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There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WYNL-FM - Charleston, WV along

with the most significate programming treatment of those issues for the period 4/1/18 – 6/30/18. The listing is by

no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

DATE ISSUE PROGRAM TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION

04/02/18 Special Session AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice has proposed calling a 

special legislative session in May to deal 

with creating a Department of Arts and 

Culture and History.  Justice says he has 

been working with legislative leaders to 

create the new department and recently 

signed a bill to eliminate the Department 

of Education and the Arts and spread 

duties to other areas.  Justice says the 

new department would not have a 

secretary but a curator of the arts.  He 

says he'll move different programs and 

agencies into a newly created 

Department of Arts and Culture and 

History but did not give any specifics.

04/02/18 McDowell Leads Overdoses AM DRIVE N/A

A study shows that McDowell County led 

West Virginia in the number of people 

hospitalized for opioid-related reasons in 

2014.  The Gazette-Mail reports a ratio of 

about 750 residents per 100,000 in 

McDowell County stayed at a hospital 

because of opioid abuse, including 

overdoses.  2014 was the most recent 

year that the data was available and it 

relies on info released by insurance 

companies and hospitals.
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04/03/18 Career Center Helps Tourism AM DRIVE N/A

Educators at Boone Career and 

Technical Center is doing what it can to 

help Southern West Virginia’s tourism 

industry thrive.  The Gazette-Mail says 

the adventure tourism management 

program at BCTC offers juniors and 

seniors in the county’s high schools 

hands-on experience in everything from 

life sciences and agriculture, to 

marketing, hospitality and budgeting.  In 

the four years since the program was 

launched by Jeff Nelson, former principal 

and director of BCTC, interest among 

students has tripled.  Students in the 

program take regular trips around West 

Virginia to study and experience the 

state’s natural attractions.

04/03/18 Treasurer Seeks Guidance AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s state treasurer says he’s 

seeking guidance from the U.S. Treasury 

secretary as he seeks solutions for 

collecting funds from the state’s medical 

marijuana program.  State Treasurer 

John Perdue will release a request for 

information in search of banking solutions 

for sales, fees, licenses, taxes and other 

transactions related to medical cannabis 

and responses are due back to the state 

in April.  Perdue also says he will join at 

least 10 other state treasurers in sending 

a letter to congressional leadership 

urging legislative changes to protect 

medical marijuana patients.
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04/04/18 Round-Table Discussion AM DRIVE N/A

President Donald Trump will promote 

recent tax cuts during a round-table 

discussion in West Virginia tomorrow.  

The White House says Trump is hosting 

Thursday's discussion at the Sulphur 

Springs Civic Center in White Sulphur 

Springs.  Trump signed legislation late 

last year that cut taxes significantly for 

corporations and the wealthy and 

provided more modest tax breaks for 

middle-income earners.  A survey found 

that an improving economy and the tax 

cuts have helped lift Trump's approval 

ratings to 42 percent - up seven points 

from February.

04/04/18 Stressed WV AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia is stressed out.  A new 

report said Mountain State residents are 

not getting enough sleep, many only have 

fair or poor health and a large number are 

not making enough money.  Personal-

finance website WalletHub said in a news 

release that West Virginia is the third 

most stressed state, and second in share 

of adults getting adequate sleep; second 

in percentage of adults in fair and poor 

health; and ninth in percentage of the 

population living below the poverty line. 

North Dakota and Minnesota were the 

least stressed states.
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04/05/18 More Parking AM DRIVE N/A

More parking will be added soon to 

Ridenour Lake in Nitro.  The city council 

this week voted to add 40 spots to help 

with big events like weddings, picnics, 

and other events.  It'll cost the city about 

two thousand dollar and the new parking 

spots will be ready by the end of May.

04/05/18 Nitro Lake Trail AM DRIVE N/A

A Nitro lake is getting a new trail.  

Volunteers, along with the Nitro City 

Council have been working to establish 

another trail at Ridenour Lake that will 

work well for mountain bikers and hikers.  

There's another trail there that gets plenty 

of use, but the volunteers want another 

trail for variety, and to provide a longer 

trail for runners, hikers, and bikers. The 

Friends of Ridenour Facebook page has 

been instrumental in the process of 

establishing the new trail as part of an 

overall effort to promote health, wellness, 

outdoor recreation and improvements to 

Nitro's Ridenour Lake area.
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04/05/18 Inheritance Ruling AM DRIVE N/A

No ruling yet, but the state Supreme 

Court heard arguments this week about 

whether a child can receive an 

inheritance if the parent's biological rights 

have been terminated.  West Virginia 

Supreme Court justices heard arguments 

this week in a case appealed from Mercer 

County Circuit Court about the daughter 

of a man who died in 2011 wanted to 

inherit her father’s estate even though his 

parental rights had been terminated for 

alleged sexual abuse against her. 

Michael Hall didn’t have a will when he 

died.   A ruling is pending.

04/06/18 KCEAA Fundraiser AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Emergency 

Ambulance Authority is holding a 

fundraiser that will benefit two Pratt 

volunteer firefighters who suffered 

injuries in a fatal crash last month.  Pratt 

Volunteer Fire Department Chief Timmy 

Walker and firefighter Bill Hypes are 

continuing to recover after they were 

involved in a crash while responding to a 

triple-fatal crash on Interstate 77. 

Assistant Fire Chief Mike Edwards and 

Lt. Thomas Craigo were killed in the 

crash.  On Wednesday, April 11, the 

KCEAA will hold a hot dog sale to benefit 

Walker and Hypes at the authority's 

headquarters at 601 Brooks St. in 

Charleston.  Those who want to help can 

get two hot dogs, and more for $8, and 

they'll deliver too. The sale will take place 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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04/06/18 Unclaimed Property Returns AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Treasurer John Perdue 

says the state is returning unclaimed 

property at a record clip.  Perdue says the 

treasurer's office's paid out more than 

$14 million in more than 8,000 claims 

through March. The record for a fiscal 

year, which ends in June, is $15.4 million 

paid out in 2008-09.  Perdue's office says 

it plans to publish newspaper inserts over 

the next three weeks listing about 15,000 

names of unclaimed property owners.  

Perdue says the spike in claims this year 

is due to life insurance settlements and 

reciprocal agreements with unclaimed 

property offices in other states.  Perdue 

has returned more than $173 million to 

property owners since 1997.

04/08/18 BELL  Academy Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Associate Program Coordinator, Marcus 

Soulsby, and President of the South Charleston 

Lion's Club, Dwayne White,  we discussed the 

multiple BELL Academy programs offered to 

blind children throughout the state and how 

parents can get their kids involved. We 

discussed how the programs at the youth 

camps such as brail reading and using learning 

shades can benefit blind children.
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04/09/18 MSHA Lawsuit AM DRIVE N/A

A lawsuit filed by a miner’s widow says 

the Mine Safety and Health 

Administration didn’t do enough to stop 

the Upper Big Branch Mine disaster.  The 

Gazette-Mail reports Carolyn Diana Davis 

filed the lawsuit in the explosion that 

killed 29 miners in 2010.  It happened 

during a shift change, when a spark 

ignited a pocket of methane, causing 

massive explosions at the mine. The 

lawsuit cites reports from the Governor’s 

Independent Investigation Panel, 

selected by then-Gov. Joe Manchin, 

which said MSHA knew about UBB’s 

faulty ventilation system and ignored 

warning signs.

04/09/18 Health Care Crime Task Force AM DRIVE N/A

A new task force will track health care 

crimes in West Virginia.  U.S. Attorney 

Bill Powell says the Health Care Crimes 

Task Force will investigate prosecute 

illegal activities like fraud and opioid 

diversion, and his office will prosecute 

those who use professional licenses or 

health care businesses to disguise illegal 

activities.  West Virginia ranks highest in 

the country in terms of population 

enrolled in Medicaid benefits, at 31 

percent. Twenty-three percent of 

residents are enrolled in Medicare. 

Powell says these statistics mean West 

Virginians are particularly vulnerable to 

health care fraud related crimes.  The 

task force includes federal and state 

agencies.
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04/10/18 Water Well Contamination Ruling AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Supreme Court upheld 

the decision of a Wyoming County jury 

that two coal companies operated by 

Gov. Jim Justice did not contaminate 

water wells.  More than a dozen families 

filed suit, and the Gazette-Mail reports 

the families could not prove that mining 

operations by Dynamic Energy Inc. and 

Mechel Bluestone Inc. caused the 

contamination.

04/10/18 WV Parkways Authority Decision AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Parkways Authority 

may decide to get out of the travel plaza 

business. The Parkways Authority takes 

care of nearly all the maintenance of the 

three travel plazas on the Turnpike 

between Charleston and Princeton,. 

