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During the fourth quarter of 2004, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM / 5:30-6:00PM 

   Tuesday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30 / 7:30-8:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00 / 9:00-9:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30 / 5:00-5:30 / 4:30-5:00PM 

  



During the fourth quarter of 2003, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7- Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchor Cheryl Jennings hosted this program that 
aired Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND- News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Cheryl Jennings hosted, and it aired Saturdays 
from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The volunteer office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This encore program was part of a series of 
specials produced to celebrate the ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  This special 
saluted the achievements of four outstanding Bay Area Hispanic Americans.  It 
aired on Sunday, October 5

th
 from 5:00-5:30pm, and repeated on Sunday, 

October 12
th

 from 4:00-4:30pm. 
 
ABC 7 AUTO SHOW PREVIEW: This program reviewed the latest auto trends 
and highlights from the historic San Francisco Auto Show.  From hybrid cars to 
new family vans, viewers saw the best the auto world would offer in 2004.  This 
show aired on Saturday, November 22

nd
 from 7:00-8:00pm. 

 
 

 

 

  

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2003, KGO-TV ran a total of 1,725 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
KGO-TV Hispanic American Heritage Salutes, Ad Council, Battered Women’s 
Alternatives, Environmental Defense Fund, California Preservation Association, 
American Red Cross, Guide Dogs For The Blind, Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services, Film Arts Foundation, San Francisco Police Department, 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Over 60 Health Center, Pedestrian Safety, 
USDA, US Centers For Disease Control & Prevention, U.S.O., Way To 
Happiness Foundation, and Worldvision American Families Assistance. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through our efforts we’ve 
determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

    Youth Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Healthcare & Medical Issues 

    Traffic & Transportation Issues 

    Economic Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 31, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:54 

Subject:  

This report reviewed “Destiny,” a successful east bay youth program that taught 
non-violence skills.  Instructors used martial arts, theatre, and dance to teach 
young people coping skills that didn’t require violence.  More than 150 
participants, some as young as three years old, were enrolled in the 15 year old 
program.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 7, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:  

This report covered a shooting on a crowded San Francisco bus that resulted in 
the death of a popular teenage boy.  A fight between two Balboa High School 
students escalated when one pulled a gun and fired at the other missing and 
killing a fellow student.  The victim had always shunned violence and frequented 
a teen center that was a refuge from the housing project where he lived. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 29, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:14 

Subject:  

This report discussed Assemblyman Leland Yee’s intention to create a law to 
restrict the sale of violent video games to minors.  He cited medical evidence that 
proved there was a direct correlation between the games and increasing teen 
violence.  Some parents agreed that something needed to be done. 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 2, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:31 

Subject:   

This report examined “Youth Alive”, a non-profit agency that operated violence 
prevention programs to keep youth living safely.  The first, “Caught in the 
Crossfire”, was a program that helped to provide youth with a change in living 
conditions.  “Teens On Target” was designed to reach young people at the middle 
school level before they became victims of violence.    
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:   

This report showed how the efforts of local high school students resurrected an 
East Bay crisis center for needy families.  A previous KGO-TV news report about 
the students generated much community and corporate interest in the center.  The 
center was serving over 4000 people in the community with more on an ever-
growing waiting list. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 2003 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an internet safety computer game called “Missing.” It was 
used to educate and prepare children for dangerous encounters on-line.  The 
game offered a safe environment for young players to explore real world situations, 
make their own decisions, and learn through their own mistakes.  Entertainment 
software association grants would help parents, kids and law enforcement protect 
against online predators.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 3:07 

Subject:  

This report discussed why three eighth graders started a petition to stop an anti-
abortion protester from displaying graphic images of aborted fetuses on his parked 
truck.  More than 1000 Belmont residents signed the petition demanding the man 
not be allowed to display the pictures.  But he also received a lot of support from 
people who agreed with his message.  While some city officials praised the 
students’ efforts, they reminded them that free speech was a constitutional right.     
 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: December 14, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

This half-hour program featured three organizations that were dedicated to 
helping at-risk youth: The Gay Straight Alliance Network worked to diminish 
discrimination and violence against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
teens.  “Each One Reach One” supported young boys faced by gangs, drugs 
and incarceration.  “The Center For Young Women’s Development” worked at 
getting young women off the streets and into paying jobs or college. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 7, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:26 

Subject:   

