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KTSC-FM provides its listeners with programming and public service announcements that 

address issues of concern to our local community. Among the issues determined to be of most 

concern to the community during the preceding calendar quarter were: 

 

 Fire Safety/wild land and campfires  

 Wildfires 

 Pueblo City Schools 

 Pueblo teacher’s strike 

 Public services provided by the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment 

 Lead found in soil and water in the Bessemer Neighborhood 

 Rabies awareness and vaccinations 

 Suicide prevention 

 Public defender’s office in Pueblo 

 Drinking and driving 

 Underage drinking 

 Texting and driving 

 Child seat safety 

 Adoption and foster care 

 Autism Awareness 

 Higher education 

 Nation-wide teacher shortage 

 Student athletes and substance use 

 Emergency preparedness 

 Elderly care 

 Stroke Awareness 

 Childhood hunger 

 Shelter pets 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Have the number of calls for service to the Pueblo Fire Department increased?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Since January 2018, the Pueblo Fire Department has responded to more than 15 calls for service. 

The dry winter conditions have caused Pueblo to be more fire aware during the early spring 

months. There are a large number of homeless camps along Fountain Creek that have caused 

brush fires. An illegal camping fire spread from one of the homeless camps that caused a 

temporary closure of Highway 50 one afternoon.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  04/01/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:31 a.m. 

Tim Trujillo from the Pueblo Fire Department Station No. 1 discussed the recent uptick 

in the number of calls for service this early in the year. He noted that there have been 18 

fires reported since January. Mr. Trujillo explained that there are more homeless camps 

along Fountain Creek this year and that there will be more fire mitigation efforts this year 

to beautify the Fountain Creek area this year. From January 1 to March 21, there were 17 

calls for service reported along the creek area. He explained that the homeless camps try 

to stay warm and start fires and they burn out of control due to high winds, abnormally 

warm temperatures and dry fuel on the ground. The Pueblo Fire Department has added an 

extra truck to manage Fountain Creek area and urban interfaces. Trujillo also explained 

proper fire mitigation techniques for homes, noting that tumbleweeds, dry fuels like pine 

needles, ladder brush (short grass going into brush), and wood for fireplaces are not close 

to the home.  He noted that carelessness, cigarette butts, fire pits, outside burning, 

charcoal, and even lawnmowers hitting rocks can cause fires around the home. Mr. 

Trujillo also discussed campfires and wild land fires noting that he and others from the 

Pueblo Fire Department are trained to fight wild land fires and can go out on national 

incidents or outside the city to help other agencies. (Local).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is the reason for Pueblo City Schools’ change to a four-day school week?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Pueblo City Schools have been in the news regarding the district’s budget. Discussions have 

been held about changing from the traditional five-day school week to a four-day school week, 

similar to District 70. Parents are concerned about what to do with their kids on Fridays if both 

parents work or if the kids are from a split household.   

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  04/08/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:31 a.m. 

Dalton Sprouse, Communications Director for Pueblo City Schools, explained the 

reasoning behind the school board’s decision to move from a five-day school week to a 

four-day school week in the upcoming 2018-2019 academic year. The decision came as a 

result to try and improve the district’s budget by reducing transportation costs and the 

possibility of having time for in-service and student conference days scheduled for 

Fridays. Mr. Sprouse noted that this change might also increase enrollment in Pueblo 

City Schools and help recruit highly qualified teachers to the Pueblo area. (Local).    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Why did the Pueblo City-County Health Department change its name?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

On April 10, 1952 the City of Pueblo and Pueblo County merged their separate Health 

Departments into one agency effective July 1, 1952 designated as the Pueblo City-County 

Health Department. In 2017, the Pueblo City-County Board of Health recommended a name 

update to better describe who public health is and what services are provided. The name update 

was approved by the Pueblo City Council and the Board of County Commissioners. After 

receiving a formal approval for a name change, the department worked to update the logo it 

used for the past 30 years. 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  04/15/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:37 a.m. 

Sarah Joseph, the Public Information Officer for the Pueblo City-County Health 

Department, discussed PCCHD’s recent name and logo change to The Department of 

Public Health and Environment. The change reflects more of the services provided by the 

health department in an effort to communicate more effectively to the community. Mrs. 

