
2. Instructions to husbands and wives

There is no denying that traditional marriage in America is in crisis. Current divorce 
statistics point out the sad fact that over half of all marriages end in divorce. The family, which is 
one of the foundations of any healthy society, is in serious jeopardy in the United States in these 
days.

Is there any objective bedrock and standard upon which we can base our views of 
marriage and the way we “do” marriage? Can husbands and wives actually make it through the 
storms of life and have a marriage that not only survives for a lifetime but actually thrives and is 
a source of constant, wonderful blessing? What can we do? How can the foundations of this 
sacred institution be restored?

Pastor Ray Kaselonis, who works and serves in the ministry here at Applegate Christian 
Fellowship, addressed these important issues. Let’s a take a look at what he had to say.
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Pastor Ray takes us to Ephesians chapter 5 to examine the Biblical text and see what God 
has to say about marriage. As Christians, we believe that God instituted marriage in Genesis 
chapter 2, and that His Word, the Bible, is our final and supreme authority on the matter.

In verse 21 of chapter 5 of the Book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul says that we are to 
submit to one another in love. This is an exhortation to all members of the Church. Then Paul 
says that wives are to submit to their husbands, and then that husbands are to love their wives as 
Christ loves His Church. In our modern society this is anathema, but it is God’s Word, and 
therefore true. Also, in Paul’s day, women were not considered to be anywhere near equal to 
men. They were treated as property, had no rights, were constantly cheated on by their husbands, 
etc. God destroys that chauvinist paradigm in the ancient world and elevates women. I can’t 
think of any woman who wouldn’t want her husband to love her as Jesus loves His Church and 
gave His Life for her.

Pastor Ray does a great job of tackling this thorny and sometimes difficult issue. I’m glad 
he did. In today’s world we need a bedrock of truth upon which to base our beliefs and actions 
regarding marriage, and God’s Word is always the best place to both start and finish.


