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Food/Agriculture

You may have heard the mantra that, "carrots love tomatoes," when it comes to garden 

placement. In this episode of All Things Gardening, we'll learn about plant partners and the 

scientific data that backs up how the placement of certain plants can keep pests and weeds 

at bay. You can experiment in your own garden this summer! A method of planning out your 

garden, known as companion planting, is covered in a new book, Plant Partners, by Jessica 

Walliser. The book answers questions about which companion plants work well together for 

pest, disease and weed control. Broadcast during Weekend Edition Sunday. Feb 21, 5 min 28 sec. 9:35 

am

Food/Agriculture

The sign propped up in the parking space in front of Bennington's Blue Benn Diner reads, "If 

It Ain't Broke, Don't Fix It!" And since new owner John Getchell left his home in Southern 

Maine to purchase and run the Bennington landmark, he has changed very little about it. 

Broadcast during Weekend Edition Saturday.

Feb 20, 4 min 49 sec. 8:35 

am

Arts / Culture

Many of us miss seeing a movie in theaters, feeling the rhythm of a live concert inside your 

body, or gathering with friends to have a laugh at a comedy club. This hour, we hear from 

arts organizations and performers about how they've been dealing with the pandemic. From 

taking a hiatus to going virtual, we talk about what's working and what's not, nearly a year 

in. Broadcast on Vermont Edition. 

Feb 17, 48 min, 50 sec. 12pm 

and 7pm

Arts / Culture

Music is a universal language. And If you may not be able to understand the language that 

local health officials are using to warn you about a deadly pandemic, music can provide 

another way to communicate. That's how the group KeruBo is discussing the COVID-19 

vaccine among Vermont's African community, with the new song Chanjo. Broadcast during 

Morning Edition. 

Feb 26, 5 min 13 sec. 7:44 

am
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Arts / Culture

Of all the portraits in the Vermont Statehouse, none are of people of color, but that will soon 

change. A portrait of Alexander Twilight will go up in the halls of the Statehouse likely next 

year. Twilight is believed to be both the first African American college graduate and first 

African American legislator in the U.S. He graduated from Middlebury College in 1823 and 

served in the Vermont Legislature in 1836. Artist Katie Runde of Middlebury has been 

chosen to paint his portrait. She was chosen from a group of 18 artists to take on this work. 

VPR’s Henry Epp spoke with artist Katie Runde about her forthcoming portrait of Alexander 

Twilight. Broadcast during All Things Considered.
Feb 24, 4 min 59 sec. 5:44pm

Arts / Culture

For the past five years, JAGFest, a festival celebrating Black theater, has brought a group of 

artists to Vermont in the middle of winter to develop, workshop and perform new works. This 

year, as with so many things, an in-person workshop and festival were not possible due to 

COVID-19. So, the producers adapted by tapping into another medium. Broadcast during All 

Things Considered. Feb 18, 7 min 5 sec, 5:50 pm

Business / 

Economics

For years, people have been sounding the alarm about Vermont's unfunded pension 

liabilities. Now State Treasurer Beth Pearce is recommending a reduction in pension benefits 

for teachers and state employees. She says this is necessary to keep the state's pension 

fund solvent. This hour, Pearce explains her recommendations and we hear from the state 

employees and teachers unions. Broadcast on Vermont Edition.

Feb 1, 48 min, 50 sec. 12pm 

and 7pm

Business / 

Economics

The pandemic has upended our daily lives and pushed people into tenuous financial 

situations. Many are making enough for the essentials but extra expenses, reduced income 

and isolation from loved ones has created anxiety about the future. As 2020 came to a close, 

VPR checked back in with some Vermonters about how they’re managing economic 

uncertainty and thinking about the coming months. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All 

Things Considered.

