
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WYNL-FM - Charleston, WV along

with the most significate programming treatment of those issues for the period 10/1/18 – 12/31/18. The listing is by

no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

DATE ISSUE PROGRAM TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION

10/1/2018 Hepatitis A Outbread NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Hepatitis A outbreak has not reached its peak in Kanawha 

County. The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department says 

the rate of confirmed cases is slowing down, but you should 

still consider getting vaccinated. Vaccinations are still available 

at the Health Department and several local pharmacies. If 

you've already been vaccinated, check your records to see if 

it's time for a second shot after six months. The first shot 

provides about 14 years of coverage. The second shot 

provides a lifetime of coverage.

10/1/2018 Unclaimed Property NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

If you think you have unclaimed property, the State Treasurer 

is asking that you go to the office that's outside of the state 

Capitol building.  The Unclaimed Property Division is open to 

anyone seeking help with unclaimed property and any type of 

related claims and it's at 322 70th St. in Charleston. There are 

more resources at that office.  There is also more information 

at www.wvtreasury.com.

10/1/2018 Oil & Gas Premits NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The U.S. Forest Service is asking for input on regulations 

affecting oil and gas resouces and the permitting process.  

The agency announced last month that it was revising some 

outdated regulations and the public comment period ends Oct. 

15.  The plan would speed up the permitting process for oil 

and gas development in the 44 national forests where drilling 

is allowed, and West Virginia's Monongahela National Forest 

is one of them.  Supporters are looking for ways to clear the 

backlog of requests for oil and gas leases.  Those against the 

revisions worry about the environmental effects

10/1/2018 Fall Burning Laws NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia’s fall burning laws go into effect today.  No 

burning is allowed from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through the end of the 

year.  Officials say fires spread easily this time of year, and the 

laws are in place to reduce the risk of fires getting out of 

control.



10/2/2018 Heart Walk NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Charleston and Mid-Ohio Valley Heart Walks have raised 

nearly $160,000 in recent years.  The most recent one was 

held Saturday in Charleston, and hundreds of people took 

part.  Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United 

States, according to the American Heart Association

10/2/2018 Deer Car Collisions NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

For the 12
th

 year in a row, West Virginia ranks number one in 

deer-vehicle collisions.  A new study shows the likelihood of a 

deer collision in the state is 1 in 46.  The national average is 1 

in 162.  November is the worst month for deer-vehicle 

crashes, followed by October.

10/3/2018 WVU Launchlab NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A West Virginia University official who has offered guidance to 

students looking to start their own businesses has been hired 

for an administrative job on campus that focuses on 

entrepreneurship.  WVU Provost Joyce McConnell says Carrie 

White, the former director of the WVU LaunchLab, has been 

named assistant vice president for entrepreneurship and 

innovation at the university. White fills the open position 

following a national search.  During her tenure as director of 

WVU LaunchLab, White provided guidance and resources to 

more than 1,800 students interested in starting their own 

businesses or innovations. 

10/3/2018 Mold in Schools NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

More concerns about mold in schools.  Six elementary 

classrooms are closed for air-quality testing at Cedar Grove 

Community School to check for possible mold.  Officials with 

the Kanawha County school district said three middle school 

classrooms and one clinic room also are closed. Classes have 

been relocated, and WCHS TV reported all rooms with 

elevated levels will be tested and cleaned again. 



10/3/2018 Nicholas Schools NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Nicholas County schools continue to rebuild after the floods of 

2016, and they'll get several million in federal dollars to make it 

happen. The Gazette-Mail reported a new school will be in 

Richwood and the current Cherry River Elementary in 

Richwood will be renovated and expanded to accommodate 

the Richwood middle and high school students.  Some are 

wondering why less money is going to the Richwood project.  

Only $30 million of the total $177.5 million in planned federal 

and state rebuilding dollars will go to the Richwood school, 

while $125.8 million is to go to the school near Summersville. 

District leaders say it boils down to septic systems and 

vocational programs.  The projects are pending final approval 

with FEMA.

10/3/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Gov. Jim Justice says he has a permanent fix to the Public 

Employees Insurance Agency.  The governor said Tuesday 

he's putting $100 million toward PEIA, and he will propose an 

additional 5 percent pay raise for teachers and all state 

workers in next year's legislative session. Lawmakers would 

have to pass a bill to make the pay raises happen. This would 

be in addition to the 5 percent raise that teachers and state 

workers received earlier this year. On Monday, Justice 

announced the highest first-quarter surplus in the state’s 

history, which was $119.9 million.

10/4/2018 Kroger Closing NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

With Kroger on its way out of Smithers, folks in Fayette County 

have been needing a new option for groceries.  West Virginia-

based Grant's Supermarket is moving in later this year, to 

keep Smithers residents from having to drive thirty minutes to 

the nearest store.  In December, Smithers will become the 

17th location for a Grant's Supermarket in West Virginia.  

Kroger will close in Smithers by mid-November

10/4/2018 National Blue Ribbon NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Three West Virginia schools have been recognized as 

National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2018.  The schools are Allen 

T. Allison Elementary in Hancock County, East Lynn 

Elementary in Wayne County and Mount Lookout Elementary 

in Nicholas County. The honor is based on a school’s overall 

academic performance or progress in closing achievement 

gaps among student subgroups.  An awards ceremony will be 

held next month in Washington.



10/4/2018 School Air Quality NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Air quality tests at Cedar Grove Elementary School are 

improving.  Six classrooms were closed for air quality testing 

on Monday.  Test results for four classrooms show the air 

quality is safe.  The school is still waiting on results for two 

more classrooms

10/4/2018 WV Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The State Lottery Commission approved the final sports 

betting rules Wednesday and rejected a proposal by 

profession sports leagues to include an integrity fee.  

Lawmakers rejected the integrity fee during the legislative 

session, but the sports leagues tried to convince the Lottery 

Commission to approve it during the rule-making process.

10/5/2018 Roads in Lincoln County NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Families along Sycamore and Laurel Fork Road in Clay 

Country are worried about one of their roads.  Neighbors say 

road slips in the area continue to get worse and Clay County 

school buses can not run on the road. Parents are now having 

to drive several miles out of their way to take their kids to the 

bus every morning. WCHS TV reported the West Virginia 

Division of Highways is working on the issue, but did not have 

a timeline of when the work will be finished. 

10/5/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The United States Senate is fighting the opiod epidemic.  

Senate Republicans and Democrats came together to 

overwhelmingly pass a sweeping opioids bill 98 to 1.  The bill 

delivers resources to hard-hit areas like West Virginia, and 

helps law enforcement stop the flow of illegal drugs including 

synthetic opioids and fentanyl.  With President Donald Trump's 

signature, the bill will become law.

10/7/2018 RED CROSS NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

Local Red Cross report of local and national help for Hurricane and 

flood victims

10/8/2018 Ravesnwood School NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Construction is moving right along at the site of the new 

Ravenswood Middle School on the campus of Ravenswood 

High School.  The two separate buildings will be connected, 

but maintain their own identity with separate staffs and 

administrators.  It's a $13.3 million project, and construction 

should wrap up next spring.  The school won't open until fall 

for the 2019 school year. No word on what is planned for the 

old middle school building.



10/8/2018 E-Z Pass NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

EZ-Passes are popular…The state Parkways Authority has 

more than doubled it's customer service staff to keep up with 

the number of accounts being created for the West Virginia 

Turnpike program. More than 10-thousand new accounts were 

created in September. Motorists are taking advantage of the 

24-dollar, three-year, unlimited pass created by the legislature 

last year.

10/8/2018 WV National Guard NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia National Guard held exercises over the 

weekend to test combat readiness.  The Airlift Wing tested its 

full spectrum combat readiness during wartime conditions, and 

you may have noticed increased traffic and security on 

Coonskin Drive.  The training emphasized combat skills and 

helped wing Airmen prepare for unexpected events.

10/9/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A court-appointed expert in a case with national implications 

for addressing the opioid epidemic is recommending that a 

pivotal lawsuit move forward.  Drug makers, distributors and 

pharmacies had argued that a lawsuit filed by Summit County, 

Ohio, should be dismissed. The case is among more than 

1,000 cases filed by local and state governments against the 

industry in federal courts.  They have been consolidated in 

Cleveland and the judge is pushing the companies and 

governments to reach a settlement, but also has scheduled 

trials for the case from Summit County and some other places 

for next year.  They would serve as test cases for rulings in 

other lawsuits

10/9/2018 Hepatitis A Outbread NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Health officials say the Hepatitis A outbreak has peaked in 

some areas of the state, but not in Kanawha County, which is 

in an area that accounts for most of the cases in West Virginia.  

A case at the Floyd County jail in Kentucky was confirmed last 

week is reinforcing the need for preventative measures.  

Health officials encourage vaccines, especially among school-

age kids, and proper hand washing.

10/10/2018 WV Violent Crimes NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

U.S. Attorney Mike Stuart addressed violent crime in 

Charleston Tuesday at the Robert C. Byrd Federal 

Courthouse, and introduced collaborative efforts to address 

the crimes.  The new project is additional element of the 

national initiative Project Safe Neighborhoods.  Project 

Charleston will target the West Side and will include a flood of 

federal resources from the FBI and DEA to help make streets 

safe.  



10/10/2018 STEM Education NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia and Kentucky colleges are teaming up to boost 

the performance of Appalachian students in science, 

technology, engineering and math.  The alliance aims to 

support STEM education for underrepresented students. The 

effort is backed by a National Science Foundation grant.  

Education officials say the grant will support learning 

initiatives, stipends, workshops and research activities with the 

goal of increasing the number of STEM bachelor’s degrees 

earned each year.

10/10/2018 Natural Gas Prices NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Good news, just in time for the winter months, your natural gas 

bill is going down.  The Public Service Commission ordered 

natural gas utilities to lower their rates for more than 95-

percent of customers in the state.  Interim rates will go into 

effect November 1
st
, and will decrease from four to six 

percent.

10/11/2018 Operation Walk USA NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A medical service organization will provide free joint 

replacements at West Virginia University Medicine later this 

year.  Patients will receive free treatment, including surgery, 

hospitalization and pre- and post-operative care.  The program 

is provided by Operation Walk USA. Surgeries will be 

performed Dec. 6 at WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial 

Hospital.  The organization has provided help to more than 

700 patients.  For more information, contact WVU Medicine 

orthopedic nurse clinician Cynthia Drummond at (304) 598-

6720 or drummondcy@wvumedicine.org.

10/11/2018 Internet Tax NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia will tax most internet retail sales.  The Gazette-

Mail reports the State Tax Department has issued an 

administrative notice to most out-of-state retailers ordering 

they are to begin collecting and remitting taxes on internet 

sales to West Virginia residents made on or after Jan. 1.

10/11/2018 Bed Bugs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

An elementary school in Charleston is dealing with bed bugs.  

Kanawha County Schools confirmed that bed bugs were found 

at Ruthlawn Elementary School on a cloth covered chair that 

staff members use during breaks in the kitchen area.  A pest 

management company is treating the school and inspecting 

classrooms, and the chair is gone.  No students have reported 

any issues because of bed bugs.



10/12/2018 EMS Teams NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Emergency responders are headed to help those in the path of 

Hurricane Michael.  EMS teams from Kanawha County left 

early Thursday to help with emergency response efforts in 

Florida and Georgia.  The Kanawha County Emergency 

Ambulance Authority said the first stop was Stone Mountain, 

GA for a team of three ambulances, and another team of five 

ambulances, including two from Kanawha County, one from 

Logan County and two from Jan-Care of Beckley is heading to 

Pensacola, Florida.  Those ambulances are not part of the day-

to-day fleet and are intended for regional responses like these.  

