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Each quarter,  KMBZ-FAM  places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been 

some of the significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant 
programming broadcast to help meet those problems and needs. 

 

The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of Station 

KMBZ-FM  in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period  October-December, 2011. 

While this list contains a brief description of much of  KMBZ-FM' s most significant typical and 

illustrative programs and program segments, it does not include all programs an program segments 

broadcast by the station during the three months which related to other issues. 
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MORNING NEWS 

 

NEWS COVERAGE OF EVENTS AFFECTING THE KANSAS CITY AREA WITH 

REPORTS AIRED THROUGHOUT THE DAY WITH MAJOR EMPHASIS DURING 
MORNING DRIVE FROM 5 TO 9 A.M.  

 

 

THE VOICE OF MERRILL 

 

Hosted by Chris Merrill daily from 9am-11am 

 

 

 

SHANIN AND PARKS 

 

Daily from 2pm-6pm 

 

 

 

KMBZ LIVE WITH DARLA JAYE 

 

Daily from 6pm-9pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

KMBZ-FM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

October-December, 2011 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 

      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  

The proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City 

area with the two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch 

reporting a lower quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent 

crime is up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for 

businesses.  The Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new 

information.  Kansas City Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the 

city council over several issues including that of his wife..  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set 

to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, 

infrastructure and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative 

session will begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the 

agency that is in charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars 
are being withheld. 

 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the 

economy.  Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking 

at measure to punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings 

causing more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been 

young and officials are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy 
continues to slide, more and more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 

 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is 

still the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter 

medicines that can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures 

are working.   New surveys out that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are 

now the number one problem.  

 

8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro 
area.  As the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated 

and that is adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area 

of health care and that has been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 



9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  

Kansas City health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs 

here..  The focus of health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the 

campaigns come through Kansas City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming 

to their doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



 

1.BUSINESS/JOBS 
 

 

Morning News  
 

 

10.3.11:        No need for concern to the local economy over the year-long shutdown of 

part of the Claycomo plant!! That from the Executive Director of the Clay County 

Economic Council. Jim Hampton says yes the shutdown to rebuild the inside of the plant 

will hurt the local worker but the 4-hundred-million dollar upgrade will make the 

temporary layoffs a wash. Many fear the workers will leave Kansas City and look for 

work elsewhere instead of hanging around without a job. Ford is retooling the plant for a 

new vehicle. 

 

10.3.11:          Starbucks hopes customers will be pay at least $5 more when they stop in 

for their morning cup of Joe.  Starting Nov. 1, Starbucks will begin collecting donations 

of $5 or more to stimulate U.S. job growth through its "Jobs for USA" program. The 

Seattle-based chain is collaborating with the Opportunity Finance Network, a nonprofit 

that works with nearly 200 community development financial institutions to provide 

loans to small businesses and community groups. Starbucks says all of the donations will 

go toward loans for firms and organizations that can add jobs or stem job losses. 

Starbucks declines to estimate how much it will raise, but millions visit its nearly 7,000 

company-owned U.S. stores each day. Customers who give will get a red, white and blue 

wristband that says "Indivisible." 

 

10.5.11:               Senate Democrats are modifying the way President Barack Obama has 

recommended funding his jobs bill. Officials say Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is 

pushing for a 5 percent surcharge on millionaires. Obama went on the road again to pitch 

his plan, this time in suburban Dallas. 

 

10.7.11:         Score another one for the Missouri side.Ford is planning to put a parts plant 

in Liberty. The plant will make sheet-metal parts for a new commercial van. Ford 

announced this week - it would add 16-hundred jobs to its Claycomo plant, and invest 

over a billion dollars there. Liberty mayor Greg Canuteson would not give details on the 

size of the investment, or how many jobs would be created at the new plant, according to 

the Star. 

 

10.7.11:            Economists forecast almost no change Friday when the government 

issues its September employment report. Experts say the economy will likely show its 

fifth straight month of slight or no job creation and they predict the unemployment rate 

will remain at 9.1 percent for the third month in a row. 

