21 and Wednesday, 
December 23.

On Friday, January 1, the Dare County C&D Landfill and Buxton Transfer Station 
will be closed in observance of the New Year’s Day.
New Year’s Residential Trash Collection for Hatteras Island for the week of 
December 28, 2020 through January 1, 2021 will be as follows:



Monday, December 28: Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras
Tuesday, December 29: Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon
Wednesday, December 30: Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras
Thursday, December 31: Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon
Friday, January 1: Closed. No trash collection.
Commercial will be picked up on Monday, December 28 and Thursday, December 
31. 

Thanks so much for listening to the weekly news summary on Radio Hatteras.

We take our one Sunday break next week and will return in the New Year, 
January 3. Be safe. Stay well. 

 

                     Public Service Announcements:

October 2020 PSA’s. 
Insert when ready and then 9, 10, and 11a.m., Oct. 30, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a Friday morning weather advisory.

Remnants of Zeta and a cold front bring Wind and Coastal Flood Advisories from the National Weather 
Service in Newport.
From Noon through tonight until Friday morning, the wind will blow from the southwest with gusts to 
48 miles per hour on Hatteras Island.
That wind will stack up Pamlico Sound water against the soundside of Hatteras Island north of Cape 
Hatteras. The weather service says up to two feet of inundation above ground level are possible.
Around 6 Friday morning, the wind will shift to the west and by 9 will be blowing from the northwest 
and Pamlico Sound water will threaten Hatteras Island below Cape Hatteras.
Today, a high rip current risk is posted for the island’s south-facing beaches. A high surf advisory is in 
place for Hatteras Island beaches below Cape Hatteras. Six- to nine-foot breaking waves are predicted. 
Minor beach erosion is possible. Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.
Insert at 11:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., Oct. 28, 29 and 30.



Drop the Haunted Trail and insert at 11:30 and 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31.

Halloween events

Haunted Trail in Hatteras Village Oct. 29 and 30
On Thursday and Friday, Oct. 29 and Oct. 30, a “Trail of Terrors” is offered by the Hatteras Village Civic 
Association.
Check in at the Hatteras Village Civic Center from 7 to 9 to be transported to the Haunted Trail. There is 
a maximum of 8 people per group and each group will be transported with that group only. The cost is 
$5 per person.

Halloween Night in Avon starts at 5
Spa Koru’s Beach Klub is the site of the village’s Trunk or Treat on Halloween night, Saturday, October 
31. The event runs from 5 to 7 o’clock.

Halloween Night in Frisco starts at 5:30 
In Frisco, “Light the Night” is featured at the Trunk or Treat event at the Heritage of Faith Family Church 
on Halloween Night, from 5:30 to 7:30.
This is the Ninth annual Halloween event for the whole family sponsored by the church.
Fellowship, food and games will be offered along with a free raffle for electric scooters for a boy and a 
girl. Heritage of Faith Family Church is located at 52406 NC 12, Frisco.

Halloween Night in Rodanthe starts at 6 o’clock
Fair Haven United Methodist Church in Rodanthe is hosting its annual Trunk or Treat event starting at 6 
o’clock, Halloween Night.
Games, treats and prizes are featured.
For those in the villages of Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo who would like to participate by decorating a 
vehicle and trunk, call Sarah Fitch at 252-305-0656.
The address for Fair Haven United Methodist Church is 24240 Tradewinds Dr., Rodanthe.

Insert when ready, then 3:30 today, Oct. 16 and insert Oct. 17, 18, and 19 at 8:30 and 1:30

A testing clinic set for Tuesday, Oct. 20 at Cape Hatteras Elementary School

A testing clinic will be available on Hatteras Island on Tuesday, October 20 at Cape Hatteras Elementary 
School, 47500 Middle Ridge Road, in Buxton.
The testing event will offer residents drive through diagnostic testing for ages 5 and older. The 
diagnostic test indicates whether an individual has a current COVID-19 infection.
Appointments are required and start at 10:30 in the morning.
To schedule an appointment for the October 20 testing event, call 475-5008. The call center is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 in the morning to 5 o’clock. Participants registering for the 
community testing events are required to send a photocopy of their government-issued identification 
card and insurance card prior to the event.
Individuals with insurance will not incur any out of pocket cost as the COVID-19 test is completely 
covered, no deductible and no co-pays. All insurances cover the COVID-19 diagnostic test, including 



Medicaid and Medicare. Mako Medical Laboratories will use the COVID-19 Relief Fund to cover costs of 
diagnostic testing for individuals who are uninsured.

