
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

The CBS Early Show  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

The Saturday Early Show Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person‟s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer‟s comments and answering 

viewer‟s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers‟ economic livelihood. 



 

 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

News Series 
 

 

 

11/10/08 10pm 

DUI Repeat Offenders 

Michael Schwanke 

We learned of a man in Hutchinston with 11 DUI‟s and tracked him down.  He gave us a 10 minute 

interview explaining why he keeps getting DUI‟s.  The guy has never served a day in prison.  We ask - why 

aren‟t guys like this going straight to prison instead of parole or work release?  How many DUI‟s do you 

have to have before you serve prison time or hurt somebody?  DUI victim center is using grant money to 

launch a court watch program to hold judges accountable.  

 

11/11/08 10pm 

A Child‟s Words 

Kim Wilhelm 

Paul Buser was accused of molesting a 5 year-old girl.  He spent nearly 90 days in the Harvey County Jail 

but the DA dropped the case six days from the trial.  The DA says the girl making the accusations wasn‟t 

reliable and he couldn‟t count on her to accurately testify.  We look at how strong a child‟s word is in cases 

of alleged abuse.  

 

11/18/08 5pm 

Teen Pregnancy 

Cindy Klose 

With the recent pregnancy pact in Massachusetts, we‟ll look at today‟s teens and their attitudes toward 

pregnancy.  At Northwest High, we‟re told there are at least 11 girls who are pregnant right now.  One girl 

says her best friend wants to get pregnant. 

 

11/20/08 10pm 

Wichita Fire 

Roger Cornish 

November 21
st
 is the 40

th
 anniversary of the downtown Wichita fire that killed four firefighters, including 

the fire chief.  We look back at what happened and talk to former firefighters who were there, along with 

family of victims. 

 

11/3/08 10pm 

Cold Case: Ross Crane 

Jim Grawe 

We look at the circumstances of a local cold case.  Ross Crane, a school teacher with a master‟s degree, 

vanishes from a Wichita nightclub.  His car was left in the parking lot, his apartment was left untouched.  

 

11/24/08 10pm 

Rule 240 

Kim Wilhelm 

Rule 240 started as a federal requirement for airlines, stating that in the event of a cancellation or 

misconnection, the airline would have to put you on the next flight available (their airline or a competitor) 

at no charge.  Since the deregulations of the airline industry, Rule 240 is not a requirement anymore.  We‟ll 

find out how airlines interpret the rule and what rights you really have. 

 

10/30/08 10pm 

Deadbeat State Taxes 

Alana Rocha 

The department of revenue has a web site where you can search for tax delinquencies by name, county or 

amount.  There are pages and pages of companies that haven‟t paid the state.  Are these people ever forced 



 

 

to pay?  Who‟s monitoring this?  How does it affect the state‟s budget?  We‟ll look at the top delinquent 

companies locally and go along with the state on a seizure. 

 

11/13/08 10pm 

Former Meth Houses 

Denise Hnytka 

There are no national standards on how to clean up a house where meth was being made.  The homes are 

often put on the market and sold, without buyers knowing their past.  We‟ll follow a hazmat team as they 

go inside a drug house – to see what dangerous conditions are there.  The Drug Enforcement Agency has 

created an online registry.  We look and see if homes here are put on the registry.  

 

11/25/08 10pm 

Donation Decision 

Kara Sewell 

People sign their drivers licenses, but you‟d be surprised how few organ donations actually take place.  

Why do families refuse donations?  Are policies changing?  What‟s it like for a family to go through 

donation?  We‟ll talk to the family of one child who died and chose to donate. 

 

11/6/08 10pm 

Shred-It Safe 

Brian Heap 

We‟ll dumpster dive at a few banks, pharmacies and businesses – see what personal information we find.  

To advance the story, we‟ll explore ID theft insurance.  What losses are covered?  Is it worth the money?  

Should it become a staple like home and auto insurance?   

 

In the Zone Series (11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/23) 10pm 

Brian Heap 

What school zones have the most speeding drivers?  We‟ll target them and catch drivers speeding with our 

own radar gun.  How often does WPD patrol school zones?  How many tickets during the school year?  

 

Medical Innovations (week of 11/3/08) 5pm 

Rebecca Gannon 

We look at five of the latest medical innovations being used in Wichita: 

eCare (ViaChristi) – a facility that can bring a specialist to as many as 140 beds at once in ICUs in Wichita, 

Manhattan, and Pittsburg.  There‟s hope it could also work in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Trilogy (Wesley) – the next generation of cancer surgery tools.  It can pinpoint a tumor through the skin 

and deliver the cancer-killing rays specifically to that area.  Less surgery. 

Composite Prosthetics (ViaChristi) – a doctor is trying to secure funding to make prosthetics (like hips) out 

of the same material used to make airplanes. 

Ice to Cauterize (Independent/Cypress Heart) – Dr. Mo uses an innovative technology to freeze a wound 

for cauterization.  In the past, heat‟s been used.  Using Ice may be better for the patient than heat. 

Removing Kidneys (Independent/Wichita Urology) – Dr. Akornor is from Ghana and specially trained in 

using robotics to remove organs.  He can remove a kidney in a way few people in the world can do.  I know 

he can remove a kidney through the back, which speeds recovery and doesn‟t affect the other organs as 

much. 

 

Wichita‟s Toughest Workouts (week of 11/10/08) 5pm 

Matt Mauro and Jenn Bates 

Matt and Jenn try workouts around town, such as Genesis, YMCA, private personal trainers, yoga/pilates 

and bootcamp – to see what‟s the hardest. 

 

Economy (week of 10/27/08) 6pm 

Michael Schwanke 

Week-long personal finance series:  gas prices, mortgages, investing, credit card debt, paying for kids‟ 

college. 

 



 

 

Does It Work (11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26) 10pm 

We test the newest products being advertised and see if they work: 

SAVE A BLADE - a device that is supposed to help sharpen your older, dull shaving razors.   

WATER 4 GAS - a device that is supposed to make hydrogen and increase your vehicle‟s fuel mileage.  

We‟re having the Wichita Area Technical College put this on a car to see if it works.  

PETICURE - it‟s supposed to make trimming your dog‟s nails easier and less painful for them.    

SHAM WOW  - a man made rag that is supposed to hold 21 times its weight in liquid.   The rag you can‟t 

live without for spills and cleaning.    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KWCH-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

FOURTH QUARTER 2008 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning  

October 1, 2008 

Ending December 31, 2008 

 

 

Station KWCH –TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     
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CRIME Q-4 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Wichita police investigate a deadly home robbery.  Officers say two men broke into an apartment in the 

700 block of North Ridge; a woman inside shot one of them.  Both men escaped.  The one who was hit was 

later dropped off at a hospital where he died.  Police believe drugs were being sold out of the apartment.  

Officers later found and arrested the second suspect. 

 

10/02/08 

5pm 

Gunfire breaks out outside a Wichita club overnight.  When officers got to the scene at Harry and Ollie's 

they found a large fight in the parking lot then heard gunfire.  As the crowd scattered they found a man 

shot, lying in the parking lot.  He was taken to a hospital in serious condition.  Police also found another 

person hurt in the fight when they stopped a car a couple of blocks away; he had an injury to his foot. 

 

10/03/08 

The man who killed a Wichita bar owner is sentenced.  Last summer Teresa Hastings, nicknamed Mama T, 

was killed.  Judge Ben Burgess sentenced 21-year-old Donovan Thompson to just over ten years for her 

death.  Thompson fired a gun into a crowd outside the Halftime Sports Bar killing Hastings and injuring 

one of her employees.  It happened after Hastings tried to keep Thompson and other gang members out of 

her bar.  The sentence falls more years short of the maximum sentence the prosecution and Mama T's 

family asked.  At the sentencing Thompson insisted he was innocent. 

 

10/04/08 

9am 

The man accused of running down a mother and daughter is officially charged with murder.  Claudia and 

Gisele Mijares were hit and killed on Wednesday in front of Gardiner Elementary school.  54-year-old 

Gary Hammitt was charged with five criminal counts including two for second degree murder.  Hammit 

walked into a Sedgwick County courtroom to hear the charges he faces from "this" accident, in addition to 

2nd degree murder, he faces aggravated battery, reckless driving and DUI.  Hammitt has a lengthy record 

with four previous DUI's.  His most recent conviction in 2005 was a plea that cut his prison time.  But court 

officials say that isn't unusual in DUI cases.  Hammitt's bond was set at one million dollars. 

 

10/05/08 

10pm 

Jury selection expected to wrap up this week in the trial of Elgin Robinson.  Prosecutors say he orchestrated 

the murder of 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks.  Investigators believe Robinson hired another man to kill the 

teen to hide the fact that he was the father of her baby.  The Wichita teen was weeks away from giving birth 

when she was killed in  

2006.  Robinson could face the death penalty if convicted. 

 

10/06/08 

6pm 

Richard Young's trial is expected to begin tomorrow.  Young is the former Debate teacher at Buhler High 

School.  He's been accused of molesting a male foreign exchange student from South Korea who was 

staying with him.  Young is charged with 3 counts of aggravated indecent liberties with a child and one 

count of indecent solicitation.  The Buhler school board voted to fire Young; he is fighting that decision.  

 

10/07/08 

10pm 

A Wichita family's been waiting for this man to go to trial for more than two years.  Tomorrow afternoon, 

opening statements begin in the trial of Elgin Robinson.  He's accused of plotting to kill 14-year-old 

Chelsea Brooks who was nine months pregnant and prosecutors say it was Robinson's baby.  Attorneys 

spent the last two and half weeks picking jurors for Robinson's trial.  They've narrowed the pool down to 



 

 

42.  Tomorrow they'll pick the final 12 and two alternates.  We'll provide live streaming coverage of the 

trial including a live blog starting tomorrow at www.kwch.com  

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

Four men testify about a man's past criminal sexual behavior.  Richard young is the former Buhler High 

School debate coach.  He's accused of molesting a foreign exchange student who lived with him last year.  

The boy spent most of the day on the stand.  We want to warn you some of the testimony was graphic.  The 

teen described e-mails he exchanged with Young a shirtless photo Young asked him to send and said his 

host dad fondled him twice.  The defense then spent all afternoon questioning his story, his emotional state 

and why he didn't report Young sooner.  Young's three ex-stepsons testified Young molested them for years 

while their mother was married to Young.  The case resumes Friday. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

We're following another developing story tonight, this one from northeast Wichita where police spent much 

of the evening at a stand-off at the corner of Northeast Parkway and Kensington.  It was just one man inside 

his house that had dozens of officers and a swat team here until just recently.  Police say they've been to 

this neighborhood for problems with the man in the past but people living here say this is the first time they 

had seen him get violent.  That happened around 4:30 and shortly after someone called 911.  Police showed 

up here and the man barricaded himself inside his house.  Just before nine, with the help of the swat team 

officers were able to get inside the house and get the man out.  He's been taken to the police department 

where's he's being questioned.  Police believe the only weapon he had inside was the large knife.  I had a 

chance to speak with the man's sister this evening who said he does suffer from bi-polar Schizophrenia 
and is not currently on medication.  She thinks feels that's what caused him to act like he did tonight. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

Federal prosecutors charge a man from Maize with robbing a bank.  We begin the CrimeWatch in Newton 

where 

police say 27-year-old Travis Klutts robbed the First Bank branch inside the north side Dillon‟s this 

morning.  A police chase into McPherson County followed the robbery-it ended when the suspect flipped 

his truck, took off on foot, and then holed up outside a home near Inman.  Negotiators spent hours trying to 

convince the suspect to surrender.  When that didn't work police used rubber pellets to subdue him and take 

him into custody.  Authorities say Klutts is a suspect in the robbery of a Wichita Walgreens.  And two 

Intrust bank robberies inside Wichita Dillon‟s stores.  Charges have yet to be filed in those cases. 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

Police fire on a vehicle speeding towards them.  Tonight the driver is behind bars.  The crime watch takes 

us to Nickerson where the Reno County Sheriff says the chase began when a man drove off during a traffic 

stop this morning.  The officer chased the suspect to the law enforcement center in Hutch.  That's when 

investigators say the suspect drove down an entrance ramp leading to the county jail.  Officers blocked off 

the top of the ramp and when the suspect put the car in reverse; officers shot at the vehicle, the car came to 

a stop just feet from police.  The driver faces five counts of aggravated assault on a law enforcement 

officer. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

Arson investigators are looking into reports someone threw a Molotov cocktail at a Wichita duplex.  

Authorities have no leads in the early morning fire on south Saint Francis.  Flames damaged the attics of 

both units.  The people living there made it out safely.  The fire caused about 60-thousand dollars worth of 

damage. 

 

10/13/08 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

10pm 

Also in the CrimeWatch…do you recognize this belt buckle?  Arkansas City Police would like to know.  

The chief tells us the belt is a key element in a case police are investigating.  But he won't tell us why afraid 

it would taint the investigation.  If you know anything about this belt go to our website at www.kwch.com 

to find out how to contact police. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

He testified that his best friend wanted his girlfriend dead.  Today, defense attorneys question a key witness 

in the trial of a man accused of murdering a teenage girl.  Elgin Robinson's charged with capital murder.  

His best friend told jurors Robinson came up with a murder-for-hire plot to kill 14-year-old Chelsea 

Brooks.  But Robinson's attorneys said his friend shouldn't be trusted.  Count on us for complete coverage 

of Elgin Robinson's trial on air and online.  Catch our live streaming video and our reporter's courtroom 

blog while the trial is in session at www.kwch.com  

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

He pled no contest this week to damaging property, making a criminal threat and battery.  Prosecutors say 

Marcus Johnson drove his car through Wichita City Hall in January.  Security cameras captured the 

incident but the city has yet to release the video.  City councilwoman Sharon Fearey says now that the case 

is over the public deserves to see the video.  Eyewitness news has filed an open records request to get the 

video.  We've yet to get a response.  As for Johnson he'll be sentenced next month. 

 

10/16/08 

10pm 

This man now charged in Federal court with robbing three banks.  Prosecutors say surveillance cameras 

caught 27-year-old Travis Klutts.  Klutts was arrested after police say he robbed a Newton bank and led 

them on a chase; the chase ended in his truck flipping over; police say he then holed up inside a house.  

Officers used rubber pellets to get him out. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

They don't want to get caught but tonight more fugitives are locked up after a warrant sweep.  Sedgwick 

County Deputies and other law enforcement agencies went after criminals who commit family violence 

crimes.  Authorities don't typically focus on these warrants; they spend most of the time going after big 

crime and felony fugitives.  But they say arresting someone who owes child support can make a difference.  

The warrants also lead to other crimes.    Authorities discovered more than 200 marijuana plants growing 

illegally in a home while serving a warrant for child support. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch takes us to southeast Wichita where police say two people stabbed a man early this 

morning.    Investigators say the victim was walking in the 9-hundred block of South Terrace when two 

men asked for his wallet.  Police say one of the attackers pulled out a knife and stabbed the man in the 

chest.  Bleeding; the man stumbled to a friend's house where police found him.  Paramedics took the victim 

to the hospital in critical condition.  So far there have been no arrests. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Police in Ark City make their first arrest under a new stalking law.  Officers arrested a 50-year-old man 

Friday for stalking a woman in town.  The law was passed earlier this year after the death of Ark City teen 

Jodi Sanderholm by a suspected stalker.  The new law clarifies the definition of stalking and imposes 

stronger penalties for those convicted of the crime. 
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CRIME Q-4 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

They hope it will encourage other victims to come forward.  Arkansas City Police use Jodi's law to arrest 

the man a local woman says was stalking her.  Jodi's law is named for Jodi Sanderholm the nineteen year 

old police say was killed by man who was stalking her.  The law created a clearer definition of stalking and 

applies harsher penalties.  Before the law passed, police couldn't take much action against accused stalkers.  

But that has now changed; Ark City's Police Chief said there's one problem with Jodi's law.  Bond for 

anyone arrested is only 2-thousand dollars.  That means the alleged stalker could be bailed out of jail for 

less than 3-hundred dollars. 

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

Hunters in northern Kansas stumble upon a possible crime scene; they found a partial human skeleton 

while hunting in the Republican River basin in Cloud County.  Now the sheriff's department and the KBI 

are investigating.  They‟re asking for help hoping someone may know why the human remains are there. 

 

10/22/08 

10pm 

The mother of this 3-year-old girl is going to prison.  Erica Green was known as Precious Doe for years her 

body was found in Kansas City in 2001 and no-one knew who she was.  New at 10; a judge sentences the 

girl's mother to 25 years in prison.  Michelle Johnson pleaded guilty for her role in the murder and testified 

against her boyfriend Harrell Johnson saying he killed and decapitated the girl.  Johnson was convicted 

earlier this month. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

Watch for continuing coverage tomorrow morning in this Wichita teenager's murder case.  14-year-old 

Chelsea Brooks was nine months pregnant when her boyfriend Elgin Robinson hired someone to kill her.  

A jury convicted Robinson of capital murder yesterday.  Tomorrow jurors will be back in court for the 

sentencing phase they‟ll decide whether Robinson should get the death penalty.  Attorneys present 

aggravating and mitigating factors;    aggravators are reasons to impose the death penalty, defense 

attorney‟s present mitigators reasons the defendant should get life instead.  If the aggravators outweigh the 

mitigators the sentence must be death but if the scales are tipped the other way jurors must pick life in 

prison.  Check out www.kwch.com for live coverage of the sentencing phase and our reporter's courtroom 

blog. 

 

10/24/08 

10pm 

The State Supreme Court upholds the conviction of Gregory Moore.  A jury convicted Moore of killing 

Harvey County Deputy Kurt Ford in 2005.  Ford died during a shootout at Moore's home in Newton.  A 

detective from Hesston was also wounded when authorities responded to a domestic violence call.  Moore 

is serving a life sentence. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

We continue the CrimeWatch in northeast Wichita where police take a woman into custody after a deadly 

stabbing.    Investigators say a man knocked on his neighbor's door in the 16-hundred block of north 

hydraulic around 3:30 this morning.  He'd been stabbed several times.  Paramedics rushed the man to Saint 
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Francis Hospital where he died a short time later.  Police took a 45-year-old woman into custody.  

Investigators say the stabbing may be the result of a domestic disturbance.   

 

10/26/08 

10pm 

We open up the CrimeWatch with the search for the three men involved in the shooting of another man in 

south Wichita last night.  Investigators say the victim pulled into a driveway in the 35-hundred block of 

South Clifton just before eight.  That's where police say three men jumped out of a vehicle and shot the 

victim three times.  The victim was taken to Wesley Medical Center in critical condition.  Police are not 

saying what may have led up to the shooting. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Investigators said they'd prosecute whoever beat a dog to death to the full extent of a law.  New at 10, 

prosecutors do just that.  They say this man; Chris Coultas beat a dog to death with a hammer.  Last week a 

woman told police Coultas killed her 15-pound Pekapoo a dog that looks like these.  The animal was found 

in a dumpster.  Prosecutors filed charges against Coultas under Magnum's law.  The law makes cruelty to 

animals a felony.  Coultas will be back in court next month. 

 

10/28/08 

10pm 

Scammers targeting seniors through phone calls and letters that‟s in our ConsumerWatch Alert tonight.  

Con-artists are trying to get your personal information; by acting like already have some of it.  Callers may 

say they're calling about your stimulus check or your Medicare plan but it's just a way to get more 

information out of you and just a few personal details may be enough information for someone to wipe out 

your bank account. 

 

10/29/08 

10pm 

New information about human remains found near Concordia earlier this month.  The Cloud County 

Sheriff‟s Department said dental record identified the remains of 17-year-old Nicole Hoard.  The Salina 

teenager was last seen in August 2007.  Hunters found her remains.  Investigators are asking anyone who 

knows anything to call them or the KBI.   

 

10/30/08 

6pm 

A police car bursts into flames during a chase involving a Kansas man.  The Sheriff's Department in 

Garfield County, Oklahoma says the car caught fire when heat from the engine started a grassfire.  The 

chase began when deputies pulled a van over for speeding then spotted an open container.  The driver 

identified as Kevin Watson of Wichita took off before crashing the van and running away on foot.  

Investigators say the van was stolen and that Watson was recently released from prison; he is still at large 

tonight. 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

We open the Crimewatch in northeast Wichita where a man is found dead in the middle of the street.  

