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During the first quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00 /9-9:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the first quarter of 2003, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7- Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchors Dan Ashley, Jessica Aguirre, and Cheryl 
Jennings hosted.  The program aired Sunday January 5, 12 & 19 from 10:30-
11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND- News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Cheryl Jennings hosted, and it aired Saturdays 
from 5:30-6:00pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The office staff of volunteers answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the first quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

   
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program was part of a series of specials 
produced to celebrate the ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  ABC 7 Sports 
Director Martin Wyatt hosted this special that saluted the achievements of four 
outstanding Bay Area African Americans.  It aired on Sunday, February 23, 2003 
from 5:04-5:30pm. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS SPECIAL: THE COLUMBIA TRAGEDY 
Regular programming was canceled for this local special.  It provided viewers 
with a recap of the disaster and a review of events in a stunned nation.  This 
program aired on Saturday, February 1, 2003 from 7:00 to 8:00pm. 
  
ABC 7 WEDDING GUIDE 2003- This ABC 7 special took viewers through the 
twelve months of planning the perfect wedding.  It provided a detailed look into 
designing the event, from choosing flowers and rings, to planning a reception 
and the honeymoon.  It also explored the personal elements of preparing 
emotionally for one of life’s biggest steps.  This program aired on Saturday, 
February 8, 2003 from 7:00-8:00pm. 
  
23

rd
 ANNUAL KGO RADIO NEWSTALK 810 LEUKEMIA CURE-A-THON- 

KGO-TV provided live, simulcast television coverage of this annual fund-raiser 
for the Leukemia Society.  Two-day combined radio and television coverage 
raised $709,641 for Leukemia Research.  This program aired on Saturday, 
March 15, 2003 from 5:00-6:00pm. 
 
THE ROAD TO SAN DIEGO: A SILVER AND BLACK SUPERBOWL-          
ABC 7 News Sports anchors traveled to San Diego for this preview of Super Bowl 
XXXVII.  Oakland Raider fans were featured in this special as they geared up for 
the biggest single game in sports.  This program aired on Saturday, January 25, 
2003 from 7:00-8:00pm. 

 

MOVING HISTORY: THE NEW ASIAN ART MUSEUM- This special celebrated 
the anticipated grand opening of the new Asian Art Museum of San Francisco.  
This world-renowned Art collection is considered to be one of the city’s most 
cherished treasures.  After 35 years, the collection of more than 2,500 prized 
items outgrew its Golden Gate park location.  The historic main library building at 
Civic Center was transformed into a spacious showplace for these magnificent 
pieces.  This program aired on Saturday, March 15, 2003 from 7:30-8:00pm, and 
was repeated on Sunday, March 30

th
 from 5:00-5:30pm. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the first quarter of 2003, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,833 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
KGO-TV African American Heritage Salutes, Ad Council, American Heart 
Association, Employer Support for the Guard & Reserve, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, American Red Cross, U.S. Department of Agriculture, United Way of the 
Bay Area, Salvation Army, National Mental Health Association, Medic Alert 
Foundation, U.S. Navy, Vector Theater Conservatory, and Swords to 
Plowshares.  

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also hosts community feedback meetings known 
as “ABC 7 Listens” every three to four weeks at different Bay Area locations.  
Residents are invited to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  
Through our efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important to 
the community: 

    Youth Issues 

    Traffic / Transportation Issues 

    Crime Issues 

    Housing Issues 

    Economic Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: February 10, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a study that found use of the drug ecstasy was down 
slightly among teenagers.  It found that teens didn’t see any danger in 
experimenting with the drug.  9% of the teens in this survey by the Partnership 
For A Drug-Free America had used ecstasy, while 35% of teens that had been to 
a rave party had tried the drug.  The survey also found that marijuana remained 
the most widely used drug among teens, with 40% saying they had tried it at 
some point.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 28, 2002 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report discussed “multi-systemic therapy,” a new program to help troubled 
teens stay out of the court system.  Unlike programs that focused only on the 
teenager, this one worked with the whole family.  The counselor focused on the 
strengths and taught parents what to do if problems returned.  If a child 
backslides, the parents can implement the same type of interventions used 
originally by the therapist.  Studies showed that the program reduced the re-
arrest rate by as much as 70% compared to standard therapy.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 6, 2002 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report announced the grand opening of a new after school program for 
Richmond teenagers.  The center, called “Richmond After Dark,” offered sports, 
games and workshops in the afternoon and evening Monday through Sunday.  



