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During the second quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30 / 4:30-5:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30 / 4:30-5:00PM 

  



During the second quarter of 2003, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7- Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchor Cheryl Jennings hosted this program that 
aired Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND- News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Cheryl Jennings hosted, and it aired Saturdays 
from 5:30-6:00pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The office staff of volunteers answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the second quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
   
CLASSIC CARS, CLASSIC CALIFORNIA- This special told the story of the 13

th
 

annual California Mille.  World-class cars built from 1927 to 1957 were featured 
in this 1,000-mile road rally through some of California’s most beautiful and 
historic countryside.  This program aired on Saturday, April 26

th
 from 7:00-

7:30pm, with encores on Sunday, April 27
th

 from 3:07-3:37pm, Saturday, May 3
rd

 
from 5:00-5:30pm, and Sunday, May 4

th
 from 4:30-5:00pm.  

 

MOTORSPORTS: START TO FINISH- This program was part of a series of 
specials produced to examine all aspects of motor sports including NASCAR, 
drag racing, and motorcycles.   
 
Episode #1 profiled two brothers from the Bay Area that were top contenders for 
the “AMA Superbike Race.”  Plus a close-up about the latest technology used to 
make racing safer.  This program aired on Saturday, April 26

th
 from 7:30-8:00pm, 

and an encore on Sunday, April 27
th

 from 3:37-4:37pm. 
 
Episode #2 continued with a preview of upcoming events at the Bay Area’s 
“Infineon Raceway,” and returned to the racetrack for a lesson in defensive 
driving.  This program aired on Saturday, June 14

th
 from 7:30-8:00pm, and an 

encore on Sunday, June 15
th

 from 3:00-3:30pm. 
 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES WITH PETER JENNINGS- This special provided 
viewers with an opportunity to question ABC’s Peter Jennings and a panel of 
area media representatives about their coverage of The War In Iraq.  For over 35 
years, Peter Jennings covered many of the pivotal events that shaped our 
history.  ABC 7 News personalities along with invited guests participated in this 
discussion before a live studio audience.  This program aired on Saturday, May 
24th from 7:00-8:00pm, and was repeated on Sunday, May 25

th
 from 2:30-

3:30pm. 

 

  

 

 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the second quarter of 2003, KGO-TV ran a total of 1,567 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
KGO-TV Asian American Heritage Salutes, KGO-TV produced San Francisco 
Asian Museum, Ad Council, Association of Fundraisers & Direct Sellers, 
American Red Cross, ALS Association, Families of Freedom Fund, Salvation 
Army, U.S. Navy, USDA, U.S. CDC, Film Arts Foundation, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Employer Support of the Guard & Reserve, California State 
Parks Foundation, and the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services.   

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through our efforts we’ve 
determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

    Youth Issues 

    Employment Issues 

    Health & Medical Issues 

    Economic/Cost of Living Issues 

    Senior Citizens’ Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 19, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report covered the first anniversary of the youth center at Oakland’s Skyline 
High School.  The center provided students with help resolving conflicts, tutoring, 
mental health counseling, and assistance in applying for college scholarships.  
Administrators and students had just learned that the program would not be cut 
despite the worst budget crisis in state history.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 9, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:04 

Subject:  

This report covered a talent search contest organized by Oakland’s school run 
educational cable television channel.  Similar to a popular network TV program, 
young contestants competed for a chance to perform in their own music video as 
the next “Oakland Idol.”  The students mostly performed their own original work 
before music industry judges to determine the finalists. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 29, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report discussed a new report that found car crashes were the leading 
cause of death for fifteen to twenty year olds.  It found that lack of experience, 
not wearing seatbelts; inattention and alcohol were all major contributing factors. 
 A young man who survived a serious head injury discussed the pilot program he 
created to help educate teens about safe driving. 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: June 15, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:   

This entire program reviewed what at-risk young people were doing to change their 
lives and the world.  The “Gay Straight Alliance Network” was a youth-led 
organization that worked with youth to fight oppression.  The “Each One Reach 
One” organization was dedicated to helping young boys from low-income areas 
that faced gang activity, drugs or incarceration.  “The Center For Young Women’s 
Development” worked to get young women off the streets and away from habits 
that sent them to juvenile hall. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 6, 2003 (4:30-5:00PM) 

Length: 1:09 

Subject:   

This report profiled an original stage play by the student theatre group at Marin’s 
Tam High.  Students researched the reaction in Marin County to the story about 
John Walker Lindh, also known as the “American Taliban.”  They decided to 
document their research by writing and producing a stage play about the infamous 
Marin County native.  The performers crafted the dialogue directly from comments 
made by county residents they interviewed.  
 
SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: April 20, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 15:00 

Subject:   

Segment #2 of this program discussed the problem of child abuse.  The San 
Francisco Child Abuse Center offered a 24-hour “talk line support center.”  It also 
ran an awareness program that taught children how to protect and take care of 
themselves more effectively.  The program reached over 12,000 children in the 
Bay Area, and worked with forty private and public schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
  
SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: May 11, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:   

Segment #1 of this program discussed how the death of a woman caused by a 
drunk driver motivated high school students to produce a video about her life.  
Ironically, she had worked with youth promoting alcohol awareness through the 
“Every Fifteen Minutes” program in Antioch.  The students’ video was designed 
to educate teens and young adults about the risks and consequences of driving 
under the influence of alcohol and other drugs.  It was distributed to schools and 
youth advocacy groups throughout California. 

Segment #2 of this program profiled the “Teen Pregnancy Prevention Project,” 
and discussed how the teen pregnancy rate in California had been steadily 
decreasing.  The project targeted a diverse mix of over 7,000 predominantly 
African American and Latino families throughout the city of Richmond.  They 
offered outreach, peer education, and adult dialogue nights. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 9, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject:  

This report discussed how parents were finding new ways to protect their children 
after school.  The mother of an abducted child stressed to all mothers not to let 
their children walk home alone regardless of how safe the area might be.  
Depending on the neighborhood, local child development experts suggested that 
twelve was a good age for a child to start walking home from school.  Many 
children didn’t go home from school alone or attend formal after school programs.  
Some parents wouldn’t let their children navigate by themselves, while many 
parents were using cell phones to keep track of their kids. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 11, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:   

This report profiled the “Top The Cops” program at Sonoma’s Infineon Raceway.  
Hundreds of young people gathered at the track to race each other and police.  It 
what was called “the country’s largest legal drag race.”  The CHP said that the 
release of a racing movie had skewed the safety habits of far too many local 
drivers.  The weekly racing program was targeted to young drivers, and designed 
to communicate the importance of keeping speed in check.  One high school 
senior that attended each week said he was a true believer in watching his speed. 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the second quarter of 2003, there were over 450 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
youth.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: America’s Promise, Andrew’s 
Buddies, Boys 2000 & Beyond, Boys Hope Girls Hope, Boys Town National 
Hotline, Brave Kids, Center For Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Children Now, 
Connect For Kids, DARE, Girl Scouts, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, March of 
Dimes, National Fatherhood Initiative, San Francisco Healthy Kids Program, 
Society for Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for Understanding.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 15, 2003 (4:30-5:00PM) 

Length: 1:58 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how some school districts were able to avoid teacher 
layoffs, while many others were forced to issue layoffs due to the state budget 
crisis.  The Sunol Glenn District was able to avoid teacher layoffs because it had 
been less generous in the past when giving raises.  A projected increase in fall 
enrollment was also a big factor since forty new students would translate to an 
extra $200,000 in state funds.  Enrollment was flat in San Francisco schools 
where 271 teachers were expecting layoff.  The governor said education cuts 
wouldn’t be deep as first proposed. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 7, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:17 

Subject:   

This report discussed a resolution by the West Contra Costa School District to 
increase class sizes, and layoff 288 teachers and counselors.  Teachers and 
parents had proposed making the cuts away from the classroom.  They argued 
for early retirement, reducing the number of outside consultants, cutting 
administrators salaries, and using part of the districts $12 million reserve.  But 
the board also asked teachers to consider forfeiting their 2% raise in July 2003.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 13, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:   

This report covered an East Bay job fair that attracted hundreds of applicants for 
only 75 positions.  Many candidates had been out of work for one year or more, 
while others expected layoffs.  Several job seekers with backgrounds in high-
tech and education shared their experiences.  It was even more difficult for older 
applicants with years of experience competing with recent college graduates.  
One man found his age to be a detriment, saying employers were looking for 
younger and cheaper candidates. 