Officers found him in the 13-hundred block of North Madison around midnight.  Police on the scene said 

the shooting may have had something to do with a party going on nearby.  A short time later a man showed 

up at Wesley Medical Center with a gunshot to the leg.  Detectives interviewed people at the party and the 

second gunshot victim at the hospital.  So far they have not made any arrests and don't know if the shooting 

was gang related. 

 

11/03/08 

6pm 



 

 

A house party with more than 70 people inside ends in Wichita's latest deadly shooting; one that 

investigators say is gang related.  Police say 21 year old Tyron Squires was turned away from the party 

early Sunday morning because it was full.  As he and others were walking away, someone began shooting.  

Squires died at the scene and another man was hit in the foot.  Detectives have interviewed a number of 

people and think there may have been multiple shooters involved.  However, no one was been arrested. 

 

11/05/08 

6pm 

A Federal Jury in Wichita convicts three Crips gang members of racketeering.  Tracy Harris, Clinton 

Knight and Chester Randall Junior were found guilty on various counts involving conspiracy and drugs.  

Another trial is scheduled for February for several other defendants.  All are among 28 gang members 

named in indictments late last year.  This is the first federal racketeering case in the state of Kansas. 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/06/08 

5pm 

He didn't show up for school, then he was tased; the Sumner County Sheriff's office tells us it happened just 

before noon today but only after the Conway Springs teenager pulled a knife on authorities.  Authorities tell 

us the boy barricaded himself inside a house this morning.  When they tried to contact him, officials tell us 

the teen pulled the knife.  Both the Sheriff's office and the Conway Springs Police Department were there. 

 

11/08/08 

6pm 

A working meth lab in the basement of a daycare; police find it in a home in Gardner Kansas.  Police were 

called to the home Thursday night to respond to a domestic dispute.  Officers found three adults and two 

children living in what police call filthy conditions.  During a search of the home they found a meth lab in 

the basement.  Authorities are still investigating, but have closed the daycare. 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

A man goes to Saint Francis Hospital after he's stabbed in west Wichita.  Police say the 30-year-old was 

stabbed during an argument with another man in the 2-hundred block of south Martinson around midnight.  

Detectives questioned a man after the stabbing but released him.  The victim is expected to be okay. 

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

A nurse at this Salina school is now charged with stealing medication she was supposed to give to students.  

Tami Bradley was arrested last week at Oakdale Elementary.  Prosecutors say the drugs were mostly for 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.  The school sent a letter home to parents today saying a substitute 

nurse is now working at the school.  Bradley is charged with 15 counts; she'll make her first appearance in 

court Wednesday. 

 

11/11/08 

5pm 

A school nurse in Salina was charged with child endangerment and drug possession today.  It has to do 

with a situation we first told you about Friday; the school nurse at Oakdale Elementary is accused of not 

giving five students their prescription medicine.  Instead police say she was stealing it.  A letter was sent to 

parents today explaining the situation. 

 

11/12/08 

10pm 

New tonight; a Federal Appeals Court upholds the convictions of a Kansas couple for abusing mentally ill 

residents in their group home.  Arlan and Linda Kaufman claimed the court violated their rights and gave 

faulty jury instructions.  But the appeals court disagreed and actually asked the trial court to decide if Linda 



 

 

Kauffman should get more time, she was sentenced to 7 years.  The two were convicted in 2006 on dozens 

of charges including forced labor in their group home in Newton. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

Gang-related homicides almost cut in half; it sounds good, but tonight Wichita police and victims' families 

still question if it's enough.  An investigation led police and immigration agents to arrest more than 20 gang 

members illegally living in Wichita.  Neighbors around here say they see a difference.  But many agree that 

alone didn't stop the violence.  Riccardo Harris' son was shot when a gang member thought the young man 

gave him a threatening look.  Harris says Wichitans need to report gang violence instead of being afraid of 

it.  Wichita police say the city is organizing a large youth summit early next year...hoping it will lower 

violence. 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Life in prison instead of the death penalty.  An accused killer admits he attacked elderly women.  Marvin 

Gifford confessed to assaulting and killing Pearl Arthaud in her home last year.  She lived in a retirement 

community in Buhler.  Gifford described his other crimes in a Reno County courtroom today.  In exchange 

for the plea he won't face the death penalty.  He will however spend the rest of his life in prison.  The 

victims' families say they're satisfied with the outcome.  Gifford apologized to the families and said he 

doesn't expect forgiveness.  As part of the plea deal - Gifford gives up his right to appeal the case. 

 

11/15/08 

10pm 

A woman is stabbed in the eye during a fight over an ex-boyfriend.  It happened last night in the 7-hundred 

block of North Hoover.  Wichita Police say a 16-year-old and 20-year-old were arguing when someone ran 

up and stabbed the woman.  The victim was stabbed four times including the eye and neck.  Police are 

looking for the 17-year-old attacker. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police look for a red car that officers say hit a man around seven tonight then drove off.  Police say 

the man was trying to cross 47th Street just east of Broadway when he was hit.  Paramedics took the man to 

Saint Francis Hospital.  Police say the suspect car likely has front end damage. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Tonight the Kansas highway Patrol says its trooper followed policy.  That after a chase led to a crash that 

killed three people over the weekend.  Jennifer Stilley was driving the car the trooper was chasing; this was 

the scene after troopers say she hit another vehicle near 21st and Erie.  Stilley was killed two women in the 

other car also died and a third person is in critical condition.  The Highway Patrol said the trooper followed 

policy considering the weather, road and traffic conditions when he decided to pursue a speeding driver 

who refused to pull over.  Investigators now defend the decision.  Troopers interviewed a passenger in 

Stilley's car but say he has not given them any clues about why she refused to stop. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

The surveillance pictures are good; but Wichita police and the FBI are still looking for this man.  They say 

he robbed a bank this afternoon.  Witnesses told police the robber walked into the Bank of America branch 

at Central and Woodlawn waited in line then handed the teller a note saying this was a robbery.  If you 

know anything call police. 



 

 

 

11/19/08 

10pm 

A judge gives a Wichita babysitter the maximum for her crime.  She'll spend more than 19 years in prison 

for killing 19-month-old Andrew Haga while babysitting him last January.  Heidi Dieball did not speak in 

court during her sentencing hearing.  She pleaded guilty to beating her friend's son three times.  Haga's 

mother cried as she confronted Dieball for the first time since the murder.  Prosecutors made a plea deal 

with Dieball after Haga's mother told them she wanted Dieball to admit she killed the boy on purpose. 

 

11/20/08 

10pm 

Wichita police say Crimestoppers tips helped them solve a hit and run crash…new at 10, they arrested a 

woman 

they said hit a man with her car Sunday night then drove off.  Police say the 54-year-old man from 

Tennessee was trying to cross 47th Street at Broadway.  He was taken to the hospital in serious condition.  

Investigators now tell us the 26-year-old woman was also from Tennessee; turned herself in for the hit and 

run, she's been staying with relatives in Haysville.  She's been booked into the Sedgwick County Jail. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

You see them all over the place this time of year but thanks to thieves there are two fewer Salvation Army 

kettles in Wichita this holiday season.  Police say thieves made off with the kettles and their stands while 

bell ringers changed shifts.  The crooks also stole about 2-hundred dollars from each kettle.  It wasn't an 

easy heist.  Police believe a truck was used to pick up the nearly 80-point stands one from the Dillon‟s at 

Central and Rock the other from Towne East.  The Salvation Army worries thieves will setup the kettles to 

trick people.  The group says bell ringers should have a red apron and proper identification. 

 

11/22/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police believe a driver involved in a chase last night may have been drinking.  Police say the driver 

sped off during a traffic stop.  Officers started to chase him and about a minute later he lost control and 

rolled down an embankment near Luther and Washington.  Paramedics took him to Saint Francis hospital 

in critical condition.  Tonight he's been upgraded to fair condition.  The chase comes a week after three 

people died in a car chase involving the Kansas highway patrol.  One of the survivors, Teresa Phillips, 

remains in fair condition at a Wichita hospital.  The investigation into that crash is on-going. 

 

11/23/08 

10pm 

Police in Pratt say they'll release more information tomorrow about a suspicious death.  Officers found a 

woman's body in a home in the 6-hundred block of South High on Saturday while they were investigating a 

burglary.  They aren't saying how the woman died, only calling it suspicious.  An autopsy will be 

performed to determine an exact cause of death. 

 

11/24/08 

10pm 

It's been almost 20 years since police in Pratt investigated a homicide.  Tonight they want to know who 

killed a woman in her home.  Police found 48-year-old Alesia Dorris-Graham dead over the weekend.  

Investigators say she was brutally attacked.  They say, the attack was not random and they have a number 

of leads.  Police said Dorris-Graham lived alone in her ex-boyfriend's house; police have talked with him 

and say he's not suspect. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

She's in prison for shooting a Wichita abortion provider.  New tonight, with the help of an anti-abortion 

activist, she's asking president bush for a pardon.  Rachelle Shannon shot Doctor George Tiller twice 



 

 

outside his Wichita clinic in 1993.  She pleaded guilty to attacks at other abortion clinics around the 

country.  Shannon has 15 years left in prison but, Reverend Michael Bray is asking President Bush to 

pardon her before he leaves office.  He asks for support on his website where he also posted a letter to 

President Bush.  Bray says he's "requesting that you do right and free her."  He goes on to tell the president 

"those who hate you hate God as well. And they hate those who have stood for justice for the womb 

children."  It's the second pardon request Bray has filed for Shannon.  We're told its not likely President 

Bush will even consider it before he leaves office. 

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Breaking news tonight as violence breaks out in a Wichita neighborhood; emergency crews rush to the 

scene of a shooting and a stabbing on the same street.  It all happened just 45 minutes ago in the 15-

hundred block of East of Waterman, that's southeast of downtown.  2 people are hurt, 16 year old is in 

serious condition, stabbed, an 18 year old in critical, shot.  Both were taken to St. Francis.  911 received 

several calls from people in the area and police are talking with witnesses.   

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/27/08 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch in downtown Wichita where a man is attacked while going to celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  Police say someone hiding in the backseat stabbed the man as he got into his car in the 400-

block of North Emporia this morning.  The victim got away and called 911.  The attacker made off with the 

man's wallet.  Police say the victim suffered cuts to his head and stomach but is expected to be okay.  

Police are still looking for the attacker. 

 

11/28/08 

6pm 

They were looking for stolen computer software, but found a meth lab.  Great Bend Police say security 

software led them to a Hoisington home.  While they were searching the home, police uncovered the meth 

lab and a quantity of the drug.  They also found the laptop worth 9-thousand dollars.  One man was 

arrested.  His bond is set at 300-thousand dollars. 

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

Police say an upset customer stabbed a gas station clerk this morning.  The crime watch takes us 
to northeast Wichita where investigators say the customer attacked the 21-year-old clerk at 
Midway Oil.  That's near 21st and Woodlawn.  Doctors are treating the victim at a Wichita 
hospital; he's expected to recover.  The customer was gone by the time police arrived.  
Investigators want anyone who was in the area around nine-15 and may have seen something to 
contact police. 
 

12/01/08 

10pm 

He was driving drunk when he smashed into a 43-year-old man's car at 80 miles an hour.  This afternoon, a 

judge decides Adam Rhodes is guilty of murder.  Rhodes rear-ended 43-year-old Tio Bolan's car last March 

while Bolan was waiting to make a left turn at Pawnee and Hillside.  Last week, Rhodes pleaded guilty to 

DUI.  In his bench trial this morning, the judge convicted Rhodes of second degree murder instead of the 

other possible charge of manslaughter. 

 

12/02/08  

10pm 



 

 

It lasted an hour a 90-mile-an hour chase that ended with one officer in the hospital.  New at 10; police in 

Lawrence, Douglas County Deputies and highway patrol troopers are sorting out what happened.  The 

chase started after a burglary.  Officers put down spike strips but the woman driving the car went into a 

ditch instead running over an officer standing there.  One man witnessed it all; the officer's in stable 

condition.  Police finally arrested the woman after another officer rammed her car with a police cruiser. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 

They tried to stop shoplifters; new tonight...Wichita Police say two Wal-Mart employees ended up tazed.  

Police said the employees saw two women trying to leave the store at Kellogg and Greenwich with stolen 

items this afternoon.  When they tried to stop them one of the thieves pulls out a tazer; the workers weren't 

seriously hurt and they managed to hold on to the women until police arrived.  The thieves were booked 

into jail for theft and battery. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

Convicted of killing his pregnant girlfriend; a Wichita man will officially be sentenced tomorrow.  Chelsea 

Brooks was nine months pregnant when Elgin Robinson hired someone to kill her.  In October jurors 

recommended that Robinson is sentenced to life in prison sparing him from the death penalty.  Tomorrow 

morning a judge will official hand down that sentence; the judge must follow the jury's recommendation. 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

Emotions erupted this morning at Elgin Robinson's sentencing hearing.  Deputies dragged Robinson's 

mother from the courtroom after her outburst.  Robinson was convicted of having another man kill his 

pregnant girlfriend, 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks.  Several of Brooks' family members and friends had a 

chance to speak in court but Robinson again denied having anything to do with her murder.  Robinson will 

never be eligible for parole.  He is the third and final man sentenced to life in prison for the death of 

Chelsea Brooks. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

Wichita police look for three men they say attacked two people during a robbery in west Wichita.  It 

happened around eight last night in the 11-hundred block of West 16th.  Police say a 54-year-old man was 

hit in the head with a metal object.  Paramedics took him to the hospital in critical condition.  A second 

person suffered less serious injuries.  Police aren't sure if the victims knew their attackers. 

 

12/08/08 

10pm 

Two teenagers are arrested accused of beating and robbing a couple inside their home Friday night.  This 

was the scene near 16th and Salina after police said the teens hit the man and woman on the head with a 

baseball bat.  Neighbors say the area is usually quiet, and would never expect something like this.  Police 

say, the teens stole electronics and cash then drove to a gas station where they ditched some evidence.  

Police say they have them on security video.  Investigators say the victims' son went to high school with 

suspects. 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

New at 10…Federal prosecutors drop some charges against a man accused of setting his bar on fire.  Part of 

a plea deal admitting he tried to defraud an insurance company.  James Keller managed the Honky Tonk 

Bar in Haysville when a fire broke out back in 2006.  The fire caused more than half a million dollars in 



 

 

damages.  Keller pleaded guilty to mail fraud and wire fraud for trying to collect money from the bar's 

insurance company.  He will be sentenced in February. 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 

A school nurse loses her job while she's charged with stealing students' medication.  Tami Bradley was 

arrested last month.  Prosecutors say she stole medication she was supposed to give to students.  Tonight 

KSLA Radio tells us Salina school board members voted unanimously to end the district's contract with 

Bradley.  Bradley's charged with 15 counts including child endangerment. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

A preliminary test show whatever was in the suspicious letter sent to Governor Sebelius was not hazardous.  

A staffer at the governor's office at the statehouse opened the letter and discovered the white powder.  The 

Kansas Highway Patrol and health officials will do more tests.  Sebelius is just the latest governor to 

receive a suspicious letter.  Governors in at least all theses state got similar letters; none turned out to be 

dangerous so far. 

 

12/12/08 

10pm 

A CrimeWatch Alert for you tonight as Wichita Police investigates whether two rapes are connected.  The 

attacks happened just blocks apart in south Wichita.  On November 29
th

, police say someone attacked a 

woman as she walked to her car in the 9-hundred block of West 29th.  Police said a man sexually assaulted 

her.  Four days later another woman was attacked as she walked down South Seneca.  Police warn people 

in the area to stay alert and keep an eye out for anything out of the ordinary.  Both victims gave similar 

descriptions of the suspect; a white man around six feet tall weighing about 2-hundred pounds.  He's 

between 25 and forty years old with short dark hair.  If you any information about these cases you're asked 

to contact the Wichita Police. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch... around one this morning near Harry and I-35 in south Wichita.  That's where a 

driver narrowly missed being hit, not by another car but by bullets.  The driver sped off and called police 

from a nearby gas station.  His car was hit at least six times.  One of the bullets shattered a window cutting 

the driver.  Police are looking for the shooter and the suspect vehicle, a late 90's white Chevy Lumina. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

An early morning shooting sends a 16-year-old girl to a Wichita hospital.  It happened just before three in 

the 15-hundred block of North Chautauqua.  Police found the girl lying in the middle of the street.  She had 

been shot five times.  The teen's name has not been released.  Police have not made any arrests.  

Investigators are likely to release more information at a briefing tomorrow morning. 

 

12/15/08 

10pm 

Shots fired through a Wichita house.  And no one inside noticed until the next day.  It happened Saturday 

night at a home in the 26-hundred block of North Minnesota.  A seven year old girl inside complained 

about a deep cut on her foot.  Doctors figured out the girl had been shot.  Police say someone fired two 

rounds into the house.  One bullet went through a wall and into the girl's foot.  She's expected to be okay.  

Police say they're looking for 2 teenage suspects. 

 

12/16/08 

10pm 

Garden City Police are investigating the homicide of a teenage girl.  This 16 year olds body was found in a 

dumpster there this morning.  Julia Quintana was reported missing two days ago.  Police say a tip this 



 

 

morning led them to her body.  Detectives say they're following up on several leads.  If you have any 

information on the homicide call the garden city police department. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

This man is now charged with 70 counts of animal cruelty; Prosecutors say Jerry Southern from Wichita 

owned more than one hundred dogs across the border in Oklahoma.  Authorities found the Pit bulls cold, 

starving and chained-up.  They say most of the dogs will not be adoptable because they're becoming 

aggressive.  Southern's in jail in Kay County Oklahoma; prosecutors filed charges based on how many 

animals died or were badly malnourished. 

 

12/18/08 

6pm 

The Highway Patrol arrests a man after troopers say they found 550 pounds of marijuana in his truck.  

Police made the bust during a random truck inspection on the Turnpike in Emporia.  The trooper on the 

scene says he saw suspicious bundles in the truck's cab and smelled marijuana.  Police say the drugs were 

headed to Kansas City and Indianapolis.  The suspect is from Florida.  

 

12/19/08 

10pm 

A former Hutchinson man pleads guilty to throwing his wife to her death off a Kansas City balcony.  

Stanley Reimer entered the plea today and was sentenced to life in prison.  Prosecutors say the 52 year old 

Reimer threw his wife Criste from the balcony of their Kansas City apartment in August 2007 because he 

could no longer pay for her medical care.  According to court records, Criste has been in poor health for 

years and was partially blind.  She also had no health insurance and her medical bills cost 700 to 800 

dollars a week. 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/20/08 

10pm 

Now the latest on a story we told you about last night at ten; Wichita Police arrest a mother after her car is 

stolen with her child inside.  Someone stole the car around 8:30pm last night in the 400 block of North 

Clayton.  Police found the car and the child a few blocks to the west.  The child was okay.  Police say the 

woman went inside a friend's home for a few minutes and left the engine running.  She says the child was 

sleeping and she didn't want to wake him.  The mother faces a child endangerment charge.  Police have not 

arrested the car thief. 

 

12/22/08 

6pm 

We open the CrimeWatch tonight in Pratt where these two men made their first appearance in court today.  

Police arrested Dan Riendeau and Charles Denmark Wagner they have been accused of first degree murder.  

Prosecutors say they killed 48-year-old Alesia Dorris-Graham.  Her body was found inside her home by a 

health care-worker in November.  Investigators at the time said the attack on Graham was aggressive and 

brutal.  New information released today said her death was a result of a stabbing. 

 

12/23/08 

6pm 

This teen was in court today; Lyons police say 14 year old Layla Lee faked her own kidnapping.  They said 

she made the story about being held captive in a basement.  She was missing for 2-days in October, and a 

week later she confessed she made the whole thing up.  At her 1st appearance she was charged with falsely 

reporting a crime and obstructing official duty.  Her trial is scheduled for January 20th. 

 

12/24/08 



 

 

10pm 

A Wichita woman and police want your help tonight to find the suspect in an armed robbery.  This is who 

they're looking for.  Police say this woman abducted and robbed a shopper Friday night at gun point as she 

left Wichita's town east mall.  The victim says she was putting gifts in the back of her s-u-v when the 

woman flashed a semi-automatic hand gun and demanded she get in.  The suspect drove them to an ATM 

to withdraw money.  Then took the woman's purse and gifts in the car and left her on a road east of 

Wichita.  She says it could have happened to anyone.  Police say several leads came in after releasing the 

photo.  And here's another look at the suspect.  Police describe her as 20-25 years old... 5-6 with a slender 

build and a fair complexion.  She has long brown hair and an angular face.  If you know anything call 911 

or CrimeStoppers. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

An autopsy is finished on a woman found dead Christmas morning in her Hutchinson apartment.  But 

police are not saying how 30-year-old Sabrina Jones died.  Officers found Jones after a phone call they say 

concerned them.    Within hours, they arrested her husband for murder...he is now in the Reno County jail 

on one million dollars bond.  He could face charges as early as Monday.  Jones' three children were not at 

home when she was killed and are now with family members. 

