
     

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST  

 

3rd Quarter 2020 (for programming aired July 1 through September 30, 2020)  
 

This quarterly issues/programs list is a list of a non-entertainment programming which, in the opinion of the 
management of the station, represents the most significant treatment by the station of certain issues 
believed to be of community concern.  

 
During this period, WORT 89.9 FM has served the public interest by producing and broadcasting diverse 

content which addresses local, regional, and statewide issues. The following is a list of the produced 
programming or news stories in response to areas of concern to listeners.  
 

The list is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all of the station’s non-entertainment programming. 
Nor is it designed to list every program broadcast by the station that is responsive to the selected issues. 

Included are only those programs in which the station devoted significant resources, time or depth to these 
various issues.  
 

Issues of community concern:  
 

● Voting and elections 
● Policing  
● Black Lives Matter protests 

● United States Postal Service 
● COVID-19 and health 

● Economy 
● Environment 
● Education 

● Social issues 
 

ISSUE: VOTING & ELECTIONS 
Responsive Programming: 
 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Answering your voting questions.  
 
Green County Clerk Arianna Voegeli and 
Madison City Clerk Maribeth Witzel-Behl  discuss 
voter registration, absentee ballots, important 
deadlines, new safety protocols for election day, 
and poll workers in advance of Wisconsin’s 
August 11 partisan primary.  

A Public 
Affair, 
listener 
call-in 
lunchtime 
program.  
 
Interview 
segment.  

July 20, 2020 at 
12pm.  

25 minutes, 
32 seconds.  

Early voting in August primary is well underway.  
 

6pm local 
evening 

August 6, 2020, at 
6pm. 

3 minutes, 
51 seconds.  



For voters casting ballots early in the partisan 
primary, there are 18 in-person absentee voting 
locations scattered throughout Madison. Turnout 
at some locations has been very slow, while 
turnout at other locations is higher--and many 
absentee ballots have been received.  

news.  
 
News story.  

Mistakes led to thousands of uncounted ballots.  
 
Wisconsin held one of its most chaotic elections 
ever in spring.  The coronavirus pandemic was 
peaking, state and local lockdown orders were in 
place.  60% of all voters in the state turned to 
absentee ballots as a safer alternative instead of 
going to the polls in person.   
 
But local officials rejected more than 23,000 
ballots because they were improperly filled out, 
or not witnessed. Dee Hall, managing editor for 
the Wisconsin Center for Investigative 
Journalism, explains why that’s a big deal in a 
battleground state.  

 8 O’Clock 
Buzz, 
morning 
drivetime 
talk 
program.  
 
Interview.  

August 10, 2020, at 
8am. 

14 minutes, 
59 seconds.  

After court chaos, a voting update  
 
After chaos and litigation before an important 
state deadline for clerks to send out absentee 
ballots, an update on absentee ballots and 
clarification of voting misconceptions in advance 
of the November election with Dane County 
Clerk Scott McDonell. 
 

8 O’Clock 
Buzz, 
morning 
drivetime 
talk 
program.  
 
Interview.  

September 17, 2020 
at 8am.  

15 minutes, 
3 seconds.  

What’s in the Madison Metro School District 
referenda?  
 
In July, the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction announced a more than five million 
decrease in state funding  for Madison Metro 
Public Schools. However, this November, 
Madison voters will decide two referenda that 
would put $350 million into their public schools.  

6pm local 
evening 
news.  
 
News story.  

September 17, 2020, 
at 6pm. 

2 minutes, 
six seconds.  

Republican leaders issue cease and desist for 
“Democracy in the Park.”   
 
Voters in Madison headed to over 200 Madison 
parks to return their absentee ballots or register 
to vote during the citywide “Democracy In the 
Park.” But the event -- paid for, organized by, and 
conducted by the City of Madison’s Clerk’s Office 
— faced unfounded claims of ballot harvesting 
from conservative legislative leaders and radio 
personalities one day before the event. 

6pm local 
evening 
news.  
 
News story. 