Maintenance was not included in the 

state’s 30-year plan. The Parkways 

authority would still own the land, but 

allow the private sector to fully operate 

the facilities.
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04/11/18 WV Millennials Study AM DRIVE N/A

The personal-finance website WalletHub 

ranks West Virginia low for millenials.  

The new report ranks the Mountain State 

next to last at 50th when comparing the 

50 states and the District of Columbia. 

West Virginia is 19th in affordability, but 

the state is 36th in education and health 

and dead last in quality of life and 

economic health. West Virginia is 50th in 

percentage of millennials, 45th in 

percentage of millennials with 

depression, 46th in average monthly 

earnings for millennials and 43rd in the 

millennial unemployment rate. 

Washington, D.C. North Dakota and 

Minnesota ranked as the best places for 

millenials.

04/11/18 Interstate Work AM DRIVE N/A

Work is underway on Interstate 64 

between Hurricane and Milton.  After 

weather delayed the start of construction 

from Monday to Tuesday, crews were out 

to start the first phase of the major road 

rehabilitation project yesterday from U.S. 

35 to Milton on I-64.  Expect various lane 

closures for the duration of the project, 

and that will be most of 2018 and into 

2019.  The project is part of Governor Jim 

Justice's Road to Prosperity program.  

Phase one is a $50 million project, and 

the next phase will extend from Hurricane 

to the U.S. 35 interchange at Teays 

Valley.
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04/12/18 Soup Kitchen Closing AM DRIVE N/A

Mountain Mission is closing its soup 

kitchen on Friday.  Officials say 

fundraising efforts are not covering the 

expenses of the kitchen.  Mountain 

Mission serves an average of 150 meals 

a day, and Executive Director John 

Roberts says that’s more than the budget 

can handle without additional funding.

04/13/18 Compliance Checks AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston police are cracking down on 

alcohol sales to those underage, and 

compliance checks around the city turned 

up several violations.  Salesclerks and 

bartenders at half of the evaluated stores 

and bars sold alcohol to an underage 

person. WCHS TV reports the the West 

Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control 

Administration and Charleston Police 

Department conducted the compliance 

checks on 26 establishments and thirteen 

sold to someone underage.  Citations 

were issued to all of the clerks and 

bartenders.
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04/13/18 Manufacturing Jobs AM DRIVE N/A

A company based in Italy has broken 

ground for a West Virginia facility that will 

manufacture insulation and drainage 

systems.  TeMa North America held a 

groundbreaking ceremony this week for 

the $10 million facility in Kearneysville.  

The state Department of Commerce says 

in a news release it is the first 

manufacturing facility for parent company 

TeMa in the United States. The statement 

says the facility is expected to be 

completed by the end of the year and is 

expected to create 30 jobs. The insulation 

and drainage systems will be for 

residential, commercial and industrial 

use.

04/16/18 New River Train Service in Jeopardy AM DRIVE N/A

Amtrak is working to keep the New River 

Train service in southern West Virginia 

running this fall.  U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins 

and Gov. Jim Justice chief of staff Mike 

Hall spoke  with Amtrak President 

Richard Anderson last week after Amtrak 

decided last month to end charter and 

special service trains. Jenkins says that 

put traditions such as the New River 

Train and Hinton Railroad Days in 

jeopardy, and after they talk they're 

encouraged that Amtrak is willing to make 

some limited exemptions to its ban. 

Jenkins says he’s confident in a solution.  

The New River Train is scheduled for late 

October from Huntington to Hinton.
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04/17/18 Equifax Lawsuit AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s attorney general has filed 

a lawsuit against Equifax over a data 

breach last year that the lawsuit says 

affected about 740,000 West Virginia 

residents.  The lawsuit alleges Atlanta-

based Equifax ignored warnings to 

secure its system, failed to safeguard 

consumer information and stalled in 

telling the public. The lawsuit was filed 

last week in Boone County Circuit Court. 

It seeks $150,000 for each security 

breach and $5,000 for each violation of 

the state’s Consumer Credit and 

Protection Act, as well as legal costs.  A 

total of about 147.9 million Americans 

have been affected by Equifax’s data 

breach. It was disclosed to the public on 

Sept. 7.

04/17/18 Kanawha Schools Crime Tip Line AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County Schools said it has 

established a tip line for students and 

parents to report possible criminal 

activity.  The school system said in a 

news release that info about possible 

crimes before came in through several 

channels, but this streamlines the 

process and creates one central reporting 

site that goes directly to the school 

system’s security and safety office.  The 

school's Facebook page has the tip line 

pinned at the top, and it's on the school 

system’s website through the Community 

tab.  Those with tips can remain 

anonymous.
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04/18/18 Cabell County Leads Fatal Overdoses AM DRIVE N/A

Cabell County is leading West Virginia in 

the number of fatal overdoses for the 

second year in a row.  The Gazette-Mail 

reported 909 people died of drug 

overdoses in West Virginia in 2017, an 

increase from the previous record of 887, 

set in 2016.  The  increase was fueled by 

fentanyl-caused overdose deaths. But the 

center's data also show a rise in non-

opioid drug overdose deaths from 

methamphetamine, amphetamine and 

cocaine. Cabell County reports a 35 

percent drop in overdoses so far this 

year, compared to 2017.  West Virginia 

continues to have the highest overdose 

death rate in the country.
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04/18/18 Consumer Related Information AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University is launching a joint 

project with West Virginia University 

College of Law to provide consumer-

related information for people in West 

Virginia.  Each school received $1 million 

to implement the programs. The Joint 

Consumer Assistance Project was 

established by lawyers involved in a 

consumer class action case from funds 

not claimed by class members.  

Clarksburg consumer attorney David J. 

Romano was a lead counsel in the case 

and said that the project will establish and 

maintain a website with consumer 

information and tips and references to 

laws and regulations to help West 

Virginia residents with consumer issues. 

Also planned is the development of an 

interactive website to help people who 

must represent themselves in consumer 

disputes, due to cost.

04/19/18 Drugmakers Identify Needs AM DRIVE N/A

Drugmakers would be required to identify 

the legitimate need for controlled 

substances to justify their production 

under a proposed rule intended to rein in 

the diversion of drugs for illicit purposes.  

The Drug Enforcement Administration 

announced the proposed rule change  

this week to update regulations issued in 

1971.  West Virginia Attorney General 

Patrick Morrisey sought to limit how many 

opioid pills can be manufactured each 

year. The proposed rule seeks input from 

states and federal agencies.
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04/19/18 Elder Beerman Stores Close AM DRIVE N/A

All Elder Beerman stores across the 

country are expected to close in a matter 

of months.  The parent company, Bon-

Ton Stores Inc., filed for bankruptcy in 

February and announced this week that a 

joint group will acquire its inventory and 

other assets, subject to bankruptcy court 

approval, and then they'll provide more 

details about liquidation plans and going 

out of business sales at its stores.  

Employees at the Elder-Beerman at 

Kanawha Mall in Kanawha City said 

management has informed them the 

store will close in 10 to 12 weeks.  West 

Virginia has five Elder-Beerman stores, 

including Bridgeport, Kanawha City, 

Hurricane, Martinsburg and Morgantown.
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04/20/18 Prison System Sued AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s prison system is being 

sued over $169,000 in unpaid medical 

bills for an inmate’s 19-day hospital stay 

more than a year ago.  According to the 

lawsuit, 61-year-old Arthur Edens 

“sustained serious injuries” at the South 

Central Regional Jail a day after he was 

arrested on a burglary charge that was 

later dropped. Cabell Huntington 

Hospital’s lawsuit doesn’t describe the 

injuries or say how Edens was injured. 

The Gazette-Mail reports that the hospital 

says the West Virginia Regional Jail and 

Correctional Authority still hasn’t paid up.  

The Kanawha County Commission also is 

named in the suit. The commission’s 

president says it’s the prisons’ bill to pay.

04/20/18 Undercover Stings at Town Center AM DRIVE N/A

More undercover stings this week at 

Charleston Town Center.  There have 

been complaints this year about crimes in 

the area of the mall and officers with the 

Charleston Police Department's Hybrid 

Unit have been conducting stings to 

make arrests.  There was an undercover 

sting on Wednesday, but this time that 

turned up no arrests.  The stings started 

two months ago and have netted dozens 

of arrests with efforts ongoing.
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04/22/18 Autism Awareness Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Lynn Browder, mother of Owen, on this 

episode Lynn discussed Owen losing his first 

teeth and how to help him cope with the 

physical change. Lynn also discussed Owen's 

sensory issues with food such as texture and 

color affecting his appetite. Lynn gave tips for 

going outside without meltdowns as well as the 

importance of having a dentist that makes 

autistic patients comfortable during regular 

procedures. 

