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ISSUE Public Interest 

04 01 2021 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   60 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first hour, Al talks with John Bergsma about 
the roots of the priesthood. On Holy Thursday Catholics commemorate the first Mass, recognizing Jesus as our 
Great High Priest. John and Al discuss if Jesus intend for the priesthood to continue, or if it was merely a feature of 
the Old Covenant. There is no second hour of Kresta this day.

04 15 2021 at 1500   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. Todays guest host is Matthew Bunson in place of Al. 
In the first hour Matthew visits with Andrea Picciotti Bayer. Democratic lawmakers are unveiling legislation to 
expand the number of justices on the Supreme to 13. Andrea and Matthew take a look at the bill and what it could 
mean for the future of the Court.

Matthew interviews Msgr. Charles Pope. In a recent Tweet, Richard Dawkins mocked Catholics for believing that 
communion wine actually is literally the blood of Christ, and the wafer literally is His body. Several former Catholics 
responded that the Church really teaches it is just a symbol. As if we did not know already, we have work to do to 
catechize the faithful.

In the last segment of this first hour, Teresa Tomeo joins Matthew. We all want to hear the voice of God, but 
sometimes it is hard to hear His voice. How can we hear the voice of God in our everyday lives? Teresa and more 
than 50 other speakers will be tackling the matter this weekend as the Listening for God Conference.

In the second hour JD Flynn joins Matthew.  Bishop Hoeppner resigned his Crookston, Minnesota office under 
norms approved by Pope Francis. JD Flynn takes a look at the story and also what is happening in the Vatican bank.

Kathleen Beckman joins Matthew in this second segment. Friday is the Feast of St. Bernadette, the famed visionary 
of Lourdes, France. Her story had a tremendous influence on millions, including Kathleen, who visited her shrine in 
1992. Kathleen talks with Matthew about this saint.

04 28 2021 at 1500   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first segment of the first hour, Kresta 
commented on Pres. Bidens first 100 days. In the second and third segment, Al interviews Terry Mattingly. ISIS 
beheads a Christian captive. A convent in Missouri is riddled by bullets. Minorities in Afghanistan fear what their 
future under Taliban governance will be like. And hundreds of Indians mourn their loved ones as they hold mass 
cremations. Clearly, all these stories have a religious angle to them. Al and Terry discuss why the press so often 
miss these stories or their relation to one another.

In the first and second segment of the second hour, Matthew Bunson joins Al. On April 24, Pope Francis used the 
process of equipollent canonization to declare Margaret of Castello the churchs newest saint. Al and Matthew 
discuss who Margaret of Castello was and what this process entailed. They also talk about Pope Francis attempt to 
tackle financial corruption in the Vatican.

In the third segment, Al discusses the upcoming Gospel for Sunday from John Chapter 15, which is, I am the vine 
you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him will bear much fruit, for you can do nothing without me. 
This was the same Gospel Buzz Aldrin privately read on the Lunar surface while Michael Collins was orbiting the 
moon.
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05 06 2021 at 1500   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first segment of the first hour, Al gives his own 
private comments on current news. In the second segment, Al interviews Rachel Bovard. On Wednesday 
Facebooks Oversight Board upheld the companys decision to suspend Donald Trump from the social network. 
However, the panel did admit it was not appropriate for Facebook to impose the indeterminate and standardless 
penalty of indefinite suspension. Rachel and Al talk about this oversight board and the private company of 
Facebook that makes its own rules. In the third segment, Matthew Bunson joins Al. Cardinals Raymond Burke, 
Walter Brandmuller and Robert Sarah are among eight cardinals Pope Francis has elevated from cardinal deacons 
to the rank of cardinal priests. They discuss what a cardinal priest and other Church news.

In all segments of the second hour, Al talks with Jody Bottum. They take a deep dive into the religious experience 
in 21st Century America. Today, America recognizes the National Day of Prayer.  The two discuss what a national 
day of prayer looks like in a nation that has rejected the idea of an organized religion. They also discuss how does 
the decline in confessional Christianity correlate with the rise in identity politics.

05 13 2021 at 1500   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first segment of the first hour, Al comments 
on the Ascension of Jesus. He notes that this day the Church celebrates two remarkable feasts, Our Lady of Fatima 
and the Feast of the Ascension. Al explores what the Resurrection is if the Ascension did not happen. He also talks 
about what bearing Christ seated at the right hand of the Father has on our lives. In the second segment, Al talks 
with Sam Brownback, former Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom. Sam gives his analysis of 
the 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, which offers a comprehensive review of the state of religious 
freedom in nearly 200 countries and territories around the world. He talks about what is in the report and why is 
religious liberty considered a fundamental human right. In the last segment Matthew Bunson joins Al. On May 7, 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith sent a letter to Archbishop Gomez regarding the USCCBs reported 
plan to discuss publishing a document on the issue of Communion for pro abortion Catholics. The CDFs letter has 
been portrayed as everything from a slap in the fact to Gomez, to a non story at all. 

In the first two segments of the second hour, Fr. Leo Patalinghug joins Al. Fr. Leo is using his new food truck for a 
greater purpose which is to teach cooking and other life skills to people returning from incarceration, and to feed 
underserved communities. The project launched on May 1, the Feast of Joseph the Worker. He tells us how it is 
going, and That Fr. Leo will be on next years Good News Cruise. In the last segment, Marilyn McEntyre joins Al. We 
live in a world surrounded by lies. People lie to their friends, their employers, their pastors, their spouses and even 
themselves. And it makes public conversation virtually impossible. Marilyn talks about how to combat this 
problem, which begins with the most basic step, being mindful of the words we use.

06 03 2021 at 1500   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In the first segment of the first hour Al talks with 
Corinna Turner about Blessed Carlo Acutis and the book about him entitled, Highway to Heaven, A spiritual journey 
through the Life of Blessed Carlo Acutis. They also discuss Blessed Carlo’s life. In the second and third segment, Ed 
Condon joins Al to discuss the new church penal code and why Catholics should care.

In the second hour, Stephanie Taub, senior counsel with First Liberty Institute, joins Al to talk about two 
valedictorians from Michigan who were legally challenged because they referenced their faith in their graduation 
speeches. Scott Ellsworth, a professor of Afroamerican and African studies at the University of Michigan and the 
author of The Ground Breaking book, An American City and Its Search for Justice and Death in a Promised Land, 
which is about the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921. This is the first comprehensive history of this horrific riots. In the third 
segment, Al comments on the shaking of both church and state. Al said we are seeing an instability in our civic and 
ecclesial life that he has not seen in his lifetime. 

06 10 2021 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   60 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas. In this hour, Al talks with Edward Sri as they take a 
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Biblical walk through the Mass. Many do not know the great amount of scripture infused in the Mass. Al also 
addresses the Mass grave that was found at the end of May in Canada where 215 children at a former residential 
school that was set up to missionize, educate and assimilate indigenous people. Canadian bishops have pledged to 
work with healing and reconciliation with the countrys indigenous population. This has been a topic of big 
discussion in Canada for some time. In fact, Pope John Paul II back in 1984, giving an address at Yellowknife in the 
Northwest territories, refers to this and there is a striking paragraph of his that makes it clear. He said that from 
over the centuries your people have been victims of injustice by newcomers who in their blindness often saw your 
culture as inferior. It is time for forgiveness, reconciliation and for a commitment to building a new relationship.
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