It's not known yet when the teams will return.

10/12/2018 METH NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

It's the largest meth bust in state history.  More than two dozen 

people were arrested in Parkersburg on federal and state drug 

charges Thursday, according to federal prosecutors.  

Investigators took down a multi-state drug ring distributing 

meth and heroin and more than $84,000 cash was seized plus 

several vehicles.  The source was in Arizona, and the drugs 

were distributed around Wood County.

10/12/2018 Coal Mining Closure NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A company is shutting down underground mining operations at 

its Wyoming County mine, affecting about 400 employees.  

The Pinnacle Mining Co. LLC confirmed it plans to cease 

underground mining operations at its Pinnacle Mine on or 

before Oct. 19 due to what it says are adverse geological 

conditions.  The company will continue to operate the coal 

preparation plant for a longer period of time and says it will 

continue to explore other mining options in the region. The 

Pinnacle Mine is nearly 50 years old.

10/14/2018 WV Alzheimer's Association NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.



10/15/2018 Shawnee Sports Complex NEWs AM DRIVE n/a

Just three months after its official grand opening, the Shawnee 

Sports Complex hosted hundreds of youth athletes and their 

families over the weekend. The Kanawha Valley Soccer 

League hosted the largest tournament at the complex to date.  

Organizers said the event will help them to prepare for the 

Friends of Coal cup next month, which will bring in up to 2,000 

athletes and their families.

10/15/2018 GrANDFamilies NEWs AM DRIVE n/a

Putnam County grandparents raising their grandchildren have 

help from a new program. Putnam County schools first 

meeting of GRANDfamilies happened Friday with the goal of 

helping grandparents learn more about technology and the 

school curriculum. School administrators estimate there are 

21,000 West Virginian grandparents raising grandchildren.  

The next Putnam County Schools GRANDfamilies meetings is 

November 9 and are open to any grandparent. They meet at 

Teays Valley Nazarene Church. 

10/15/2018 Fallout - '76 NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia is partnering with a popular video game that is 

based in the state. Governor Justice and the state Tourism 

Office announced a deal with Bethesda Softworks to promote 

the upcoming release of Fallout-76, an online open world 

video game set in post nuclear West Virginia. An advertising 

campaign will educate players about West Virginia's unique 

landscape and culture, and offer them an open invitation to 

visit the state.

10/16/2018 Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Major League Baseball and the casino industry are 

entrenched in their views on a league proposal to get a cut 

from wagers placed on the sport. The MLB and other pro 

leagues haves asked for a percentage of the wagers, and 

casinos have strongly opposed any direct payments. A U.S. 

Supreme Court decision in May allowed states to legalize 

sports betting. Sports books have since then opened in New 

Jersey, West Virginia and other states.  No final decisions yet 

on the so-called integrity fee for professional sports leagues 



10/16/2018 WV Healthright NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A medical mobile clinic that will offer free dental, vision and 

medical care is coming to Charleston this Saturday, Oct. 20 

and Sunday, Oct. 21.  Remote Area Medical partners with 

West Virginia Health Right to sponsor the clinic at Bible Center 

School, 1111 Oakhurst Drive in Charleston.  The clinic in 

Charleston will offer dental cleanings, dental fillings, dental 

extractions, dental X-rays, eye exams, eyeglass prescriptions, 

eyeglasses made on-site, women's health exams and general 

medical exams. The parking lot opens by 12 midnight on the 

first night of the event. 

10/16/2018 Voting Deadline NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The deadline to register to vote is today, for the Nov. 6 general 

election.  You can register online or in person at county clerk's 

offices, the secretary of state's office, the Division of Motor 

Vehicles, public assistance offices, agencies serving disabled 

people, marriage license offices and military recruiting 

agencies.  Early voting begins Oct. 24 and runs until Nov. 3. 

10/16/2018 Vacant Homes NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

As temperatures drop in the Kanawha Valley, fire departments 

have growing concerns with vacant homes.  The Clendenin 

fire chief told WCHS TV that since the floods in 2016 they're 

seen an increase in vacant homes because of damage or 

because the homes are in the middle of a rebuild, and there's 

a concern about fires this winter.  Between October and April, 

volunteer departments along the Elk River responded to about 

50 fires and 75% of those were caused by arson.  If you see 

something suspicious, report it, and keep vacant homes 

locked up.  

10/17/2018 National Park Service NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

If you're interested in climbing at New River Gorge National 

River and Gauley River National Recreation Area there's more 

to learn at a public meeting this month. The National Park 

Service says it will discuss the climbing management plan, 

provide updates on issues brought up at previous meetings 

and take questions and comments from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 at Canyon Rim Visitor Center.  New River Gorge 

National River is one of the largest climbing areas in the 

eastern U.S., with more than 1,600 established climbing 

routes.  



10/17/2018 Save The Music Foundation NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A Kanawha County school has gotten the attention of a TV 

channel.  McKinley Middle School was picked by VH1's Save 

the Music Foundation to receive a lot of help, including 36 new 

instruments that the students won't have to buy.  The TV 

channel sent flutes, clarinets, saxophones, and a snare drum 

kit to the school worth about $35,000.  McKinley Middle School 

has 75 members in the band, and they're expecting a visit 

from VH1 next Friday, October 26th.

10/17/2018 Flu Shots NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department and Putnam 

County Health Department has flu shots, and they're available 

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Calling first for 

an appointment is suggested, but they are available to walk-

ins too. The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department is 

located at 108 Lee St., in Charleston. The Putnam County 

Health Department is located at 11878 Winfield Road in 

Winfield.

10/17/2018 WV Public Service Comm. NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Public Service Commission of West Virginia encourages 

consumers to take advantage of budget billing and average 

monthly payment plans offered by utility companies. Budget 

billing plans average total annual usage into more manageable 

monthly bills and that helps eliminate sharp increases during 

winter heating and summer cooling seasons.   Contact your 

utility providers to ask about the budget periods and plans they 

offer.

10/18/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Concerns are growign about a powerful new opioid that could 

be coming soon.  And FDA committee is recommending the 

approval of DSUVIA, which critics warn could be more 

dangerous than fentanyl or oxycontin.   The pill dissolves 

under the tongue and could be 500 times more powerful than 

morphine.  WSB-TV reported the drug's approval was rejected 

last year over concerns it could end up in the wrong hands. 

This time around, there are guidelines stating that the drug 

must be administered by a trained healthcare professional.

10/18/2018 Corridor H Construction NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Transportation officials are trying to get the Corridor H project 

restarted. Environmental concerns shut down work recently, 

because of water quality issues in Tucker and Randolph 

counties. The Corridor H project will extend more than 150-

miles of highway from central West Virginia to Northern 

Virginia.



10/18/2018 Domestic Violence NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and law 

enforcement officers in Kanawha County took that to heart on 

Wednesday.  WCHS TV reported Kanawha County deputies, 

Charleston police and U.S. marshals served more than five 

dozen warrants across the county for charges relating to 

domestic violence and family court.  Suspects take the risk of 

facing more charges if they wait and tend to have more control 

over the situation if they turn themselves in to law 

enforcement, according to Sgt. B. D. Humphreys with the 

Kanawha County Sheriff's Office.

10/19/2018 Medical Mobile Clinic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A medical mobile clinic that will offer free dental, vision and 

medical care is coming to Charleston this Saturday, Oct. 20 

and Sunday, Oct. 21.  Remote Area Medical partners with 

West Virginia Health Right to sponsor the clinic at Bible Center 

School, 1111 Oakhurst Drive in Charleston.  The clinic in 

Charleston will offer dental cleanings, dental fillings, dental 

extractions, dental X-rays, eye exams, eyeglass prescriptions, 

eyeglasses made on-site, women's health exams and general 

medical exams. The parking lot opens by 12 midnight on the 

first night of the event. Ticket distribution usually begins at 3 

a.m. and patients are served in chronological order when the 

clinic opens at 6 a.m

10/19/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Gov. Jim Justice says there will be no change in state funding 

for the state employees' public insurance plan next year.  The 

Gazette-Mail reports Justice said in a letter to the agency's 

director that state funding next year will total $575 million, 

which is unchanged from this year. The letter is required by 

law to be sent by Oct. 15 so the PEIA Finance Board can 

develop a benefits plan.  Justice pledged on Oct. 2 to put $100 

million toward the insurance plan. Justice's chief of staff Mike 

Hall said in a statement that the additional funding isn't 

included because the governor has made a proposal, but it 

must be approved by the legislature. 



10/19/2018 WV Engineers NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Young engineers will test their skills at safely landing 

pumpkins dropped from 11 stories up today at West Virginia 

University.  WVU’s Statler College of Engineering and Mineral 

Resources is having its 31st annual Pumpkin Drop today and 

hundreds of elementary, middle and high school teams are 

expected. The event is designed to teach engineering 

concepts by designing an enclosure that can protect pumpkins 

from damage when dropped from the building’s roof.  

10/21/2018 WV Alzheimer's Association NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.

10/22/2018 Coal Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

First Energy says a coal fired power plant that was scheduled 

to close early next year, will remain operational. The Pleasants 

Power Station in Willow Island will continue operations through 

2022. The power company says it will provide additional time 

to evaluate long term plans. The plant has about 160 

employees.

10/22/2018 Charleston Civic Center NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The renovations are finished and the Charleston Coliseum and 

Convention Center is open with a fresh new look.  Mayor 

Danny Jones attended Friday's ribbon cutting for the nearly 

$100 million renovation and expansion, along with 

representatives from the convention bureau, the city council.  

It's a project that got started in 2012 and transformed not only 

the look of the buildling the but name too.  Instead of the Civic 

Center, it's now officially the Charleston Collesium and 

Convention Center.

10/22/2018 Abortion Rights NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginians will be voting on a state constitutional 

amendment in November. Amendment one asks voters to 

change the constitution to read that nothing "secures or 

protects a right to abortion or requires the funding of an 

abortion." Supporters gathered on the Capitol steps earlier this 

week carrying "vote yes on 1" signs. Opponents say the 

amendment would allow politicians to pass laws banning 

abortion under any circumstances.



10/22/2018 Excess Levy NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Kanawha County Board of Education is asking voters in 

November to renew the excess levy for $108 million and 

another five years.  The money would pay for pay for heating, 

ventilation and air-conditioning improvements to 15 schools, 

including six of the eight high schools. Classes have been 

canceled several times in the past two years because of 

malfunctions with heating and AC. Other expenses in the levy 

include textbooks, salaries and benefits, pest management, 

and other maintenance.  The Gazette Mail reported if the levy 

doesn’t pass, school officials would either have to cut about 20 

percent of the system’s expenses or quickly hold a special 

election and ask voters again to pass an excess levy

10/23/2018 Trout Stocking NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia’s Division of Natural Resources says it will stock 

streams and ponds with golden rainbow trout next spring after 

a similar stocking last spring proved popular. The Gazette-Mail 

reported the idea is to give young people and their families an 

incentive to get out and fish. The state’s seven trout hatcheries 

are sharing the task of growing 40,000 golden rainbows. The 

fish have are segregated from other trout and fed a special 

diet to enhance their bright-yellow color.

10/23/2018 Obesity Summit NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The 12th annual Southern Obesity Summit is underway at the 

Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center. More than three-

hundred participants from fifteen southern states are expected 

to attend. West Virginia ranked number one in a recent poll, 

with over 38-percent of the population diagnosed as clinically 

obese.  The conference runs through Wednesday.