September 28, 2020 
at 6 pm. 

3 minutes, 
22 seconds 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE: POLICING 

Responsive programming:  

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Roundtable: Reforming the Madison 
Police Department 
 
The growing movement to defund the 
police and nationwide demands for 
police accountability have a history in 
Madison as well. Three community 
figures— Brandi Grayson of activist 
group Urban Triage, Alder Rebecca 
Kemble, and Greg Gelembiuk, 
co-founder of activist group 
Community Response Team, discuss 
police practices, ongoing efforts to 
reform the MPD, and alternatives to 
policing. 

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  
 
Roundtable interview..  

July 2, 2020 at 
12pm.  

54 minutes, 5 
seconds.  

New Madison Police Chief is unlikely 
before December.  
 
Interim Madison Police Chief Vic Wahl 
has served in the position for nine 
months, after previous Chief Mike 
Koval abruptly resigned. The mayor 
has called for a new chief to be selected 
in the next three months. But the 
Madison Police and Fire Commission 
says it intends to select a new 
permanent Chief of Police by the end 
of the year -- double the timeline urged 
by the mayor.  

6pm local news.  
 
News report.  

July 15, 2020, at 
6 pm.  

2 minutes, 25 
seconds.  

Madison Common Council votes to boot 
school resource officers from schools.  
 
Last month, the Madison school board 
unanimously voted in favor of early 
termination of its contract with the 
Madison Police Department. But 
because the contract formally ends in 
2022, the early termination needed to 
be approved by the City. In a 
nearly-unanimous vote, that’s exactly 
what the Common Council did.  

6pm local news.  
 
News report.  

July 22, 2020, at 
6 pm.  

2 minutes, 44 
seconds.  

A model like CAHOOTS could help 
 
Police officers are often the default 
first responders to calls for service, 
even in cases of mental or emotional 
crisis. Now, city and county officials are 
looking at alternative response models 
-- and they say it would be similar to a 
first responder program in Eugene, 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

August 27, 2020 
at 6pm.  

8 minutes, 55 
seconds.  



Oregon called CAHOOTS -- Crisis 
Assistants Helping Out On the Streets.  
 
We speak with an  EMT and crisis 
worker with CAHOOTS about the 
model.  

Gathering community input on Madison’s 
next Chief of Police.  

The Madison Police and Fire 

Commission is currently in the process 

of selecting the next Madison Chief of 

Police, and they’re asking for 

community input. We speak with PFC 

Commissioner Mary Schauf to learn 

about the process, and solicit listener 

calls and feedback to be entered into 

the public record. 

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime program.  

September 1, 
2020, at 6pm 

52 minutes, 37 
seconds.  

Police oversight board approved after 

years of consideration and hours of 
public comment.  

The Madison Common Council voted to 

create a civilian oversight board and 

create an independent police monitor-- 

two major, long-awaited measures to 

bring civilian oversight to the Madison 

Police Department.  

6pm local evening news. 
 
News story.  

September 2, 
2020, at 6pm 

3 minutes, 4 
seconds.  

Despite growing public support, the Hands 
Up Act faces an uphill battle.  

 

With 2.7 million signatures in support 

and counting, a regional activist is 

pushing for lawmakers  to stipulate 

prison sentences for police officers 

who shoot unarmed people. 

6pm local evening news. 
 
News interview.  

September 8, 
2020, at 6pm 

9 minutes, 33 
seconds.  

Finance Committee recommends body 
camera  pilot program. 
 
A Common Council subcommittee has 
recommended allocating money in next 
year’s budget to go toward a body 
camera pilot program. A separate 
subcommittee has been considering 
whether to recommend body cameras 
this summer. But body cameras have 
been debated in Madison for years, and 
some community members —and even 
former advocates— have soured on the 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News story. 

September 22, 
2020, at 6pm.  

4 minutes, 51 
seconds.  



idea.  

 

 

ISSUE: BLACK LIVES MATTER PROTESTS  

Responsive programming:  

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Whose streets?  

