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KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

Third Quarter, 2018 

10/08/2018 

 

             

 

KTSC-FM provides its listeners with programming and public service announcements that 

address issues of concern to our local community. Among the issues determined to be of most 

concern to the community during the preceding calendar quarter were: 

 

 Influenza risks over the summer and forecast for the 2018 flu season 

 Immunizations for children and adults  

 Serving Pueblo’s Youth 

o Pueblo City Schools four-day school week 

o Pueblo County United Way funding Friday Youth Programming 

o Preschool options 

o Boys and Girls Clubs of Pueblo  

 Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment receiving national recognition  

 Fire safety, wildfires and campfire safety, different types of fire bans 

 Employment in Pueblo 

o Fire Department’s two year hiring list update 

 Exploring nature, outdoor safety tips 

 Opioid addiction and resources available for treatment 

 Public services provided by the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment 

o Lead found in soil and water in the Bessemer Neighborhood 

 Construction projects in Pueblo 

 Colorado’s first Purple Heart Status University, serving veterans/military population 

 Financial assistance for higher education pursuits  

 Suicide prevention 

 Drinking and driving 

 Underage drinking 

 Texting and driving 

 Child seat safety 

 Adoption and foster care 

 Autism Awareness 

 Emergency preparedness 

 Elderly care 

 Stroke Awareness 

 Childhood hunger 

 Shelter pets 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

What is being done to serve youth from low income families in Pueblo? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

Pueblo has a large population of low income families. As a result, may parents struggle finding 

appropriate, affordable and accessible child care for their children, as well as safe activities for 

teens to keep them from becoming involved in gang activity. This issue saw even more 

importance as the school board for Pueblo City Schools (District 60) voted to implement a four-

day school week. This left already struggling families and guardians with the issue of how to 

provide childcare and safe activities for their children and teens while they are at work. The Boys  

and Girls Clubs of Pueblo along with the Pueblo County United Way and other local non-profits 

have stepped up to help fill the gap of providing affordable and accessible child care for children 

and teens during the week, as well as Friday youth programming. Most recently, the Pueblo 

County United Way awarded a $100,000 to be split between the Boys and Girls Clubs of Pueblo 

and the Pueblo City-County Library District to help create Friday youth programming and meet 

the increased demands of low-income families in Pueblo. 

 

The majority of pueblo youth is from low income families and don’t have access to resources at 

home so the Boys and Girls Club provides resources for schooling, job training, mentorship, and 

scholarships to college.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  07/01/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:33 a.m. 

 

Becky Medina, Vice President of Operations for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Pueblo 

defined her position and how she serves the clubs by ensuring all three club houses in 

Pueblo are safe and operating properly.  She then explained that the clubs strive to help 

kids find their sense of belonging. She explains the Boys and Girls Club serves children 

ages 6 to 18 years old. They have three locations in town serving areas on the Southside, 

the Eastside and Pueblo County. They provide several activities and programs including 

baseball, recreational games, physical fitness tests to help improve physical development 

and health, career training, conflict management training to help diffuse conflict without 

fighting, art programs, college and career tours, teen community service events, 

prevention training and education about drugs, alcohol, sex and bullying, as well as 
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tutoring services. The Pueblo Boy and Girls Clubs are always looking for adult 

volunteers. Medina also explained the partnership between CSU-Pueblo and how 

students at the university earn college credit, work experience and community service 

hours. She also explained the application process for the Youth of the Year Scholarship 

and that the winner receives a full-ride scholarship to CSU-Pueblo. (Local.) 

 

b. T-Wolf Talk  08/12/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:49 a.m. 