Insert at 2, 3, 4. Oct. 16. 2020
This is Radio Hatteras with an afternoon weather advisory

Coastal Flood Advisory posted for Northern Outer Banks and Hatteras and Ocracoke islands.

The National Weather Service has posted a Coastal Flood Advisory in effect from 5 o’clock Saturday 
morning to noon on Sunday.
Minor ocean overwash will be possible Saturday for vulnerable locations between Oregon Inlet and 
Cape Hatteras.
A cold front will move across the Outer Banks later this afternoon and tonight. Strong northerly winds 
come in behind the front and will blow 23 to 25 miles per hour sustained with gusts to 37. Saturday 
wind speeds are slightly less strong.
Strong winds will build seas which will peak at six to 10 feet.
A Spring tide increases tides through early next week, says the weather service forecast. Minor coastal 
flooding is expected at times of high tide which are around 8 tonight and tomorrow morning and 9 
o’clock Saturday night.
The weather service warns overwash is possible where the dunes were weakened by last month`s swell 
and overwash event. 

Stay safe. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert: 11:30 and 1:30, weekdays starting Oct. 15 through Oct. 30

Early voting in Dare County is now underway.

Early voting allows any registered voter to cast an absentee ballot in person prior to Election Day, which 
is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.
Those not registered may register when they vote during Early Voting.
Early voting allows registered voters to vote at any early voting site in the county. 
On Hatteras Island, the early voting site is Cape Hatteras Secondary School Auditorium in Buxton.
Other early voting sites are the Dare County Administration Building in Manteo and the Kill Devil Hills 
Town Hall. 
The sites are open on weekdays from 8 in the morning to 7:30 at night and on Saturdays, October 17 
and October 24 from 8 to 6. The last day of early voting is Saturday, October 31 from 8 to 3 o’clock.
For more information about voting, visit dare n c dot com slash voting



Insert 11:30 and 1:30 on Saturday, Oct. 17 and Oct. 24.

This is Saturday and early voting is open.

Early voting allows any registered voter to cast an absentee ballot in person prior to Election Day, which 
is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020.
Those not registered may register when they vote during Early Voting.
Early voting allows registered voters to vote at any early voting site in the county. 
On Hatteras Island, the early voting site is Cape Hatteras Secondary School Auditorium in Buxton.
Other early voting sites are the Dare County Administration Building in Manteo and the Kill Devil Hills 
Town Hall. 
Today, early voting is open from 8 in the morning to 6 in the evening.
For more information about voting, visit dare n c dot com slash voting.

This is Saturday, Oct. 31, the last day for early voting.

On Hatteras Island, the early voting site is Cape Hatteras Secondary School Auditorium.
Today, the site is open from 8 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon.

Insert 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 13 through Oct. 17.

This is a message from Dare County Sheriff Doug Doughtie

Dare County Sheriff Doug Doughtie is requesting information about the vehicle break-ins that have 
occurred at the Camp Hatteras RV and KOA RV Resorts in Rodanthe. These break-ins have occurred from 
August 31, 2020, to the present day.
The person or persons involved have taken firearms, money, wallets, purses and other items from these 
unlocked vehicles. They have taken from those who have worked hard to take a vacation here in the 
Outer Banks. The money stolen supports local businesses. The firearms taken will most likely end up in 
the hands of those who want to use them for illicit purposes.
So, if you have any information, contact 
the Dare County Sheriff's Office at 475-5980, Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5 o’clock
or the Dare County Communication Center at 473-3444, 24 hours a day
or the Dare County Crime Line at 473-3111 and leave an anonymous tip.
Sheriff Doughtie appreciates any information that can be provided to help catch those involved.

Two testing clinic opportunities will be available for Dare County residents.

One will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020 at Cape Hatteras Elementary School located at 47500 Middle 
Ridge Rd. in Buxton.
Another testing clinic will be held at Soundside Event Site located at 6800 S. Croatan Hwy. in Nags Head 
during the first week of November. Details about the testing event in Nags Head will be released by 
October 21.



These testing events will offer drive through diagnostic testing for ages 5 and older. These clinics are not 
offering antibody testing at this time. The diagnostic test indicates whether an individual has a current 
COVID-19 infection.
To schedule an appointment for the Oct. 20 testing event, call 252-475-5008. The call center is open 
Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Participants registering for the community testing events are 
required to send a photocopy of their government-issued identification card and insurance card prior to 
the event

Insert at 11:30 starting Oct. 15 through Oct. 20. And 6:30 and 8 a.m. Oct. 21.

