
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WYNL-FM - Charleston, WV along

with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period 1/1/18 – 3/31/18. The listing is by

no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

DATE ISSUE PROGRAM TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION

1/1/2018 Flu Season Underway AM DRIVE N/A

Many people are starting off the new year with the flu.  The 

Kanawha County Commission is urging you to be proactive, 

and take preventive measures this flu season since it has 

started earlier, and health officials are predicting it will be 

worse than in the past. Kanawha County provided free flu 

shots to county employees and their families. Health officials 

say, get a flu shot, and stay home if you’re not feeling well to 

avoid infecting others.  Flu season runs through February.

1/1/2018 Impact Grant Funding AM DRIVE N/A

The application process for Community Impact Grant Funding 

with The United Way of Central West Virginia is open. Grant 

dollars are invested in nonprofit organizations that provide 

programs and services aligned with the four impact areas of 

education, health, financial stability and safety net (basic 

needs). Letters of Intent are due Jan. 10, 2018. If invited, 

applications are due March 2, 2018. Funds will be awarded in 

January 2019.

1/2/2018 Charleston User Fee AM DRIVE N/A

The increase in Charleston’s user fee has taken effect with the 

new year, and it's expected to bring in an extra $1.3 million 

this year, according to the Gazette-Mail.  The city’s user fee 

will increase from $2.50 to $3 per week, paid by people who 

work in Charleston. The total of $7.8 million for the year will 

help the city hire 10 new police officers and they'll be on foot, 

on bikes and in police cruisers in places like Kanawha City, 

North Charleston, the West Side flats and the 1500 block in 

Charleston’s East End.

1/2/2018 More Pre-K Programs AM DRIVE N/A

Public pre-K programs may become more abundant as child 

care costs soar.  Studies have shown that children who attend 

a high-quality preschool are more adjusted for the rest of their 

academic lives and have better outcomes as adults, from 

higher incomes to healthier lifestyles.  The programs vary in 

quality and structure, with some offering just a few hours a 

week of learning sessions and others that are more similar to 

a full school day.  West Virginia's program last year cost $142 

million - nearly a third of which was covered through federal 

funding.  Advocates say more universal programs are needed 

to give parents a break from paying for day care.

1/3/2018 Economy Study AM DRIVE N/A

A new report in Montgomery recommends ways for the area to 

diversify its economy in the midst of the coal decline.  The 

reports lists things like new community events and historical 

exhibits to more outdoor recreation opportunities and 

partnerships with health care organizations. One spedific 

suggestion is partnering with the Kanawha Valley Historical 

Society to build a satellite museum location and designing a 1-

mile exercise trail across from the town along the river, 

according to the Gazette-Mail.  Developing the former WVU 

Tech campus into something new is another goal.

1/3/2018 Unemployment Rates AM DRIVE N/A

Unemployment rates rose in all 55 West Virginia counties in 

November.  WorkForce West Virginia says Jefferson County’s 

seasonally unadjusted unemployment rate of 3 percent was 

the lowest in the state, followed by Doddridge, Monongalia 

and Pendleton counties at 3.4 percent apiece.  Calhoun 

County had the highest unemployment rate at 9.5 percent. 

Mingo County was next at 8.8 percent and McDowell County 

was at 8.4 percent. Statewide, the seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate increased two-tenths of a percentage 

point to 5 percent in November. The national rate was 5.3 

percent.

1/4/2018 Humanities Council Grants AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Humanities Council has a Feb. 1, 2018, 

deadline for three of its grant categories: Major grants, which 

are awarded twice a year for projects requesting up to 

$20,000; Fellowships of $2,500, which are awarded annually 

for scholarly research projects; and Minigrants, which are 

awarded four times a year for projects requesting $1,500 or 

less.  A variety of matching grants are offered by the 

Humanities Council year-round to nonprofit organizations in 

West Virginia that support educational programming. 

Deadlines are Feb. 1, April 1, June 1, and Oct. 1 for projects 

requesting $1,500 or less.



1/4/2018 School Calendar Hearing AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County schools will host a public hearing later this 

month on the school calendar.  It's your chance to weigh in on 

the start date for the 2018-2019 school year.  The first option 

is August 13, 2018 - May 21, 2019.  The second option would 

start classes a week later and run through May 29.  The public 

hearing is set forJanuary 18 and school board members are 

expected to make a final decision that day.

1/5/2018 General Revenue Fund AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s cumulative overall general revenue fund 

collections are above estimate at the fiscal year halfway mark 

for the first time since 2012.  Revenue Secretary Dave Hardy 

said they're cautiously optimistic at this point in the fiscal year, 

and the past three months have been encouraging.  The 

state’s collections were $2.7 million above estimate and nearly 

$106 million ahead of where the state was last year.

1/5/2018 PSC Federal Tax Law Impact AM DRIVE N/A

The Public Service Commission of West Virginia wants to 

know how privately owned utilities in the state will be impacted 

by the new federal tax law.  The commission has directed all 

privately owned electric, gas, water, sewer and solid waste 

facilities to track the tax savings resulting from the law 

beginning this month.  The PSC says those utilities will file 

testimony with the commission by May 30, explaining the 

impact of the law on their federal income tax.

1/8/2018 Chemical Spill Anniversary AM DRIVE N/A

Tuesday marks four years since crude MCHM spilled into the 

Elk River from Freedom Industries in Charleston, and on the 

anniversary of the spill, Judge John Copenhaver will consider 

a final approval of the settlement.  The class action lawsuit 

has seen more than 48,000 claims filed so far.  There will also 

be a water crisis claims workshop on Tuesday at Grace Bible 

Church in Charleston that runs from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. to help 

people fill out claims.   The final deadline to file a claim is 

February 21. To apply, go to waterclaims.com, pick a category 

that fits you, fill out a form and turn in the claim.

1/8/2018 Cabell County Overdoses AM DRIVE N/A

Cabell County had a record-breaking year for overdose deaths 

last year.    The West Virginia Health Statistics Center said 

152 deaths heppened in 2017 in Cabell County, and that was 

the highest in the state.  In the overdose deaths, at least 120 

had the presence of fentanyl.

1/9/2018 Best and Worst States Study AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia doesn't score well in a rating of best and worst 

states to raise a family.  The personal finance site Wallethub 

says the Mountain State is listed at No. 47.  Ohio is ranked 

No. 23 and Kentucky at No. 37.  WalletHub said it looked at 42 

key indicators of family-friendliness, from median family salary 

to housing affordability to unemployment rate to come up with 

the rankings, and West Virginia ranked especially low for 

having high child care costs and a poor infant mortality rate, 

along with high unemployment rates.  The top three states to 

raise a family in order were Massachusetts, Minnesota and 

New Hampshire.

1/9/2018 Job Promotion Development AM DRIVE N/A

A joint venture to promote job growth and economic 

development in southern West Virginia is being launched by 

the state’s ten public higher education institutions.  The 

Alliance for the Economic Development for Southern West 

Virginia is a program that will connect educational resources 

and workforce training in the area.  Education leaders say they 

hope it will create jobs and revitalize southern communities.

1/10/2018 Consumer Related Issues AM DRIVE N/A

A representative of Attorney General Patrick Morrisey's office 

will meet one-on-one with Metro Valley residents in January to 

discuss consumer-related issues and answer any potential 

questions.  Jessica Napier-Eagle, a consumer outreach and 

compliance specialist with the office, will host the events, 

which include Jan. 11: 11 a.m.noon Mobile Office Hours at 

Wayne Public Library, 325 Keyser St., Wayne.  There's 

another event Friday at the Buffalo Public Library at 12:30.  

Reservations aren't required.

1/10/2018

Water Crisis Settlement 

Delayed AM DRIVE N/A

The final decision on West Virginia's water crisis settlement 

was delayed Tuesday. There were no objections to the deal in 

federal court in Charleston Tuesday, but WCHS TV reported 

the final settlement of the MCHM water crisis was pushed 

back to Feb.1.  Judge John Copenhaver wanted more 

information before making a final decision.  As part of the 

proposed settlement, homeowners and renters would receive 

$550 each plus $180 for each additional person in the 

household. Tuesday marked the 4-year anniversary of the 

crude MCHM spill.



1/11/2018 State of the State Address AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice delivered his State of the State address 

Wednesday and said the state is facing a better financial 

picture than it did last year, but it still faces some major 

challenges. The state’s revenue collections are $2.7 million 

above estimate and nearly $106 million ahead of where the 

state was last year.  There are challenges too with staffing 

levels at correctional facilities and a need for more manpower 

and better pay for correctional officers.  Job creation in 

general continues to be a focus for the state.