This report reviewed “Best Buddies,” a peer buddy program dedicated to 
enhancing the lives of young people with developmental disabilities.  Intellectually 
challenged students were paired with “buddy” students to work on school projects 
twice weekly, and to just spend time together like everyday pals.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
(Youth Issues cont.) 
 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2003, there were over 400 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
youth.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: America’s Promise, Boys Hope 
Girls Hope, Boys Town National Hotline, Brave Kids, California Conservation 
Corps, Center For Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Children Now, Connect For Kids, 
DARE, Girl Scouts, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, March of Dimes, National 
Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for a Drug-Free California/America, San 
Francisco Healthy Kids Program, Society for Adolescent Medicine, and Youth 
AIDS.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:    

This report discussed why the academic kindergarten environment could be a 
problem for some boys.  A Harvard Medical School scientist explained that fine 
motor skills for boys such as reading or holding a pencil are not as developed as 
girls by age five.  This could mean that some boys risk being misdiagnosed with 
attention deficit disorder.  One San Francisco preschool had a transitional 
kindergarten for kids not ready to make the leap into kindergarten. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 3, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:    

This report showed how parents in the Novato School District were producing a 
concert to raise money for their schools.  When school districts were hit hard by 
budget cuts earlier in the year, they raised $450,000 to keep teachers from 
getting laid off.  But this time some of the parents that were music celebrities 
were asked to play at a fundraiser concert that included The Elvin Bishop Band 
and Quicksilver.  Organizers expected to raise nearly $100,000 to help close the 
$3 million dollar budget deficit. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 9, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:26 

Subject:    

This report covered the reopening celebration of San Jose’s Horace Mann 
Elementary School that was badly damaged in the quake of ’89.  The new school 
offered computers in every classroom, and plenty of space and desks for 
students.  The $30 million dollar school was built through a unique partnership 
between the city redevelopment agency and the school district.  

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 10, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how a high school history teacher in San Jose creatively 
supplied his classroom with badly needed copy paper.  He wasn’t able to 
photocopy lessons or exams for his students due to funding shortages.  So he 
offered them extra credit for donating copy paper to the class.  Students that 
couldn’t afford it were offered extra credit for helping in the classroom.  But not 
all teachers approved, saying there wasn’t really anything academic about it.        

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 25, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 4:49 

Subject:   

This report discussed an accusation by a former human resources coordinator in 
the Oakland School District.  She claimed that teachers were hired from the 
Philippines, and then fired after just a few months on the job as part of a 
moneymaking scheme.  Lawyers for the district said they didn’t find any evidence 
of misconduct in the teacher recruitment program. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 26, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:41 

Subject: 

This report profiled an extremely popular and inspirational elementary school 
band teacher.  When the school’s music program nearly came to an end due to 
funding problems, parents raised over $100,000 dollars over the summer by 
putting on concerts and selling cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:  

This report showed how two Bay Area school districts were taking very different 
approaches to curbing truancy.  Oakland and San Francisco combined lost 
nearly $30 million from the state based on student attendance.  The Oakland 
School district sent letters warning parents that they could go to court or be fined 
if there kids continued to skip school.  In San Francisco, truancy was slightly 
down due to better tracking, and plans to add truancy officers.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 11, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:29 

Subject:   

This report featured San Francisco’s new school superintendent as she 
discussed the issues facing her, about working with the new mayor and the 
board of supervisors.  One of the most difficult issues that she faced was safety 
in and outside of schools.  The superintendent planned to hear from teachers 
and parents before making any recommendations to the board of supervisors on 
school safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHCARE & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time:  October 28, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM)  

Length: 1:52  

Subject:  

This report discussed that healthcare costs were expected to jump 12% in 2004. 
Insurance experts said that increases could be minimized by planning ahead.  
They suggested calculating out of pocket expenses, drug benefits, and flexible 
spending accounts, or switching to a better plan. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 19th, 2003 (11:00–11:35PM) 

Length: 1:21 

Subject:     

This report discussed that a local foundation would donate $110 million to five 
Bay Area counties to help train nurses.  The severe shortage of registered 
nurses meant that some specialty units in hospitals at times were understaffed 
by 20%.  With a new state law about to mandate a nurse-to-patient ratio, and 
nursing schools not meeting the demand, hospitals were wondering how they 
would comply during the shortage crisis.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 19, 2003 (5:00–5:30PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:     

This report reviewed how the San Mateo County Children’s Health Initiative 
provided healthcare to children of families without health insurance.  Although 
California had some of the leading hospitals in the region, 1.2 million children 
were without insurance.  But Bay Area counties scored better than most of the 
state due to local programs like the one in San Mateo.      