Joseph noted that the department also monitors septic tanks, air quality, provides birth 

and death certificates and helps inform the community about food safety after residents 

return from being evacuated due to a wildfire and air quality conditions that affect Pueblo 

and surrounding counties during wildfires. (Local).    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

Why are teachers and paraprofessionals of Pueblo City Schools considering a strike?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

The Pueblo City Schools Board of Directors narrowly rejected a motion by a 3-2 vote to approve 

a third party fact finder’s report that was in favor of giving members of the Pueblo Education 

Associations a 2 percent cost of living adjustment and an increase in their health insurance, and a 

2.5 percent COLA and a one-step salary schedule increase for members of the Pueblo 

Paraprofessional Education Association. The three board members that rejected the motion cited 

the lack of funds and declining reserves as their reason for voting to approve the fact-finder’s 

recommendation. This led to members of the PEA and PPEA to consider a strike against the 

school district.   

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  04/22/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:42 a.m. 

Susanne Ethridge, President of the Pueblo Education Association Teacher’s Union 

discussed the Pueblo City Schools Board of Directors’ decision to not accept the fact 

finder’s report and approve an increase for cost of living and an increase in their STEP 

pay. Ms. Ethridge commented on the possibility of an upcoming strike if negotiations 

could not be reached to prevent a strike. She anticipated that the union and the district 

could come to an agreement without a strike, but that the union was prepared to strike if 

negotiations could not be reached. Mrs. Ethridge noted that the Department of Labor 

could have jurisdiction or that it could be left between the teachers, paraprofessionals and 

the district to try and reach a favorable negotiation for all parties involved. (Local).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

Is there a need for nurses and nurse practitioners in Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

St. Mary Corwin Medical Center is going through a restructuring process. With their changes, 

the other hospital in town, Parkview, will be inundated with patients as well as the State Mental 

Health Hospital. Over 300 positions are available in Pueblo for nurses.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  04/29/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:18 a.m. 

Dr. Joe Franta, Associate Dean of Nursing at CSU-Pueblo, discussed the restructuring of 

the online RN/BSN program. Given the state of the nursing profession in Pueblo, this 

restructuring allows for nurses who have practiced for years to advance their education 

online. The program is worked out between instructor and student and some programs are 

community health based. Dr. Franta explained the differences between and RN and an 

NP. Starting students can begin as an RN and earn their BSN and continue to receive 

their NP. Dr. Franta explained how many credits can transfer and how the online program 

is structured with eight week blocks. He noted that the accelerated nursing program had a 

100 percent pass rate for the board exams. Dr. Franta noted that even with St. Mary’s 

restructuring process, they will still be able to have students complete the clinical 

component of their coursework at the hospital. The job demand for nurses is high for the 

Pueblo community, along the lines of the national nursing shortage. Roughly 450,000 

medical positions are projected to be available in 2024. (Local).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is the Pueblo Department of Public Health doing to address the lead levels found at the 

superfund site in the Bessemer neighborhood?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

The superfund site in the historic Bessemer neighborhood has been studied for several years due 

to the discovery of high levels of lead found in soil and water. Residents of Bessemer live in old 

houses from Pueblo’s steel smelting years. Exposure to many harmful chemicals and birth 

defects have been major points of concern for the health and wellbeing of Pueblo residents in 

that neighborhood.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  05/06/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:40 a.m. 

Environmental Health Specialists from the Pueblo Department of Public Health and 

Environment discussed the superfund site in Pueblo, the half-mile radius of the site and 

possibly expanding the reach of it. They explained the history of testing a slack pile and 

discovering high levels of lead and designating the Bessemer area as a Superfund site. 

The history of the steel industry and smelting in Pueblo led to these materials being found 

in the soil and water. The site became a high priority on the EPA’s list, the State Health 

Department and PDPHE became involved. The EPA issued a grant to help study and 

screen residents for lead levels in their blood and examining pregnant women for lead 

levels in their babies, as well as the concentration levels in their yard. Some people 

affected may see ADHD, high blood pressure and fatigue. They explained that the Board 

of Waterworks is testing around schools for lead in the water supply. They described 

finding lead in paint, water and oil and noted that there are not testing options available to 

test pets for lead exposure. They mentioned that children are susceptible to lead exposure 

if they suck on toys or jewelry. Vitamin C, iron and calcium can help flush lead out of the 

system if someone is exposed to the substance. (Local).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

How is the Pueblo Department of Public Health addressing the recent rabies outbreak? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

A local puppy was infected with the rabies virus and had to be euthanized. The Pueblo 

Department of Public Health and Environment issues outbreak notices and keeps the community 

informed when rabies is discovered in animals. They also watch for signs of rabies in other 

animals after an animal is found with the virus.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through public affairs programming. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  05/13/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:47 a.m. 