 
The decision made by the Pueblo City Schools to switch to a four-day school week left 

parents and guardians struggling to find places for their children to spend Fridays if they 

were too young to be left home alone or if they needed extra educational assistance on 

their days off. Andrea Aragon, President and CEO of Pueblo County United Way, 

explained how members of Pueblo County United Way felt compelled to help provide 

funds to support Friday Youth Programming. She noted that the $100,000 grant is split 

into two different grants: one going to the Pueblo Boys and Girls Clubs and one going to 

the Pueblo City-County Library District. The funds will be used to create programming to 

meet the need of assisting families with day care and tutoring on Fridays.  Mrs. Aragon 

explained the mission of Pueblo County United Way and how they raise funds and help 

over 100,000 people annually and other local area non-profits. Mrs. Aragon explained 

that all funds raised in Pueblo goes directly to local non-profits including the Boys and 

Girls Clubs of Pueblo, American Red Cross, Eastside and Southside daycare centers, and 

individuals including families and seniors. She noted that they partner with both Pueblo 

City Schools (District 60) and District 70 with their mentoring program that matches a 

student with a volunteer mentor that has passed a background check, completed training 

and is employed, to help encourage and mentor Pueblo’s youth. (Local.) 

 

c. T-Wolf Talk  08/26/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:45 a.m. 

 
The Pueblo Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center opened their doors to a new concept in 

child care and early education. Tami Montoya is the Director of the Earthkeeper Nature 

Preschool that is located at the Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center River Campus in 

Pueblo. The concept behind this preschool is nature-based. The focus of this preschool is 

the outdoors.  By combining nature awareness with science, music, art, math, language, 

reading and skill work, the children are exposed to a new and exciting way of learning.  

This is considered experience-based learning.  By allowing the children to follow what 

they are interested in outside opens them up to learn in a more natural way. Confining 

kids inside of four walls for hours while expecting them to sit still and quiet, does not 

benefit their learning abilities. The Nature Preschool believes that allowing children to be 

in the fresh air, run around and physically touch things, gives them the forum to develop 

observation, questioning and listening skills as well as problem solving abilities.  Ms. 

Montoya explained that every child learns differently and at different paces. As the 

children advance, so will the teaching. The goals of this program are to learn respect, 

leadership skills and how to care for themselves and the environment. This program is the 
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first state licensed nature-based preschool in the State of Colorado. The teachers 

employed at the Earthkeeper Nature Preschool have a degree in early childhood 

development as well as nature-based training. The preschool is open for children aged 

four to six years old.  Days of operation are Monday through Thursday and they offer 

morning and afternoon sessions. Currently, the River campus is open on Fridays for all 

school aged children. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address cases of influenza in Pueblo? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The first two cases of influence in Pueblo County were confirmed in November 2017. The flu 

season impacted the community significantly with many students and seniors being affected by 

the virus. Even with flu shots, the vaccination seemed to be less than 10% effective against the 

type of illness spreading in the community. This is an on-going issue and influenza can spread 

over the summer season, considering flu season hits different countries at different times of the 

year, and foreign travelers may inadvertently spread the virus in America when coming from 

other continents. It is worthwhile to remind the audience how the influenza virus spreads, 

prevention techniques and raise awareness of flu-like symptoms to stop the virus from spreading 

as well as treatment options.     

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  07/01/18     7:33 a.m. – 8:02 a.m. 

 

Carol Daughtery, Director of Student Health and Counseling at CSU-Pueblo, explained 

they symptoms of influenza. Mrs. Daughtery discussed how ammonia can compromise 

immune systems and that over-exhaustion makes college students more vulnerable. 

Living in the residence halls and attending classes while feeling ill can cause the virus to 

spread through the air. Mrs. Daughtery explained hygiene techniques to prevent getting 

and spreading the virus. She noted that her clinic located on campus can treat affected 

students.  Mrs. Daughtery recommended that students should invest in a thermometer, 

noted that the flu virus forecasted for this year did not show high fever as a dominant 

symptom. Carol explained signs to look for to determine if the illness is progressing and 

when they need to go to the hospital. She described symptoms will include a high fever, 

difficulty breathing and extreme nausea. Mrs. Daughtery also noted that her office is 

available to make house calls to students who live on campus and students who are in-

need of a flu shot can make payments if they cannot afford the total cost of the 

vaccination up front. She also explained that they treat the flu with an anti-viral 

medication and noted that the medication is not effective if the patient has had the flu for 

three or more days. Furthermore, she noted that the vaccination is only 36% percent 

effective, but it is better than getting the flu without it because the virus affects the more 

dramatically. If a person starts to feel under the weather they should take zinc and 

vitamin C to help strengthen the immune system to help fight the virus. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

What is permissible and non-permissible under a Stage Two Fire Ban?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The Spring Fire in Cuchara, Colorado, and other surrounding wildfires during wildfire season in 

Colorado coupled with the extreme drought conditions caused many counties in the state to fall 

under a Stage Two or Stage Three Fire Ban. The restrictions increase in severity as the stage 

number increases. Many residents in Pueblo were not aware of the activities prohibited under a 

Stage Two Fire Ban including no smoking outside and how this type of ban affects outdoor 

recreational and camping activities  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions, news stories and public service 

announcements. The following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  07/08/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:03 a.m. 