 



(Employment Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 25, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:   

This report discussed a labor problem involving union electricians that picketed a 
construction project using non-union workers.  Most of the picketers had been 
out of work for several months.  They wanted the six-week job just to get back on 
track with their bills.  But there was a big difference between union and non-
union pay.  A non-union electrician was paid $30 per hour, but a union electrician 
received $45 per hour.  The non-union workers lived in San Jose, Sacramento 
and Tracy, but the picketing union workers said they lived in San Francisco 
where the cost of living was higher. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 3, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:   

This report profiled the Positive Resource Center, a job source for people living 
with HIV.  It provided support and living wage jobs to clients so they could get 
obtain medical coverage and receive much needed medication.  San Francisco’s 
budget crisis forced cutting $2.1 million dollars in AIDS funding, and the center 
was expected to lose $146,000.  The center’s director was in search of 
alternative funding. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 12, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:41 

Subject:   

This report profiled an Oakland woman who was one of only a few women in 
California to own and operate her own construction company.  She started a 
business “incubator” to bring more women into the trade, and watched it become 
a doorway to a wider range of opportunities.  It became a place for women to 
meet, network, and learn how to start a business.  Clients discussed how the 
organization helped them realize their dreams.  

 



(Employment Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how the San Francisco and Santa Clara County had been 
hard hit by job losses and the weak economy.  The state employment office said 
Santa Clara County lost nearly 150,000 jobs in the previous year.  The Census 
Bureau found that San Francisco was the second worse in the nation with a loss 
of 93,000 jobs and almost 12,000 people.  This caused many people to move far 
away from their homes just to get affordable housing, but endure a lengthy 
commute to work in the Bay Area.  There was concern that companies would be 
next to move out due to the Bay Area’s high business and insurance costs. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:00 

Subject:   

This report covered the reaction to an announcement that executives of an 
airline would receive a retirement and bonus compensation package.  This was 
right after the company asked employees to agree to pay cuts.  Employees were 
reluctant to comment, but labor leaders offered disdain.  The airline defended 
the package saying it was comparable to other airlines in financial trouble.  But 
many similar packages had received severe criticism by the U.S. Congress.  The 
flight attendants association said saving the company from a financial debacle 
had to be a joint effort.  The airline president chose to take a 33% cut in his 
$800,000 salary.  Many employees said other executive pay cuts were needed.   

 



HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time:  May 19, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM)  

Length: 1:36  

Subject:  

This report followed the reaction to the impending closure of two neighborhood 
health clinics in Alameda County. Patients talked directly about how the closures 
would affect them. The county medical center served about 2,400 patients each 
month, but the state crisis forced it to cut $12 million from its budget. Clinic 
supporters planned to make one last appeal at a public hearing on the budget 
cuts.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time:  June 17, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM)  

Length: 1:52  

Subject:  

This report reviewed a survey by the National Institutes of Health that found 
some communities of color wrongly believed that an AIDS vaccine had already 
been developed. 48% of African Americans and 28% of Latinos believed there 
really was a vaccine, but it was being kept a secret.  An HIV physician explained 
that due to the legacy of slavery, and the Tuskegee medical experiments in 
1932, people didn’t believe what was being said.  Doctors believed this mistrust 
toward the healthcare system kept people of color from getting early treatment.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 5, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:15 

Subject:     

This report profiled San Francisco’s state of the art mental health rehabilitation 
Facility.  Patients and staff were worried that the city’s budget crisis would force it 
to close.  They rallied to save the 147-bed facility, but the health department 
wanted to convert it into a board and care program to qualify for government 
funding.  The mother of a patient organized a group to fight the closure and 
transfer of patients to facilities outside of San Francisco. 
 



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: May 9, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:41 

Subject:    

This report discussed the economic and healthcare cost implications if SARS 
developed into a major epidemic and spread to the United States.  A medical 
insurance spokesperson said the number of cases had been low enough for 
insurance companies to absorb the financial risk.  Bay Area firms that did 
extensive business in Asia faced the uncertainty of whether they would incur 
major expenses if SARS continued to spread. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: June 16, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report reviewed why half of all doctors in California no longer wanted to 
accept Medi-Cal patients.  This finding was alarming to healthcare advocates 
that said the state budget crisis and a slow economy would make the problem 
worse.  Mainly, the problem was physicians’ compensation since Medi-Cal paid 
about one-third less for the same services as Medicare.  Health clinics along with 
San Francisco General Hospital expected an even larger number of uninsured 
patients.  It was believed that the problem could extend across the healthcare 
system and include nursing homes.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 23, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the issues behind a lawsuit against the federal government 
over medical marijuana.  Plaintiffs from pro-medical marijuana groups were 
joined in the suit by the City of Santa Cruz.  Officials wanted to settle this issue 
that had grown following a voter approved medical marijuana initiative six years 
earlier.  The suit started to build following a federal raid on a medical marijuana 
farm near Santa Cruz.  The U.S. Department of Justice said the distribution of 
marijuana for medical use was illegal, and the DEA wanted to keep it that way.     