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

A 16-year-old Wichita teen is recovering tonight after police say he was shot outside a nightclub.  The 

CrimeWatch takes us to the 26-hundred block of South Oliver around midnight.  Police say the teen was at 

a private concert at Club Jump Off when he got in a fight.  But the club's owner says she never let the teen 

in because he showed up as the concert was ending.  She says he and some others then started throwing 

bricks at the door.  When police arrived they told her someone had been shot.  Police are still looking for 

the suspect. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

An autopsy shows a woman involved in a deadly high speed chase last month was legally drunk.  The crash 

at 21st and Erie killed Jennifer Stilley.  Tests show Stilley's blood alcohol level was point one-eight; more 

than twice the legal limit.  A trooper tried pulling her over for speeding on I-135 but Stilley didn't stop.  

The chase ended when she crashed into another car at the intersection.  Two women in that car, Mia 

Alberson and Peggy King were killed.   Police have not said how fast Stilley was going at the time of the 

crash.  But the trooper clocked her at 83 miles per hour on the interstate. 

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

An inmate in police custody simply walks out of the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  And now officers 

across the county are looking for him.  Here's his picture; he's about 5'11, 165 pounds, with brown hair and 

brown eyes, last seen wearing a long sleeved blue shirt and jeans.  Sheriff Bob Hinshaw says he walks with 

a pronounced limp.  The sheriff also says he'll be doing a thorough review of how Kaub managed to escape 

after he's caught.  Kaub was brought in on a deprivation of property charge; the sheriff says he was joy 

riding.  Kkaub escaped while Derby officers questioned him about a theft a couple of weeks ago. 

 

12/30/08 

10pm 

A dozen sheriff's deputies spend the day looking for this man; tonight, 53-year-old Ronnie Kaub is still on 

the loose.  He just walked out of the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  Wichita Police arrested Kaub earlier 



 

 

this week on a joyriding warrant.  Yesterday, Derby Police asked to talk with him about a theft case.  Two 

Derby detectives left Kaub alone in this room for as many as seven minutes.  The interview room is only a 

few feet away from an exit stairwell.  The Sheriff's Department does not have a policy requiring other law 

enforcement agencies to keep an eye on inmates at all times.  The Sheriff Department plans to review 

policy once it catches Kaub.  Eyewitness news has asked for courthouse surveillance video which shows 

Kaub walking out of the building.  So far, we haven't received an official response from the county. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

Federal Marshals seize the clinic of a Haysville doctor and his wife.  Prosecutors say Doctor Stephen 

Schneider with the help of his wife over-prescribed medication to patients.  Many of those patients later 

died.  The Federal Government seized the property citing back taxes and the fact that the building has been 

empty since the Schneider‟s' arrest a year ago.  Their trial begins in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

A break in the disappearance of millionaire adventurer Steve Fossett; police confirm say a hiker found 

Fossett's ID and one thousand dollars in the mountains; about 140 miles from where Fossett took off.  Now, 

a new search will start for any signs of his plane's wreckage.  Fossett vanished a year ago on a solo flight 

over Nevada desert.  He was the first man to fly around the world alone without refueling.  He took off 

from the Salina airport for the record breaking trip. 

 

10/02/08 

10pm 

Investigators say the crash was so severe they doubtful anyone could walk away from it.  Now tonight-it 

appears Steve Fossett didn't.  Late last night crews found the wreckage of his plane in the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains more than a year after the adventurer disappeared.  Late today, 50-searchers and five canine 

teams searching the debris found remains in the wreckage.  Fossett vanished a year ago on a solo flight 

over Nevada desert.  Monday a hiker found Fossett's ID and one thousand dollars cash.  The wreckage was 

just a quarter mile away.  Fossett was the first man to fly around the world alone without refueling.  He 

took off from the Salina airport for the record breaking trip. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

Investigators are trying to figure out what caused millionaire Steve Fossett's deadly plane crash.  Fossett 

held many aviation records including one he completed with the help of K-State Salina.  Evan Beckman 



 

 

worked with Fossett on three world flights including his solo non-stop round-the-world flight in 2005.  

Beckman says he wants Fossett to be remembered for his accomplishments and not the mystery 

surrounding his death.  Beckman worked as a liaison to make sure the students were doing what Fossett and 

his team expected. 

 

10/04/08 

10pm 

The pups, pooches, and hounds were out in packs today celebrating peace and love at Woof-Stock.  The 

event always draws hundreds of pet lovers and of course their pets.  There is live music, games and even a 

best dressed dog contest.  All the money raised goes to help the Kansas Humane Society and its 16 

thousand animals it will help find homes for this year.  Woof-Stock raised 210 thousand dollars by late this 

afternoon. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

One Wichita judge calls domestic violence the most significant danger to the community but many don't 

take it seriously; until someone is hurt or killed.  This ceremony tonight remembers the victims of domestic 

violence-and reaffirms the decision some make to leave an abusive relationship.  One survivor shared her 

story and said having people support her made the difference.  Catholic Charities harbor house shelters 

women who've left an abusive relationship.  Find a link through our website at www.kwch.com look under 

Local News. 

 

10/07/08 

10pm 

Drivers say it's one of the worst areas in Wichita.  If you drive near I-235 and Zoo Boulevard on your daily 

commute you know traffic can back up.  Now the city may build a new bridge connecting 13th street to 235 

to help traffic flow.  During the busiest times about 3000 cars an hour go through here.  The city has 

studied this area for years trying to come up with a solution.  City councilman Jeff Longwell says finally 

after all this time the answer is clear.  He says building a bridge connecting 13th street to 235 would cut 

down traffic in this area by a third.  The bridge does not impact any homes; that's been a problem with past 

ideas.  The projected cost about 50 million dollars.  Longwell says another benefit of building a bridge like 

this drivers wouldn't have to put up with additional construction while it's going up.  This is not a done 

deal; the city council still needs to approve it.  But before it even comes to them for vote citizens have a 

chance to weigh in.  The city will hold a series of community meetings to see what people think.  The first 

one is tomorrow night.     

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

The city of Wichita is getting a lot like David Letterman with all the top ten lists we've made.  The latest 

Wichita's Old Town is named one of the best great neighborhoods.  The American Planning Association 

put old town on its top ten.  City officials said it's an example of what can be done with good planning and 

partnerships with businesses.  The American Planning Association recognized city leaders like Mayor Carl 

Brewer and former Mayor Bob Knight for their vision.  This year alone Wichita was named the strongest 

real estate marker in the country, the second best place for jobs and last year it was named the second best 

place to relocate a family. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

Underwater searchers find the body of a missing Saline County man.  Mitchell, Mike Likins Junior has 

been missing since early last month.  The investigation lead searchers to the McPherson State fishing Lake.  

Sonar equipment detected a car in the lake; crews pulled it out this morning.  Likins family said his body 

was inside the vehicle.  Likins body has been sent to Wichita for an autopsy.  Investigators won't say if foul 

play was involved, but do say the night likens disappeared he was involved in a fight. 
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10/11/08 

8am 

The city of Wichita celebrates being one of the country's best.  The American Planning Association put Old 

Town in its top 10 list.  The city put on a party to celebrate Friday.  There was live music in Old Town 

square and food from the area's restaurants.  The people of Wichita seem to agree with Old Town getting 

the award.  They say it's become an entertainment district where people can come together and enjoy 

themselves.  City officials say the award is an example of what can be done with good planning and 

partnerships with businesses. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

We could know the fate of the Wichita Greyhound Park this week; possibly tomorrow.  A hearing is 

scheduled for Monday to determine if the park gets to keep its operating license.  The park closed last year 

after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible to stay 

open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are important to 

the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will find someone 

who will. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

We could know the fate of the Wichita Greyhound Park this week; possibly tomorrow.  A hearing is 

scheduled for Monday to determine if the park gets to keep its operating license.  The park closed last year 

after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible to stay 

open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are important to 

the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will find someone 

who will. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

Derby will soon start looking for a new Police Chief.  The city council tonight accepted the resignation of 

Jay Reyes.  Reyes took a leave of absence from the job in September; then last week said he was resigning.  

He didn't give a reason-but the separation agreement approved by the council says it was voluntary and no 

adverse employment actions were pending.  Deputy Chief Doug Chambers will continue as interim chief in 

Derby.  The city expects to name a new chief in 4 to six months. 
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10/15/08 

5pm 

Neighbors try to keep a dirt excavating operation out of their area.  But Sedgwick County commissioners 

still approve the project at 151st Street West and Pawnee.  The developer told commissioners today he will 

use the site to dig dirt for construction projects.  Neighbors spoke at the meeting...saying they're worried 

about traffic, pollution and noise.  After a long discussion commissioners voted to allow the conditional use 

permit.  They did limit the dirt excavation from six in the morning until six at night. 

 

10/16/08 

6pm 

Hundreds of Kansas National Guardsmen return home this weekend.  The 2-hundred-60 soldiers spent the 

past year in Iraq guarding convoys and providing logistical support.  The 1st Battalion, 161st Field Artillery 



 

 

units will be welcomed home Saturday with a ceremony at Century II; the event starts at eleven.  The unit 

includes soldiers from Wichita, Dodge City and Kingman. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

October is breast cancer awareness month.  People in Topeka are marking the event with an unusual 

display.  A group of local businesses laid 8-hundred bras out across the Kansas River today.  The display is 

designed to raise awareness about the disease.  Organizers say their goal is to get people's attention.  Money 

from the promotion will go to a clinic for low income and uninsured people. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

Voters head to the polls in 16 days and Eyewitness News wants you to have all the facts before casting 

your ballot.  To help we will air this week's debate between Senator Pat Roberts and former Congressman 

Jim Slattery in its entirety.  We will broadcast the debate tonight at 11:0pm on KWCH TV 12.  Catch a 

rebroadcast tomorrow at 3:00pm KANSAS CW, channel 33 or cable channel 5. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Authorities closed roads in Reno and Rice Countiesy due to minor street flooding.  In Reno County, 56th 

avenue is closed near Wilson and Pennington roads.  82nd Avenue is also blocked off near Vaggy Road.  

This is due to a rise in water levels in the cow creek.  It should crest sometime tonight.  There are also 

limited closures in parts of Rice County.  Authorities remind drivers not to go around barricades and to 

avoid high water areas. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

The strike is no doubt getting a little old for everybody and as the weather gets chillier it won't be much fun 

standing out here on the picket line.  After Calling off talks last week Boeing has confirmed that a federal 

mediator has requested that talks resume with the Machinists Union.  The union says it was solidarity 

among the strikers that brought the company back to the bargaining table.  Last month the company 

reported about 30 fewer airplane deliveries because of the strike.  The shutdown is costing the company 

100 million dollars a day which has added up to four and a half billion so far.  Boeing put out a statement 

saying they want to resolve the strike in a way that rewards their employees while they retain their ability to 

compete in a dynamic and challenging market.  For their part the 750 machinists in Wichita and more than 

25 thousand in the Pacific Northwest have been forgoing an average salary of 56-thousand dollars a year 

getting just 150 dollars a week in strike pay.  Boeing machinists say pay is not the issue; the sticking points 

are more job security and a better medical insurance deal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

The economy only makes the holidays tougher for charities; as we first told you last night Interfaith 

Ministries kicked off its Operation Holiday this morning.  The goal is to raise 290-thousand dollars and to 

help at least 750 more people this year.  The charity said it will have to help people dealing with higher 

food and utility bills. 

 

10/22/08 

6pm 



 

 

One way streets will become two way and intersections will be improved surrounding the downtown arena.  

Sedgwick County commissioners vote to spend nine million dollars on the construction.  The money will 

come from the arena sales tax fund.  It will make changes to five different streets including Topeka.  

Wichita was going to cover some of the expenses but changed its mind when the county voted against the 

arena T.I.F. district.  The city will now pay for storm sewers in the area.  Commissioners say now that 

getting to and from the arena is taken care of they want to focus on parking.  The parking committee is still 

meeting to work out specific details.   

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

What's the matter with Kansas?  It's a question posed in a best-selling book.  And now, it's been made into a 

documentary.  The premiere kicked off Wichita's Tall Grass Film Festival.  This year, the festival hopes to 

double its audience and bring 10 thousand people to Tallgrass.  There are more than 100 films showing this 

weekend in addition to what‟s The Matter with Kansas.  Organizers say the big coup is how many film 

entries it received this year more than 500, compared to last year's 300.  They say the secret is to be 

stubborn about their marketing.  To find a list of the films showing at tall grass this weekend, log onto our 

website at www.kwch.com  

 

10/24/08 

5pm 

The cost to heat your home will probably go up next year, but not as much as it could have.  Westar says it 

needs to increase its rates to help pay for new power plants, wind farms and to repair damage left by ice 

storms.  Originally Westar asked for a 15 percent increase.  Today the company announced it and the 

groups against the increase have agreed to an 11 percent rate hike.  The Kansas Corporation Commission 

still needs to approve it.  A Westar spokesperson tells us that will probably happen in January.  Eyewitness 

News asked how much an 11% increase will raise the average user‟s bill each month.  Westar told us it 

does not have the figure yet, but expects to soon. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

The Boeing machinist strike enters its 50th day tomorrow and still no deal.  Both sides are meeting in 

Washington DC in hopes of reaching an agreement on a new contract.  The main point of contention 

remains job security.  The union wants a guarantee work won't be out-sourced.  Boeing isn't willing to 

make that guarantee.  A Federal mediator is conducting the new round of talks. 

 

10/27/08 

6pm 

This November, residents of one western Kansas County will vote on whether they want increased rainfall.    

Hamilton County has been part of the Western Kansas Weather Modification program for 23 years.  The 

program's goal is to reduce hail, and enhance rainfall by seeding clouds form April to September.  

Participating counties help fund the program by paying 5-point-2 cents per acre for farm land, and 2-point-

2 cents per acre for range land.  The county commissioner usually decides whether or not to participate, but 

this year Hamilton County residents will have their say.  10 Kansas counties are currently participating in 

the program. 
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10/28/08 

10pm 

Plans are changing for Wichita's water walk.  Now city council members have to decide whether to okay 

them.  The new plans call for the entertainment area to be moved closer to the river; developers worry 
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about noise near the condos and the city thought an amphitheater and water features would be better near 

the water.  The city also wants to put out a request for proposals on what to do with the boathouse.  The 

council will officially vote on these new plans later this year. 

 

10/29/08 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight; on a story we were first to bring you last night.  Park City is one of several 

Kansas towns to get money from a class-action lawsuit because of pollution to the drinking water.  The 

town's wells took in the gas additive MTBE after it leaked from gas station tanks.  Park City shut down its 

wells and lost its water rights.  The town's administrator says he joined the lawsuit because he thought it 

had merit.  Park City's never had a report of anyone getting sick because of MTBE.  The town received six-

point-one million dollars.  Dodge City got one million.  And Bel Aire received nearly 93-thousand dollars. 

 

10/30/08 

10pm 

Still smoldering after three days and now police say teenagers started a fire that burned down a Winfield 

playground.  A 17-year-old boy faces an arson charge and two other teens are charged with obstruction 

because of this scene.  Eyewitnesses told police they saw the teens at Island Park Monday.  Investigators 

say, the teens started a small pile on fire but the flames quickly got out of control.  Winfield residents are 

still in disbelief.  The teens are now in the custody of their parents and investigators say they seem to regret 

what happened. 

 

10/31/08 

5pm 

Another Central Kansas food-bank says it prepared for tough economic times like this but it meant 

rationing.  The Salina emergency aid food-bank nearly ran out of food this time last year.  And says it's not 

getting any easier.  Right now, the Salina food-bank's supply is fine, but only because it made major cuts.  

While the food-bank says it's doing fine, it is seeing more people this year and is always in need of more 

donations. 

 

11/01/08 

6pm 

The Kansas food-bank is helping feed more people than ever before.  Today, Eyewitness News helped out 

the food bank with harvest of hope.  Anchor Cindy Klose was at the food-bank to help them collect food.  

So far, this year, the Food Bank has given out 20 percent more food than it did at this time last year.  The 

food bank also gives students food on the weekends that usually go hungry without school lunches.  When 

the program started five years ago, about 30 students received the food.  Now more than 4,000 receive food 

bags in 60 school districts. 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

Engines rev up for the annual Toys for Tots motorcycle run.  Bikers brought unwrapped gifts for needy 

children; then rode their bikes from Lawrence Dumont to the Kansas Coliseum.  The event collected more 

than 8-thousand toys.  Toys for Tots are in its 29th year and are hosted by the United States Marines Corps.  

To find out more go to the On-Air links sections of www.kwch.com  

 

11/03/08 

6pm 

A big construction project is about to begin in East Wichita.  There's a meeting going on right now to let 

residents know about the city's plan to widen 21st Street between K-96 and 159th Street East.  The project 

starts next week but it won't be over until June 2010.  The city says businesses will still have access to the 

street despite the construction. 

 

 COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

11/05/08 
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10pm 

A mid-season shake-up in K-state's football program; head coach Ron Prince will no longer be wearing 

Power Cat purple.  This comes after losing 4 of the last 5 open conference games, including to KU.  Prince 

has less than 3 seasons under his belt as K-States head coach.  He'll resign at the end of the season.  Bruce 

will have more on this story later in sports. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

Valley Center has a new city administrator and it's a name Wichitans may remember.  We confirmed 

tonight Valley Center has hired George Kolb on an interim basis.  Kolb resigned from the city of Wichita 

last year citing philosophical differences.  Valley Center voted to hire Kolb until a permanent replacement 

if found. 

 

11/07/08 

10pm 

The Wichita city council met this afternoon without filling the city manager position.  Members talked 

about the five men interviewed for the job this week.  The council will meet again tomorrow in hopes of 

making a decision.  The city manager position has been filled on an interim basis since George Kolb left at 

the start of the year.  You can watch our interviews with the candidates at www.kwch.com 

 

11/08/08 

9am 

The city of Wichita says it was trying to find a way to host a national bowling tournament.  But yesterday 

the city was told it's too late.  The United States Bowling Congress says it's chosen a new location for its 

2011 tournament.  It's the same tourney Wichita won, then lost, then re-bid for.  The Bowling Congress 

started looking for a new place after it cancelled its plans recently in Orlando.  The city says it was close to 

creating a workable solution but the space the tournament needs in Wichita is already booked during those 

dates. 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

On Saturday the Wichita city council narrowed the list of five candidates for city manager to three.  The 

one Wichitans are probably most familiar with is Bill Buchanan; as Sedgwick County Manager Bill 

Buchanan is closely involved with the new downtown arena.  Buchanan worked with business leaders, the 

city council and others to come up with a way to pay for the arena and decide where it would be built.  He's 

also been critical of the project at times.  This summer Buchanan criticized a plan to create a special tax 

district around the arena that would help pay for street improvements.  Buchanan would like to see the city 

manager take a greater role in helping areas that are struggling financially.  Robert Layton is the city 

manager in Urbandale, Iowa.  The population of the city has nearly doubled during his 25-years there.  

Urbandale's mayor tells the Des Moines Register Layton's accounting and budgeting skills have put city on 

a sound footing financially.  Members of Urbandale's city council praise Layton's ability to see the big 

picture.  The third candidate is Skip Noe.  He resigned as the City Manager of Corpus Christi, Texas earlier 

this year.  Noe oversaw the completion a 147-square mile wireless network covering the entire city.   He 

told Texas Technology Magazine “Someday cities will view Wi-Fi as a key part of their infrastructure... 

Just like streets or water lines.”  That might explain Noe's excitement over Wichita's continued expansion.  

Improvements     City consultants went back seven years but the council wants to know if the background 

searches can go even further.  They want to know things like why they left previous positions. 