 

Eric Duran, Public Information Officer for the Pueblo Fire Department, discussed fire 

safety procedures. He explained the different levels of fire bans in Colorado. He 

explained areas under a stage two fire restriction are more severe and noted that citizens 

are not allowed to smoke outside or must smoke inside an enclosed vehicle, individuals 

cannot operate welding torches and open camp fires are not allowed because there is high 

fire danger due to a lack of moisture. He also explained the danger of areas that have 

been affected by a fire because of the left over debris and also possible hot spots. 

Furthermore, Mr. Duran explained how an area that has already been burned is still at 

risk of restarting a fire because of the debris left over and continued dry conditions of the 

area. He explained a common myth that is associated with wildfires noting that many 

people believe that once an area has had a fire it will not catch on fire again because 

everything is already burned up. He explained that reasoning is not accurate. Then he 

moved into the procedures a resident has to follow in order to build a fire pit in their 

backyard. The resident must call the city inspector and have them mark the water, gas 

and sewer lines in the ground before digging. Then, they must call the fire department to 

inspect the fire pit location because it must be at least 15-20 feet from any fence, tree, 

house or structure to ensure safety. He then reviewed different techniques to handle fire 

safely, such as always having a water supply nearby and never leaving a fire unattended. 

He also discussed how a home owner should review their houses electrical system to 

ensure the circuits are not over loaded so that all new appliances and technology does not 

cause a house fire, and also notes that homeowners should call an electrician and get an 

inspection. Then he discussed and explained the laws and rules on flying drones to 
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capture videos or photos of a fire. He explained that the drone’s frequency can interfere 

with the firefighting efforts done by aircraft firefighting methods. Mr. Duran explained 

that carrying water or extinguishing materials may need to deviate from their planned 

course or could potentially miss their target because a drone taking up air space. He then 

explained that the operator could face federal legal consequences for flying a drone in an 

active fire zone. Eric also described why people are arrested for starting fires regardless 

of the size of the fire. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

What should be done to increase personal safety while hiking, camping and exploring nature? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

Colorado’s population has increased and many citizens enjoy exploring nature by hiking and 

camping around the Pueblo Reservoir and surrounding national forests. However, nature is 

unpredictable and can instantly turn from enjoyment to a life threatening situation in minutes. 

Without being equipped with basic survival skills, a first aid or emergency kit and education 

about dangerous animal safety and poisonous plants, and an awareness of the symptoms of 

altitude sickness, an individual’s life could be at risk while enjoying outdoor recreation. Park 

rangers assist with a variety of techniques including park safety from criminals, first aid 

assistance, plant and animal education and water safety.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  07/15/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:49 a.m. 

Noel Diamond, Park Ranger for the Pueblo Parks and Recreation Department, discussed 

appropriate attire for outdoor and wilderness exploration and discussed the importance of 

bringing a rain jacket because the weather can change at any moment without warning. 

Ms. Diamond also explained correct and incorrect ways to react when encountering large 

dangerous wildlife including bears, mountain lions and bobcats. She also explained the 

difference between the terms “poisonous” and “venomous” noting that snakes are 

venomous because poisonous is referred to with plants that cause rashes and reactions by 

external contact and venomous is injected into the system through a bite. She explained 

the laws on killing snakes, and also reviewed how to distinguish a venomous snake from 

a non-venomous snake and how to react when you see a snake and what to do if someone 

gets bit by a snake. She then explained how to tell different types of poisonous plants by 

examining the leaves and what should be included in a first aid kit and an emergency kit. 

