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During the third quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 4:30-5:00PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30 / 4:30-5:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-9:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the third quarter of 2003, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7- Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchor Cheryl Jennings hosted this program that 
aired Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND- News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Cheryl Jennings hosted, and it aired Saturdays 
from 5:00-5:30pm & 5:30-6:00pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The volunteer office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the third quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
   
WAYNE FREEDMAN’S GOLF ADDICTION- This special featured ABC 7‟s 
Wayne Freedman as he provided an in depth review of various aspects from the 
game and tips about playing his favorite activity.  This program aired on 
Saturday, July 19

th
 from 1:30-2:00pm, and on Sunday, July 20

th
 from 12:30-

1:00pm.  
 

MOTORSPORTS: START TO FINISH- This was part three in a series of specials 
produced to examine all aspects of motor sports including NASCAR, drag racing, 
and motorcycles.  This program aired on Saturday, July 19

th
 from 7:00-7:30pm, 

and on Sunday, July 20
th

 from 5:00-5:30pm. 
 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program was part of a series of specials 
produced to celebrate the ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted 
the achievements of four outstanding Bay Area Asian Americans.  It aired on 
Sunday, August 3

rd
 from 5:10-5:30pm, Sunday, August 31

st
 from 5:00-5:30pm, 

and on Sunday, September 28
th

 from 11:00-11:30AM. 
 
 

 

  

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the third quarter of 2003, KGO-TV ran a total of 1,643 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
Californians For Television Access, KGO-TV Hispanic American Heritage 
Salutes, KGO-TV produced San Francisco Asian Art Museum, Ducks Unlimited, 
Film Arts Foundation, Battered Women‟s Alternatives, National Arbor Day 
Foundation, Swords To Plowshares, U.S. Navy, Words Can Heal, Will Rogers 
Institute, Institute For Achieving Human Potential, Guide Dogs For The Blind, 
Governor‟s Office of Emergency Services, Salvation Army, Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, Ocean Wildlife Campaign, United Way of the Bay Area, Way to 
Happiness Foundation, and Worldvision American Families Assistance.  

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through our efforts we‟ve 
determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

    Youth Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Health & Medical Issues 

    Crime & Law Enforcement Issues 

    Employment & Economic Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station‟s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 18, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:29 

Subject:  

This report discussed how the state budget stalemate had forced at least one 
childcare center in Contra Costa County to cancel a program for low-income 
families.  This potentially would send dozens of children out on the street.  Other 
programs were at risk of closing if the legislature didn‟t pass a budget quickly.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:  

This report followed high school students that were learning about the job 
market, and the modern world of business while working as summer interns.    
Interns discussed how the experience had influenced their plans for the future, 
and financial advisors discovered they had become youth mentors.   

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 24, 2003 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:  

This report profiled an East Bay camp created for children with life-threatening 
illnesses.  It was built by a children‟s foundation and with assistance from KGO-
TV viewers.  Siblings and parents were invited by camp directors to also come to 
the camp and volunteer.  Even the kids‟ doctors and nurses volunteered.  An 
annual fundraiser was held by volunteers to support the year round programs.   

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 27, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:27 

Subject:   

This report was about the death of a 16 year-old San Jose boy that occurred when 
two friends challenged each other to a punching game.  Investigators said it wasn‟t 
the first time they had challenged each other to see who could take the biggest 
blow.  Both had been drinking, and this time the game took a bad turn when the 19 
year-old dealt the fatal blow.  He would face involuntary manslaughter charges. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local) 

Date/Time: July 12, 2003 (5:30-6:00PM) 

Length: 2:49 

Subject:   

This report profiled Oakland‟s early intervention program for youth at risk of going 
to jail.  After twelve years, the program boasted an 80% success rate, and almost 
1,000 families had participated.  First or second time youth offenders had a clear 
choice of incarceration or to enroll in the program.  Some of the participants 
discussed how it had changed their lives, and how they had tried to help others.     
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 14, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:   

This report discussed how residents of a Redwood City neighborhood were 
fighting to keep a school anti-drug program from being cut.  The police department 
was faced with making one million dollars in budget cuts and the ant-drug program 
was on the list.  Residents said they were willing to contribute money to keep the 
program alive because it had made a drastic improvement in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 15, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:  