 



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 2, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This report profiled an elderly couple that lost medical coverage over a fifty-cent 
payment dispute.  They sought the help of KGO-TV’s “Seven On Your Side” 
consumer unit.  Although they decided to drop their medical coverage, they didn’t 
get a refund from the insurance company for the coverage.  KGO-TV’s consumer 
staff requested a refund from the company for the retirees who were promptly 
paid.  

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: May 4, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:   

This program discussed the critical shortage of organ donors in the United 
States.  More families were encouraging loved ones to become donors.  A local 
radio reporter that donated a kidney to her father shared their story.  A local 
urologist and transplant surgeon discussed the use of pediatric donor kidneys, a 
procedure that he popularized.  The founder of the Asian American Donor 
Program discussed the inspiration behind the organization’s creation.  Viewers 
were provided with contacts and phone numbers for additional information. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the second quarter of 2003, there were nearly 300 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
health.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: ALS Association, American 
Academy of Dermatology, American Heart Association, American Lung 
Association, California Department of Health Services, Medic Alert Foundation, 
National Alliance of Breast Cancer Organizations, National Mental Health 
Association, National Osteoporosis Foundation, Wellness Community, World No 
Tobacco Day, Arthur Ashe Institute, and the Susan G. Komen Foundation. 

 

 

 



ECONOMY / COST OF LIVING ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 6, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:    

This report covered the reaction in Silicon Valley to a stock recovery for Cisco 
Systems.  The company stock beat all Wall Street estimates with a 17% gain 
over the first of the year.  Cisco officials said that it could lead to limited hiring.  
Several unemployed industry workers shared stories and opinions on whether 
Silicon Valley would rebound.  Surveys indicated that there could be 500,000 
new jobs in the valley.  Despite the optimistic forecast, several local companies 
were still operating on the edge, while yet another Internet equipment provider 
announced that it would be moving to the east coast.    

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:    

This report discussed the possible hostile takeover of a Pleasanton software 
company, and its projected affect on the local economy.  The future of over 
35,000 employees was at stake, and there was growing concern by many 
businesses and officials that a takeover would cripple the area economy.  
Uncertainty grew as the intended buyers raised the bid for the Pleasanton firm, 
and indicated they wanted to switch customers over to their products after a 
takeover. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 7, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:    

This report discussed how garbage could be a good indicator of the slump in the 
economy.  An official with the San Francisco Environmental Department said that 
less trash was generated during hard economic times.  Although the city saw a 
9% drop in total waste, city budget deficit auditors were checking garbage cans 
to find ways to cut costs by reducing even more waste.  They found that over 
$500,000 in savings could be realized just by diverting recyclables and compost 
from dumpsters to recycling bins.  



 

(Economy / Cost of Living Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: April 13, 2003 (10:30-11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:   

The second half of this program previewed the 14
th

 annual Conference of 
Professional Businesswomen of California.  The theme, “Taking the Lead: 
Thriving Through Uncertain Times” would offer attendees an opportunity to learn 
from successful women in business and leadership how to face challenges.  The 
agenda also included seminars on financial security strategies, self-esteem, and 
starting a business.  Two studio guests discussed the upcoming conference. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 2, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :57 

Subject:  

This report discussed how Oakland residents might be impacted by severe city 
budget cuts.  The mayor and the city manager outlined a proposed new city 
budget, and projected possible shortfalls of $58 million.  Although no officers 
would be laid off, dozens of police officer positions would not be filled.  Some 
civilian positions would be affected, but not firefighters.  However, fire station #2 
would have to be closed and the fireboat sold.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 28, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:44 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a poll that found confidence in the state economy was at its 
lowest point in a decade.  73% of those surveyed said the state was enduring 
bad economic times, and only 13% believed times were good.  A restaurant 
manager in San Francisco’s Union Square said that only a few years earlier 
there weren’t any empty tables in his place.  An express driver that serviced 
South Bay companies commented that the volume of goods he delivered had 
gone down compared to previous years.  An area economist said the gloomy 
outlook stemmed from moving from an unrealistically high economy to a low.  



