
Page 1 of 22 
 

KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

Fourth Quarter, 2018 

Date of Preparation: 01/06/2019 

Not uploaded to the OPIF on or before January 10, 2019 due to the government shutdown. 

 

             

 

KTSC-FM provides its listeners with long-form programming, news stories and public service 

announcements that address issues of concern to our local community. Among the issues 

determined to be of most concern to the community during the preceding calendar quarter were: 

 

 Homelessness  

 Opioid addiction and resources for treatment 

 Foster care and the need for foster families in Pueblo 

 Influenza  

 Vaping and its popularity among teens  

 Food safety and preparation  

 Military and Veterans 

 Financial aid assistance for higher education  

 Suicide prevention and mental health wellness 

 Bullying 

 Elderly care and available resources in Pueblo 

 Drinking and driving 

 Texting and driving 

 Child seat safety 

 Autism Awareness 

 Emergency preparedness 

 Stroke Awareness 

 Childhood hunger 

 Shelter pets 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

How does Pueblo Animal Services serve Pueblo? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

In the past, the community has accused PAS of not serving the community or helping lost or 

surrendered pets. Their service contract with the City and County of Pueblo expires in December 

2018. Station management toured their facility in August and invited them for an interview to 

explain their operations and services. PAS is contracted to provide animal control services for all 

species of mammals, not just dogs and cats, and is required to accept surrender of lost or 

confiscated pets. They have taken possession of horses, illegal exotic pets, and have sheltered or 

transferred dogs and cats in an effort to keep up with the demands of the stray population in 

Pueblo.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  10/07/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

 

Gretchen Pressley, the Community Relations Manager for the Humane Society of the Pikes Peak 

Region  and Pueblo Animal Services (PAS), talked about PAS’s mission statement, pet adoptions 

and other services offered through their organization for animals in the Pueblo community. 

Pueblo Animal Services has been a division of Humane Society of the Pikes Peak Region since 

being contracted by the City and County of Pueblo to provide animal sheltering and control 

services. The mission statement of PAS is to be, “a compassionate community where animals 

and people are cared for and valued.”  The shelter is home to Pueblo’s stray, lost and surrendered 

animals. Their goal is to make sure that the pet has everything they need to start off in a new 

home. With an average of 6,000 pets coming through PAS each year, disease transmission 

detection and control is a priority.  Each animal under goes a medical and behavior evaluation 

while at the shelter. The top medical illnesses seen in dogs and cats are Parvo and Pan Luke 

respectively and are contagious.  In 2017, PAS rehabbed 1,272 stray, abandoned and surrendered 

pets; spayed/neutered 861 stray cats and reunited 1,452 pets with their families. Gretchen 

explained the adoption process noting that an individual must have a valid ID and must pass a 

background check.  People can surrender their pets, if they can no longer care for them, by 

scheduling an appointment or by stopping by the shelter location.  If the public finds a lost 

animal, they can call for PAS to pick it up or they can bring the animal into the shelter 

themselves. For lost pets, owners can fill out a report online with the pet’s description, name and 

area of town lost. Services offered at PAS to the general public for their pets are vaccinations, 

nail trimming, spay/neutering and micro-chipping. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address bullying among school-aged children?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

There were a record number of teen suicides committed in 2017. Suicide pacts, bullying, mental 

health and social media were examined as possible reasons for teen suicides. Schools, hospitals 

and the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment all contributed to raising 

awareness and providing resources for parents, teens and the community. The Community Peace 

Summit was created in 2017 and is one of the ways the community comes together to address the 

issues of bullying and teen suicide.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  10/14/18     7:00 a.m. –  7:46 a.m.  

 

Pueblo City Schools Bullying Prevention and Education Specialist, Tara Roybal, discussed 

bullying prevention efforts in our schools and the upcoming Community Peace Summit. October 

is National Bullying Prevention month and Mrs. Roybal explained that having an entire month 

dedicated to bullying prevention allows Pueblo schools highlight the yearlong activities used to 

focus on prevention, kindness, inclusion and respect. She explained that the second annual 

Community Peace Summit on October 20, 2018 and noted that this year’s summit will have 

booths set up by every school in Pueblo, as well as booths from community partners to promote 

bullying prevention.  The booths will have different activities to participate/learn from such as 

readings, crafts and learning tools. The goal for the summit is to bring schools, the community 

and neighbors together to promote and encourage bully prevention, respect and interacting with 

others using kindness and inclusion. Tara defined bullying as unwanted, aggressive behavior 

among school aged children that involve a real or perceived power imbalance, and described it as 

kids who use their power- such as physical strength, access to embarrassing information or 

popularity – to control or harm others.  Harassment and bullying are two different things. 