 

10.7.11:            It appears the American dream of owning a home is just that, a dream to 

many people. New census figures show the rate of homeownership fell to 65 percent last 



year, its biggest drop since the Great Depression. Tighter credit and prolonged job losses 

are blamed. 

 

11.3.11:         Things are looking up for the local job market... the unemployment rate for 

the Kansas City area for September was down to 8-point-2-percent - compared to the 

August number of 8-point-7-percent, according to the Kansas City Business Journal. The 

area added 12-thousand 7-hundred non-farm jobs in September. 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 
 

 

Morning News  

 
10.5.11:          Kansas City police are investigating the death of a woman whose body was 

found along a Northland road. Police are calling the woman's death "suspicious." She was 

found on the side of northeast 120th street, just east of north eastern road. She is white 

and appears to be in her 20s. Police are not saying how she died. 
 
10.5.11:            You've heard the commercials..But a new CDC report says fewer 

Americans are drinking and driving.  About 4 million people tossed back a few and then 

got behind the wheel about 112 million times last year.  Local MADD victim's advocate, 

Avis Lowe, tells KMBZ cars become "lethal weapons" when you're drinking.Lowe says 

she's talking with the families of three or four people a week, killed by drunk drivers in 

the KC metro.  The CDC's director says while the numbers are going down, drunk 

driving is still a serious threat to public health. 

 
11.1.11:          Authorities say a pregnant woman was found fatally stabbed in a Tacoma 

suburb and an Amber Alert was issued for her missing 9-month-old daughter. The Pierce 

County, Wash., sheriff's department said late Monday night that officers were searching 

for 23-year-old Joseph Lester, the slain woman's ex-boyfriend.  The News Tribune 

reports neighbors say a man dropped the 21-year-old victim off Monday evening at a 

duplex. They say she yelled, "He's killing me" as she got out of the vehicle.  The woman, 

whom authorities did not immediately identify, died in the kitchen of the home. The 

woman's says a 2-year-old son inside the home was not hurt. He has been placed in 

protective custody.  The newspaper says court records indicate Lester has been convicted 

of first-degree robbery and first-degree theft. 
 
 

 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 



  
 

Morning News  

 
10.12.11:           The federal government is going to try to sell or lease a 122-acre 

manufacturing and warehouse facility at the Bannister Federal Complex. The feds say 

nearly 3-million-square feet at the south kansas city plant was declared surplus property. 

It'll be marketed for sale or lease in late 2014, according to the kansas city business 

journal. 

 

10.12.11:          The Justice Department says it wants to take a closer look at a deal that 

would allow US Airways to expand its flights at Reagan National Airport in Washington.  

US Airways Group Inc. wants to trade 132 daily takeoff and landing rights at LaGuardia 

airport in New York to Delta Air Lines Inc. In exchange, US Airways would get 42 such 

rights at Reagan from Delta.  The Justice Department said Tuesday that the LaGuardia 

portion does not raise antitrust concerns. But it wants to keep investigating the Reagan 

portion. The government says travelers at Reagan already pay some of the highest fares 

in the country.  The Transportation Department granted final approval on Tuesday. It is 

requiring the airlines to give up 16 slots in Washington and 32 in New York. 

 

10.18.11:             Republican presidential hopeful Ron Paul is calling for $1 trillion in 

cuts to the federal budget and says he would eliminate five Cabinet departments as soon 

as he takes office. The Libertarian congressman has outlined a sweeping plan to lower 

spending and reduce the national debt. Paul also says he would allow young workers to 

opt out of Social Security. 

 

11.1.11:          Thousands of federal prisoners nationwide are now eligible for early 

release after changes in the way sentences for crack cocaine are calculated.  The overall 

effect will be spread out over years, but almost 2,000 federal prisoners will be eligible for 

release on Tuesday. It could take longer for paperwork to go through and allow the 

inmates to walk free. Congress and President Barack Obama signed a law last year 

ending the practice of harsher sentences for crack cocaine compared to powder cocaine. 

Critics argued the laws disproportionately affected black defendants.  Now the U.S. 

Sentencing Commission is applying that law to past cocaine convictions. Officials 

estimate about 12,000 inmates could eventually benefit. 

