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Section I -Issues 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant to our community for this quarter: 

A.  Health Issues 

B.  Employment  

C. Mercy Ships 

D. Safe Driving  

E.  Climate Change 

F. Local News 

G. Political Issues  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 2- Responsive Programs 

 

A.  Health Issues   

“FLU SHOT” -WGAO aired PSA announcements on flu shots from the US Department of Human 

Services.  The 60-second spots were played daily approximately 2 times per day.   

“FLU SHOT”- WGAO aired PSA announcements on flu shots from the Centers for Disease 

Control.  The 60-second spots were played daily approximately 2 times per day.   

 

B.  Employment   

“PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” - WGAO aired PSA announcements on employment from 

GradsofLife.org.   The 60-second spots were played daily approximately 2 times per day.   

“FINISH YOUR DIPLOMA” - WGAO aired PSA announcements on getting your high school 

diploma from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation.  The 60-second spots were played daily 

approximately 2 times per day.   

 

C.  Mercy Ships   

“MERCY SHIPS” WGAO aired PSA announcements on Mercy Ships.org.   The 60-second spots 

were played daily approximately 4 times per day. 

 

D.  Safe Driving  

“SAFE DRIVING” -WGAO aired PSA announcements on safe driving from the National Road 

Safety Foundation.  The 60-second spots were played daily approximately 2 times per day. 

“TEXTING AND DRIVING” -WGAO aired PSA announcements on texting and driving from Stop 

Texts Stop Wrecks.org and the National Highway Traffic Safety Foundation.  The 60-second spots were 

played daily approximately 2 times per day. 



 

E.  Climate Change  

 “CLIMATE CONNECTIONS” WGAO aired the program Climate Connections from Yale University 

on Sundays from 7:08 am – 7:15 am on Sunday morning mornings throughout the quarter.  The shows 

are as follows:  

(Shows CX 190930 – CX 191004 aired on Sunday 10/6/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX190930-City uses abandoned industrial sites to capture floodwater: Camden, New Jersey, is 

converting an old landfill site into a waterfront park with restored wetlands. 

CX191001-Climate change could undo progress in educating girls: So it could be life-altering for girls 

around the world.  

CX191002 -Water utility collaborates with farmers to clean up pollution: New Water, a utility in 

northwest Wisconsin, wanted to stop phosphorus pollution at its source.  

CX191003-Advocate: Include disabled people in climate solutions: Alex Ghenis of the World Institute 

on Disability says disabled people — 12 to 20% of the U.S. population — are too often overlooked.  

CX191004-NYC plan will fight traffic and climate change: Congestion pricing will reduce trips into the 

busiest areas — and generate revenue for the subway system. 

 

(Shows CX 191007 – CX 191011 aired on Sunday 10/13/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

 

 CX191007 -Texan Marine finds his calling in the wind industry: Jake Thompson originally planned to 

follow his dad into the oil business.  

CX191008 -Biologist wants to protect a bird as seas rise: MacGillivray's seaside sparrow nests are 

flooding as seas rise.  

CX191009 -A young person’s journey from fear to action: As a child, he covered his ears when he heard 

the words ‘global warming.’  

CX191010 -Local offsets program funds energy efficiency projects: The program has paid for 

weatherization, energy-efficient heating systems, and other projects in the Finger Lakes region of New 

York.  

CX191011 -The energy efficiency industry is growing: ‘They are well-paid domestic jobs … and they are 

jobs that are not going to go away.’ 

(Shows CX 191014 – CX 191018 aired on Sunday 10/20/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

 



CX191014 -What are power purchase agreements? They’re critical tools for transitioning to a clean 

energy economy.  

CX191015 -Researchers turn algae into strong, lightweight material: The material has two major 

benefits for the climate.  

CX191016 -Carbon pollution from thermal energy: ‘We haven’t done very much yet to address that 

large bucket of emissions.’  

CX191017 -Farm shows benefits of silvopasture: At Dickinson College Farm in Pennsylvania, native trees 

are growing in cattle pastures.  

CX191018 -There’s still hope for corals, study finds: But as the climate warms, reefs need protection 

from threats such as overfishing and pollution. 

(Shows CX 191021 – CX 191025 aired on Sunday 10/27/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX191021 - Women bring clean energy to sub-Saharan Africa: They’re ambassadors for solar 

technology.  

CX191022 -Nonprofit encourages Latinos to spend time in nature: ‘There is a gap, definitely, between 

communities of color — Latino communities — and access to these green spaces.’  