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 17, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:   

This report profiled a program to help teenagers in trouble by teaching them how to 
write a play and then see it performed.  “Each One, Reach One,” was a one-on-
one theatre arts mentoring program that worked with Bay Area youth in juvenile 
halls or alternative schools.  Adult mentor/instructors, all professional actors, 
worked with teens for 35 hours over two weeks showing them ways to release their 
creativity in writing and in verbal expression.  Mentors staged readings of the plays 
for the teens, their families, and officials of the detention facility or school.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 8, 2002 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report profiled “Project 540,” an Alameda County high school project for teens 
at twenty-two schools.  The project grew out of the steady drop in voter turn out, 
and surveys that showed high school students had limited knowledge about basic 
civics.  The same program was in place at 250 schools around the country.  
Organizers were hopeful that 100,000 students would be involved by the end of 
the year. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 7, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report profiled a San Jose elementary school where students collected 
aluminum cans, and held fundraisers to pay for portable classrooms.  Their music 
and creative arts classes were in jeopardy without enough rent for the portables.  
Parents, students, past students, companies and foundations all contributed, but 
time was running out since they were about $4,300 short of their goal.  This report 
was a suggestion by a viewer that contacted KGO-TV through the “ABC 7 Listens” 
community program. 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 29, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:09 

Subject:  

This report discussed a public forum held by the City of Sunnyvale to ask for help 
in dealing with expected budget cuts.  “Fun On the Run,” one of the city’s youth 
services, was in danger of losing some funding, or being eliminated altogether.  
The weekly program offered a truck loaded with games that visited schools and 
apartment complexes so kids would have something to do and stay out of trouble. 
City officials were looking at the potential of specialized tax increases tied to 
particular services to help with the cuts.    
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 25, 2003 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:  

This report covered a rally on the steps of the state capitol by Bay Area high 
school students.  They organized the protest over the governor’s proposed school 
budget cuts.  Governor Davis said he had to make tough cuts to help close the 
state’s 34-billion dollar deficit.  Students at a high school in Belmont discussed the 
situation on camera before they left for Sacramento. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 23, 2003 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 2:14 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the problem of underage liquor sales occurring in Alameda 
County.  Teenagers were driving in from Contra Costa County to liquor stores in 
Berkeley and Oakland that were known to not request identification.  An official 
with Alcoholic Beverage Control said that many liquor stores were under 
suspension after A.B.C. had hit the area pretty hard during the summer.  Oakland 
Police and A.B.C. responded to Alameda County violations by cracking down in a 
sting operation that was expected to continue into spring.   
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the first quarter of 2003, there were over 600 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
youth.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: America’s Promise, Andrew’s 
Buddies, Boys 2000 & Beyond, Boys Hope Girls Hope, Boys Town National 
Hotline, Brave Kids, Center For Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Child Advocates, Child 
Reach, Children Now, Connect For Kids, DARE, Disney Learning Partnership, Girl 
Scouts, Juvenile Diabetes Association, March of Dimes, National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children, San Francisco Healthy Kids Program, Society for 
Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for Understanding.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 24, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:47 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a survey of 1,300 Bay Area commuters that found 39% felt 
their commute time was a useful transition between home & work.  But 45% said 
getting there was half the fun, and 53% said their commute was not a hassle.  
Despite increased traffic, nearly half responded that their commute time was 
within five minutes of ideal.  Others said they would take the bus if it wasn’t 
crowded, and some drove because they needed a car during the day.  These 
habits posed a challenge for transportation planners that were under a court 
mandate to raise transit use that had equaled only 10% of the overall commute.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 29, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 4:07 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the new GPS systems that Samtrans installed on their 
buses so dispatchers would know their precise location.  This made it possible 
for additional buses to be dispatched in the event others were late finishing their 
routes.  This GPS technology also featured automated next stop announcements 
for passengers, a hidden remote emergency alarm button, and a passenger 
counter to help protect against crowding.  Two other transit districts were in the 
process of installing these GPS systems. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 4, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report explained that Bart’s pay for premium parking plan was not working.  
Riders were not willing to pay for a space they could get free just a few steps 
away.  The economy had driven down the number of riders, and revenue for the 
system, and that meant more available free parking spaces. Two months after 
Bart launched its reserve-parking plan, nearly two-thirds of the reserved spaces 
were not taken.  This was expected to add more to Bart’s large budget shortfall.  