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

Sedgwick County wants to know if it‟s legal to charge jail fees.  New at 10 commissioners will vote 

Wednesday whether to send the issue to court.  The county started charging fees in January hoping to cut 

down on inmates being held on municipal charges.  Eight cities including Wichita haven't paid the bills.  To 

see how much your community may owe go to our website www.kwch.com  
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11/11/08 

10pm 

40 years after he was shot down in Vietnam a Kansas Marine is coming home.  Lance Corporal Kurt 

Laplant was listed as missing in action until this September when DNA tests identified his remains at the 

site where his helicopter went down in 1968.  Military excavation teams also turned up his dog tags.  The 

Laplant family held the service Kurt planned "just in case" before he left for Vietnam.  This time, they're 

going to Arlington Cemetery.  Laplant's sister says his story shows the military will never leave one of its 

own behind and the millions of dollars it takes to find just one man is important. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

One strike has ended now Boeing and another union work to avoid a strike like the machinists.  SPEEA 

covers engineers and technical workers.  It's currently in negotiations with Boeing in the Seattle area.  

Boeing says the union and the company still disagree over money issues and will continue talks tomorrow.  

Negotiations will start for Wichita members on Monday.  A local SPEEA representative tells us they have a 

separate contract but still watch how things are handled there. 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Scene of a massive fire two and a half weeks ago; tonight Winfield's Island Park is decked out for the 

holidays.  In the past the isle of lights display surrounded a playground.  Now it surrounds a patch of dirt.  

Teenagers started the fire that destroyed the playground.  This year money raised from the drive-through 

displays will go toward rebuilding the playground.  Winfield's fire chief says the new playground likely 

won't include cut up tire fragments on the ground which he says fueled the all consuming fire. 

 

11/15/08 

10pm 

More than three-dozen Kansas children have permanent homes tonight.  Hugs and tears filled Exploration 

Place this morning as area families finalized adoptions.  Some waited for years for this day.  Youthville 

sponsored the event as part of National Adoption Day.  For parents it was a quick and easy way to let their 

foster children know they belong.  Thirty-eight children were adopted in just three hours this morning.  

There are more than 850 children in Kansas awaiting adoption 350 of those are in Sedgwick county. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Supporters of gay marriage lined Main Street in Wichita this afternoon.  Dozens of people came out to 

oppose Proposition Eight.  That's the California measure banning gay marriage.  Voters approved the 

measure on Election Day.  Opponents said the measure violates people's civil rights.  Members of Topeka's 

Westboro Baptist Church also protested downtown.  They support banning gay marriage. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Boeing and its Seattle engineers have a tentative agreement… new at 10, Wichita engineers begin their 

negotiations.  SPEEA represents about 700 employees here and their contract expires December 5
th

; it 

covers mostly work on military projects.  SPEEA leaders in Wichita are watching developments in the 

northwest.  Union members there will vote on the offer by mail December 1st is their deadline to turn in 

their ballots. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

He was picked to be Wichita's next city manager; but tonight Robert Layton said he's concerned.  That's 

because the mayor and two council members voted against hiring him.  Layton has been the City Manager 

in Urbandale Iowa for 24 years.  He said he loves Wichita and wants the job but has questions for the 

mayor.  Layton says once a contract is negotiated he'd have to give Urbandale 60 days notice. 
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11/20/08 

10pm 

It's been a week and still no sign of a missing man from South Hutchinson.  Police there say the last place 

Shawn Burditt was seen was at an ATV trail across from Carey Park.  Police and other investigators 

searched miles in this area this week on the water, on land and even with a plane but they've found nothing.  

Burditt's friends and family are concerned because they said Burditt has seizures and gets disoriented.  

Police say they have no reason to think foul play is involved.  If you have know anything call 911. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

If you're traveling for Thanksgiving we want to help you plan for the trip.  On Monday evening, call our 

Storm Team Twelve Travel hotline.  Tell us where you're headed and we'll tell you what conditions to 

expect along the way.  That's Monday from 4pm to7pm right here on KWCH-TV. 

 

11/22/08 

10pm 

The Kansas Sports Hall of Fame is looking for more members.  Today the hall held a membership drive.  

Back in August the museum was nearly evicted from its location in Old Town.  Businessman Bill Koch 

saved it by donating one-hundred thousand dollars to help the hall pay rent.  Hall of Fame officials also 

hope to get state funding because they consider the museum a state entity. 

 

11/23/08 

10pm 

Bill Snyder will return to the sidelines for K-State in 2009.  The reports first surfacing from the Wichita 

Eagle less than an hour ago and Eyewitness Sports has since confirmed that.  Snyder served 17 seasons in 

that same capacity, orchestrating one of the great turn-arounds in college football history leading K-State 

from the bottom of the heap to national power in a matter of years.  He stepped down following the 2005 

season.  Snyder rehire will be formally announced tomorrow morning at 10 am.   

 

11/24/08 

10pm 

If you don't get a Christmas card from grandma this year don't just assume she forgot about you.  Her 

holiday wishes may have been hijacked by a mail thief!  Stephanie Cowman is among the victims in Butler 

County.  Both her incoming and outgoing mail has been swiped.  That included a check she was sending to 

the mortgage company and a bill from the electric co-op she never received.  Other neighbors have reported 

similar thefts.  The Butler County Sheriff is investigating.  It's not clear whether the incidents have resulted 

in financial loss or identity theft.  Go to www.kwch.com and click on the link next to this story for 

information on how to protect your mail from thieves. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

Recycle and you can reap rewards.  That's the idea behind a new plan coming to Sedgwick County next 

year.  Waste Connections and a company called recycle-bank announced the program today.  Its curb-side 

recycling like many other programs but here he truck has a scale and weighs what you recycle.  Then 

recycle-bank turns that weight into coupons and gift-cards from dozens of stores.  The program's set to start 

in February and costs about four dollars a month. 

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Charities expect big crowds tomorrow for their Thanksgiving dinners.  The Lord's Diner is preparing turkey 

for more than 5-hundred guests tomorrow.  People say overall, this has been the busiest November since 

they've been open.  The economy may be to blame but their job is to help all of their guests have a happy 

Thanksgiving. 
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11/27/08 

10pm 

Volunteers did their part to make sure everyone had a home-cooked meal this Thanksgiving.  Wichita's 

Lord's Diner was ready for more than 500-guests.  And while volunteers don't think that many showed up 

they say those who did made their job worthwhile.  The staff says it's seen an increase in visitors looking 

for a warm meal this month.  But they say tonight was a slow night, possibly because so many other groups 

were serving dinner as well. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

If your holiday guests threw their leftovers the garbage disposal there's a good chance you had another 

visitor today.  The day after Thanksgiving is traditionally the busiest day of the year for plumbers.  

Plumbers say don't dump cooking grease, poultry skin, and potato peels down the drain.  Roto Rooter says 

calls increase nearly 50 percent on black Friday.  The entire holiday weekend brings about 20 percent more 

calls than usual. 

 

11/29/08 

9am 

If you're out shopping today in Wichita you can ride the bus free.  Residents can park their vehicles and 

take the bus from 7-30 this morning to 5-30 this afternoon.  Wichita transit hopes the free rides encourage 

people to start riding the bus on a regular basis.  There are 17 fixed routes and more than 2-point-5 million 

people ride annually. 

 

11/30/08 

10pm 

You'll see quite a sight in the southwest sky tonight.  This is what Venus and Jupiter look like outside our 

studios in northeast Wichita.  Venus is the brighter of the two planets.  Be sure to check them out tonight or 

tomorrow.  The next time the planets will be this close is 2011.   

 

12/02/08 

6pm 

Troops overseas will get a special gift from Kansas residents this holiday season.  For two months, KFDI 

has gathered items for the Christmas in a Box program.  Today workers brought more than 200 boxes filled 

with gifts to the Andover post office, shipped them off to Iraq and Afghanistan.  The radio station collected 

about 9-thousand pounds of items all for Kansas soldiers.  Also included are letters from children.  Local 

sponsors, listeners, schools and clubs helped pay to ship them. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight from haven where the town wants to be named a neighborhood revitalization 

district.  Now we learn the Reno county commission voted against the idea.  The plan would have given tax 

rebates to anyone who builds in the city or renovates their house or business.  Others towns along K-96 

already have such programs. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

It's now official; plans for a Sumner County casino start over.  Today the racing and gaming commission 

voted to reject Harrah's.  It was a technicality in order to reopen the process after Harrah's pulled out 

because of the economy.  The state will now take new applications from developers; proposals must be 

worth at least 225 million dollars.  The state will publish applications January first and developers will have 

90 days to turn in their plans. 
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12/05/08 

6pm 

The Kansas Aviation Museum hopes to improve its building and with the city's help it might be possible.  

The City Council gave 75-thousand dollars to the museum for an engineering study on its building.  The 

study will focus on upgrading the electrical and mechanical systems.  Right now, only 20 percent of the 

building has heating and air.   The director of the museum says they also need new bathrooms and an 

elevator.  He says with the improvements they'll be able to open new exhibits, and utilize empty space for 

events like wedding receptions.  Smith says they've already made some renovations on the building and 

even set up a new exhibit.  He hopes that once the museum has heating and air...they'll be able to put out 

even more artifacts for people to see.  

 

12/06/08 

6pm 

There will be some happy kids this Christmas when they find a new bike under the tree.  About 270 bikes 

were handed out to the Salvation Army and Wichita police.  The new wheels came from a group called 

Bikes for Tots.   They collect the bikes each year to give out at Christmas.  Today the bikes were in a 

parade down Seneca to celebrate the group‟s accomplishment.   

 

12/07/08 

10pm 

When it comes to Christmas trees; if you want to go green this holiday season-head to a tree lot; a study by 

K-state found real trees are actually better for the environment than artificial ones.  That's because real trees 

can be recycled and clean the air.  The study says fake trees end up in landfills and after years of use can 

release harmful lead dust.  The Windy Knoll Christmas Tree Farm in Derby says it's seen a steady increase 

in customers over the last few years. 

 

12/08/08 

10pm 

Preparing for winter weather may sound obvious but road crews tell us snow often catches drivers off 

guard.  So tonight K=DOT is trying to stay ahead of the storm.  K-DOT had salt bins ready this morning, 

tonight trucks are gassed up.  Crews are on standby but aren't set to come in at a certain time since it‟s hard 

to predict when the roads will get bad.  Public Affairs Manager, Tom Hein says now it‟s a waiting game.  

Hein asks drivers to give themselves more travel time in the morning, slow down and all extra time to stop. 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

A Wichita redevelopment project is on hold.  The city council postponed a vote today after learning about 

financial issues with one of the developers.  Council member Jim Skelton says he had no idea the developer 

for the renaissance square project owed back taxes and had several law suits filed against him.  He says 

when he asked about potential financing issues...city staff told him there were none.  The council gave the 

project initial approval last week.  Tonight Skelton says city staff's research was incomplete.  The council 

will vote on the project next week. 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 



 

 

Breaking news tonight...new information the case of a missing teenager; investigators say they've found the 

body of 16 year old Olivia Stucky.  They'd been looking for her since she left her Moundridge home 

Monday morning.  She didn't take her purse with her and she left her phone and a note at a friend‟s house.  

Someone spotted the teen's car tonight just over the rice county line.  Investigators tell us Stucky's death is 

undetermined until an autopsy is completed.  Rice County and the KBI are now investigating.  Count on us 

to bring you more information as we get it. 
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12/11/08 

10pm 

They live on opposite ends of the earth but their worlds collided when disaster struck.  New tonight...they 

have formed a partnership.  Greensburg's Mayor, City Administrator, school Superintendent and Chamber 

of Commerce President are just back from a week in China.  They visited a city in Sichuan Province that 

was reduced to ruins by an earthquake in May.  That disaster happened almost exactly one year after the 

tornado that leveled Greensburg.  The goal of the visit was to share information about rebuilding in an eco-

friendly way and to offer encouragement.   Eighty eight thousand people died in the China quake.  A 

delegation from China plans to visit Greensburg next summer. 

 

12/12/08 

10pm 

Catholic Charities helped more than three-hundred families today; giving them food, clothing and toys.  

The Christmas Sharing Program targets people who receive little government assistance, but still need 

financial help.  Besides what's carted out organizers want families to receive something special from the 

experience.  Catholic Charities coordinates with other local organizations so services aren't duplicated.  

Organizers say that way - they're able to help more people. 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

A big celebration for a Wichita original; for 50 years people from all over the world have enjoyed Pizza 

Hut.  The restaurant celebrated its golden anniversary today.  The first pie came out of the oven right here 

in Wichita.  The restaurant opened in 1958 in a small bar near Kellogg and Bluff.  The building was later 

moved to the Wichita State campus. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

If you're still not sure if you're ready for the digital transition here's a way to find out.  This week KWCH 

will run a test for viewers in the area highlighted on this map, including Wichita, Hutchinson and Salina.  

Watch Wednesday at the end of our 6pm newscast.  We'll turn off our analog signal for thirty seconds so 

you can see if your TV will work after we're required to turn it off permanently in February.  For technical 

reasons this test won't include western Kansas or the Kansas CW.  Learn how the digital transition affects 

you at www.kwch.com/dt-v or call our D-TV hotline Wednesday night. 

 

12/16/08 

10pm 

New at ten ....most of the Pit bulls rescued from just over the state line in Oklahoma won't be adoptable.  

The Kay County Sheriff's Department said most of them will have to be put down.  Authorities say at first 

the dogs were so hungry and thirsty they welcomed anyone helping them.  But now, after getting stronger, 

the Sheriff's Department said the dogs are becoming aggressive with handlers and other animals.  More 

than 100 Pit bulls were found at the farm.  The dogs belong to a Wichita man banned from owning dogs in 

Kansas. 

 

12/17/08 
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10pm 

Both sides agree it's time to stop drunk driving; but one organization disagrees on how law enforcement 

should do that.  The American Beverage Institute says DUI checkpoints are inefficient and catch few drunk 

drivers compared to the manpower police use.  Instead, the organization says police should use saturation 

patrols where officers roam general areas looking for erratic and drunk drivers.  Wichita police use both 

strategies and say the important part is simply doing something to stop drunk driving.  Wichita Police say 

this year; they conducted two dozen DUI checkpoints and saturation patrols.  The Sedgwick County 

Sheriff's Office plans eleven for next year. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

12/18/08 

10pm 

People in Northeast Wichita and in a nearby town are in the cold and the dark tonight.  We're following a 

developing story of a power outage that stretches from northeast Wichita to Kechi.  Our crews were out 

during the outage and caught it just as power was restored in some parts of the area.  Westar believes the 

problem started when some equipment failed; Westar crews were out quickly.  At first Westar said 22-

hundred customers were affected but now only about 500 are without electricity.  They're in this area 

between 22nd and 29th Street North and between Hillside and Oliver. 

 

12/19/08 

10pm 

If you're not leaving until next week call our travel hotline; Storm Team 12, KFDI and The Wichita Eagle 

will be here answer your questions.  What will the drive be like, what kind of clothes should I bring?  Get 

the answers Monday from 4pm-7pm.  

 

12/20/08 

10pm 

This holiday season we're showcasing light displays around Kansas.  You can find tonight's display in the 

7-hundred block of west Ash in El Dorado.  Log on to www.kwch.com/lights to join in the fun.  There you 

can send us a photo of your favorite display.  You can also check out others across the state.  Light up the 

holidays on kwch.com  

 

12/21/08 

10pm 

A new study is out on the tornado that destroyed most of the town of Greensburg in May 2007.  The 

tornado had a damage track about a mile wide and was listed as an Ef-5, the strongest there is.  The study 

shows Kansas saw more twisters that night than initially thought--and some were unusually strong.  22 

twisters touched down in Southern and Central Kansas and all were a part of the storm system that 

produced the Greensburg tornado.  11 people died in the Greensburg tornado; researchers now believe it 

will go down as the strongest tornado on record. 

 

12/22/08 

5pm 

The Kansas Cosmosphere is still drying out; three days after a water main break flooded the basement.  We 

have the latest on the situation for you tonight.  So far crews have taken more than 14-thousand gallons of 

water out of the basement; enough to fill three backyard pools.  The pipe burst next door at Hutchinson 

Community College.  A spokesperson for the Cosmosphere says it could be a while before the space 

museum sees any insurance money;   she says insurance companies for the college and the construction 

company doing work in the area disagree over who's going to pay. 

 

12/24/08 

6pm 
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If you haven't gotten a Christmas tree believe it or not it‟s not too late.  This tree lot is run by the Boy 

Scouts near 47th and Broadway still has more than 70 of them.  And they're giving them away for free.  

The Boy Scouts have sold trees there for eleven years.  But they've never had this many left over and they 

think it‟s because of the economy.  The Boy Scout sells trees as a way to raise money to go to summer 

camp.  But this year they'll have to take a  

600. loss.  The free tree lot will be open until nine tonight.  You can find them in the parking lot of Daddy's 

Money Pawn Shop just south of 47th and Broadway. 
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12/25/08 

10pm 

They're one of the few area restaurants open on Christmas.  But this Newton diner wasn't looking for 

business.  The owner of CJ‟s Pancake House served Christmas meals for free today.  Almost 4-hundred 

people came to eat ham, turkey, stuffing, and more.  CJ used to not accept any money for the meal but he's 

recently found a good use for the donations.  The restaurant ran out of food by one this afternoon.  This is 

the seventh year for the free Christmas meal. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

The shopping, wrapping, and driving from store to store is over.  Now it's time to enjoy the presents.  Many 

have new flat screen televisions computers and cell phones.  But with so many new gadgets to play with 

you may wonder how to get rid of your old stuff.  Sedgwick County wants to help so you don't put 

electronics in the trash.  Sedgwick County chose January 24
th

 because it's after Christmas and before the 

switch to digital television. 

 

12/2/7/08 

10pm 

A Hutchinson family will start off the new year in a new house.  Interfaith Housing built this home for 

Penny Dodge and her two sons.  They needed somewhere to live because a fire destroyed the house two 

years ago.  Once the house was built community members donated appliances and furniture.  Dodge says 

the home turned out better than she could have imagined.  The Dodge's house is the first one built by 

Interfaith Housing in Reno County.  For information about the program and how you can get involved go to 

the Top Stories section of www.kwch.com  

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

A funeral is scheduled tomorrow for a longtime fixture at the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  Clarence 

Crumble better known as Buddy the shoeshine man died last week.  He ran a shoeshine stand in the 

courthouse lobby for more than 30-years.  Crumble was well-liked by the lawyers, judges... just about 

everyone who did business in the courthouse.  The funeral is tomorrow at Jackson Mortuary on East 13th.  

The service starts at eleven.   

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

People living along this east Wichita neighborhood learn tonight about a new construction project.  Starting 

next week the city will begin widening Oliver Street from Kellogg to Harry it will also add a turn lane.  

Workers began preparing the area today by moving utilities around the project.  The city plans to keep 

traffic moving in and out of businesses but at times will have some driveways blocked.  Business owners 

are concerned; the project on Oliver should last through October. 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

 

12/30/08 

10pm 

Thousands of miles away from the violence; in Wichita, people hope the fighting ends soon.  These 

protesters gathered tonight to make sure people know what's going on in Gaza.  Many of them are 

Palestinians and they're either from Gaza or have family there.  They say although it's a long way from 

here...they're constantly thinking about it.  The people protesting say they think the violence will finally end 

when the Palestinians get their own land. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

If you couldn't watch the game in person; seeing it on a big screen with fellow fans was the next best thing.  

Because the game was on the NFL Network many Jayhawk faithful packed area sports bars.  We're not 

done with the Hawks 42-21 win just yet, game highlights and post-game interviews later in sports.  And for 

behind the scenes stories and video go to www.kwch.com  

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Eyewitness News received calls saying next week spirit will force members of engineering union SPEEA 

to three day work weeks.  SPEEA says that violates their collective bargaining agreement.  We called spirit; 

they said the SPEEA union representing office staff will go to three day work weeks.  But SPEEA 

engineers will not.  Spirit says it's asked some workers to only work three days so it doesn't have to make 

layoffs during the Boeing strike.  More than ninety percent of Spirit's work is from Boeing. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

We asked an economics expert how the bailout impact would spread to Kansas.  Martin Perleen of Wichita 

State says we will not be as affected here in Kansas as the coasts will be.  But it will have some trickle 

down effects -- possibly on the aviation industry.  In a different industry Tim Wooding is already feeling 

the effects.  He runs a mortgage business.  And says his business is down because no one's buying homes, 

because consumer confidence is down. 