1/11/2018 Opioid Epidemic Lawsuit AM DRIVE N/A

A federal judge on Tuesday likened the nation's opioid 

epidemic to the deadly 1918 flu pandemic while noting the 

drug crisis is "100 percent manmade."  Judge Dan Polster 

urged participants on all sides of lawsuits against drugmakers 

and distributors to work toward a common goal of reducing 

overdose deaths. The judge is overseeing more than 180 

lawsuits against drug companies brought by local 

communities across the country, including many in West 

Virginia. Polster said the goal must be reining in the amount of 

painkillers available.

1/12/2018 CHIP in Jeopardy AM DRIVE N/A

The Children's Health Insurance program-- better known as 

CHIP-- is in jeopardy.  The program offers health coverage to 

low income families, who do not qualify for Medicaid. But 

funding for the program has run out. Kids from birth to age 18 

are covered for everything from routine checkups--to 

emergency services--according the Department of Health and 

Human Resources. Lawmakers have yet to come up with a 

long-term funding solution. Funding set to fully expire across 

the country in March, if Congress doesn't pass a budget in 

January.But WV Senator Shelley Moore Capito remains 

confident the program will get funded. WVCHIP is 100% 

federally funded. There are 21,391 kids receiving WVCHIP as 

of December 31, 2017.

1/12/2018 New Voters AM DRIVE N/A

More than 45-thousand new voters have registered in West 

Virginia over the last year. The Secretary of State’s office 

released the figures yesterday. The state has been working to 

clean up voter rolls, and over 46-thousand deceased, 

outdated, duplicate and convicted felon voter registrations 

were canceled last year.

1/15/2018

Opioid Epidemic Public 

Comment AM DRIVE N/A

A plan to combat the state's opioid crisis has been released 

for public comment.  The Department of Health and Human 

Resources released the response plan last week and said it 

was prepared by a panel of public health experts after a 

review of public comments, a public meeting on Dec. 21 and 

input from state agencies.  Public comments will be accepted 

through Jan. 19 at bphcommunications@wv.gov.  The plan 

eventually will be presented to Gov. Jim Justice and the state 

Legislature. It focus on six areas, including prevention, early 

intervention, treatment, overdose reversal and recovery.

1/15/2018 Limiting Prescriptions AM DRIVE N/A

A dozen state senators have introduced legislation to 

generally limit initial doctor and dentist prescriptions of opiates 

for acute, or short-term, pain to seven days. The bill would 

limit those painkiller prescriptions to three days for minors and 

for emergency-room outpatients.  These and many other 

changes are recommended in a plan released by a panel of 

public health experts from West Virginia and Johns Hopkins 

University with state agency and public input. They're taking 

additional comments for another week.  This plan 

recommends limiting initial opioid prescriptions, increasing 

oversight to stop inappropriate painkiller prescribing, and 

requiring all emergency responders to carry overdose 

antidotes. It also calls for expanding public awareness that 

addiction is a treatable disease, increasing diversion of 

criminal drug case defendants to treatment programs and 

increasing treatment options for all patients.

1/15/2018 Electric Car Charging Station AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University has unveiled an electric car charging 

station.  The charging station is part of the university's 

sustainability efforts, and will be located in a parking lot 

adjacent to Corbly Hall.  Marshall biological sciences 

instructor and electric car enthusiast Rick Walker donated the 

charging station. It's the first one on campus and will be 

available for public use.

1/16/2018 Bible Classes AM DRIVE N/A

A bill before state lawmakers now would require schools to 

offer a Bible class as an elective.  Students would be able to 

use the Bible translation of their choice, and the course would 

teach about the Bible's characters and narratives that the bill's 

writers say are prerequisites to understanding contemporary 

society and culture.  The Senate education committee has the 

bill now.



1/16/2018 Charleston Town Center AM DRIVE N/A

The financially challenged Charleston Town Center is under 

new management. The real estate company CBRE Group will 

take over day to day operations. The property has been in 

receivership since the owners fell behind on a 93-million-dollar 

loan.

1/17/2018 Teachers Want Raise AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers want a raise. Educators rallied in Charleston this 

week, claiming the governor’s proposed one percent salary 

increase isn’t enough to keep up with the cost of living. They 

also voiced concerns about possible policy changes in 

seniority, vouchers, education saving accounts and charter 

schools. About 200 people attended the rally Monday at the 

State Capitol.

1/17/2018 Opioid Crisis Treatment AM DRIVE N/A

Scientists continue to look for ways to have a postive impact 

on the opioid crisis, and West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice 

describes recent work as a micro-implant treatment that is 

being developed at the West Virginia University Rockefeller 

Neuroscience Institute.  There will be two kinds of microchips 

that can be implanted in patients - one for addicts that would 

be injected in a patient's nerves, brain or spinal cord to block 

the signals that lead to the addictive behavior.  The other type 

of chip would be for chronic pain sufferers who are not 

addicted to painkillers and it would be implanted at the site of 

the pain, delivering non-opioid medicine and eliminating the 

need for pills. Testing could begin within a year.

1/18/2018 Parking Meter Rates Increase AM DRIVE N/A

Parking meter rates are going to change across Charleston, 

going up on some places and lowering in other spots.  The city 

council this week approved the changes that will raise parking 

rates downtown with the goal to alleviate congestion in the 

downtown are on Summers Street, Capitol Street, Hale Street 

and encourage people to park in under-utilized areas for less.  

Stickers will be put on parking meters letting customers know 

of the rate changes.  Crews will also install new smart parking 

meters in the downtown corridor.

1/18/2018 No Bags in Library AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Public Library doesn't want too many 

bags and backpacks inside the building.  A new policy 

becomes effective February 1, and will limit the number of 

bags carried in to three, and those bags have to be smaller 

than 2 feet by 2 feet.  And there's a ban on all bags with 

wheels, but baby strollers will be okay.  The library says in the 

pamphlets issued, that it's for the health and safety of 

everyone at the library, and to ensure safe access to the 

collections.

1/18/2018 Stop Issuing New Regulations AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice has ordered state agencies to stop issuing 

new regulations and review old ones to determine if they're 

outmoded or excessive and should be continued, modified or 

repealed.  He called for reviews of current regulations by Nov. 

1.  Justice wrote that continuing to reduce the heavy 

regulatory burden on West Virginians will promote the freedom 

fore more business pursuits.

1/19/2018 Invasive Pest AM DRIVE N/A

Department of Agriculture has established an email where the 

state's residents can send pictures and descriptions of a 

suspected invasive pest, as well as their locations and any 

related damage to buildings or plants.  Department officials 

say landowners who email information to 

bugbusters@wvda.us will be notified if their tip raises 

concerns and someone from the agency will visit the site. 

Agriculture authorities note two destructive insects, the Asian 

longhorned beetle and the spotted lanternfly, are on the watch 

list for invasive species in West Virginia.  Both are native to 

Asia.

1/19/2018

Dept. of Education and the 

Arts AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House Education Committee passed a bill 

Wednesday that would take apart the state Department of 

Education and the Arts, and send those duties to other areas.  

The Gazette-Mail reports the House Finance Committee has 

the bill now and will decide whether it advances.  A similar bill 

failed last year.

1/19/2018 Medicaid Budget AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Health and Human Resources Secretary Bill 

Crouch says $160 million in savings from the state's Medicaid 

program will be applied to other programs.  Improved 

efficiencies have helped the nearly $4 billion Medicaid budget.  

It's also received an increased share of federal support, 

freeing up state money that can go toward child protective 

services and cost increases at state hospitals and economic 

development.

01/21/18

Senior Corps Foster 

Grandparent Program Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With Director, Kim Good, we discussed how the Foster Grandparent 

Program helps tutor and mentor children in elementary and middle 

school. We also discussed how the program can be beneficial to 

improving a childs behavior.



1/22/2018 Tomblin Wildlife Management AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's fledgling elk herd will get another boost from a 

recreation area in Kentucky.  The Gazette-Mail reports that the 

Tomblin Wildlife Management Area in Logan and Mingo 

counties will receive 17 elk from Land Between the Lakes in 

Kentucky, which had extra animals and reached out to the WV 

Division of Natural Resources.  The natural resources division 

will pay the U.S. Forest Service $500 for each elk.  The DNR 

also has an arrangement in place to receive 70 elk from 

Arizona, and all of the animals will arrive in West Virginia in 

February and March.

1/22/2018 Later School Times AM DRIVE N/A

Kids will get to sleep a little later next fall…The Kanawha 

County School Board voted last night to push back start times. 

Under the new plan, high schoolers will start at 8:30, middle 

school students at 8 a.m., and elementary students at 7:30. 

Board of Education members reviewed sleep studies that 

show teenagers benefit from starting their school day later, 

resulting in better attendance and test scores.