CX191023 -Marginalized Louisiana residents learn to lead on climate: Low-income communities of 

color face some of the worst threats from rising seas.  

CX191024 -Farmer experiments with more climate-friendly rice cultivation: Conventional rice paddies 

emit a lot of methane, a potent heat-trapping gas.  

CX191025 -Gas driller becomes climate-conscious farmer: ‘I’m doing my bit to make food better, make 

soil better.’ 

 

(Shows CX 191028 – CX 191101 aired on Sunday 11/3/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX191028 - Why climate change is a property rights issue: Law professor Jonathan Adler says framing 

the issue this way could inspire more support for climate action.  

CX191029 -Baltimore converts vacant lots into usable green space: Hundreds of lots have been 

transformed.  

CX191030 -Energy-efficient homes can improve quality of life: They can be quieter, more comfortable, 

and have better air quality.  

CX191031 -Climate change could bring vampire bats to the U.S.: Researchers modeled where the bats 

might move as the climate warms.  

CX191101 -Berkeley bans natural gas from some buildings: Natural gas is a significant source of carbon 

pollution. 

 

(Shows CX 191104 – CX 191108 aired on Sunday 11/10/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 



 

CX191104 -New York Yankees go to bat on climate change: Their huge platform could encourage a 

cultural shift.  

CX191105 -‘Dish Truck’ helps events reduce single-use plastic: Founder Joey Diana Gates of Ithaca, New 

York, wanted to cut down on ‘mountains and mountains of garbage.’  

CX191106 - How batteries in electric school buses could feed the grid: During the summer, idle school 

buses could be put to work in energy storage.  

CX191107 -Extreme weather linked to huge health costs: Just 10 extreme events in 2012 cost $1.6 

billion in healthcare and lost wages, according to the NRDC.  

CX191108 -Farmers turn degraded land into green pasture: They’d been told their land was unsuitable 

for agriculture. 

 

(Shows CX 191111 – CX 191115 aired on Sunday 11/17/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

 

 CX191111 -Veteran urges other veterans to join climate fight: He says addressing the problem will take 

a mobilization on the scale of World War II.  

CX191112 -Harvard research could shed light on geoengineering: ‘We should look at all possible 

options that we have in our climate change response toolbox.’  

CX191113 -Connecticut town sets up a climate fund: The money could be used for repairing flooded 

bridges, elevating houses, improving stormwater drainage, and more.  

CX191114 -Colombia’s carbon tax could help protect the Amazon: The tax also aims to reduce the 

country’s reliance on fossil fuels.  

CX191115 -Therapist collects dreams about climate change: Sometimes, climate change is a literal 

nightmare. 

 

(Shows CX 191118 – CX 191122 aired on Sunday 11/24/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX191118 -NASA scientist injects humor into the climate conversation: Oceanographer Josh Willis is 

also known as ‘Climate Elvis.’  

CX191119 -One reason why cities keep building in coastal areas: It has to do with property taxes.  

CX191120 -Solar industry lacks diversity, report finds: But a growing number of companies are working 

to increase representation of women and people of color, the report says.  

CX191121 -Many farmers feel unprepared for extreme weather: Fruit and vegetable growers in the 

Northeast say they lack the skills and money to cope with drought and record rainfall.  

CX191122 -Why a motorcyclist decided to go electric: ‘I would unquestionably say that if you’re a 

motorcyclist you should at least try out an electric motorcycle.’ 

(Shows CX 191125 – CX 191129 aired on Sunday 12/1/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 



CX191125 -Energy efficiency jobs grow in the Midwest: Regional investments in efficiency have soared 

to $1.5 billion annually.  

CX191126 -Wind energy on the rise in the Great Plains: A U.S. grid operator in the region briefly 

generated more than 65% of its power from wind last April.  

CX191127 -Energy costs burden low-income families: Weatherization programs can help.  

CX191128 -How Cornell is adapting to extreme weather: A rain garden, porous asphalt, and other 

features help the campus cope with heavier downpours.  

CX191129 -How heat pumps can shrink CO2 footprints: These efficient devices work even in cold 

climates. 

(Shows CX 191202 – CX 191206 aired on Sunday 12/8/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

 

 CX191202 -Advocate: Parents can play a role in youth climate strikes: She says an adult’s presence can 

help keep strikers safe — and it’s an act of solidarity.  

CX191203 -Professor locks herself to pipeline construction equipment: She was arrested for her 

actions.  