Harassment could only happen one time whereas bullying is repeated actions/behavior with the 

intent to harm or humiliate. As a bullying prevention and education specialist, Tara focuses on 

building empathy among students. She explained that there are several kinds of bullying: verbal, 

which uses words and/or gestures to humiliate someone; social, which is also called relational-

ship bullying and it is meant to isolate that person from others or a group; physical, which uses 

physical force to hurt another person and cyber, which uses cell phones, internet and social 

media to damage another person’s reputation. She noted that when bullying is occurring, you 
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should stop the conversation, report it to social media or a person in authority and remove 

yourself from the situation if possible. Kids and adults alike can also use an anonymous reporting 

system called “SAFE2TELL.” This system was designed to allow anonymous reporting of 

concerning behavior. It is a way to get to the appropriate authorities to help. Pueblo schools put 

out an annual survey to ask students the following: has bullying happened, where does bullying 

happen and what kind of bullying is going on. The results are then reviewed by school officials 

and solutions are put into place to watch for bullying behavior in particular areas of the school 

campuses. Another tool used in the schools to deter bullying behavior is called restorative 

practice. This is when school officials bring together students doing the bullying, students who 

get bullied and student leaders in the school to have a conversation about how bullying makes 

others feel and ways to change that behavior and get along with other students. (Local). 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

How can you prevent the spread of food-borne illness? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Food safety is an ongoing issue in the community. Citizens need to be reminded of the dangers 

of cross-contamination, especially during the holidays and when preparing lunches for school-

aged children. Food left out for long periods of time or foods prepared incorrectly can lead to 

serious illnesses.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  10/21/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:57 a.m. 

 

Cori Ocanas, Food Inspector from the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment, 

discusses proper food preparation and some food safety tips on T-Wolf Talk.  As a food 

inspector, Cori explains that there are two types of violations issued during an inspection 

involving food preparation, serving and storage of a business.  The first is a critical violation and 

secondly, a non-critical violation. Either violation is issued because something was found that 

could cause a food borne illness.  A business who falls under the supervision of the PDPHE 

would be anywhere that food is prepared, served or stored for consumer consumption. This could 

be restaurants, convenience stores, food trucks, home businesses and schools. Risk assessments 

of businesses are conducted very year, sometimes twice. There are around 1,000 of these 

businesses in Pueblo. She explained that the way to know that a business or person has registered 

with the health department and is subject to an inspection is if you see a red sticker from the 

State in their window or on their wall. This red sticker alerts you that the establishment or person 

has been checked and cleared to serve, prepare or store food for public consumption and is 

subject to yearly routine inspections. Tips for keeping school lunches safe are using ice packs 

and preparing non-perishable foods such as a peanut butter and jelly sandwich instead of a ham 

sandwich that requires to be kept cool. Mrs. Ocanas explained that when cooking for the 

holidays some things to remember are to not cover food while it is still hot or warm and then put 

directly into the refrigerator.  Food can sit out for around four hours before it starts to become 

unsafe. Also, thawing out a holiday turkey is important to do properly by thawing it in the 

refrigerator over several days.  She explained that people should never sit your turkey on the 

counter to thaw overnight.  Bacteria needs six factors to grow and is easily remembered by the 

acronym FAT TOM.  This stands for F-food, A-acid, T-temperature, T-time, O-oxygen, M-

moisture. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What can be done to address the upcoming influenza season in Pueblo? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The first two cases of influenza in Pueblo County were confirmed in November 2017. This 

year’s flu season was forecasted to be one of the worst. Although vaccinations are encouraged, 

many still do not find value in receiving a flu shot. This is an on-going issue and influenza can 

spread quickly among our campus community. It is worthwhile to remind the audience how the 

influenza virus spreads, prevention techniques and raise awareness of flu-like symptoms to stop 

the virus from spreading as well as treatment options.     