 

11.1.11:         The Kansas Department of Revenue says the state collected $4 million less 

in taxes than anticipated in October. But the department says the payment of a large, one-

time refund from taxes paid in previous years was the reason. The agency did not provide 

additional details. The state expected to collect $462 million in taxes in October and took 

in $458 million. The difference was about 1 percent.  The shortfall ended a streak of six 

consecutive months in which tax collections exceeded expectations.  Still, for the fiscal 

year that began in July, the state is $62 million ahead on its tax collections, exceeding 

expectations 3.4 percent. Since July 1, the state has collected almost $1.9 billion in taxes.  

State officials and economists meet Friday to issue new revenue projections. 



 

12.1.11:       Do you have money coming from the IRS? The IRS might be looking for 

you..The Internal Revenue Service has $153 million in undelivered tax refund checks 

looking for the right homes.  The agency says there are 99,123 taxpayers to whom the 

checks weren't delivered because it had the wrong mailing address. The returned checks 

average $1,547 apiece.   It's an annual exercise for the IRS, which has been nudging 

taxpayers toward accepting their refunds through direct, electronic deposits to their bank 

accounts. Out of the nearly 103 million refunds the IRS issued through early June this 

year, 76 million were direct deposits.  Of those delivered by the mail, about 0.3 percent 

bounced back to the IRS because of return address problems.  Taxpayers hoping to claim 

their refund can click on the "Check on Your Refund" link at www.irs.gov , or call 1-

800-829-1954. 

 

 

 

4. EDUCATION  
 

 

Morning News 

 
10.6.11:              Students at a Massachusetts high school have to clean up their dirty 

dancing. Administrators at Monument Mountain Regional High in Great Barrington say 

they won't schedule any more dances until there's an understanding on dance moves. 

Students walked out of a freshman welcoming dance last weekend. They were told they 

couldn't do any grinding. Principal Marianne Young tells The Berkshire Eagle the 

suggestive dancing was "completely inappropriate for a high school cafeteria." Young 

has scheduled a meeting with the student senate to discuss the issue. 

 

10.10.11:          Missouri education commissioner Chris Nicastro plans to host a town hall 

forum in Kansas City to gather reaction about the state's potential involvement in the 

unaccredited school district. Nicastro says the town hall forum is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday at the Paseo Academy of Performing and Fine Arts. The state education board 

decided last month to strip the Kansas City School District of its accreditation effective 

Jan. 1. That decision came after the district failed to meet most of the state's academic 

standards. The state board plans to appoint a team in December to monitor and provide 

assistance to the Kansas City School District. 

 

10.17.11:              School districts across Kansas are being forced to cut jobs and increase 

local property taxes! That from a new survey out on the 2-hundred-86 districts in the 

Sunflower State. The Hutchinson News surveyed a quarter of the districts reporting many 

Superintendents felt the cuts in state aid put the districts having to rely heavily on local 

tax revenue. 

 

11.10.11:         Three top staffers in the Kansas City, Missouri school district - are on 

their way out. Interim superintendent Steve Green confirmed Wednesday night - that the 

../../../../../../../keybank08/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YYGO8BRN/www.irs.gov


district's chiefs of finance, academics, and curriculum are leaving the district. Sources tell 

the star - those Cabinet members are leaving for Detroit - where former Kansas City 

schools superintendent John Covington is working to improve some of the state's worst 

schools. 

 

12.6.11:            Missouri lawmakers will again push legislation aimed at preventing 

students in Kansas City and St. Louis from transferring from failing schools and 

overwhelming neighboring districts. Legislation has been pushed in the past, but the issue 

has become more pressing now that Kansas City will lose its accreditation in January. 

 

 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 
 

 

Morning News  
 

11.2.11:       Nearly seven decades after Pearl Harbor, Congress is honoring Japanese-

American military units that helped the United States win World War II on two fronts 

despite the hardships endured by many troops' families back home.  About 19,000 

Japanese-Americans served in three units that are being awarded the Congressional Gold 

Medal: the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 

Military Intelligence Service.  While those troops waged some of the fiercest fighting in 

Europe, many had family members who spent much of the war in internment camps in 

the United States. The federal government sent many people of Japanese ancestry to the 

camps, citing concern that they could be security risks during war with Japan.  Congress 

approved the medal last year, and the award ceremony is taking place Wednesday. 