Pet vaccination clinic set for Avon Oct. 21

Coastal Humane Society and Friends of Felines-Hatteras Island will hold a vaccination clinic for dogs and 
cats on Wednesday, Oct. 21 from 8 in the morning to Noon.
The clinic will be held at 41076 NC 12, which is the yellow building right next to Nino's Pizza in Avon.
No appointments are needed. The clinic is offered for Hatteras Island pet owners only. Other clinics will 
be held up the beach in the next few months.
Dogs must be on leashes and cats in carriers.
Masks are required for all humans.
Vaccinations for dog are $28 including rabies and two more
Vaccinations for cats are $15 including rabies and three feline virus vaccinations.
The clinic requires cash or check only for payment. No credit cards will be accepted.

Insert 11:30 a.m. Oct. 12-15. 

St. John United Methodist Church is having a huge multi-family yard sale on Friday, Oct. 16 and 
Saturday, Oct. 17 from 9 in the morning to 2 o’clock each day. All proceeds benefit St. John Mission 
House Project. Follow the yard sale signs to the church located in Avon Village. The address is 40336 
McMullen Road, Avon.
 

Insert at 8:30 a.m., Oct. 16 and 17.

St. John United Methodist Church is having a huge multi-family yard sale today from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each day. All proceeds benefit St. John Mission House Project. Follow the yard sale signs to the church 
located in Avon Village. The address is 40336 McMullen Road, Avon.

Insert at 1:30 p.m. on alternating weekdays MWF, TTh, etc., starting Oct. 5 through Nov. 9

The Fessenden Center & Dare County Department of Health & Human Services are looking for 
sponsors and applicants for the Hatteras Island Thanksgiving Basket Program.
Sponsorship opportunities include monetary and basket donations. Individuals interested in making a 
monetary gift can mail checks to: Fessenden Center, P.O. Box 859, Buxton, NC 27920. Anyone interested 
in basket sponsorship information can contact April at 475-5650.



Participants interested in applying for the Thanksgiving Assistance Program can pick up and return 
applications at Dare County Department of Health and Human Services in Frisco from October 5, 2020 
until November 9, 2020. Anyone with questions about the application process can contact Jessica at 
475-9320. 
 

November 2020 PSA’s
Insert when ready or at 2 p.m. and 3 p.m., Monday, November 30, 2020.

This is Radio Hatteras with an early afternoon weather report.

The National Weather Service has posted three advisories;

A wind advisory is in effect until 7 o’clock tonight.
A high surf advisory lasts until 4 o’clock this morning.
And, a coastal flood advisory stays in place until 11 tomorrow morning.
The wind in Rodanthe and Frisco has been blowing from the south. Wind gusts in Rodanthe hit 48 miles 
per hour around 11:30 this morning. In Frisco, a gust hit 43 miles per hour around 1 this afternoon.
The strong southerly winds are pushing rough surf and may cause minor coastal flooding.
The weather service is predicting large breaking waves of 6 to 9 feet in the surf zone.
For the Coastal Flood Advisory, 1 to 2 feet of inundation above ground level is expected in low- lying 
areas near shorelines and tidal waterways on Hatteras Island’s soundside north of Buxton.
In Rodanthe and Frisco, one and three-fourths inches of rain has fallen. In Avon, the rainfall total so far is 
two inches.
On the roadways, only rainwater is ponding. Puddles exist at Ramp 38 and Food Lion in Avon and at 
Diamond Shoals Restaurant in Buxton. In Rodanthe, the usual places have standing water on the road. 
NC 12 on Ocracoke Island is closed at the Pony Pens due to dune failure.
A strong low pressure system will continue to impact the area with thunderstorms, heavy rain, and 
strong winds.

Be safe. Be careful. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Thanksgiving Week Trash Collection Schedule

Dare County Public Works, which provides trash collection for Hatteras Island has announced a revised 
collection schedule for Thanksgiving Week.
The Buxton Transfer Station, will be closed Thursday, Friday and Saturday of Thanksgiving Week.
There will be one residential pick up per area the week of Thanksgiving. For Hatteras Island villages the 
schedule is 
Monday, November 23: Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras
Tuesday, November 24: Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon
No residential collection will occur on Wednesday, Thanksgiving Day or Friday.
Commercial dumpsters will be picked up on Monday, November 23 and Wednesday, November 25.



Insert at 11:30, noon, 1:30 and 5:30, Nov. 17.
Insert Nov. 18, 19 and 20 at 10 a.m.