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  10/28/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:42 a.m. 

 

Carol Doherty, the Director of Student Health Services at CSU-Pueblo discussed services offered 

through her office, the flu and vaccinations. Mrs. Doherty explained that the flu is different from 

a common cold due to severity and length of illness. The flu normally lasts 10 to 14 days.  In 

2017, there were 107 positive flu tests.  Most of these were type A, with about five cases being 

type B. The current flu shot being administered covers four strains of the virus. Students and 

administration can receive their flu shots thru the Student Health Clinic on campus.  The flu is 

infectious and contagious. It is easily spread by sneezing, coughing, handling and consuming 

after a sick person. The best defense against these germs is hand washing. Last year the campus 

clinic numbers for treatments were: 55% some sort of respiratory infection, 18% for urinary tract 

infections, 18% preventative care and 9% fell into random other categories. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address teen suicides in Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

There were a record number of teen suicides committed in 2017. Suicide pacts, bullying, mental 

health and social media were examined as possible reasons for teen suicides. Schools, hospitals 

and the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment all contributed to raising 

awareness and providing resources for parents, teens and the community. We wanted to continue 

to follow this issue and see what new resources are available for families and keep raising 

awareness about signs to look for if you suspect someone is considering suicide.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  11/04/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

 

Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment Health Promotion Specialist, Lindsey 

Dunbar and the founder of Parents Against Teen Suicide Pueblo, Rella Jaramillo, discussed the 

upcoming first Survivors of Suicide Loss Day, suicide prevention and resources available in the 

Pueblo community. Rella discussed the upcoming community event on November 17, 2018.  The 

first Annual Survivors of Suicide Loss Day is an event presented by the American Foundation 

for Suicide Prevention. Mrs. Jaramillo founded Parents Against Teen Suicide Pueblo after her 

own personal experience with a family member and explained that “Survivor Day” is the one day 

a year when people affected by suicide loss gather around the world to find comfort and gain 

understanding as they share stories of health and hope.  The event is important to Pueblo because 

suicide is a real issue that has affected our community especially at the beginning of 2017, and 

this is the very first event in our Pueblo community for survivors of suicide loss. The event is for 

anyone who has been touched by a suicide, whether it is someone who attempted, but did not 

complete, or for the family and friends of a completed suicide. Attendees will find a room full of 

supporters to hear their story, relate and feel with them over the personal loss experienced. It also 

provides a platform to talk and feel without any stigma attached to it. The goal for Survivor’s 

Day is to get rid of the stigma surrounding suicide. This event features two guest speakers, 

Daniel Jaramillo and Amy Hartman. Rella urged anyone attending to bring a picture of their 

loved one who was lost to suicide. Those photos will be displayed with a personal message 

written by the survivor. Lindsey and Rella both talked about how there is a stigma that is 

attached to the person lost to suicide as well as the stigma that gets attached to the family of 

someone lost to suicide. They further explained that many people will not refer to the death from 

suicide as a “suicide death or loss.” This is because they are already fragile emotionally and are 
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afraid what others will say. An example of this would be when people make a judgment that the 

person who completed the action was crazy, so it must run in the family or even comment or 

pass judgment on the family that they did not do enough to save or help the person who 

completed their suicide action. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

How does the Pueblo community honor Veterans? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Pueblo’s nickname is the “The Home of Heroes.” The city boasts four Medal of Honor 

recipients. For Veteran’s Day, we wanted to look into how local Veterans are served and how the 

community can honor those living and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice.   

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  11/11/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

 

Matt Albright, the Director of the Center for American Values, discussed the mission, vision and 

core values of his organization along with military history and Veteran’s Day.  Mr. Albright 

stated that the mission statement for the Center for American Values is: “To honor the extreme 

sacrifices made to help sustain America’s values and to ensure these extraordinary actions are 

preserved forever.” Their vision statement is “A source for future generations to learn and 

explore how doing the right thing for family, community and country will keep America great.”  