This report followed a group of third graders from Richmond as they attended 
college classes at Cal State Hayward.  Called “Project Yes”, it was designed to 
give young students exposure to the college experience, and to motivate them to 
want to get there.  The program continued throughout the school year as tutors 
helped students get closer to achieving their dreams.   
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 2003 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 2:43 

Subject:  

This report showed how a Petaluma paper company teamed with the Hunter‟s 
Point Youth Park to distribute stickers to ill children in hospitals around the world. 
The park director explained that kids in the hospital sticker project felt like they 
were giving something back to kids less fortunate.  By volunteering, they were 
able to earn gift certificates for clothes, shoes and presents for their families.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 31, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report discussed why a local school district‟s student lunch menu received 
lower than average scores from a Washington, D.C. health group.  The school 
district was following Federal nutritional guidelines that stated calories from fat in 
meals had to be 30% or less.  However, with childhood obesity and diabetes on 
the rise, nutritionists said good eating habits started at home.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the third quarter of 2003, there were over 400 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
youth.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: America‟s Promise, Boy Scouts of 
America, Boys 2000 & Beyond, Boys Hope Girls Hope, Boys Town National 
Hotline, Brave Kids, California Conservation Corps, Center For Juvenile & Criminal 
Justice, Children Now, Connect For Kids, DARE, Girl Scouts, Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation, March of Dimes, National Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for a 
Drug-Free California/America, San Francisco Healthy Kids Program, Society for 
Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for Understanding.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 26, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:    

This report discussed why teachers at the Campbell Union High School District 
asked for a strike authorization vote.  They had worked without a contract for over 
two years and said they were at “the end of the line.”  Salaries and a limit on 
medical benefits were the biggest obstacles to an agreement with the district. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 26, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the possible Campbell Union teacher‟s strike from the 
perspective of a teacher that voted for it.  She explained that it was very difficult 
to budget when the governor and the legislature cut the money they said they 
were going to give.  The decision to vote for a strike was scary since her family 
would be put in a bad situation, but she needed the issue settled.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 11, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report covered a march by teachers outside of a meeting by the Campbell 
Union School District.  Teachers had previously delivered trustees an ultimatum 
to agree with their contract or face a strike.  They were prepared to strike the 
following week if an agreement was not met at this meeting.  The district said it 
was trying to avoid a walk out, but also had plans to keep schools open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 9, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a complaint that was about to be filed with the San 
Francisco School Board by families trying to get their charter school reinstated.  
The school board voted to shut the school down due to financial problems.  The 
board president said that given the economic situation, having 16-17 teachers 
would not work for only 50 students that wanted to attend school together.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 28, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an effort by parents to counteract state budget cuts in the 
Acalanes Union High School District.  They donated hundreds of dollars each 
toward teachers‟ salaries, and were able to save several classes from drastic 
cuts.  Not everyone contributed, and one parent was furious about the 
contributions because it was a public school. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 29, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject: 

This report explained that officials of an Oakland school were trying to keep a 
tutoring program that had been the victim of cutbacks.  In the past, the program 
was instrumental in helping struggling students make it to college.  The peer 
tutoring program paid seniors $8 per hour to tutor other students.  The school‟s 
alumni association stepped in to raise money for the program after the state cut 
funding.  

   

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 8, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:06 

Subject:  

This report discussed why the State Board of Education was considering a 
postponement of the controversial statewide high school exam.  This high school 
graduation requirement was supposed to begin with the class of 2004.  Studies 
showed that thousands of students were not able to pass the test.  Critics said 
there was nothing to help students prepare.  But the governor insisted that the 
exam was a powerful motivator for students and teachers. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 10, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:   

This report reviewed why students and teachers at an Oakland high school were 
upset about overcrowded classes and the loss of a popular principal.  The state 
administrator continued to cut down on expenses in the financially troubled 
school district.  Some people believed the cuts were too deep since there weren‟t 
enough teachers, and the education program was feeling the impacted.  The 
state administrator said he had never made cuts related to teachers in 
classrooms. 



HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time:  August 4, 2003 (11:00–11:35PM)  

Length: 1:28  

Subject:  

This report reviewed new guidelines for monitoring childhood obesity by the 
National Academy of Pediatrics.  They said doctors needed to more closely track 
excess body weight in children in an effort to combat obesity.  Nutritionists 
suggested that children only eat enough calories that their bodies need.  Doctors 
at a local children‟s hospital were about to offer stomach-reducing surgery for 
obese teenagers that were facing a life of diabetes and heart problems. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 9, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:22 

Subject:     

This report offered a simple quiz to help people determine if they were at risk for 
glaucoma.  It was the leading cause of blindness in America, but people with the 
disease showed no symptoms until the start of vision damage.  That is why 
about 1.5 million people nationally had glaucoma and didn‟t know it.  Damage 
from the disease was irreversible, but early diagnosis was critical in stopping it.  
Viewers were urged to get a glaucoma test especially those at high risk. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 9, 2003 (5:00–5:30PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:     

This report discussed a potential medical breakthrough in the prevention of HIV 
infections in women.  Researchers at Stanford used an engineered strain of 
bacteria that attacked the HIV virus.  The method involved harnessing layers of 
healthy bacteria to bind and activate viruses before infection occurred.  Human 
testing was expected to begin in about three years.  



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: September 1, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:    

This report discussed the problem of depression among the elderly.  With a 
suicide rate six times higher than other age groups, doctors stressed the 
importance of quick treatment.  Many anti-depressants took longer to work for 
senior citizens.  Anti-depressants seemed to work when doctors combined them 
with low doses of Ritalin, a drug used to treat hyperactive children. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: July 21, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:26 

Subject:    

This report profiled some of the original patients, doctors and volunteers of Ward 
5A at San Francisco General Hospital, the city‟s first AIDS ward.  Twenty years 
later, S.F. General was considered one of the top hospitals for AIDS care in the 
nation. A former patient expressed his gratitude to the staff.  He never expected 
to be so healthy.  An original volunteer of 18 years talked about losing friends. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: July 15, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:    

This report reviewed new medical research to help patients suffering from 
schizophrenia.  Several new drugs showed real promise in the treatment of the 
disease, but doctors said medication alone was not the answer. They believed it 
was also a combination of therapies.  This included a team approach of 
rehabilitation & education, sobriety, and very importantly, support of family. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: August 18, 2003 (4:30-5:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a medical study that disputed the belief that marijuana 
smoking could harm the immune system of people with HIV.  Patients in the 
study that took anti-HIV medication and also smoked marijuana saw no change 
in their health.  The study found that marijuana did not interfere with the 
effectiveness of prescription drugs.  This research opened the door to other 
studies on how medical marijuana could help patients cope with diseases. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: August 26, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a new way of administering chemotherapy to breast cancer 
patients that greatly improved the chances of survival.  A typical chemotherapy 
schedule was once every three weeks, but by treating every two weeks survival 
rates were boosted 31%.  Doctors believed that a shortened interval increased 
the kill rate of tumor cells and the chance of a cure in patients without advanced 
cancer.   

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the third quarter of 2003, there were over 350 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
health.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: Alameda Alliance For Health, ALS 
Association, American Academy of Dermatology, American Heart Association, 
American Lung Association, American Foundation For AIDS Research, American 
Diabetes Foundation, California Department of Health Services, John Muir Mt. 
Diablo Health System, Medic Alert Foundation, National Alliance of Breast Cancer 
Organizations, National Mental Health Association, National Osteoporosis 
Foundation, Wellness Community, Susan G. Komen Foundation, Over 60 Health 
Center, and U.S. Centers For Disease Control & Prevention. 

 

 

 



 

CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:21 

Subject:    

This report discussed how a beautification effort started by two neighbors turned 
into a block garden.  Crime was rampant and streets were gritty in the Bay 
View/Hunter‟s Point district.  Tired with the way things were, they started a 
planting project along the street median that got neighbors and even the city 
involved.  The result was a decline in crime and vandalism, but more importantly, 
the garden became a link to the entire community. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:    

This report discussed how officials in Oakland were looking for ways to 
implement and pay for a violence prevention plan passed by the city council.  
The plan involved a focus on youth, drug & alcohol programs, domestic violence, 
sexual assault, access to illegal weapons, and working with the community. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:10 

Subject:    

This report compared Oakland‟s 2003 year-to-date murder rate with the 2002 
rate.  113 people were murdered in 2002, but after only seven months of 2003, 
67 people had been killed.  Police officers said it was a citizen concern when 
there are no officers to respond to calls.  Residents in the Fruitvale area 
demonstrated for more police officers to contain violent street crime.  The police 
department was not hiring, but some officers were reassigned to patrol duty. 