1/23/2018 Hunting and Fishing Show AM DRIVE N/A

The annual West Virginia Huntington and Fishing Show returns 

to the Charleston Civic Center this weekend, starting Friday at 

noon.  They'll have exhibitors from the United States and 

Canada and as far as far away as Alaska, New Zealand, Spain 

and Africa, according to organizers.  Proceeds from the show, 

except for costs to run the event and club operating expenses, 

are donated to programs that promote hunting, fishing, wildlife, 

conservation and related educational activities, organizers said.

1/23/2018

Fewer Controlled Substances 

Dispensed AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia board report says state pharmacies dispensed 

31 million fewer controlled substances last year, a trend the 

board’s acting chief says is due to heightened awareness about 

prescription medication overdose deaths.  The Gazette-Mail 

reports the decline was the sharpest in a single year since the 

state started tracking powerful medications, down 11.7 percent 

from 2016 to 2017. That includes prescription painkillers, anti-

anxiety medication and amphetamines.  The most prescribed 

pain medication, hydrocodone, fell by 8.4 million tablets while 

oxycodone prescriptions decreased by 9.3 million.

1/24/2018 Carbon Monoxide Alarms AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County schools installed more than 500 carbon 

monoxide alarms this week in every school building.  It's a 

precaution after students and staff at Montrose Elementary in 

South Charleston were exposed to carbon monoxide after a 

leak in the school's cafeteria. No one was injured and that 

area of the school was closed.  Carbon monoxide detectors 

are not required in West Virginia schools, but Kanawha 

County school officials said they took the step to make sure 

students and staff are protected.

1/24/2018 Incentives for Businesses AM DRIVE N/A

A bill that would provide incentives for businesses to build on 

post-coal mine sites passed the Senate this week and heads 

to the House.  The bill would give a five year tax credit to 

people developing former coal mine sites and proponents say 

it's a way to diversify the economy and attract more 

businesses especially to southern West Virginia.  If the bill 

passes the House, the tax credits would start in January 2019 

for businesses with a minimum of 10 full-time employees.

1/25/2018 2016 Overdose Deaths AM DRIVE N/A

State health officials say analysis of West Virginia’s overdose 

deaths in 2016 “clearly identifies factors” in victim profiles that 

show opportunities for intervention before other deadly 

overdoses.  West Virginia has the nation’s highest drug 

overdose death rate and recorded 884 fatalities in 2016.  The 

analysis shows 91 percent of victims had documented history 

within the state’s program for monitoring addictive prescription 

drugs within the previous year, and 49 percent of the females 

filled a prescription within 30 days before they died.

1/25/2018 Gold Star Memorial AM DRIVE N/A

A Medal of Honor recipient has told West Virginia lawmakers 

that construction of a memorial on the Capitol grounds to 

honor Gold Star families will assure them their losses won't be 

forgotten.  Veteran Woody Williams told legislators in the 

Capitol on Wednesday that's the concern of the families of 

11,448 West Virginians killed in military service.  The Senate 

and House passed a resolution supporting the memorial.



1/26/2018 State Police Need Troopers AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia State Police is in need of troopers. The force is 

down about 50 troopers right now with more expected to retire 

next year.  No one has been hired in more than three years, 

putting staffing at a critically low level.   The department has 

613 troopers but has had nearly 700 in the past.  Captain 

Reggie Patterson of the West Virginia State Police said the 

demand to fill the void is essential and timely. Patterson says 

it cost about $600,000 dollars for every 10 troopers trained.  

With 20 troopers planning to retire next year, Patterson said 

he hopes the funding will be there in the future.  To see all the 

qualifications, visit the West Virginia State Police website.

1/26/2018 No CAMC Layoffs AM DRIVE N/A

CAMC posted a big loss in 2017, but no layoffs are expected.  

The CAMC group of hospitals lost $30 million last year and 

this year the Gazette-Mail reports they plan to save money 

this year by not adding new jobs in food services and the 

warehouse.  Nursing and patient care are expected to remain 

at the current level and no facilities will be closed.  There are 

also savings through attrition.  CAMC includes CAMC 

General, CAMC Memorial Hospital, CAMC Teays Valley 

Hospital and CAMC Women and Children’s Hospital, and 

more patients are expected this year.

01/28/18 WV Alzheimer's Association Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00AM 30 minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed the 

importance of regular doctor checkups and how listeners can become 

involved in the program through volunteering. 

1/29/2018 Film Tax Credit AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates voted Friday to repeal 

the states film tax credit after a heated debate on the floor.  

The film tax credit was a tool the state used to bring 

filmmakers to the state, but a study found the credit wasn't 

having an economic benefit.  There was a mixture of opinion 

on whether it should be kept or repealed.  One delegate said 

they hope the state revisits this issue.  The film tax credit bill 

now goes back to the Senate for a formality, then it will be sent 

to Gov. Jim Justice.

1/29/2018 AEP Tax Relief Request AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Public Works board has rejected 

Appalachian Power Co.'s tax relief request that said unusually 

mild weather hurt the company's 2017 earnings.  The Gazette-

Mail reported the board unanimously approved recommended 

2018 assessed values for property owned by utilities which 

effectively rejected Appalachian Power Co.'s request. An 

Appalachian Power spokeswoman said the rejection won't 

immediately affect electric rates.

1/30/2018 Elk Coming to WV AM DRIVE N/A

Dozens of elk rounded up in grasslands of a northern Arizona 

wildlife area are waiting to be trucked to a new home in West 

Virginia.  Wildlife officials netted 60 elk from the Raymond 

Wildlife Area about 30 miles southeast of Flagstaff, then used 

a helicopter sling to take them to a holding pen for a month-

long quarantine, according to the Arizona Daily Sun.  West 

Virginia contacted Arizona about getting elk several months 

ago because the state's population is one of the few that are 

free of diseases like tuberculosis and chronic wasting disease. 

The elk will be released in two wildlife management areas that 

amount to 40,000 acres, and the goal is to bring in 250 elk 

over the next four to five years.

1/30/2018

First Responders to Carry 

Firearms AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates has unanimously 

passed legislation allowing properly trained first responders to 

carry firearms.  The bill would allow emergency service 

personnel, firefighters and ambulance drivers to carry firearms 

when working if they pass a state police academy firearms 

course and maintain that certification.  The bill also allows 

government agencies to reimburse participants for the cost of 

training.  The state Senate will next consider the bill, and 

Senators killed similar legislation last year.

1/31/2018 Teachers Threatening Strike AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers in Mingo, Wyoming, and Logan Counties are 

threatening to go on strike Friday morning. The teachers 

biggest concerns are salaries and the Public Employees 

Insurance Agencies’ program called GO-365. Governor 

Justice said last night that the program will now be 100-

percent voluntary.

1/31/2018 Workers Final Paycheck AM DRIVE N/A

Employers could deduct from a worker's final paycheck the 

cost of unreturned company equipment and uniforms valued 

at $100 or more, under legislation passed Monday by West 

Virginia's House.  The bill would apply where employees sign 

an agreement to take care of the company property like an 

iPhone or uniform. They would have an additional 10 days to 

return it.



2/1/2018 Court Spending AM DRIVE N/A

Eyewitness News continues its investigation into court 

spending, looking now at meal costs.  WCHS TV says 

documents and receipts from 2016 and 2017 revealed the 

court spent $19,324 taxpayer dollars in that two-year span on 

meals for justices, clerks, administrators, security personnel 

and other staffers.  For two years, the Supreme Court ordered 

out 108 times, buying a total of 1,141 lunches. Each of those 

outings cost taxpayers an average of $179.  The court said in 

a statement that the meal charges are related to working 

lunches for the court because they didn't take a lunch break.

2/1/2018 Yeager Airport Settlement AM DRIVE N/A

Mediation is planned for today and tomorrow to work toward a 

settlement after massive hillside slip at Yeager Airport in 2015.  

A $900,000 partial settlement was approved with Triad 

Engineering in September - that's one of the companies 

responsible for the runway extension project that led to the 

landslide.   Mediation today with other companies involved 

could lead to more resolution.  Airport officials hope to entire 

issue resolved by 2019.

2/2/2018

Prescription Painkiller 

Shipments AM DRIVE N/A

Over the past decade, out-of-state drug companies shipped 

20.8 million prescription painkillers to two pharmacies four 

blocks apart in a town with 2,900 people. The Gazette-Mail 

reported that the House Energy and Commerce Committee 

cited the shipments of hydrocodone and oxycodone to the 

town of Williamson, in Mingo County.  Letters have gone out 

asking regional drug wholesalers asking why the companies 

increased painkiller shipments and didn’t flag suspicious drug 

orders from pharmacies.  Lawmakers have vowed they'll 

continue to investigate drug oversight and distribution in the 

state.

2/2/2018 Clergy Performing Marriages AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's House has passed a bill that says clergy in the 

state don't have to perform marriages that don't conform to 

their beliefs and cannot be sued for refusing.   Some say the 

First Amendment already protects clergy against such 

infringement on beliefs.  Supporters say the bill will clarify 

state law.