04/23/18 Mylan Lay Offs AM DRIVE N/A

Mylan Pharmaceuticals has laid off 15 

percent of its workforce at a facility in 

West Virginia.  The company released a 

statement Friday saying the "right-sizing" 

is consistent with discussions with the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration to 

continue operations. Mylan 

spokeswoman Christine Waller tells The 

Dominion Post that around 500 positions 

have been cut, leaving the West Virginia 

workforce at around 3,000.  The layoffs 

are effective immediately.
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04/23/18 Climate Change Seminar AM DRIVE N/A

A Cornell University researcher will be at 

West Virginia University for a seminar on 

the effects of climate change on food 

supplies.  WVU says Michael Hoffmann 

will lead the discussion Tuesday on 

topics including the basics of climate 

change, how changing climate affects the 

food supply and research that leads to 

new solutions and practices.  Hoffmann is 

executive director of the Cornell Institute 

for Climate Smart Solutions.  The WVU 

Institute of Water Security and Science, 

the Davis College of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources and Design and the WVU 

Media Innovation Center are hosting the 

seminar, which starts at 3 p.m. It is free 

and open to the public.

04/24/18 Tuition Increases AM DRIVE N/A

All but one of West Virginia's public 

community and technical colleges are 

planning to increase tuition and fees for 

associate's degrees. West Virginia Higher 

Education Policy Commission official 

Matt Turner tells The Gazette-Mail that 

the Community and Technical College 

System presumes the colleges have 

already approved the average increase of 

2.6 percent and the average yearly cost 

will increase to $4,040 next academic 

year.  Eastern West Virginia is the only 

school that will not raise tuition and fees.  

Mountwest is implementing the highest 

proposed increase, at 7.2 percent, which 

comes around to $270.
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04/24/18 Early Voting AM DRIVE N/A

Early voting starts Wednesday for the 

school board elections in May.  Two 

Putnam County school board candidates 

have highlighted the need for 

improvements at the schools to deal with 

a spike in the number of students.  

Hurricane Middle School has been 

particularly crowded has transformed the 

library into classrooms.  The Gazette-Mail 

reports the board is currently in the 

process of applying to get funds from the 

school building authority to get four 

additional classrooms for the school.  

School improvements will continue to be 

a focus after the election for the new 

board.  The WV primary is May 8th.
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04/25/18 College and University Partnership AM DRIVE N/A

A partnership between BridgeValley 

Community and Technical College and 

Marshall University gives students a 

chance to complete a degree with 

Marshall University without ever having to 

leave BridgeValley. The partnership is for 

a bachelor’s degree in 10 areas including 

accounting, economics, finance, and 

marketing. BridgeValley Vice President of 

Student Affairs John Berry said the 

courses have been aligned with 

Marshall’s requirements so students can 

transfer from the program at BridgeValley 

into Marshall’s business programs. 

BridgeValley and Marshall staff members 

believe several hundred students will 

take advantage of the partnership. The 

dean of Marshall’s business college 

hopes the program will be available to 

BridgeValley beginning in the fall.
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04/25/18 National Drug Take Back Day AM DRIVE N/A

The Drug Enforcement Administration is 

sponsoring National Drug Take Back Day 

to encourage citizens to properly dispose 

of their unused prescription drugs. The 

Kanawha County Sheriff’s Office is 

participating with Deputies stationed at 

each detachment April 28, 2018 from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Deputies will be 

at our detachments in Saint Albans, 

Cross Lanes, Sissonville, Elkview, and 

Quincy.  Additionally, a drug take back 

box is located at the Kanawha County 

Sheriff’s Office’s Charleston 

Headquarters and available for disposals 

during business hours on weekdays.
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04/26/18 Early Voting Times AM DRIVE N/A

Early voting is underway and it's on a 

broader scale this time.  Instead of just 

Charleston, early voters are casting 

ballots in five Kanawha County 

communities for the first time.  The goal is 

to increase access to the polls and get 

more voters to turn in ballots with the new 

touch-screen voting machine system.  

Instead of ovals and pencils, the touch 

screen lets you make selections and 

make changes before you click ok.   In 

addition to the Voters Registration Office 

in Charleston, early voting is also 

available at the Belle Town Hall, Marmet 

Town Hall, the sheriff’s detachment in 

Elkview, the sheriff’s detachment in Cross 

Lanes and the Sissonville Public Library.  

Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

Saturdays through May 5th.
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04/26/18 Teacher Pay AM DRIVE N/A

Americans overwhelmingly believe 

teachers don’t make enough money, and 

half say they’d support paying higher 

taxes to give educators a raise.  The 

findings of the new AP poll show just 15 

percent think teachers are paid the right 

amount, while 6 percent think they’re paid 

too much.  The overwhelming majority 

say teachers need to make more. The 

recent run of teacher protests began in 

March in West Virginia, where teachers 

won a raise after going on strike. The 

strategy soon spread to Oklahoma, 

Kentucky, Colorado and Arizona, where 

educators joined together online and 

have held increasingly frequent protests 

during the past six weeks.
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04/27/18 Early Voting Day One Numbers AM DRIVE N/A

Early voting got off to a brisk start this 

week.  More than 5,300 people cast 

ballots in West Virginia on the first day 

Wednesday.  In Kanawha County, 

officials opened five other locations for 

voters. The Cross Lanes location was 

one of the busiest in the county, and 

Eyewitness News reports the reviews are 

good so far with the new electronic voting 

machines.  Many voters are saying it's 

easier to cast an electronic ballot than to 

fill in the bubbles on paper.  If you want 

cast your ballot during early voting, you 

have until May 5.  The early voting 

locations in Kanawha County include the 

Voter Registration Office in downtown 

Charleston, the Belle Town Hall, the 

Cross Lane’s sheriff’s detachment, the 

Elkview sheriff’s detachment, Marmet 

Town Hall and the Sissonville Library. 

Each of those locations is open from 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m.

04/27/18 WV Government Spending AM DRIVE N/A

A new report by the United States Public 

Interest Research Group shows West 

Virgnia is doing well with transparency 

when it comes to government spending.  

The annual report ranks states for the 

quality of websites that allow the public to 

see who gets state money, how much, 

and for what purpose, and the report 

gave West Virginia an A+ for the 

www.transparencywv.org website.  West 

Virginia improved from a B last year, and 

tied with Ohio for the highest grade of all 

states.
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04/30/18 All Amtrak Sales Going Online AM DRIVE N/A

Soon all Amtrak ticket sales will be 

online.  The company has announced 

plans to eliminate its last ticket agent job 

in early June at the Charleston station.  

The Charleston stop will be a place to get 

on and off the train, without any 

interaction with an Amtrak employee.  

Earlier this month, Amtrak announced it 

would no longer back the specialty trains 

like the New River train from Huntington 

to Hinton. After backlash, Amtrak said it 

would try to work something out.

04/30/18 Marshall University Fined AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University has been fined 

$4,999 for failing to complete inventories 

of American Indian remains and artifacts 

in its possession. The U.S. Department of 

the Interior notified Marshall University 

President Jerome Gilbert of the fine in a 

letter, which said Marshall officials knew 

about the requirements of a 1990 federal 

law but failed to complete the inventories 

until long after a deadline.  Marshall has 

45 days to pay or appeal.

Page 25



Sheet1

05/01/18 PEIA Task Force Outreach Meeting AM DRIVE N/A

Times and locations have been 

announced for 21 public outreach 

meetings that will be conducted 

throughout West Virginia by the PEIA 

Task Force that is researching on how to 

solve long-term issues with the insurance 

program for public employees.  Meetings 

will run through June 11.  Locations and 

times include Huntington tonight at 

Marshall University,  May 24th in Beckley 

at 6:30 p.m. at Tamarack Conference 

Center, May 31 in Logan at Logan High 

School, June 2 in Elkins at Phil Gainer 

Community Center, and June 11, 

Charleston at 6:30 p.m. The State Culture 

Center.

05/01/18 Marshall University Pharmacy School AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University says its pharmacy 

school has grown and it wants to include 

the school in the medical campus, so it is 

planning to build a new facility and 

graduate student housing there.  Marshall 

is holding an open house to show maps 

and drawings of the planned facilities and 

they'll answer questions and take input 

during the open house from 5:30 p.m. to 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday.  Marshall’s Board 

of Governors voted last month to proceed 

with a public-private partnership to build 

the facilities. The university expects them 

to open in time for the fall 2019 semester.
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05/02/18 Nicholas County School Building Plan AM DRIVE N/A

After a mediation session Monday, the 

West Virginia Board of Education 

released the schedule for a vote on the 

school building plan in Nicholas County.  

Schools could potentially be consolidated 

with the vote.  The Nicholas County 

school board will vote Monday, May 7th -- 

the day before the state primary when 

new school board members could win 

office and take over the posts July 1.  The 

state board of education will wait to see 

what Nicholas County does on Monday, 

and could vote on the consolidation plan 

May 9th, the day after the election.  The 

state School Building Authority is set for a 

vote May 10th.