10/23/2018 Book Festival NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia Book Festival is coming this weekend, and 

it's another event that will be in the newly renovated 

Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center.  Book lovers 

can interact with authors and take part in workshops and 

panels.  There's also a book sale planned from 8 to 5 Saturday 

in the Grand Hall.  The Book Festival starts Friday and runs 

through Saturday.

10/23/2018 E-Cigarettes Concerns NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

WVU researchers are raising questions about E-cigarettes. 

Animal studies reveal that inhaling vapor products can do just 

as much damage to your body as tobacco products. The 

research found dangerous cardiovascular effects that are 

similar to the effects of smoking tobacco.



10/24/2018 Mine Safety Training NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Spec Rescue International will open a training site at the Old 

Hobet Mine site in Boone County. The company trains first 

responders, military members, FEMA workers, and others 

how to conduct emergency operations. Adjutant General 

James Hoyer says the West Virginia National Guard plans to 

use four to five-thousand of the 12-thousand acres at the site.

10/24/2018 School Bus Safety NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

It's National School Bus Safety Week and Kanawha County 

bus drivers are supporting it.  The idea is to raise safety 

awareness and the local drivers are offering some tips.  

Students have to wait for the okay from the driver to cross in 

front of the bus, and stay at least ten feet away while others 

are loading and unloading so the driver can see everyone.  

Kanawha County Schools will debut twelve new security 

cameras installed on buses later today at a news conference.  

10/24/2018 Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The first month of sports betting in West Virginia brought in a 

modest profit.  Lottery officials say the state made about 200-

thousand-dollarss.  Two casinos currently have a sportsbook, 

and two more casinos are expected to open soon.

10/25/2018 Marshall Employment NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Marshall University says it’s one of the recipients of funds from 

the Appalachian Regional Commission program to aid the 

economy in communities affected by the downturn in coal 

production.  The school will receive almost $1.5 million for an 

employment program and will receive additional funding for the 

project from the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation.  

The program aims to develop a regional system to offer job 

training and placement assistance for people affected by the 

coal industry decline and opioid use in southern West Virginia.   

West Virginia is to receive about $7.6 million of the $26.5 

million that the commission is awarding to nine states to help 

struggling coal communities.

10/25/2018 Cable Price Increas NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Your cable bill may be going up…Spectrum Internet will 

increase five-dollars-a-month for customers who subscribe to 

Spectrum TV. Internet only subscribers will see a one-dollar-a -

month increase. The new rates will go into effect November 

1st, and a spokesperson said they will affect every Spectrum 

customer across the country.



10/25/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Early voting is on now, and locations include the Cross Lanes 

Sheriff’s Detachment, the Sissonville Public Library, the 

Elkview Sheriff’s Detachment, Belle Town Hall, Marmet Town 

Hall and the Voter Registration Office in Charleston.  Hours for 

early voting are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. On 

Saturday, Oct. 27, and Saturday, Nov. 3, the hours are from 9 

a.m. until 5 p.m. 

10/25/2018 Catholic Diocese NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston says it plans to 

release the names of all priests accused of child sexual abuse 

since 1950.  Archbishop William Lori says none of the 

individuals on the list are in active ministry.

10/26/2018 National School Bus Safety NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

It's National School Bus Safety Week, and Kanawha County 

Schools took the opportunity to unveil new security cameras.   

Buses have been equipped with a new system that records 

almost every exterior angle and gives drivers an extra set of 

eyes.  The cameras are also meant to catch illegal passing, 

and could help law enforcement if a child is hit by a vehicle 

while trying to get on or off the bus. The new system invovles 

twelve cameras on each bus, and over the next few years 

each bus in the school system will have it

10/26/2018 Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A West Virginia lottery official says more casinos are working 

to start offering sports betting.  Lottery Deputy Director Doug 

Buffington told Lottery Commission members that the 

Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack and Resort in Chester has 

paid the $100,000 annual licensing fee.  The Gazette-Mail 

reports Mardi Gras Casino and Resort and Wheeling Island 

will soon conduct field tests of sports betting equipment.  The 

only two casinos offering sports betting so far are Hollywood 

Casino and The Greenbrier.  West Virginia collected more 

than $198,000 from sports betting wagers in September. That 

is 10 percent of the revenue that casinos earned from sports 

betting

10/26/2018 Coal Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Bluestone Resources is hiring 290 additional workers to add to 

its staff at its coal mines in West Virginia, Virginia and 

Kentucky.  The new jobs will be created in McDowell County at 

the Keystone Surface Mine and at Bishop Surface Mine, which 

is reopening.  The highest paying wages in the coal sector, 

along with a newly redesigned bonus program. A new red hat 

training program for a small number of inexperienced workers 

also is being initiated.  The hiring push is beginning right away.



10/26/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

More than 16-thousand ballots were cast during the first day of 

early voting in West Virginia.  Of that total, over 76-hundred 

were Democrats and nearly 64-hundred were Republicans.  

Early voting runs through November 3
rd

.

10/28/2018 Kanawha County Emergency Management NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

C.W. Sigmon and Mike Oakley, with the Kanawha County Emergency 

Management Department with heating, fireplace and Christmas 

Safety

10/29/2018 WV Small Colleges NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Four-Year Higher 

Education has recommended a $10 million annual funding 

increase for West Virginia’s smaller colleges.  The Gazette-

Mail reported that the proposal would distribute the dollars 

using the state budget surplus.  Among the recommendations:  

$553,000 to Bluefield State College,  $1.6 million to Concord 

University, $3.4 million to Fairmont State University, Zero to 

Marshall University, -$860,000 to West Virginia State 

University, and Zero to West Virginia University and the WV 

Institute of Technology.  

10/29/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Early voting in West Virginia runs through Saturday, and 

among the races drawing voters to the polls -- the US Senate 

race between Democrat Joe Manchin and Republican Patrick 

Morrisey.  Manchin is looking for a second full six-year term in 

the Senate.  Attorney General Patrick Morrisey is looking to 

unseat Manchin.  He's been the Attorney General for West 

Virginia since January 2013.  

10/29/2018 Trick or Treating NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Trick-or-treaters will soon be knocking on your door. The 

Kanawha County Commission set Halloween hours from 6-to-

8 p.m. Tuesday night. Charleston, St. Albans, South 

Charleston, Nitro and Dunbar will also observe trick or treating 

hours Tuesday night.

10/29/2018 Kroger Closing NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Today is the last day of business for the Kroger store in 

Smithers.  Employees who work there have found jobs at 

other Kroger locations, according to the company.  Some were 

unable to accept a transfer, but the majority will continue to 

work for Kroger.  The lease on the Smithers building expires 

Nov. 16, and the equipment has been sold to Grant’s.  That 

company will take over the space and open a new grocery 

store there in early 2019. 



10/30/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Early voting continues through Saturday. with several ballot 

entries drawing voters to the polls.  Ten candidates are 

running in each of two races for unexpired terms on the state 

Supreme Court. The vacancies occurred after the retirements 

of justices Menis Ketchum and Robin Davis.  Republican 

former state House of Delegates speaker Tim Armstead and 

GOP Congressman Evan Jenkins were picked as temporary 

replacements. Armstead also is on the Nov. 6 ballot for 

Ketchum’s unexpired term, which runs through 2020. Jenkins 

is seeking Davis’ unexpired term, which runs through 2024.

10/31/2018 ACLU NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The American Civil Liberties Union of West Virginia says a 

city’s proposed vagrancy ordinance is unconstitutional and 

discriminates against people for being homeless.  The Gazette-

Mail reports the local ACLU sent a letter to St. Albans officials 

asking city council members to reconsider before voting on the 

ordinance during the next regular council meeting Nov. 5. 

ACLU of West Virginia Legal Director Loree Stark says the 

proposal is too vaguely written and doesn’t define what sort of 

behavior is permitted or prohibited, leaving the discretion up to 

individual officers

10/31/2018 Shawnee Sports Complex NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Shawnee Sports complex will host the inaugural Sports 

Spooktacular tonight with games, contest, and trick-or-

treating.  It's a free family event from 6 to 9 pm.  The West 

Virginia State University men's and women's basketball, 

softball, baseball, football and men's and women's tennis 

teams also will offer free clinics. Register on the Shawnee 

Sports Complex website.

10/31/2018 Marshall Enrollment NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Freshman enrollment at Marshall University is down this fall, 

but overall enrollment has increased from last year to 13,178, 

thanks to some high school students.  The Herald-Dispatch 

reports that figure is up 168 students from 2017. President 

Jerome Gilbert attributed the rise to an 80 percent increase in 

high school students taking dual-credit courses. Gilbert said 

it’s hoped the freshman enrollment figure rises next year, and 

he believes high school numbers could increase as well. He 

said officials hope the high school students will enroll as 

Marshall freshmen in the future.



11/1/2018 Water Rates Going Up NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Your water bill may be going up…West Virginia American 

Water has reached an agreement with state regulators to raise 

rates an average 7-dollars-a-month. The water company says 

it needs the money for ongoing infrastructure investments. The 

increase still needs final approval.

11/1/2018 Constitutional Measure NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A constitutional measure on West Virginia’s Nov. 6 ballot 

would allow lawmakers to have some control over the state 

judiciary’s budget.  The amendment would allow the 

Legislature to decide each year whether to reduce the state 

courts’ budget, but not less than 85 percent of the previous 

year’s budget. It also would require the Supreme Court’s chief 

justice to answer budget questions before lawmakers.  The 

chief justice, in consultation with other justices, currently has 

constitutional autonomy in deciding how the system spends a 

$139 million annual budget. Voters will decide on the 

amendment on Tuesday.

11/2/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

After Secretary of State Mac Warner led a push to register 

young voters, election officials are monitoring the turnout.  In 

the first week of early voting, the number of young voters 

(ages 18-25) casting their ballot in Cabell County has more 

than doubled since 2016 and that was a presidential election 

which usually attracts more votes than midterm elections.  

Marshall has had a polling location on campus and 

convenience may be playing a part in the turnout. 

11/4/2018 South Charleston Lions Club NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

South Charleston Lions discuss their sight program and fund raising 

for the end of the year and 2019

11/5/2018 West Side Redevelopment NEWs AM DRIVE n/a

Redevelopment is giving a boost to the Elk City area on 

Charleston's West Side.  Empty store have been abundant 

over the past few years, bu now new businesses are starting 

to pop up.  Eyewitness News reported several businesses like 

burger and coffee shops have moved in over the past year 

and more are coming, like an ice cream shop and a distillery.  

Developers said doctors office, performing arts theater and 

book store are all in the works.  Charleston Main Street will 

host an event on Thursday about a new public lighting initiative 

for the West Side which will start in Elk City.



11/5/2018 Early Voting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

More West Virginians have cast more early ballots this year 

than in the last midterm election. The Gazette-Mail reported 

121,679 ballots had been cast as of Thursday morning and 

early voting ended Saturday. In 2014, the last nonpresidential 

election year, there were 97,388 ballots casts during early 

voting. The Kanawha County Commission says 16,352 early 

votes were cast and that's up by nearly ten thousand from the 

May primary early voting period.. Putnam County Clerk Brian 

Wood said there are more races on the ballot this year, which 

could help account for the higher turnout. There are two 

Supreme Court races, a U.S. Senate race and two questions 

regarding constitutional amendments.  Election Day is 

Tuesday, Nov. 6.