The core values of this organization are “Honor, Integrity and Patriotism.” Pueblo is known as 

“The Home of Heroes,” because it is the hometown of four Congressional Medal of Honor 

recipients: Bill Crawford, Carl Sitter, Jerry Murphy and Drew Dix.  Mr. Albright explained that 

43 million men and women have served in the military since the Civil War. Out of all these 

service members, only 3,505 have received the prestigious Congressional Medal of Honor. This 

is a rare designation and that out of the 3,505 honorees there are only 75 living recipients. The 

Center for American Values was established to give back to the town that raised the heroes. The 

organization serves veterans by being torch barriers, which means that they are the bridge 

between our veteran community and our youth.  The Center also celebrates Veterans by hosting a 

collection of over 140 portraits and documents of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients 

called the “Portrait of Valor Exhibit.”  The Center is located on the Historic Riverwalk of Pueblo 

which features the Veteran’s Bridge and Heroes Plaza Medal of Honor memorial statues. The 

organization serves our youth by character and leadership development programs, civics 

education on service and sacrifice and programs where youth honor our veterans such as school 

musical programs and parades. Over the last three years, they have reached over 25,000 kids 

across the nation through the programs about service and sacrifice. They have also reached 100’s 

of adults through talks, events and programs. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address Pueblo’s opioid crisis?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

On October 26, 2017, President Trump declared the opioid epidemic a public health emergency. 

The crime rates in Pueblo have increased drastically and the rise of opioid use in Pueblo has also 

increased. Since the legalization of marijuana, the Pueblo community has seen a rise in opioid 

substance abuse. KTSC-FM originally aired an interview with Dr. Michael Nerenberg about the 

clean needle exchange program and his work trying to reduce the opioid addiction in Pueblo on 

March 4, 2018. After the show aired, a listener was inspired to go into treatment. She contacted 

Dr. Nerenberg on August 1, 2018 to tell him about hearing the interview and how it inspired her 

to seek treatment and recovery with his program. After this positive news was communicated to 

the station, the staff felt it was necessary and a wise decision to re-air the original interview in 

August in hopes that additional listeners would be inspired to seek treatment. We wanted to 

continue looking into the opioid crisis in Pueblo and invited Dr. Nerenberg back again to discuss 

what he has seen in the last several months through his work with the Southern Colorado Harm 

Reduction Association.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  11/18/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

 

Dr. Mike Nerenberg discussed Pueblo’s needle exchange program, opioids and addiction. Dr. 

Nerenberg retired after 24 years of medical practice and is the co-founder of the Southern 

Colorado Harm Reduction Association. During most of his time practicing, heroin overdoses 

were rare, but in the years leading up to retirement, he saw a steady increase of overdose related 

deaths. By looking at the griping heroin and opioid problem from a different view, the Syringe 

Access Program (SAP) was formed. This program is offered through SCHRA and allows an 

addict to turn in used needles and receive new, clean needles. Dr. Nerenberg explains that by 

giving out clean needles and collecting the used needles, it is a harm reduction action. It’s a way 

to help keep the community clear of used needles being disposed of improperly and also try to 

reduce needle sharing. When people share needles, the risk of spreading an illness is increased. 

The mission of SCHRA is to help people find health. Dr. Nerenberg noted that a starting place 

for helping people find recovery is by not preaching treatment or stopping to addicts, but by 

promoting harm reduction. Along with clean needles, people can request Narcan, which is the 

heroin overdose drug. SCHRA has given out approximately 1,000 doses of Narcan in the last 



Page 11 of 22 
 

year. There have been 150 recorded saves from Narcan. Dr. Nerenberg points out that more 

overdose deaths have occurred already this year than last year.  Last year the number was 17. 

Acu-detox is now a service being offered too. This is a form of acupuncture.  He shared findings 

from a survey highlighting problems addicts’ face which included housing and jobs. Many 

addicts are homeless and do not have identification anymore. Dr. Nerenberg explained that his 

long-term end goal is to be able to help people all in one location and provide assistance if they 

need help applying for personal identification, haircuts, information on rehabs, etc., they can take 

care of it in one visit, at one location. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

How can Pueblo residents keep up with the rising costs of higher education? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The cost of higher education makes it nearly unaffordable and unattainable for Pueblo residents. 