Since the protests for racial justice 

began in Madison in late May, State 

Street has become a contested site of 

activism, art, and local businesses 

struggling to make ends meet during 

the pandemic. Whose street is it? 

 

A discussion on the future of State 

Street, who it’s made for, and what it 

symbolizes with Sabrina Madison, 

founder of The Progress Center for 

Black Women; Rebecca Cnare, urban 

design planner for the City of Madison; 

Meghan Blake-Horst, street vending 

coordinator for the City of Madison, 

and Karin Wolf, Madison Arts Program 

Administrator and coordinator of the 

mural project after protests for racial 

justice began. 

 

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk 
program.  

August 12, 2020 
at 12pm.  

53 minutes, 15 
seconds.  

Shooting of Jacob Blake spurs protests in 
Kenosha — and Madison 

Jacob Blake was shot seven times in the 

back by a Kenosha police officer. His 

shooting – and the footage — has again 

sparked an outcry and pushed 

protesters, and legislators, into action. 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News report.  

August 24, 2020 
at 6pm.  

4 minutes, 53 
seconds.  

Special: community leaders, youth 
protesters, and “accountability” feature 
in Tuesday evening protests; local 

organizers released on signature bond; 
protesters killed in Kenosha  

 

Elected officials show up to listen, ask 
youth to “hold them accountable”  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News special of a 
tumultuous 24 hours. 

August 26, 2020 
at 6pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 minutes 



Common council members, community 

leaders, the schools  superintendent 

and school board president, a local 

legislator and a former mayor all show 

up to a nighttime protest to listen to 

youth during a nighttime 

protest—which, later in the evening 

and into early morning, results  in 

property damage and a heavy police 

presence—and several  arrests, 

including one  of a 13-year old boy.  

 

Three shot, two killed, in Kenosha 

Meanwhile in Kenosha, two protesters 

are shot and killed by a white militia 

member, who claimed he was 

defending property even while 

traveling from out-of-state.  

 

Madison protesters spurred by arrest of 
local Black Lives Matter activist 

Twelve  hours later, protesters show up 

to demand the release of Jordan King, a 

protest organizer charged with 

allegedly causing property damage and 

carrying a concealed weapon. Here’s 

what we know.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 minute, 25 
seconds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 minutes, 37 
seconds.  

#JusticeforJacob rally in Kenosha.  

It’s been days of peaceful protests 

followed by nights of anger vented by 

vandalization,  arson, and clashes with 

police following the police shooting of 

Jacob Blake, and the subsequent 

shooting of three by a white militia 

member from Illinois during a 

subsequent protest. But on Saturday, 

the Blake family held a peaceful protest 

aimed at healing. 

6pm local evening news.  
 

August 31, 2020 
at 6pm.  

5 minutes, 
48seconds.  

Students demand arrest of  Kenosha 
police officer. 

A youth-led protest called for the 

immediate termination and arrest of 

Rusten Sheskey, the Kenosha Police 

officer who shot Jacob Blake. 

Organizers say Blake’s shooting has 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News report. 

August 31, 2020 
at 6pm.  

3 minutes, 22 
seconds.  
 



brought the issue of police brutality 

much closer to home. 

Beyond the headline: Daniel Thompson on 
his resignation from Kenosha News 

 

Recent events following the Kenosha 

police shooting of Jacob Blake have 

drawn the attention of national news 

outlets. The varying coverage has 

highlighted debates about journalism 

ethics. One instance? Daniel 

Thompson, who, until recently, was the 

web editor at Kenosha News, and the 

paper’s only full-time Black employee. 

His resignation after the paper, he says, 

negligently mischaracterized a protest 

also made national news. We speak 

with Thompson. 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

September 3, 
2020, at 6pm.  

9 minutes, 56 
seconds.  

Revisiting the night Kyle Rittenhouse 

opened fire on Kenosha protesters, from 
a new perspective. 