She explained proper first aid techniques, how to look for signs of a concussion, the risks 

of spinal injuries associated with head injuries and what the symptoms and risks of 

altitude sickness are, as well as basic campfire safety and wildfire prevention tips. 

(Local.)  
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

Are immunizations important?   

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Many people are divided in their opinions of whether vaccinations are necessary. Some 

individuals argue that science has proved that vaccinations prevent the spread of illness and 

disease, while others argue that vaccinations cause development disabilities and possibly autism. 

Recently, on the CSU-Pueblo campus, a possible case of meningitis was claimed, resulting in the 

discussion of whether vaccinations are important, especially on college campuses and before the 

start of the new school year.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  07/22/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

 

Zak VanOyen, the Clinic Program Manager of the Immunization Program and Mary 

Cardenas the Clinic Immunization Nurse from the Pueblo Department of Public Health 

and Environment discussed how immunizations work and why they are important for 

both children and adults. They described how vaccinations work and that most 

vaccinations consist of injecting a dead virus into the body so that the body can build 

immunity to the virus. Then they defined the difference between live and dead 

vaccinations. They noted that live vaccinations contain an active strain of the virus that is 

deluded. They also explained how effective vaccines are by using the small pox vaccine 

as an example. Zak noted that because of the vaccine the small pox virus has been 

eliminated in the majority of the world. They moved into explaining how old a child 

should be when they start getting vaccines by explaining that children at the age of six 

months start receiving their first round of vaccinations. Then, the child is placed on a 

schedule by their doctor. Next, they described what happens if a child is off schedule or 

has missed several vaccinations noting that the child can get vaccinated anytime and 

explained if they are off schedule they should contact the Pueblo Department of Public 

Health and Environment. They also explained that students going to public school, 

colleges or universities are required to get vaccinated because that protects them as well 

as other individuals and the community from an outbreak. They addressed the growing 

concern from those against vaccines that vaccinations cause autism and learning 

disabilities. They explained that there is no actual data or connection between 

vaccinations and autism. They explained that there was a false connection between the 

two because the signs of autism begin to show in infants around six month old, which 
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coincides with the same time frame that vaccinations begin. They also described how the 

chicken pox vaccine works and how it is more dangerous for children to be exposed to 

the virus through a “chicken pox party,” which many parents held in recent decades. 

They also explained whether a child can receive a vaccination if they are running a 

temperature or are sick. They noted that because the virus is usually dead, it would not 

affect the child in a negative way. (Local.) 

 

b. T-Wolf Talk  07/29/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:59 a.m. 

 

This program was rebroadcasted on July 29, 2018 to continue to raise awareness about 

vaccinations so that listeners could make an informed decision about getting their child 

vaccinated before the new school year.  
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

What is being done at the local level to address the ongoing national opioid epidemic that is 

impacting our community?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

On October 26, 2017, President Trump declared the opioid epidemic a public health emergency. 

The crime rates in Pueblo have increased drastically and the rise of opioid use in Pueblo has also 

increased. Since the legalization of marijuana, the Pueblo community has seen a rise in opioid 

substance abuse. KTSC-FM originally aired an interview with Dr. Michael Nerenberg about the 

clean needle exchange program and his work trying to reduce the opioid addiction in Pueblo on 

March 4, 2018. After the show aired, a listener was inspired to go into treatment. She contacted 

Dr. Nerenberg on August 1, 2018 to tell him about hearing the interview and how it inspired her 

to seek treatment and recovery with his program. After this positive news was communicated to 

the station, the staff felt it was necessary and a wise decision to re-air the original interview in 

hopes that additional listeners would be inspired to seek treatment.   

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  08/05/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:49 a.m. 

