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The top 6 Public Affairs Broadcast Issues/Programs addressed by WYMT-TV 

Program Department:  Government/Political, Health/Environmental, Economy, 

Education, Tourism/Recreation, and Crime. 

 

Government/Political 
60 Minutes 

7p-8p 

11/04/12 

“The Broken Senate” – This is an examination of the factors which have created a partisan 

gridlock in the U.S. Senate, and have allowed it to continue. This segment includes a joint 

interview with Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), Democratic Senate Majority Leader, and Senator 

Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader.  Also includes interviews with: Senator Tom 

Coburn (R-OK); retiring Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME); former Senator Evan Bayh (D-IN); 

and Steven Smith, professor, Washington University.   

 

Issues: Health/Environmental 
60 Minutes  

7P-8P 

10/21/12 

“Rocky Mountain High” – This is a report on Colorado’s state-legalized cultivation and sale of 

medical marijuana, a thriving industry -- and an activity still illegal under federal law.  Includes 

interviews with: Matt Cook, former Colorado narcotics officer, now a consultant to the medical 

marijuana industry; Ean Seeb, owner of Denver Relief, a medical marijuana dispensary; Kristi 

Kelly, investor in a dispensary; Tripp Keber, CEO of Dixie Elixirs, which makes cannabis-laced 

edibles; Sam Kamin, law professor, University of Denver; Stan Garnett, Boulder County district 

attorney; James Cole, U.S. Deputy Attorney General.   

 

11/18/12 

“The Baby Lab” – This is a report on how studies at Yale University are finding that babies as 

young as a few months old seem to have a sense of morality. The studies are also exploring the 

origins of bias. Includes interviews with: Karen Wynn, director, Infant Cognition Center, Yale 

University; Paul Bloom, professor of psychology, Yale University. 

 

11/25/12 

“Lion Kings” – This is an interview / profile of National Geographic filmmakers Dereck and 

Beverly Joubert, who have been living for thirty years in Botswana, in the heart of southern 

Africa, filming Africa’s lions and other big cats.   

 

12/02/12 

“The Cost of Admission” - a report on allegations that Health Management Associates, a for-

profit hospital chain, pressured its doctors to admit patients regardless of their medical needs in 

order to increase their revenues, nearly half of which last year came from Medicare and Medicaid 

programs. Includes interviews with: Nancy Alford, former director of case management, HMA 

hospital in Mesquite, Texas; Drs. Jeff Hamby, Cliff Cloonan, and Scott Rankin, all former HMA 

doctors; John Vollmer, former HMA executive vice president (footage); Alan Levine, HMA 

executive vice president; Paul Meyer, former HMA director of compliance. 
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Issues: Health/Environmental - Continued 
60 Minutes  

7P-8P 

12/09/12 

“The Race To Save The Tortoise” - a report on efforts to save endangered turtles and tortoises, 

threatened with extinction because of human predators and a booming illegal animal trade.  

Includes an interview with activist Eric Goode about his own efforts in Madagascar; and with 

Richard Lewis, of the British conservation group, The Dureell Wildlife Trust.   

 

Issues: Economy 
60 Minutes:  

7p-8p 

10/21/12 

“Resignation” – This interview with Greg Smith, a former vice-president of Goldman Sachs, the 

Wall Street investment bank.  He resigned from the company by writing a critical article on the 

op-ed page of The New York Times. He discusses his reasons for leaving the firm. Also includes 

an interview with Frank Partnoy, professor of law and finance, University of San Diego. 

 

10/28/12 

“The Death and Life of Asheboro” – this is a report on the impact of the recession and job 

outsourcing on the North Carolina factory town of Asheboro and its surrounding area.  Some 

businesses have coped, others have faltered, and new entrepreneurs have contributed to the still 

slow recovery pace.  Includes interviews with: Bill Redding, owner, Acme-McCrary textile 

company; Amelia Hill, diner owner, Ramseur, North Carolina; Jenny Fulton, owner, Miss 

Jenny’s Pickles; Bobby and Sugar Berry, factory workers. 

 

11/11/12 

“3 Million Open Jobs” – This is a report on the difficulties faced by U.S. manufacturers in filling 

jobs requiring skills to operate high-tech machinery. Includes interviews with: Karl Hutter, COO, 

Click Bond, Inc.; Ryan Costella, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Click Bond, Inc.; Ryan Vre Non 

and Jamie Pacheco, job training program participants; Klaus Kleinfeld, CEO, Alcoa; Peter 

Cappelli, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.    