 

10/04/08 

9am 

It was a very painful decision to make but a Kansas plant says the Wall Street crisis is causing it to make 

layoffs.  ICM of Colwich is the nation's top designer of ethanol plants.  But it says its customers are no 

longer able to get the capital they need to finance and construct plants.  So ICM is laying off 73 people.  It's 

the second batch of layoff's the company has made this year.  Back in April it laid off 105 people. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Boeing says striking machinists are hurting the company.  Today the company's chief executive sent a 

memo to all employees.  It says repeated strikes could cause the nation's aerospace industry to go the way 

of auto makers in Detroit.  It says auto makers damaged themselves by agreeing to job guarantees, along 

with high wages and benefits.  He said Boeing cannot sacrifice long-term competitiveness to end the strike. 

 

10/07/08 

6pm 

Gas prices are still on their way down.  We found prices at 2.89.  That's down 10 cents from yesterday.  

Triple A expects prices to continue to drop as long as there is no major disruption in supply or production.  

And as long as the economy continues to slow, experts say people won't travel as much or go as far. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

Another sign that Americans are watching their wallets; retail stores say sales last month were bad.  Here's 

the latest on the economic crisis.  The Dow Jones lost 191 points to close at 9-thousand-256 despite a one-

of-a-kind global financial move.  The Federal Reserve and banks across the world cut interest rates half a 

percent.  Meanwhile insurance giant AIG gets another loan from the Fed; this one for 37-point-8 billion 

dollars.  The company has to put up money as collateral. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

A year ago today the Dow Jones hit its all time high at more than 14-thousand points.  Today it's in crisis; 

that's how traders sum up what's happening on Wall Street.  Here's the latest tonight.  The Dow Jones 

dropped 678 points the worst in five years; to close below nine thousand.  This is the seventh straight day 

with losses on Wall Street.  So what's next?  The Treasury Department is considering taking ownership in 

many major U.S. banks.  The White House asks Americans to stay calm.  President Bush invited members 

of the group of 7 industrial countries for a weekend summit. 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

Are you worried about making your mortgage payment?  Here are the results are of our exclusive 

FactFinder 12 scientific survey.  We asked 740 homeowners nationwide, “Do you worry about being able 

to make your mortgage payments?”  43-percent of you say you are not worry, 27-percent say you worry a 

lot and 29-percent say you're a little concerned.  You can find more results at our website.  Just go to 

www.kwch.com and click on FactFinder 12. 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

The falling stock market, shrinking retirement accounts.  Americans of all ages are getting a crash-course in 

economics.  That includes these students at Wichita's Truesdell Middle School.  One-hundred 7th and 8th 

graders spent today learning the A-B-C'S of financial planning.  This Money Smart Camp teaches kids 

about credit cards, investments and saving.  Truesdell hopes to host another camp next year. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

There are new developments tonight in the Boeing machinists strike.  A message on the union's web site 

says contract talks have resumed.  The machinists and Boeing agreed to sit down with a federal mediator 

last week.  Machinists walked off the job more than month ago when both sides couldn't agree on a new 

contract.  It's not known where the talks are being held.  The web site message says both sides have agreed 

to a media blackout during negotiations. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

This is the second time both sides met at the table and the second time they left without an agreement.  The 

Federal mediator called the talks off this evening.  In a statement released a couple hours ago, a Boeing 

spokesman says – quote, “We worked very hard to find solutions, and we are extremely disappointed that 

the talks broke off.”  The statement goes on to say “we want to resolve this strike so employees can return 

to work.”  About 700 Boeing machinists walked off the job here in Wichita more than a month ago joining 

almost 27 thousand others in Oregon and Washington State.  The union rejected Boeing's offer early in 

September members said they were concerned about job security despite an 11 percent raise.  This weekend 

the union and Boeing started their talks with the help of federal mediators.  We spoke with the union 

President in Wichita Steve Rooney tell us the machinists are disappointed they were hopeful these talks 

would be successful.  Instead Rooney says job security is still the issue.  He says Boeing wants to eliminate 
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two thousand jobs and replace them with vendors and contractors.  Machinists also put out a statement.  

Read what both sides have to say on our website www.kwch.com  

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

New tonight; a unit of Koch Industries announces layoffs but they won't happen until next year.  Invista 

makes textiles and chemicals.  It's restructuring its nylon plant in Seaford Delaware and will lay-off 4 to 5-

hundred workers.  A spokesman says the plant will restructure to focus on a part of the business that's been 

more successful. 

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

People aren't taking chances with their money with this economy.  The Kansas Lottery Commission says its 

sales are down 4 percent compared to this time last year.  It blames two things; One, jackpots aren't as big, 

so not as many people play and the economy.  Fewer people are buying tickets and about 50 places that 

sold the tickets closed because of the economy.  Wichita's Heritage Restaurant sells them, and it says it 

hasn't seen a drop in sales.  The Lotto Commission thinks its sales will go back up for the holiday season. 
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10/16/08 

10pm 

Retirees are among those most concerned about the economy; banking officials say seniors are asking to 

withdraw their savings from banks.  Other elderly Americans find themselves forced to come out of 

retirement.  This Kansas City woman retired at 67 just three years ago, now she had to go get a job.  If 

you're planning to retire in this economy the AARP recommends looking at your finances carefully.  

Assess how much income you'll have coming in versus how much you'll need depending on your plans 

during retirement.  For example; if you plan to travel and entertain you'll need more money. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

New home construction reaches its lowest level in 17-years.  Housing starts fell more than six-percent last 

month; much more than the 1-point-6 percent drop experts predicted.  The northeast and west saw the 

steepest declines while the Midwest and South had small increases.  If the current pace continues, there will 

be fewer homes and apartments built this year than at any time since World War II.  

 

10/18/08 

8am 

A proposed smoking ban in Wyandotte County could prevent construction of a state-owned casino in the 

Kansas City area.  The CEO of the Kansas Speedway says revenue projections for the casino assumed it 

would not be subjected to a ban.  Jeff Boerger says if the county imposes the ban casino developers would 

have to start from scratch.  The casino at the Kansas Speedway is one of four being built across the state. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Community leaders in Greensburg are confident the economic problems won't hurt the city's rebuilding 

efforts.  City administrator Steve Hewitt says he's talked with local banks that say people with good credit 

can still get loans to build new homes.  However Hewitt admits he doesn't know what will happen as the 

city continues to rebuild after last year's deadly tornado. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 
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From historic highs to the lowest lows in almost a year and a half; wheat prices are falling.  Analysts blame 

the frozen credit markets saying when credit got tight, speculators started selling commodity contracts to 

free-up cash.  The cash price for wheat is now around 5.45 a bushel.  That's down 2-3 dollars from record 

highs earlier this summer. 

 

10/21/08 

7am 

In consumer news this morning...momentum appears to be building for a new economic stimulus package.  

The White House said President Bush is open to some kind of action after Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke 

warned lawmakers that without a boost the economic slump could drag on.  The idea of another stimulus 

package helped the Dow gain more than 400 points yesterday. 

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

We'll learn tomorrow the impact of the machinist strike on Boeing's bottom line; that is when the company 

reports 3rd quarter financial results.  When machinists first walked out 45 days ago-analysts said the strike 

would cost 100 million in lost revenue per day and one cent per share in profit.  Already the company's said 

deliveries dropped in the quarter.  The two sides are headed back to the negotiating table to restart talks 

with a Federal mediator Thursday. 
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10/22/08 

10pm 

Blame the economy for aviation related layoffs in Wichita.  Textron is cutting 9 percent of employees in its 

financial corporation.  That includes a small number of people at Wichita's Cessna finance office which is 

separate from Cessna Aircraft Company.  A spokesperson for the plane-maker said there are no plans to cut 

jobs there. 

 

10/23/08 

5pm 

Boeing's revenue is down and so are its stocks; today the company said the on-going strike is the main 

factor for it.  Today Boeing released its third quarter earnings.  They say income declined 38 percent.  And 

it's earnings per share went down 33 percent.  Boeing's CEO Jim McNerney said today the company 

worked hard to avoid the current strike.  McNerney also talked about what's keeping it from getting 

resolved; he said it's about management and that Boeing doesn't want to agree to a contract that will limit 

the way it can manage, but feels a compromise is possible. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

Westar customers could soon see their electric rates go up but not as much as first thought.  Westar 

originally proposed a 15-percent increase.  After groups complained Westar agreed to an 11-percent 

increase.  Westar says it needs the extra money to pay for new power plants, wind farms and to repair storm 

damage.  The Kansas Corporation Commission still needs to approve the increase.  A Westar spokesperson 

says a vote will probably happen in January. 

 

10/26/08 

10pm 

Gas prices drop again; the average price for unleaded in Wichita is now 2.17 a gallon.  That's 56-cents 

cheaper than the national average.  Gas has not been this cheap since March of last year.  But you may want 

to fill up now.  This week OPEC announced it will cut oil output by one-and-a-half million barrels a day. 

 

10/27/08 



 

 

7am 

Still no deal between Boeing and its 27-thousand striking machinists; talks continue today between both 

sides and a federal mediator.  But the problem continues to be job security.  The union wants a guarantee 

work won't be out-sourced; a guarantee they say Boeing isn't willing to make. 

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Some would say if you know what layaway is you're showing your age.  Stores resurrect the trend of 

yester-year during a struggling economy.  Local retailers, who offer layaway, predict a 15 to 20 percent 

increase especially during the holiday season.  Some stores already report a spike in layaway numbers.  

Retailers say layaway can keep sales steady because customers are willing to spend more since they do not 

have to pay for it all at once.  Layaway first became popular during the great depression and stuck around 

through the 1970s.  It became a thing of the past during the 80s when people started using more credit 

cards. 

 

10/28/08 

10pm 

Worried about the economy and your money?  Get answers all this week at six then Thursday our panel of 

experts will answer your financial questions in a live online chat-room, log on to www.kwch.com Thursday 

from five to eight. 
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10/29/08 

10pm 

Your driving is getting easier or at least cheaper.  Check this out; gas in the Wichita area is now below 2 

dollars a gallon selling at 1.99 in some places.  Drivers are surprised, gas prices haven't been that low in 

Wichita in at least two years.  Prices are dropping because the demand dropped; experts say most drivers 

assume the lower prices will be short-lived. 

 

10/31/08 

10pm 

Boeing machinists vote on the company's latest contract offer tomorrow.  A yes vote would end the 56-day 

old strike.  The vote takes place Saturday at the Wichita Airport Best Western.  The vote itself goes from 

eleven until two.  Final results are expected around ten-30 tomorrow night; once the votes of 27-thousand 

machinists in Washington state and Oregon are counted.  The contract needs 50-percent plus one to pass.  If 

the offer is approved, members can return to work as early as third shift on Sunday. 

 

11/01/08 

10pm 

Contract talks between Boeing and its engineering union in Wichita are scheduled for later this month.  

And talks between SPEEA and Boeing in Washington State are already underway.  On Friday Boeing 

agreed to the union's request for extra sick time.  Both sides still need to discuss wages, vacation time, 

medical plans and retirement and outsourcing is also point of disagreement.  Negotiations for 7-hundred 

Wichita engineers will start November 13th. 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

So what did the strike cost Boeing?  The full impact won't be known for some time but here are the raw 

numbers.  The strike cost Boeing about 1-hundred million dollars a day.  Boeing stock fell from about 66-

dollars right before the strike to a low of 41-dollars.  It's since recovered part of that loss.  There's also the 
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broader impact.  Airlines are still waiting on the 787 Dreamliner which is now even further behind 

schedule.  Parts suppliers all over the country also cut back on work.  Spirit went to a three-day work-week 

and plans to stay on one until January. 

 

11/03/08 

10pm 

They were told to prepare for the worst and tonight workers at one of Wichita's biggest plane-makers get 

the news; the worst may already be here.  Hawker Beechcraft workers found out today the company has to 

cut 5 percent of its workforce; many of those jobs will likely be here in Wichita.  Remember, hawker sent a 

letter to its employees a couple of weeks ago warning them to prepare for the worst because of the 

economy.  Now employees get a new letter telling them of layoffs.  Hawker will cut 5 percent across the 

board; that's about 490 workers, including salaried and hourly.  And it will affect the Hawker plants around 

the globe; Salina, Little Rock Arkansas, Chester England, and Wichita where the majority of Hawker's 

employees are.  I spoke with several hawker employees tonight.  One of them is Sean McVicar; we first 

spoke with him when Hawker went on strike, he had to take care of a fiancé and a baby girl.  He just 

learned about the letter today.  He says there are only 12 people he works closely with.  But he says his 

superior lead him to believe his job is secure.  I also spoke with a man hired in January, he works two jobs 

and he's concerned his job at the mall may become his only job if he's one of the 5 percent.  And I talked 

with an 18 year veteran at Hawker, she says she feels pretty safe though losing some younger co-workers 

means she may have to move from first shift to second to cover for some of those laid off. 
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11/04/08 

6pm 

Cessna employees got the news in an email from Cessna CEO Jack Pelton tonight.  He said orders are 

slowing and even though next year the company will see an increase in plane deliveries it may not be 

enough.  The email said that means changes to the production schedules as well as reduced aircraft 

utilization will result in a need to reduce our current workforce level.  Pelton writes; the company's still 

assessing the impact of these changes and how many employees will be affected.  Workers should find out 

more in the next few days.  Pelton insists Cessna is looking at all options including cutting costs, voluntary 

separations and redeploying people before it decides on layoffs.  A Cessna spokesperson tells us the email 

was meant to make employees aware of the possibility of job cuts. 

 

11/05/08 

10pm 

Also new tonight…the state budget's in trouble so the governor is asking for cuts.  Analysts predict Kansas 

will end up with a 137-million dollar deficit.  The governor wants most agencies to cut 3-percent from their 

budget.  K-12 schools and human services are the exception. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

Throughout the U.S. the casino industry's also suffering with layoffs and poor revenue.  So we wanted to 

know if the casino in the works for Sumner County could be in jeopardy.  Harrah's the company planning 

to build there is slowing down and cutting back on other projects.  We asked Mulvane's city administrator 

if he's concerned.  We called Harrah's numerous times to ask about the project and no one called us back.  

Harrah's and the investment group that's working with it are supposed to sign the papers for the casino by 

December 5th. 



 

 

 

11/07/08 

10pm 

The state puts off its decision whether to revoke the Wichita Greyhound Park's license for a second time.  

The racing and gambling commission says it will now make a decision within 30 days.  The park closed 

last year after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible 

to stay open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are 

important to the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will 

find someone who will. 

 

11/08/08 

10pm 

With aerospace companies laying off workers; now may seem like a strange time for a job fair.  Not so said 

John Pilla of Spirit Aerosystems.  The company held an engineering job fair in Wichita this afternoon; 

Spirit needs up to 90 engineers to work on projects for Gulfstream, Cessna, Airbus and others.  Today's job 

fair was for engineers only.  Pilla says some recently fired Hawker-Beechcraft employees attended the fair. 

 

11/11/08 

10pm 

Homeowners aren't the only ones asking for help; Congress is looking at a package for carmakers out of the 

750-billion dollar bailout.  Here's why, GM is losing 2-billion dollars a month.  Its stock is now down to 

2.92 cents a share.  Ford's is at 1.80 cents.  Analysts say even if just one of the big three carmakers fails 2-

and-a-half million jobs would be lost from car workers to suppliers to dealers. 

 

11/12/08 

6pm 

Sedgwick County is starting to feel the downturn in the economy.  Sales tax revenue dropped about two 

percent last month.  The county expects revenues to continue dropping.  The Chief Finance Officer told the 

county commission the decline is due to the Boeing strike, three day work weeks at Spirit and other 

aviation layoffs.  He says although the aviation companies have a backlog of plane orders those buying the 

planes can't get the credit they need to make the purchase. 

 

ECONOMY Q-4 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

It's the environmentally friendly alternative to gasoline but ethanol's future may be in jeopardy in this 

economy.  Kansas is one of the top ten ethanol producing states in the country.  But recent downturns in the 

industry, the lay-offs, the bankruptcies, and the failed plants have farmers worried that ethanol may not be a 

reliable paycheck.  Kansas has nearly a dozen ethanol plants across the state.  Go to www.kwch.com for a 

list of them. 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Layoffs have left hundreds of Hawker Beechcraft employees without jobs.  But those same workers won't 

go without medical care.  Galichia Hospital says it will provide free urgent and emergency care to former 

Hawker employees.  To qualify people must be un-insured and have their information on file with the 

hospital.  Hawker cut five-percent of its workforce because of the struggling economy.  Even with the 

layoffs Hawker sales abroad don't appear to be hurting.  The company just opened a sales office in Austria 

and expects plane orders in the Middle East to continue to expand. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Mulvane finalizes its agreement to provide emergency services to the nearby town of Belle Plaine.  Lack of 

funding and volunteers forced Belle Plaine to cut its EMS service.  Mulvane agreed to charge Belle Plaine 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

120 dollars per call through at least the middle of next year.  In the meantime more than 20 people in Belle 

Plaine are in training to become first responders even though they won't be able to transport patients. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

Problems in Detroit have already trickled down to Kansas.  Take what happened to a plant in Pittsburg as 

an example.  That's Superior Industries CEO Steven Borick; His company makes wheels, business is down 

more than 30 percent this year and as the CEO said it's in enough trouble that it had to shut down its 

Pittsburg plant in September.  Just a few days after the closing employers from other Kansas towns went to 

recruit those laid-off workers. 

 

11/19/08 

10pm 

Boeing is just the latest in a string of companies laying off employees or cutting back; here's a look, Boeing 

will cut 800 jobs.  Last week Cessna announced 500 people will get layoff notices in the next few weeks.  

And two weeks ago Hawker Beechcraft announced its laying off 320 workers in Wichita.  And that's just 

aviation companies.  Others like Air-Excel will shut down their plant for several weeks because of the 

economy.  The company makes air conditioners for RVs, 120 employees won't be paid from the end of 

November until January 5th.  And a heavy equipment maker Case New Holland will close for all of 

December and part of January, 400 employees will be affected there.  The company makes farm and 

construction equipment. 

 

11/20/08 

10pm 

By this time tomorrow 76 Boeing employees in Wichita will learn they're out of a job.  They'll be in the 

first round of 800 layoffs at Boeing to happen within the next year.  Boeing company leaders say they're 

restructuring the plant because they're running out of big projects to work on.  Had Boeing been awarded 

the Air Force tanker deal, officials say many of those jobs could have been saved.  Congressman Todd 

Tiahrt tells us layoffs are never what we want to hear but it's especially difficult as the holidays approach.  

Tiahrt said he's now more resolved to continue fighting for an American made tanker to help keep and 

create more Kansas jobs.  The Air Force said it's waiting for the new administration to re-open bidding on 

the tanker deal. 
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11/21/08 

10pm 

70-Boeing employees are without a job tonight; the company handed out layoff notices to workers in 

Wichita today.  It's the first of several rounds of layoffs planned over the next few months.  Most of those 

laid off today were salaried engineers.  Boeing plans to cut 8-hundred Wichita jobs between now and the 

end of 2009.  Officials say a lack of work is forcing the company to restructure the Wichita facility. 

 

11/24/08 

6pm 

There's a shortage of pharmacists in Kansas and the number could shrink even more because of budget 

cuts.  The University of Kansas, School of Medicine has plans to expand its pharmacy school in Wichita 

creating room to train about 85 more students.  Governor Sebelius signed a bill authorizing the expansion 

in June.  The project would cost 60-million dollars.  But the governors' budget office asked the board of 

regents to cut 15 million dollars from its budget.  Legislators also planned to put gambling revenue toward 

the project now those plans are unclear.  31 counties in Kansas have only one pharmacy six counties have 

none.  

 

11/25/08 



 

 

10pm 

Blame the economy for more layoffs in the Wichita area.  Today we learn the Sherwin Williams plant in 

Andover is cutting 21 jobs.  The employees were notified yesterday; they all worked in the manufacturing 

division and are union members, so they will get a severance package.  Wichita's Sherwin Williams 

Aerospace facility is not affected by these lay-offs. 

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Charities expect big crowds tomorrow for their Thanksgiving dinners.  The Lord's Diner is preparing turkey 

for more than 5-hundred guests tomorrow.  People say overall, this has been the busiest November since 

they've been open.  The economy may be to blame but their job is to help all of their guests have a happy 

Thanksgiving. 