 
Dr. Michael Nerenberg created the Southern Colorado Harm Reduction Association 

program, also known as SCARA. Working as an emergency room physician in 2010, he 

saw the first heroin overdoses. He noted that it was rare to see overdoses from heroin 

addicts and that they increased daily from 2011-2012. He noted that even neonatal 

addiction began increasing and that the birth of the opioid epidemic in Pueblo began in 

2011. He led open forums to address the issue with the Human Relations Commission 

(HRC). Dr. Nerenberg noted that harm reduction and treatment are different. He initiated 

the clean needle exchange program as a means to reduce harm for law enforcement 

officers conducting pat-down searches of those addicted. Initially, the SCARA program 

began in a park with only a few participants. The program eventually grew and they now 

conduct clean needle exchanges Tuesdays and Saturdays for three to four hours. Part of 

his program is to help them treat their addiction; provide narcan to his participants to 

revive others if they accidentally overdose. He noted that his program received a state 

grant to purchase 280 doses of narcan nasal spray. Out of the 230 doses he has handed 

out to participants, he has had 25 people come back saying that they have saved 

someone’s life using the nasal spray since mid-November 2017. He said they typically 
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see between 100-150 participants during each clean needle exchange. Dr. Nerenberg 

noted that many people say by providing clean needles, they are only enabling their 

addiction. But he said that if you look at the research, it reduces Hepatitis C, HIV 

Transmission, reduces the number of unclean needles in the environment and actually 

increases the number of users who seek treatment. He said that using unclean needles can 

lead to a heart condition called Endocarditis.  During his tenure at Parkview Medical 

Center, he saw 37 cases of heart disease as a result from unsterilized needle use and that 

it costs approximately $110,000 to treat this condition instead of using a nine-cent clean 

needle. Dr. Nerenberg noted that now Fentanyl is an increasing problem in Pueblo. It 

originated in the north east from those using horse-sedative medicine. Now, cases of 

Fentanyl overdoses are increasing in Pueblo. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to address the increase in traffic in and out of Pueblo?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

There have been a number of major construction zone projects in Pueblo. Interstate 25 is a major 

roadway linking the southern and northern parts of the state. Pueblo is located in the center of 

many major roadways branching off north, south, east and west. There are currently 20 active 

road projects in progress in Pueblo. These are made up of small road repairs, striping, widening 

and redesigns. The two largest projects are located at Highway 50 West and Center City Drive 

on I-25 which see an influx of traffic throughout the year. 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  08/19/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:21 a.m. 

 
Communications Manager for the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 

Michelle Peulen and Colorado State Patrol Captain Brian Lyons discussed the 

construction zones currently in progress in Pueblo. They explained that there are two 

major on-going projects located on Highway 50 West as well as a stretch of Interstate 25 

by the Center City Drive and Illex Exits. The Highway 50 West construction zone 

consists of moving and widening the current lanes going eastbound and westbound. This 

re-design of the road is expected to help improve the flow of traffic and congestion for 

the highly traveled drive coming into the City of Pueblo and heading west toward Pueblo 

West.  The expected completion date for this stretch of the highway is at the end of this 

year.  Once it is completed, the next phase of the project will begin and will continue into 

Pueblo West leading to Purcell Boulevard. The area under construction at the Center City 

Drive Exit located on I-25 consists of bridge rehabilitation and on/off ramp 

improvements.  This section of I-25 is also expected to be complete in December 2018. 

Captian Lyons explained that safety and speed are keys to driving in these construction 

zones, as well as following the reduced speed signs and being aware of other drivers 

stopping suddenly.  Do not text when driving and avoid confrontation with other drivers.  

There have been 194 road rage calls to CDOT already in 2018.  These road 

improvements will ideally improve safety and mobility for all vehicles traveling on our 

highways. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

Is breastfeeding healthier for infants?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

Many mothers and soon-to-be mothers struggle with deciding whether to breastfeed or give 

formula to their infants. Pueblo historically has a high pregnancy rate (teen pregnancy rates have 

somewhat decreased in the last five years) and this question comes up frequently for women.  

The Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment is known as a resource for women 

and for family planning. They provide many programs to assist low-income families including 

their award-winning Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program. A majority of Pueblo 

residents are familiar with the acronym WIC, but may not know the scope of the program. The 

national recognition that the local program received is noteworthy and was discussed during this 

quarter.  

 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  09/02/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:53 a.m. 