02/04/18

Girl Scouts of the Black 

Diamond Council Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With CEO, Beth Casey, we discussed the skills girls can learn by joining 

the Girl Scouts such as money management, proficiency in social 

situations, and qualities of a good leader. We also discussed how 

listeners can get their hands on cookies through booth and phone app 

sales.

2/5/2018 1% Teacher Raise Approved AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's Senate approved a bill Friday to give teachers 

annual pay raises of 1 percent over a four-year period, but 

many say it's not enough.  The bill, which amounts to raises of 

about $400 per year for teachers starting July 1, now heads to 

the House of Delegates.  The vote came as teachers from 

Logan, Mingo and Wyoming counties held a one-day walkout 

to rally at the Capitol seeking pay raises and better health 

benefits.  According to the National Education Association, 

West Virginia teachers earn an average salary of $45,622, 

which ranks 48th among the states. The national average is 

$58,353.

2/5/2018 PEIA Public Hearings AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice says the West Virginia Public Employees 

Insurance Agency finance board will conduct public hearings 

this month on his proposal to change its policy to reduce 

premiums for families that have two state incomes, including 

teachers.  Under Justice's proposal, premiums for families 

with more than one state employee would be based on half of 

their combined state income. That would result in significantly 

lower premiums compared to increases scheduled to start on 

July 1. According to the governor's office, Justice's proposal 

pertains to 5,120 state employees.    Hearings have been 

scheduled for Feb. 12 in Charleston, Feb. 13 in Morgantown 

and Feb. 14 in Beckley.  The finance board is scheduled to 

meet on Feb. 20 to consider acting on the proposal.

2/6/2018 Block Grant Expanded AM DRIVE N/A

An expansion of a block grant program will mean more than 

$1.5 million for broadband internet projects in West Virginia.  

Gov. Jim Justice says a dozen projects are aimed at providing 

high-speed internet more than 300,000 homes in Gilmer, 

Hampshire, Jackson, Mingo, Morgan, Tyler, Webster and 

Wyoming counties. In all, Justice says 27 rural counties will 

benefit from the broadband development. Justice also says 

$10.6 million in block grants will be spent on water and sewer 

projects in nine counties. The funds come from the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development and are 

managed by the West Virginia Development Office.



2/6/2018 Sugar Calculator Website AM DRIVE N/A

A new interactive website aims to help choose healthier 

options and move away from sugary sodas.  

RethinkYourDrinkWV.com just launched, and you can type in 

a favorite beverage and then explore better choices after it 

goes through a sugar calculator. The website's goal is to 

become a  resource for families, schools, churches and fitness 

experts around West Virginia.

2/7/2018 Opioid Abuse Plan AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia will take a different approach to an opioid 

epidemic with stepped-up efforts focusing on two of the state’s 

55 counties, according to Gov. Jim Justice.  The governor 

says West Virginia doesn't have enough funding to fight the 

epidemic in all 55 counties. Although statewide efforts will 

continue, the state will team with West Virginia University to 

assemble a plan that works. The state plans to spend at least 

$10 million to create a model that will be tested in the two 

counties still to be determined. One county will be in the 

southern part of the state; Justice said he prefers Wyoming 

County. The other will be either in the north or in the Eastern 

Panhandle.

2/7/2018 Abortion Rights AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia legislative committee advanced a proposed 

amendment to the state constitution that would authorize 

lawmakers to restrict abortion rights.  The resolution, approved 

by the Senate Judiciary Committee by voice vote, would 

require two-thirds passage by both the Senate and House and 

a voter referendum to take effect.

2/8/2018 Crime to Waste Game AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House has voted to make it a crime to 

waste game by leaving carcasses or just taking trophies such 

as heads, claws or feathers.  The bill, passed on Monday, 

would set fines ranging from $500 to $2,500 for big game, 

meaning deer, bear, boars and turkeys. Hunting and fishing 

licenses would be suspended for five years.  Penalties would 

range from $100 to $1,000 for other animals.  All could mean 

10 to 100 days in jail.

2/8/2018 Town Hall Meetings AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Jim Justice says he’s “all in on education.” The 

governor held two town hall meetings this week to discuss 

public education issues. West Virginia teachers have staged 

rallies over pay and health care issues. Justice mentioned the 

possibility of placing a moratorium on changes to health care 

benefits for this legislative session to allow more time to 

evaluate the problems.

2/9/2018 Gun Carrying Conditions AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate has unanimously passed a bill 

clarifying certain gun carrying conditions.  The Register-Herald 

reports Senate Bill 244 revises several conditions including 

when concealed carry permit holders can store guns in cars at 

public schools and retired law enforcement officers can carry 

on school property or at school events. The bill bars people 

from legally having a firearm at a school or school-sponsored 

function or on a school bus.  It also changed language 

requiring guns to be stored in locked glove boxes to allow for 

storage in a glove box or locked container securely fixed to the 

vehicle, such as the trunk. The bill is headed to the House.

2/9/2018 State Tax Collections AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia officials say weaker results in January have 

caused state tax collections for the first seven months of the 

fiscal year to lag 1 percent behind original estimates.  Figures 

show collections of $393 million for the state's general 

revenue fund in January were $28.2 million, or 6.7 percent, 

short of estimates for the month and were 2 percent behind 

January 2017 collections. There were lower-than-expected 

corporate, consumer sales and severance tax receipts last 

month to offset higher collections of personal income taxes.  

Still, actual collections through the first seven months of the 

fiscal year are 4.3 percent ahead of collections compared to 

the year-earlier period.

2/12/2018 Black Lung Disease Study AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia University researcher says he has been 

seeing a steady stream of coal miners from southern West 

Virginia with both simple black lung disease and the more 

advanced form called progressive massive fibroses.  Dr. Carl 

Werntz sees patients at his clinic in Morgantown and at the 

Cabin Creek Clinic in Dawes.  There's a cluster of 416 cases 

of complicated black lung disease from three Appalachian 

clinics from 2013 to 2017 among 11,200 miners observed.  

Werntz says higher amounts of silica dust in the air, difficult 

airflow and longer exposure to dust increase risk and may be 

contributing to the high prevalence.



2/12/2018 Teacher Health Insurance AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice confirms teachers and other West Virginia 

public employees will see their health insurance coverage 

unchanged for the next 17 months with his administration 

finding another $29 million to support the cost.  Teachers have 

protested low pay, small proposed raises and insurance rate 

hikes expected starting July 1.  Justice says it's prudent right 

now to stay with his proposal to guarantee teachers 1 percent 

raises each of the next five years, more later if the state 

economy keeps improving.

2/13/2018 Golden Trout Stocked AM DRIVE N/A

Anglers in West Virginia will be pulling more golden trout from 

the state’s lakes and streams this spring.  The Gazette-Mail 

reports that in early April, state natural resources officials will 

change the color of the trout they stock in Mountain State 

waters. Instead of drab-colored brook, brown and rainbow 

trout, they’ll be golden rainbow trout.  Workers with the 

Division of Natural Resources will stock about 25,000 golden 

trout from April 2-6, at 30 waters throughout the state.

2/13/2018 Prison Guard Raises AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's House has voted unanimously to raise the 

salaries of jail and prison guards by $6,000 over three years in 

an effort to fill hundreds of vacancies and reduce turnover.  

Corrections officials worried that low pay remained a 

fundamental problem despite a small raise that increased 

starting pay to $11.87 an hour or $24,664 a year.  The $2,000 

annual raises backed by the governor would begin with the 

new state fiscal year on July 1.  Delegate Tom Fast, a 

Fayetteville Republican, said the state pays $15,000 to train 

correction officers and about half currently leave within the first 

year and a half.

2/14/2018 Sewer Pipeline Project AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Justice has put a sewer line project in Fayette County on 

hold to give the EPA time to finish an environmental reports.  

The project is on a line running from the old Arbuckle PSD 

sewer plant to the Oak Hill sewer plant in the Minden area, 

and comes as a response to issues raised by neighbors in the 

area. The governor said he wants to protect public health, and 

they're stopping the sewer line extension until they know more 

about the situation.  The governor is also supporting a 

recommendation from the EPA to have an area in Minden 

added to the National Priorities List for designation as a 

Superfund clean-up site.

2/14/2018 Teachers Want Fix Not Freeze AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia teachers and public employees say they want a 

fix, not a freeze for the state insurance plan. The first of three 

public hearings by the PEIA finance board was held Monday 

night, and there was a capacity crowd at the University of 

Charleston. Many spoke out against freezing the current 

insurance plan, as the Governor has proposed, but instead 

want it fully funded. Another hearing was held last night in 

Morgantown, and the third of three hearings will happen 

tonight in Beckley.