 



(Transportation / Traffic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 2, 2003 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 2:40 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a highway lab setup to analyze traffic movement in the Bay 
Area.  In an effort to provide more immediate traffic information to motorists, 
scientists installed digital cameras and sensing detectors to track the movement 
of vehicles.  Researchers said with better real-time traffic information in 
combination with GPS technology, auto navigation systems might be able to help 
drivers find the best way to get where they’re going.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 13, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:    

This report reviewed BASE, the Bay Area’s new wireless surveillance camera 
system.  Developed in Silicon Valley, the system was installed so authorities 
could monitor terrorist threats to Bay Area bridges and tunnels.  The CHP had 
already used it to monitor freeways to alert drivers to backups and other traffic 
issues.  But the system was considerably more advanced than traffic cameras, 
and was expected to become a national model.  

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 13, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:54 

Subject:    

This report discussed the very old, and very emotional debate about movable 
traffic barriers for the Golden Gate Bridge.  One man had lobbied the bridge 
district for twenty years about installing a movable wall between oncoming lanes. 
The district said they had moved forward since 1998 on preliminary engineering 
work to see if barriers could work.  Barriers were expected to reduce the already 
skinny lanes by one-half foot.  Safety experts believed that would replace one 
danger with another.  Traffic accidents on the bridge dropped 70% after the 
district lowered the speed limit to 45, and imposed double traffic fines.        

 



(Transportation / Traffic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 1, 2003 (6:09-6:30PM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the history behind traffic problems on the Marin Sonoma 
Narrows, and ideas to correct them.  Debates surrounded whether to widen this 
40-mile piece of US 101 that stretched from San Rafael to just north of Santa 
Rosa.  For twenty years, a major issue over whether to widen was rooted in 
concern over population growth.  But CalTrans officials pointed out that growth 
had already occurred.  The trip from Petaluma to San Francisco took commuters 
an average 3 hours, even when riding on mass transit.  Cost estimates for the 
road project approached ½ billion dollars, and money was just not available. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:   

This report asked if BART was prepared to handle a fire in its transbay tube or in 
one of its tunnels.  South Korean subway riders were trapped when fire broke out 
on a train and the doors didn’t open.  BART officials said that wouldn’t happen 
on BART because all train doors could be opened manually.  After a fire killed a 
firefighter in 1979, BART spent 40 million dollars on a number of safety changes. 
BART conducted emergency drills with fire departments three times per year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRIME ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 20, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:     

This report covered a protest by the friends and family of an 18 year-old man on 
the day after he was shot and killed by police.  He allegedly was driving a stolen 
car when he stopped by the officers.  Police said he then drove the car in reverse 
pinning an officer against a vehicle.  An SFPD spokesperson said the officers 
reacted to a life-threatening situation.  The family talked to reporters about their 
son’s death at the same intersection where he was killed. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 20, 2003 (5:00–5:30PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:     

This report covered the arrest of a high school basketball coach charged with 
two felony counts of lewd and lascivious acts on a child.  He allegedly was 
involved in a two-year sexual relationship with a thirteen-year old boy thirty-six 
years earlier. The accuser had kept quiet about the alleged molestation until he 
was almost fifty years old.  Police said the coach’s own statements backed up 
the victim.  But his supporters could not believe the charges, and his attorney 
discredited them. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 19, 2003 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:     

This report covered the verdict in a federal lawsuit filed against the City of 
Oakland by 119 plaintiffs.  They claimed they were mistreated by police officers 
known as “the riders.”  The accused officers were on trial for alleged incidents of 
misconduct that occurred from 1996 to 2000.  One plaintiff said he was beaten, 
planted with false evidence, and spent months in jail.  The multi-million dollar 
settlement established reforms that were to be monitored by an independent 
agency for compliance.  This included more officer supervision, better training, a 
computerized early warning system to catch rogue officers, an easier complaint 
filing process, and better oversight on the use of force. 
 