 

Issues: Crime 
60 Minutes:  

7p-8p 

11/18/12 

                         “The Super Cartel” – This is a report on how Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

agents and Colombian police brought down a huge Colombian drug cartel, a Bogota-based 

operation that was supplying forty-two percent of the Colombian cocaine in the U.S. Includes 

interviews with: Luis Sierra, ICE Special Agent; Steve Kleppe, ICE Agent, Colombia; and an 

unidentified (identity-concealed) ICE agent.  
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Issues: Crime -Continued 
60 Minutes:  

7p-8p 

                            12/09/12 

                           “The False Confession Capital” - a report on the interrogation practices of the Chicago Police 

Department, now the subject of a federal Justice Department investigation.  Includes interviews 

with: Terrill Swift, Michael Saunders, Vincent Thames, Harold Richardson, James Harden, 

Robert Taylor, and Jonathan Barr - all of whom were found guilty of crimes, based solely on 

what they say were false confessions that were forced from them under harsh interrogations.  

Also includes interviews with: Bob Milan, lawyer, formerly with the Cook County State’s 

Attorney’s Office; Peter Neufeld, lawyer, co-founder of the Innocence Project; Anita Alvarez, 

Cook County State’s Attorney; Saul Kassin, psychology professor, John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice; Katie Marie Zouhary, student, Northwestern Law School.    

                        

                         12/16/12 

                          “Newtown” - a report on what is now known about the mass shooting this past Friday at the 

Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.  Includes interviews with Sally Cox, 

the school nurse; Olivia Devivo, former classmate of the gunman, Adam Lanza; Mark and Louise 

Tambascio, friends of Nancy Lanza, mother of the gunman; and Robert Fein and Bryan 

Vossekuil, former U.S. Secret Service members and co-authors of a study on school shooters.   

  

Issues  General 
60 Minutes 

7p-8p 

10/14/12 

“Coming Home” – This is a report on how many returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan, 

who may be affected by PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) and then get into trouble with the 

law,  are being helped by a rehabilitation / probation program created by Texas State District 

Judge Marc Carter -- a veterans’ court, created for vets who have committed first-time felonies, 

and tailored to deal with veterans’ problems, with a mandatory two years of treatment and 

supervision.   Includes interviews with: Marine veterans Arthur Davis and Kevin Thomas; and 

with Judge Marc Carter.  

 

11/04/12 

“Belle Harbor” – this is a report on the impact of Hurricane Sandy on Belle Harbor, a New York 

City neighborhood in the borough of Queens, on the Rockaway peninsula. Includes interviews 

with Belle Harbor residents Dennis and Susan Brady, and their sons Brian, Jimmy and Patrick; 

Mike McDonnell; Kenny and Liz Dean; Jim O’Conner; Sean Heeran; and James Brennan, a 

restauranteur and former resident who returned to help in the recovery.  

 

11/25/12 

“Children Helping Children” - an interview with child welfare activist Craig Kielburger about 

“Free The Children”, an international charity which he founded when he himself was a child in 

order to fight the exploitation of children.  It now has two million volunteers, nearly all of them 

under the age of eighteen. Also includes interviews with Magdalena Dutkowska and Joey 

Hopkins, volunteers in Kenya, and Sharon (no last name), a Kenyan student.  
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Issues:  General - Continued 
60 Minutes 

7p-8p 

12/30/12 

“Breakthrough” - a report on a scientific advance that has enabled quadriplegic Jan 

Scheuermann to control and direct a computerized robotic arm simply by using her thoughts, 

which were relayed to the arm by two sensors which had been surgically placed directly on her 

brain and then connected to the robotic arm. Includes interviews with: Jan Scheuermann; Andy 

Schwartz, neuroscientist, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, neurologist, program 

manager of the U.S. Defense Department’s Revolutionizing Prosthetics program; Michael 

McLoughlin, electrical engineer, Johns Hopkins University, Maryland; Dr. Elizabeth Tyler-

Kabara, neurosurgeon, University of Pittsburgh; Johnny Matheny, cancer victim / amputee; Dr. 