2/15/2018 Teacher Strike Warning AM DRIVE N/A

Administrators are warning that the raises approved this week 

by the state legislature will not avert a teachers' strike.  The 

West Virginia House of Delegates approved a pay raise bill 

Tuesday for teachers, school service personnel and State 

Police. The bill passed by a vote of 98 to 1. It now goes to the 

Senate for consideration. Under the bill, teachers, school 

service personnel and State Police would get a 2 percent raise 

this year and teachers would get additional 1 percent raises 

over the next three years. State Police and school personnel 

would also get a 1 percent raise next year. A teachers' strike is 

still looming, with a protest planned for Saturday at the State 

Capitol.

2/15/2018

Yeager Airport Worst in 

Country AM DRIVE N/A

A travel website says Yeager Airport is one of the worst in the 

country.  Frommers.com says the Charleston airport ranks 

9th, mainly because of its precarious location on a flattened 

hilltop.  The website also made mention of past landslides and 

called it dangerous because overshooting the runway could 

mean going over the edge.  Terry Sayre, Yeager’s executive 

director, told the Gazette-Mail that the airport is safe, and that 

the rating is undeserved.

2/16/2018 Social Media School Threat AM DRIVE N/A

The person responsible for the social media threat toward 

George Washington High School Thursday has been 

identified, and police said they're taking the necessary 

precautions.  Extra patrols were added around the school 

Thursday morning, and classes went on as scheduled.  Some 

parents chose to keep their kids out of school anyway, after 

being alerted to the threat Wednesday night.



2/16/2018 Public Employees Protest AM DRIVE N/A

Public school employees in several counties today are 

protesting at the State Capitol.  Among them --Lincoln, Clay, 

Mason, Cabell and Wayne counties.  Those schools are 

shutting down today.  Logan, Mingo and Wyoming county 

school employees were involved in a similar effort earlier this 

month.  School employees want bigger raises than the 

government has proposed, and they're protesting increases in 

insurance premiums.  Without long term solutions, a strike is 

looming.

02/18/18 WV Alzheimer's Association Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease.

2/19/2018 Teacher Walkout AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers across West Virginia will hold a walkout Thursday 

and Friday as a response to the West Virginia legislature's 

inaction on PEIA and teacher pay. WCHS TV reports the 

decision to hold the walkout was announced Saturday by the 

American Federal of Teachers-West Virginia and the West 

Virginia Education Association at a rally at the West Virginia 

State Capitol complex. Around 10,000 teachers and state 

workers from around the state braved the rain and cold to 

attend the rally in front of the West Virginia Capitol Saturday 

afternoon.  Due to the walkout, there could be no school on 

Feb. 22 and 23 if county superintendents decide to cancel 

classes.

2/19/2018 Rape Kit Processing AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s Senate has unanimously approved legislation 

intended to speed processing of DNA lab testing by 

authorizing the State Police to use outside contractors for 

criminal identification including rape kits. The bill would give 

the Marshall University Forensic Science Center the first 

opportunity to do the work.   Sen. Mike Woelfel said currently 

the average delay for processing rape kits is 440 days.  It also 

would authorize correctional authorities to use “reasonable 

force” to get DNA samples from felons who decline to provide 

saliva swabs.  Their information is collected for the state 

database, where it can be matched against DNA taken from 

victims of rape and other crimes.

2/20/2018 State of Emergency AM DRIVE N/A

With rivers cresting because of recent rains, Gov. Jim Justice 

issued a state of emergency for West Virginia’s 55 counties.  

The National Guard has been called out to several places to 

help with issues related to flooding, and they'll continue to be 

ready and the State Emergency Operations Center is on 

enhanced watch status. Rock slides are a problem expected 

to continue this week.

2/20/2018

Chemical Spill Lawsuit 

Deadline AM DRIVE N/A

Tomorrow is the deadline to file a claim in the class-action 

lawsuit over the January 2014 water spill.  The settlement lets 

you file a simple claim form and get $550 for the first resident 

and $180 for each additional resident. You can also file 

another form and provide receipts for expenses like bottled 

water or lost food.  There are other categories for women who 

were pregnant at the time, and for business owners to receive 

part of the $151 million settlement.  Go 

towww.wvwaterclaims.comto file by Wednesday.

2/21/2018 Annual Budget Surpluses AM DRIVE N/A

With teachers and other public workers planning a statewide 

walkout Thursday and Friday over pay and benefits, West 

Virginia's House Finance Committee has advanced legislation 

that would dedicate part of annual budget surpluses to help 

fund their health insurance.  The bill unanimously approved 

Monday would dedicate 20 percent of general revenue 

surpluses to stabilize the Public Employees Insurance 

Agency. The full House has passed legislation to transfer $29 

million from the rainy day fund to freeze those insurance rates 

in the fiscal year that starts July 1.  No word yet on how this 

will affect the planned walkouts.

2/21/2018 Flu Season Continues AM DRIVE N/A

Flu season continues to keep kids out of school and parents 

out of work, and health experts say the worst of the flu period 

could run for another month.  To lessen the blow and try to 

keep it at bay, they're offering free flu shots tomorrow.  The 

Kanawha County Commission and the Kanawha Charleston 

Health Department will be offering free flu shots on Thursday, 

February 22nd on a KRT bus at the Transit Mall in Charleston  

from 10 AM until 1 PM. The Kanawha County Commission is 

covering the cost.



2/22/2018 Gun Ban Law AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston Mayor Danny Jones said he may close recreation 

centers or disallow school programming in them if a Senate 

gun bill becomes law.  The Gazette-Mail reported Charleston 

Attorney Paul Ellis said Senate Bill 244 appears to allow guns 

in school-owned and leased buildings outside of school 

functions. The bill said guns are prohibited on school grounds 

if the school has a written policy allowing firearms or weapons 

and would amend state law to prohibit guns at certain school-

sponsored functions during the duration of the function.

2/22/2018 Land Possession Hearing AM DRIVE N/A

A federal judge has refused to postpone a hearing in a lawsuit 

brought by developers seeking possession of land in several 

Virginia counties for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project.  

Developers want possession of several properties for the 

natural gas pipeline, which would run through West Virginia, 

Virginia and North Carolina.  The judge declined Monday to 

postpone a Feb. 26 hearing regarding land in Bath County, but 

he ordered developers to turn over more information and gave 

property owners more time to respond. Disputes over land in 

other counties also will be addressed at next Monday’s 

hearing.  Developers say federal environmental regulations 

require completion of any tree felling by March 14, and that 

missing that deadline would push back construction until 

November.

2/23/2018 Teacher Walkout Begins AM DRIVE N/A

Thousands of teachers and school service personnel in West 

Virginia began the first day of a two-day walkout Thursday, 

ignoring a threat by the state attorney general that their action 

is illegal and showing their continued dissatisfaction over pay 

and health insurance issues.  WCHS TV reported teachers 

holding up signs outside of Riverside High School in Eastern 

Kanawha County were greeted by honks from passing 

motorists. The work stoppage continues today and all 55 West 

Virginia counties have closed schools.  In addition to 

Riverside, teachers also grouped along Corridor G and at the 

State Capitol on Thursday.

2/23/2018 Patriot Flag AM DRIVE N/A

After a stop in Charleston this week, a special flag is heading 

next to Kentucky.  The Patriot Flag made a stop Wednesday 

at the State Capitol steps in Charleston as part of a journey 

across America.  The flag honors men and women who were 

first responders and those who lost their lives in the terrorist 

attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.  West Virginia was the 20th stop for 

the flag, and it heads next to Frankfort, Kentucky.

2/26/2018

Teacher Work Stoppage 

Continues AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Education Association President Dale Lee says 

the statewide teacher work stoppage will continue today 

because employees are not satisfied with results at the capitol 

and schools are closed again.  Each county's superintendent 

is making the call about school closures.  Teachers from 

around the state flooded the West Virginia State Capitol on 

Thursday and Friday, and Lee said he expects they will do the 

same today.  Lee, and other union leaders said they do not 

know how long the work stoppage will continue, but said they 

will evaluate their progress and negotiations on Monday to see 

what their next move will be.

2/26/2018 Deer and Bear Tracking AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's Senate unanimously approved legislation 

Friday that allows leashed dogs to track mortally wounded 

deer or bear.  The bill now goes to the House.  It would revise 

the current law that prohibits using dogs to hunt or chase deer, 

and says that only the hunter may kill the wounded animal, 

which would count toward the hunter's bag limit.

2/26/2018 Coal Mine Water Pollution AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate voted unanimously for a bill that 

would delete a section of state law governing water pollution 

by surface coal mining.  The bill would cut a requirement that 

the mining company get certification afterward that it mitigated 

damage to streams or more than 250 acres of watershed.  The 

provision says mitigation costs cannot exceed $200,000 per 

acre. Sponsors say the bill conforms state law to federal law.