 

(Economy / Cost of Living Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 28, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:59 

Subject:   

This report looked at an innovative affordable housing project that made it 
possible for working-class families to become first-time buyers.  A family of six 
that had been living in a cramped San Francisco apartment, qualified to buy one 
of the new town homes planned in the Bay View neighborhood.  A local church 
owned the land where the homes would be built, and building contractors would 
be able to satisfy a required affordable housing law by constructing them. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 29, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:16 

Subject:   

This report recapped the new retail sales fees proposed by the governor and 
democratic legislators to help balance the state budget.  State law required any 
fees collected to go toward specific programs.  Some of the proposed fees 
included:  five cents per alcoholic drink to fund emergency medical care, $1.10 per 
pack of cigarettes to fund tobacco prevention, and 25 cents on diapers to fund 
recycling programs.  Any state tax increases required a two-thirds majority to pass, 
and Republicans vowed not to support tax increases of any kind. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 6, 2003 (4:30-5:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:   

This report asked whether there was room for one more retailer in San Jose 
given the hard economic times?  Silicon Valley’s economic slump had caused 
consumers to be cautious about spending money.  But one San Jose official said 
the city had one of the strongest retail markets in the country for high-end stores. 
The rebuilt section of a specialty retail complex finally had its official opening, ten 
months after it was destroyed in the city’s worst fire.  The developer believed that 
it would still be successful because it offered a series of merchants not found 
anywhere else in the area.



SENIOR CITIZENS’ ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 25, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 2:50 

Subject:    

This report profiled the “Peninsula Volunteers,” a group started in the 1940’s by 
women that decided to do something for the peninsula’s elderly citizens.  They 
purchased a house in Menlo Park called the “Little House” and turned it into an 
activity.  It became a gathering place for seniors, paid for by profits from a thrift 
store and elaborate shows produced by the volunteers.  The original house was 
replaced by a much larger building that could offer a wider range of activities.  
Volunteers provided computers, art classes, companionship, and meals on 
wheels.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 27, 2003 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:16 

Subject:    

This report reviewed findings of a comprehensive memory study by the Women’s 
Health Initiative. It found that taking the hormones estrogen and progestin 
together did not protect elderly women against dementia and memory loss.  A 
university researcher said combination hormone therapy increased an elderly 
woman’s risk of dementia.  She said women in the study taking combined 
hormone therapy were at twice the risk for developing dementia. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 30, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 2:10 

Subject:    

This report discussed the results of a survey by San Francisco’s St Anthony’s 
Dining room, as staff marked the milestone of meal number 30 million.  The 
study showed that more elderly, and more homeless people were using the 
dining room.  The number of homeless seniors served had increased from 6% to 
32% over the last survey eight years earlier.  The executive director said there 
was cause for concern over the disturbing level of hunger, but reason to 
celebrate the ability to provide food.  Private donations had remained steady. 

 



 

(Senior Citizens’ Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 24, 2003 (6:00-6:30PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:     

This report covered the rescue of 140 senior citizens from a burning apartment 
complex in Burlingame.  Many residents couldn’t get down the steep stairwell 
and had to be carried out.  The fire was started by a smoldering cigarette, and 
quickly swept from the third to the fourth floors.  Firefighters helped the elderly 
residents, some that were physically challenged, navigate through the smoke 
and huge flames.  Nine residents were injured, but firefighters said it was 
amazing that more people weren’t seriously injured or even killed.  The landlord 
would have to find temporary housing for 25 seniors during the clean up. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 16, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:     

This report reviewed Alzheimer’s Services of the East Bay, a center that offered 
physical therapy, art classes, and a safe place for patients to spend the day.  
This provided much needed relief for caregivers of Alzheimer’s patients, and also 
provided important support groups.  But cuts in the governor’s revised state 
budget targeted the program.  Without many options for patients, the center 
faced at least a 15% cut in Medi-Cal benefits, its largest revenue source. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 13, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:04 

Subject:     

This report profiled a 97 year-old woman who was about to receive an honorary 
degree and trophy from Richmond High School.  They were in recognition of her 
life experience, and her determination to enroll in the school’s afternoon 
computer class.  Married at twenty with only a fourth grade education, she spent 
most of her childhood picking crops in Oklahoma.  An inspiration to many 
students and teachers, the school gave her a computer to take home and 
practice on.    