Dare Schools free lunch program restarts

Dare County Schools has restarted the free meals program for all children 18 and younger.
Curbside meals can be picked up Mondays through Fridays each week between 11 in the morning and 1 
in the afternoon.
For those in Buxton, the location is Cape Hatteras Elementary School.
For these locations, look for the yellow school bus:
Avon, parking lot beside Burger Burger at intersection of NC 12 and Harbor Road 
Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo at the Community Building
Hatteras Village Civic Center
Frisco at the Heritage of Faith Family Church
Weekend meals will be provided on Fridays.

Insert when ready and then noon, 1:30, 5 and 7:30, Monday, November 16, 2020

Brief Travel Delays Possible for N.C. 12 Film Shoot Tuesday

Hatteras Island is "going Hollywood" Tuesday, November 17, for the filming of a General Motors car 
commercial along N.C. Highway 12, the state’s transportation department announced.
Very brief road closures of three minutes or less are possible Tuesday on Highway 12 as the Anne 
Towers Production Company of Los Angeles shoots the ad on the Outer Banks National Scenic Byway.
Filming will take place between 6 o’clock in the morning and 5 in the afternoon in locations including the 
Oregon Inlet Bridge and other areas all the way to Hatteras Village. Filmmakers have been advised to 
minimize road closures during heavy travel times around 8 in the morning and 5 in the afternoon.
Traffic control for the event will be provided by the Dare County Sheriff's Department and/or the North 
Carolina Highway Patrol.

Insert when ready, then 10, 11 and 11:30 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 12

This is Radio Hatteras with a morning weather report for Thursday, November 12.

Heavy rainfall will occur today ahead of a cold front that will cross eastern North Carolina this afternoon.
A flash flood watch is now in effect through 1 o’clock tonight.
The National Weather Service predicts three to four inches of rain will fall along Hatteras Island and 
northern Dare County.
Hatteras Island may set a record high temperature today. The weather service predicts a high 
temperature near 74 degrees this morning. The record is 67 degrees set in 1975. This afternoon the 
temperature will fall to around 66.
A south wind around 18 miles per hour will blow this morning and then shift to the north this afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 25 miles per hour.  
A small craft advisory is in effect for all coastal waters including the Pamlico Sound until Saturday 
afternoon.    Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.



Insert when ready, then 6, 7:15, 7:45, 9, 10. 11

Planned power outage tonight

Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative requires further work to correct an issue at the transmission pole 
that caused Sunday’s outages.
A power outage affecting all of Hatteras Island will occur tonight, Tuesday, November 3.
The outage will last one hour from Midnight to 1 o’clock.

Be safe out there, Cape Hatteras linemen. This is Radio Hatteras.

December 2020 PSA’s

Insert at 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 1, 2020.

Santa Claus is visiting Hatteras Island Villages

On Monday, Santa will tour Frisco village from 5 to 7 at night. The volunteers at the Frisco Fire 
Department invite children to drop by the station at 7 o’clock for a bag of goodies and a chance to say Hi 
to Santa.
Santa was scheduled to visit Avon on Monday. Instead, Avon firefighters will take Santa around to 
children’s homes on Tuesday. When it gets dark, look top Santa on a fire truck.

Insert at 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15.

Santa is really busy tonight. He’s visiting in three villages.

In Avon, Avon Fire Department volunteers will take Santa around to children’s homes. When it gets 
dark, look for Santa on a fire truck.
In Hatteras village, Santa tours tonight starting around 6 at night. After the tour, Santa will sit on the 
porch of the Civic Center for drive-through visits with children. Watch for volunteer firefighters directing 
traffic.
In Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo, Santa arrives on a fire truck along with a police escort. Santa’s journey 
starts around 6 o’clock at the south end of Salvo and comes north on NC 12 as far as Mirlo Beach. Santa 
will stop briefly at Salvo Fire Station, next to the Little Library and will come back to the Rodanthe-
Waves-Salvo Community Building. Holiday favors at both locations.



Insert when ready, 4 p.m., 5 p.m. 6:30 p.m., Friday, December 4, 2020.

This is Radio Hatteras with an afternoon weather update.

The National Weather Service reports severe thunderstorms are possible on Hatteras Island tonight.
The main threats are strong, damaging wind gusts. 
The weather service has posted a Wind Advisory in effect from 1 o’clock tonight to 10 on Saturday 
morning. The weather service expects southwest and west winds 25 to 35 miles per hour with gusts up 
to 50 miles per hour.
A High Surf Advisory is also in place. Large breaking waves of 8 to 10 feet are predicted for the surf zone. 
A Coastal Flood Advisory is in effect from 4 o’clock Saturday morning to 4 o’clock Saturday afternoon. 
Up to one to two feet of inundation above ground level is expected near shorelines and tidal waterways. 
The advisory is issued for oceanside Hatteras Island south of Buxton and for soundside Hatteras Island.