 

In the immediate aftermath of a 

shooting, crime or major event, 

reporters often turn to police and 

“official” sources for the details on 

what happened. But what happens 

when those authorities purposefully 

misrepresent the truth? We speak with 

Gina Barton,  an investigative reporter 

with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
about a recent deep dive that revisits 

the night Kyle Rittenhouse fired shots 

into a crowd of protesters from the 

perspective of the people who lived 

through it. 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

September 10, 
2020 at 6pm.  

9 minutes, 51 
seconds.  

Madisonians express grief over Breonna 
Taylor decision.  

The decision by a Kentucky grand jury 

not to indict any of the Louisville police 

officers who shot Breonna Taylor has 

sparked pain and protest across the 

nation, including in Madison—where 

dozens organized a memorial to 

Breonna Taylor on the steps of the 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News report. 

September 24, 
2020 at 6pm.  

2 minutes, 47 
seconds.  



Capitol building and spoke against 

continued unjustified deaths. 

 

 

ISSUE: UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

Responsive programming:  

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Postal unions mobilize for national call-in 
to Senators.  

 

Postal unions are  mobilizing with a 

national call-in to Senators to prevent 

what they see as counter-productive 

changes to the postal service. 

Labor Radio, weekly 
half-hour labor issues 
news show.  
 
News report.  

July 22, 2020 at 
5:30 pm.  

5 minutes, 40 
seconds.  

Wisconsin Congressman Mark Pocan 
Speaks Against Operational Changes.  
 
At a press conference outside of a 
Madison Post Office, U.S. 
Congressman Mark Pocan critiqued 
President Donald Trump’s recent 
moves against the United State Postal 
Service. That comes as Postmaster 
General DeJoy announced delaying 
operational changes, and the postal 
service and election officials consider 
the changes during mail-in voting.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News story.  

August 18, 
2020, at 6pm 

2 minutes, 33 
seconds.  

Wisconsin Attorney General On Postal 
Service Lawsuit.  

Wisconsin and thirteen other states 

filed a lawsuit challenging operational 

changes to the United States Postal 

Service. We speak to Wisconsin 

Attorney General Josh Kaul.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

August 20, 
2020, at 6pm 

7 minutes, 17 
seconds.  

USPS: How did we get here?  

As Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 

defended his changes to the USPS in 

front of the House Oversight 

Committee, we look at how those 

changes hurt middle-class families with 

Monique Morrissey, an economist with 

the Economic Policy Institute in 

Washington, DC. 

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk 
program.  

August 24, 2020 
at 12pm.  

52 minutes, 2 
seconds.  



US Senator Tammy Baldwin on changes to 
the USPS.  

U.S. Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 

announced last month that he would be 

delaying changes to the postal service 

until after the November election. But 

US Senator Tammy Baldwin, of 

Wisconsin, says she’s pushing for a 

permanent pause on the changes.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

September 16, 
2020, at 6pm. 

10 minutes.  

 

 

 

ISSUE: COVID-19 & HEALTH 

Responsive programming: 

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM/TYPE  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

City/county leadership announced 

COVID-19 restrictions.  

Local health officials have announced 

several new restrictions on gatherings, 

limiting indoor gatherings to 10 people 

and outdoor gatherings to 25 people. 

The order also explicitly outlines 

capacity limits for bars and restaurants.  

Local evening news.  
 
News report.  

July 1, 2020 at 
6pm.  

2 minutes, 3 
seconds.  

Giving birth during a pandemic.  

As COVID-19 continues to spread, some 

expectant mothers are considering 

home birth. The risks and benefits 

facing expectant mothers and infants 

during a pandemic, with local certified 

midwife Tehmina Islam. 

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime talk 
show.  

July 22, 2020 at 
12pm.  

51 minutes, 55 
seconds.  

Governor Tony Evers signs order 

mandating masks.  

Governor Tony Evers announced a 
statewide order mandating masks while in 
all indoor spaces except for homes, or risk 
a fine. The announcement prompted an 

outcry from Republican legislators, who 
favor allowing counties and municipalities 
to set their own requirements. Governor 
Evers says that ship has sailed. 