Pueblo is a blue-collar town and many families live paycheck-to-paycheck leaving many families 

trying to figure out how they can afford to send their child to the university so they may obtain a 

bachelor’s degree. Since the station is affiliated with the university, we see on a firsthand basis 

that many families do not know that there are a number of federal aid programs and scholarships 

available for students. The cost of higher education typically deters families from sending their 

children to college in our community.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  11/25/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:56 a.m. 

 

CSU-Pueblo Student Financial Services counselors Becky Hunter and Derek DeYoung discussed 

how to apply for financial aid, filing out the FAFSA, deadlines, verification and other 

documents. FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  Derek explained that 

filling out the application makes students eligible for federal loans; it also determines how much 

aid they are eligible to receive the following year and can also help students qualify for other 

types of aid. Becky stated that over 80% of students at Colorado State University-Pueblo utilize 

some type of financial aid. There are several different types of aid: federal aid, subsidized and 

unsubsidized, grants and private. She explained the differences between a grant and a federal 

loan noting that a grant is money received that students do not pay back, like a PELL grant or the 

Colorado Student grant.  A federal loan is money that students do pay back and these types of 

loans accrue interest. Some loans start accruing immediately and some wait until graduation or 

until a student is no longer enrolled in classes at a university. The FAFSA application for the 

2019/2020 year is open and the priority deadline is March 1, 2019.  The regular deadline and cut-

off for 2019-2020 is June 1, 2019.  She explained that completing the application before the 

March 1 deadline gives students the advantage to apply for other funds available. Federal student 

aid applies to all levels of degrees: bachelors, masters and above. The FAFSA application takes 

about 30 minutes to complete. The most common sections that people run into confusion or 

issues when filling the application out for the first time are the Dependency or Independency 

section, the bank account section and the grade level section. They explained that the aid is based 

upon your grade level and the number of hours a student is enrolled in.  At 30 hours, students 

transition to a sophomore; at 60 hours, students transition to a junior; and at 90 hours, students 
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transition into a senior. The CSU-Pueblo Trio office helps students fill out the FAFSA and 

assists with questions. They discussed the necessary items to have when filing out the FAFSA 

including tax returns, income information and personal identification information. They also 

discussed the College Opportunity Fund (COF) which was created by an Act in 2004 Colorado 

State Legislature to provide state tax dollar financial support to eligible Colorado resident 

undergraduate students.  Undergraduate students who are classified as Colorado residents for 

tuition purposes are considered eligible students for this stipend. Something new for this year is 

an increase in the COF amount which will now pay $85 per credit hour for Colorado residents. If 

students fail to apply for this, they will be responsible for paying the full amount of in-state 

tuition, including the amount the state would have paid for each credit hour. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What resources are available in Pueblo to help the elderly?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Pueblo’s population is aging and many residents may not have families to take care of them. The 

elderly typically want to stay in their homes as long as possible before they must move to an 

assisted living facility or nursing home for care. The Senior Resource Development Agency in 

Pueblo strives to help seniors stay independent and in their homes as long as possible.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  12/02/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

 

Tara Morrow, the Development Director for the Senior Resource Development Agency (SRDA), 

discussed addressing the needs of Pueblo’s seniors and Medicare deadlines.  Tara explained that 

the SRDA’s goal is to help seniors stay independent as long as possible.  They offer several 

programs that help do this. The nutrition program offers either congregate meal programs or 

Meals on Wheels.  A congregate meal is at a specified location where seniors 60 years old and 

older meet and a meal is provided. The Meals on Wheels program is a meal delivery service to 

seniors 60 years and older or home-bound individuals. A transportation program is also available 

for seniors 60 years and above. This service can take seniors to doctor appointments, haircuts, 

grocery store, etc. The SRDA partner with CDOT’s bussing services for some of these 

transports. The lifeline program is a medical alert program that has a GPS linked to it in case the 

senior needs medical assistance outside of their residence. There is also an indirect assistance 

help program which sends someone to the senior’s house to do light housekeeping and provide 

companionship. This program does not provide any skilled care to the senior such as providing 

medicines, taking vital signs, etc. The foster/grandparent program places Pueblo’s older adults 

around town as volunteers, like in schools. Tara also provided information for the upcoming 

Medicare Part D deadline and informed the community that new Medicare cards are starting to 

be sent in the mail. The purpose of changing the cards was to make their cards safer by removing 

the social security number that was previously printed on it. The new cards now have a random 

ID number assigned to the card. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address the homelessness issue in Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Pueblo’s homeless population continues to increase despite the lack of adequate resources to 

assist the homeless. During the winter season, temperatures drop to dangerously low levels. 