After a recent outbreak of rabies in a puppy, the Pueblo Department of Public Health and 

Environment explained what the signs of the rabies virus look like in animals, including 

raccoons, squirrels, bats and alpacas. They explained the process of dealing with infected 

animals, going door-to-door in neighborhoods to inform residents so they can monitor 

their pets, and how they handle deceased animals that are infected with the virus. They 

noted that they have to process the animal in a lab to test for the virus. They also 

explained what to do if you believe an animal in your neighborhood has rabies and the 

importance of vaccinating pets. (Local).  

 

a. T-Wolf Talk  05/20/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:47 a.m. 

A rebroadcast of the May 13
th

 episode of T-Wolf Talk discussing rabies was aired again 

on Sunday, May 20
th

. The decision was made to run this program again due to another 

incident of a skunk testing positive for rabies three days after the original show aired. We 

felt it was necessary to air again to keep this topic on our listeners’ mind so they could be 

mindful and prevent any more outbreaks if they noticed warning signs in other animals. 

(Local).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

Is it safe to sleep with a child between the ages of 0-12 months?   

 

Discussion of Issue: 

At least one child dies from Sudden Unexplained Infant Death Syndrome (SUIDS) each year in 

Pueblo County. The Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment is planning a baby 

safe sleep event on June 5 in conjunction with the annual community baby shower to explain 

how to prevent SUIDS by creating a safe sleeping environment.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  05/27/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:40 a.m. 

This edition of T-Wolf talk examined the issue of infant deaths in Pueblo and the national 

statistics of SUIDS due to improper sleep. The experts from the Pueblo Department of 

Public Health and Environment discussed the ABCs of safe sleep noting that children 

should sleep alone, on their back, in their crib. They explained that many parents like to 

sleep with their children, but that they can accidentally kill their children by suffocation 

or rolling on top of them in their sleep. (Local). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

Why has there been so many automobile accident related fatalities this month? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

Within 48 hours, five people were killed in auto accident related incidents this month. After a 

Colorado State Patrol Trooper tweeted this update, it highlighted the importance of safe driving, 

distracted free driving and seatbelt use. All five fatalities in Colorado could have been prevented 

if safe driving practices were implemented.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/03/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:16 a.m. 

Michelle Peulen from the Colorado Department of Transportation and Captain Lyons 

from the Colorado State Patrol discussed the recent increase in auto accident fatalities, 

the importance of using your seatbelt, distracted driving, and driving under the influence 

of drugs and/or alcohol. Captain Lyons also spoke about car seat safety and why it’s 

important to make sure your child is in the right seat and within the expiration date. 

(Local).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Is underage drinking a rising concern in Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The Pueblo County Sheriff’s Office provides campus security for the CSU-Pueblo campus and 

responds to calls located on and off campus. Officers working for PCSO also have years of 

experience on the street and see a high number of youth abusing alcohol in the city. The Center 

for Disease Control notes that the most commonly abused substance among youth is alcohol. 

Law enforcement in Pueblo handles a lot of underage drinking cases, is called out to break up 

house parties, fights and assaults. The PCSO works to educate youth on risk factors and 

downfalls of consuming alcohol. 

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/10/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:28 a.m. 

Sargent Ronald Thurston from the Pueblo County Sheriff’s Office discussed the most 

common types of calls he and members from his office respond to on campus. He noted 

that officers are trained to assess the situation at house parties on campus and what 

happens if minors are charged with MIPs. Sargent Thurston explained the difference 

between enforcing a DUI or an MIP and noted that DUI is related to being in a vehicle. 

He also explained the consequences and costs of receiving a DUI, noting that costs 

escalate to $15,000 and some drivers lose their license. Sargent Thurston explained that 

the drinking age limit was increased from 18 years old to 21 years old in 1983. He noted 

that the change was to try and prevent more young people from consuming alcohol and 

being involved in car accidents. He noted that it is a cultural assumption that people 

consume more alcohol irresponsibly in college as compared to those who drink socially. 

Thurston explained that in college, people make games with alcohol and that leads to 

higher consumption. During his six years on campus, he stated that through education 

and rules, there is not as high of an alcohol problem on campus as compared to more 

issues off campus with under age people attending house parties and then trying to drive 

back to campus. He explained that people who consume underage or over consume 

alcohol are more likely to make poorer decisions and may find themselves in situations 

they wouldn’t normally be in sober, including sexual assaults, alcohol poisoning and 

operating a vehicle under the influence. (Local).  