 

Local evening news.  
 
News report.  
 
 
Rebroadcast on Eight 
O’Clock Buzz, morning 
drivetime talk program.  

July 30, 2020, at 
6pm  
 
 
 
July 31, 2020 at 
8am.  
 
 

5 minutes, 13 
seconds.  
 
 
 
“ 



Epic employees concerned over orders to 
return to work.  

 

Some employees at a  Verona-based 
medical record manufacturer, have 
continued working at the company’s 
campus during the pandemic. Most 

employees have been working from home.  

 

But not for much longer, after an 
announcement that  the company will 
bring back all of its employees over the 

next month. That has many employees 
concerned. 

Local evening news.  
 
News story.  

August 5, 2020, 
at 6pm.  

8 minutes, 49 
second. 

Health officials warn flu season could 
strain testing capacity.  

 

Governor Tony Evers and Wisconsin health 
officials are warning  of another strain on 
the capacity to deal with COVID-19: flu 
season.  That has them urging the public 
to get a flu shot.  

Local evening news.  
 
News report.  

September 3, 
2020, at 6pm. 

1 minute, 48 
seconds.  

New wastewater surveillance effort tracks 
COVID-19 outbreaks. 

 

A new wastewater testing effort out of 

UW-Madison detects COVID-19 

outbreaks by testing raw sewage. We 

speak with Martin Shafer, a Senior 

Scientist with the UW-Madison 

College of Engineering and the 

Wisconsin State Laboratory of 

Hygiene. 

Local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

September 10, 
2020, at 6pm.  

10 minutes, 7 
seconds. 



Supporting mental health and wellness 
during COVID-19.  

 

There’s been an uptick in reported 

stress, anxiety, and depression since 

the start of the pandemic. Mental 

healthcare professionals Lisa Baker 

and Myra McNair explain what it 

means to support mental health and 

wellbeing in a time of upheaval. 

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  

September 16, 
2020, at 12pm.  

52 minutes, 47 
seconds.  

 

 

ISSUE: ECONOMY 

Responsive programming: 

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Delays, denials in Wisconsin’s 

unemployment system.  

 

The state’s Department of Workforce 

Development has announced new 

expansions, after it’s struggled to deal 

with a record number of 

unemployment claims. But many 

workers have their claims denied or 

have been waiting months for their 

claims to be approved.  

Labor Radio, weekly 
half-hour labor issues 
news show.  
 
News report.  

July 10, 2020 
at 5:30pm.  

2 minutes, 33 
seconds.  

Federal evictions moratorium on evictions 
set to expire this week.  

 

A federal moratorium temporarily 

blocked evictions on 

federally-subsidized properties, and 

Wisconsin’s moratorium on evictions 

ended last month. Housing rights 

experts say ending the federal 

moratorium now, before the full 

economic impact of the pandemic has 

run its course, could seriously impact 

Madison’s at-risk populations. 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News story.  

July 20, 2020, 
at 6pm.  

4 minutes, 1 
second. 

Housing precarity and evictions 

Every month since April, around 30% of 

Americans have missed their housing 

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime program.  
 
Interview. 

August 3, 
2020 at 12pm.  

55 minutes, 15 
seconds.  



payments. The federal eviction 

safeguard, along with the other 

benefits of the CARES Act, have 

expired. We speak with Andrew 

Aurand from the National Low Income 

Housing Coalition about housing 

assistance and barriers during the 

pandemic. 

 

Unemployment during the pandemic.  
 
An estimated 50 million Americans 
have filed unemployment claims since 
the start of the pandemic, and many 
Wisconsinites are still waiting to hear 
back on their unemployment claims. 
We speak to Victor Forberger, a 
Madison-based attorney who 
specializes in labor and unemployment 
cases.  

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime program.  
 
Interview. 

August 10, 
2020 at 12pm.  

54 minutes, 32 
seconds.  