 

11/27/08 

6pm 

The bus isn't running today because of the holiday but Saturday you can ride for free.  The Wichita Transit 

is offering the free rides on one of the busiest shopping days of the year.  Residents can park their vehicles 

and take the bus from 7-30 a-m to 5-30 p-m.  The Wichita Transit hopes the free rides encourage people to 

start riding the bus on a regular basis.  There are 17 fixed routes and more than 2-point-5 million people 

ride annually. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

We saw a much calmer start to the holiday shopping season here in Wichita.  Despite the sagging economy 

and less-than-perfect weather people camped out or got up early to be the first to get those once a year 

deals.  So many shoppers showed up at town East police had to direct traffic and tell people where to park.  

Experts say this could be the worst holiday season for retailers in decades.  In fact 89-percent of Americans 

say they will spend less or about the same as last year.  

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

The economy may be hurting and stocks may be falling but Americans are still spending.  Early figures 

show Black Friday sales were actually up from last year.  Shopper Trak said Americans spent 10-point-6 

billion dollars yesterday.  That's a 3-percent increase from 2007.  Experts say people are still shopping just 

in different ways.  Even so retailers are skeptical about the rest of the holiday season.  A recent poll found 

89-percent of Americans say they will spend less or about the same as last 
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12/01/08 

10pm 

Some volunteered to leave their jobs others at Cessna found out today they're laid off.  Cessna is cutting 

500 jobs   today they handed out the first layoff notices; but a company spokesman says he doesn't know 

how many people that affects.  He does tell us about 150 employees accepted voluntary layoffs.  The job 

cuts will affect all parts of the company and all pay levels 

 

12/02/08 

Their colleagues in the northwest accepted a new contract; new at ten a Federal mediator watches talks 

between Boeing and its Wichita engineers.  APEEA said the plane maker's offer is not good enough right 

now, the union says wages and benefits are too low.  SPEEA covers 700 engineers in Wichita their contract 

was to expire Friday but it has been extended for a month so the two sides can keep talking. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 



 

 

Plans for a Sumner County casino officially start over tomorrow morning.  The racing and gaming 

commission will accept Harrah's request to withdraw from building a casino in Mulvane.  Harrah's says it's 

pulling out because of the economy.  Developers can now propose building anywhere in Sumner County.  

The states expected begin advertising for new casino applications January first with proposals being due 

three months later. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

Like many other industries the livestock business is suffering from the economic downturn; a cattle 

industry analyst told the Kansas Livestock Association convention producers face the biggest cut in profits 

since 1982.  He said consumers are already buying cheaper cuts of meat.  Ground chuck sales are up ten 

percent while loin is down seven percent.  But Garden City cattleman Sam Hands isn't blaming his lost 

profits on that.  Analysts say, on average ranches lost 130 dollars a head for their cattle this year. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

The only casino project that's still a go is in Dodge City.  Boot hill gaming signed a contract with the state 

today for an 87-million dollar facility.  It's significantly cheaper than the other casino projects.  State law 

mandates the Dodge City project be at least 50 million while the other three zones had to be at least 225 

million.  Boot Hill Gaming will break ground this month.  Phase one will open a year from now. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

Battery maker Enersys lays off 45-people at its Hays plant.  The company blames poor sales growth.  

Enersys also plans to put some workers on a four-day work week.  The company will also stop production 

for two weeks beginning December 22nd.  Enersys says despite rumors there are no plans to eliminate the 

second shift. 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

Despite what the headlines say some companies are hiring; but you may have to change careers.  Where are 

those jobs?  Try health care.  While the economy lost more than half a million jobs last month... health care 

professions added 34-thousand positions.  Other professions with help-wanted signs are education, 

computer systems design,    management and technology consulting, accounting, oil and gas drilling and 

even forestry logging. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

Without a job the holidays look grim for a lot of people in Wichita.  And even those who are supposed to 

help need help themselves.  Hundreds lined up at Interfaith Ministries for its giveaway today but the charity 

says it will take a miracle to help everyone.  And we found out those in line never expected to be there. 
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12/12/08 

10pm 

Those job losses could only add to the unemployment line which is growing every month.  New numbers 

today show new claims for unemployment benefits hit a 26-year high.  Almost 4-and-a-half million people 

are collecting unemployment.  The situation sounds bad but FactFinder 12 wants to take a look back.  

Where does unemployment stand this year compared to other tough times in America's history?  Take a 

look…the great depression was obviously the worst.  At its height in 1933 unemployment hovered around 

25 percent a quarter of Americans didn't have a job.  Things never got that bad since unemployment was as 

low as 3 percent in the 50s it did go up.  It stood around eight percent in the mid-70s and it was more than 

10 percent in the early 80s. 

 

12/13/08 



 

 

6pm 

From car companies to plane makers a lot of industries are struggling during the recession, including 

ethanol plants.  The Gateway ethanol facility in Pratt went up for sale yesterday.  If it's not sold a 

bankruptcy court will decide what happens to the plant.  Developers of a proposed ethanol plant near 

Dodge City are trying to prevent foreclosure and the backer of another plant in Ford County is looking for a 

new source of funding. 

 

12/15/08 

6pm 

The city of Mulvane begins promoting exit 33 to casino developers.  Mulvane sent a letter to twelve casino 

companies including Penn National, Marvel Gaming and Harrah's which applied the first time in Sumner 

County.  In the letter Mulvane talks about the benefits of its Turnpike exit and lays out eight tracts of land 

for a casino.  The process is starting over in Sumner County since Harrah's pulled out last month.  The city 

of Wellington is still deciding how it will proceed. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

Talks fell through earlier this month... new at 10, Boeing engineers and the plane-maker will begin 

negotiating a new contract again.  SPEEA and Boeing plan to resume negotiations on January 13th.  

SPEEA represents about 700 engineers in Wichita.  Also new at 10, more Boeing workers will know by the 

end of the week whether they'll be out of a job.  Boeing will hand out its second round of layoff notices 

Friday.  60 employees will get notice from different areas of the plant.  Boeing plans to cut 8-hundred jobs 

in Wichita by the end of 2009.  The company blames a lack of work for forcing it to restructure the plant. 

 

12/18/08 

5pm 

Workers at Spirit Aerosystems are going back to five day work weeks a little earlier than expected.  Most 

of the nearly 11-thousand employees have been working just three days a week since September when 

Boeing machinists went on strike.  A spokesperson says most employees will resume their full schedules on 

January 5th or January 12th, that's a couple weeks earlier than first planned. 

 

12/19/08 

6pm 

Tuition rates have already increased and now it's going to cost even more to attend college in Kansas.  The 

Board of Regents approved an increase in room and board costs at the state's six public universities.  KU, 

K-State, and Wichita State will implement the change in July; the remaining schools up their rates next fall.  

Some regents voted against the changes saying raising prices is a burden on families already dealing with a 

struggling economy.  However, those who voted for the increase, say state costs are below the average for 

the region.  
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12/20/08 

6pm 

More people are filing for unemployment; the Department of Labor says about 16-thousand Kansans filed 

new claims in November.  Compare that to November of last year when more than 9-thousand filed.  The 

Labor Department blames the poor economy for the spike in numbers.  However, they say Kansas job 

market is doing better than the rest of the nation. 

 

12/21/08 

10pm 



 

 

There are just three days left and millions of Americans are only now starting their Christmas shopping.  

It's making for crowded aisles in stores across Wichita.  Local retailers say the down economy nationwide 

is not impacting sales.  Electronics are still the big draw big and small.  Shoppers do admit they're 

searching for deals this time around.  They're only complaint, parking.  A manager at target tells us they've 

noticed more people are using cash to make their purchases.  Cash accounted for up to a quarter of its 

Saturday's sales. 

 

12/22/08 

10pm 

Dodge City's one step closer to rolling the dice; breaking ground on a state-owned casino.  Butler National's 

building the casino in two phases.  The first will include slots and a restaurant; it's expected to be done next 

year.  The whole project should be done in three years and will add gaming tables and a hotel.  This is the 

only one of the four state-owned casinos that's on schedule and supporters think it'll help Dodge City 

starting now.  Boot Hill Casino and Resort is projected to make 40 to 60 million dollars a year when it's 

complete. 

 

12/23/08 

10pm 

Tis the season to steal?  Whether it's the holidays or the economy; police departments across the country 

are staying busy.  This woman was caught on tape in California stealing a package straight from another 

person's porch.  This year half of the country's police departments say burglaries and thefts are up almost 

50 percent.  And we're not just talking homes…retailers say they've steal shoplifting cases shot up; 

numbers show one out of 11 Americans shoplift. 

 

12/24/08 

10pm 

First it was high grocery prices and record fuel costs now layoffs and a struggling economy are taking a toll 

on church donations.  Giving is down significantly for many churches but will Christmas time donations 

help? 

Christmas services are expected to help; Pastor Greg Smith says those who are able to give many times 

give more during tough economic times. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

Many people flock to the mall and chain stores to cash in on big bargains; something local retailers say they 

can't compete with.  That's why store owners like Valerie Reimer say they must offer more than discounts 

to shoppers.   Reimer owns Lucinda's in Old Town.  She says her store has variety, good customer service, 

and a different kind of atmosphere.  And it's something customers come back for.  Reimer says her gift card 

sales were up this year and she expects to see more people coming to spend them.  

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

Gas prices are now at their lowest price in four years.  The national average for unleaded is 1.64 a gallon.  

In Wichita it‟s a 1.44.  Triple-A said the price nationally has dropped for 8 days in a row.  Gas has fallen 

60-percent from its record high in July.  The national price back then was just over 4.00.   
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12/28/08 

10pm 

There may be fewer scholarships for Kansas college students in the coming years.  Three endowments in 

Kansas have lost tens of millions of dollars because of the stock market's plunge.  KU will cut its 

distributions for scholarships, lectures and academic programs by 10 percent next school year.  And K-



 

 

State's scholarship fund has lost a quarter of its value.  College endowments fund scholarships using the 

income they get from investing donations. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

The Kansas City Kansan will become an online newspaper next month.  The paper will stop publishing 

print editions after January 10th.  The paper's owner says declining readership and falling advertising 

revenue are to blame.  The newspaper will send letters to subscribers about refunds.  The Kansan was a 

daily paper until earlier this year when it switched to twice-weekly publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-4 

 

10/02/08 

6pm 

Not long after yesterday's accident, the Wichita school district had counselors on the scene.  And today the 

school will have trained counselors at Gardiner Elementary, including five translators for Spanish speaking 

students.  They met with students class by class, to explain what happened and answer any questions.  



 

 

Counselors also talked with teachers and staff members, telling them its okay to grieve and cry with their 

students.  Gardiner students made cards for the family today, some of which have already been delivered. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Wichita State steps up to help veterans get better jobs with their Veterans Upward Bound Program.  It 

offers free refresher classes like Algebra; to get vets up to speed, and ready to enter college classes.  From 

there, they can earn degrees and more money.  To learn more about the Veterans Upwards Bound program 

and how to qualify go to www.kwch.com 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

At least one Kansas school district blames the economy for its budget talks.  The Andover superintendent 

told us today the district will meet about the best way to spend the money in its budget.  Because of rising 

gas and utility costs the district decided not to fill four new maintenance positions.  But the superintendent 

insists teachers and students will be affected by these talks. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

For the first time since the Wichita school bond issue went on the ballot the two sides face off.  New 

tonight a debate on the 370-million dollar school bond helps voters decide.  Supporters say the money will 

build new schools and improve athletic facilities and technical education.  But opponents say taxpayer 

money could be put to better use.  Get a complete look at the bond proposal and how the money will break 

down.  Just log onto www.kwch.com/web  

 

10/21/08 

5pm 

Some Ark City High School football players will have to sit out Friday night's game against Newton.  A 

district spokesperson says the students violated team, school and district policies; but won't say what the 

kids did.  She'll only tell us the students are suspended from the field and not the classroom.  Officials are 

still deciding punishments. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

Watching and waiting.  Only time will tell if Kansas universities will have to make deeper cuts in their 

budgets.  Wichita State said the state has asked each public university to present a 5 percent budget 

reduction plan.  WSU administrators tell us, they have already developed that plan and cuts could include 

limiting overtime, some special student activities and seasonal and temporary staff.  The state already made 

a two percent cut this semester at Wichita State.  As for more cuts; Governor Sebelius won't finalize the 

budget until later this year.  Check out WSU‟s plan at www.kwch.com 

 

10/24/08 

10pm 

Faculty say Heights High School doesn't have enough classrooms and desks.  The proposed 370-million 

dollar Wichita school bond may change that.  Principal Bruce Deterding says overcrowding began as more 

and more people moved to the northeast side of town.  Deterding says Heights has 2-hundred more students 

than the campus has room for.  Deterding says if the school bond issue passes, crowding at Heights will be 

reduced.  Some of the bond money would go toward news classrooms.  In addition one of two new high 

schools would relieve some of the pressure. 
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11/03/08 

10pm 

Less than 24 hours before the polls open a group holds a pep rally for the Wichita school bond issue.  

People pack stands at Wichita East High.  The C.A.R.E. Group, who supports the bond issue, sponsored the 

http://www.kwch.com/
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rally.  Six students spoke, explaining how passing the bond would affect them.  The groups who oppose the 

bond issue, Wichitans for Effective Education and Citizens for Better Education did not have any major last 

minute campaign efforts.  Both groups have been running newspaper and T-V ads for weeks. 

 

11/04/08 

6pm 

The election also gives students the opportunity to learn about the voting process.  These fifth graders in 

Salina had a special lesson about voting.  First they learned about each candidate.  Then they got to cast 

their own mock ballot.  These middle school kids got involved also.  They held a mock election, even 

making students register ahead of time to vote.  The results have already been tallied for the fifth grade 

mock election.  Obama won with 34 votes, McCain had 18.  There were two write in votes, one for a 

student's dad, the other for a famous singer. 

 

11/05/08 

6pm 

After months of campaigning voters narrowly approve the 370-million dollar Wichita school bond; the 

measure passed 51-to-49 percent.  Sedgwick County says provisional ballots will not be counted until next 

week.  With just a 16-hundred vote margin on the bond there's still a chance the provisional ballots could 

change the outcome. 

 

11/06/08 

6pm 

Voters in a southwest Kansas town approved a two-million dollar school bond.  The money will pay for a 

13-thousand square foot monolithic dome at fowler high school in Meade County.  The dome will house a 

gym, locker rooms and a new tornado shelter for the entire town.  Schools in Oklahoma, Texas and several 

other states have similar shelters but this will be the first in Kansas.  Here is what the dome will look like.  

So why build a shelter above ground and not below?  Advocates of dome construction say because the 

walls are round, damaging winds have nothing to grab on to, and move around or over the building.  To 

look at how these domes are built and the planning that's involved go to www.kwch.com and click on Local 

News. 

 

11/08/08  

8am 

With a nursing shortage across the nation schools are taking tech savvy approaches to educating more 

nurses and faster.  Whether it's in the form of a computerized dummy, or just computers, this nursing 

program at Butler Community College is taking new strides to teach its students.  It takes interactivity to 

heart.  To learn more about the nursing program; ranked in the top three in the state; go to our website at 

www.kwch.com  

 

11/12/08 

5pm 

Tonight, Wichita residents have a chance to affect the school superintendent search.  The Wichita school 

district is asking the public for its opinions on the on-going superintendent search.  You can speak out 

tonight at the meeting.  At 6pm at the Wichita's North High School.  You can also tell us what you think is 

important in a school superintendent.  Just go to our website to use Talk Back Twelve. 

 

11/13/08 

6pm 

The governor was in Wichita to help honor Vanessa Martinez.  Martinez is the Assistant Principal at 

Horace Mann Magnet School.  Today she received the Milken Family Foundation National Educator 

award.  Known as the "Oscars of teaching".  The honor comes with a 25-thousand dollar award and a trip to 

LA for a national teaching conference. 
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11/17/08 

10pm 

The cutting edge of technology…new at 10, Wichita school board members are looking at ways to enhance 

the district's technical classes.  One million dollars of school bond money will enhance high school tech 

programs like the district‟s new aviation sheet metal class.  Ten million will create a new technical magnet 

school.  Board president Lynn Rogers says these additions required by the state will keep Kansas students 

from falling behind. 

 

11/19/08 

6pm 

Middle school students from Salina get a chance to bring history back to life.  Today eighth graders from 

Salina South Middle School took a page out of their history books and re-enacted the crisis at Little Rock.  

The students were in Abilene using the original documents President Eisenhower used to help integrate 

students into Central High School.  Each student had to research a character in history and portrayed them.  

More than 300 middle school student participated in the program this month, thanks to a grant. 

 

12/02/08 

10pm 

In the middle of layoffs one Wichita school says it can prepare you for your next job.  New at 10...the 

Wichita Area Technical College held its annual open house tonight, hoping to attract more students.  The 

college's president said it's too early to tell whether layoffs in aviation will mean more students enrolling.  

The technical college has opened new campuses and renovated another. 

 

12/03/08 

6pm 

A new report gives Kansas an "F" when it comes to college affordability.  The National Center for Public 

Policy and Higher Education looks at how well colleges serve the public.  The group gives states grades, 

from "A" to "F", on the performance of their public and private colleges.  The affordability grade is based 

on how much of an average family's income it takes to go to college.  Only California received a passing 

grade.  Nationally enrollment at a public college costs families in the top fifth of income just 9 percent of 

their earnings.  Families from the bottom fifth pay 55 percent of their earnings. 

 

12/04/08 

6pm 

There'll be fewer options for college students in western Kansas this summer.  New at six...Fort Hays State 

says it will only offer summer classes online.  The changes are the results of a 3-percent budget cut 

requested by state lawmakers.  The school is also planning for an additional 3-percent cut next year.  

Budget experts say the state already faces a 137-million dollar budget shortfall.  That could grow to 1-

billion by the time the next fiscal year starts in July. 

 

12/08/08 

6pm 

Many schools in Kansas face teacher shortages but state education officials found at least 25-thousand 

people with a teaching license that aren't teaching.  Officials say some have opted to stay home; others have 

changed professions or relocated.  The state currently has about 41-thousand working teachers and many 

school districts have increased efforts to hold onto the ones they do have.  Officials say the biggest help in 

meeting the demand for teachers may come because of a struggling economy.  
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12/09/08 

10pm 

Tens of millions of dollars to Kansas schools are delayed.  The state's payment to school districts this 

month was 55 million dollars short; that's 25 percent.  That money is often used immediately for expenses 

like paying teachers.  In Haysville, the superintendent has already asked administrators to be careful with 

spending.  One principal says that may mean less money for extra training for teachers and travel.  Schools 

say they're used to tightening their budgets.  The Deputy Education Commissioner tells Eyewitness News 

he hopes to send out the rest of this month's payment by the end of this week. 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 

It will likely be the end of next week before schools get more money from the state.  New at 10; Governor 

Kathleen Sebelius schedules a meeting for Tuesday to talk about moving money around.  As we told you 

last night, the state's payments to school districts this month were 55 million dollars short.  Schools like this 

one in Haysville use that money for immediate expenses like paying teachers.  Now the governor and eight 

legislative leaders from both parties will decide whether the state can move money from special revenue 

funds to the schools.  That money would have to go back by the end of June. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

No school on Fridays?  Kids would love it and it's an idea struggling school districts are considering to save 

money.  Haviland, Mullinville and Medicine Lodge are all thinking about four day school weeks.  Eleven 

other Kansas schools are already doing that.  Dexter schools switched to 4-day weeks in the 1980's.  By 

shutting down on Fridays the superintendent says they save in electrical and transportation costs.  And he 

says students are still doing well.  Students and teachers like it; Dexter uses the shortened week as a perk in 

recruiting teachers.  Dexter doesn't have spring break to meet the required number of school hours. 

 

12/12/08 

6pm 

It will be the first in the state; an elementary school with an extra emphasis on aerospace and engineering.  

And some are calling it a fitting addition to a city known as the Air Capital.  This is something that won't 

change; kids will still read & write but next year at Mueller Elementary they'll be doing it in a different 

way.  Next year the school will be a first; the first elementary school in the state to be an Aerospace and 

Engineering Magnet school.  In fact WSU is partnering in the development of Mueller‟s new curriculum.  

They say they're always competing with other colleges to get the brightest engineering students so it's in 

their interest to increase the pool they draw from.  And by teaching the basics of complicated system, 

Mueller's principal hopes to improve the way they learn in all their subjects.  Coleman Middle School will 

also develop an Aerospace and Engineering program through WSU next year as well but they will not 

make the transition to a Magnet School. 