Albert Chi, neurosurgeon, University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Issues: Crime 
48 Hours:  

 8p-9p 

10/06/12 

“Friends for Life” - a report about Robyn Davis and Carol “Sissy” Saltzman, best friends for 

twenty years, who were charged with murder after Robyn’s husband, Brian Davis, was found shot 

to death alongside his car on an isolated road in St. Charles, Louisiana. Brian had married Robyn, 

his third wife, in 2008, but continued to have an eye for women; Robyn was not happy with his 

cheating.  On June 29, 2009, Brian Davis disappeared. According to Robyn and Sissy, he had left 

to go boat shopping and never came home. Police soon began to suspect Robyn. Then Sissy, too, 

came under scrutiny. An examination of their cell phone records convinced police the women 

were lying. Investigators discovered that Robyn had recently lost her job, had gambling debts, 

and was on the verge of losing her house. Police believed one or both of the women shot and 

killed Brian Davis. Three years after the murder, Robyn and Sissy went on trial together.   Several 

jurors expressed in interviews the opinion that investigators hadn’t done their jobs and they had 

trouble with contradictions in Robyn’s story. Jurors also learned of a life insurance police that 

Robyn tried to cash in just two weeks after Brian’s death. The jury vote was eleven for guilty and 

one for acquittal. In Louisiana, only 10 jurors are needed for a murder conviction: Robyn Davis 

and Sissy Saltzman are both convicted. They are both serving their time in the same correctional 

facility and see each other in the jail’s church.  Onscreen text graphic: Robyn Davis and Sissy 

Saltzman plan to appeal the verdict. If the appeal is denied, Brian’s life insurance, worth 

$645,000,  goes to his family. Brian’s former mistress, Fannie Dietz, is back together with her 

husband, Steve. Interviewed: Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman; Fannie Dietz, Brian Davis’ 

mistress; Steve Dietz, her husband; Tony Mancuso, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff; Scott Davis, Brian’s 

brother; Rick Bryant, special prosecutor; Marcy Wilson, a friend of both women; Shane Hinch, 

Saltzman’s attorney; Glen Vamvoras, Robyn Davis’ attorney; Jurors Felicia Ballard, Sherry Lusk, 

Shandrika Washington. 
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Issues: Crime - Continued 
48 Hours:  

 8p-9p 

 

11/17/12 

48 HOURS: “Highway of Tears” (10:00-11:00p) - A report on the more than twenty girls and 

women, who since 1969, have disappeared or been killed along the stretch of pavement in rural 

British Columbia, Canada, known as Highway 16.  To locals, the road is now known simply as 

“The Highway of Tears”.  Maddy Scott may be one of the roadway’s many victims. On May 28, 

2012, the 21-year-old went to a party with 50 others at Hogsback Lake, not far from the highway, 

only to never be seen again. Just six months earlier, in the same town, 15-year-old Loren Leslie’s 

body was found on a logging road not far from Highway 16. Leslie was brutally beaten and 

molested.  There are signs all along Highway 16 warning women not to hitchhike because a killer 

might be on the loose, but the murders have not ceased. Police arrested 20-year-old Cody 

Legebokoff in Leslie’s murder. A patrolman pulled him over, thinking he was poaching game. He 

had Leslie’s ID in his truck. Her body was just down the road. Legebokoff has since been 

identified as the alleged killer of three others, though police have not revealed how they’ve 

connected him to the murders that occurred in 2009 and 2010. Still, because of his age, police 

know Legebokoff couldn’t be responsible for all of the murders along Highway 16. Just two 

months ago, officials at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) got a break in some cases 

because they linked DNA samples from one of the highway’s victims, Colleen MacMillen, found 

murdered in 1974, to Bobby Jack Fowler.  Police also believe Fowler, a Texas native who worked 

as a roofer in Prince George, may have killed as many as twenty people in the United States and 

Canada.  Victims of Highway 16 mentioned in this broadcast: Alberta Williams, Delphine Nikal, 

Lana Derrick, Monica Ignas, Monica Jack, Ramona Wilson, Tamara Chipman, Gail Weys, 

Pamela Darlington. On Screen Graphics: Cody Legebokoff, accused of murdering Loren Leslie 

and three other women, is expected to stand trial in September 2013. Investigators believe Bobby 

Jack Fowler may have killed as many as 20 people across the United States and Canada. 