2/27/2018

National Guard Called for 

Floods AM DRIVE N/A

The National Guard was again called in to help with flooding.  

Gov. Jim Justice directed state emergency officials and the 

West Virginia National Guard to help with flooding with the 

most recent rains.  According to the governor’s office, both the 

Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management and the National Guard are monitoring weather 

and hydrology reports with Guard units staging equipment and 

personnel in areas with increased flooding risk.



2/27/2018

Gov. Justice Wants Teachers 

Back in Classroom AM DRIVE N/A

A statewide walkout by West Virginia teachers and school 

service personnel continues over pay, health insurance and 

educational issues. Gov. Jim Justice said teachers need to be 

back in the classroom - period, during an interview with 

Eyewitness News.  On Monday, Justice said at a town hall at 

Wheeling Park High School he will call a special legislative 

session to explore a possible severance tax on natural gas 

that could provide a long-term solution for funding PEIA.  

Union leaders say teachers have not seen appropriate 

progress on vital issues and that's why the walkout continues.

2/28/2018

Teachers Receive Five Percent 

Raise AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice announced yesterday evening 

that teachers will receive a 5 percent raise in the first year and 

are expected back in class by Thursday.  The governor said 

today will be a "cooling off period” because some counties had 

already canceled school before the announcement. According 

to his proposal, all state employees will receive a three 

percent raise, and any employees related to education will 

receive an additional two percent raise.

2/28/2018 Police Department Grants AM DRIVE N/A

Grant funds will help the Huntington police department.  

Interim Police Chief Hank Dial says the department will get 

five new police cruisers along with new SWAT helmets and 

cameras for officers that will record everything the officer does 

adn encounters while on patrol.  Grant funds help make the 

purchases possible.

3/1/2018 School Make-up Days AM DRIVE N/A

School districts across West Virginia will have to decide how 

to make up the missed days from the teacher work stoppage.  

Canceling spring break hasn't been ruled out in some 

counties, including Kanawha and Wayne County schools.  

Administrators in Cabell, Mason, and Putnam counties say 

they have no plans to cancel spring break.  Plans will be 

announced soon.

3/1/2018 Yeager Safety Repairs AM DRIVE N/A

Yeager Airport’s collapsed runway safety area will undergo 

repairs. Two years ago a landslide damaged the runway. 

Construction could begin as early as April. Its part of an over 

22-million-dollar project that will include improvements to the 

runway and a new instrument landing system. Final approval 

from the Airport board was the last hurdle for the repairs to 

officially get underway this spring.

3/2/2018 Opioid Lawsuit Support AM DRIVE N/A

The Justice Department says it will support local officials in 

hundreds of lawsuits against manufacturers and distributors of 

opioid painkillers that are fueling the nation’s drug abuse 

crisis.  The move is part of a broader effort to more 

aggressively target prescription drugmakers for their role in 

the epidemic. The Justice Department will file a statement of 

interest in the multidistrict lawsuit, arguing the federal 

government has borne substantial costs as a result of the 

crisis that claimed more than 64,000 lives in 2016.  It could 

increase the role of the federal government in talks aimed at 

reaching a settlement between government entities, drug-

makers, distributors and others.

3/2/2018 Pregnant Women who Smoke AM DRIVE N/A

The Centers for Disease control says West Virginia has the 

highest number of pregnant women who smoke. A new report 

shows that one in 14 pregnant women smoke nationwide, but 

that number is much higher in the Mountain State. More than 

25-percent of pregnant women smoked in West Virginia.

3/5/2018 Teacher Pay Raise Agreement AM DRIVE N/A

After the House did not agree with the Senate's amended bill 

on Saturday, the two sides will  in a group that includes three 

members from the House and three from the Senate to work 

out the differences.  One bill allows for a 5% pay raise and the 

other a 4% raise.  This will happen this morning as the Senate 

has adjourned until 11 am today.  Schools have been closed 

and classes canceled for seven days so far. The Senate has 

adjourned until 11am this morning.

3/5/2018 Tax Collections AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia tax authorities say February collections were 8.1 

percent higher than the same month last year and $8 million 

above their budget estimate.  For the first eight months of the 

fiscal year, general fund taxes total $2.6 billion or about $17.5 

million lower than projections.  Revenue Secretary Dave 

Hardy says the state is experiencing a 4.7 percent growth 

rate, compared with an average of 1.3 percent last year.  For 

February, personal income taxes and severance taxes on 

coal, oil and natural gas accounted for the biggest increases.



3/6/2018 Teacher Raise Committee AM DRIVE N/A

A conference committee met Monday to try to iron out 

differences between Senate and House bills that would give 

teachers a raise, and adjourned without making a decision but 

said they will meet again.  If the conference committee cannot 

reach an agreement about the bill giving teachers a five 

percent pay raise, the bill would die and the original pay raise 

passed by the Legislature and signed by the governor would 

go into effect. In that bill, teachers would get a 2 percent raise 

the first year and 1 percent each of the following two years. 

The conference committee said Monday it's taking a careful 

look at the numbers before making a decision.

3/6/2018

PROMISE Scholarship 

Deadline AM DRIVE N/A

With the teacher strike, students weren't in school when the 

PROMISE Scholarship deadline passed and one lawmaker 

wants an extension.  Delegate Jill Upson, R-Jefferson, said 

she asked the state Higher Education Policy Commission to 

extend the March 1 deadline for applying for the PROMISE 

Scholarship, and if the request is granted the new deadline 

would be seven days after the strike has ended.

3/7/2018 Students Back in School AM DRIVE N/A

Students are back in class today after 9 school days missed 

due to the teacher work stoppage, and districts are resuming 

all normal activities and operating on the usual schedules.  

The Kanawha County school board issued a Tweet yesterday 

saying they'll address makeup days in the next several days.

3/7/2018 Dirty Needles AM DRIVE N/A

Dirty needles are a growing problem, and cities and towns are 

trying to figure out what to do about it.  Charleston police say 

they found more than one-hundred needles in a storage 

facility behind a business on Virginia Street. Police say 

someone broke in the storage facility and had been sleeping 

there. Mayor Danny Jones has also voiced concerns on the 

needles in public places.  Dunbar Police Chief Jess Bailes 

says the Neighborhood Watch will meet Thursday at 6 p.m. in 

the basement of City Hall with a special program presented by 

the state Department of Health and Human Resources about 

how to properly handle the discovery of a dirty needle if found 

in a public area or on their personal property.

3/8/2018

Teacher Raise Means Budget 

Cuts AM DRIVE N/A

The funding for the five percent pay raise for teachers and all 

state employees will mean budget cuts in other areas.  The 

Gazette-Mail reports paying for the raises without raising taxes 

or fees required cuts by at least $82 million which wiped out 

funding increases requested by the governor for other 

projects.  Some of the cuts came from economic development 

incentives and tourism and marketing campaigns.

3/8/2018 School Make-up Days AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Board of Education is looking to find 

ways to make up missed instruction time during a nine-day 

teacher strike.  Superintendent Ron Duerring said this week 

that the board may need to take some days away from spring 

break, but it hasn’t made a final decision.Teachers won't get 

paid for the make-up days, according to WCHS TV.  A final 

plan for the makeup days will be announced soon.

3/9/2018 Lost Instructional Time AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers and students will have to make up nine days of lost 

instructional time as a result of the historic nine-day statewide 

work stoppage, and many counties will be converting spring 

break to classroom time.  The state superintendent told 

MetroNews the nine days must be made up.  School 

employees were paid for the days and all of the days have to 

be made up, according to Steve Paine.  Options include giving 

up part of spring break, or extending the school year at the 

end of the school calendar in June. The state Board of 

Education will be providing guidance to county school 

districts, but ultimately each district makes its own decision.

3/9/2018 Needle Exchange Program AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department is implementing 

changes to its controversial needle exchange program. 

Starting now a client must show identification and pick up 

syringes in person. In the past, clients could pick up clean 

needles for others, and first responders and Charleston police 

have raised concerns about the number of needles on the 

streets. The changes follow an internal review after city 

officials called for the program to be dismantled.  Charleston 

Mayor Danny Jones has proposed making needle possession 

illegal again. Charleston City Council is expected to vote on 

the measure later this month.



03/11/18 WV 1-800 Gambler Program Newsmaker Sun. - 5:ooam 30 minutes

With Communications Director, Sheila Moran, since March is National 

Problem Gambling Awareness Month, we discussed symptoms of 

problem gambling and how their twenty-four seven program can 

assist those in need. We also disspelled many myths that gamblers 

feel help them win.

3/12/2018

Work Requirement for Food 

Stamps AM DRIVE N/A

The state Senate voted to impose the federal 20-hour weekly 

work requirement for many food stamp recipients statewide.  It 

would apply to people ages 18 to 49.  Right now, 46 of West 

Virginia's 55 counties have waivers from the work 

requirement.  Advocates said it will help eliminate fraud and 

get people back to work, even if only volunteer work.  