 
Nicole Cawrse, the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program Director for the Pueblo 

Department of Public Health and Environment discussed being selected as the recipient 

of the Loving Support Award of Excellence and explained how it is a prestigious 

recognition for the local program. There are 38 Colorado agencies with only nine out of 

38 agencies eligible to apply for the award. The USDA awarded the Loving Support 

Award to only12 agencies nationwide this year. A total of 78 agencies have been 

awarded this honor. The objective of this program is to support breastfeeding and to keep 

children in Colorado healthy.  Peer counselors provided by the program benefit their 

clients because of their personal experience of having breastfed before and being able to 

help with questions, problems or issues that may come along with breastfeeding.  The 

Peer Counselors are chosen from clients participating in the WIC program.  Once hired, 

the counselors are provided with training in group support for mother-to-mother 

interaction as well as how to provide one-on-one support to new mothers via phone calls, 

texts or visits.  The WIC program also has a text-line where questions can be asked and 

answered after normal business hours.  The national average of women in the United 

States who choose to breastfeed is around 80 percent, and the State of Colorado reports 

that 83 percent of women choose to breastfeed. Pueblo is found to fall into the national 

percentage number of 80 percent of breastfeeding mothers. (Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

What is a Purple Heart University?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

CSU-Pueblo will be honored with the designation of being the first Purple Heart University in 

Colorado on November 7, 2018. Pueblo is located approximately 40 miles south of Colorado 

Springs which is home to Fort Carson. There is a strong military and veteran population that 

resides in Pueblo, Colorado Springs and the surrounding areas. Many veterans struggle when 

they transition back to civilian life. There are a number of resources available on the CSU-

Pueblo campus to help this large number of active-duty and former active military members and 

their families. 

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  09/09/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:55 a.m. 

 
Dana Rocha, the Director of the Military and Veterans’ Success Center for the CSU-

Pueblo campus discussed the process of receiving the designation of being Colorado’s 

first Purple Heart University and what it means for the veteran student population. A 

Campus Support Committee called the MVAT (Military and Veteran Advisory Team) 

was formed in 2016 to begin the process of becoming a Purple Heart University. This 

office on the CSU-Pueblo campus now offers services and benefits to not only veterans, 

but also to active-duty military, spouses and dependents. There are five Purple Heart 

designated parking spots around the campus.  Another benefit that the MVSC has 

received since the award is additional scholarships to assist Southern Colorado’s military 

population in the Financial Aid, Foundation and MVSC offices. The number one obstacle 

for veterans and military students when dealing with furthering their education is 

financial aid. The Purple Heart designation for the CSU-Pueblo campus has helped to 

lessen the load of this financial burden on veterans and their families. Other services that 

are offered thru the MVSC office are the Peer-Mentoring program, PTSD counseling, a 

tutoring program, a transition program, a donated book library service and assistance with 

VA and TA benefits. (Local.)  
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

Why does the Pueblo Fire Department have a two-year hiring list?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

The Pueblo Fire Department hires firefighters from a hiring list that they update every two years. 

The Pueblo FD hosted many community meetings to inform the public about the hiring process 

and requirements to become a firefighter. Since the list is updated only every two years the 

community needed to be informed of this hiring event.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  09/16/18     7:00 a.m. – 8:05 a.m. 

 

Don Morales, the Fire Captain with the Pueblo Fire Department and Recruitment Team Member 

talked about the fire department’s hiring list, the process of applying and what being a fire 

fighter entails. Captain Morales defined the difference between an engineer and a fire fighter 

noting that an engineer is the person that operates and maintains the station’s vehicles and the 

firefighter is the entry-level position. He also explained that firefighters can become medical 

officers that assist with patients on-scene and that the Fire Captain is the leader of the house. 

Morales explained the process of getting on the two year list. Currently, the fire department is 

accepting applications. Once an individual passes the application portion, then they move to the 

civil service examination test. He noted that there are resources available to help prepare 

individuals for the test. If they pass the test and are in the top 200 tier of the scoring, then the 

individual’s name will be put on the list. Following that process, the next step the candidate must 

take is the physical agility test. Online resources are available to research how various 

organizations test for physical readiness. Once the agility test is completed successfully, then the 

fire department can contact the candidate for an interview. If the candidate has a successful 

interview, the city then makes a contingent offer that includes a medical, physical and mental 

evaluation. Additionally, the city also runs a background check and a driving history. Captain 

Morales explained the different physical tests participants must complete hose pulls, wall climbs, 

tire flips, dragging and carrying a weighted dummy. He also explained the process if an 

individual fails the test and the re-testing options. The goal of the written test is to see if the 

candidate possesses mechanical aptitude by asking question about tools and practical 

applications. They test for memory by showing a picture and then asking questions about it. 