 

 

11.7.11:         A new poll shows that Americans' support for gay marriage is rising at a 

rapid rate, but the issue is still deeply partisan. The newest Pew Research Center poll 

showed that about as many adults now favor gay marriage as oppose it. 45 of people now 

support it compared with only 42 percent from last year. This woman says she thinks 

younger people are more tolerant of gays and lesbians. Despite the almost equal number 

of supporters and opponents, same sex marriage is a deeply partisan issue. 57 percent of 

Democrats favor it while only 23 percent of Republicans hold the same view.   

 

12.5.11:       The pastor of an eastern Kentucky church whose members had voted to bar 

mixed-race couples from joining the congregation says that decision has been declared 

null and void.   Stacy Stepp is pastor of the Gulnare Free Will Baptist Church in Pike 

County. Stepp told The Associated Press on Sunday that the church body can't pass new 

bylaws if they run contrary to local, state or national laws. He said the proposal that was 

approved in a 9-6 vote last week was discriminatory, therefore it couldn't be adopted.  

Stepp said about 30 people who attended church services Sunday voted on a new 



resolution that welcomes "believers into our fellowship regardless of race, creed or 

color." 

 

 

 

6.  YOUTH 
 

 

Morning News  
 

10.3.11:          A new study says more than a-tenth of parents delay some vaccines for 

their young children or refuse them altogether. The study, in today's journal Pediatrics 

online, says even among parents whose children are fully vaccinated a fifth say delaying 

shots is safer than the recommended schedule. 

 

10.12.11:         Tony the Tiger and Toucan Sam can rest easy. Government officials fine-

tuning guidelines for marketing food to children say they won't push the food industry to 

get rid of colorful cartoon characters on cereal boxes anytime soon. Allowing the brand 

icons from popular cereals to remain untouched is one of the concessions officials say 

they are likely to make as they work to convince food companies to curb junk food 

marketing to children. The food industry has aggressively lobbied against the voluntary 

guidelines, saying they are too broad. Officials from the Federal Trade Commission, the 

Agriculture Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention who jointly 

wrote the guidelines will testify before a House committee Wednesday. 

 

11.1.11:          Michelle Obama's campaign against childhood obesity may need time to 

produce results, but it's already making a difference at home in the White House.  Two 

White House chefs, an assistant pastry chef and an assistant curator have taken the first 

lady's message about eating balanced meals and getting more exercise to heart - and it's 

showing in their waistlines. The four together have lost more than 110 pounds since July 

2010 and have managed to keep it off so far. They give some of the credit to Mrs. 

Obama.  Executive chef Cristeta Comerford lost 15 pounds. She says the first lady's 

campaign helped them recognize their poor habits, ranging from eating too many sweets 

to drinking too much coffee and not getting enough exercise. 

 

11.7.11:         A new survey says sexual harassment is an epidemic that's pervasive in 

America's middle schools and high schools.  The survey by the American Association of 

University Women finds that during the 2010-11 school year, 48 percent of students in 

grades 7-12 experienced some form of sexual harassment.  In all, 56 percent of the girls 

and 40 percent of the boys said they had experienced at least one incident of sexual 

harassment during the school year. The survey finds the harassers often thought they 

were being funny. But nearly a third of those on the receiving end said the harassment 

made them feel sick to their stomach, affected their study habits or fueled reluctance to 

go to school at all.  After being harassed, half of the targeted students did nothing about 

it. Only 9 percent reported the incident to a teacher, guidance counselor or other adult at 

school. 



 

12.5.11:            Teen sexting may not happen as often as people think. A study at the 

University of New Hampshire found that 1 percent of kids 10 to 17 years old have sent 

explicit photos of themselves either online or via cellphone. Roughly the same number 

shared suggestive, but less graphic images. Previous reports said as many as a-fifth of 

young people took part in sexting. 

