
Issues and Programs 1st Quarter 2021 

January 1st, 2021 – March 31st, 2021 

Stations: KKPL-FM, KMAX-FM, KTRR-FM, KUAD-FM 

 

Section I – Issues 

Townsquare Media provides its listeners with programming that addresses issues of concern 

within the Northern Colorado community. The following issues were identified by this station as 

significant issues facing our community in the first quarter of 2021.  

 

A: COVID-19: There are currently over 50,000 known cases of COVID-19 in Larimer and Weld 

Counties combined. 

B: Youth Enrichment: According to the Thompson Education Foundation, over 800 unhoused 

students face educational barriers in the Thompson School District alone.  

C: Persons with Disabilities: The United States Census Bureau estimates that around 21% of 

people under the age of 65 in the Northern Colorado (Fort Collins, Loveland, Greeley) 

area suffer from a disability.  

D: Veterans: Over 18,000 veterans live in the Northern Colorado (Fort Collins, Loveland, 

Greeley) area.  

E. Mental Health Issues: The Alliance for Suicide Prevention estimates that a suicide occurs 

every four to five days in Larimer County.  

F. Food Insecurity: The Food Bank for Larimer County reports that over 38,000 community 

members are suffering from food insecurity in Larimer County alone.  

G. Domestic Violence: SAVA (Sexual Assault Victims Advocacy Center) reports that 1 in 3 

women, 1 in 3 men, and 1 in two transgender people in Colorado will experience sexual 

assault in their life. 

H. Local Elections: The Fort Collins municipal election, which will determine the city's new 

mayor, is on April 6, 2021.  

I. Fire Recovery Efforts: According to the Incident Information System, the Cameron Peak Fire 

destroyed or damaged 469 structures in Northern Colorado.  

 

 

 



 

Section II – Responsive Programming 

COVID-19 

Program:  Interview with Dr. Buffy Trent Wolf, early childhood mental health expert, and Liz 

Means, Early Childhood Mental Health Program Manager at the Early Childhood 

Council of Larimer County 

Date: 2/14/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the importance of early childhood development and the impact that 

the pandemic has had on it. Reviewed tips for parenting during a pandemic, and 

informed listeners about the various parenting resources available through the 

Early Childhood Council of Larimer County.  

 

Program:   Interview with Katie Carr, President of the Hearing Industries Association  

Date: 2/28/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explored the correlation between the pandemic and hearing loss, as well as the 

correlation between hearing loss and depression. Discussed the various causes 

of hearing loss during the pandemic, and provided listeners with methods and 

resources to protect their hearing health.  

 

Program:  Interview with Dr. Ken Thorpe, Chairman of the Partnership to Fight Chronic 

Disease 

Date: 3/14/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the common concerns and misconceptions surrounding the COVID-19 

vaccine, while analyzing its effectiveness on variants of the virus. Explained the 

importance of getting the vaccine and how to receive it, and reminded listeners to 

continue practicing COVID-19 precautions.  

 

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Sarah Witherell, Interim Executive Direction at the Humane  

  Society of Weld County 

Date: 3/14/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the impact that the pandemic has had on the Humane Society of Weld 

County, particularly in terms of the increase in adoptions. Informed listeners 

about the animals in need in Northern Colorado, and provided listeners with ways 

to help, along with adoption guidance.  

 

Program:  Interview with Mindy McCloughan, President & CEO at Loveland Chamber of  

 Commerce 

Date: 1/31/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the various Valentine's month events happening in 

Loveland, many of which supported local businesses during the pandemic. 

Discussed the heritage behind these events, and the importance of maintaining a 

sense of community during an era of social distancing.  

 

Youth Enrichment 

Program:  Interview with Rachel Levitsky, Director of Marketing and Communications at 

Future Legends Sports Complex 

Date: 1/17/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:    Discussed the incoming Future Legends Sports Complex in Windsor and its 

anticipated impact on the community, particularly among youth. Examined the 

importance of athletics in youth circles, and explored ways that the complex will 

positively impact Northern Colorado youth.  

 

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Vanessa Lewis, Resource Development Director at Partners 

Date: 3/28/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:    Informed listeners about the non-profits need for mentors in regards to Northern 

Colorado youth. Discussed how the youth population can benefit from mentoring, 

and explained what the mentoring process is like. Examined the pandemic's 

effect on both the non-profit and Northern Colorado youth.  