CX191204 -How climate change influences immigration to the U.S.: Protracted drought and crop 

failures are part of why people in Central America are fleeing their homes.  

CX191205 -Electric buses charge up quickly with wireless systems: c  

CX191206 -Hockey players plan game at North Pole: The goal is to bring attention to the climate crisis. 

 

(Shows CX 191209 – CX 191213 aired on Sunday 12/15/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

 

 CX191209 -Clam shack lost to rising seas and storms: Liam’s, on Cape Cod’s Nauset beach, was 

demolished in 2018.  

CX191210 -New York City targets carbon pollution from buildings: Many large apartment buildings 

need retrofits to boost their efficiency.  

CX191211 -Flooring manufacturer cuts carbon pollution: Large companies should prioritize climate 

change; Interface’s chief sustainability officer says.  

CX191212 -Fort Sumter contends with rising seas and storms: The fort was heavily bombarded during 

the Civil War — and now it faces new threats.  

CX191213 -It’s time for Audubon’s Christmas bird count: Birders across North America are capturing 

data that helps scientists understand how climate change is altering bird habitats. 

 

(Shows CX 191216 – CX 191220 aired on Sunday 12/22/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX191216 -Environmental group plans satellite launch to monitor methane: Methane is a potent global 

warming pollutant.  



CX191217 -What is carbon removal, and why is it important?: Scientists are working on ways to suck 

carbon from the air.  

CX191218 -Why hope is critical to addressing climate change: According to conservation psychologist 

John Fraser.  

CX191219 -Dominica native wants to protect climate migrants: International law offers little protection 

to people displaced by the impacts of climate change, says Columbia University’s Ama Francis.  

CX191220 -How buildings stayed cool before AC: Architects used clever techniques to help occupants 

stay comfortable.  

 

(Shows CX 191223 – CX 191227 aired on Sunday 12/29/19 at 7:08 – 7:15 am.  Each show was 90 

seconds long) 

CX191223 Mon., 12/23 The case for growing lettuce in New England: Lettuce titans California and 

Arizona are likely to experience more droughts as the climate warms.  

CX191224 Tue., 12/24 Man trades his desk chair for a bicycle seat: He biked from British Columbia to 

New Mexico to gather stories for a film about climate change.  

CX191225 Wed., 12/25 Santa’s North Pole home is melting: The Arctic has already lost 40% of its 

summertime ice cover.  

CX191226 Thu., 12/26 D.C. program trains young people in environmental leadership: Participants 

work on projects ranging from solar installations to water quality testing.  

CX191227 Fri., 12/27 Artist uses artificial reefs as canvases: ‘I wanted to really symbolize the human 

side of the ocean and how we're all connected.’ 

 “Franklin 2050: THE CLIMATE CRISIS” – WGAO aired 35 second PSA’s about a local climate 

change event hosted by the 350 Mass for a Better Future, the Massachusetts Climate Action Network, 

and the Franklin Democratic Town Committee.  The PSA’s were read live approximately 6 times per day 

between 10/1/19 and 10/17/19 for the 10/17/19 event at the Elks Lodge in Franklin, Massachusetts.  

 

F.  Local News 

WGAO aired local newscasts for approximately 5 minutes from October 1 - December 6, on 

weekdays, 7 times a day between the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm throughout the quarter.  

 

G.  Political Issues 

 “POLITICAL ISSUES” WGAO aired the program American Radio Journal every Sunday during the 

quarter.  The program aired from 7:00am-7:30am weekly throughout the quarter.  Note: the actual 

airdates were for Sundays of each week with content as follows:  



American Radio Journal 

2019 Q4 Program Notes for Public File 

  

(December 28, 2019 - January 3, 2020) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with 

physicist John Droz, Jr. about wind power and CO2 emissions; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth 

has the Real Story on how the impeachment vote will impact 2020 congressional elections; Eric 

Boehm of Reason magazine looks at tax breaks tucked in the federal budget; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from 

the Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has an American Radio Journal commentary on 

Christmas 1979. 

 

(December 21, 2019 - December 27, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Veronique de Rugy from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University about the U.S./China 

trade deal; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the big spending federal 

budget deal; Eric Boehm from Reason Magazine gets details of a tax break for the wealthy advocated by 

congressional Democrats from Marc Goldwein of the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget; 

And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on the 

upcoming senate impeachment trial. 