11/5/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

U.S. regulators approved a fast-acting, super-potent opioid 

tablet Friday and said it's an alternative to IV painkillers used in 

hospitals.  The FDA said there will be tight restrictions on its 

distribution and it is intended only for supervised settings like 

hospitals. The Department of Defense was a proponent of the 

pill because it wanted a way to provide fast pain relief to 

injured soldiers. The tablt goes under the tongue with a 

dispenser, and starts reducing pain in 15 to 30 minutes. The 

pill called Dsuvia (duh-SOO'-vee-uh contains sufentanil, a 

chemical cousin of the opioid fentanyl.  It won't be available in 

drugstores. 

11/6/2018 Election Day Information NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Election Day is today, and the Senate race between 

incombent Democrat Joe Manchin and Repblican challenger 

Patrick Morrisey is coming down to the wire. Recent polls 

show the two are within a few percentage points of each other. 

Manchin will spend the day on a motorcycle tour across the 

state, while Morrisey has been on the campaign trail, including 

a rally Friday with President Trump.

11/6/2018 Shawnee Sports Complex NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A new sports complex in Institute is hosting a youth soccer 

tournament this week.  The inaugural Friends of Coal Cup will 

be held Saturday and Sunday at the Shawnee Sports 

Complex, and organizers say 100 teams are expected to 

participate in games for ages 8 to 18. There will be nine girls 

and 12 boys divisions.  The 127-acre complex west of 

Charleston opened in July on a former golf course and has six 

turf soccer fields. The tournament is sponsored by the West 

Virginia Coal Association.



11/6/2018 Drug Bust NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of West Virginia Mike 

Stuart announced Monday that a major drug pipeline between 

Akron, Ohio, and Charleston, W.Va. has been eliminated. 

Stuart said federal, county and local law enforcement 

dismantled a drug trafficking operation that distributed large 

quantities of fentanyl, methamphetamine and heroin. The 

takedown is part of a long-term investigation into suspected 

drug distributor Eugene Wells. Six arrests have been made in 

Charleston and more arrests are expected in Akron. In late 

September, officers executed a search warrant on Miranda 

Brandon’s home on Charleston’s West Side, and that led to 

the arrest of Wells, Brandon and Sherry Gray and drugs were 

seized

11/7/2018 St. Albans Vagrancy NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

 St. Albans will wait to vote on its vagrancy ordinance.  The 

City Council  decided to hold off on the vote after getting a 

letter from the American Civil Liberties Union.  The ordinance 

would dumpster diving and sleeping on the streets, and has 

been a source of controversy because some say it 

criminalizes homelessness.  The ACLU worries that there 

would be a problem enforcing the ordinance fairly.  A vote is 

expected after the city of St. Albans responds to the ACLU. 

11/7/2018 WV American Water Scam NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia American Water is warning its customers to 

guard themselves from people pretending to be utility workers.  

The latest warning comes after a reported incident where 

police said a man posing as a water company employee was 

involved in a theft in Barboursville.  The man went to Village 

Manor and posed as a water company employee and told an 

elderly woman he needed to go into her bathroom and then 

went through her belongings and took $300.  The company 

said that employees should not need access to any indoor 

facilities and are not authorized by the company to enter 

customers' homes. 

11/8/2018 Voting App NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia was the first state in the country to implement a 

mobile voting app on Tuesday.  The app allowed those serving 

over seas to vote using their phones, according to the 

Secretary of State.  Mac Warner estimated that 144 voters in 

30 different countries cast their ballots for races in West 

Virginia using an app, and 22 counties in the state took part in 

the mobile voting. 



11/8/2018 Veterans Day NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

With Veteran's Day on Sunday, there will be many events 

through the weekend to celebrate and honor veterans.  The 

77th Kanawha Valley Veterans Day Parade is scheduled to 

happen at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10 and will start at the 

corner of Kanawha Boulevard in Charleston and Leon Sullivan 

Way. Then the route moves along Capitol Street to Quarrier 

Street then onto Truslow Street back to the boulevard. The 

parade will feature about 60 different groups, including local 

high school JROTC cadets, marching bands, fire engines and 

military vehicles, according to organizers.  

11/8/2018 School Levy Approved NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Schools in Kanawha County will have more money after voters 

approved the levy on Tuesday.  Property owners agreed to 

pay more in taxes to help fund the schools with the excess 

levy passing Tuesday by 34,799 votes to 18,930.  The money 

will go for issues including HVAC improvements and roofing 

projects, updating safety and security measures, adding turf at 

the high schools, along with generating the funding for 

custodians, counselors and art teachers.  The priorities are 

outlined on the district’s website

11/8/2018 Voter Turnout NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Secretary of State's office says that voter turnout was 

unofficially more than 47 percent in West Virginia this election.  

Mac Warner also said West Virginia was the first state in the 

nation to allow voters to use a mobile app.  He said 144 votes 

were cast that way by registered West Virginia voters who are 

overseas. The Secretary of State's office thanks The 

Department of Homeland Security, the West Virginia National 

Guard, and others for what they are calling a successful 

midterm election.

11/9/2018 Vererans Day Parade NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The 77th Kanawha Valley Veterans Day Parade is scheduled 

to happen at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10 and will start at the 

corner of Kanawha Boulevard in Charleston and Leon Sullivan 

Way. Then the route moves along Capitol Street to Quarrier 

Street then onto Truslow Street back to the boulevard. The 

parade will feature about 60 different groups, including local 

high school JROTC cadets, marching bands, fire engines and 

military vehicles, according to organizers.  After the parade, a 

short ceremony will be held to honor veterans of all military 

branches, and they'll have food and entertainment at the 

American Legion John Brawley Post 20 at 415 Dickinson 

Street



11/9/2018 Marshall Gift NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Marshall University received one of the largest gifts in it’s 

history.  Marshall Alum and Intuit Chairman and CEO Brad 

Smith and his wife made a 25-million-dollar donation to the 

Lewis College of Business.  The gift will allow the college to 

reworks its curriculum and build new facilities.

11/11/2018 South Charleston Lions Club NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

South Charleston Lions discuss their sight program and fund raising 

for the end of the year and 2019

11/12/2018 Hotel Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Hurricane is getting a new hotel.  City leaders held a news 

conference Friday to announce that a Wingate by Wyndham 

will be opened by Hospitality Group LLC. The new hotel will be 

located behind the GoMart off the interstate where the Budget 

Inn was being torn down.  The groundbreaking is expected in 

March 2019 with hopes the facility will be open by January 

2020.  It will have about twenty full-time employees

11/12/2018 E-Cigarettes Concerns NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Food and Drug Administration is expected to start limiting 

e-cigarettes with flavors like cherry, vanilla and mixed berry. 

The FDA is expected to announce a ban of most of them from 

gas stations and convenience stores to keep teens from 

getting them.  Online sales will be restricted to those sites with 

have an age verification process.  

11/12/2018 WV EPA NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 

has awarded prizes for clean counties and communities as 

well as environmental teachers of the year.  The teachers of 

the year are Amanda Morris of Pleasant Valley Elementary in 

Calhoun County, Penni Harris of Elkins Middle School in 

Randolph County and Richard Parsons of Herbert Hoover 

High School in Kanawha County. Each teacher receives a 

$500 personal award and a $1,000 award to promote science, 

technology, engineering and math education.  Two counties 

were recognized as “clean counties.” They are Berkeley 

County Solid Waste Authority, which received the $2,000 first-

place award, and McDowell County Solid Waste Authority, 

which was awarded the $1,000 second-place award.

11/12/2018 WV Economy News NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia’s economy continues to see an uptick.  Numbers 

released over the weekend show the state’s General Revenue 

Fund collections continue to exceed estimates, hitting almost 

360-million-dollars last month.  That is close to two-and-a-half-

million-dollars above estimates.



11/13/2018 Veterans Mental Health NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

On the heels of Veteran's Day, a Huntington group wants 

veterans to know there is help for mental health issues.  The 

non-profit organization is committed to offering support and 

services to veterans and their families and offers the Veterans 

Crisis Line for those struggling.  The number is 1-800-273-

8255. The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs reports a 

staggering 20 veterans commit suicide each day.

11/13/2018 Logan Counterfeit Money NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Watch out for counterfeit money in Logan.  The Logan Police 

Department recovered fake bills at restaurants and 

businesses in Logan. Walmart and McDonald's are among the 

businesses that have been affected, and police think this type 

of fake money is legally sold online as training bills for 

cashiers. It's illegal to pass the bills off as real money.  Police 

are asking businesses to get a good description of the person 

attempting to pay with the fake cash and report them.  

11/13/2018 WV FEMA NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A report from the West Virginia legislative auditor's office said 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency has penalized 

the state for not complying with grant requirements since 

2009.  The report says management deficiencies at the state 

Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

prompted FEMA to place West Virginia into a "manual 

reimbursement" policy. FEMA will now only reimburse the 

division when it justifies the request. A complete audit will 

come next month.  West Virginia National Guard adjutant 

general Maj. Gen. James Hoyer and other officials told the 

committee new auditing and other functions have been put in 

place to ensure FEMA compliance.

11/14/2018 FACEBOOK GIFT EXCHANGE NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Maybe you've seen the posts about a secret sister gift 

exchange on Facebook.  Well, don't believe it.  Police 

departments are warning that it's a scam.  It starts as a 

Facebook post asking you to buy a gift of $10 or more. You're 

asked to add your name to a list. In exchange, the scam 

promises, you'll receive 36 gifts.  Experts say it's a pyramind 

scam and it's an illegal post.  It includes personal information 

and it's against Facebook’s terms of agreement too. Ignore the 

post or delete it, and don't give out any personal info.



11/15/2018 Christmas Parades NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Christmas parades are about to get underway across the 

region.  The Logan Christmas parade will happen Thursday, 

November 29th at 7pm and starts at Logan High School.  In 

Charleston, the theme this year is classic Christmas movies, 

and that will kick off at 10 am on Saturday, December 1 on 

Capitol Street at Kanawha Boulevard.  St. Albans will hold its 

annual Christmas parade the same day from 2 to 3 pm down 

Sixth Avenue to Main Street.  

11/15/2018 PSC - State Police NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

More safety inspections are coming for commercial vehicles. 

The West Virginia Parkways Authority, the Public Service 

Commission and the West Virginia State Police announced 

this week that they will dedicate an additional full time PSC 

patrol unit to perform safety inspections and issue citations to 

commercial drivers for speeding and defective equipment on 

the West Virginia Turnpike. The additional officer is expected 

to be in place within the next few weeks, in advance of the 

increased holiday traffic.

11/15/2018 APCO Rate Increase NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A proposed settlement would reduce a rate increase sought by 

Appalachian Power Co. from a nearly 12 percent hike for 

residential customer rates to a 4 percent boost.  The Kanawha 

County Commission said Appalachian Power would agree to 

cut its requested increase to $44 million, which results in about 

a 4 percent increase to residential rates or about $5.11 per 

month for a residential customer.  The settlement also makes 

adjustments to the winter heating rates, meaning that 

customers who use electric heat will see lower bills in the 

winter months. Kanawha County Commission President Kent 

Carper said he fought for this cut to lessen the impact on 

customers, and he believes the 4 percent residential increase 

is the absolute best deal that could be obtained.

11/15/2018 Children - Foster Care NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The number of West Virginia children being placed into the 

foster care system for neglect and physical abuse is on the 

rise.  The West Virginia Child Advocacy Network says that in 

the last five years the evaluation of kids has gone up nearly 70-

percent.   The CAC says they are seeing a correlation 

between the drug epidemic and child abuse.