Interviewed: Dawn and Eldon Scott, Parents of Madison (Maddy) Scott; Bob Friel, investigative 

reporter, Outside magazine, CBS News consultant; Sgt. Ken Floyd and Constable Tom 

Wamsteeker, Royal Canadian Mounted Police; Amanda Fitzpatrick, Jasmine Klassen and Jordy 

Bolduc, Maddy’s friends; Doug and Donna Leslie, parents of Loren Leslie; Charleine Laing, 

Loren’s friend; Garett Anatole, Cody’s friend; Sgt. Wayne Clary, RCMP; Claudia Williams, 

Alberta’s sister; Matilda Wilson, Ramona’s mother; Tom Chipman, Tamara’s father; Kevin and 

Shawn MacMillen, Colleen’s brothers; Ron Benson, Investigator. 
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Issues: Crime - Continued 
48 Hours:  

 8p-9p 

12/15/12 

48 HOURS: “Newtown” - a report updating yesterday’s mass shooting at the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in Newtown, CT. Twenty-seven people died at the school: 20 first grade 

children and 6 adults - all women - and the shooter, Adam Lanza, who committed suicide. His 

mother, Nancy Lanza, had been killed at a second crime scene. This is the second deadliest 

school shooting in U.S. history. Includes: (1) a report on top developments in the investigation 

and a clarification of information about Nancy Lanza. . Includes remarks by landscaper Dan 

Holmes, who knew Nancy Lanza and Lee Paulson, a former worker at the school. Correspondent 

Jim Axelrod. (2) insight into the shooter, Adam Lanza, a 20-year-old described by many as 

brilliant. Includes comments by family member Marsha Lanza, and people who knew Nancy 

Lanza: Jim McBride and Dan Holmes. Correspondent: Troy Roberts. (3) a timeline of events and 

the latest on the investigation. Correspondent: John Miller. (4) report on the possible motive and 

evidence collected from both crime scenes. Correspondent: Bob Orr. (5) a report on the names 

and birth dates of the victims that have been released, accompanied by footage of some of the 

deceased including remarks by Robbie Parker, the father of 6-year-old Emilie Parker. 

Correspondent: Jeff Glor  (anchor). (6) stories of sacrifice and survival. Includes interview with 

Diane and Robert Lacotta, whose had two children at the school and who speak of teacher 

Victoria Soto. Correspondent: Peter Van Sant.; (7) the issue of gun control.  Includes comments 

by Adam Winkler, UCLA law professor, Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy, Robert, gun 

owner Tina Wilson-Cohen. Correspondent: Bill Plante. (8) what comes next for the town of 

Newtown, CT. Correspondent: Margaret Brennan. (9) a psychological profile of the shooter. 

Includes remarks by former FBI profiler Mary Ellen O’Toole and attorney and author Paul 

Monas. Correspondent Maureen Maher. (10) a report about grief in this broken community. 

Includes remarks by Sarah Simshack; Tiffany Bardelli, Leslie Lopez and daughter Desiree; 

Melina Santiago. Correspondent Michelle Miller. (11) a  report on the increase in mass shootings 

and legislation in California banning assault weapons. Includes remarks by Lt. Governor Gavin 

Newsome and Ronald Stephens, Executive Director of the National School Safety Center. 

Correspondent: Lee Cowan. (12) a remembrance of  the loss of innocent lives.  Correspondent: 

Richard Schlesinger.. (Correspondents: Jeff Glor (anchor, Newtown, CT); Troy Roberts (CT); 

John Miller (New York studio); Bob Orr (Washington, D.C.); Peter Van Sant (CT); Bill Plante 

(Washington, D.C.); Margaret Brennan (CT); Maureen Maher; Michelle Miller (CT); Lee Cowan; Richard 

Schlesinger 
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10/03/12 

                            CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from the University of Denver 

in Denver, Colorado) of the first of three presidential debates between President Barack Obama, 

the Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the Republican 

nominee. Tonight’s debate is about domestic issues. The debate moderator: Jim Lehrer (PBS). 

The debate itself concluded at 10:33pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was 

commentary by CBS News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, University of Denver); Nancy 

Cordes; Jan Crawford; and CBS News political director John Dickerson.  Further commentary 

was given by  Julianna Goldman, White House Correspondent, Bloomberg News: Major Garrett, 

White House Correspondent, National Journal; Rana Foroohar, assistant managing editor, Time.  