 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to keep the youth in Pueblo off the streets?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through public affairs discussions. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/10/18     7:28 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

Director of Workforce Operations Jessica Campbell discussed the mission of the Boys 

and Girls Club of Pueblo County to enable the youth in Pueblo to become more 

responsible, caring and productive citizens. She explained that the Clubs in Pueblo try to 

tailor programs to meet kids’ needs so they become better citizens locally and 

nationwide. Examples of programs include providing experiences members wouldn’t 

normally get to enjoy such as taking kids on college and career tours, providing daily 

activities of roller skating, ice skating, bowling and club sports. She noted that the Clubs 

try to keep kids off the streets and provide education about character and leadership. 

Campbell explained that the Clubs are open on snow days and during teacher strikes so 

that the kids still have a safe place to go. She noted that summertime and after school 

programs typically see a high number of enrollments. The Club provides tutoring for 

students so they have on-time grade progression, hot meals during the summer, and 

people available to help children who are just learning English and need help reading. 

(Local).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Is the rate of completion of suicide still increasing in Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Suicide has had a significant impact on the Pueblo community. Last year, a number of teens 

completed suicide in what was discovered a suicide-pact. The Pueblo community has created 

support group and tried to educate the public on mental health, reduce the stigma of mental 

illness and signs of suicide. The Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment has a 

number of people involved to educate and inform the community of mental illnesses.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/17/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:21 a.m. 

 

Lindsey Dunbar, Health Promotions Specialist for the Pueblo Department of Public 

Health and Environment discussed the number of suicides completed in 2015 and 2016. 

She noted that data is still being tabulated for 2017 and 2018. The figures from 2015 

reflected 1,093 suicides completed and 1,156 completed suicides in 2016. She explained 

that in 2015-2016 approximately 29.5 percent of high school students in the state 

indicated feeling sad and hopeless for two weeks or more, and that figure is higher in 

Pueblo. Mrs. Dunbar explained that Colorado ranks 9
th

 in the nation to have the highest 

number of suicides. She noted that the age ranges most commonly affected range from 

19-34 years old and 44-59 years old, with suicide being the leading cause of death among 

ages 10-24. Mrs. Dunbar provided tips on signs to look for if a loved one is feeling 

suicidal and how to talk to them about their feelings. She explained seeking professional 

help may be an option if the person is unwilling to discuss their feelings with someone 

they know. She provided information about the national suicide textline (sending HOME 

to 741741) and explained the differences between anxiety and depression. Some of the 

initiatives the Pueblo Department for Public Health and Environment include a stigma 

reduction campaign for mental health, CPR and first aid training as applied to mental 

health, equipping individuals to help someone in a crisis, support groups, integrating 

educational campaigns about physical and mental health and information about the local 

suicide lifeline. (Local).  

 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

Is the NCAA rules on drug testing too strict for student athletes?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The NCAA rules that student athletes abide by at all competing division levels include drug 

testing. The testing is conducted in an effort to protect student athletes from taking harmful or 

unknown/understudied supplements and to ensure a safe, even and natural level of play for all 

genders of athletes. CSU-Pueblo has a student athlete population of more than 500 participants. 

The students are required to complete testing when assigned at random, which can include over 

summer break. Noting the demands of student athletes who are facing longer seasons and 

playing time, this can significantly wear their bodies down and they may look to alternative 

methods to try and perform at their best level, even though these methods may not be acceptable 

under NCAA standards.   

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through public affairs. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/17/18     7:21 a.m. – 7:55 a.m. 

Tessa Boccumini, Director of Student Athletic Training at CSU-Pueblo discussed the 

drug testing process and regulations of the NCAA. She explained that supplements are 

not under the same federal regulations as medications that are federally regulated, and as 

such, supplements may not always disclose a complete list of the substances used to 

make them, including certain types of stimulants or products that give the user an edge, 

including caffeine and energy drinks. She acknowledged that the NCAA does not allow 

people to claim ignorance for using supplements and being tested positive for stimulants. 

Some products including certain protein powders and amino acids are banned in an effort 

to make a natural playing-field for all. Boccumini discussed the processes and penalties if 

an athlete tests positive for a banned substance, explaining that if a test is positive, the 

athlete faces a 365 day suspension from competition. The 365 day suspension is in place 

to allow the athlete to learn healthy habits and ensure they are healthy and safe. 