Once an applicant passes all the tests, the interview and receives the job offer, then the new hire 

will go to the fire academy and get trained in fire, medical and first responders’ procedures as 

well as equipment operations. Captain Morales also explained the difference between volunteer 
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firefighters and city firefighters. He also explained why the hiring list is updated only every two 

years by saying that it is the civil service rule and different positions have different times it is 

renewed which helps cut down the costs for testing applicants. (Local.)  
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

 

What is being done to help Pueblo residents address the increasing costs of higher education? 

 

Discussion of Issue: 

 

There are a growing number of college students who are struggling financially every year. 

Pueblo families traditionally have low socioeconomic status, but many students want to further 

their education. To bridge the gap between paying rent and paying tuition, Colorado State 

University-Pueblo Give Day tries to help ease students’ struggle by hosting a donation day for 

campus programs and student scholarships. Many of these funds donated go into emergency 

scholarship funds to help students who may struggle with homelessness, transportation issues or 

hunger and hygiene issues.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and public service announcements. The 

following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  09/23/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:56 a.m. 

 

Chief Operations Officer for the CSU-Pueblo Foundation Nick Potter discussed the 

significance of Give Day scheduled on September 27, 2018. Mr. Potter defined what 

Give Day is and noted that 2018 is the third annual “Love CSU-Pueblo Give Day.” He 

explained that this day is an opportunity for everyone who loves the university to show 

their love and how it gives different programs on campus the ability to run their own 

grass roots crowd funding campaign. He also defines what crowd funding is noting it is 

asking a large amount of people to donate very small amounts to raise what is needed 

versus asking very few people donate very large amounts. He then described the different 

campaigns to donate to for the 2018 Give Day. Nick provided background information 

about the first give day which started because of the concepts of “give day.” He explained 

that his office received a lot of support and positive feedback after the first day and how 

they decided to host it every year since. He then explained how the donations have 

increased each year noting that the first Give Day did not have matching funds. Then the 

second year, they received matching funds which helped increase the donations. Nick 

explained what matching funds by describing that it is when a community member makes 

a donation of a dollar, that dollar is then matched for that campaign. This helped 

encourage the community to participate because their five dollar donation would then be 

a ten dollar donation for that campaign. The first year raised about $10,000 for students 

and student programs. In the second year, they raised $25,000 before matching funds and 

after matching funds that total turned into $45,000. He also explained that the CSU-

Pueblo Foundation covers the credit card fees and makes sure that every cent donated to 
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the campaign makes it to that account. Nick then explained that the day is more about the 

number of people that donate and not the amount that is given. Their goal is to have 700 

donors for the 2018 Give Day. Mr. Potter also discussed the role that the Foundation 

office plays on campus. He noted that they are dedicated to raising funds to help students 

and the university and that they have officers in charge of every single account to make 

sure the university and students have the help they need. They are also in charge of 

processing and awarding scholarships to students through the foundation scholarship 

application. He explained that the scholarship application is one application the students 

fill out that their name gets applied additional scholarships that they may be eligible to 

receive. They also help connect students with their donors by hosting a Foundation 

luncheon so that they can meet each other and learn from each other and so that the donor 

knows exactly where their funds are going. Mr. Potter also discussed different emergency 

funds that students can utilize to help in an emergency situation. Students can talk to their 

advisors about getting help and also talk to financial aid or student life and they can get 

help. He also described the 23 campaigns starting with Administrative Professional 

Council (APC) – Scholarship, American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) – Concrete 

Canoe Competition, Archives – Chicano Movement Oral History Project, Associated 

Students Government (ASG) – Emergency Fund, Athletics – “Wolfies” Student-Athlete 