 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 
 

 

Morning News   
 

10.3.11:           A five-hour police checkpoint in Kansas city this weekend resulted in 14 

people being arrested on suspicion of DUI. The checkpoint was set up for five hours, 

Friday night into Saturday morning, at 70th and Troost. Police stopped more than 300 

vehicles. 

 

10.4.11:            A report from Congressional investigators says tens of thousands of 

Medicare recipients received prescriptions from multiple doctors for 14 frequently abused 

medications in 2008.  A Medicare recipient in Georgia got prescriptions for 3,655 

oxycodone pills - more than a four-year supply of the painkiller - from 58 different 

prescribers. Another, in California, got prescriptions for a nearly five-year supply of 

fentanyl patches and pills from 21 different prescribers. Fentanyl is a powerful narcotic 

used to treat relentless cancer pain. The cost of the questionable prescriptions amounted 

to $148 million in 2008. Overall, taxpayers pay three-fourths of the cost of the Medicare 

prescription drug program. Prescription drug abuse is a growing problem for all types of 

insurance plans. Narcotics obtained with a prescription from unwitting doctors can feed a 

personal addiction, or be resold in a lucrative underground market. The Government 

Accountability Office did the investigation. 

 

 

 

 

8.   WOMEN 
 

 

Morning News  
 

10.7.11:        A federal judge is fast-tracking a Dodge City clinic's request to join a 

challenge by Planned Parenthood to a new Kansas law stripping it of federal funding. 

U.S. District Judge J. Thomas Marten on Thursday set a Monday deadline for all 

responses to be filed to the request by Dodge City Family Planning Clinic.  At issue is the 

new state law requiring Kansas to allocate federal family-planning money first to public 



health departments and hospitals, effectively leaving no money for clinics that offer 

family planning. The Dodge City clinic has asked the court to order Kansas to release 

federal family-planning funding being withheld under the new law. Lawyers for the clinic 

say two employees haven't been paid since July and the clinic faces closing within weeks. 

 

 

 

  

9.  HEALTH 
 

 

Morning News  

 

10.3.11:            Having a burger and fries with that workout? Don't laugh. Many 

Americans talk skinny but eat fat. Research shows that while 47 percent of Americans 

say they'd like restaurants to offer healthier items like salads, only 23 percent tend to 

order those foods.  Jonathan Ryfiak, a New York trapeze instructor, watches his diet at 

home but still orders comfort foods like french fries at the fast-food joint.  In a country 

where more than two-thirds of the population is overweight or obese, food choices are 

often made on impulse. That explains the popularity of KFC's Double Down -- bacon and 

cheese slapped between two slabs of fried chicken. It's the reason IHOP offers a Simple 

& Fit menu, but its top seller remains a 1,180-calorie breakfast sampler of, well, 

everything breakfast. Many restaurants say healthier fare sells decently, but the burger 

and fries still rule. 

 

10.3.11:              California's governor has signed a bill that will prevent local 

governments from banning male circumcision. Backers of a ban collected more than 

7,700 signatures to put a measure on the November ballot in San Francisco to outlaw the 

circumcision of most male children, arguing it's unnecessary surgery. It was later blocked 

by a judge. 
 

 

 

 

10. CHARITY 
 

 

Morning News  
.  

11.3.11:        Harvesters is starting their annual "Check Out Hunger" campaign again 
at local grocery stores!  Karen Harren with the food bank explains how it works to 
our news partners at channel 9..Harvesters is also releasing a special $20 coupon 
this year in honor of the 20th anniversary of the program. 
 



12.1.11:        The Army has received some help from the local Community Blood 
Center. The CBC usually supplies blood to local hospitals, but the Army was running 
critically low on several types of blood- and the Community Blood Center filled the 
need. Those units have already been shipped to Womack Army Medical Center in 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Spokesman Stann Tate says the donors' generosity made 
it possible. If you want to donate visit save- a - life- now- dot- org.  
 
12.8.11:            A charity founded by a former Penn State assistant football coach 
charged with molesting boys is laying off some employees. The Second Mile was 
founded in 1977 by Jerry Sandusky, who's accused of molesting 10 boys he met 
through its programs. Sandusky maintains his innocence. 