 

 

 



(Crime & Law Enforcement Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 20, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:  

This report discussed an audit of the state justice department‟s database that 
found thousands of errors about the status of convicted sex offenders.  
Hundreds of sex offenders had been reported as released from jail, but in fact 
were still in custody.  The audit also found that the “Megan‟s Law” database was 
full of errors and inconsistencies about the actual residences of thousands of sex 
offenders. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:  

This report discussed the new reward program offered by the City of Oakland to 
help fight the escalating crime wave.  After the 93

rd
 homicide of the year, city 

officials decided it was time to pay for information about murder suspects.  Under 
the new program, the city could pay upwards of $10,000 for information leading 
to an arrest and conviction in murder cases.  Some residents said they were 
scared, and didn‟t think the reward was enough to make people step forward. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report covered the memorial for a young Sikh-American cab driver that was 
murdered by one of two passengers he was driving home.  One suspect was 
arrested and charged in the murder police said occurred during a robbery.  But 
members of the Sikh community said the murder should be investigated as a 
hate crime.  They believed it was the driver‟s symbolic dress and appearance of 
the Sikh religion that cost him his life and threatened the safety of others.     

 

 

  



(Crime & Law Enforcement Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 11, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:41 

Subject:   

This report covered the 41
st
 International Association of Women Police 

Conference held in San Francisco.  Women made up 12% of the nation‟s police 
force, but only a fraction were in the higher ranks.  The conference attracted 
officers from all over the world.  It offered training and education for law 
enforcement professionals that hoped more women would break through the 
glass ceiling. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 29, 2003 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 1:20 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the problem of identity theft as told by someone who 
experienced the crime.  She explained that the U.S. Secret Service was sharing its 
experience in investigating ID theft with other law enforcement agencies new to it.  
They created a video designed to help local law enforcement identify machinery 
and counterfeiting documents, and how to get help with an investigation.  
  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 18, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:   

This report discussed the Oakland Police Department„s new “Operation Impact” 
program.  More than 40 CHP and officers from the county sheriff‟s dept. would 
assist for three weekends to help strengthen patrols.  This would help relieve 
Oakland officers and detectives to work on “big picture” problems like unsolved 
murders and escalating street violence. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EMPLOYMENT & ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 12, 2003 (5:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the San Jose mayor‟s plan to make city business friendly. 
With unemployment at nearly 10%, and city revenues at an all-time low, he 
planned to ask the city council for an 18-month moratorium on all new 
regulations related to business.  He also was expected to ask the city council for 
tax cuts and other incentives for businesses. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report discussed predictions by economists that the Bay Area would lose 
nearly 43,000 jobs in 2003, while Los Angeles would see gains.  This showed 
that the state was no longer just one economy.  There was concern over the 
state‟s inability to solve the budget crisis, and that it would prolong the slump.  
Economists were also concerned about small businesses due to soaring medical 
costs and sharply higher worker‟s compensation insurance rates.   

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 21, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how Silicon Valley had lost more than 200,000 jobs in two 
years.  That equaled more than the rest of the state combined.  Nearly 10% of 
Santa Clara County residents were unemployed.  San Jose City officials started 
a weeklong forum to find ways to revive Silicon Valley‟s economy.  One 
economic expert said the area should focus more on biotechnology and other 
growth areas.  Although small, there were some signs of recovery as 
unemployed workers began to get calls for job interviews.  

 

 



(Employment & Economic Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 23, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report recapped why economists and analysts believed it would take seven 
years before Silicon Valley replaced the 200,000 jobs lost in the previous three 
years.  They believed companies would be slow to hire since they would wait for 
sales growth.  High tech orders were expected to increase in the following year 
when companies made cyclical computer equipment replacement purchases. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 1, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:     

This report discussed that labor unions faced many challenges including 
unemployment and rising healthcare costs.  The total number of union workers 
nationwide had fallen from 20% to 13% over twenty years.  An AFL-CIO 
representative explained that most jobs went to China and Mexico.  A union 
official believed there had been a huge assault against working people and their 
unions. He said corporations had spent hundreds of millions of dollars to try to 
defeat labor.  A company CEO disputed that opinion saying all had shared in the 
sacrifices necessary to restructure costs. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:     

This report announced that the nation‟s leading retailers predicted holiday sales 
would bounce back in 2003 after hitting a thirty year low.  This was based in part 
on an improved job market, but opinions about that were mixed among jobless 
people interviewed at a job fair.  One retailer that attended was interviewing for 
holiday employees, but would only hire conservatively until things turned around. 