 

12/13/08 

8am 

Last month the Wichita area technical college reported its enrollment had doubled over the last year.  The 

school trains 60 aero-structure workers every ten weeks.  Crews are currently building a new National 

Center for Aviation Training, which the technical college will oversee.  The 54-million dollar center is 

going up at Jabara Airport and will prepare people for jobs in the aviation field.  It's expected to open in 

2010.   

 
12/16/08 

10pm 

It came just in time; Kansas schools get the money they need, but it's only a temporary fix.  The state 

shorted schools by millions this month.  Today state finance officials say the state can borrow money from 

itself to cover bills through mid-February. 

 

 



 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-4 

 

12/18/08 

6pm 

Valley Center schools graduate their last class of dare students.  These 200-students are part of the popular 

nationwide drug prevention program.  But more schools are opting for something different.  Valley Center 

is looking at programs that target more than just fifth graders.  Unlike DARE which was declared 

ineffective by the U.S. Department of Education; the new program will be federally funded.  Valley Center 

Police will still be part of the new program. School officials say they will be more involved than ever 

before. 

 

12/22/08 

5pm 

Not the best but not the worst either; that's what a new study says about what teachers are paid in Kansas.  

The National Education Association did the study this year and says the average teacher here makes about 

43-thousand dollars a year.  That ranks 37th in the country.  The national average is almost 51-thousand.  

Teachers in California make the most and those in South Dakota make the least. 

 

12/23/08 

6pm 

Tomorrow is Christmas Eve and class will still be in session at Goddard High School.  Because yesterday 

class ended early after plumbing problems in the school's boiler room; maintenance staff had to turn water 

off to the entire building.  School was dismissed around one, students were taking finals at the time, and the 

district says they finished them up today. 

 

12/24/08 

6am 

3-hundred Wichita middle school kids will be starting the new year in a new school.  It's due to structural 

problems in their old school.  Seventh and eighth graders at Hamilton Middle School may finish the year at 

Longfellow school.  School officials say they need to repair the frame work in the old part of the school 

that was built back in 1918.   They originally thought the problem only affected 3 classrooms but now they 

say for student's safety, they'll have to stay out of that part of the building.  Sixth graders will be able to 

stay at Hamilton.  Seventh and eighth graders will be moved to Longfellow.  They will all report back to 

school on Tuesday, January 6
th

, a day later than the rest of the district. 

 

12/26/08 

5pm 

State lawmakers are asking questions about how some Kansas schools spent money that's meant for at risk 

students.  Auditors sampled just 10 districts in the state but found that in half of them; the districts were 

struggling with their at-risk programs.  The audit said Chase-Raymond in Rice County and Sylvan Grove in 

Lincoln County used at-risk money to raise teacher‟s salaries without hiring any new teachers.  At-risk 

programs are designed to help students who are at-risk of failing. 

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

The falling stock market could mean fewer scholarships for Kansas students.  Three college endowments 

have lost millions since the market plunged.  KU's endowment has lost 39-percent of its value; as a result 

KU plans to reduce its scholarships, lectures and academic programs by 10-percent next year.  K-State lost 

25 percent of its endowment while Washburn has seen a 22-percent decline.  Endowments fund academic 

programs and scholarships using income from investing donations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

10/02/08 

6pm 

Governor Sebelius declares a state of emergency for these 11 counties including Sedgwick; heavy rains and 

flooding caused damage last month.  By signing the declaration the Governor clears the way for local 

governments to make requests for federal assistance to make necessary repairs.  Officials say there's at least 

three million dollars in damage in Wichita. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

People in this Valley Center subdivision have the same flood worries.  The neighborhood was underwater 

last month 

and many residents are still cleaning up that damage.  Tonight they're uneasy.  The development is not 

finished the pond is supposed to be three times as big and this creek is clogged with tree limbs and brush so 

water overflows.  Some people are taking whatever precautions they can like hanging their furniture from 

the ceiling.  Of course count on Storm Team 12 to keep you updated on the rainfall. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

As we watch the rain some Wichitans are worried about their neighborhoods and how they drain.  

Comotara is one Wichita neighborhood not graded correctly when it was built back in the 70s.  Now when 

rain comes down this field floods and pushes water into several homes.  The homeowners association is 

working to fix the problem.  It hired an engineer to figure out how to move the water away from the 

neighborhood.  The city is willing to work with Comotara but doesn't know when it can fit in the project. 

 

10/16/08 

10pm 

It's only October but road crews prepare for snow; new at 10, the city of Wichita plans to add more workers 

to keep roads clear.  Next week, more than 200 crews will train for this winter weather season.  This was 

the scene last December after a blizzard hit Wichita.  The city says this year it had to increase the 

emergency snow and ice routes from 18 to 24 to make sure each route will be completed during an eight-

hour shift. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

Winter can be an expensive season especially as gas bills start going up.  New tonight; Westar energy tries 

to help its customers survive in this economy.  Crews went around Topeka to help winterize homes.  They 

caulked around windows filling-in the gaps where heat could leak out.  They also gave customers new 

energy saving light bulbs.  Westar said the little things can make a difference on your bills.  Westar says it's 

been weatherizing homes for people in need for 18 years. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

This flooding a month ago leads Governor Sebelius to ask for help from the president.  The governor sent a 

letter to President Bush requesting Federal public help to restore whatever the floodwaters damaged.  

FEMA and state teams spent the last few weeks assessing the damage.  They found 10 counties including 

Sedgwick with enough damage to warrant federal money.  The estimates from all counties add up to more 

than 3-point-7 million dollars.  Kansas' threshold to qualify for federal assistance is just 100-thousand 

dollars less than that. 

 

10/25/08 

6pm 



 

 

Outdated electronics can clutter your home and threaten the environment.  So, some Wichitans are going 

green and recycling their e-waste.  IT Global surplus collected hundreds of old TV‟s, cell phones and 

computers at todays  

E-cycle drive.  The company then recycles and destroys the products in way that is safe for the 

environment.  Recycling electronics can also protect your identity. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

10/28/08 

6pm 

Winter is on its way and Western Kansas has already seen its first snow.  But the Kansas Department of 

Transportation is worried it won't have enough salt this year; to keep drivers safe.  K-DOT says because of 

snow and ice storms the past two years, its salt supply is low.  The department is trying to stock up, but is 

competing against other transportation and maintenance departments.  K-DOT says some of its salt domes 

haven't been filled since June.  In order to keep a supply that will last all winter, K-DOT plans on being 

conservative when putting salt on the roads. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

Wichita meets federally mandated ozone standards.  KDHE said a wet and cool fall kept ozone levels well 

below the Federal requirement.  Wichita could have received less Federal money for highway projects if it 

failed to meet the stricter standards.  The city says it will continue to education people on the need to cut 

down on pollution. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

Has your evergreen quit living up to its name?  If so it may not only be dead but also contagious!  K-State 

researchers have been tracking Pine Wilt across the state.  The deadly tree disease has been spreading west 

and may be headed for Dodge City.  Pine Wilt first showed up in the Wichita area a few years ago.  Tiny 

beetles bore into the wood and spread parasites that quickly kill Scotch and Austrian Pines.  Those are the 

very trees you'll find at local Christmas tree farms.  But growers say their trees never live long enough to 

get the disease.  Pine Wilt typically affects older pines like you may have in your yard.  And if you have a 

Scotch or Austrian Pine that has withered and died this fall you should chop it down and either burn it or 

run though a wood chipper.  The beetles are now hibernating but when spring rolls around they'll look for 

other trees to devour. 

 

11/26/08 

6am 

Recycle and you can reap rewards; that's the idea behind a new plan coming to Sedgwick County next year.  

The program comes from Waste Connections and a company called Recycle-Bank.  Its curb-side recycling 

like many other programs but here the truck has a scale and weighs what you recycle.  Then recycle-bank 

turns that weight into coupons and gift cards from dozens of stores.  The program is set to start in February 

and costs about four dollars a month. 

 

11/29/08 

6pm 

Flakes were flying this morning but nothing was sticking to the ground.  These shots were right outside our 

building.  The ground was too warm, and the snow melted as soon as it landed.  The snow came down off 

and on for about three hours before letting up but no significant accumulation in Wichita. 

 

12/01/08 

6pm 

Will there be enough salt to keep our roads clear this winter; that was a real problem last year, partly 

because of several bad storms early in the season?  We checked with officials at the Kansas Department of 

Transportation. 



 

 

 They say their salt bins are full and ready for the winter.  That's the same word we get from Sedgwick 

County.  Workers there say the salt domes were filled up before summer and they don't expect to need any 

more during the winter pending of course what the weather does. 

 

12/03/08 

6pm 

The Kansas Attorney General wants a lawsuit filed by Sunflower Electric thrown out.  The suit asks a 

Federal Judge to block the state from denying a permit to build two coal-fired power plants near Holcomb.  

The AG's office says the federal court lacks jurisdiction.  The issue is already pending before an 

Administrative Judge and the Kansas Supreme Court.  The state denied the building permit last year citing 

concerns about carbon dioxide emissions. 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

12/04/08 

6pm 

The city of Wichita agrees to an eco-partnership agreement with a city in China.  Both cities will develop 

environmentally friendly projects together.  Wushee China is much bigger than Wichita.  It has a 

population of 4.5 million people compared to Wichita's 360-thousand.  However the projects both cities 

plan to undertake will further energy security, promote economic stability and advance environmental 

sustainability. 

 

12/10/08 

5pm 

911 dispatchers in Sedgwick County received more than 500 calls regarding accidents yesterday.  The first 

winter storm of the season didn't drop much snow but it did cause lots of problems for drivers.  Some were 

injured in the wrecks around Wichita.  One person was killed on the turnpike near El Dorado.  There were 

probably more accidents than the ones dispatch received 516 calls about.  The Emergency Accident 

Reporting Plan was in effect much of the day, meaning authorities may not even know about some of 

yesterday's fender benders. 

 

12/11/08 

6pm 

A decision blocking the construction of two coal-fired power plants stands, for now at least.  Sunflower 

Electric wanted a review panel to overturn the decision.  The panel refused.  Sunflower wants to build the 

plants near Holcomb in Finney County.  The state denied the building permit last year citing concerns 

about carbon dioxide emissions.  Sunflower plans to take its case to the state supreme court. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

Wichita road crews are already out working ahead.  This year the city has made changes to its snow routes; 

hoping to get the streets cleared faster.  State road crews are on also stand-by tonight waiting for the call to 

hit the highways around Sedgwick County.  A K-DOT spokesperson told us 24 trucks are on call to cover 

the county.  There wasn't much the crews could do ahead of the storm the temperature is too low to lay 

down brine that would just freeze.  Crews instead will throw sand and salt on the highways especially on 

elevated areas and bridges, once the storm starts.  S supervisor is monitoring weather reports and Merril's 

forecast for the latest.  And even though K-DOT will have all its crews out; they tell us it's impossible to 

keep all highways clear so they want to remind you again, take it slow. 

 

12/18/08 

5pm 

In recent days Wichita area drivers have had to deal with snow and some ice.  Tonight some of the snow 

and ice are still around but there's something new, fog.  The thick stuff has been around the city all day.  

And there is a dense fog advisory in effect for the Wichita area until midnight.  

 

12/19/08 

5pm 



 

 

Yesterday's fog is still causing problems at the airport today.  That's because some flights to Memphis were 

never able to get off the ground.  And now weather problems in other cities are creating headaches for 

travelers in Wichita.  Snow in Chicago led to delays for in-bound and out-bound flights.  As the storm 

moved east so have the problems.   Tonight there are delays from Boston to Washington DC.  A reminder 

to check with your airline before heading to the airport to make sure your flight is on time. 

 

12/20/08 

6pm 

If you're leaving town for the holidays this week we can help call our travel hotline.  Storm Team 12, KFDI 

and The Wichita Eagle will be here to answer your questions.  What will the drive be like, what kind of 

clothes should I bring?  Get the answers Monday from 4pm-7pm.  

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

12/22/08 

10pm 

New at 10…K-DOT is just monitoring the weather tonight to see whether it will need to send trucks out.  

Crews will not pre-treat the roads.  A spokesperson tells us there's still a lot of sand and salt on the 

highways from last week's storm and k-dot is trying to conserve salt and diesel.  If the weather does get bad 

crews will be called out overnight. 

 

12/23/08 

10pm 

The weather could mean some people just won't make it to their destination for the holidays.  Wichitans 

trying to get to Chicago may be out of luck.  This evening we found almost all flights to and from Chicago 

were canceled out of Mid-Continent Airport and this is why; people at O'Hare Airport in Chicago are 

struggling to get home; as it keeps snowing there, people find themselves sleeping at the airport and 

wondering when they'll finally board a plane.  Flying is just one problem; this is what roads around 

Chicago look like.  In Chicago every inch of snow costs half a million dollars to the city budget.  This year 

there's no overtime for plow drivers and less salt to put down. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

When you're ready to get rid of those Christmas trees, Sedgwick County ask that you please recycle them.  

The county has 19 tree recycling sites located in Wichita and surrounding communities.  They said not only 

is tree recycling free but people can also pick up free bags of mulch.  The tree recycling centers are open 

now until January 23rd.  You can view a list of drop sites by going to the county's website at 

www.sedgwickcounty.org 

 

12/27/08 

9am 

Santa may have brought you a new television or computer but now what do you do with the old stuff?  For 

many people it ends up collecting dust and taking up space.  Jeff George didn't want to throw it all away; 

now he can recycle it.  Next month on January 24
th

 Sedgwick County will host a free E-Waste collection at 

the Kansas Coliseum.  The county figures a lot of people will be looking for a place for the old gadgets 

especially TV's.  The  

E-Waste collection is from 9am-4pm, Saturday, January 24th at the Kansas Coliseum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sedgwickcounty.org/


 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Ever wonder where your food comes from?  A new law going into effect this week requires grocers to label 

the country where foods are grown.  It includes meats, fish, fruits and vegetables, nuts and ginseng.  

Problem is not all foods are labeled.  For instance a raw chicken would require a label.  A cooked chicken 

from the deli would not.  Raw peanuts need a label.  Dry roasted ones do not.  A fresh cantaloupe gets a 

label.  If it's cut up and added to a fruit salad it does not.  Most people believe food labeling will help them 

make safer food choices.  But the law does not trace how food gets from the field to the table.  Still 

shoppers say its information they want to know.  Retailers have a six month grace period to get labels 

posted. 

 

10/02/08 

5pm 

A toxic chemical shuts down a south east Kansas skateboard park.  Now Pittsburg authorities believe three 

kids spilled the mercury after stealing it from a nearby warehouse.  Authorities said the contamination at 

Schlanger Park is confined to the skateboard area.  County health officials want to talk to anyone who was 

there Sunday and Monday.  They plan to interview at least 53 people; they worry because mercury can be 

harmful to the nervous and respiratory systems.  It can caused symptoms like nausea and headaches.   The 

EPA is helping investigate the incident and clean-up the contamination. 

 

10/03/08 

5pm 

Candy possibly tainted with a chemical that's making children in China sick is found in stores in Kansas 

even though it's recalled.  A Topeka station found the candy and learned a state inspector missed it.  

Eyewitness News Anchor Roger Cornish joins us with more.  Cindy, the candy is called White Rabbit it 

could contain the chemical melamine, the same chemical that's made thousands of children in China sick in 

the last few months.  This Asian market in Topeka carries White Rabbit.  The owner didn't even know it's 

been recalled.  A state inspector was there earlier this week to inspect milk products that could contain 

melamine, a chemical in tainted Chinese milk.  But the inspector didn't look at the Chinese candy which 

has milk listed as the final ingredient.  Today the Kansas Department of Agriculture put out the warning 

about the candy.  It wants consumers to know about white rabbit's recall and says stores should pull it off 

the shelves.  The department of agriculture says the candy was also found in a Kansas City store.  We did 

check with several Asian markets in Wichita; we found this similar candy but this one does not list milk as 

an ingredient.  

 

10/04/08 

10pm 



 

 

An SUV hits a man crossing K-15 near Derby.  The crash happened just before nine last night.  Police say 

46-year-old Chris Carr died at the scene.  The driver of the SUV was shaken but unhurt.  Police do not 

know why Carr tried to cross the highway.  It's not known if the driver will face any charges. 

 

10/05/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police say speed may have caused this deadly crash on Kellogg.  Eyewitnesses tell police a car 

tried to pass another vehicle early this morning when the driver lost control and hit a guardrail.  The car 

spun several times ejecting the driver.  Police have not released the victim's name and no other cars were 

involved. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Flu shots are already available at the Sedgwick County Health Department.  The health department says it's 

ready with more than 8-thousand shots.  Young children, pregnant women, people over 50, and anyone 

who are chronically ill should get vaccinated before November first.  The health department gives flu shots 

each weekday at its West Central location; cost is 30 dollars for adults, and 15 dollars up to the age of 8. 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

A Wichita company sends out repair kits for its Yo-Yo amusement ride after an accident in California hurt 

23 people when the ride malfunctioned at Six Flags over Texas.  Chance Industries makes the rides; they 

issued a recall, but won't bring the Yo-Yo's to Wichita.  Instead it's sending out kits to help inspect and 

repair the rides and giving new maintenance guidelines.  Chance said the Yo-Yo have been in use since 

1977. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

A man involved in a Wichita standoff spends his second night behind bars.  His family says what he really 

needs is treatment for mental illness.  JoAnn Lindsey says she's tried for years to get her brother help but no 

one listens.  She says he's schizophrenic and bi-polar.  Lindsey said she thought the stand-off was the 

breaking point and her brother would finally get help.  But police say he's a threat because he tried to hurt 

two teens with a machete.  Lindsey says he was acting out for help.  Comcare has assistance 24-7 for 

people with mental illness you can go to www.kwch.com to learn more about the programs offered. 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

A toddler from southwest Kansas is recovering from the same disease that killed his baby brother.  Tanner 

Strickland died Wednesday from an Ecoli infection.  His brother is listed in stable condition at a Wichita 

hospital.  The Seward County Health Department says the disease is limited to the family and there is no 

danger to the public.  That being said health workers are talking to anyone who may have had contact with 

the children. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

Doctors performed Via-Christi's first kidney transplant from a living donor in 1981.  There've been 999 

donations since; some from the most unlikely of donors.  Many of those same people came out to Botanica 

today to share their stories.  Including one person who says his match came from someone he didn't expect, 

a co-worker.  Today's event marked the 1-thousand transplant.  As for Larry Brownlee he plans to go back 

to work next week. 

 

10/13/08 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

10pm 

Two deaths in just a few days.  A HealthWatch Alert tonight…from state health officials as they investigate 

two e-coli deaths.  One child died in Seward County, another in Chase County.  Health officials say the 

deaths are unrelated and caused by different types of E-Coli.  They want you to take precautions by 

cooking food thoroughly and washing your hands. 

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

This accident two years ago brings new requirements tonight for school busses across the country.  Four 

students were killed when their bus plunged nose first over the side of an elevated interstate highway bridge 

in Alabama.  Today the government makes new rules.  Starting in 2011 all new small buses must have 

seatbelts.  Large buses would have to have higher seat backs, an extra four inches, that's supposed to help 

keep kids from moving around in an accident.  One Valley Center bus driver says while its good for safety 

it will make her job a little harder.  The Federal Government leaves it up to states to decide whether to 

require seat belts in big school busses.  The issue came up in the Kansas Legislature but never passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/16/08 

5am 

A warning to start being extra careful on your way to and from work or school.  That's because we are 

entering the height of deer mating season.  It runs now through the second week in November.  Five people 

died in deer-related crashes in Kansas last year and nearly 300 were hurt.  To avoid a crash; watch for the 

reflection of deer eyes and deer silhouettes on the side of the road.  Use of high-beam lights will help 

illuminate the eyes of a deer.  And if you see a deer in your path hit your brakes, but stay in your lane.  The 

most serious accidents happen when drivers swerve to avoid a collision and end up hitting another car. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

A Wichita woman is okay after driving her car into her own apartment.  Margaret Havens says while 

parking at the Willows Apartments she accidentally hit the gas pedal instead of the brake.  She talked about 

it with eyewitness news reporter Jim Grawe.  There was no one home at the time.  Margaret and the person 

living above her will have to stay elsewhere until someone can come out and inspect the building. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Authorities closed roads in Reno and Rice counties due to minor street flooding.  In Reno County 56th 

Avenue is closed near Wilson and Pennington Roads.  82nd Avenue is also blocked off near Vaggy Road.  

This is due to a rise in water levels in the cow creek.  It should crest sometime tonight.  There are also 

limited closures in parts of Rice County.  Authorities remind drivers not to go around barricades and to 

avoid high water areas. 