An existential threat: how COVID-19 has 
affected Wisconsin’s arts  

 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, 

theaters, galleries and museums have 

indefinitely closed their doors. And 

we’re just now beginning to get a 

detailed look at how COVID-19 has 

impacted Wisconsin’s cultural 

institutions. We speak with Joe 

Peterangelo, a Senior Researcher with 

the Wisconsin Policy Forum, about a 

new by-the-numbers study on how 

artists have been impacted.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

August 19, 
2020, at 6pm.  

8 minutes, 15 
seconds.  

Governor Evers forces Department of 
Workforce Development Secretary out as 
unemployment claims pile up.  
 
The head of the Wisconsin Department 
of Workforce Development, Caleb 
Frostman, resigned on Friday—fired, in 
effect, by Governor Evers. The state 
unemployment system has struggled 
since March to keep up with processing 
unemployment claims. 

6pm live local news.  
 
News report. 

September 16, 
2020 at 6pm.  

3 minutes, 4 
seconds. 
 

 

 

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENT 

Responsive programming: 



 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

Opposition to proposed Enbridge pipeline 
upgrades  grows 

Rob Lee, staff attorney at the nonprofit 

environmental organization Midwest 

Environmental Advocates, explains the 

potential water threat posed by 

upgrades to a major oil pipeline that 

cuts across Wisconsin.  

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime program.  
 
Interview. 

July 6, 2020 at 
12pm.  

27 minutes, 26 
seconds.  

The tools and resources to protect 
conserved lands.  

We speak with land conservancy 

organization  Gathering Waters about 

what a land trust is, and how it helps 

keep water clean and provides natural 

habitat. 

Eight O’Clock Buzz, 
weekday morning 
drive-time talk program.  
 
Interview.  

July 15, 2020 at 
8am.  

24 minutes, 45 
seconds.  

Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources discovers never-seen-before 
plant populations.  
 
The Wisconsin DNR says almost sixty 
new populations of rare plants were 
discovered last year. The discoveries 
were made by the DNR’s volunteer-run 
Rare Plant Monitoring Program. 
 
We speak with botanist Kevin Doyle, 
coordinator of the DNR’s Rare Plant 
Monitoring Program. 

6pm local evening news.  
 
News interview.  

July 22, 2020, at 
6:20 pm.  

8 minutes, 52 
seconds.  

The climate crisis and environmental 
racism.  
 
In this edition of our monthly series 
“Wisconsin Getting Hotter,” we speak 
with Lauren Cross. She’s a pre-med 
student concerned with environmental 
racism—and says most people don’t 
understand how climate change 
disproportionately affects poor people 
of color.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News story.  

August 3, 2020 
at 6pm.  

5 minutes, 10 
seconds.  

Heat waves get hotter as climate change 
continues.  
 
 Furnace Creek in Death Valley earned 
its namesake last week when it hit a 
scorching 130 degrees. That’s the 
highest temperature recorded on Earth 
since 1931. With us to talk about the 
record heat day and its implications for 

Eight O Clock Buzz, 
morning drivetime talk 
program.  
 
Interview. 

August 21, 2020 
at 8am.  

18 minutes.  



climate change writ large is UW 
Madison History professor Richard 
Keller 

Natural Resources Board delays 
implementing standards for PFAS 
chemicals.  
 
Nearly two-thirds of Wisconsin’s fire 
departments are storing foam that 
contain harmful chemicals known as 
PFAS, according to a new survey 
conducted by the state. It’s estimated 
that  disposing of the foam could cost 
millions of dollars. Meanwhile, 
standards for acceptable levels of 
PFAS chemicals have been postponed.   

6pm local evening news.  
 
News story.  

September 10, 
2020 at 6pm.  

2 minutes, 51 
seconds.  
 

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION 

Responsive programming:  

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION.  PROGRAM  DATE/TIME  DURATION 

How Black Lives Matter is changing 
education.  

A conversation on race, discipline , the 

“achievement gap,” professional 

barriers for Black educators, and the 

carceral logic of schools with 

distinguished professors of Education 

at the University of Wisconsin 

Madison:  Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings 

and Dr. Maxine McKinney de Royston. 