05/02/18 Water Bills Increase AM DRIVE N/A

Your water bill may be going up…West 

Virginia American Water is asking the 

Public Service Commission to adjust its 

rates for water and wastewater service. 

The company says it needs more 

revenue to pay for 200-million-dollars in 

system improvements to replace and 

upgrade aging infrastructure.  They also 

say they've got fewer customers because 

of population loss. The average customer 

would see a rate increase of over ten-

dollars-a-month, as the company seeks a 

rate increase of 24 percent or $32 million 

in additional revenue.
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05/03/18 Tyson Holistic Hemp Project AM DRIVE N/A

A company owned by former world 

heavyweight boxing champion Mike 

Tyson is teaming up with a West Virginia 

cannabis farm.  Tyson Holistic and West 

Virginia's Almost Heaven Agriculture are 

partnering to put a hemp extraction 

facility in an existing greenhouse. 

Medicinal hemp will be a big focus, which 

retails for a higher price than industrial 

hemp.  The company plans big 

investments in West Virginia, and is also 

looking at reclamation land to grow crops.

05/03/18 Roadside Community Farmers Market AM DRIVE N/A

It's a first for McDowell County.  It's a 

brand new farmer's market opening this 

month in a parking building in Welch. The 

Roadside Community Farmers Market 

starts on May 5. From 2-6 p.m. and it will 

be open each Saturday until Oct. 27th 

with locally sourced food and produce, 

and jewelry too.  The owner of Roadside 

Farms in Kimball approached the mayor 

with the idea, as a way of getting fresh 

food to residents looking for healthy, 

affordable options.

Page 28



Sheet1

05/04/18 Construction Zone Safety AM DRIVE N/A

Neighbors in a Teays Valley area want 

better enforcement to crack down on 

speeding and distracted driving near the 

Interstate 64 construction zone.  

Eyewitness News talked to one man who 

said he sees people reading newspapers 

and looking at their cellphones while on 

the road.  Drivers are cramming on to 

Teays Valley Road to try to avoid the 

ongoing construction on I-64, which is 

causing backups and making back roads 

just as dangerous as the construction 

zone.  Three people have died in vehicle 

accidents in the I-64 construction zone 

this week. Division of Highway officials 

told Eyewitness News more state 

troopers will be in the work zone and 

more signs have been added warning 

drivers to slow down.
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05/04/18 Volkswagen AG Settlement AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia has reached a $2.65 million 

settlement with Volkswagen AG and two 

of its affiliates in a lawsuit over the 

automaker's emissions-rigging scandal.  

State Attorney General Patrick Morrisey 

announced the settlement with 

Volkswagen and its Audi and Porsche 

brands after Volkswagen admitted rigging 

diesel emissions technology to pass U.S. 

smog tests. The lawsuit alleged the 

scheme led to false advertising because 

the self-described "clean diesel" engines 

actually emitted up to 40 times the legal 

limit of nitrogen oxide. Morrisey said the 

settlement saved the state more than 

$500,000 in legal fees and marks a huge 

victory for West Virginia.

05/04/18 Hospital Acquisition Plan AM DRIVE N/A

It's been a long time coming, but Cabell 

Huntington Hospital and St. Mary’s 

Medical Center announced the 

completion of an acquisition plan on 

Thursday, and they have a 

comprehensive plan in place to move 

forward together.  The hospitals have 

been in talks since August 2014, but the 

merger plan was delayed when Steel of 

West Virginia attempted to block the 

takeover, arguing it would lead to a less 

competitive environment and rise in the 

cost for employee benefits. Cabell 

Huntington Hospital and Steel of West 

Virginia reached an agreement in 

January.
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05/05/18 WV Alzheimer's Association Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, 

we discussed upcoming events and workshops 

that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart 

of to learn more about battling this disease. J.T. 

also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated 

with Alzheimer's disease. This is the first 

episode of a five part series on care partners.

05/07/18 Early Voting Numbers AM DRIVE N/A

Secretary of State Mac Warner said more 

than 50,000 people have taken 

advantage of the early voting period this 

election cycle.  The Gazette-Mail reports 

50,225 cast early ballots across the state, 

and that  total only includes the early 

votes and absentee votes reported by 

each county and entered into the State 

Voter Registration System so it could be 

higher.  The unofficial statewide voting 

totals already exceed the number of 

people who voted early during the 2014 

midterm primary election.  The last 

chance to vote early before the May 8 

primary was Saturday.
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05/07/18 Bear Rocks Preserve Donation AM DRIVE N/A

A land donation will more than double the 

size of the Bear Rocks Preserve in West 

Virginia.  The Gazette-Mail reports that 

near 2 square miles of land along the 

Allegheny Front, the eastern rim of the 

Dolly Sods plateau, has been donated to 

the Nature Conservancy of West Virginia. 

The gift was made possible through 

donations from the Ann C. and Robert O. 

Orders Jr. Family Foundation and 

Maryland resident Dan Montgomery.  The 

1,143-acre tract will be added to the 

existing 477-acre Bear Rocks Preserve.

05/08/18 Primary Day AM DRIVE N/A

Today is primary day in West Virginia, 

and voting is already off to a brisk start.  

Secretary of State Mac Warner says 

more than 68,000 West Virginians took 

advantage of the early voting period and 

those totals already exceed the number 

of people who voted early during the 

2014 midterm primary election.  Polls are 

open for the primary today, and you can 

see all of the voting information on the 

Secretary of State's website. 
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05/08/18 Revenue Collections AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice says revenue collections 

for last month were above estimates and 

collections for the year are just shy of 

year-to-date estimates and above last 

year.  April’s collections were $535.3 

million, which is $23.7 million above 

estimate and 6.3 percent ahead of last 

year. The year-to-date collections are 

more than $3.4 billion, which is nearly 

99.9 percent of the estimate and nearly 

$146 million higher than last year. 

Personal income tax, withholding tax and 

sales tax all saw a positive trend. Sales 

tax collections fell below estimate but 

were still ahead of last year.

05/09/18 New Needle Exchange Bill AM DRIVE N/A

Mayor Danny Jones wants a new needle 

exchange bill.  The Gazette-Mail reports 

the mayor wants the Charleston City 

Council to consider permanently closing 

the needle exchange program at the 

Kanawha-Charleston Health Department 

and made several changes to the public 

safety committee as they work on drafting 

a new bill.  The health department's 

needle exchange program is on hold after 

concerns were raised about too many 

dirty needles being left around town in 

plain sight. Mayor Jones favors a needle 

exchange program similar to the one at 

West Virginia Health Right.
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05/09/18 Election Results AM DRIVE N/A

Election results....In the GOP matchup for 

US Senate it was a hotly contested race 

between U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins; state 

Attorney General Patrick Morrisey; former 

Massey Energy executive Don 

Blankenship.  Patrick Morrissey finished 

as the winner, with Jenkins in second and 

Blankenship third.  The winner will face 

Senate incumbent Joe Manchin who 

defeated challenger Paula Swearingen of 

Coal City.  In Charleston, two Democrats 

squared off in the mayoral race - Amy 

Shuler Goodwin and Andy Richardson. 

Amy Shuler Goodwin moves on to face 

Republican JB Akers, who is unopposed 

in the primary, in the fall.

05/10/18 Federal Appeals Court Urged Over Cleanup AM DRIVE N/A

A federal appeals court was urged this 

week to overturn a ruling by a judge who 

found that the state of West Virginia has 

abandoned its responsibility to write 

cleanup plans for streams harmed by 

pollution from mountaintop-removal coal 

mining.  The judge's 2017 ruling said the 

state Department of Environmental 

Protection has dragged its feet for years 

on plans required under the federal Clean 

Water Act. A group sued the U.S. 

Department of Environmental Protection 

on behalf of the Sierra Club, the Ohio 

Valley Environmental Coalition, the West 

Virginia Highlands Conservancy and the 

West Virginia Rivers Coalition.  Nothing 

official yet, and the 4th Circuit did not 

indicate when it will issue its final ruling.
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05/10/18 Public Safety Levy AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Commission is 

happy that the public safety levy has won 

approval in Tuesday's election.  The 

public safety levy gained more than 80 

percent of approval from voters, and the 

commission thanked voters for the 

support on behalf of all volunteer fire 

departments, law enforcement, the 

Kanawha County Ambulance Authority, 

the city of Charleston and KRT.  Funds 

will help with improvements and 

upgrades at those departments.