Since the closing of the Wayside Cross and the lack of accommodations elsewhere in the city, 

providing shelter for the homeless has become a passionate discussion among the community, 

city council and the county commissioners. A warming shelter was not in place for several 

months leading into the colder winter months in 2017. Discussion was held about having a 

warming shelter on the West Side of town in Hyde Park, but many residents complained about 

having a center in their neighborhood. That proposal was voted down. City Councilman Mark 

Aliff had proposed renting a large tent and providing heaters as a form of a temporary shelter for 

the homeless. His proposition was also met with resistance until a warehouse was made available 

to assist with sheltering needs. This issue was addressed via long-form programming during our 

regularly scheduled weekly talk show.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  12/09/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

 

Pueblo City Councilman, Mark Aliff, joined Kat Howard on T-Wolf Talk to discuss Pueblo’s 

temporary warming shelter and the city’s future plans on a permanent location.  Mark explained 

how after the 2018 location of a shelter did not get re-approved, they were tasked with finding a 

location or solution for this year’s winter season. There was one location that didn’t pass 

insurance and funding requirements because it was in a flood zone and then another solution was 

formed to put up a giant tent with heaters inside to provide a little relief to the homeless 

population in Pueblo. Finally, a warehouse was secured for a temporary warming shelter for this 

season.  It is strictly a warming shelter which means it is only open from 7:00 p.m. until 7:00 

a.m., and it will only provide warmth, meaning no food or clothing is available for those who 

come in. Mark said that the city had contacted the Pueblo Rescue Mission and asked them to 

oversee and run the shelter. Kathy Cline is the new director of the Pueblo Rescue Mission and 

will be heading this project on a daily basis. The future plan for a shelter is to find a location that 

will be not only permanent, but also serve as a transitional shelter. A transitional shelter works to 

get the homeless back into the community. It operates as a residence, serves meals, and has 

clothing, showers and hygiene products available. It also assists the homeless shelter residents 

obtain job leads, identification needed and housing vouchers. Mark reported that 25-30% of 
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Pueblo live below the poverty level. Our homeless community is growing in the city. The focus 

is to help reduce the homeless and one way of doing that is to have affordable housing options 

and to create jobs for this demographic. An example would be to hire homeless to pick up city 

park grounds instead of hiring the usual part-time student-aged kids out for the summer.  The 

Pueblo City Council is working on creating a Commission on Homelessness to start the process 

and find a solution. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 
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Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Has the need for foster families increased, decreased or stayed the same in the last year?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

In October 2017, we interviewed Patricia Cosyleon and Glenn Estrada from the Office of Social 

Services for Pueblo County to discuss the growing number of children whose parents or 

caregivers are unable to care for them and the need for foster care families in Pueblo. We wanted 

to have Mrs. Cosyleon back to discuss Pueblo’s current situation for children in foster care and 

what has changed over the last year.   

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  12/16/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:41 a.m. 

 

Pueblo County Foster Care Manager, Patricia Cosyleon, joined Kat Howard on T-Wolf Talk to 

talk about Pueblo’s foster care program and how to become a foster or kinship family.  Patricia 

explained the ultimate goal of foster care is to reunite families.  There are currently around 2,200 

children in foster care in the State of Colorado. Out of that, there are 250 children in Pueblo 

County currently in foster or kinship care.  This number can actually change on a daily basis.  

When asked what leads to a child being put into foster care, Patricia said that every situation is 

different, but a common factor seen nationally is the opioid epidemic that is affecting children 

locally. With this many kids in care, there are options of foster care, kinship care or group 

homes.  A kinship care home is what is strived for. They make a diligent effort to find any kind 

of the children’s kin to care for them. This is not limited to blood relation, it could also be a 

person that the child feels very close to and has a personal relationship with. A foster care home 

is made up of an individual, couple or family that is not blood related or familiar with the child.  

