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MORNING NEWS 
 

NEWS COVERAGE OF EVENTS AFFECTING THE KANSAS CITY AREA WITH 

REPORTS AIRED THROUGHOUT THE DAY WITH MAJOR EMPHASIS DURING 

MORNING DRIVE FROM 5 TO 9 A.M. 
 
  



KXTR-AM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

April-June, 2011 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 

      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  
The proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City 

area with the two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch 

reporting a lower quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent 

crime is up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for 

businesses.  The Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new 

information.  Kansas City Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the 
city council over several issues including that of his wife..  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set 

to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, 

infrastructure and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative 

session will begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the 

agency that is in charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars 

are being withheld. 

 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the 

economy.  Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking 

at measure to punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings 

causing more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been 

young and officials are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy 

continues to slide, more and more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 

 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is 

still the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter 

medicines that can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures 

are working.   New surveys out that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are 

now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro 

area.  As the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated 

and that is adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area 

of health care and that has been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  

Kansas City health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs 

here..  The focus of health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the 

campaigns come through Kansas City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming 

to their doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 

  



1.BUSINESS/JOBS 
 

 

Morning News  
 
4.1.11:         The Kansas House approved its version of the state's $14 billion budget 
for 2012 late Thursday, amid new concerns about sagging revenues.  The vote was 
69-52 to approve the package, which includes spending about $6 billion in state 
revenues. Earlier in the day, the Department of Revenue showed taxes for March 
were off by $19.4 million from what forecast to be collected.  Negotiators from the 
two chambers will begin reconciling the two versions while the Legislature is on its 
recess. The goal will be to have the final version ready when the session resumes in 
late April. 
 
4.7.11:         Kansas City's jobless rate has gone down ... but the news isn't all good. 
Kansas City's unemployment rate was down to 9-point-2-percent last month - from 
9-point-7-percent in January. BUT - Kansas City ranked third among metro areas for 
the largest job losses - losing 52-hundred jobs. 
 
4.7.11:        Missouri lawmakers have given final approval to legislation gradually 
repealing a state tax on company assets such as buildings and inventory. Supporters 
hope the move will help draw businesses to the state.  House members voted 105-
51 on Wednesday send the legislation to the governor. The Senate passed the bill 
previously.  The legislation reduces the franchise tax rate over five years until it is 
repealed in 2016. It also freezes what businesses are required to pay under the tax 
so that firms would not pay more than what they paid last year.  Missouri's franchise 
tax already has been gradually reduced. In 2009, lawmakers exempted firms with 
less than $10 million in assets from the tax. 
 
4.8.11:          The Missouri House approved a series of economic incentives Thursday 
aimed at attracting sporting events, science-related jobs and data centers to the 
state. The bills easily won bipartisan approval, and supporters say the various 
incentives will help to boost economic development in Missouri.  Under one 
measure, Missouri would offer a sales tax break for data storage centers and server 
farms and would create an incentive program to recruit science and technology 
companies. The legislation was approved 144-7. Lawmakers also approved separate 
legislation that develops a tax credit to help bring collegiate, amateur and youth 
sporting events to Missouri. The tax break would be capped at $10 million per year, 
and no more than $8 million could go for sporting events near St. Louis or Kansas 
City. 
 
5.12.11:            The passage of the e-tax in Kansas City has helped lead a major credit 
rating agency to give Kansas City revenue bonds a top ranking. Moody's also issued 
a "stable" outlook for the 182-million-dollars in bonds, according to the kansas city 



business journal. Moody's says its outlook is based on the level of stability of the e-
tax as a revenue source, and the city's diverse economy. 
 
6.1.11:        We've learned more about what Missouri did to get the parent company 
of Applebee's to move its headquarters from Lenexa to Kansas City, Missouri. 
Missouri offered 12-and-a-half-million-dollars in tax breaks, served over ten years, 
to lure the Applebee's operation over the state line, according to the kansas city 
business journal. 350 jobs with the Applebee's headquarters will be moving to 81-
40 Ward parkway, along with the chain's affiliate company - Centralized Supply 
Chain Services LLC - and its 38 workers. To get the tax breaks, Applebee's parent 
company has to bring 390 jobs to missouri during five years.    