11/16/2018 Thanksgiving Dinners NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Six churches in North Charleston ar putting on a combined 

Thanksgiving dinner.  The Father's House, COGIC of 

Charleston, Lion of Judah, Church of Deliverance, New Life 

Missionary Baptist Church, and North Charleston Apostolic 

Church will host the dinner at 900 Griffin Drive in Charleston, 

at Orchard Manor, at 3 p.m. on November 17. Pastor Bobby 

Thomas Sr. with the COGIC of Charleston says everyone is 

welcome

11/16/2018 Hepatitis A Outbreak NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A food service worker employed at a Raleigh County 

elementary school has a confirmed case of hepatitis A.  The 

Beckley-Raleigh County Health Department said the 

confirmed case was at Ghent Elementary School.  The risk to 

the public is low, but if you consumed food at the school 

between Oct.21 and Nov. 9 you should consider getting the 

vaccine. Hepatitis A is a routine vaccination given to children 

at 12 months of age, and parents should check their children’s 

vaccination records.

11/16/2018 Snowshoe Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Snowshoe Mountain Ski Resort plans to be open in less than 

ten day.  The slopes are expected to open the Saturday after 

Thanksgiving.  Canaan Valley, Timberline and Winterplace 

anticipate opening in mid-December.

11/18/2018 WV Alzheimer's Association NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.

11/19/2018 New WV State Troopers NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A new class of West Virginia State Troopers is hitting the road. 

Forty new state Troopers graduated Friday. The new class took 

part in an accelerated course, because they all have law 

enforcement backgrounds. It's the first new cade class since 

2015, and brings the force up to around 630 members.



11/19/2018 Fallout - '76 NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Bethesda Game Studios' "Fallout 76" video game hit store 

shelves this week. West Virginia Tourism officials are hoping to 

promote the state to a wider audience with the game’s launch.  

The game takes place exclusively in West Virginia during a post-

apocalyptic time period, and it’s the biggest game yet to come 

out of Bethesda Game Studios. It features West Virginia folklore, 

monsters, and iconic places like Woodburn Hall on West 

Virginia University’s campus, the Greenbrier Resort, and the 

state Capitol.  West Virginia Tourism’s website features an 

interactive map of West Virginia locations included in the game.  

In October, state Tourism officials announced a partnership with 

Bethesda to promote both the game and the state.

11/19/2018 Salvation Army Needs Help NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Salvation Army is asking for volunteers.  They need bell 

ringers outside of stores to man the kettles starting on Black 

Friday.  If you miss the opportunity to drop some change in the 

kettles, you can also donate online at salvationarmyusa.org.  

Volunteers can sign up at redkettlevolunteer.org.

11/19/2018 WVU Medicine NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A West Virginia University surgeon has performed the state’s 

first robotic pediatric spinal surgery.  WVU Medicine said Dr. 

John Lubicky used a robotic surgical guidance system to 

perform the procedure to treat a genetic disorder that causes 

tumors to form on nerve tissue and severe scoliosis.  Lubicky is 

chief of pediatric orthopedics at WVU Medicine Children’s. 

Lubicky said the robot makes it possible to perform a procedure 

on abnormal anatomy that would be difficult with a traditional 

freehand method.  The patient is recovering.

11/20/2019 DNR BUCK SEASON NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

More than 250-thousand hunters were in the woods Monday 

for opening day of the 2018 buck season. Firearm season 

runs for two weeks. The Department of Natural Resources 

anticipates the harvest will be around 50-thousand bucks.

11/20/2018 AAA Travel Info NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

AAA says 54 million people nationwide will be traveling for the 

Thansgiving holiday, with 277,000 of them in and out of West 

Virginia.  That's the highest number since 2005.  On average, 

drivers will be paying about 31 cents more per gallon on gas 

this year than you were last year.  Wednesday and Sunday 

are expected to be the busiest travel days.



11/21/2018 DNR BUCK SEASON NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia's buck firearm season continues today.  Up to 

250,000 hunters are expected to head into the woods for the 

deer gun season, which lasts through Dec. 1.  This week's 

start of the buck gun season in 51 of 55 counties coincided 

with the start of the antlerless deer firearms season, which is 

open on private land and specified public lands. The Division 

of Natural Resources says hunters can shoot two deer on the 

same day, but only one can be an antlered buck.  The agency 

predicts the number of bucks killed will be higher this year due 

to good mast conditions and a healthy and adequate deer 

population.

11/21/2018 addiction treatment facility NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia University Medicine says it plans to open a new 

residential addiction treatment facility in March.  The Dominion 

Post said officials expect to start accepting patients at the 12-

million dollar facility in Morgantown and will offer 30 residential 

treatment beds and 12 detox beds as part of a 28-day 

program.  The mission of the center is to offer a 

comprehensive program that leads to recovery for patients 

with all forms of substance use disorders, including drugs and 

alcohol.  

11/21/2018 Ski Season Opens NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Ski season begins today.  Snowshoe Mountain will open for 

the season this morning.  The West Virginia Ski Area 

Association says the weather has cooperated with 

snowmaking operations.  Winterplace and Cannan Valley will 

open in the next few weeks.  The state's mountain resorts 

draw more than 800-thousand skiers a year.

11/23/2018 Charleston Police Changes NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Charleston Police are planning for a larger presence in the 

downtown shopping areas this holiday season.  At the 

Charleston Town Center, Black Friday shopping started last 

night at 6 pm, and you can expect to see an extra police 

presence today inside the mall too. Uniformed police officers 

are inside the mall, and undercover officers will be in the 

parking garages watching out for people going to and from 

their cars and keeping an eye out for potential car break-ins. 

WCHS TV said the extra patrols will last until New Year’s Day. 



11/23/2018 WV Unemployment Rates NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Unemployment rates rose in 39 of West Virginia's 55 counties 

in October.  WorkForce West Virginia says unemployment 

rates dropped in Clay and Pendleton counties and was 

unchanged in 14 other counties.  Pendleton County's 

seasonally unadjusted unemployment rate of 2.8 percent was 

the lowest in the state.  McDowell County had the highest 

unemployment rate at 8.6 percent, followed by Wyoming and 

Mingo counties. Statewide, the seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate was unchanged at 5.2 percent in October. 

The national rate was unchanged at 3.7 percent.

11/23/2018 WV Highway Projects NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia Department of Transportation says work on 

some major highway projects will be put on hold during the 

Thanksgiving travel period. Workers may be on site in some 

construction zones, and long term lane closures will remain in 

place.

11/25/2018 Autism Awareness NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Lynn Browder, mother of Owen, on this episode Lynn discussed 

Owen losing his first teeth and how to help him cope with the physical 

change. Lynn also discussed Owen's sensory issues with food such as 

texture and color affecting his appetite. Lynn gave tips for going 

outside without meltdowns as well as the importance of having a 

dentist that makes autistic patients comfortable during regular 

procedures. 

11/26/2018 Mountaineer Casino Racetrack NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The horses are racing again at Mountaineer Casino Racetrack 

and Resort in Hancock County. The racing operation has been 

off-line for the past month after four workers at the track were 

diagnosed with Legionnaires' disease, but opened for 

business again on Sunday.  The William Hill Sports Book at 

Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack and Resort is the third sports 

betting location in the state. Wheeling Island Casino and Mardi 

Gras Casino in Kanawha County are expected to open soon.

11/26/2018 WV DNR NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources says hunters 

harvested about 13-thousand buck on opening day of the buck 

firearm season. DNR says that number is down from opening 

day last year, but the agency believed the number of bucks 

taken this year will be higher because of a robust deer 

population. The season opened Monday and will last through 

December 1st.



11/26/2018 WV Retailers NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Retailers are optimistic about the holiday season. The National 

Retail Federation projects a 4-point-3 to 4-point-8 percent 

increase in holiday spending from last year. That means 

Americans could spend as much as 720-billion-dollars in 

November and December.

11/26/2018 PSC - Scams NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Public Service Commission of West Virginia warns utility 

customers to be alert to the possibility of utility scams. More 

are being reported around the state.  If someone claiming to 

represent a utility comes to your door, ask to see ID.  And if 

you get a phone call, be aware that caller ID spoofing software 

may make it look like the call is coming from the utility 

company.  Emails may also look like they're from the utility’s 

website, but can contain harmful links.  If you have questions 

about your bill, call the utility company directly.

11/27/2018 Kmart Closing NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Kmart store in Scott Depot has officially closed.  The last 

day for business was Sunday, and part of a series of planned 

closures that the parent company Sears Holdings announced 

in late August.  Some shoppers on Sunday were able to get up 

to 95 percent off on their purchases. There are 142 Kmart and 

Sears stores that are closing across the country after Sears 

Holdings filed for bankruptcy earlier this fall.  The last day for 

the Kmart store on Charleston’s West Side is Jan. 1st.

11/27/2018 Porch Packages Theives NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Now that you've ordered the packages, the next step is 

delivery and police are warning to watch out for porch package 

thieves.   Online sales are expected to increase this holiday 

season again and with that comes a risk for becoming a victim. 

People in Charleston's Edgewood area are on high alert after 

packages were stolen moments after they were dropped off on 

someone's doorstep last week week.WCHS TV reported 

someone in a Jeep made off with three packages valued at 

more than $400 from a portch on Beech Avenue.  Some 

residents are installing security cameras, or having packages 

delivered to the workplace.



11/27/2018 Timberline Opens - jobs NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Timberline Four Seasons Resort in Tucker County will open 

for the ski season on December, 7th.  There had been 

speculation about the resorts future after the Public Service 

Commission scheduled a Dec. 13 receivership hearing for the 

resort’s water plant.  The resort is continuing to operate under 

a precautionary boil water notice.  The Gazette-Mail reported 

that Tucker County law enforcement also initiated a separate 

investigation into unspecified matters involving Timberline.  

But the resort has begun making snow and plans to open next 

week. 

11/27/2018 Turnpike Traffic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia Parkways Authority says Turnpike traffic 

was down over the holiday travel period.  Turnpike traffic 

dropped almost two-percent over the Thanksgiving holiday.  

There were nearly 775-thousand toll transactions this year.  

That’s almost ten-thousand less that last year.

11/28/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Marshall University has been awarded a federal grant to help 

children affected by the opioid epidemic.  The Herald-Dispatch 

reported the Department of Justice awarded the West Virginia 

school's Department of Social Work a $750,000 grant to 

develop a coalition that will provide aid to elementary school 

children in Cabell and Wayne counties.  The initiative is 

designed for children whose parents are involved in drug-

related activity and will connect organizations from first 

responders to therapists, with the goal to provide support 

through coaching, social work and legal services for students 

and their family.

11/28/2018 WVU Higher Education NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

WVU President Gordon Gee told members of the Blue Ribbon 

Commission on Higher Education that the system needs to 

embrace change.  The commission is recommending an 

additional ten-million-dollars in funding to make up for lost 

revenue, but Gee says he would like to see a new organization 

structure to the higher education system



11/29/2018 WV Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A company building a natural gas pipeline in West Virginia has 

agreed to pay $122,350 for environmental violations. The 

Gazette-Mail cited a consent order that Columbia Gas 

Transmission agreed to pay the amount to the West Virginia 

Department of Environmental Protection for 16 violations while 

building the Mountaineer Xpress Pipeline.  The company 

implemented measures to address each environmental issue 

as it arose and has accepted the draft consent order.  The 

pipeline is one of many being built in the region and would run 

170 miles from Marshall County to Wayne County

11/29/2018 Opening Soon NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A new development training program for entrepreneurs is 

being offered by West Virginia State University starting this 

week.  The program called Opening Soon Inc. is offered by the 

university Extension Service to new and existing businesses. It 

starts Saturday at the university’s Economic Development 

Center.  The school says the program is a two-part series with 

the first session from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, and the second 

part from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday. Registration is required at 

https://wvsuedc.org

11/29/2018 LGBTQ NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A West Virginia mayor is urging officials to add protections for 

LGBTQ people in his city’s code.  The Register-Herald reports 

Beckley Mayor Rob Rappold has asked the city’s Common 

Council to consider an ordinance banning housing and 

employment discrimination against those who identify as 

LGBTQ.  There are no such federal or state laws, so the 

Beckley city attorney is drafting a proposal to allow people a 

means of contesting suspected discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identification. The council will vote after 

the recommendation is adopted.