 

Persons with Disabilities 

Program:  Interview with Katie Dockery, Vice President of Easterseals Colorado's Northern 

Colorado Services 

Date: 1/17/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Analyzed the effect that the pandemic has had on Easterseals, as well as their 

clients who have disabilities. Discussed ways in which the non-profit has adapted 

to the pandemic, and shined a light on what it is like to live with a disability. 

Provided ways for listeners to support the organization through donations or 

other means of support.  

 

Veterans 

Program:  Interview with Mary Scott, Co-Founder of Health4Heroes, and Jonathon   

 Philpott, member and veteran 

Date: 1/24/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explained the transition of Vets4Life into Health4Heroes, including the 

organization's new inclusion of first responders. Examined the struggles that 

veterans face in the Northern Colorado community, and explained how the non-

profit helps veterans through these struggles. Provided ways for listeners to 

assist local veterans and/or reach out for help.  

 



 

 

Mental Health Issues 

Program:  Interview with Fort Collins Police Officer Annie Hill and Stephanie Booco, 

UCHealth Community Programs Coordinator 

Date: 2/22/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Fort Collins Police Services’ new Mental Health 

Response Team, and discussed its role in the community. Explored the impact of 

mental health on the Fort Collins community, and examined how the Mental 

Health Response Team will further improve Fort Collins Police Services’ 

relationship with the public.  

 

Program: Interview with Dr. Sandy Valdes Haas, Owner of Benchmark Medical Group 

Date: 2/28/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:    Explained the importance of both physical and mental health, and explored how 

the two areas are often intertwined. Discussed the ramifications of improper 

mental health care, and provided ways for listeners to improve their mental 

health, particularly in conjunction with their physical health.  

 

Food Insecurity 

Program:  Interview with Paul Donnelly, Communications Director for the Food Bank for 

Larimer County 

Date: 3/7/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Raised awareness about the number of Coloradans facing food insecurity in 

Larimer County. Discussed how the COVID-19 pandemic is increasing the 

amount of food insecurity in Northern Colorado, and explained how listeners can 

help the food bank through the Great Plates event.  

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Nathan Shaw, owner of Vindeket Foods 

Date: 2/14/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 10 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the issue of food waste in Northern Colorado, and analyzed the 

causes behind it. Explained how Vindeket Foods is helping to not only fight food 

waste, but also food insecurity through its pay-what-you-can model that provides 

food for low-income populations. 

 

Domestic Violence 

Program:  Interview with Pam Jones, Interim Executive Director of Crossroads Safehouse 

Date: 2/6/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Drew attention to the increasing rates of domestic violence within Northern 

Colorado, many of which were brought on by the pandemic. Discussed "red 

flags” to look for in relationships, and explained how Crossroads Safehouse can 

assist victims of domestic violence.  

 

Local Elections 

Program:  Interview with Gerry Horak, candidate for the mayor of Fort Collins 

Date: 3/21/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the Fort Collins election and Gerry Horak's candidacy, touching on his 

plans if elected, the reasoning behind his candidacy, and his plans for seeing the 

city through the pandemic. Provided listeners with general details about the 

election and voter registration.  

 

 

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Jeni James Arndt, candidate for the mayor of Fort Collins 

Date: 3/21/21 

Airtime: 6:10 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the Fort Collins election and Jeni James Arndt's candidacy, touching 

on her plans if elected, the reasoning behind her candidacy, and her plans for 

seeing the city through the pandemic. Provided listeners with general details 

about the election and voter registration.  

 

Program:  Interview with Molly Skold, candidate for the mayor of Fort Collins 

Date: 3/21/21 

Airtime: 6:20 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the Fort Collins election and Molly Skold's candidacy, touching on her 

plans if elected, the reasoning behind her candidacy, and her plans for seeing 

the city through the pandemic. Provided listeners with general details about the 

election and voter registration. 

 

Fire Recovery Efforts 

Program:  Interview with Claire Bouchard, Vice President of Marketing, Communications & 

Engagement at the United Way of Larimer County 

Date: 3/28/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Raised awareness for the Larimer Fires Long Term Recovery Group, which aims 

to help survivors of the Cameron Peak and East Troublesome Fires. Discussed 

the needs of fire survivors, and provided ways for listeners to help both survivors 

and with community cleanup in burn areas.           