A Public Affair, a weekday 
listener call-in lunchtime 
talk program.  
 
Interview/roundtable. 

July 8, 2020, at 
12pm.  

53 minutes, 59 
seconds.  

Immigration attorney explains recent ICE 
rule change   
 
The U.S. Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement,or ICE, has  issued new 
rules that would revoke visas from 
some international students 
throughout the country. Students 
would be required to enroll in at least 
one 3-credit course held in person in 
order to be eligible to stay in the 
United States next fall. Otherwise, 
they’d have to leave the country or risk 
deportation. We speak to Glorily 
Lopez, an immigration attorney. who 
has been guiding a handful of 
international students at UW-Madison 
through the changes. 
 

6pm local evening news.  
 
Interview. 

July 8, 2020 at 
6pm.  

10 minutes, 10 
seconds.  



Meet the youth activists of Madison’s “No 
Cops in Schools” movement.  

The Madison school board recently 

voted unanimously to end the school 

district’s contract with the Madison 

Police Department to remove School 

Resource Officers from schools. We 

speak with four Madison high school 

students who led the years-long 

campaign to remove SROs, get their 

thoughts on anti-racist education, and 

what they see for the future of 

education.  

A Public Affair, weekday 
listener call-in talk 
program.  
 
Interview roundtable.  

July 10, 2020 at 
12pm.  

52 minutes, 10 
seconds.  

Universities are aligning sexual assault 
policies to meet federal deadlines.  

A regulation introduced last May 

amends Title IX, a change some victims 

rights advocates lessens the teeth of 

the policy. Last month, Wisconsin 

joined a lawsuit with 16 other states 

opposing the changes and arguing the 

new standards  would weaken Title IX 

protections and chill reporting.  

6pm local evening news.  
 
News report.  

July 16, 2020 at 
6pm.  

2 minutes, 41 
seconds.  

Panel: Is UW-Madison prepared to 
reopen? Our guests say no.  

Under the UW-Madison’s “Smart 

Restart” plan, the university will 

reopen next month --  classes under 50 

students will be in person, masks will 

be required indoors, and COVID 

testing will be free and unlimited. Our 

panel says the University is not 

prepared.  Guests include two 

representatives of the graduate 

student workers union, a professor and 

representative for UW-Madison’s 

United Faculty and Academic Staff, a 

staff worker and representative  for a 

university staff union, and a COVID 

data modeler for a local news outlet. 

A Public Affair, listener 
call-in lunchtime talk 
program.  
 
Interview roundtable. 

August 19, 
2020, at 12pm.  

53 minutes, 54 
seconds.  

First day of school with new 
superintendent Dr. Carlton  Jenkins.  

For K–12 students in Madison, it’s the 

first day of the school year! We check 

in on back-to-school with newly hired 

A Public Affair, weekday 
listener call-in talk 
program.  
 
Interview. 

September 8, 
2020, at 12pm.  

53 minutes, 13 
seconds.  



Madison Metropolitan School District 

superintendent Dr. Carlton Jenkins. 

UW-Madison switches to online classes, 
quarantines two dorms as COVID-19 

cases rise.  

 

In an attempt to control the spread of 

the virus, UW-Madison has placed two 

dorms under strict quarantine and 

moved all instruction online for two 

weeks, starting last night. 

 

Some local officials are worried that the 

university doesn’t have the testing 

capacity to deal with the growing 

number of cases, and that the burden 

of testing will fall on Dane county. 

Local evening news.  
 
News report.  

September 10, 
2020 at 6pm.  

4 minutes, 8 
seconds.  

Navigating the new reality of virtual 
schooling and local school changes.  

What is school discipline like during 

virtual learning? We talk with Aaricka 

Washington, an education reporter for 

Chalkbeat Indiana, about the “inanity” 

of Zoom school suspensions.  Then, 

local  K–12 education reporter Scott 

Girard explains the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court’s temporary injunction 

against Dane County’s public health 

order prohibiting in-person classes for 

grades 3–12. 