11/30/2018 WV Firemarshalls NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Three West Virginia assistant fire marshals were honored for 

going above and beyond to help a home repair scam victim in 

Mason County.  Assistant State Fire Marshals L.L. Price, T.S. 

Provaznik and S.E. Petry were honored this week during a 

ceremony at the state Capitol.  The state Fire Marshal’s Office 

said a senior citizen had hired a person he believed to be a 

West Virginia-licensed electrician and paid him in advance, but 

the man claiming to be an electrician had never obtained the 

appropriate state license and the electrical wiring was a 

hazard.  They got a licensed electrician to complete the work



11/30/2018 WV Lottery NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

October was a big month for lottery jackpots, which means 

great revenue numbers for the state. In a two week period 

when the Powerball hit 750-million dollars, and the Mega 

Millions was nearly two-billion dollars, the state sold more than 

11-million dollars just in on-line tickets. For the month of 

October, the state topped 100-million dollars in sales.

11/30/2018 Meth NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The amount of crystal meth seized by the Metro Drug Unit to 

date in 2018 has far surpassed drugs like heroin and fentanyl.  

The most common illegal and often deadly drug flowing into 

the Kanawha Valley is changing. Metro Drug Unit Commander 

Sgt. Chris Powell said crystal meth is now the most-seized 

drug by Powell and the other undercover officers on the Metro 

Drug Unit.  WCHS TV reported this year alone, officers have 

seized more than 15,000 grams of crystal meth.  Powell said 

there’s no way to know how long this trend could last in the 

Kanawha Valley.

12/2/2018 Autism Awareness NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Lynn Browder, mother of Owen, on this episode Lynn discussed 

Owen losing his first teeth and how to help him cope with the physical 

change. Lynn also discussed Owen's sensory issues with food such as 

texture and color affecting his appetite. Lynn gave tips for going 

outside without meltdowns as well as the importance of having a 

dentist that makes autistic patients comfortable during regular 

procedures. 

12/3/2018 Hepatitis A NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A West Virginia county reported a five-fold increase in hepatitis 

A cases within two months. The Register-Herald reports 

hepatitis A cases in Raleigh County rose from 19 at the end of 

September to 100 at the end of November.  Statewide, there 

are 1,963 confirmed cases, with the majority in Kanawha and 

Cabell counties. The West Virginia Department of Health and 

Human Resources says of the confirmed cases, 74 percent of 

those infected report illicit drug use, and they're urging people 

to get vaccinated.



12/3/2018 Jackson County EMS NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Jackson County has a new EMS facility that just opened up in 

the southern part of the county.  The brand new EMS building 

opened next to the Greene Center on Charleston Rd. in 

Kenna, and they held a ribbon cutting Friday afternoon.  The 

goal with the expansion is to cover the county more efficiently 

and increase the response are. The renovation cost about a 

million dollars and took a little under a year.  The new EMS 

facility will have two ambulances, and a crew working 24 

hours. They will start responding to calls next week.

12/3/2018 LGBTQ NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia University-Institute of Technology in 

Beckley has announced its support for Mayor Rob Rappold's 

request to add protections for LGBTQ people to the city's 

code.  The Register-Herald reports the school supports all 

university members, regardless of sexual orientation.  Mayor 

Rob Rappold asked the city's Common Council to consider an 

ordinance prohibiting housing and employment discrimination 

against those who identify as LGBTQ.  The dean of students 

the the WVSU Institute of Technology says the school has a 

nondiscrimination policy, but he'd like to see everyone be 

welcome in the community, regardless of gender identification 

or sexual orientation

12/3/2018 Hurricane Road Problems NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Neighbors along a Hurricane Road are fed up after they say 

the condition of the road is getting dangerous.  Two giant slabs 

of concrete have shifted on Linda Street in Hurricane and 

there are worries residents may not have a way in or out if it 

gets worse.   WCHS TV reported the Hurricane City Manager 

Ben Newhouse is aware of the problems on Linda Street and 

understand the concerns and are working to fix issues there 

and in other places around the city, but they're waiting on 

parts.  The goal is to have Linda Street repaired by the end of 

December.



12/4/2018 Low Income Households NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Applications are being accepted now for a program that helps 

low-income West Virginia households pay utility bills.  The 

nonprofit Dollar Energy Fund administers the Utility Assistance 

Program that provides grants to maintain or restore gas, 

electric and water service. More than 42,000 West Virginia 

households have been assisted by the program since 2008.  

For eligible Appalachian Power customers, the program is 

available through March 29. Grants will be distributed on a first-

come, first-served basis while funds are available and it's a 

one-time grant of up to $300 to restore cut-off services or to 

prevent a termination. For other utility customers in the state, 

the program will remain open until Sept. 30, 2019, or until 

funds are depleted. 

12/4/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

State leaders continue to look for ways to fight the opioid 

crisis, and a new initiative was announced Monday.  Governor 

Jim Justice and other leaders gathered in Huntington to 

announce plans to create a governor's council on substance 

abuse and prevention. West Virginia continues to lead the 

nation with its drug overdose rate.

12/4/2018 Utility Bills Help NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A nonprofit organization that helps low-income West Virginia 

households pay their utility bills is accepting applications.  The 

Dollar Energy Fund administers the Utility Assistance Program 

that provides grants to maintain or restore gas, electric and 

water service.

12/5/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Gov. Jim Justice issued recommendations to a subcommittee 

of the Public Employees Insurance Agency Task Force that he 

believes will help fix PEIA.  The governor's office sent a letter 

to a PEIA task force that includes a $100 million plan to 

stabilize the fund.  The governor said he believes his 

recommendations will address the issues that will benefit PEIA 

recipients the most, and said he looks forward to seeing the 

final report from the task force in the coming days.



12/5/2018 Kanawha County School Policy NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Kanawha County Board of Education members are discussing 

next year's school calendar, and the biggest debate is over 

whether to end the first semester before or after the winter 

break.  Possible start dates are Aug. 12 and Aug. 19 with time 

off for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Spring break would be in 

early April under both proposals.  A public hearing was held 

this week to gather input, and another is planned for Dec. 20.  

A final vote from the board is expected after that.   

12/6/2018 Coal Consumtion NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Americans are consuming less coal in 2018 than at any time 

since 1979, according to a federal report released this week.  

The U.S. Energy Information Administration projected Tuesday 

that 2018 would also see the second-greatest number on record 

of coal-fired power plants shutting down. U.S. coal demand has 

been falling since 2007 in the face of competition from natural 

gas and renewable energy like solar and wind power.  National 

gas production in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia has 

jumped from 2 percent of the nation’s total in 2008 to 27 percent 

last year.

12/6/2018 Nitro Voters NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Nitro voters will have a chance to weigh in on issues including 

police and first responders, street repair, the library, that affect 

the city of Nitro.  The levy will be up for a vote in March after 

being approved by council members this week.  The city council 

said the levy won't create any new taxes. The levy has been in 

place since 1932 and has to be approved every five years. 

12/6/2018 WV Gas & Oil Wells Changes NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

State regulators have entered a deal with Diversified Gas and 

Oil PLC to plug oil and gas wells over the next fifteen years.  The 

Gazette-Mail reported the company entered a consent order 

with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 

saying it would plug at least 730 wells over the next 15 years. 

The company owns about 17,000 oil and gas wells in West 

Virginia, 500 of which are non-producing, according to the 

Surface Owners’ Rights Organization. The number plugged 

would be about two percent of the total number of wells.  

12/6/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The PEIA Task Force is adopting final recommendations as it 

approaches a December 11th deadline.  This week the Task 

Force adopted a proposal to eliminate penalties for out of state 

medical care in border counties.



12/6/2018 Meth NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A sheriff's office stopped a man suspected of shoplifting and 

found about 26 grams of what's believed to be crystal meth in 

his underwear.  The Herald-Dispatch reported that the Cabell 

County Sheriff's Office says 28-year-old Brandon Lee Webb and 

a woman were stopped Saturday by Walmart employees. The 

sheriff's report says the woman was charged with shoplifting $30 

of clothing, and Webb was found carrying 26 grams of a clear 

crystal substance in his underwear. Deputies also found him 

carrying about $550 in cash. Webb was charged with shoplifting 

and possession of a controlled substance with the intent to 

distribute.

12/7/2018 Ibuprofen Recall NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A voluntary recall is underway for infant ibuprofen.  The 

pharmaceutical company recalled three lots of Infants' 

Ibuprofen Concentrated Suspension because they have been 

found to potentially have a higher concentration of ibuprofen.  

The medicine was sold at CVS Pharmacies and Family Dollar.  

There have been no actual reports of illnesses or adverse 

affects in infants so far

12/7/2018 Health Plan Changes Blocked NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A Charleston federal judged has issued a preliminary 

injunction blocking Constellium from making radical changes 

to the health insurance for about 1,500 aluminum plant retirees 

and their families.  Judge Thomas Johnston this week ordered 

the dispute between the Jackson County aluminum plant and 

the Steel Workers Union to arbitration. Changes are frozen 

until then. Next month, the company planned to replace what 

some described as one of the best retiree insurance plans in 

the nation with a retiree health exchange.  The union argued 

Constellium must negotiate to change that policy. The 

company said it did not and the judge rejected the company’s 

demand for steelworkers to post a $1 million bond because of 

the potential cost of a delay and set that amount at $10,000.



12/7/2018 Salvation Army Needs Help NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Charleston Salvation Army could use a boost in its annual 

Red Kettle campaign.  They're struggling to meet the goal of 

$225,000 with donations down so far this season. The Red 

Kettle Campaign is the biggest fundraiser of the year for the 

Salvation Army, and there are forty-two kettle sites across the 

seven-county area.  Donations help feed 4,500 people in 

Kanawha, Putnam, Clay, Roane, Boone, Logan, and Mingo 

counties. In addition to the red kettles, you can also make a 

donation online.

12/7/2018 BUILD Grants NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia will receive 40-million-dollars in BUILD grants to 

fund two major transportation projects.  Governor Justice says 

the money will be used to build a bypass around Berkeley 

Spring and add nearly ten-miles to Corridor H, a four-lane 

expressway in Tucker County.

12/9/2018 WV Alzheimer's Association NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.

12/10/2018 RISE WV NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Nearly two-and-a-half years after the 2016 floods, RISE West 

Virginia is finishing its first stick-built home reconstruction 

project. The Greenbrier County homeowners will get the keys 

once the home passes final inspection. A new mobile home 

has also passed inspection, bringing the total number of 

completed projects to forty. There are still over four-hundred 

cases outstanding, and nearly half of those will require total 

reconstruction. To date, RISE West Virginia has spent eleven-

million-dollars.

12/10/2018 WV Economy News NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia's economy continues to roll along. November tax 

revenues were higher than expected for the eighth month in a 

row. Income tax, sales tax, and taxes on coal and natural gas 

were revenue leaders. Hotel taxes and tobacco taxes are still 

down. Governor Justice called the November numbers a big 

win overall.