 



(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 12, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:22 

Subject:    

This report announced that San Jose Police were searching for two suspects 
that allegedly tried to rob a woman in broad daylight, and dragged her alongside 
their car when she wouldn’t let go of her purse.  Surveillance video recorded the 
bold attempt that police said usually weren’t isolated incidents.  In reviewing the 
video, they pointed out that that many people let their guard down during the 
day.  Police thought the same suspects could have been involved in a similar 
incident two weeks prior. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 11, 2003 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:    

This report followed a training exercise in San Jose involving thousands of 
people.  Police and city officials were preparing for a Columbine-style assault.  
The scenario involved the fire and police departments as they surrounded a high 
school after a mock gunman fired multiple rounds on campus.  Police said that 
while officers needed training, it was equally important for school officials and 
students to know what to do during an attack.  The mayor and city council 
members observed the exercise that school officials said was a success.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 7, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:05 

Subject:    

This report discussed how a group of female ministers in Oakland created a 
program to offer spiritual and professional support to mothers and families of 
murder victims.  Oakland had experienced an alarming increase in the murder 
rate with over 100 killings in the prior year.  An East Oakland bishop wanted all 
families in the city to have a chance of moving ahead with a wonderful life.  She 
invited the public to help with educational fairs and mentoring programs over the 
next year.   

 



(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 7, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:27 

Subject:    

This report originated live from the scene of a shooting at an Oakland auto shop 
that resulted in the business being gutted by fire.   It started when the suspect 
got into an altercation with a mechanic, and allegedly shot him several times.  
The man was hospitalized in critical condition, and the suspect was apprehended 
after smoke forced him from the building.  Police used non-lethal beanbag 
ammunition to take him down.  A nearby elementary school was locked down 
while firefighters were kept back until police secured the crime scene. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 11, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a proposed Oakland ordinance to crack down on loitering in 
the city’s drug hot spots.  The offense would be an infraction, treated like a traffic 
ticket.  A council member said it was a response to a community that was tired of 
drug dealers standing on corners selling drugs, and intimidating school children 
and elderly people.  Opponents said the ordinance wouldn’t solve the problem, 
but rather would put the burden of proof on citizens rather than with the police.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 5, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:    

This report covered a stolen car chase in Oakland that ended near the Lafayette 
Bart Station, the scene of a string of car thefts.  One suspect escaped on foot, 
and the other was captured in a Honda Accord that had been stolen the day 
before from the same Bart parking lot.  A total of 630 cars were stolen from Bart 
parking lots during the previous year.     

 

 

 



HOUSING ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 6, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report covered a lottery of hundreds of Marin County homes that thousands 
had signed up for.  Those picked in the lottery would have a chance to buy 
homes at prices from $133,000 to $383,000 dollars, well below the market for 
Marin.  About half of the condos would be designated as affordable housing, 
enabling more of the people who worked in the area to own homes there.  At 
least one-third of the homes had been reserved for public employees.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 11, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:02 

Subject:    

This report looked at a new condominium complex under construction in Oakland 
that was more than one-third sold out.  The mayor’s 10-K initiative was a plan to 
move ten thousand residences into the downtown area.  The project was 
expected to create more than 200 luxury condos ranging from $350,000 to 
$500,000.  The loft development was attracting people from all over the East Bay 
and San Francisco.   

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 12, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :54 

Subject:    

This report discussed that the high tech slump had caused unemployment to 
soar in Silicon Valley, and the default rate on mortgages to climb.  The number 
of mortgage defaults in Santa Clara County, the Bay Area highest, was up 45% 
from 2001 to 2002.  This staggering new trend was driven by the county’s 7.5% 
unemployment rate, one of the state’s highest.       