 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 
 

 

Morning News  
 
4.1.11:           Prosecutors have charged a man with manslaughter in a weekend 
shooting. 27-year-old Willie Hill was shot in the 25-hundred block of north 18th 
street. 28-year-old jermaine Harris is charged in the case. 
 
5.5.11:      A Leawood lawyer is accused of helping to run a 52-million-dollar real 
estate Ponzi scheme. A federal grand jury has indicted 66-year-old James Brown, 
along with two other men - one from Webster Groves, Missouri, and another from 
the United Kingdom. They're accused of running the scheme over a ten-year period, 
according to the paper. Brown appeared in federal court in St. Louis on Wednesday, 
and was released on bond. 
 
5.9.11:       Kansas City Police spent six hours yesterday standing guard outside a 
home - where there ended up being no one inside. The standoff started at around 8-
30 a-m, when police went to the home in the 18-hundred block of Swope Parkway 
on a tip from an alleged domestic violence victim. At 2-30 p-m, they checked the 
home - and there was no one there. Police say the suspect took off before they got 
there. The victim had told police, when they arrived, that the suspect was armed and 
in the home. 
 
5.9.11:       Overland Park police are looking for a suspect in an attempted rape at a 
bus stop last week. Police said a woman got off a city bus near 115th and Metcalf, 
and another passenger followed her. She was grabbed and groped before she 
escaped.  
Police are looking for a black man in his early 20s, about 5-9 and 130 pounds. 
Anyone with information should call the TIPS hotline at 816-474-TIPS. 



 
6.8.11:        A 46-year-old man - whose blood-alcohol level was almost three times 
the legal limit when he caused a fatal wreck - has been sentenced to 24 years in 
prison. 49-year-old Gregory Godding was killed, and his wife and two children were 
badly hurt, in the wreck on Emanuel Cleaver Boulevard last summer. 46-year-old 
Harvey Shoate's vehicle collided with another car, causing the crash. Shoate had 
only been out of prison for 36 hours when the wreck happened. 

 

 

3. GOVERNMENT  
 

 

 

Morning News  
 

4.1.11:         This summer Johnson County officials will begin their 2012 budget 
deliberations, but before then, they want your input on the state of the county. Every 
two years the Citizen Survey of Johnson County is sent out randomly to about 4,000 
residents to gauge public opinion on living in the county, what they like and what 
they need. The 25-question survey, which goes out early this month, ranges from 
quality of local services and programs to the affordability of living in the county. 
That seems to be the focus this year as county officials make their 2012 budget 
preparations this summer, according to KC Community News. Those deliberations 
go from June into mid-August, with the 7-page survey helping shape what happens 
in the coming year. 
 
4.4.11:        A Missouri Senate committee is preparing to consider a plan for 
developing new congressional districts. Missouri is losing one of its nine seats in the 
U.S. House, and the state Legislature is responsible for drawing the boundaries of 
the eight resulting districts. The Senate committee on redistricting was scheduled 
Monday to release its proposed map. Chairman Scott Rupp, a Republican from 
Wentzville, says his proposal will probably look a little different from a map already 
released by a House committee. The House panel's version consolidates the two 
congressional districts in the city of St. Louis - both held by Democrats - into a single 
district. It would also divide up mid-Missouri, putting Jefferson City and Cole County 
into a new district extending all the way east to the outskirts of St. Louis. 
 
4.7.11:          Gov. Jay Nixon wants to boost Missouri's oversight of dog breeders. 
Nixon proposed yesterday to add $1.1 million to the state budget to hire 10 more 
inspectors, investigators, veterinarians and office staff for the program that 
regulates dog-breeding facilities. Nixon's office says the state currently spends 
about $600,000 a year on such efforts. Last year, voters narrowly approved a ballot 
measure tightening regulations on breeders. 
 