12/11/2018 Credit Card Debt NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Holiday spending often ranges from $500 to $1300 per 

person, and West Virginians already carry a heavy financial 

burden.  The Mountain State has the third highest credit card 

debt burden of all 50 states relative to income, according to a 

creditcards.com 2018 survey. Bankrate.com said West 

Virginians had a total credit card balance of $7,563 with a 

median annual household income of $43,469. The average 

months to pay off the debt in West Virginia is 17 months with 

total interest of $1,167. New Mexico and Louisiana were listed 

as the states with the highest total credit card balance.

12/11/2018 Phone Scam NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Wayne County Sheriff's Department and West Virginia 

State Police are warning residents of a phone scam after an 

elderly man got a call from what he thought was the social 

security office. The man on the line was posing as a lieutenant 

from the attorney general's office and said the victim's name 

was registered to a vehicle that was used in illegal activity in 

Texas. The scammer tricked the elderly man into giving step-

by-step directions on how to withdraw money out of his bank 

because his accounts would be frozen and could be held 

criminally liable if he didn’t cooperate.The victim lost nearly 

$1,000.  Don't give out personal information over the phone, 

and hang up if you get a call like that.

12/11/2018 SNAP Program NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

SNAP benefits now apply at farmer's markets.  The SNAP 

Stretch Program was unveiled last week and allows those 

using SNAP benefits to shop at 19 farmer markets across the 

state. The program will match the amount spent with coupons 

to be used later.  The goal is to encourage SNAP recipients to 

shop for healthy, fresh food, and help the local economy of 

farmers at the same time.  One out of five West Virginia 

families is enrolled in the program



12/11/2018 FEMA NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A state audit says West Virginia's Department of Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management didn't comply with 

federal regulations, forcing counties and cities to pay for 

disaster relief.  The Gazette-Mail cited the report which said 

the state has been late for years in submitting a grant 

spending report to the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. Last year, it says, the agency missed a federal 

deadline by more than 170 days.  It says the agency is three 

years behind in requesting $8.3 million in federal grants that 

have already been spent. More than $5 million of that is owed 

to counties and cities. FEMA penalized the state for that 

noncompliance, requiring it to use state funds for relief that 

may be eligible for federal reimbursement.

12/11/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The full PEIA task force approved a recommendation Monday 

to accept the 100-million-dollar offered by West Virginia 

Governor Jim Justice to shore up PEIA for the next few years.   

WCHS TV reported those recommendations included 

adjusting Plan A and Plan B benefits, prompting discussions 

about border counties, and how much members would have to 

pay.  The recommendations will now be passed on to the 

legislature for consideration.  The PEIA task force plans to 

meet again on January 8th.

12/12/2018 JOBS NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A high-tech, Fortune 500 Company, is expanding in 

Morgantown. Leidos specialized in national defense and 

healthcare IT work, and says it will create as many as 250 jobs 

in a 30-thousand square foot plant at the Westridge Business 

Park. Leidos is based in Virginia and has more than 30-

thousand-employees around the world.

12/12/2018 WV SCHOOLS NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The West Virginia School Building Authority has voted to fund 

more than $72 million in facilities projects statewide.  Monday's 

vote includes construction and renovation projects for public 

school systems in 19 counties. Fayette County will receive 

$6.6 million along with a commitment for similar funding next 

year to upgrade and renovate its school system.  Also included 

are more than $9 million each for improvements in Clay and 

Ohio counties.



12/12/2018 Space Heater Warnings NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Kanawha County is sending out a warning about space 

heaters after two serious house fires over the past few days. 

Experts say to keep space heaters at least three feet away 

from furniture and draperies, and turn them off when you leave 

the room. Firefighters say working smoke alarms should be in 

every home.

12/13/2018 WV Road Projects NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Two West Virginia highway projects have been awarded a 

total of $40 million in federal grants.  The funds come from a 

program to support infrastructure projects across the country. 

A total of $1.5 billion was appropriated this year for the grants.  

The Transportation Department said one $20 million grant will 

go to build about 10 miles of a four-lane expressway as part of 

the Appalachian Development Highway System. The project is 

known as Corridor H, Kerens to Parsons, Segment 5, and 

includes paving, building traffic control devices and markings, 

and new guardrails.  The second $20 million award goes to 

build the U.S. 522 Berkeley Springs Bypass, including 

construction of the Fairview Connector. The bypass is about 4 

miles long and will be a four-lane divided highway.

12/13/2018 Wayne National Forest NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Managers with the Wayne National Forest want your opinion 

on what would qualify as a "wilderness area" or "wild and 

scenic river."  The Wilderness Act of 1964 said wilderness 

brings an opportunity for solitude or primitive recreation. To get 

involved in the wilderness inventories, go to 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/wayne.  The forest covers over a 

quarter million acres of Appalachian foothills of southeastern 

Ohio.

12/13/2018 New Health Center NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

FamilyCare and Capital High School announced the opening 

of a new health center located on campus.  The purpose of the 

center is to make health care available to students and school 

staff without having to be taken out of school to go to a primary 

care doctor.  All students enrolled in the school-based 

program can get services, regardless of insurance. Mary C. 

Snow Elementary already has a center on its campus and 

FamilyCare says it’s working on adding a health center at 

Stonewall Jackson Middle School.

12/13/2018 EZ Pass NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The window to get an unlimited Turnpike pass is coming to a 

close. You have until the end of the year to get an unlimited 

use EZ Pass. The pass is good for three years and costs 24-

dollars. Fares are going up, pay as go fees will double to four-

dollars on January 1st.



12/14/2018 Clendenin Flood Help NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Clendenin mayor told lawmakers this week that she 

requested state help when it came to 2016 flood recovery 

issues, and the request went unanswered. Shana Clendenin 

says she appeared in front of Legislative Flood Committee 

frustrated because for over a year now she's been asking 

state officials for help and has heard nothing. WCHS TV 

reported that Clendenin told lawmakers most issues deal with 

the federal reporting guidelines and frustrations that could 

potentially cost her town and other communities millions of 

dollars, especially if FEMA requests an audit. Clendenin is 

waiting for the next steps to come from the state and FEMA.

12/14/2018 I-64 Road Work NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The road work along I-64 is taking a break. The barricades will 

be removed between Milton and U.S. 35 for the winter. 

Repaving work in the westbound lanes will be completed this 

week. Phase three of the project will start again in the spring.

12/14/2018 Prayer Scam NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia’s Attorney General is warning the public of pay-

for-prayers scam calls.  The Attorney General says the caller 

portrays him or herself as representing the "St. Mary’s Prayer 

Center Ministry," and has been known to use robocalls, 

websites and unsolicited email to exploit the consumer’s 

desire for prayer and the process usually involves a donation 

in exchange for prayer.  There is no known connection to the 

city of St. Mary’s in Pleasants County or St. Mary’s Medical 

Center in Cabell County. Morrisey advises not to answer any 

unrecognizable phone numbers.  

12/14/2018 Bomb Threats NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Federal and local authorities are investigating after several 

bomb threats were reported in Charleston and around the 

country.  Government buildings, banks, libraries and other 

business were threatened.  In Charleston threats were sent to 

Hospice Care, an area near the Kanawha County Public 

Library, and Allegheny Power.  The Kanawha County Sheriff's 

Office and the Charleston Police Department are investigating 

the local threats

12/16/2018 Kanawha County Board of Education NEWSMAKER 5:30 AM 30 Minutes

Kanawha County School Board member - Rick Cavendar discusses the 

upcoming 2019 school calenda and policy changes.



12/17/2018 Copper and wire Theft NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

US Attorney Mike Stuart says his office is reviewing the role it 

can play in possibly ending copper theft and holding 

trespassers, and thieves accountable.  A criminal investigation 

is underway to determine what charges, if any, will be filed 

against the four adults that are accused of breaking into the 

Rock House Powelton mine to steal copper. Stuart has 

reached out to the Raleigh County Sheriff's Office to offer his 

help in the investigation.  Potential charges stemming from the 

break in are trespassing, breaking and entering and 

conspiracy, but right now, no new charges have been filed 

against any of the four.

12/17/2018 E-Cigarettes Concerns NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia University's Board of Governors has given initial 

approval to a ban on using electronic cigarettes on campus.  

The Dominion Post reports the change to the university's 

tobacco and smoke free campus rule was unanimously 

approved on first reading Friday. There will be a public 

comment period before the proposal goes back for final 

adoption.  In addition to the ban, the proposal will create a 

Tobacco and Smoke Free Campus Steering Committee and 

increase the school's commitment to providing smoking 

cessation resources. The proposal also calls for developing a 

process for enforcing the ban.  Copies of the proposal will be 

posted on the university's website at policies.wvu.edu 

12/17/2018 Atlantic Coast Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A federal appeals court rejected a permit for the Atlantic Coast 

Pipeline to cross a national forest in Virginia and part of the 

Appalachian Trail. The Court said the U.S. Forest Service 

failed to act in a manner to preserve natural forest resources. 

The over 600-mile natural gas pipeline is planned to run 

through West Virginia, Virginia and North Carolina.

12/17/2018 Teacher Pay NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The State Board of Education is asking lawmaker to raise 

teacher’s salaries and increase the number of instructors in 

West Virginia.  Board members would also like to reestablish 

leave incentives for employees to reduce the need for 

substitutes, and increase the supply reimbursements for 

professional educators.  The Board unanimously approved six 

recommendations for increased education funding.



12/18/2018 Ski Season Opens NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Two more West Virginia ski resorts have opened their slopes 

for the winter season.  Canaan Valley Resort in Davis and 

Winterplace Ski Resort in Raleigh County began offering 

skiing, snowboarding and snowtubing last weekend.  

Snowshoe Mountain in Pocahontas County opened its slopes 

during the Thanksgiving holiday. The resort's Silver Creek 

area began welcoming skiers Friday.  Oglebay Resort in 

Wheeling and Timberline Four Seasons Resort in Davis plan 

to open for skiers later this month.  The state's ski and 

snowboard season typically lasts through early April.

12/18/2018 Holiday Traffic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Traffic is expected to pick up as the week goes on across the 

West Virginia Turnpike during what AAA says will be a record-

breaking year for holiday travel.  A record-breaking 112.5 

million holiday travelers are expected to move around by 

plane, car, and train over the next week.  Most of the travel will 

be driving - that's 102 million people up 4.4 percent from last 

year. Local police along with West Virginia State police will be 

ramping up patrols to reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities. 

AAA defines the year-end holiday travel period as Saturday, 

Dec. 22 through Tuesday, Jan. 1.

12/18/2018 Tobacco Free Campus Rules NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia University is seeking public input on a new 

proposal to tighten its tobacco-free campus rules.  The new 

rules will be available for public comment through Jan. 21.  

The proposal would clarify that the ban includes not only the 

use of tobacco products but any form of smoking - including 

electronic smoking devices and vapor products.  The school 

says its board of governors will consider any comments at its 

Feb. 8 meeting before adopting a final rule.

12/18/2018 Days Off WV State Workers NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia state worker will get a full day off on Christmas 

Eve and New Year’s Eve.  Governor Justice declared both 

days as holidays for all public employees.  Both days were 

originally listed as half-day holidays.



12/19/2018 Naioxone Kits Warning NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Health officials are sending a warning about naloxone kits, 

saying colder temperatures could have an impact on the 

medication.  Cold weather could potentially freeze the liquid or 

make it less effective.  Don't store the drug in your car, but it 

should be okay in a backpack or purse.  The Kanawha County 

Health Department offers a training class for the life-saving 

overdose drug, and you can receive a free kit.  If yours has 

been exposed to the cold the expert advice is to request a new 

one.