05/11/18 School Building Plans Approved AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia State Board of 

Education unanimously approved the 

school building plan in Nicholas County 

this week.  The county school board 

approved the plan earlier in the week and 

the state board also signed off on the 

plan for rebuilding flood-damaged 

schools.  The outline calls for Richwood 

to get a new high school and middle 

school at the same location of the current 

Cherry River Elementary School. They'll 

build a separate Nicholas County High 

and Middle School in the Glade Creek 

Business Park near Summersville. The 

current Nicholas County High School will 

be renovated for Summersville 

Elementary.  The Career Technical 

Education school in Craigsville will close 

and move closer to the new high school.
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05/11/18 Hepatitis A Case at Taco Bell AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha Charleston Health 

Department has confirmed a case of 

Hepatitis A at a Taco Bell on East Dupont 

Avenue in Belle. The employee worked at 

the restaurant from April 11th to 27th. 

Coworkers received the Hepatitis A 

immunization as a precaution. The health 

department evaluated the restaurant and 

said the risk to customers is low.

05/13/18 Festivall Charleston Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Executive Director, Brittany Javins, we 

discussed the upcoming Memorial Day preview 

weekend as well as the ten day festivall event 

that brings thousands of visitors to see 

hundreds of artists, musicians, authors, and 

dancers spread throughout the city of 

Charleston. We also discussed how listeners 

can volunteer to a multitude of events taking 

place in June.

05/14/18 Hepatitis A Outbreak AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia health leaders are working 

with local officials in Kanawha and 

Putnam counties on the Hepatitis A 

outbreak. The DHHR confirmed 72 cases 

of Hepatitis A associated with the national 

outbreak in Cabell, Kanawha, Lincoln, 

Putnam, Wayne and Wyoming counties.  

Of those confirmed cases, 64 have 

occurred in Kanawha (42) and Putnam 

(22) counties. They're waiting on lab 

confirmation of other cases.   The state 

epidemiologist is embedded at the 

Kanawha-Charleston Health Department 

to work on the outbreak, and new 

recommendations are going to area 

restaurants about enforcing hygiene 

steps for food handling.
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05/14/18 Live on the Levee AM DRIVE N/A

Free music down by the river will return to 

the capital city this summer for the Live 

on the Levee concert series.  They're 

planning on 20 first-time performers, 10 

national touring acts and seven returning 

favorites. Concerts will be at Haddad 

Riverfront Park on 15 Fridays from 

Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day 

weekend.  The lineup includes Trent 

Harmon, The Steel Wheels, Voodoo 

Katz, and the Charles Walker Band, and 

fireworks are part of many of the shows.

05/15/18 Inheritance Ruling Decision AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's Supreme Court says 

children cannot inherit from a biological 

parent's estate if that parent has no will 

and had their rights terminated.  The 

Gazette-Mail reports the justices ruled 3-

2 to uphold a decision by a Mercer 

County circuit judge to deny an 

inheritance for the daughter of a man who 

died in 2011. That man had no will and 

his parental rights were terminated for 

alleged sexual abuse against her. The 

majority opinion said the state's 

inheritance laws do not provide clear 

support or define children's rights in such 

cases.
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05/15/18 Salmonella Outbreak AM DRIVE N/A

A salmonella outbreak linked to eggs is 

getting worse. Federal health officials 

report that 35 people in multiple states 

are ill, and the CDC announced that at 

least eleven people have been 

hospitalized. The outbreak is linked to 

Rose Acre Farms whose infected eggs 

were sold in West Virginia and at least 

eight other states, over two-hundred- 

million eggs have been recalled.

05/16/18 Arizona Elk Introduction AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice and the state Division of 

Natural Resources introduced 50 elk that 

were captured in Arizona. They were at 

the Tomblin Wildlife Management Area 

near Logan Tuesday to help the elk join 

35 other elk previously acquired from 

Kentucky.  The Arizona elk have been in 

a 5-acre holding pen since March to 

comply with federal disease testing 

guidelines. The elk from Kentucky were 

first reintroduced in West Virginia in 

December 2016. Before that, elk herds 

hadn't roamed the state since 1875. They 

support the elk's potential to help tourism.

Page 38



Sheet1

05/16/18 Needle Exchange Program Audit AM DRIVE N/A

An audit requested after Mayor Danny 

Jones said a needle exchange program 

had caused an increase of dirty needles 

in public places has recommended 

program's certification be suspended.  

The report says the Kanawha-Charleston 

Health Department's Harm Reduction 

Syringe Services Program needs to 

follow a list of recommendations if it's 

reinstated. The needle exchange portion 

of the program has been suspended 

since late March.

05/17/18 School Superintendent Raise AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County School Superintendent 

Ron Duerring is getting a raise and an 

extended contract. The 2 percent pay 

increase goes into effect July 1st and that 

will bring his salary to close to $164,000.  

Duerring will begin his 21st year as 

superintendent of Kanawha County 

Schools this summer and the board says 

it is pleased with his performance, 

especially during the work stoppage 

earlier this spring.
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05/17/18 Third Hepatitis A Case in Kanawha County AM DRIVE N/A

A third case of Hepatitis A was confirmed 

this week in a Kanawha County food 

worker.  It was an employee at 

O’Charley’s at 70 RHL Boulevard in 

South Charleston. Two other cases have 

been confirmed since February and those 

cases involved employees who worked at 

Cold Spot in Nitro and Taco Bell in Belle. 

The O’Charley’s employee did not 

continue working at the restaurant after 

the diagnosis but worked during the 

infectious period before diagnosis, which 

was between April 27 through May 11. 

The public transmission risk is low, 

according to the health department.  

State workers have been called in to help 

with the Hepatitis A outbreak.

05/18/18 Health Department Call Out AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Commission 

president is calling the Kanawha-

Charleston Health Department out in a 

letter, requesting transparency with the 

needle exchange program audit, health 

officer hiring and Hepatitis A outbreak.  In 

a news release, Kent Carper said he is 

requesting the Kanawha-Charleston 

Health Department publicly address the 

West Virginia audit that resulted in the 

suspension of the department’s harm 

reduction and needle exchange program.  

Carper also requested a status report on 

the department’s progress in finding a full-

time health officer.
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05/18/18 First Responder Vaccinations AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Ambulance 

Authority is implementing a vaccination 

plan to protect first responders from 

Hepatitis A. As of last week, there were 

more than seventy cases of acute 

Hepatitis A in Putnam and Kanawha 

counties and ten others are being 

investigated.  The fourth case of a 

restaurant worker being diagnosed with 

Hepatitis A in Kanawha and Putnam 

counties affects an employee at the 

McDonald’s in Hurricane.

05/20/18 Boy Scouts of America Buckskin Council Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Scout Executive, Jeff Purdy, we discussed 

the recent kick off of the Scout Me In campaign 

which allows girls to join the ranks of all BSA 

activities. We also discussed the benefits for 

girls and women such as the opportunity to 

earn the rank of Eagle Scout which allows 

higher military status and scholarships for 

higher education.
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05/21/18 Hospitality Workers Vaccinations AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha-Charleston Health 

Department is putting together an event 

to offer Hepatitis A vaccinations for food 

service and hospitality workers from 8 

a.m. to 6 p.m. May 30. Details are still 

being worked out.  About 100 Hepatitis A 

cases are under investigation in Kanawha 

and Putnam counties and six cases of 

food service workers being diagnosed 

with Hepatitis A have been confirmed in 

Kanawha and Putnam counties. Cabell 

County has had one. The Kanawha 

County Emergency Ambulance Authority 

announced it is working with the health 

department to offer vaccination clinics 

Tuesday and Wednesday for Kanawha 

County Commission employees, 

Ambulance Authority employees and first 

responders in the county.

05/21/18 Atlantic Coast Pipeline AM DRIVE N/A

Federal regulators declined to stop work 

on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline last week 

after an appeals court invalidated a key 

permit.  An official with the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission issued a 

letter Wednesday directing the natural 

gas pipeline only to file documentation 

within five days explaining how it will 

avoid the threatened or endangered 

species the permit was intended to 

protect.  The 600-mile pipeline being 

developed by Dominion, Duke Energy 

and Southern Company is designed to 

start in West Virginia and run through 

Virginia and North Carolina.
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05/22/18 Travel Expenses Audit AM DRIVE N/A

An audit has looked further into West 

Virginia Supreme Court employees' travel 

expenses. It found Justice Robin Davis 

reserved a court vehicle seven times 

where a destination was provided but no 

purpose was specified to substantiate the 

vehicle's use. The audit also found ex-

court administrator Steve Canterbury had 

20 instances of renting a car for personal 

use and was improperly reimbursed 

$911. In addition, he reserved a court 

vehicle six times without providing a 

purpose or destination.  The audit found 

during an IRS audit of the court's 2015 

federal employment tax returns, it did not 

provide information regarding Justice 

Menis Ketchum's use of a court vehicle 

for commuting.  An earlier audit found 

Ketchum and Justice Allen Loughry 

ignored mandatory reporting guidelines 

for personal use of state-owned vehicles.
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05/22/18 Inmate Relocation AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Division of Corrections 

is relocating inmates and some staff from 

the Anthony Correctional Center in White 

Sulphur Springs after black mold was 

found.  The Department of Military Affairs 

and Public Safety says in a news release 

that the transfers started last Friday after 

inspection findings came back saying 

black mold was found in the Anthony 

Center's main building, which includes 

administrative offices, the facility's 

kitchen, gym and some housing units.  