5.2.11:          Legally, he's already Kansas City's mayor, but the ceremonial swearing 
in for Sly James is at 9:30 this morning. A distinct change in leadership style is 
already taking shape. James prides himself in building consensus. When speaking in 
council chambers about  committee assignments recently, he didn't point an 
accusing finger at the previous administration about the unrest, but there was a 
definite "vibe." James reshuffled the committees and their responsibilities, and says 
that was done without drama. Recently he made two appointments John McGurk as 
chief of staff and Genaro Ricardo Ruiz , senior adviser for community and 
intergovernmental affairs. He will get a "honeymoon " period, the question is how 
long will it last. 
 
5.5.11:      Kansas would issue an additional $34 million in bonds to cover the rising 
costs of renovating its Statehouse under a plan that emerged Wednesday from the 
Legislature's budget negotiations.  The agreement on the Statehouse project was a 
highlight of talks between three state senators and three House members that 
otherwise made relatively little progress toward resolving major spending issues. 
The legislative negotiators are working on a $14 billion spending plan for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1.  The Senate's version of the budget would have authorized an 
additional $55 million in bonds to cover what state officials hope will be the last 
costs associated with the renovation. The House's version didn't include any new 
bonds. 
 

 

 

4. EDUCATION  
 

 

Morning News 

 
4.4.11:        Do you have ideas for what can be done with closed schools in the Kansas 
City, Missouri school district? Mark your calendar for tonight and Wednesday 
nights. The district is doing information sessions about potential new uses for the 
buildings that the district closed as part of its "right-sizing" plan. The sessions will 
address the goals of the process of re-purposing the buildings, and offer ways for 
people to get involved and submit ideas. Tonight's meeting is at the Bruce R Watkins 
Heritage Cultural Center... Wednesday night's is at Manual Career and Technology 
center... both meetings are from 5-30 to 7-30.  
 
4.8.11:       One local charter school is closing - and another might be. A letter sent to 
parents of kids who attend Tolbert Preparatory Academy says the school has been 
unable to generate adequate revenue to offset the expenses, given low enrollment 
numbers, and the latter blames national budget cuts to public education, according 
to the star. Tolbert serves students in ninth through 12th grades. Today the board of 



directors at Don Bosco will announce whether THAT school is closing. Don Bosco 
helps students who are at risk of dropping out. 
 
4.11.11:        Shawnee Mission leaders have been considering ways to cut the 
budget... and tonight, we find out what could be in store for the district. 
Superintendent Gene Johnson plans to present his formal budget recommendations 
to the school board. The district is looking at around 10-million-dollars in cuts for 
the upcoming school year. Shawnee Mission residents recently completed surveys 
about what's important to them in the budget. Many people said they'd be willing to 
pay higher fees... and they were concerned about teacher/student ratios. 
 
5.13.11:       Students attending a Shawnee Mission elementary school - might be 
going to a different school next year, because of mechanical problems in their 
current building. The district has found a major problem in the heating and cooling 
system at John Diemer Elementary School. On Monday night, district leaders will 
talk about options for next year. One option is to move Diemer studnets to 
Trailwood Elementary school. 
 
5.19.11:       It doesn't happen often...and its rare that it happens in the same 
school...but KMBZ's Kara Marxer tells us about a major academic achievement in 
Overland Park. In the last 23 years, only 3 students at St. Thomas Aquinas High 
school have ever gotten perfect scores on their SATs or ACTS...and they all happened 
this year!  Junior Jeffrey Kraus, and Seniors David Gier and Molly Porter all did their 
best, scoring perfect scores on the college achievement tests.  Aquinas President Dr. 
Bill Ford credits the students, the teachers and the parents. 

 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 
 

 

 

Morning News  
 

 

 

 

6.  YOUTH 
 

 

Morning News  
 



4.7.11:      A local mom used social networking to help out a local children's center 
for Child Abuse Awareness Month! Mary Wetzel put her ideas on Facebook and now 
has delivered over 1-hundred Kiddo Kits for children who are new to the Synergy 
Services Children's Center. In each basket is a new pair of pajamas... crayons... and a 
coloring book and of course a stuffed animal. She says it helps the kids who spend 
most of their lives in traumatic situations. 
 