(Healthcare & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 14, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the Supreme Court decision to prohibit the federal 
government from punishing doctors from discussing medical marijuana with 
patients.  Some doctors had been so concerned about discussing its use that 
they would check the “I don’t object” box rather than “I recommend.”  But the 
ruling didn’t protect medical marijuana advocates that defended their right to 
grow it under proposition 215.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 5, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:02 

Subject:    

This report covered a protest in San Francisco over a law signed by the 
president that banned late term partial birth abortions.  Protestors argued that 
such procedures were usually done for medical reasons.  The law made no 
exception to allow the procedure for a woman’s health.  An Abortion opponent 
disagreed saying “it’s a heartbeat.”   Lawyers for Planned Parenthood were 
expected to ask a federal judge to issue a restraining order against the law.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 26, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the ordeal of a South Bay family without medical insurance. 
They were facing foreclosure on their home due to unpaid medical bills for a 
sibling that died from diabetic complications.  The census bureau reported that 
the fastest growing group of uninsured people was middle to upper income 
adults.  This was particularly evident in Silicon Valley where many people were 
out of work for the first time.   

 

 

 



(Healthcare & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 26, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:    

This report covered the controversy over whether grocers and other businesses 
should be forced to offer employees health benefits, and who should pay for it.  
The state chamber of commerce backed a petition drive to overturn SB-2, the 
law that required employers with over 200 employees to provide health 
insurance, or pay into a government fund.  If reversed, non-union companies 
would save greatly, and could undercut union grocery chains with lower prices.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 28, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:41 

Subject:    

This report profiled the volunteers of San Francisco’s Ronald Mc Donald House. 
This was one of over 200 around the world that provided a temporary home for 
families with seriously ill children.  A doctor at UCSF reflected on how families 
would sleep in their cars or in the hospital hallways before the house opened 14 
years earlier. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 25, 2003 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: 1:14 

Subject:    

This report followed the controversial Medicare reform legislation that was under 
final debate in the U.S. Senate.  The 400 billion dollar package included the 
biggest changes to the Medicare system since its creation in 1965.  The 
legislation offered a prescription drug benefit, subsidies for businesses struggling 
to provide care for retirees, and potential profits for the healthcare industry.  

 

  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
(Healthcare & Medical Issues cont.) 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2003, there were over 400 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
health.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: Alameda Alliance For Health, 
Alcohol & Drug Treatment Referral Line, ALS Association, American Academy of 
Dermatology, American Heart Association, American Diabetes Foundation, 
California Department of Health Services, John Muir Mt. Diablo Health System, 
Medic Alert Foundation, National Alliance of Breast Cancer Organizations, 
National Mental Health Association, Wellness Community, Over 60 Health Center, 
U.S. Centers For Disease Control & Prevention, and World No Tobacco Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRAFFIC/TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the new transit village project built around Oakland’s 
Fruitvale BART Station.  The concept of people living near public transit and 
shopping to reduce their need for cars was becoming increasingly popular.  The 
ten-year, 100 million dollar project was a collaboration of public, private, and 
non-profit developers.  Affordable housing transit villages were in development at 
four other BART stations in the East Bay.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 9, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report discussed the newly built replacement span of the Carquinez Bridge, 
on Interstate 80, 25 miles northeast of San Francisco.  This was the first new 
suspension bridge in the Bay Area since the Golden Gate Bridge opened in 
1937.  Wet weather forced a delay in the painting of road stripes that caused a 
delay in opening the bridge to auto traffic.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 16, 2003 (6:00-6:30PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:    

This report discussed the problem of traffic in Marin County.  Local planners 
knew they had to do something about the congestion, but also realized they had 
to strike a balance between nature and those who enjoyed it.  Residents of 
popular tourist spots said they faced wall-to-wall cars on holiday weekends in the 
summer. With more than one million people visiting Muir Woods every year, 
planners wanted more public feedback about their ideas.     

 

 

 



(Traffic/Transportation Issues cont.) 