Opponents said it will push struggling poor people out of the 

food stamps program and increase demand on food pantries.  

They say that was the main effect of a nine-county pilot 

program.

3/12/2018 STEM Institute AM DRIVE N/A

The Governor’s STEM Institute is taking applications.  It's a 

free program for students currently in the seventh and eighth 

grades, for an academic boost in the science, technology, 

engineering and math fields.  The sessions for seventh-

graders are set for June 25 to July 3 and July 5 to 13, both at 

West Virginia University. The eighth-grader session is July 22 

to Aug. 4 at Green Bank Observatory.  Applications and more 

information are available online and students can check with 

their school counselors for the deadline.

3/13/2018 Budget Bill Details AM DRIVE N/A

More details about the budget bill...West Virginia’s House and 

Senate have unanimously approved a budget for the state 

government with $4.38 billion in general revenues for the fiscal 

year starting July 1, including raises for teachers, prison 

guards and many other state workers.  Legislators say it 

contains no new taxes.  They attribute the $156 million of 

higher spending than the current budget mainly to the pay 

packages, plus funding to freeze workers’ health care 

premiums, deductibles and co-payments under the Public 

Employees Insurance Agency.  Guards at the state’s jails and 

prisons, which have been chronically understaffed, will get 

three annual $2,000 pay increases.

3/13/2018 PEIA Task Force AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice has added six somen to the PEIA Task Force 

and it will now have 29 members. School employees said 

concerns about premiums and benefits were one of the chief 

issues during the walkout. A 16-month freeze was approved 

for PEIA while a long-term fix is sought. The Justice chief of 

staff, Mike Hall, will chair the task force and its first meeting is 

scheduled for 2 p.m. today at the state Capitol.

3/14/2018 Charleston Spending Plan AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston will vote on its new spending plan next week, and 

one of the things that's potentially being added is a new 

ambulance.  Charleston City Council members will vote next 

week on the new budget, and most things will stay the same.  

One thing that will be different is the refuse fee, going up from 

$15 to $18.  The new ambulance is needed to keep up with 

growth, and part of the money for that could come from a 

surplus leftover from last fiscal year.  The budget is up for a 

vote on Tuesday March 20.

3/14/2018 Parking Garage Dispute AM DRIVE N/A

The owners of a parking garage and the owners of Town 

Center Mall have an ongoing dispute, and this week a judge 

issued a temporary restraining order against the owners of the 

parking garage. The Gazette-Mail reports the restraining order 

will prevent the garage owners from spending money outside 

of its day-to-day operations until Kanawha Circuit Judge 

Joanna Tabit rules on whether to place the parking garage into 

a receivership. A hearing on that question is set for March 28.

3/15/2018 EMPOWER School Walkout AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia students and teachers took part in yesterday’s 

national school walkout. EMPOWER, the group organizing the 

protest, said it lasted for 17 minutes in honor of the 17 people 

killed in the Florida school shooting, and advocated for stricter 

gun control laws.  Thousands of students nationwide joined 

together to mark the moment.

3/15/2018 PEIA Task Force First Meeting AM DRIVE N/A

The first PEIA task force meeting was held yesterday to 

establish committees for each aspect of finding a fix to the 

Public Employees Insurance Agency.  Three committees were 

formed by the task force. One is for coverage and plan review, 

the second for cost and revenue, and the third is for legislative 

and public outreach.  PEIA Director Ted Cheatham said the 

input from this task force will either validate how PEIA works 

currently or make improvements.



3/16/2018 West Side Revitalization AM DRIVE N/A

The Charleston Urban Renewal Authority is putting together a 

plan to revitalize Charleston's West Side, and they'll choose a 

firm to help with that at its regular meeting next month.  The 

agency is evaluating its 2008 West Side Community Renewal 

Plan and several consulting firms have submitted bids.  The 

Gazette-Mail reports the board in October voted to re-evaluate 

the plan and possibly amend the boundaries of the urban 

renewal district on the West Side, and that could involve 

public meetings.  CURA meets next at 9 a.m. on April 11.

3/16/2018

Kanawha Communities That 

Care AM DRIVE N/A

A community group is getting involved in the effort to get used 

needles off the streets.  There's an 88 percent return rate from 

the Kanawha-Charleston Health Department’s needle 

exchange program, but that leaves twelve percent on the 

streets and within reach of kids.  Some of the places where 

needles are turning up - playgrounds, and under the bridges, 

and also by the Capitol Market. Kanawha Communities That 

Care is a group that will send volunteers out on St. Patrick's 

Day to raise awareness and clean up syringes.  No one under 

18 will be allowed, but the group will meet at 8 a.m. Saturday 

in the Plaza East parking lot. You can sign up through the 

Kanawha Communities That Care Facebook page.

3/19/2018

Pharmaceutical Company 

Lawsuit AM DRIVE N/A

Two West Virginia counties have joined numerous others in 

suing pharmaceutical companies, drugstores and the West 

Virginia Board of Pharmacy over the state's opioid crisis.  The 

Exponent Telegram reports that Barbour and Taylor counties 

have hired lawyers to seek temporary and permanent 

restraining orders to curb practices they say are fueling the 

crisis, restitution, punitive damages and an insurance award 

from the Board of Pharmacy.  The lawsuits say the 

defendants, including McKesson, AmerisourceBergen and 

Cardinal, knew opioids were addictive, yet still flooded the 

state with the drugs through unscrupulous practices.  The 

pharmaceutical companies have denied similar claims.

3/19/2018 Elk Restoration AM DRIVE N/A

Five dozen Arizona elk recently traveled to the Tomblin 

Wildlife Management Area in a partnership with the West 

Virginia Division of Natural Resources. Wildlife managers and 

volunteers used helicopters, trucks and net-loaded guns to 

collect the animals, which were shipped east in livestock 

trailers.  Elk were native to West Virginia, but have not been 

seen here in 150 years.  The goal of the reintroduction is to 

increase tourism through hunting.

3/20/2018

Lawsuit Settlement 

Distribution AM DRIVE N/A

How to distribute West Virginia’s share of a $33 million 

settlement from a subsidiary of Johnson and Johnson is still 

unclear. The WV Attorney General's office has filed an 

objection over the distribution plan.  The Gazette-Mail reports 

$400,000 would go to the West Virginia University College of 

Law to develop a training program for law  students, but the 

Attorney General's office recommended the settlement be 

paid to the West Virginia Center for Drug and Health 

Information, which is operated by WVU’s School of Pharmacy.  

A hearing is pending.

3/20/2018

Board of Funeral Service 

Examiners AM DRIVE N/A

The Board of Funeral Service Examiners will be revamped at 

the state level after a bill failed to pass during the legislative 

session.  The bill would have transferred the board’s duties 

and powers to the Secretary of State’s Office, but after the bill 

to transfer power failed, Governor Jim Justice will need to 

appoint an all-new state Board of Funeral Service Examiners.  

The Gazette-Mail reports a legislative audit suggested the 

state should terminate the board and transfer its duties and 

powers to another agency afyer Putnam County funeral home 

owner Chad Harding was allowed to maintain his license while 

being investigated for fraud.  Some current board members 

can be reappointed, but they'll have to be confirmed.

3/21/2018

Frontier Communications 

Vandalism AM DRIVE N/A

Frontier telecommunications says acts of vandalism disrupted 

service in three West Virginia cities, including interruptions to 

911 centers.  Frontier announced a $10,000 reward for 

information on the alleged theft or intentional damage to 

infrastructure in Hedgesville, Oceana and Fairmont this past 

Saturday.  About 1,400 Frontier Communications workers in 

West Virginia and Virginia have been on strike since March 4, 

after their union contract expired without a new agreement.

3/21/2018 Refuse Fee Increase AM DRIVE N/A

The cost of taking out the trash is going up. Charleston City 

Council approved an increase in the refuse fee this week. The 

rate hike will go from 15-dollars to 18-dollars a month. The 

increase will help the city pay for trash bag distribution.



3/22/2018 Unemployment Rates AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's unemployment rate is holding steady at five-

point-four percent. The February numbers showed a slight 

increase in unemployment. The goods-producing sector, 

logging and mining had employment increases while leisure 

and hospitality, education and financial activities declined.

3/22/2018 Public Corruption Unit AM DRIVE N/A

Federal prosecutors in southern West Virginia say multiple 

agencies are forming a unit to investigate public corruption 

and suspected violations of campaign and election laws.  U.S. 

Attorney Mike Stuart and other agencies announced this week 

the formation of a Public Integrity Special Investigations Unit.  

Among the agencies involved in the unit are the FBI, the IRS, 

the U.S. departments of Veterans Affairs, Defense and 

Homeland Security, state police and the state auditor's office.  