The minimum-security Anthony Center 

houses about 200 young-adult offenders 

serving sentences ranging from six 

months to two years. Female inmates are 

being moved to the Lakin Correctional 

Center in Mason County. Male inmates 

are being sent to correctional centers in 

Parkersburg and in Pocahontas County.
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05/23/18 Firefighters Death Benefits AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Legislature has passed 

a bill involving death benefits for 

firefighters killed in the line of duty. The 

bill passed the House of Delegates 93-0 

and the state Senate 29-0 during a 

special session this week, and it will 

make an increase in  death benefits 

retroactive to Jan. 1 to help the families of 

two volunteer firefighters from Pratt. The 

firefighters were killed and three others 

were injured in an accident while 

responding to a fatal crash that killed 

three people March 24 on the West 

Virginia Turnpike.

05/23/18 Runway Dogs AM DRIVE N/A

Yeager Airport has two dogs that are 

working to keep wildlife off the runway.  

Hercules is being trained now, and the 

airport has another dog stepping in to 

work named Flyaway Greg.  The airport 

needs help now keeping birds and other 

animals out of the way of planes, so 

Flyaway Greg is on loan until Hercules is 

ready to be delivered.  The dog is owned 

by Rebecca Gibson, who owns Flyaway 

Geese, and he'll be working at theh 

airport for a few months.  Yeager Airport 

officials said Flyaway Greg will take over 

Hercules’ Instagram account, 

@CRWHercules, until Hercules arrives.
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05/24/18 Special Session Wrapped AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia lawmakers wrapped up 

their special session this week; before 

they adjourned they reviewed two new 

audit reports. An audit of state purchasing 

cards found that seventeen-percent of 

transactions didn't have sufficient 

supporting documentation. And a 

separate audit found that the Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency 

management failed to maintain an 

accurate inventory. The division says it 

can't locate nine trailers on a current list.

05/24/18 New River Gorge Bus Trips AM DRIVE N/A

The Charleston Convention and Visitors 

Bureau is teaming up with a company to 

offer bus trips to New River Gorge.  The 

CVB and River Expeditions will offer a 

bus ride for a monthly rafting trip from 

Charleston to the New River starting the 

first Saturday in June and running once a 

month through September.  The bus 

leaves Charleston at 9 a.m. and returns 

at 5 p.m. the same day.
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05/25/18 Kanawha County Sheriffs Office Sign-ups AM DRIVE N/A

Do you think you've got what it takes to 

be a member of the Kanawha County 

Sheriff's Office?  You've got the chance 

now as the department is officially looking 

for the best and brightest to join the ranks 

of dedicated law enforcement officers. 

Sgt. Paxton Lively with the Sheriff's Office 

said there are many opportunities 

available for those interested in applying. 

The application deadline is May 31 with 

the testing date set for June 9.  

Applications must be turned in to the 

Kanawha County Clerk's Office. 

05/25/18 Hepatitis A Death AM DRIVE N/A

The first Kanawha County death related 

to the Hepatitis A has happened, 

according to the Kanawha-Charleston 

Health Department.  An official cause of 

death has not been released, but the 

health department said a family member 

confirmed it.  Three Hepatitis A 

vaccination clinics are being offered for 

restaurant and food service employees in 

Kanawha and Putnam counties.  The 

Kanawha-Charleston Health Department 

is providing the clinics today at the Health 

Department, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  And again 

Wednesday, May 30 at the Charleston 

Civic Center, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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05/29/18 Housing Demand Survey AM DRIVE N/A

The Charleston Urban Renewal Authority 

says the results of a new survey show 

demand for more housing downtown and 

it should be mixed generational, 

accessible and affordable.  The Gazette-

Mail says the report shows concern about 

a decline in the population of millennials, 

a lack of good-paying jobs for young 

professionals and the availability of 

affordable housing downtown.  A report 

about the survey’s findings is available on 

CURA’s website, curawv.org

05/29/18 Mountain Valley Pipeline Protesters AM DRIVE N/A

After 57 days and a food blockade 

orchestrated by law enforcement, the 

Mountain Valley Pipeline protester known 

as Nutty has descended from her perch 

atop a pole in Virginia.  The Roanoke 

Times reports Nutty left the platform 

suspended from a 50-foot pole blocking a 

construction access road last week.  The 

U.S. Forest Service had prevented 

supporters from providing her with food 

and water since early April. She 

subsisted on energy bars and rainwater 

in recent weeks, but wrote in a Facebook 

post that her food supply ran out a few 

days ago.  Forest Service spokeswoman 

Stephanie Johnson says Nutty was 

evaluated at a hospital and served with a 

citation to appear in federal court.  Three 

protesters remain along the pipeline’s 

planned 300-mile route in Virginia and 

West Virginia.
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05/30/18 Whiskey Distillery AM DRIVE N/A

Some developers are hoping to have a 

whiskey distillery in production in West 

Virginia by this fall.  A conditional use 

permit has been approved for The 

Bullock Distillery in Charleston and it's 

planned to go into one of the former 

Staats Hospital buildings.  The Gazette-

Mail reports the company would like to 

use locally sourced ingredients, including 

West Virginia corn and spring water.  

Another permit to open a micro-distillery 

was approved in March for Charleston.

05/30/18 Hepatitis A Safety at Pools AM DRIVE N/A

The Hepatitis A outbreak is still gripping 

the region, but should you be worried 

about the virus spreading in pools? 

Hepatitis A is a virus which spreads 

through feces, and it can end up in the 

water if an accident happens, local 

experts say. Charleston Parks and Rec 

Deputy Director, Lynn Watts said chlorine 

kills many of the germs and viruses like 

Hepatitis A. She said public pools must 

follow state chemical guidelines. The 

Charleston pool, like many others in the 

Kanawha Valley, have protocols if 

accidents happen in the pool involving 

feces or even blood.
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05/31/18 Clendenin Library Re-opens AM DRIVE N/A

Nearly two years after the library in the 

Kanawha County town of Clendenin was 

destroyed in the 2016 flood, it is back open 

in a new location.  Kanawha County 

officials said representatives with the state-

run RISE West Virginia flood relief 

recovery program talked about helping 

restore the old middle school where that 

library opened for business Wednesday, 

but county officials said it was all talk and 

no action.  The Kanawha County 

Commission provided much of the funds, 

approximately $50,000, and labor for 

dealing with the flood damage cleanup in 

Clendenin. The county library system is 

picking up the rent.  Kanawha County 

Commission President Kent Carper said 

over the same time period, RISE has spent 

about a million dollars. That leave's about 

$150 million in RISE-controlled federal 

dollars unused. The library is planning a 

ceremonial re-opening June 22, but it was 

back in business as of noon yesterday.

05/31/18 Symphony Sunday AM DRIVE N/A

The free outdoor festival known as 

Symphony Sunday returns to the University 

of Charleston lawn this weekend. Music 

starts at 1 p.m. and runs to 10 p.m. 

Sunday, June 3, and fireworks are planned 

over the Kanawha River.  The West 

Virginia Symphony will lead into the 

fireworks finale with the West Virginia 

Capitol in the background.
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06/01/18 Turnpike Traffic Down for Holiday Weekend AM DRIVE N/A

Traffic on the West Virginia Turnpike 

during the five-day Memorial Day holiday 

travel period was down slightly this year 

from the previous year.  From Thursday 

through Monday, more than 603,000 

vehicles traveled the Turnpike, according 

to the West Virginia Parkways Authority, 

which was 11-thousand less than in 

2017.

06/01/18 Coffee With A Cop AM DRIVE N/A

Coffee With A Cop is happening today in 

downtown Charleston. It's scheduled for 

8:45 a.m. at the Capitol Conference 

Center, 815 Lee Way, in downtown 

Charleston to meet with police to ask 

questions.  Coffee With A Cop is 

presented by the Charleston Area 

Alliance.

06/03/18 WV Alzheimer's Association Newsmaker SUN. - 5am 30 minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, 

we discussed upcoming events and workshops 

that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart 

of to learn more about battling this disease. J.T. 

also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated 

with Alzheimer's disease. This is the second 

epidsode of a five part series on care partners.
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06/04/18 Methanol Production Facility AM DRIVE N/A

The planned methanol production facility 

in Institute will likely start production in 

late 2019, according to its CEO, after 

initially aiming for a mid-2018 start.  The 

Liberty One plant at the Dow Chemical 

Facility, and the Gazette-Mail reports the 

reason for the delay is that the company 

needs to order a new compressor for the 

plant.  That type of equipment has a lead 

time of a little over a year.  All of the other 

construction will remain on schedule.  