 

 

 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 20, 2002 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:  

This report discussed that Bay Area home sales were off to a good start for the 
year.  Figures showed that moderately priced houses were selling quickly, but 
luxury homes were taking longer.  Stable prices and low mortgage rates made 
buying easier for first timers, and people that were priced out of the market 
during the high tech boom.  The healthy home market also attracted investors 
that had grown tired of small stock market returns, and thought they could do 
better by putting their money into single-family homes. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 23, 2002 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:   

This report profiled The “Trust for Public Land” and specific examples of how 
they had preserved 24,000 acres in the Bay Area.  The trust was created thirty 
years earlier to keep housing off the Marin Headlands.  With help from the trust 
and the community, 4,000 acres near Brentwood became the state’s newest 
park rather than a massive development.  They appealed to the civic conscience 
of landowners willing to sell, and then raised money from private donors or 
government agencies to buy property.  An Oakland playground, and a park 
under construction in Hunter’s Point were examples of the trust’s inner city work. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 18, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:35 

Subject:   

This report profiled San Francisco’s Mission Bay Project, 303 acres of waterfront 
that was being transformed into a new neighborhood.  Despite a downturn in the 
economy, the project was moving forward.  It already was home to a new UC 
research campus, businesses, residences, and affordable housing.  Developers 
were planning parks, open space and more new homes.    

 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 21, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject:   

This report looked at a housing development in Santa Clara where 61 of the 
homes were about to be auctioned.  300 people had registered in less than a 
week to bid on the homes in the final phase that opened at a minimum 
$269,000.  Buyers were hopeful that they might get a home for much lower than 
the market price of around $600,000.  The sellers decided to hold the auction to 
speed up the sales of the remaining homes.    

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 15, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report recapped how the state budget crisis would affect affordable housing 
and neighborhood improvement in San Jose.  With unemployment over 9%, higher 
than any other major city in the state, desperately needed redevelopment funds 
were threatened.  The crisis was expected to stop San Jose’s plans to build 6,000 
new affordable housing units over five years.  San Jose had appreciated from 
redevelopment funds with 10,000 affordable housing units built in the previous 
twelve years. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECOMOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 22, 2003 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how three days of anti-war protests in San Francisco had 
caused business to drop off sharply for some stores.  Downtown businesses 
were in a defensive mode after vandalism by protestors earlier in the week.  
Customers were avoiding downtown, but one coffee shop had taken steps to 
keep employees and customers safe.  A pretzel & hot dog merchant had been 
selling nearly twice as many items than usual.  Other businesses closed early to 
avoid problems, while some shops posted anti-war signs to show their support. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 25, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:    

This report explained that a 60 million dollar budget gap in Oakland was 
responsible for more than 1,000 pink slips for teachers.  On the day before, 49 
teachers at Oakland Tech didn’t show up for work as part of a one-day “sick-out” 
in protest of a district plan to cut 500 jobs.  Administrators said one of their 
biggest concerns was the way students were dealing with the controversy.  
Between war protests and teacher layoffs, students had staged four walkouts in 
two weeks.  Thousands of teachers in the Bay Area had received pink slips in 
the previous two weeks. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 30, 2003 (9:00 -10:00AM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report detailed what type of financial help the nation’s fragile airline industry 
was looking for.  Some passengers had experienced having flights canceled, and 
some flight schedules were trimmed by 10% to match a drop in ticket sales.  This 
had a ripple effect on local hotels, taxis, food, rental cars, parking and other 
travel business.  Troubled airlines were asking pilots, flight crews, and 
mechanics to make billions of dollars in concessions in an effort to reduce costs. 
       



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 15, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:    

This report explained that while the rest of the country and even the state were 
slowly turning around, the Bay Area was still in an economic recession.  A non-
partisan legislative analyst estimated the state budget shortfall at 26 billion dollars 
rather than the 35 billion dollar figure announced by the governor.  Economists 
said the deficit amount was so big that the state was in no shape to help jump- 
start the economy.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 17, 2003 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:08 

Subject:    

This report said that the call-up of 11,000 California reservists was hitting 
financially strapped cities like San Jose.  Cities were asked to make up for the 
difference between reservists’ military pay and their pay as city workers.  The San 
Jose City Council was expected to vote on making-up six months of pay for about 
100 reservists.  The vice mayor wanted to also extend pay and benefits to 
probationary city employees. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 8, 2003 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:     

This report discussed that the threat of budget cuts had Contra Costa County 
officials worried whether childcare would be affected.  A new report underscored 
the huge impact that childcare had on the local economy.  $9 billion dollars was 
the figure representing the increased economic output in Contra Costa County 
as a result of childcare.  The report pointed to increasing support of childcare 
solutions from business and government.  But the pending budget cuts 
threatened the well being of many families with subsidized childcare.     