5.4.11:         Five years in prison is the sentence for an Overland Park woman for 
helping her husband take a girl from protective custody. A teenage girl had been 
removed from her home after police found pictures of the girl in sexual poses on 
Patrick Porter's computer. Barbara and Patrick Porter conspired to remove the 
teenage girl from that protective custody - and Porter fled with the girl to California. 
Barbara Porter pleaded guilty previously to obstruction of justice. The case 
prompted an Amber Alert. 
 
5.4.11:        Missouri hopes to increase child support collections by $7.8 million 
during the next year by switching to a new electronic reporting system for 
businesses that hire new employees.  Federal and state laws require businesses to 
tell the state when they hire employees who owe child support. The Department of 
Social Services says that reporting process had relied on paperwork and manual 
data entry. The Missouri department says it has hired Denver-based Policy Studies 
Inc. to run a new online site for businesses to report new hires. The state hopes that 
will make it easier to collect child support from people's paychecks. Policy Studies 
Inc. says it administers about 20 new employee reporting programs around the 
country. 
 
5.10.11:        A seven-year-old boy clawed by a leopard during a field trip to a Wichita 
zoo is now recovering at home. The first-grader was released from a hospital 
yesterday, three days after the incident. The boy was on a school trip when 
Sedgwick County Zoo officials say he climbed over a railing around the leopard 
exhibit, crossed a safety zone and stood next to a fence that the animal got its paws 
through. 
 
6.1.11:         A two-year-old boy was pronounced dead at a local hospital last night - 
after being found at the bottom of a neighbor's pool. Witnesses told police - the 
boy's sibling found him in the pool, in the 12-hundred block of west 66th terrace last 
night. Police found the boy with no signs of life. We don't yet know how long he was 
in the pool. 
 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 
 

 

Morning News   



 
4.4.11:            A southeast Missouri sheriff has been locked up on drug-related 
charges in Carter County. The Missouri State Highway Patrol announced yesterday 
that 31-year-old Tommy Adams, was arrested Saturday. Sgt. Marty Elmore, of the 
Missouri Highway patrol says he can't say where Adams is being held and that he 
didn't know whether he had an attorney. 
 
4.4.11:       A new report says teens don't see much of a problem with daily heavy 
drinking. The study being released today by The Partnership at Drugfree.org says 
teens don't see the big deal about downing five or more alcoholic drinks nearly 
every day.   When asked if they see "great risk" in drinking that much, almost half 
the teens questioned - 45 percent - said no. The study also shows upward trends in 
marijuana and Ecstasy use among young people in grades 9 through 12. The study 
says the average age when teens had their first drink was 14. Overall, 68 percent 
said they've had alcohol. Of those, one quarter of teens had their first drink at age 12 
or younger.  According to the study, teens said the top reasons for drinking were 
"because it is fun" and "so they won't feel left out." 
 
4.12.11:       Several local businesses say they are not selling an illegal synthetic drug 
- even though Kansas City police are making that claim. The businesses are suing the 
police department. The lawsuit says detectives went into a convenience store and 
took packages of incense that police say contained illegal  substances. The lawyer 
who filed the suit said detectives should have had a warrant, and the owner of the 
store wants his incense back. The lawyer has asked a judge for an injunction to bar 
police from saying the store is selling the products that have the illegal substance. 
 
5.2.11:        After thousands of bottles of old prescriptions were removed from 
bathroom cabinets this past weekend during the Drug Take Back, the US attorney's 
office in Kansas wants to keep the focus on prescription drug abuse. That's why US 
Attorney Barry Grissom says they'll partner with the University of Kansas later this 
summer to start an education campaign to warn people about the dangers of 
prescriptions as part of the President's plan to reduce abuse by 15% in five years. 
They're also working on a tracking system to watch out for people "doctor 
shopping" and for doctors who are writing more than their fair share of scripts.  
 