The group homes in Pueblo County are strictly for males 10 years of age and older. Kinship and 

fostering care helps provide security, trust, a normal routine and assists in building a support 

system to reunify children with their families. Anyone 21 years of age and older can apply to 

become a foster family or home. There is a background check to pass, a home study to 

participate in and trainings to complete, but then a person or family are eligible to start fostering. 

Some myths about foster kids and foster parents include that the kids are problems, lazy, or a 

handful and that you must be rich and married to be a foster parent. These kids did not ask to be 

taken from their homes; it was done in the best interest of the child. So it does not make them a 

problem causer or a handful. And there is no income or relationship requirement to foster a child. 

(Local. 
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ISSUE: 

 

Do suicide rates increase during the holiday season?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

With the time change and shorter days, seasons tend to affect individuals adversely during the 

winter months. Given Pueblo’s traditionally high rates of completed suicides, we wondered if the 

change in seasons has an impact on individuals in our community. We invited experts from the 

Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment to discuss what you can do if you have 

“Seasonal Affective Disorder,” or experience changes in normal moods and behavior during the 

holiday season.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  12/23/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:55 a.m. 

 

Kat Howard has Health Promotion Specialist Lindsey Dunbar and Public Information Officer 

Sarah Joseph from the Pueblo Department of Public Health & Environment on T-Wolf Talk to 

discuss mental health and tips for handling stress during the holidays. With the holiday season 

upon us, Kat asks why it is important to look after your mental health and well-being during this 

time of year. Lindsey and Sarah both explained that your over-all health is affected by your 

mental health, so it is important to pay attention to stress and to also take care of yourself.  

Additional stress and emotions come about this time of the year from Thanksgiving to the New 

Year.  The experts explained that some of the stress and emotions can come from pressure to buy 

gifts, additional heavy traffic, trying to schedule holiday dinners and parties around your normal 

and required schedule, fear of measuring up to other family members and even the unwanted 

guests that tend to drop by unannounced during the holidays.  Some people experience even 

more severe feelings often called the “Holiday Blues,” which are defined as feelings of sadness, 

stress and irritability that occurs around holiday seasons. If these feelings last two weeks or 

longer and are extreme, a doctor needs to be seen to determine if a person is clinically depressed 

or just has the holiday blues. A warning sign that it is more than just holiday stress and emotions 

is the inability to do the four “L’s,”  which are: Love, Live, Laugh and Learn.  If the feelings are 

interfering with any of those things, then it could be leading to a potential dangerous or long-

term outcome. A myth about holiday stress and depression is that suicides increase around that 

time of the year. That is not the case at all.  In fact, the suicide rate is highest between April and 

August. Some tips to handle stress when you feel it taking over are deep breathing, being kind to 

yourself, counting your blessings, trying to forgive people so you can move on, having a good 

support system and finding a good therapist or counselor.  A few tips to reduce stress at your 



Page 19 of 22 
 

workplace are: don’t overwhelm yourself, learn to say no, keep your desk or work space clean 

and clutter free and take breaks throughout the day.  The PDPHE offers resources for mental 

health wellness but they do not offer any one-on-one services at their office. Mental Wellness is 

defined as a state of well-being that an individual realizes his/her own abilities, cope with normal 

stresses of life, is productive & makes a contribution to their community. (Local.) 
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Pueblo, CO 

 

ISSUE: 

 

Are Pueblo’s youth affected by the national trend of vaping?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Vaping is becoming a dangerous trend among youth and adults on a national level. Youth have 

increasingly been attracted to vaping as it is marketed as a safer alternative to traditional 

cigarettes and offers a wide-variety of flavors. The appealing flavors and ease of access 

purchasing flavored Juul products in stores led to a near epidemic level of e-cigarette use among 

middle and high school aged students. In November, the FDA banned the sale of e-cigarettes in 

convenience stores and gas stations. Now, the products will only be available to vape stores and 

specialty tobacco shops that have age restrictions upon entry.  We discussed how this national 

trend has affected the youth in our community with experts from the Pueblo Department of 

Public Health and Environment via long-form programming during our regularly scheduled 

weekly talk show. 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  12/30/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:46 a.m. 