The plant is expected to add 50 jobs and 

produce 200,000 metric tons of methanol 

annually.

06/04/18 Summer Food Service Program AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County Schools will be part of 

the federally-funded Summer Food 

Service Program starting next week. 

Breakfast and lunch are open to all 

children, ages 18 years and under, who 

arrived at one of the host sites this 

summer.  Meals will be served starting 

June 11 at schools including Alban 

Elementary, Dunbar Intermmediate, Elk 

Elementary, and the Kanawha Valley 

Enrichment Center.  Other meal sites in 

July include Great Mission Fellowship 

Church, the Rand Community 

Playground, and Capital High School.  

The summer meal program is part of the 

USDA Summer Food Service Program 

and the schedule is on the Kanawha 

County Schools website.
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06/05/18 WV RISE Program Addressed AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice Monday addressed 

problems with RISE West Virginia, saying 

he temporarily halted the flood recovery 

program after discovering a contract 

change order for $17 million that had not 

been formally signed off on, and he has 

appointed state Adjutant Gen. James 

Hoyer to get the program running 

smoothly again.  The program helps 

families get back on their feet after the 

2016 floods, and Justice said that since 

he ordered the RISE program to resume 

operations, six families have been 

handed keys to their new homes. Those 

families live in Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier 

and Nicholas counties.

06/05/18 Capitol City Biker Bash AM DRIVE N/A

Motorcycles will be rumbling into 

Charleston this week for the annual three-

day Capitol City Biker Bash at Haddad 

Riverfront Park. The event closes all four 

lanes of Kanawha Boulevard and runs 

Thursday, June 7, through Saturday, 

June 9. The Biker Bash benefits Hospice 

Care and features free concerts, food and 

vendors.  The festival kicks off Thursday 

at 11 a.m. and runs through Saturday 

evening.
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06/06/18 Mountain Valley Pipeline Protesters Arrested AM DRIVE N/A

Three people protesting the Mountain 

Valley Pipeline were arrested this week in 

Monroe County.  The trio arrested 

Monday are all from Massachusetts.  

State Troopers said they attached 

themselves to a piece of equipment using 

a handmade device that made it hard for 

police to take them away .  They were at 

a location along Route 219 in the 

Lindside area, and all age 24 or under.  

They were arraigned and released on 

$1,500 bond.

06/06/18 Distribution of Naloxone to First Responders AM DRIVE N/A

Efforts are under way to distribute 

naloxone statewide to emergency first 

responders around the state.  State 

Health Officer Dr. Rahul Gupta, said in a 

news release that DHHR has purchased 

$1 million supply of naloxone, about 

34,000 doses.  State police, fire, and 

EMS response teams across the state 

will have them, and there will be eight 

high priority counties that get the most - 

Berkeley, Cabell, Harrison, Kanawha, 

Mercer, Monongalia, Ohio and Raleigh 

counties will each receive 1,000 doses of 

naloxone.
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06/06/18 Lower Rates for Electricity AM DRIVE N/A

U.S. Representative Evan Jenkins wants 

lower rates for electric customers.  

Jenkins is urgning West Virginia’s electric 

companies to pass along savings from 

the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act to consumers.  

He says consumers in all but West 

Virginia and Tennessee have already 

lowered rates, and doing that would 

benefit working-class families, seniors 

and small businesses.  West Virginia 

utility companies were required to file 

plans with the Public Service Commission 

last week on their benefits from tax 

reform and their plans to use those 

savings.

06/07/18 Parking in Charleston AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston's city council voted this week 

to make changes to downtown parking.  

Now if your meter runs out the fine will be 

$10 instead of $5.  Parking garage 

policies will also change, and it's free to 

park after 5 PM on weekdays and all day 

on the weekends in those stalls.  Fines 

for blocking a driveway or parking in a 

loading zone also doubled, and all of the 

changes are effective now.
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06/07/18 Drug Epidemic Solutions AM DRIVE N/A

Leaders continue to meet to talk about 

the drug epidemic and what to do about 

it.  Some of the top leaders from 

Huntington and the state met Tuesday at 

Marshall University to work on solutions 

at the Drug Prevention Summit.  

Improvements this year include a 

reduction in needle litter, a decrease in 

violent/property crime, and about $5 

million in grants to help install more 

partnerships to work on the drug problem.

06/08/18 WV RISE on Track AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Adjutant General James 

Hoyer said he is consolidating three case 

management systems into one for flood 

recovery and hopes that will get the RISE 

West Virginia program back on track.  At 

a news conference with Gov. Jim Justice 

on Thursday, Hoyer said his primary 

focus is to have one Voluntary 

Organizations Active in Disaster system 

instead of three case management 

systems.  The general said he also is 

establishing a constituent support system 

where information about flood victims can 

be received so case managers can learn 

the names of those who still need help.
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06/08/18 Charleston Police Hybrid Unit Arrests AM DRIVE N/A

More arrests this week by the Charleston 

Police hybrid unit.  Another 19 arrests 

came during an undercover sting on the 

East End Wednesday and 10 of those 

arrested reported being homeless. A total 

of seven needles were found on four of 

those arrested, and one of those taken 

into custody had more than one needle, 

according to police.  Charges include 

open container, obstruction, battery, 

destruction of property, trespassing, and 

possession of counterfeit money.

06/10/18 Governor & Law Makers AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia lawmakers adjourned for 

the weekend still struggling to reconcile 

differences with Gov. Jim Justice and 

enact tax and budget bills for the fiscal 

year starting July 1.  The House and 

Senate have appointed a handful of 

lawmakers to a conference committee to 

resolve tax legislation.  The Senate 

previously has backed and the House 

rejected bills supported by Gov. Jim 

Justice to cut income taxes while raising 

sales taxes.

06/11/18 CharlestonHumane officers AM DRIVE N/A

Humane officers have seized nearly two 

dozen cats from the home of a 

Charleston woman who operated a 

rescue effort.  Kanawha-Charleston 

Humane Association executive director 

Chelsea Staley says all of the cats are in 

poor health.  Staley says humane officers 

didn't see any food, water or fresh litter 

when they went to Amanda Woods' 

home, and says the home doesn't have 

electricity or running water.
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06/11/18 MCHM spill in the Elk River 

Many affected by the MCHM spill in the 

Elk River should be getting a share of the 

settlement soon.  A federal judge cut the 

lawyer fee and signed the water crisis 

settlement Friday, which clears way for 

about 90,000 claims to be paid totalling 

about $159 million.  The MCHM leak into 

the water system happened in January 

2014.  Not all of the claims will be 

approved, and lawyers are sorting 

through the claims to check for duplicates 

and consolidate those filed by people 

from the same address.

06/12/18 West Virginia county school systems AM DRIVE N/A

Some West Virginia county school 

systems plan to opt out of a new 

integrated high school math course 

structure that combines algebra and 

geometry, in favor of traditional, separate 

algebra and geometry classes.  The 

Charleston Gazette reports that data 

presented to the state Board of Education 

on Wednesday shows 11 counties plan to 

make the switch away from the integrated 

structure in the 2015-2016 school year, 

including Kanawha and Putnam counties
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06/12/18 tax and budget bills AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia lawmakers adjourned for 

the weekend still struggling to reconcile 

differences with Gov. Jim Justice and 

enact tax and budget bills for the fiscal 

year starting July 1.  The House and 

Senate have appointed a handful of 

lawmakers to a conference committee to 

resolve tax legislation.  The Senate 

previously has backed and the House 

rejected bills supported by Gov. Jim 

Justice to cut income taxes while raising 

sales taxes.

06/13/18 hiking taxes on cigarettes, AM DRIVE N/A

The state Senate held up its end of a 

deal with Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin on 

Saturday by approving a new budget and 

a bill hiking taxes on cigarettes, e-

cigarettes and other tobacco products.  

The bill now moves to the House of 

Delegates, which has killed every tax 

increase it has considered this year, 

including a smaller increase to the 

tobacco tax. Without a budget, the 

government will shut down July 1.  The 

new tobacco tax hike includes a 65-cent 

per-pack increase on cigarettes and 

higher rates on e-cigarettes and other 

tobacco products. It would help raise 

about $100 million annually to cover part 

of a $270 million budget gap.
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06/13/18  PEIA task force AM DRIVE N/A

The final PEIA task force hearing brought 

educators from around the area to the 

West Virginia State Capitol once again on 

Monday, and it was the last chance to 

voice their opinions in front of the task 

force. Now, West Virginia Education 

Association President Dale Lee said the 

task force will go to work sorting through 

the concerns raised in the 21 public 

meetings and looking at funding a 

solution.  The PEIA task force that was 

formed as a result of the statewide 

teacher walkout in February.  The task 

force will come up with a 

recommendation for the legislature. 