Banquet, Automotive Industry Management (AIM) – Equipment, Chemistry – 

Scholarship, Classified Staff – Scholarship, CSU-Pueblo Career Closet – 

Clothing/Infrastructure, CSU-Pueblo Observatory – Maintenance, CSU-Pueblo, Search 

and Rescue (SAR) – Equipment, Hasan School of Business (HSB) – Study, Abroad 

Scholarships, History – Scholarships, International Programs – Scholarships, Lambda Chi 

Alpha (LXA) – Philanthropy Project, Mass Communications – Today 

Newspaper/Journalism, Nursing – Southern Colorado Association of Nursing Students 

(SCANS), Pack Pantry – Food/Hygiene Products, Smithsonian Internship – Internship 

Funding, Student Veterans – Home of Heroes Scholarship, CHASS Helping Hands Fund 

– Emergency Fund (Non-Matching), CSU-Pueblo General Scholarships (Non-Matching), 

CSU-Pueblo Annual Fund (Non- Matching). He noted that some funds are non-matching 

because they missed the application deadline to participate in Give Day. He also 

explained that the Foundation office has considered the time zones of the university’s 

international alumni population and will open the donation window six hours early. 

(Local.) 
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Quarterly Issues/Program List 

July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
ISSUE: 

What is the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment doing to address the lead 

levels found at the superfund site in the Bessemer neighborhood?  

 

Discussion of Issue: 

Pueblo’s smelting history can be dated back to the 1800’s. There have been five different ore 

smelting sites in the city’s history and currently Pueblo is home to one active steel mill. The 

Colorado Smelter site that was located in the Bessemer area operated from 1883-1908. The 

potential for contamination was high in this area and has been tested periodically over the years.  

One study discovered the presence of elevated levels of lead and arsenic. KTSC-FM originally 

discussed this story in May 2018 and hosted members from PDPHE this quarter to provide an 

update of the superfund site in the historic Bessemer neighborhood.  

 

Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of 

programs, including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are 

illustrative examples of such programming: 

  

a. T-Wolf Talk  09/30/18     7:00 a.m. – 7:44 a.m. 

 

Cori Ocanasa and Mallory O’Brien both from the Pueblo Department of Public Health 

and Environment discussed the presence of lead in the Bessemer area and the clean-up 

efforts that are currently underway. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

listed the Bessemer site on the National Priorities list. After sampling the area, a clean-up 

plan was put into place. The plan includes the removal of affected soil 24 inches deep in 

the surrounding neighborhood yards and then replacement with untainted soil and grass.  

This area contains residential housing with many of the houses being built before 1978.  

That fact leads to the potential of lead paint and lead tile glaze being present inside of the 

homes. PDPHE explained that soil and dust are where the levels are showing elevation.  

The most common way to get lead in your system is by inhaling or ingesting it. They are 

recommending to residents who live in that area to call the Pueblo Department of Public 

Health and Environment before starting any renovations inside or outside of houses 

located in the superfund site. Blood tests are being offered to elementary school aged 

children and younger, as well as to women of child bearing age. The representatives from 

the PDPHE advise that if you find that you show lead levels present, you can flush it out 

of your body by changing your diet to more fruits and vegetables and by taking vitamin 

C, calcium and iron supplements.  Plumbing pipes were once made from lead so if 

residents have to do plumbing repairs, they should check to see if their pipes have been 

updated with non-lead lines.  PDPHE has a website with tips and recommendations 

concerning lead available for the public stay up to date with this topic. If a resident has 

any questions or concerns about lead being present in their home, they can call or stop by 

the PDPHE office to discuss getting it tested. (Local.) 
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Radio Station KTSC-FM 

Pueblo, CO 

 
b. Public Services Announcements PSA’S, 30 sec., variable: 

KTSC-FM broadcast a number of public service announcements throughout the three 

months providing information about texting and driving, autism awareness, bullying, 

stroke awareness, child safety and car seats, stroke awareness, wildfire safety, emergency 

preparedness, driving under the influence of alcohol, adoption and foster care, childhood 

hunger, suicide awareness, pregnancy support and shelter pets. (Recorded.) 

 

c. News Programming 

During the last quarter, KTSC-FM News Department covered important events relating 

to a variety of local community issues broadcast in our daily five-minute news brief 

airing at 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; duration of 25 minutes per week, totaling 

125 minutes of news programming for the last three months. (Local). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