Stuart says the secretary of state's office will help investigate 

campaign and election law violations, plus the misuse of 

public funds and suspected criminal activity.

3/23/2018 PEIA Task Force Split AM DRIVE N/A

The PEIA Task Force is being split up into three 

subcommittees. The 29-member task force is charged with 

fixing the health insurance program for state workers. The 

workload is being subdivided into three smaller groups: Public 

outreach, cost and revenue, and coverage and plan. The next 

PEIA task force meeting is April 10th.

3/23/2018

West Virginia Considered 

Third Lease Innovative AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia is considered the third least innovative state in 

the country. The finance website Wallet Hub ranked the state 

48th in lowest share of STEM professionals, and 47th in 

lowest projected STEM job demand by 2020. Massachusetts 

ranked number one on the list, and Mississippi came in on the 

bottom.

3/23/2018

Yeager Airport Adds More 

Safety Measures AM DRIVE N/A

Yeager Airport may be adding new safety measures, including 

another law enforcement officers.  At a meeting this week the 

board talked about adding another officer that would have 

special training and work on special projects.  They're also 

considering adding a wildlife canine to keep rodents and 

geese off the runways.  The K-9 Flyaway Geese unit will cost 

$7,500 and the dog is in training now.  The Military and Public 

Safety board approved of both measures, but they will be 

brought to the full board on March 28 for final approval.

03/25/18

United Way of Central WV 

Earned Income Tax Credit 

Program Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With Program Director, Cassandra Curtis, we discussed how listeners 

can file for the Earned Income Tax Credit when filing their taxes. We 

also discussed how the tax credit helps under-privileged families 

afford reliable transportation and more. Cassandra also outlined 

upcoming deadlines to apply for the tax credit. 

3/26/2018 State Flags at Half Staff AM DRIVE N/A

Flags are at half staff at the Pratt Volunteer Fire Department 

after two firefighters were killed Saturday evening while 

responding to a bad accident on the West Virginia Turnpike.  

Three people were killed in the accident just after 5 p.m. 

Saturday when West Virginia State Police said a vehicle was 

traveling north bound in the south bound lane.  A man and 

woman in the car traveling in the wrong direction were killed in 

the crash, and another woman in a car that they hit was also 

killed.  The firefighters were on their way to that accident when 

their truck struck a rock face on the side of the road.  Three 

other firefighters were injured.  West Virginia State police are 

investigating both crashes.

3/26/2018

Office of Drug Control Policy 

Director Steps Down AM DRIVE N/A

Less than two months after being appointed as director of the 

West Virginia Office of Drug Control Policy, Michael Brumage 

has stepped down.  The state Department of Health and 

Human Resources said in a statement that Brumage's 

resignation Friday was effective immediately. He was 

appointed by Gov. Jim Justice on Feb. 5.  At the time of his 

appointment, Brumage was assistant dean for public health 

practice and service at West Virginia University's School of 

Medicine and the executive director of the Kanawha-

Charleston Health Department.  In a statement, Brumage said 

he could best serve people through his work with the West 

Virginia University School of Public Health and "away from the 

distractions of recent events."  Office of Drug Control Police 

program manager Susie Mullens was named interim director.



3/27/2018 Frontier Tentative Contract AM DRIVE N/A

A union representative said Monday that a tentative contract 

agreement has been reached with Frontier Communications to 

end a three-week strike by about 1,400 workers in West 

Virginia and parts of Virginia.  The Communications Workers 

of America’s District 2-13 said on its Facebook page that the 

agreement was reached Sunday.  District vice president Ed 

Mooney said the agreement will ensure that workers “will 

continue to have good, family supporting jobs” and will return 

to work by Wednesday.

3/27/2018

New Rules for Needle 

Exchange Program AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston city officials ramped up their issues with the 

Kanawha-Charleston Health Department's needle exchange 

program, saying they have implemented new rules for the 

program and the mayor wants an independent audit.  At a 

news conference Monday, they also announced that an 

undercover informant was given access to needles without an 

ID.  Charleston Mayor Danny Jones also said police officers 

had been inside the health department during the exchange of 

needles, but he is pulling them out.  Other new rules 

surrounding the needle exchange program will go into effect 

next Monday, April 2.

3/28/2018

FOIA Request for Needle 

Exchange Program AM DRIVE N/A

Not everyone is in favor of suspending the controversial 

needle exchange program.  The West Virginia Chapter of the 

American Civil Liberties Union plans to file a Freedom of 

Information Act request to get more information about 

conversations surrounding the program for accountability 

reasons. The Kanawha Charleston Health Department 

suspended its needle exchange portion of its HARM 

Reduction Program this week after Charleston Police Chief 

Steve Cooper announced new rules that the program would 

have been required to follow.

3/28/2018 Road to Prosperity Program AM DRIVE N/A

Drivers on I-64 in Charleston will see some orange cones out 

next month and delays may come with it.  The road work 

between Huntington and Charleston is part of Governor Jim 

Justice's Road to Prosperity program and there will be some 

lane closures and shifts for drivers.  Phase 1 will take place 

from Milton to Hurricane, and one lane in each direction will be 

closed.  Road work starts in mid-April and could last all year 

and maybe into early next. There's an open house to answer 

questions Thursday at Milton Middle School from 5 to 7 p.m.

3/29/2018 Toll Rates May Increase AM DRIVE N/A

Toll rates on the West Virginia Turnpike may be going up. The 

Parkways Authority is considering an option that would double 

the two-dollar rate that passenger cars pay at each tollbooth. 

The committee is also considering at 25-dollar flat fee for 

unlimited use of the Turnpike.  The proposed toll increases 

would be needed to pay for an anticipated $500 million bond 

issue.  The Gazette-Mail reports another finance committee 

meeting is set for next week at Tamarack in Beckley.

3/29/2018 Prescription Opioid Limit Bill AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Jim Justice has signed legislation to limit opioid 

prescriptions that doctors can prescribe to treat acute pain.  

The bill limits prescriptions to supplies lasting three, four or 

seven days, depending on who writes them.  It would also 

establish protocols for treating chronic pain and coordinate 

reporting between the state's pharmacy board and physician 

licensing boards to flag excessive prescriptions.  The law is 

effective June 7.  Pain medications for chronic pain patients, 

long-term cancer and hospice patients, or those in a nursing 

home or other long-term care facility, are unaffected.  West 

Virginia leads the nation in the rate of drug overdose deaths.

3/29/2018

WVU Offers Substance Abuse 

Treatment Minor AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia University will begin offering a new minor this 

fall aimed at preparing students to assist in substance use 

treatment and related areas.  The university’s College of 

Education and Human Services’ minor in addiction studies will 

be open to undergraduate students in all academic disciplines. 

One experience used in the program will have students 

complete an abstinence project and give up something like 

soda or cigarettes for the length of the semester. The 

university said in a news release the method will allow 

students to better understand what individuals in recovery go 

through and how support groups function.



3/29/2018

Evaluation of Harm Reduction 

Program AM DRIVE N/A

The Department of Health and Human Resources and Bureau 

for Public Health has received a request from the health 

department's interim health office and Charleston Mayor 

Danny Jones to conduct an evaluation of the harm reduction 

program, including the needle exchange program.  

Eyewitness News reports the Bureau for Public Health has 

agreed to conduct the evaluation as part of its statewide 

responsibility to monitor and support the administration and 

operations of local health departments. Right now, there are 

13 certified harm reduction programs operating across the 

state.

3/29/2018 Click It or Ticket AM DRIVE N/A

The Public Service Commission and the Governor’s Highway 

Safety Program joined forces with other West Virginia law 

enforcement agencies in the Click It or Ticket campaign that 

was conducted March 2-18 to enforce seat belt laws.  In the 

most recent Click It or Ticket mini-blitz, over 500 tickets were 

written. More focused patrols on seat belt safety are planned 

later this year.

3/30/2018 Flu Season Boost AM DRIVE N/A

CAMC has seen a boost in its numbers and it has a rough flu 

season to thank.  The latest financial figures came out this 

week for the hospital.  They show an increase in revenue 

aided by a bad flu season with a 20 percent increase in 

patient’s visits to the ER.  Physician recruitment has been a 

priority for the hospital this year and they've added more than 

40 new physicians this past year.  With the boost in revenue, 

any staff cuts become increasingly unlikely.

3/30/2018 Needle Exchange Suspended AM DRIVE N/A

The needle exchange program was suspended this week after 

Charleston Police Chief Steve Cooper set new rules for the 

program to comply by Monday, and the board said it did not 

have time to implement the rules by the April 2 deadline given. 

After talk that the needle exchange would start up again by 

mid-April, the board at the Kanawha Charleston Health 

Department decided to suspend the program indefinitely until 

at least the next meeting is scheduled. Members said they 

hope to start setting up meetings in the next couple of months.