(December 14, 2019 - December 20, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Dr. Nathan Meehan of Hillsdale College about the reasons behind stagnant U.S. student test 

scores; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the articles of impeachment 

against President Trump; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Dan Ikenson of the Cato Institute 

about the U.S./Mexico/Canada trade agreement; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American 

Radio Journal commentary on the need to investigate the investigators. 

(December 7, 2019 - December 13, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Orphie Divounguy of the Illinois Policy Institute about the income gap and wealth taxes; Scott 

Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on a special U.S. Senate race in Georgia; Eric 

Boehm of Reason magazine talks about the impact of the Jones Act on the natural gas shipping industry; 

And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has an American 

Radio Journal commentary on children with Down Syndrome. 

(November 30, 2019 - December 6, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Michael Farren from 

the Mercatus Center at George Mason University discusses targeted economic development 

subsidies; Scott Parkinson of the Club for Growth has the Real Story on 2020 U.S. Senate races; Eric 

Bohem and Ron Bailey of Reason magazine have some good news on how well we are doing; And, Colin 

Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on why we need Fred 

Rogers. 

(November 23, 2019 - November 29, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Lee Edwards of the Heritage Foundation about the historic failure of socialism; Scott 



Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the latest missed federal budget deadline; Eric 

Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Dan Griswald from the Mercatus Center at George Mason 

University about who benefits from protectionist trade policies; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has 

an American Radio Journal commentary on the Public Responsibility and Trust Act. 

(November 16, 2019 - November 22, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry gets 

details on Elizabeth Warren's Medicare for All plan from Jason Pye of FreedomWorks; Scott 

Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the impeachment hearings; Eric 

Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Maya MacGuineas of the Committee for a Responsible Federal 

Budget about the growing federal deficit; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Institute for Faith and Freedom 

at Grove City College has an American Radio Journal commentary on losing the Greatest Generation. 

(November 9, 2019 - November 15, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Keith Naughton of Silent Majority Strategies about the reliability of state polling in the presidential 

race; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the 2019 General Election results 

in Virginia; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine looks into "home equity theft" in Michigan; And, Colin 

Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on a "blue wave" in the 

Philadelphia suburbs. 

(November 2, 2019 - November 8, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Phil Kerpen of American Commitment about the Federal Reserve competing with private 

enterprise; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on Twitter ending political 

ads; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Nicole Kaeding from the National Taxpayers Union about 

the tangled web of state sales tax laws; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American Radio 

Journal commentary on the impact of back-tracking on deregulation. 

(October 26, 2019 -November 1, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Rachael Bovard co-author of Conservative: Knowing What to Keep about how conservative 

principles lead to economic prosperity; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on 

2020 congressional elections; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Veronique DeRugy from the 

Mercatus Center at George Mason University about Democrat proposals for a wealth tax; And, Dr. Paul 

Kengor from the Institute for Faith and Freedom at Grove City College has an American Radio 

Journal commentary on the Tree of Life shooting one year later. 

(October 19, 2019 - October 25, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Michael Barone author of How Political Parties Change - And How They Don't; Scott 

Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the politics of impeachment; Eric 

Boehm of Reason magazine looks at state regulators in Michigan keeping patients from new cancer 

treatments; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio Journal commentary 

on the latest Democratic presidential debate. 

(October 12, 2019 - October 18, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Elizabeth Slattery of the Heritage Foundation about the new term of the U.S. Supreme Court; Scott 



Parkinson of the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the President's new executive orders clamping 

down on federal regulations; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Iain Murray from the 

Competitive Enterprise Institute about the impact of capitalism on democracy; And, Col. Frank Ryan, 

USMC (Ret.) has an American Radio Journal commentary on civility and common courtesy. 

(October 5, 2019 - October 11, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with Nick Loris of the Heritage Foundation about radical environmental policy proposals; Scott 

Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the impact of Senator Sanders' health 

problems on the Democratic Presidential race; Eric Boehm of Reason Magazine discusses making 

Naloxone available for over-the-counter sale with Jeff Singer from the Cato Institute; And, Dr. Paul 

Kengor from the Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has an American Radio 

Journal commentary of putting away the cell phones and re-engaging in life. 

(September 28, 2019 - October 4, 2019) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 

with David Beckwith from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University about the Federal Reserve's 

cutting of interest rates; Scott Parkinson of the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the latest push to 

impeach President Trump; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine gets details on the new U.S./Japan trade 

deal from Clark Packard of the R Street Institute; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has 

an American Radio Journal commentary on getting the facts on the Trump/Ukraine phone call. 
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