Jan 4, 5 min 17 sec. 7:44am 

and 5:44 pm

Business / 

Economics

In Rutland, a Florida developer's plans to build a $63 million senior living complex on the 

campus of the former college of St Joseph could be a boon to the local community and many 

are excited about it. But rumors about Act 250, questions about transparency and a failed 

plan to include the Rutland Free Library in the project have raised concerns. Broadcast 

during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Mar 31, 6 min 41 sec. 7:50 

am and 5:50 pm

Education and 

Schools

About half of Vermont's schools contract with local law enforcement officers to provide 

security services. Some people think these resource officers are necessary to keep schools 

safe, but others say these resource officers have a negative effect, particularly on students of 

color. This hour, we talk about a bill that would prohibit schools from hiring resource 

officers. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.

Feb 15, 30 min, 50 sec. 12pm 

and 7pm
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Education and 

Schools

A recent incident in Bennington shows that students of color sometimes still face racially 

insensitive curriculum in Vermont schools. The incident comes as Vermont legislators are 

debating a plan which, if approved, would invest money in teacher training to improve racial 

equity in classrooms across the state. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things 

Considered.
Mar 25, 4 min 33 sec. 7:44 

am and 5:44 pm

Education and 

Schools

In the last few weeks, Vermont has started offering COVID-19 vaccines to K-12 public and 

private school teachers and staff, early educators and child care workers, as the state 

pushes to get kids back into classrooms full time this spring. At one recent vaccination clinic 

for educators, teachers expressed excitement and relief as they received their shots. 

Broadcast during All Things Considered. Mar 19, 4 min 58 sec. 5:44pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

The University of Vermont recently announced Noma Anderson as its new dean for its 

College of Nursing and Health Sciences. This segment, we talk with her about her research 

and work on racial disparities, educational inequity and access to care in the word of speech 

pathology, and hear about her goals as the new dean. Broadcast during Vermont Edition. March 3, 48 min, 50 sec. 

12pm and 7pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

New guidelines unveiled by Gov. Phil Scott on Tuesday open the door for teachers and other 

staff at public schools, as well as certain public safety officials and corrections staff to get the 

COVID-19 vaccine. At the same time, Vermonters with certain high-risk medical conditions 

will also become eligible for a shot starting next week. Broadcast during All Things 

Considered. Mar 2, 5min 16 sec, 4:44pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

As Vermont works to expand who can get vaccinated for COVID-19, state officials say they 

are committed to ensuring those disproportionately affected by the virus, including those who 

are Black, Indigenous and people of color, have equitable access to the vaccine. But what 

does equitable mean, and is the state's plan achieving it? Broadcast during All Things 

Considered. Feb 22, 5 min 17 sec, 5:44pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

The spread of new COVID-19 variants has brought new questions for state and federal 

health officials, especially when it comes to mask-wearing. Like, does a single mask really 

provide enough protection? Or is it better to double up? In our weekly health update, we put 

these and other questions to the Vermont Department of Health, and we get the latest on 

vaccine registration and administration in Vermont. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.

Feb 2, 47 min, 12pm and 

7pm

Politics and 

Government 

Vermont Gov. Phil Scott wants lawmakers to invest more than $200 million in federal COVID-

19 relief funds in a number of one-time projects -- not ongoing programs. This hour of 

Vermont Edition, we talk with Republican and Progressive leaders at the Statehouse about 

their priorities for the session, including the use of this money. Broadcast during Vermont 

Edition.
Feb 18, 48 min, 50 sec. 12pm 

and 7pm
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Politics and 

Government 

The town of Hartford has been trying to address systemic racism in town, and it hasn't been 

easy. A Black select board member resigned recently after she was harassed, and as Town 

Meeting Day elections approach, a rift is opening up between candidates who want to slow 

down the change, and those who want to continue pushing for racial equality. Broadcast 

during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Feb. 8, 7 min, 14 sec. 7:50am 

and 5:50 pm 

Politics and 

Government 

It’s the first Tuesday in March, and that means one thing in Vermont: Town Meeting Day. But 

this year, like so many things in our pandemic era, things are different. Here's what you need 

to know. Broadcast during Morning Edition. Mar 2, 4min 16 sec, 7:44am
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