 



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 24, 2003 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:     

This report discussed how uncertainty about the war in Iraq was keeping the 
economy stagnant.  This day’s business action on Wall Street mirrored the 
concern of consumers and investors alike.  A local university professor believed 
the key to an economic rebound was a quick resolution to the war in a very 
positive way. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 20, 2003 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:23 

Subject:     

This report reviewed a new study of income, jobs, and trends that indicated a 
major change was underway for Silicon Valley.  The area had lost 127,000 jobs 
in 18 months since 2001.  The hardest hit businesses were makers of software, 
semiconductors, computer and communications hardware.  A local economist 
believed that Silicon Valley would emerge from the down cycle due to strong 
biotechnology and biomedical industries.   



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: March 4, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:38 

Subject:    

This report examined the crisis of the declining number of foster parents in 
California.  There were almost 100,000 children in the foster care system, but 
new children waiting from troubled homes often had no place to go.  The 
situation was so serious that Monterey County was luring potential emergency 
foster parents with the promise of a brand new home at a bargain price.  People 
that were interested had to become a licensed foster parent. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: January 14, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:39  

Subject:  

This report looked at some the advanced research underway on alternative fuels 
at the Sandia National Laboratory in Livermore.  Scientists were conducting 
experiments with hydrogen as a fuel.  The most abundant element in the 
universe, hydrogen leaves no pollutants when burned.  A.C. Transit planned to 
launch hydrogen fuel cell buses within two years, but automakers had just 
started to produce test vehicles.  Scientists also experimented with alternative 
fuels like vegetable oil, and said diesel engines could be made more efficient.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 27, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:37  

Subject:  

This report discussed new technology that could subliminally make a shopper 
thirsty or influence what brand people buy.  This involved audio messages 
beamed by ultrasound technology, the same used in hospitals.  The system was 
being pitched to stores and food companies.  Small radio frequency ID chips, 
used by shippers for tracking were being considered for tracking retail items. 



(Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: March 1, 2003 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:38 

Subject:   

This report examined on line gaming, one of the fastest growing, and most 
profitable businesses on the Internet.  This phenomenon attracted people of all 
ages and from all walks of life, but some people said it was just as addictive as 
drugs.  One online role-playing game was so popular that more than 100,000 
players were on at once.  Players created their own characters from a list of 
fanciful creatures with magical powers.  Then they traveled through an elaborate 
world improving their game playing skills.  But opponents to one online game 
created a website for “game widows.”  One adult player admitted to playing ten to 
twelve hours per week. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: March 12, 2003 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:52 

Subject:   

This report discussed the controversy over bio-engineered food.  A number of 
environmental groups had come out against them, and the City of San Francisco 
asked the government to label such foods.  Some southern African countries 
where people were on the edge of starvation turned down a UN offer to provide 
them with genetically altered corn.  A public interest group believed that without 
any pre-market safety testing, there was no way of knowing the future health or 
environmental impact the food might have.  Others believed that bio-food was the 
way of the future.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 9, 2003 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how there weren’t any gay men in upper ranks of the SFPD. 
The “coming out” of another Bay Area police chief had shed light on the issue.  
Some said it was a problem in police departments around the country.  An 
openly gay officer said there was an emphasis on recruiting women, but nothing 
dedicated to moving gay men up the command chain. 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: March 21, 2003 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:   

This report reviewed why the state bird, the California quail, was on the verge of 
extinction in the Bay Area.  With only six in Golden Gate Park, and just twenty in 
the Presidio, a local campaign was underway to bring back the number of quail.  
Although not everyone agreed, predators, pollution and human encroachment had 
been identified as a few reasons why the quail population had dwindled.  To save 
the quail, volunteers were restoring their natural habitat.  They also kept track of 
them by reporting all sightings, and color banded the birds.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: March 11, 2003 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:48 

Subject:   

This report observed a volunteer program created by private pilots so Oakland 
school students could see what it’s like to fly a plane.  Volunteer pilots created the 
“Young Eagle Program.”  They supplied their own planes, and all the fuel for half-
hour flights from the Oakland Airport.  Willing students from eight to seventeen 
years of age were eligible for this important program. 