5.3.11:        The Food and Drug Administration says between 3 and 10 percent of 
American babies are given herbal supplements or teas. The FDA says the most 
popular ones are gripe water for colic, and chamomile tea. The authors of the study 
say there's a potential for harm from such substances, but side effects weren't 
specifically examined. 
 
6.2.11:          The U-S Attorney in K-C-K is calling on people to put more effort in 
preventing parents from abusing controlled substances!!  
Children are four times more likely to be neglected and twice as likely to be 
physically abused by parents who drink excessively and do drugs. That from U-S 

Drugfree.org


Attorney Barry Grisson. Loretta Severin says sometimes the only way to stop the 
situation is either an intervention or removing the children from the home. 
 

 

 

8.   WOMEN 
 

Morning News  
 

4.8.11             The Justice Department has filed a civil complaint against a Kansas woman 

over a threatening letter sent to a doctor who plans to do abortions in Wichita. Angel 

Dillard, of Valley Center, allegedly violated the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 

Act when she mailed a letter to Dr. Mila Means. DOJ officials released a copy of the 

letter, which warns the doctor she's being closely watched and should check her car for 

explosives. 

 

  

 

9.  HEALTH 
 
 

 

Morning News  
 
4.8.11:         Statewide athletic organizations with public school members would 
have to report the effects of concussions on high school students, under legislation 
supported by several Missouri House members.  The bill is sponsored by Republican 
Todd Cookson, of Ripley County. Cookson told a House education panel Thursday 
that data on head injuries would help schools find ways to better protect students.  
Groups such as the Missouri State High School Athletic Association would have to 
submit a report to a House committee by the end of January 2012.  Several 
committee members voiced support for the bill, saying the report should show how 
often such injuries occur. They say it should also be expanded to include neck and 
spine injuries. 
 
5.3.11:         The Johnson County Health Department is concerned about two more 
confirmed cases of Measles. Nancy Tausz (TOWZ),  Disease Containment Division 
Director for Johnson County says the disease kills almost 200,000 people worldwide 
each year. To avoid the disease a child should be vaccinated with the MMR vaccine 
when they are 12 to 15 months old and again before they enter Kindergarten. In 
Kansas childhood vaccination is not mandatory for all. Measles are contagious from 
four days before until four days after the blotchy rash appears all over the body. For 
more information contact your local Health Department.  
 



6.1.11:        A new report from the World Health Organization says nearly 6 million 
people will die from smoking this near and another 600-thousand from second-
hand smoke. These numbers aren't surprising to folks like Joyce Morrison at Clean 
Air Kansas City.  She says we've known for a while how dangerous smoking is to 
your health. The WHO report shows the numbers continuing to rise too...with more 
than 8 million dead per year by 2030.  Morrison says they're hoping more 
governments and organizations will continue to promote smoke-free laws. 
 
6.1.11:         House Republicans say new rules meant to make school meals healthier 
cost too much. A bill approved by the House Appropriations Committee late Tuesday 
also questions a government proposal to curb marketing of unhealthy foods to 
children, and urges the Food and Drug Administration to limit rules requiring 
calorie counts be posted on menus. 
 
6.1.11:       The biggest health insurance company in Kansas is teaming up with the 
state to promote what they're describing as healthy vacations inside the state. Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas is financing the $100,000 campaign. Company 
officials announced it yesterday with Gov. Sam Brownback and the state 
Department of Commerce. 
 

 

 

10. CHARITY 
 

 

Morning News  

 

4.6.11:          It's called " Food Rescue" and now has another big supporter !  The 
program, started by Harvesters several years ago allows for restaurants and others 
in the food service industry to donate prepared food that goes unsold.  This season, 
vendors at Kauffman Stadium got into the act.  Aramark will be donating food, and 
Karen Haren, Harvester's CEO says it's not just hot dogs. Harvesters says the food is 
taken to facilities with on site feeding programs such as homeless and domestic 
violence shelters, plus senior and day care centers.   Haren said dozens of other 
organizations had signed on food food rescue, but having the vendor for Kauffman 
Stadium join up is a big win. 

 

 