12/19/2018 Veterans Transportation NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Gov. Jim Justice said a new partnership has been formed to 

transport disabled veterans to and from medical appointments 

at three VA hospitals in West Virginia.  This comes after a 

review of the current system found problems with  drivers 

traveling across the state line to pick up veterans in other 

states.   Veterans can now get rides to and from medical 

appointments at VA Hospitals in Clarksburg, Beckley, 

Martinsburg and Huntington.  The DAV will use new vans and 

a volunteer network to provide drivers at no cost to the state 

starting next July

12/19/2018 Job Fair NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Charleston Transitional Care has a job fair happening today to 

get ready to open up a brand new $10 million facility.  

Charleston Transitional Care at Eastbrook opens in early 

January with the goal of easing the transition from the hospital 

to home.  The new 39,000 square foot multi-story complex will 

have high-end amenities for state-of-the-art healing  including 

a therapy gym.  Charleston Transitional Care is hosting a 

Career Fair from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. today (Wednesday, Dec. 

19) at its new location in Kanawha City at the corner of 

Chappell Road and Chesterfield Avenue.  

12/19/2018 DNR BUCK SEASON NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Hunters checked more than 4,000 fewer white-tailed deer 

during Ohio's two-day deer-gun hunting season this year than 

in last year's two-day season.  The Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources says hunters harvested 9, 625 deer in the 

two-day period Dec. 15-16, compared with 14,115 last year. 

Hunters in Ohio still have the Jan. 5-Jan. 8 muzzleloader 

season and the archery season in February coming up.  

Numbers aren't in yet for West Virginia's deer hunting 

seasons.



12/20/2018 WV Unemployment Rates NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

West Virginia’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 

remained unchanged at 5.2 percent in November.  WorkForce 

West Virginia says the number of unemployed state residents 

fell by 200 last month to 40,300. It’s the lowest seasonally 

adjusted total in more than a year.  In the goods-producing 

sector, job gains of 800 in construction and 200 in 

manufacturing offset losses of 800 jobs in mining and logging.  

Employment gains in the service-providing sector included 300 

in leisure and hospitality, 200 in financial activities, 100 in 

professional and business services, and 100 in education and 

health services. Job losses included 700 in trade, 

transportation and utilities, 200 in information, 200 in 

government and 100 in other services.  Nationally, the 

unemployment rate stayed at 3.7 percent.

12/20/2018 Generation West Virginia NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Generation West Virginia announced the launch for the third 

year of the Impact Fellowship Program Wednesday morning in 

Charleston. Applications are open now for the 26 paid 

fellowship positions at 15 participating host companies across 

the state.  Generation West Virginia works to attract and retain 

young talent in the Mountain State by offering year-long, paid 

fellowship opportunities.  Impact fellows work four days a 

week and on Fridays they volunteer in the communities.  To 

apply or learn more, visit weimpactwv.org.

12/20/2018 RISE WV NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Governor Justice will hand over the keys to the first RISE WV 

stick built home later this week. It's the Appalachia Service 

Projects first home reconstruction funded through the RISE 

program. A ceremony will be held Friday morning in 

Greenbrier County

12/20/2018 Carbon Monoxide Protection NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

After a 10-year old boy died from carbon monoxide poisoning 

there's heightened awareness about how to protect yourself 

and your home this winter.  Anything that burns fuel poses a 

risk of leaking carbon monoxide gas, including the furnace, 

water heater, and the clothes dryer.  The CDC warns that 

more than four hundred people die each year from carbon 

monoxide poisoning, and the best way to prevent that is by 

installing a carbon monoxide detector on every floor of the 

home.  Symptoms of poisoning are flu-like, and include 

headaches, nausea, and watery eyes.



12/21/2018 WV Population NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The U.S. Census Bureau says West Virginia's population has 

dropped for the sixth straight year. The state's population 

shrank by 11,216 residents and was among nine states to lose 

population.  As of July 1, the state's population was estimated 

at about 1.81 million residents. West Virginia's population has 

dipped every year since reaching a peak of 1,855,360 in 2012.

12/21/2018 Mine Breakins NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Lawmakers may get involved in the effort to prevent mine 

break-ins.   Three people were rescued from the Rock House 

Powelton Mine in Raleigh County last week after allegedly 

breaking in to steal copper.  It's a growing concern, and some 

lawmakers may work to create legislation for harsher penalties 

for those who break into mines. Some are calling for state 

funding to be set aside for it, and other want tighter security 

around mines. The investigation continues after Eddie 

Williams, Erica Treadway, Kayla Williams and Cody Beverly 

entered the Rock House Powelton Mine illegally. Charges 

could be filed.

12/21/2018 Opiod Epidemic NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

New findings regaring the opioid crisies.  The Gazette-Mail 

reported this week that in just 10 months, the sixth-largest 

company in America shipped more than 3 million prescription 

opioids - nearly 10,000 pills a day on average - to a single 

pharmacy in a Southern West Virginia town with only 400 

residents.  A congressional report released Wednesday says 

the McKesson Corp. sent massive quantities of hydrocodone 

to the now-shuttered Sav-Rite Pharmacy in Kermit.  The report 

also criticizes other drug distributors and regional suppliers 

and accuses them of pill-dumping in West Virginia.  The report 

calls on federal lawmakers to enact more stringent regulations 

for reporting suspicious orders.

12/21/2018 Kanawha County School Policy NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The Kanawha County Board of Education has approved next 

year’s school calendar.  Students will start school August 12
th

.  

Students will finish the first semester before the holiday break 

and have an earlier than usual spring break, from March 9
th

 to 

march 13
th

.  The last day of school will be May 26
th

.

12/23/2018 Kanwha County Board of Educations NEWSMAKER 5:00am 30 Minutes

Kanawha County School Board member - Rick Cavendar discusses the 

upcoming 2019 school calenda and policy changes.



12/24/2018 WV DNR NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A nonprofit has bought nearly 19,000 acres of forest land in 

seven West Virginia counties aimed at increasing public 

access for hunting and wildlife-associated recreation.  The 

Arlington, Virginia-based Conservation Fund says the land 

was bought at the request of the state Division of Natural 

Resources and is in Calhoun, Doddridge, Jackson, Pleasants, 

Ritchie, Wirt and Wood counties. The land features habitat for 

a variety of endangered and threatened bird, bat and mussel 

species

12/24/2018 RISE WV NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A family is moving in to the first RISE stick-built home. 

Governor Justice handed over the key yesterday at a 

ceremony in Greenbrier County. It's the Appalachia Service 

Projects first stick-built home reconstruction project funded 

through the RISE WV program since it was established after 

the historic flooding in 2016.

12/24/2018 PEIA Fix NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Public Employees Insurance Agency Finance Board members 

approved a benefits plan with no premium increases or cuts in 

benefits.  The Gazette-Mail reports though that they didn’t roll 

back a proposal to eliminate penalties for insurees who seek 

care from out-of-state providers to apply only to counties 

bordering West Virginia.  As adopted Thursday, the 2019-20 

plan will waive penalties originally intended to encourage 

insurees to seek in-state care, including a $25 per visit copay. 

That applies only to counties bordering West Virginia. The 

higher rates will remain in place for out-of-state providers 

beyond border counties.  The plan also adds an appeals 

process for insurees who require medications that are on the 

Tier 3 nonpreferred brand name list, which carries a 75 

percent copayment up to the $1,750 annual out-of-pocket 

maximum for prescription drugs.

12/24/2018 EZ Pass NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The deadline to save money on an EZ pass is a week away.  

Starting Jan. 1, the toll booths at the West Virginia Turnpike 

will go from $2 to $4.  Right now the West Virginia Parkways 

Authority is offering a $24 pass and a $13 transponder fee for 

unlimited travel on the turnpike for three years.  The deadline 

to apply is December 31.

12/26/2018 Mountaineer Gas Price Increase NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Mountaineer Gas Company is raising rates. Regulators 

approved the increase last week. The average customers' bill 

will go up less than a dollar a month. The extra money will be 

used for infrastructure replacements and system upgrades. 

The increase goes into effect next week.



12/26/2018 WV Hemp NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

A prosecutor is pushing ahead with a lawsuit against a West 

Virginia hemp farm despite federal action that legalizes the 

crop.  US Attorney Mike Stuart told the Gazette-Mail that he 

has no immediate plans to drop his civil suit against a Mason 

County hemp farm and its associates.  The suit seeks seizure 

of the farmers’ plants and equipment, plus financial penalties.  

The new federal farm bill signed by President Trump includes 

a provision that removes hemp from the Controlled 

Substances Act.  A state law codified a pilot program allowing 

for cultivation, sale and purchase of hemp for industrial 

purposes under oversight of the West Virginia Department of 

Agriculture. Stuart’s lawsuit alleges that because the farm 

didn’t comply with seed sourcing, fencing and signage 

requirements, the farmers should be treated as if they were 

growing marijuana, in violation of the Controlled Substances 

Act

12/27/2018 Medical Marijuana - Ohio NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

The State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy says doctors have 

submitted nearly 4,500 recommendations in the medical 

marijuana patient and caregiver registry for Ohio.   The online 

registry is the place where doctors certified to recommend 

medical marijuana can register patients and caregivers and it 

went live Dec. 3.  After the state confirms who they are, 

recommended patients and caregivers can get registration e-

cards. The cards allow them to get medical marijuana from 

dispensaries once they open.  Medical marijuana is expected 

to be ready over the next few weeks or months in Ohio.

12/27/2018 Huntington Crime Rate NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Some good news for one West Virginia city.  Crime rates in 

Huntington have dropped since 2017, according to police chief 

Hank Dial.  It was about a year ago that Governor Jim Justice 

sent in the National Guard to help combat homicide and drug 

issues, and since then crimes in Huntington have dropped 

over 18 percent and the city has seen a 21 percent drop in 

violent crimes.  The murder rate has gone down 52 percent.  

Robbery is down 30 percent.  One of the biggest challenges 

for the city is out-of-state drug dealers.  There are currently 92 

officers on the force in Huntington, with the goal for 2019 to 

have a full staff of 108. The next training sessions start in 

February.



12/27/2018 Christmas Trees NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

If it is time to get rid of your Christmas tree, you can donate it 

to the Christmas Tree Recycling program.  The trees will be 

used as fish habitat in Lakes across the state.  Trees can be 

dropped off at Capitol Market on January 5
th

.

12/28/2018 Box Stalking NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Charleston police are warning about something called box 

stalking, which thieves use to learn about what you received 

as a gift this week.  When you throw away a box for expensive 

electronics like a TV or other valuable gifts, thieves might 

notice the box in the trash and come back to try to steal it at a 

later date.  WCHS TV reported some homeowners are 

installing home surveillance systems to help keep track of 

belongings

12/28/2018 Business Scams NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

It's not just individuals that can be caught in scams, but the 

FBI warns it's businesses too.  Emails can come to companies 

asking for money transfers, and investigators say those are 

usually part of much larger money-laundering schemes. One 

fraud scam that started back in 2016 targeted companies, 

schools and nonprofits and resulted this month in a 45-month 

prison sentence for one of the culprits.  The FBI and 

international law enforcement agencies have stepped up 

efforts against the fraud and say they're building bigger cases 

than before.  If you receive an email you don't recognize, don't 

respond to it.

12/28/2018 Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE n/a

Sports’ betting is now open at two more West Virginia casino, 

and on the first sports wagering mobile app.  Sportsbooks 

opened at Mardi Gras Casino and Resort in Nitro and 

Wheeling Island Hotel-Casino and Racetrack Thursday 

afternoon.  The mobile app is available at bet lucky dot com for 

statewide sports betting.