 

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local) 

Date/Time: November 22, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:  

This report examined the controversy and the politics over replacing Doyle Drive, 
the dangerous and decaying southern approach to the Golden Gate Bridge.  
Experts had long ridiculed the illogical design of the road, demanding elimination 
of its hairpin exits and yellow dividers.  More than 600 crashes and five fatalities 
occurred on Doyle Drive in the previous ten years.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject:  

This report announced the opening of the final segment of a 17-mile carpool lane 
on eastbound interstate 80.  The 1.3-mile project widened Interstate 80 between 
the Bay Bridge and Emeryville’s Powell Street off ramp.  Caltrans said it would 
shave 15 minutes off the commute to San Francisco when using the carpool 
lane.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 30, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:  

This report covered the Oakland Police and CHP joint crackdown on crime called 
“Operation Impact.”  One focus of the operation was to prevent illegal “sideshow” 
driving, or “spinning donuts” that caused several accidents and serious injuries.  
Oakland residents were tired of the aggressive driving that usually occurred 
every weekend.  Officers discussed how some of their traffic stops had 
prevented more serious crimes. 

 

 

  

 



(Traffic/Transportation Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 16, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:   

This report recapped a San Francisco Muni Bus accident that resulted in 17 
injuries and one critical case.  A Muni spokesperson said the bus driver was 
hired in August, and trained for seven weeks before he began driving.  A 
computer search of the driver found a person with the same name had been 
enrolled in a drug rehab program two years before.  Substance testing was 
mandatory after all accidents under federal law, but investigators were still 
looking for a mechanical cause. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 11, 2003 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 1:11 

Subject:   

This report covered the nightmarish start for commuters on the new Carquinez 
Bridge.  The long-awaited opening of the bridge happened on time, but nobody 
expected to hit long delays for most of the morning.  This was because only one 
lane was open instead of three because of unfinished construction on the 
approach.  Bridge commuters discussed their frustration with the situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:   

This report looked at the constant challenge of obtaining donations that 
confronted food banks and other agencies.  Nearly one quarter of a million 
people were expected to seek help from the food bank serving Santa Clara and 
San Mateo Counties.  Although Silicon Valley companies and KGO Radio were 
striving to meet the previous year’s totals, donations were off to a slow start.  In a 
slow economy it was harder for people to give as much as in the past. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 25, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:    

This report discussed the results of an “ABC 7 Listens” poll that showed many 
people in the Bay Area rated the economy as “poor.”  They believed the Bay 
Area would lag behind the rest of the nation, and one-half were concerned about 
losing their jobs.  One in ten participants in the poll were unemployed.  Many 
people said they had faced the frustration of constant rejection in searching for 
work. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 10, 2003 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:    

This report explained that Hispanic activists intended to show Governor 
Schwarzenegger, through an economic boycott, just how important illegal 
immigrants were to the state’s economy.  They planned a march through San 
Jose to protest the repeal of SB 60, the law that would have allowed illegal aliens 
to apply for driver’s licenses.  Supporters said allowing licenses would make the 
roads safer.  Critics opposed allowing a population that already broke the law 
from having any more privileges. 

 

 



 

(Economic Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 19, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:   

This report discussed why the economy in Silicon Valley might “sputter” a little 
longer than other sectors of the Bay Area.  This was due mainly to the huge loss 
of high-tech jobs.  An economic development team was assembled to actively 
attract companies with high paying jobs to the Bay Area.  One example was their 
effort to bring a major airline to San Mateo County.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 11, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:27 

Subject:     

This report reviewed the local impact of the Dow Jones rising above the 10,000 
mark for the first time in over 18 months.  Analysts said an increase in retail 
sales indicated the economy was in the early stages of recovery.  Many people 
were optimistic about the economy, but others wanted to see an increase in 
employment before they would say things looked better.   

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:37 

Subject:     

This report profiled a unique program in the South Bay that gave seniors an 
opportunity to lower their housing costs.   With the cost of housing in the Bay 
Area notoriously high, “Project Match” lowered the cost by placing seniors with 
their peers in the same housing.  Seniors were able to share expenses, and 
each other’s company.  