Be safe. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 11:30, 1:30 and 5:30 on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, Dec. 4 through 7, 2020

Fight the Flu on Hatteras Island Dec. 8
 
The Outer Banks Hospital is offering free flu vaccines to Hatteras Islanders ages 18 to 64 in Hatteras 
Village, Avon and Rodanthe on Tuesday, Dec. 8.
The Fight the Flu event will be held inside at:
 Hatteras Village Civic Center, from 10 to 11 a.m.
 Avon Fire Department from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
 Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Center, Rodanthe from 2 to 3 p.m.
To make an appointment, call 252-449-4529.
Masks are required.
Quadrivalent influenza vaccines will be administered at all Fight the Flu events. These vaccines are 
designed to protect against four different flu viruses.
The Outer Banks Hospital strongly recommends that individuals ages 65+ receive the High Dose 
Quadrivalent Flu Vaccine this year.
Again, call 252-449-4529 to make an appointment. Walk-ins are welcomed.

The Outer Banks Hospital staff will be adhering to all CDC and local health department COVID-19 
guidelines. To receive the flu vaccine, participants must be between the ages of 18 and 64.
Vaccine Information
Quadrivalent influenza vaccines will be administered at all Fight the Flu events. These vaccines are 
designed to protect against four different flu viruses, including two influenza A viruses and two influenza 
B viruses.
States the announcement from The Outer Banks Hospital, “We STRONGLY recommend that individuals 
ages 65+ receive the High Dose Quadrivalent Flu Vaccine this year. Please note that this clinic does NOT 
administer the High Dose Quadrivalent Flu Vaccine. Individuals ages 65+ may not be fully protected by 
receiving the Standard-Dose Quadrivalent Vaccine.”
To make an appointment, call 252-449-4529.



December 22, 2020. Insert when ready then 10 or 10:15, 11 and noon
 
 This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update for today and later in the week.

A coastal flood advisory is now in effect for the soundside of Hatteras Island.
A west wind is expected to blow 28 miles per hour with gusts up to 39. The wind will shift to northwest 
and then north tonight. The weather service says up to 1 to 2 feet of inundation above ground is 
possible in low-lying areas and tidal waterways.
The next round of winter weather comes to Hatteras Island late Christmas Eve.
A strong cold front is expected to affect the region late Christmas Eve into Christmas Day with strong 
winds likely to produce coastal flooding, and possibly severe weather as well.
The Outer Banks has a slight risk of severe thunderstorms for this period, reports the National Weather 
Service.
At first, strong southerly winds up to 40 miles per hour may produce coastal flooding along portions of 
the northern Outer Banks.
After the front passes, winds will shift to the southwest and west taking the threat of coastal flooding to 
eastern Pamlico Sound, specifically from Buxton north through Nags Head. Wind speed is between 22 
and 25 miles per hour during Christmas Day.
Be careful out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert Wednesday, December 23 twice in the 7 o’clock hour and again at 9 p.m.; and Thursday at 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.
 
This is Radio Hatteras with a severe weather update for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

For Hatteras Island, the national weather service has issued a Coastal Flood Warning and High Surf 
Advisory effective from 11 o’clock Thursday, Christmas Eve, to 4 o’clock Christmas afternoon.
A High Wind Warning is also in place but starts at 4 o’clock Christmas Eve afternoon and ends at 4 in the 
morning Christmas Day.
A strong cold front brings the potential for strong to severe thunderstorms, producing strong, damaging 
wind gusts and possibly a few tornadoes Thursday into Thursday night.
Large breaking waves of 8 to 12 feet are expected in the surf zone. Ocean overwash is possible along 
beaches of Hatteras Island. The National Weather Service says Highway 12 will likely be impacted on 
Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands.
Additionally, Minor to Moderate coastal flooding is likely with two to four feet of inundation above 
ground level for very low lying areas along the Pamlico Sound shoreline.
Winds start ramping up at 10 Christmas Eve morning, blowing south-southeast until 10 that night with 
peak gusts at 50 miles per hour. After a couple of hours blowing from the south, the winds go southwest 
and blow around 28 miles per hour with gusts to 32.
Rain will be heaviest during Christmas Eve night.
Temperatures plunge to 25 degrees on Hatteras Island Christmas night. Leave a faucet dripping. 
For mariners, a Storm Warning is posted for Pamlico Sound and adjacent Atlantic Ocean waters.
Please be careful out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.