Boccumini explained that schools may receive no notice or 24 hours’ notice that testing 

will occur. CSU-Pueblo has 22 sports and a typical sampling size will include 10 teams 

providing two athletes per team. She also described the challenges of working in a state 

that has legalized marijuana, while it remains a federally illegal drug and discussed the 

use of certain products with CBD oils that may also trigger a positive test. Furthermore, 

she described working with students who have been diagnosed with cancer and have to 

take medication that can also trigger a positive test. Boccumini explained that some 

students under these medical circumstances may have an exempt status during their 

treatments.  She also clarified that student athletes can also be tested over the summer 

break. (Local). 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

What is causing the teacher shortage at the state and national level?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

There have been several discussions in the news regarding a nationwide teacher shortage. 

Locally, Pueblo saw a teacher strike that lasted one full week protesting lack of respect, low pay 

and cost of living. Teachers nationwide and at the state level are concerned with appropriate 

levels of pay, classroom size and cost of living. CSU-Pueblo and Pueblo City Schools (District 

60) have partnered to try and bridge the gap of the local teacher shortage and raise awareness 

about the teaching profession, the need for qualified educators in rural areas and the need for 

young professionals to enter the field as the baby boom era of teachers enters retirement.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/24/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:37 a.m. 

Ted Johnson, the Executive Director of Continuous Improvement and Innovation for 

Pueblo City Schools, and Jeremiah Blaha, the Director of Student Teaching and 

Experimental Programming at CSU-Pueblo, discussed statewide academic shortages in 

the areas of early childhood, regular and special education, foreign language, math and 

science. They noted that the trends vary county to county, but statewide there is a 

shortage of qualified and licensed teachers. They explained that unlicensed math teachers 

in cities like Trinidad, Colorado, may meet the requirements, but their students have a 

demonstrated gap of knowledge when they enroll in classes at the university. Pueblo City 

Schools and CSU-Pueblo have partnered to create the Teacher Pipeline Project, which is 

a partnership between both parties to allow new educators to meet their student teaching 

requirements. They explained that it helps someone interested in the career become ready 

to have an immediate impact on students and truly be prepared by getting them involved 

with student teaching and partnering the student with a seasoned teacher. Upon 

completion, the district offers an offer letter to the student to keep them in Pueblo. They 

both acknowledged that the pay structure for teachers needs to be improved, but that the 

City of Pueblo allows for a more affordable cost of living. Mr. Blaha explained that when 

the economy is up, the numbers for those interested in teaching tends to be down and that 

teaching is not as popular of a career choice among high school and college aged 

individuals as it had been historically. CSU-Pueblo is also partnering with Troops to 

Teachers to meet an area need and help veterans get their alternative licensure for 

teaching. (Local).  

 

 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

What is the purpose of the Pueblo Public Defender’s Office?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

Pueblo historically has a high rate of crime. The sixth amendment to the Constitution, provides 

the right for a person to face their accuser, have a speedy and public trial and have the assistance 

of counsel for defense. The Public Defender’s Office in Pueblo handles a number of cases each 

year dealing with everything from a DUI to a first degree murder charge.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  06/24/18     7:37 a.m. – 8:03 a.m. 

Alby Singleton, Office Head for the Office of the Colorado State Public Defender in 

Pueblo, explained the history of the public defender profession, the establishment of the 

Colorado Public Defender’s Office beginning in 1970. Pueblo was one of the first four 

public defender’s offices created along with Denver, Brighton and Durango. Mr. 

Singleton explained the process that happens when a citizen is arrested, going to jail, 

facing a judge, the public defender negotiating bail and the importance of remembering a 

person is innocent until proven guilty. He explained the duties required of him to manage 

26 attorneys, along with investigators and administrative support in his office to balance 

the caseloads within the three different court rooms. Mr. Singleton said there are county 

court rooms that handle misdemeanors, juvenile courts and a district court which deals 

with felonies. He noted that Colorado has a high rank of a 5.2 year stay compared to the 

national average of 2 years for a typical Public Defender career. He also explained the 

process of capital cases dealing with the death penalty and the costs involved in 

prosecuting those types of cases. (Local).  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
b. Public Services Announcements PSA’S, 30 sec., variable: 

KTSC-FM broadcast a number of public service announcements throughout the three 

months providing information about texting and driving, autism awareness, bullying, 

stroke awareness, child safety and car seats, stroke awareness, wildfire safety, emergency 

preparedness, driving under the influence of alcohol, adoption and foster care, childhood 

hunger and shelter pets. (Recorded). 

 

c. News Programming 

During the month of April, KTSC-FM News Department covered important events 

relating to a variety of local community issues broadcast in our daily five-minute news 

brief airing at 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The duration of the news brief totaled 

25 minutes per week, totaling 100 minutes of news programming for the quarter. (Local). 

 

 

 

 

 