 

(Senior Citizens’ Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 22, 2003 (9:00-9:30AM) 

  June 24, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:49, 2:06 

Subject:     

This report reviewed a telephone fraud scheme targeting senior citizens.  In an 
effort to stop telephone fraud, the KGO-TV consumer unit showed video footage 
of a scam unfolding.  The victims, an elderly couple, received a phone call from a 
“Canadian sweepstakes official.”  The caller informed them that they had won 
$100,000, and strangely the amount later jumped to $350,000.  He told them the 
money was theirs once they paid fees and taxes.  By the time police became 
aware of the scam the victims had taken out loans and sent over $11,000 to 
Canada. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 14, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:     

This report discussed a new implant device to help people with macular 
degeneration see better.  There was no cure for this condition that destroyed a 
person’s central vision.  It was the leading cause of blindness for people over the 
age of fifty.  But some doctors were offering a new procedure, a tiny implanted 
telescope that magnified everything up to three times.  The initial reports on this 
procedure looked promising.  It was only one of several new approaches that 
could someday help macular degeneration patients see.   



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: June 8, 2003 (7:00 – 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:    

This report profiled the San Francisco based U.S. Attorney’s office that had built 
an impressive list of successes.  This elite anti-crime unit investigated corporate 
fraud at all levels.  This included accounting fraud in public companies, insider 
trading, commodities fraud, and obstruction of justice cases.  When the Justice 
Department asked them to investigate the possible criminal manipulation of the 
state energy market, they obtained a guilty plea from an Enron trader in only a 
few months. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 30, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:    

This report examined San Francisco’s newly restored Conservatory of Flowers in 
Golden Gate Park.  Enjoyed by generations of Bay Area families, the elegant 
1879 Victorian greenhouse was damaged by 100 mph winds in 1985.  Almost 
eight years and 24 million dollars later, the conservatory was expected to reopen 
in September 2003. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 18, 2003 (9:00 – 10:00AM) 

Length: 2:59 

Subject:    

This report reviewed one of the governor’s proposed budget cuts that would 
mean 15% less funding for libraries.  State libraries had always been free, but 
under the proposal, readers would have to pay to borrow books from a branch 
other than their own.  One teacher said that education cuts had already forced 
her to turn to libraries.  Some people said they would stop using libraries if fees 
were imposed.  Librarians explained that they had already been forced to find 
creative ways to keep their programs running.     



(Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 21, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:49 

Subject:   

This report showed how San Francisco’s Castro District neighborhood formed a 
unique partnership with the city to attract more tourists.  The drop in visitors to the 
city following the 9/11 terrorist attacks continued to take its toll on the local 
economy.  When residents noted that the neighborhood needed to “spruce up,” a 
pilot program was created between the city and merchants to keep the area clean. 
The second phase of the “Renaissance” program was a marketing and publicity 
campaign designed to bring the Castro back as a tourist destination.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 16, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:58 

Subject:   

This report discussed the issue of gays, lesbians and bisexuals serving in the 
military.  13 partner countries of the United States in the War In Iraq had lifted 
their bans.  But the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy enacted by congress over a 
decade earlier was still in effect.  A group that supported gays and lesbians 
deciding to “come out” said that the number of gay discharges dropped nearly 
30% over 2002.  They believed that it proved a pattern; during times of war, it 
was ok for gays, lesbians and bisexuals to serve, but would be discharged 
because of their sexuality in times of peace.  The pentagon maintained its 
position saying only congress could change policy.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 18, 2003 (7:00 – 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:09 

Subject:   

This report showed how new doctors trained with robot patient simulators in 
order to prepare for emergency room work.  A Palo Alto doctor created “Jack,” a 
plastic robot patient that moved, breathed, blinked, and had a pulse like a real 
person.  Doctors in training were exposed to “Jack’s” randomly simulated patient 
symptoms initiated remotely by the instructor.  This training was modeled after 
airline simulators where pilots practiced various disaster scenarios.      



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: June 1, 2003 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:   

This report showed how some Bay Area medical facilities were drilling and testing 
their preparedness for potential terrorist attacks.  In a real attack, as the trauma 
center for Alameda County, the Eden Medical Center’s biohazard decontamination 
tent would be assembled to disinfect people before they entered the hospital.  The 
UCSF Medical Center had the ability to decontaminate 200 people per hour.  
Stanford Hospital had a wing equipped with negative airflow to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases to other parts of the building. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: June 1, 2003 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:54 

Subject:   

This report discussed the growing trend of gay and lesbian couples having 
children.  The 2000 census showed a huge growth in the number of same-sex 
partners with children.  But a group that promoted conservative family values 
disagreed with the numbers.  They said the results were up too interpretation 
because the census didn’t ask if people were gay.  The American Academy of 
Pediatrics came out in support of same-sex families.  Lesbian parents of two 
children and a gay man with two adopted boys were profiled in this report.  