 

Kat Howard discusses tobacco prevention, statistics and the dangers of vaping with Health 

Promotion Specialist Scott Schulle and PIO Sarah Joseph from the Pueblo Department of Public 

Health & Environment on T-Wolf Talk.  The discussion starts by acknowledging that the newest 

trend in tobacco products is the e-cigarette or more commonly known as a vape pen. The 

difference between traditional cigarettes and vape pens starts with appearance.  A traditional 

cigarette is cut up dry tobacco leaves that are wrapped in a thin paper and then ignited by fire.  

An e-cigarette or vape pen is a handheld electronic device used to inhale a liquid that is exhaled 

as a water vapor and is battery ignited.  Teens and young adults are the demographics that mostly 

turn to vaping as their source of nicotine.  Reasons behind this are because e-gigs and vape pens 

are marketed as a safer than traditional cigarettes, the juice liquid that is put into the units are 

flavored/tastes good, vapes do not have the cigarette smell and it is convenient to carry around 

and use since it is battery operated. The U.S. Center for Disease Control & Prevention’s National 

Youth Risk Behavior Survey shows the rate of cigarette smoking among U.S. high school 

students has dropped 30% since 2013, yet 45% of high school students say they have 

experimented with vaping and 25% are current vape pen users.  Unfortunately, Pueblo’s teen 

numbers are higher than the national percentages.  Pueblo high school students reported in at 

60% have experimented with vaping and 36.2% are current vape pen users.  Just like traditional 

cigarettes, alcohol and cannabis, vaping devices and “juice” have age restrictions.  To purchase a 
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device or juice, a person must be 18 years or older.  But even with this age 

restriction/requirement, the kids are obviously getting access to the products based upon the high 

survey percentages reported.  Vape juice liquids are not regulated by anyone or department.  

Unfortunately, that means no one is watching, measuring or monitoring the production of these 

liquids.  That means no one knows what chemicals are being added or used in them.  The 

ingredients can affect your body by causing illness, disease, cancer and breathing problems.  The 

term “popcorn lung” has been thrown around lately when talking about adverse effects from 

vaping.  It is the nickname for bronchiolitis obliterans and is a form of respiratory illness that 

damages your lungs smallest airways and makes you short of breath and cough.   Just like with a 

regular cigarette, vaping can lead to addiction if the juice chosen contains nicotine.  Here are 

several ways available to treat nicotine addiction.  Patches and gum can be prescribed by a 

doctor or bought over the counter at a pharmacy to curve the craving and wean you off smoking 

all together.  Hypnosis and counseling also can help treat nicotine addiction.  The craving for 

nicotine only lasts 3 to 5 minutes.  One way to fight the urge to smoke or inhale nicotine is to 

find an activity to occupy you during that 3-5 minutes when the craving is strong.  You can also 

track your smoking times.  Then look and analyze at the times and figure out why you are 

smoking at those times of the day or events.  Once you determine that, you can look to make 

changes to your normal routine or avoid the situation that is causing you to crave or stress for 

nicotine.  The national Stop Smoking Hotline number is 1-800-784-8669 if you’d like to talk to 

someone about stopping smoking.  Information and tips are also available on the PDPHE website 

at www.pueblohealth.org. (Local.) 
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b. Public Services Announcements PSA’S, 30 sec., variable: 

 

KTSC-FM broadcast a number of public service announcements throughout the three months 

providing information about texting and driving, autism awareness, bullying, stroke awareness, 

child safety and car seats, stroke awareness, emergency preparedness, driving under the 

influence of alcohol, adoption and foster care, childhood hunger, suicide awareness, and shelter 

pets. (Recorded.) 

 

c. News Programming 

 

During the last quarter, KTSC-FM News Department covered important events relating to a 

variety of local community issues broadcast in our daily five-minute news brief airing at 5:00 

p.m., Monday through Friday; duration of 25 minutes per week, totaling 170 minutes of news 

programming for the last three months. (Local). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