Those changes, if approved, would not 

take effect until the 2020 fiscal year.

06/14/18 65-cent tobacco tax AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates 

followed the Senate's lead Monday and 

passed a 65-cent tobacco tax. House 

members approved the measure 63-55 

after rejecting similar tax hikes twice in 

this budget cycle.  The positive vote will 

raise $98 million to help fill a $270-million 

hole in the state budget.

06/14/18 Workers' Compensation Board of Review AM DRIVE N/A

Inmates participating in work-release 

programs do not quality for workers' 

compensation benefits, under a ruling 

from the West Virginia Supreme Court.. 

The court unanimously affirmed a 

Workers' Compensation Board of 

Review's 2015 decision to not grant 

workers' compensation to a work release 

inmate named William F. Crawford
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06/15/18 avoid a government shutdown AM DRIVE N/A

Lawmakers are doing their best to avoid 

a government shutdown by passing a 

new budget.  The Senate passed the 

budget bill Tuesday by accepting the 

House of Delegate's amendments.  That 

came after the House of Delegates 

passed the budget bill Monday afternoon 

with bipartisan support.  Without a new 

budget by July 1, the state government 

would shut down, and the biggest 

stumbling block for the spending plan had 

been tax increases.  The new budget 

includes a 65-cent increase in the 

tobacco tax.  It also adds $15 million to 

funding for the Public Employees 

Insurance Agency, reducing premium 

increases for retirees from 12 percent to 

six percent.
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06/15/18 Hepatitis A.  AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha-Charleston Health 

Department announced two more food 

service workers in Kanawha and Putnam 

counties have been diagnosed with 

Hepatitis A.  One worker at Taco Bell at 

4152 WV-34 in Hurricane and one 

employee at Pizza Hut at 5730 

MacCorkle Ave. in Charleston were 

confirmed to have Hepatitis A.  The 

infectious period at Taco Bell was May 19 

through June 12. The infectious period 

for the Pizza Hut worker was May 26 

through June 11. As a precaution, family 

members and coworkers are receiving 

Hepatitis A immunizations.  The risk to 

the public remains low. Symptoms for 

Hepatitis A are abdominal pain, dark 

urine, fatigue, fever, jaundice, light-

colored stools, loss of appetite, nausea 

and vomiting

06/16/18 West Virginia State Fire Marshal's office AM DRIVE N/A

Fire investigators have concluded that 

two fires at a business in Institute were 

intentionally set.  West Virginia State Fire 

Marshal's office investigators spent time 

this week at Henson Brothers 

Incorporated on 1st Avenue South after 

two fires.  Someone broke out a window 

last Thursday and tossed an accelerant 

inside.  And this past Tuesday there was 

a fire in a dump truck and a building.  

They're investigating the fires as arson, 

and urge anyone with tips to contact the 

state fire marshal's office.  There is a 

$5000 reward in the case.
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06/18/18 massive chemical spill AM DRIVE N/A

The company behind a massive chemical 

spill last year has reached a $2.5 million 

deal with regulators for cleaning up its 

contaminated site.  The Charleston 

Gazette reports Freedom Industries 

released the plan in a filing in U.S. 

Bankruptcy Court in Charleston this 

week, and says Freedom parent 

company Chemstream Holdings would 

add $1.1 million to clean the Charleston 

spill site.  Freedom would contribute $1.4 

million. Department of Environmental 

Protection Secretary Randy Huffman told 

the Gazette he thinks the company 

should spend more. 

06/19/18 general revenue budget AM DRIVE N/A

Legislature adopted a $4.225 billion 

general revenue budget without 

additional tax revenue for the fiscal year 

that starts July 1.  Lawmakers in both 

houses emphasized the need to get a 

budget adopted before the state's new 

year starts in two weeks with many state 

workers otherwise facing furloughs and a 

shutdown in many state services

06/20/18 Public Employees Insurance Agency AM DRIVE N/A

Gov.Jim Justice is asking the Public 

Employees Insurance Agency to raise its 

tiers by $2,700 each so no one who 

receives the 5 percent raise will see an 

increase in premiums due to being 

bumped into a higher tier. Lee called this 

a short-term solution until a permanent fix 

can be found. Gov. Justice said it is 

possible to have a permanent plan for 

PEIA in place by November
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06/22/18  the longhorned tick AM DRIVE N/A

 For the first time in West Virginia, the 

longhorned tick has been found on an 

animal in the area. Eyewitness News 

reported eight longhorned ticks were 

found on a dog in Putnam County, and a 

veteranarian said the tick is spreading 

very quickly and is affecting livestock 

production because it attacks in massive 

numbers. The best protection is good flea 

and tick control.

06/23/18 RISE West Virginia flood recovery AM DRIVE N/A

The RISE West Virginia flood recovery 

program discovered a duplicate case in 

the system.  Major General James Hoyer 

says a new quality control and data 

verification process was implemented this 

week.  National Guard engineers are 

utilizing the data to map client need to 

cluster contractor assignments by 

location, which will maximize resources 

and minimize delays.  There are over 450 

outstanding cases in the program.
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06/25/18 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency AM DRIVE N/A

The chemicals used by a West Virginia 

factory to make non-stick products are 

dangerous at levels the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency had 

thought were safe, according to a federal 

study on PFAS chemicals.  The study 

said the chemicals are dangerous at 

levels around 10 times lower than the 

EPA's advised exposure of 70 parts per 

trillion.  The DuPont Co., which used the 

chemicals to create non-stick products 

such as Teflon, now faces thousands of 

lawsuits from people living near its 

Parkersburg-area Washington Works 

plant who say their water was 

contaminated. The chemicals have been 

linked to cancer, immune effects and 

adverse developmental effects on 

fetuses during pregnancy

06/26/18 RISE West Virginia program AM DRIVE N/A

A legislative audit is questioning whether 

any homes have been completed through 

the RISE West Virginia program. The 

audit says it doesn’t appear any home 

reconstruction has been completed, and 

that 48 of the 49 invoices were for mobile 

home replacement. Governor Justice 

says the report got it wrong, and that 

eighteen families have moved into new 

homes.
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06/27/18 West Virginia flood victims AM DRIVE N/A

Two more officials involved in an 

embattled housing program aimed at 

helping West Virginia flood victims are 

out of their jobs. Mary Jo Thompson and 

Russell Tarry of the West Virginia 

Development Office resigned.  Tarry was 

the office's deputy director and 

Thompson was director of community 

advancement and development. Gov. 

Jim Justice forced out state Commerce 

Secretary Woody Thrasher earlier this 

month and Deputy Commerce Secretary 

Josh Jarrell was fired after complaints 

about poor management and residents 

receiving no help from RISE West 

Virginia, a $150 million housing 

assistance program.

06/28/18 Division of Natural Resources AM DRIVE N/A

Because of disease, there are restrictions 

on the disposal and transport of deer 

carcasses in two more counties.  The 

state Division of Natural Resources says 

the restrictions start July 1 in Berkeley 

and Mineral counties. The restrictions are 

already in Hampshire, Hardy and Morgan 

counties.  The restrictions are designed 

to combat the spread of chronic wasting 

disease, which has been detected in 

nearly 350 deer since 2005, nearly all of 

them in Hampshire County

Page 66



Sheet1

06/29/18 Jobs  Rockwool North America AM DRIVE N/A

A stone wool insulation producer has 

broken ground on a $150 million 

manufacturing facility in Ranson.  

Rockwool North America held a 

ceremony this week and said the 460,000-

square-foot facility will employ about 150 

people. Production is expected to start in 

early 2020.  Rockwool has production 

facilities in Mississippi and Canada. 

Stone wool is a fiber-based insulation 

produced from natural stone and recycled 

content.

06/29/18 Water Crisis AM DRIVE N/A

A federal court is poised to distribute 150-

million dollars to water crisis victims 

around the Charleston area, but a review 

of claims forms shows mistakes the could 

mean ten-percent of those claims will be 

denied. Attorneys say most of the 

mistakes are easy fixes, but there is a 

July 26th deadline to complete the 

corrections.

06/30/18 black lung disease AM DRIVE na

A new report suggests the rules and 

regulations to fight black lung disease 

might not be enough.  The National 

Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 

Medicine report points to the increase in 

the number of black lung cases since 

regulations were put in place in 1969 as 

not doing enough to protect miners.  A 

ten-person panel visited coal mines in 

West Virginia and Pennsylvania before 

compiling the report.
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