 

 

 



(Employment & Economic Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 2003 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:     

This report discussed reasons why two million people had moved out of 
California since the mid 1990‟s.  Some believed it was because people were fed 
up with the high cost of housing, worsening traffic, and the lack of jobs.  Studies 
showed that the Bay Area would continue to lose jobs with 43,000 more lost in 
2004.  Others worried about losing highly educated professionals such as 
teachers that could not afford to live where they worked.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 11, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:     

This report explained that while there were some promising signs of an economic 
recovery, there still were some people that had been unemployed from the dot 
com crash.  The job listings in at the California State Employment Development 
Department numbered in the hundreds, while the number of unemployed was in 
the thousands.  But the E.D.D. said there were promising signs such as the 
number of unemployed attending their employment workshops had declined.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: September 16, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:05 

Subject:    

This report looked into a case the FBI called domestic terrorism.  Animal rights 
activists targeted the business and home of a famous San Francisco chef 
because he prepared Foie Gras, or fatty liver from a force-fed duck.  He told the 
media that the ducks were not mistreated, and were “free range.”  But activists 
documented the process inside his facility by videotaping how the ducks were 
handled.  They also documented the mistreatment at a similar farm in New York. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 31, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:06 

Subject:    

This report discussed a criminal investigation by Livermore Police and the county 
district attorney into alleged misuse of funds of the Livermore School District.  
The deputy superintendent was accused of charging expensive meals and other 
items with a school district credit card.  The superintendent said all the meals 
were valid school expenses, and all the purchases were meant for the good of 
the kids.  Parents questioned the educational value of the charges at a time 
when the school district was millions of dollars in the red. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: September 4, 2003 (5:30 – 6:00PM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:    

This report featured an interview with one of three suspects wanted by the FBI in 
the bombing of an Emeryville biotech firm.  This suspect lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
and was surprised to learn the FBI wanted to question her.  Animal rights groups 
focused on the biotech firm because it had used a company in England to test 
products on animals.  They documented severe animal abuses at the lab. 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 7, 2003 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:45 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the controversy over the federal law requiring fair market 
compensation to owners of chickens destroyed by the Newcastle disease task 
force.  This included egg and poultry farmers along with the owner‟s of roosters 
engaged in the illegal activity of cock fighting.  Government officials had been 
hesitant to admit exactly how much had been paid to cock fighters.  The USDA‟s 
database showed non-commercial farmers including cock fighters had received 
more money than legitimate farmers did for far fewer birds.      

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 28, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:37 

Subject:   

This report profiled an Oakland clothing designer that started a fashion academy 
in an effort to motivate youngsters.  Funded largely with her own money, she 
decided to use fashion as a tool to give teenagers some alternatives to just 
hanging out after school.  The young designers also learned the business side of 
the fashion industry, and were supported by a staff of community volunteers.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 15, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:20 

Subject:   

This report showed viewers how to avoid a rare and bizarre type of house fire 
that often was misidentified by investigators.  A viewer called to share the story 
about a strange house fire experienced by her daughter.  After wiping up an olive 
oil spill with a rag, she washed and dried it with other laundry.  The laundry then 
caught on fire through spontaneous combustion and destroyed her house.   

 

 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 12, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:18 

Subject:   

This report provided background into the financial problems at the Hayward 
Unified School District.  The district was under investigation by the FBI and the 
Hayward Police for alleged fraud and misappropriation of funds.  The state 
recommended that the county reject the school district‟s budget and assign a fiscal 
advisor, or otherwise risk state intervention.  

 

ASSIGNMENT 7 (Local)  

Date/Time: August 2, 2003 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 2:26 

Subject:   

This was a follow-up to a report from the previous year about the dilapidated 
condition of San Francisco Fire Department pumping station #2.  The chief 
engineer at the site had let the station fall into disrepair, and was fired after a 
thorough departmental investigation.  The employee that originally reported the 
problem was laid off.  SFFD officials said the layoff was purely a budgetary 
decision, and in no way retaliatory. 