A Public Affair, weekday 
listener call-in talk 
program.  
 
Interview segments. 

September 15, 
2020, at 12pm. 

52 minutes, 29 
seconds.  

  

ISSUE:  SOCIAL ISSUES 

Responsive programming:  

 

TITLE & DESCRIPTION  PROGRAM  DATE/ TIME  DURATION 

How to debunk a conspiracy theory 
 
Where does science denial start? From 
contrails to the moon landing, how  do 
conspiracy theories start, circulate, 
grow—and how can they be disarmed? 
Is there ever any justified reason to be 
less than skeptical? We speak with 
renowned conspiracy theory debunker 
Mick West, author of Down the Rabbit 

Perpetual Notion Machine, 
weekly half-hour science 
talk show 
 
Interview.  

July 23, 2020 
at 7pm.  

29 minutes, 30 
seconds.  



Hole.  
 

Madison gun violence; remembering 
Anisa Scott 
 
A show on recent gun violence and the 
death of 11-year-old Anisa Scott, whose 
life was taken too soon by gun violence, 
with Reverend and Dane County Judge 
Everett Mitchell and community 
organizer M. Adams.  

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  
 
Interview.  

August 26, 
2020 at 12pm.  

54 minutes, 12 
seconds.  

Rural check-in on Wisconsin farmers 
 
Journalist  Dan Kaufman breaks down 
his latest piece from The New Yorker 
magazine, examining the economic 
issues facing Wisconsin farmers and 
rural communities, and the impact on 
the upcoming election.  

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  
 
Interview.  

August 17, 
2020 at 12pm.  

53 minutes 
and 57 
seconds.  

The history of racism in the Midwest 
 
There are myths that persist about the 
Midwest: that it’s just a “naturally” 
white space, that Black folks haven’t 
lived here that long, that it doesn’t have 
the same histories of slavery, racism, 
and violence as the South. We speak to 
two historians and authors of a recent 
Smithsonian article debunking these 
misconceptions.  

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  
 
Interview.  

September 2, 
2020 at 12pm.  

53 minutes 
and 48 
seconds.  

Coming out, moving forward: Wisconsin’s 
recent gay history  
 
When same-gender marriage is a 
constitutional right, and an out gay man 
can be a serious candidate for 
President, it may be hard to believe that 
there was a time, not too long ago, when 
Wisconsin criminalized what 
consenting adults did in the privacy of 
their own bedroom, and employers 
could fire someone just because they 
were gay.  
 
We speak with local historian and 
author Dick Wagner about Part 2 of his 
series on LGBT history—this time 
focused on how the LGBT community 
overturned a century and a half of 
oppressive legislation.  

Madison BookBeat, literary 
talk show centered on 
authors with Madison 
connections.  
 
Interview.  

September 21, 
2020 at 1pm.  

54 minutes, 27 
seconds.  

How society is shaped by male 
entitlement 
 
In the wake of the budding #MeToo 

A Public Affair, lunchtime 
listener call-in talk show.  
 
Interview.  

September 22, 
2020 at 12pm.  

40 minutes, 4 
seconds.  



movement in 2017, feminist 
philosopher Kate Manne published her 
timely and critically-acclaimed debut 
about misogyny, Down Girl. We speak 
with the Cornell Professor of 
Philosophy about her follow-up title, 
Entitled.  

How the suburbs were segregated and the 
business of exclusionary housing  
 
Racial segregation has been a bedrock 
principle of suburban development 
from its very beginning, way back in the 
19th century. We speak with 
UW-Madison professor Paige Glotzer, 
about her first book, How the Suburbs 
were Segregated, an eye-opening 
examination of the origins of systemic 
racism in housing. 

Madison BookBeat, literary 
talk show centered on 
authors with Madison 
connections.  
 
Interview.  

September 28, 
2020 at 1pm 

53 minutes, 2 
seconds.  

 