The commentary portion also included selected recorded excerpts of the debate, and concluded 

with CBS News Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK 

KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave 

their reactions. 

 

10/16/12 

                            CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Hofstra University in 

Hempstead, Long Island, New York) of the second of three presidential debates between 

President Barack Obama, the Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt 

Romney, the Republican nominee.  Tonight’s debate is in the town hall format, with undecided 

voters posing questions to the candidates.  The debate moderator: Candy Crowley (CNN).  The 

debate itself concluded at 10:39pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was 

commentary by CBS News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, Hofstra University); Norah 

O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; Jan Crawford; and CBS News political director John Dickerson.  

Further commentary was given by Major Garrett, White House Correspondent, National Journal.  

The commentary portion also included Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a 

CBS News / GfK KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate 

and then gave their reactions. 

 

10/22/12 

CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Lynn University in Boca 

Raton, Florida) of the third and final presidential debate between President Barack Obama, the 

Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the Republican 

nominee.  Tonight’s debate is about foreign policy.  The debate moderator: Bob Schieffer (CBS 

News).  The debate itself concluded at 10:34pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the 

debate was commentary  by CBS News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, Lynn University); 

Norah O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; Jan Crawford; Juan Zarate, CBS News national security 

analyst; and CBS News political director John Dickerson.  Further commentary was given by 

Major Garrett, White House Correspondent, National Journal.  The commentary portion also 

included Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK 

KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave 

their reactions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAMPAIGN 2012: VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 
Page 8 of 8 

 

10/11/12 

                             CAMPAIGN 2012: VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Centre College, 

Danville, Kentucky) of the single vice presidential debate between Vice President Joseph R. 

Biden, the Democratic nominee, and Representative Paul D. Ryan, the Republican nominee. The 

debate moderator: Martha Raddatz (ABC News). The debate itself concluded at 10:32pm.  

Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was commentary by CBS News Correspondents 

Scott Pelley (anchor, NY); Norah O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; Jan Crawford; and CBS News 

political director John Dickerson.  The commentary portion also included Correspondent Anthony 

Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 

uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave their reactions. 

 

 

12/14/12 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT - “Newtown” - a report on today’s mass shooting at the Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. Twenty-seven people died at the school: 20 

children, 6 adults - all women - and the shooter, Adam Lanza, who committed suicide at the 

scene. Includes: (1) the story from when and where it all began. Correspondent: Jim Axelrod. (2) 

a report about the gunman, Adam Lanza. No motive has been identified so far, but it seems that 

his mission was to kill as many people as possible. He apparently shot his mother, Nancy Lanza, 

to death at a second crime scene. Correspondent: Bob Orr. (3) an interview with teacher Richard 

Wilfort. Correspondent: Scott Pelley (anchor). (4) a report on parents desperate to find their 

children. Includes interviews with mothers Melissa Makris and Donna Kowalski. by 

Correspondent: Michelle Miller. (5) a report on President Obama’s emotional reaction to the 

event. Correspondent: Major Garrett.  (6) insight into the investigation. Correspondent: John 

Miller. (7) how previous shootings have changed tactical responses to such events. Includes an 

interview with Capt. Drew Tracy of the Montgomery County, Maryland police force, who wrote 

active shooter protocol rules following Columbine.  Correspondent Wyatt Andrews. (8) interview 

with teacher Ray Horvath. Correspondent: Scott Pelley.  (9) interview with Lt. Paul Vance, 

Connecticut State Police.  Correspondent: Scott Pelley; (10) a report on the issue of gun control. 

Correspondent: Nancy Cordes. (11) WCBS-TV reporter Lou Young, one of the first to report 

from the scene, describes what happened. (12)a report on a survivor’s story: Sam Againio, as a 

17-year-old in 1999, survived the Columbine school shooting. Correspondent: Erin Moriarty. (13) 

questions regarding the accuracy of  information on Nancy Lanza, once thought to be a teacher at 

the school. Correspondent: Scott Pelley. (14) a report on memorial services offering people ways 

to cope with their grief. Includes an interview with Ilia Alvarez, a parent, and Doug Russell, the 

Newtown High School principal.  