 

 

 

 



 

(Employment & Economic Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 8, 2003 (5:30-6:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:     

This report discussed the concern by local city and county leaders over the 
repeal of the state vehicle license fee, and the pending loss of funding.  Budget 
problems had already forced the City of Oakland to layoff over 200 workers, and 
even shut down city hall one day each month.  In Alameda County, police, fire, 
and public safety services were also in jeopardy.  Administrators didn’t know 
whether funding would be replaced.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 22, 2003 (5:30-6:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:     

This report discussed the economic impact on San Francisco merchants and 
consumers after losing one full day of sales to a weekend power outage.  Losses 
were expected to reach into the millions of dollars since the blackout occurred 
during peak holiday shopping.  PG&E was preparing for claims after 120,000 
customers lost power on the previous Saturday night and most of Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 20, 2003 (5:30 – 6:00PM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:    

This report discussed how the Canadian law to allow same-sex marriage would 
test the U.S. Marriage Act of 1996.  The U.S. law defined marriage as between a 
man and a woman, but public opinion was split.  It showed the number of people 
that accepted gay marriage was nearly the same as those that opposed it.  Many 
gay & lesbian Californians traveled to Canada seeking a legal marriage.  
President Bush was proposing a law banning same-sex marriage. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 24, 2003 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:    

This report examined the dangers of online gambling, and how one Bay Area 
couple’s addiction resulted in massive credit card debt.  They sued the credit 
card companies that they claimed allowed them to build up debt to near 
bankruptcy. They were hopeful the courts would bail them out of debt.  An expert 
on problem gambling called offshore online betting the most dangerous gambling 
around.  One woman committed suicide after she became so obsessed with 
internet gambling that it destroyed her marriage.         

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 24, 2003 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:01 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the protest of tree-sitting/anti-logging activists that were 
perched in redwood trees scheduled to be cut down.  The lumber company hired 
professional climbers to eject the tree-sitters, and videotaped the process.  One 
protester said the state regulatory agencies had been hijacked by corporate 
timber.  The lumber company said they were committed to the sustainability of 
the environment, and that the tree-sitters were misguided in their mission. 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 2, 2003 (6:00 – 6:30PM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a new program to help homeless people in San Francisco get 
hot meals in restaurants with food stamps.  About twenty restaurants participated 
in the USDA approved program that was the only one of its kind in California.  
More than 6,000 elderly, disabled and homeless San Franciscans qualified for the 
program.  County officials hadn’t received any criticism about the program, and 
were hopeful more people and restaurants would participate. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 15, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:   

This report examined the problem of adult anorexia through a profile of a woman 
who suffered from it for over thirty years.  She wanted to share her story so other 
women with the disease would be motivated to also get help.  A physician 
explained that it was harder for older anorexics to overcome the struggle.  Special 
group therapy sessions for people with eating disorders were available at the 
Women’s Health Resource Center in San Francisco. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: December 12, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 3:06 

Subject:   

This report explained how East Palo Alto reversed double-digit homicide rates by 
implementing a program that received praise from the state.  In the early 1990’s, 
much of East Palo Alto was plagued by shootouts among drug dealers fighting 
over territory.  The city doubled its police presence with help from other agencies.  
Churches organized citizen activists who helped close crack houses.  City officials 
worked on attracting businesses, and jobs to provide alternatives for young 
people. 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 18, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:04 

Subject:   

This report reflected on San Francisco’s People’s Temple during the 25
th

 
anniversary of the tragic mass murder-suicide.  Cult founder Jim Jones attracted 
thousands to his church in the 1970’s.  Many followers signed over property and 
social security checks to him.  When negative news reports surfaced about his 
church, Jones moved his group to Guyana, South America to build Jonestown.  
But relatives in the Bay Area became anxious when Jonestown defectors reported 
illegal activities and people held against their will.  Congressman Leo Ryan and 
staff went to Jonestown with reporters for a firsthand look. The next day a group of 
temple followers opened fire on the visitors killing Ryan, a temple defector, and 
three reporters.  At Jonestown, over 900 followers died when Jones ordered them 
to drink cyanide punch, inject their children, and shoot others. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 27, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:53 

Subject:   

This report marked the 25
th

 anniversary of the murders of San Francisco Mayor 
George Moscone and Harvey Milk, the city’s first openly gay supervisor.  The 
crimes outraged the community, and ignited a gay rights revolution in the Bay Area 
and around the nation.  Cash-strapped supervisor Dan White resigned, but several 
days later went to city hall to ask the mayor for his job back.  White shot and killed 
Moscone and Milk after the mayor refused to re-appoint the conservative 
supervisor.  The gay community was outraged when White received a light prison 
sentence, and stormed city hall in what became known as the “White Night Riots.” 
   

 