 

10/22/08 

5pm 

Reactions can be as mild as a tingling around the mouth or as serious as death.  Just a few food items cause 

the majority of problems for millions of kids.  The CDC results show Hispanic children with lower rates of 

food allergies than white or black children.  But researchers say it may not be an issue of genetics but 

awareness and a family not considering food allergies for a child's illness. 

 



 

 

10/23/08 

5pm 

Wichita Police will be handing out candy on Halloween night.  Kids and their parents can go to one of the 

patrol bureaus on the 31St show off their costumes and grab some treats.  And tomorrow night police and 

firefighters plan to dress up.  They're holding Halloween in the park from six to nine.  It's going on at 

Cypress Park near the Patrol East bureau.  Officers and firefighters will be in costume to teach kids about 

Halloween safety and give out glow-sticks. 

 

10/24/08 

10pm 

A Nickerson woman learns the hard way, don‟t text while driving.  Wichita police say she crashed into a 

squad car on the 21St North ramp to I-135 this morning.  Paramedics took a passenger in the car to the 

hospital where doctors treated and released her.  Neither the driver nor the police officer was hurt.  

Authorities cited the driver for failure to yield, careless driving and in-attentive driving. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

First responders find a car crash with the help of a cell phone.  Just after three this morning, a driver called 

911 saying he'd hit a utility pole.  Authorities traced the signal to the area of 77th Street North and Hoover 

road near Valley Center.  The driver suffered minor injuries but his passenger had to be flown to a Wichita 

hospital.  That passenger is listed in serious condition tonight.  Sheriff's deputies say they're looking into 

whether speed or alcohol played a role in the crash. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/26/08 

5:30pm 

Greensburg breaks ground on a new Memorial Hospital this week.  It's designed to be the first Leed 

platinum hospital in the nation.  Leed is a voluntary certification program that recognizes how stable a 

building is against the elements.  Platinum is the highest level of Leed verification. 

 

10/27/08 

5pm 

The number one recommendation to fight the flu is to get the flu vaccine.  The Centers for Disease Control 

also suggests preventing the spread of germs by covering you nose and mouth with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze,   washing your hands often with soap and water and avoiding close contact with people 

who are sick.  If you do get sick, stay home, to keep from infecting others. 

 

10/28/08 

6pm 

A recent study shows almost 12-thousand children in Sedgwick County living in homes where alcohol or 

drugs are abused.  An informal task force called the meth kids initiative was formed seven years ago to try 

and remove children out of drug environments.  Just recently, the group became the Kansas Alliance for 

Drug Endangered Children.  The alliance will also try to prosecute parents or adults who put kids in 

unhealthy situations.  The group hopes it can help the children before it's too late.  Sedgwick County is one 

of 27 in Kansas with official protocol in place.  There are 17 counties in the process of creating a plan.  

 

10/31/08 

10pm 

A Sedgwick County man dies while working on dump truck.  It happened around five this evening west of 

Valley Center on North Tyler.  The Sheriff's Department says the 76-year-old was caught between the bed 

of the truck and chassis.  He died at the scene.  Authorities have not said what caused the bed of the truck to 

come down on top of the man.  The Sheriff's Department has not released his name. 

 

11/02/08 



 

 

10pm 

They wanted a ride; now two 12-year-old girls are in the hospital after falling off a piece of construction 

equipment.  The accident happened around seven last night in this west Wichita neighborhood.  Police say 

the girls asked a worker at this home -under construction to ride in the bobcat.  When the girls fell out of 

the front bucket, officers say the driver didn't notice and ran over them.  The girls were taken to the 

intensive care unit at Wesley Medical Center one suffered a shattered pelvis, the other a severed liver.  

Both are expected to be okay. 

 

11/03/08 

6pm 

The Clark County Emergency Manager has a message for folks working the fields; be extremely careful!  

Crews from nine fire departments in two states spent the afternoon fighting an accidental grass fire.  

Investigators say a swather, just south of the Kansas Oklahoma boarder may have started it.  The 6-hundred 

acre blaze barely hit Kansas ground but firefighters say this may just be the beginning of a fiery winter if 

the ground doesn't get some moisture.  The wet summer has left a lot of grass and foliage to burn. 

 

11/07/08 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...for the first time scientists say they have de-coded the complete DNA of a 

cancer patient tracing the disease to its genetic roots.  They found eight new genetic mutations associated 

with the disease.   But experts say the more important discovery is the approach itself.  It took about seven 

years and 300 million dollars to sequence the first human genome.  But with new technology it could soon 

take only minutes and cost less than a thousand dollars. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

11/10/08 

6am 

We wanted to know how often you see people zipping through school zones?  Our exclusive Fact-Finder 12 

scientific survey asked 5-hundred people in the Wichita area how often they see drivers breaking the law.  

39-percent say they regularly see people speed through school zones, 45-percent of you say occasionally 

and 15-percent say you rarely see people speeding.  If there's a school zone in your neighborhood where 

speeding is a problem; we want to know about it.  That includes schools outside the Wichita area.  Just go 

to www.kwch.com/zone and send us an e-mail.  Then watch us "In the Zone" again next Monday morning. 

 

11/11/08 

5pm 

Throw away your decongestant and eat more mandarin oranges.  The USDA just finished a study on the 

fruit.  It found mandarin oranges contain 7 times more synephrine than other citrus.  Synephrine is a natural 

decongestant, it's believed to help allergy symptoms and fight the common cold.  One woman says oranges 

help so much she raised 16-thousand dollars so the study could be done.  The owner of this California 

ranch says the super citrus is in high demand he says he's asked to ship them all around the world.  

 

11/12/08 

6pm 

The governor's energy council rejects a proposal to reduce the speed limit from 70 miles-per-hour to 65 on 

Kansas highways.  Members of the council originally recommended lowering the speed limit as a way to 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  However the public was overwhelmingly against the changes and the 

proposal died by a vote of 19-to-1.  The council also rejected higher fines for speeding and tougher 

enforcement of speed limits. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

Boeing will inspect hundreds of its planes looking for parts on the 737 that may corrode too soon.  The 

company first got notice from Spirit in Wichita.  That un-coated parts have been used on 390 planes since 
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August of 2007.  The parts will have to be replaced on planes already in service and others before they're 

delivered.  A Boeing spokeswoman says there's no immediate flight safety risk. 

 

11/14/08 

6am 

Some good news; as the U.S. smoking rate drops under 20-percent for the first time.  3 major factors are 

driving the numbers down; smoking bans in public places,  higher taxes pushing prices higher and more 

medications to help people quit.  According to the government, smoking rates have been gradually 

dropping since the mid 1960s. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Two men walk away from a plane crash in Stafford County in Western Kansas.  Terry Spradley of the Saint 

John News sent us these photos.  The plane went down about a half-mile south of Highway 50 near the 

county airport this afternoon.  The plane crashed shortly after takeoff and slide about 30 yards before 

coming to a stop.  The two people on-board refused medical treatment.  

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Mulvane finalizes its agreement to provide emergency services to the nearby town of Belle Plaine.  Lack of 

funding and volunteers forced Belle Plaine to cut its EMS service.  Mulvane agreed to charge Belle Plaine 

120 dollars per call ...through at least the middle of next year.  In the meantime more than 20 people in 

Belle Plaine are in training to become first responders...even though they won't be able to transport patients. 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

11/19/08 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...it's becoming the drug of choice for teens and in most cases it's coming 

from parents.  While use of all other drugs goes down prescription drug abuse is climbing.  Police and 

school officials in small towns like Belle Plaine are trying to educate parents.  That's because most teens 

get the drugs from their parent‟s medicine cabinets.  In April two Belle Plaine middle school students were 

arrested for passing pain killers to other kids.  While it hasn't become a big problem in Belle Plaine officials 

are working to keep it that way.  The most commonly abused prescription drugs are pain killers.  A study 

by the department of justice found that more than eight percent of 12 to 17-year-olds have abused a pain 

killer.  Common brand names include Lortab, Oxycontin, and Vicodin.  For more on prescription drug 

abuse and how to dispose of your prescriptions properly go to www.kwch.com  

 

11/20/08 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...it's being called a revolution that could transform the lives of people 

needing new organs.  A Columbian woman has become the first person in the world to be given a new 

windpipe made from tissue grown from her own stem cells.  Here's what doctors did; first they scrubbed 

away the cells from the windpipe of a woman who recently died.  Then they replaced them with the 

recipient's own stem cells taken from her hip.  Since the windpipe is now made-up of the woman's own 

cells she won't have to take any anti-rejection medicine.  The doctors behind the surgery say they're 

planning future transplants based on this surgery's success. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

They cost the city five thousand dollars each but officers that use them say they're worth it.  The Wichita 

Police Department has new dash cameras in eight squad cars mostly used for traffic stops.  The cameras 

automatically begin recording when officers turn on their emergency lights.  Officers and drivers we talked 
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with say they like knowing everything they do during traffic stops is on video.  Wichita's dash cams can see 

both out the front of the vehicle and into the backseat.  Police officials have been hesitant to expand dash-

cams beyond traffic vehicles because on average, in seven of ten incidents, don't happen in front of the 

cameras. 

 
11/22/08 

10pm 

A fire and ammonia leak forces the evacuation of the Hiland Dairy on East Central.  A small fire in a 

refrigerator caused the leak around two this morning.  A Hazmat crew shut off the ammonia but levels 

remained high in the building long after the fire.  The Department of Agriculture will have to inspect the 

building in the next few days.  A Hiland spokesperson said work at the dairy continued Saturday as normal.  

No one was seriously hurt. 

 

11/24/08 

5pm 

The Kansas birth rate was up last year, while the death rate was down; the Kansas Department of Health 

and Environment released its vital statistics for 2007 today.  It shows the birth rate was up nearly 3 percent 

over the previous year.  The health department said the state averaged 115 live births and 67 deaths each 

day last year.  It also says the state averaged 52 marriages and 26 divorces each day, an increase in both 

categories over 2006. 

 

11/25/08 

5am 

Scientists are shedding new light on the causes of Epilepsy.  Researchers say a breakdown between 

immune cells and blood vessels in the brain appears to play a key role in the disease.  The discovery could 

mean that some drugs designed to change the immune system may one day help fight the brain condition.  

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

11/27/08 

10pm 

A man accidentally shoots his brother while hunting pheasant in Reno County.  The sheriff said Edwin 

Johnson shot at a bird not realizing his brother David was in the line of fire.  Pellets hit David in the head, 

neck and shoulder.  A medical helicopter flew him to Wichita were he's in fair condition at Saint Francis 

hospital. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

A Wichita man missing for more than a week is back home with his family.  We first told you about 

Wesley King on Saturday.  The 59-year-old takes medication for schizophrenia and diabetes.  He wandered 

away from home without his medication and his family was worried.  A woman called police earlier this 

week saying she'd seen our report and knew where to find Wesley.  He was back home in time for 

Thanksgiving. 

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

Flames pour from the roof of this home in Bel Aire.  The fire started around eleven this morning at a home 

in the 57-hundred block of East Perryton.  Crews on the scene think the fire started in the walls and spread 

to the attic.  The homeowner made it out safely.  The home has damage both from the fire and from crews 

cutting through the walls to put it out.  There's no word on an official cause. 

 

11/30/08 



 

 

10pm 

Carbon monoxide leaks are common during the winter.  CO can come from furnaces, space heaters and 

other equipment used to heat your home.  In fact any appliance that burns with an open flame can produce 

carbon monoxide.  Symptoms of poisoning include headaches, fatigue, dizziness and shortness of breath.  

One of the best defenses is a carbon monoxide detector.  For a complete list of safety tips go to 

www.kwch.com  

 

12/01/08 

6pm 

Johnson was hunting pheasants in Reno County with his brother and nephew; a bird got up, his brother shot 

not knowing Johnson was in the line of fire.  He was hit by pellets in his head, neck and arm.  A medical 

helicopter flew Johnson to a Wichita hospital because at the time emergency crews didn't know the extent 

of his injuries.  He is expected to recover however he will have to go back to have the pellets removed from 

his head and neck.  Just minutes after the accident a Reno County Sheriff's deputy just happened to drive by 

the area.  Today an emotional Johnson wanted to thank everyone who helped save his life.  I asked Johnson 

if he was wearing hunter orange he said yes that he was wearing an orange hat, he said he will never hunt 

again and will stick to fishing. 

 

12/02/08 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch…a new survey finds almost one in five American teens has a personality 

disorder that affects every day life.  The disorders include obsessive or compulsive tendencies.  The study 

also found less than 25 percent of college students with mental problems actually get treatment. 

 

12/03/08 

5pm 

A 450 million dollar facility and 500 hundred high paying jobs created.  The Federal Government says it 

will recommend Manhattan Kansas for new Bio-Defense lab.  The research lab would focus on highly 

infectious animal and human diseases as an effort to protect the American food supply; both grain and 

animal.  Scientists will study biological threats like anthrax and foot-and-mouth disease.  The lab will 

replace an aging facility on an island four miles off New York's coast.  Manhattan beats out four other 

states, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina and Texas.  A formal announcement won't be made until later 

this week, when the agency releases an environmental impact statement.  The choice won't be made final 

until sometime after a 30-day window for comments on the decision, which could face legal challenges 

from losing states. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

12/04/08 

6pm 

Emporia becomes the latest Kansas City to ban smoking in public places.  Commissioners passed the 

ordinance by a vote of 3-to-2.  You can no longer light up at bars or restaurants or within 10 feet of a 

business entrance.  The ban takes effect in 90-days.  Violators‟ will be fined between 50 and a hundred 

dollars.  A business owner plans to start a petition drive to bring the smoking ban before voters next year. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

A driver resigns after his criminal history and job raise safety questions.  Our FactFinder 12 investigation 

revealed Safe Riders employed a driver convicted of rape and other offenses against women.  Safe Riders 

picks up people who are too intoxicated to drive home.  Wichita State University is one of its biggest 

clients the school pays for the service for its students.  Officials say considering the driver's history he 

should not be around intoxicated female students.  Today the driver resigned and the company promised 

this would not happen again.  Safe Riders says its top priority is maintaining trust with its clients. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 
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An early morning car crash in southwest Kansas kills a Dodge City man.  Police say Armando DeLacruz 

lost control of his car on a road in Clark County.  The car rolled; ejecting DeLacruz.  Police say he didn't 

have a seat belt on.  Investigators are not saying what may have caused the driver to lose control. 

 

12/08/08 

6pm 

Today is the start of national influenza vaccination week.  For the first time state officials recommend that 

anyone from the age of six months to 18 years gets a flu shot.  More than 15-hundred Kansans die each 

year from the flu and pneumonia.  For more on vaccinations and tips on ways to help prevent the flu go to 

wwwkwch.com/health.  

 

12/10/08 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...cancer could be the world's top killer by the year 2010, thanks in part to 

rising tobacco use in developing countries.  Researchers expect cancer to overtake heart disease also 

because doctors are getting better at diagnosing cancer.  Health experts say about 17-million people 

worldwide will die from cancer by 2030. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

A HealthWatch alert tonight to talk to your doctor.  The government pulls two asthma medications because 

Floradil and Serevent may not be safe for everyone.  The FDA held two days of hearings after studies 

found patients taking the drugs were at higher risk of some serious side effects.  But doctors warn-don't just 

stop taking the medication without checking with your own physician.  The FDA will allow Advair and 

Symbicort those medications contain a drug to open up breathing passages-but also a steroid to lower 

inflammation that causes passages to narrow. 

 

12/12/08 

6pm 

The Tobacco Free Kansas Coalition said 10-thousand children start smoking every year.  And they hope 

Kansas leaders can help lower that number.  The coalition wants to use part of a 180 million dollar tobacco 

settlement for child smoking prevention.  It said Kansas is ranked 42nd in the nation for financing 

programs to shield kids from smoking.  The coalition says the state spends 2 million a year on prevention.  

That's only 6 percent of what the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends and less 

than 2 percent of the money spent every year on tobacco advertising in the state.  The group also wants the 

state to raise taxes on cigarettes.  

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

A man is taken to a Wichita hospital after falling into a 20 foot hole.  Emergency workers say the man was 

walking by a construction site on South Palisade when he got too close.  Someone walking by heard the 

man call for help and called 911.  It took crews about 15 minutes to get him out.  He was alert and talking 

the entire time.  Paramedics took him to the hospital in serious condition.  EMS workers said he 

complained of back pain from the fall.  The area where he fell is marked with security fencing. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

SIDS or Sudden Infant Death Syndrome is the leading cause of death for children under four.  Today the 

SIDS Network of Kansas held a memorial service to remember children who have died.  The event featured 

music, poetry and a candle lighting ceremony.  It also gave people that have lost a child to SIDS a chance 

to talk about what they're going through.  Thanks to research and education deaths related to SIDS have 



 

 

fallen more than 50-percent since 1983.  For information on preventing SIDS go to the HealthWatch 

section at www.kwch.com  

 

12/15/08 

10pm 

15 people living in one house all go to the hospital for carbon monoxide poisoning and seven of them are 

kids.  They're members of two families living in the same Garden City home.  At least one of the victims 

had been fainting over the last couple days, but no one thought anything was wrong until everyone got sick.  

Wichita fire officials say carbon monoxide can sneak up on you.  Bricknell suggests having a technician 

check your heating system at the start of the season and getting a carbon-monoxide detector for your home. 

 

12/16/08 

5pm 

The emergency accident reporting plan is in effect in the city of Wichita and Andover but not for Sedgwick 

County.  So if you're in an accident and no one is hurt, exchange information and fill out an accident report 

form within 24 hours; you can get those at police substations, Quik Trips, or download one at 

www.kwch.com  

 

12/17/08 

6pm 

Kansas confirms its first flu case this season.  The KDHE said the case is in South-Central Kansas but 

would not specify where.  Flu activity usually peaks around February and into spring.  The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention has identified four strains of influenza circulating this year, including one 

resistant to certain drugs.  Experts recommend the elderly, children; pregnant women and those with 

weakened immune systems get vaccinated. 

 

12/18/08 

10pm 

We learn this Abilene day care will appeal its state suspension even though it turned itself in.  The Learn 

and Grow Depot shut down earlier this month; investigators say video from a webcam shows children tied 

to chairs and thrown under the sink.  The center will have to appeal because the state says that's the only 

way it will have a chance to reopen.  As for a criminal investigation into what happened the Police Chief 

told us he turned the case over to the county attorney to decide whether to file charges against any of the 

workers.  The county attorney hasn't returned out calls yet. 

 

12/20/08 

6pm 

The Kansas Department of Health is still tracking the first flu case in Kansas.  They say it popped up in 

South Central Kansas but aren't specifying where.  Flu activity usually peaks around February and into 

spring.  Experts recommend the elderly, children; pregnant women and those with weakened immune 

systems get vaccinated. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

12/22/08 

6pm 

If you are heading out on the road it might be good ideas to have some professionals look at your car.  

Tracy's Automotive was busy today with people ready to get out of town.  The manager says a little 

preventative maintenance for any vehicle goes a long way.  Customers agreed; they said they want to make 

sure everything is taken care of now rather than be stranded on the side of the road in the cold. 

 

12/25/08 

10pm 

An afternoon fire destroyed much of Christmas for an Augusta family.  Family members were having 

Christmas dinner at a relative's when a neighbor called to tell them their house was on fire.  Fire crews 
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found heavy smoke and flames when they arrived.  They were able to knock the fire down, but not before it 

destroyed all the Christmas presents.  Family members tell us tonight they are just glad no one was home at 

the time.  Investigators still don't know what caused the fire. 

 

12/26/08 

6pm 

It turns out that video game you kids received for Christmas could be bad for their self-esteem.  A study out 

of Kansas State University shows video games featuring muscular men or very thin women can negatively 

affect player's feelings about their own bodies.  Researchers had volunteers play either a wrestling game, or 

a beach volleyball game.  The study's author says playing as little as 15 minutes can affect gamers' self 

esteem. 

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

Transportation officials will decide whether or not to install guard cables like these on Kansas highways.  

The cables would go between the road and the median.  K-DOT began looking into the cables after five 

people died in crossover crashes last year.  The cables would help prevent vehicles from going through the 

median and into on-coming traffic.  There are at least 25 other states that use the cables. 

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

A Hutchinson man loses two fingers in a fireworks accident.  Police say the man was celebrating with a 

group of friends this afternoon when the fireworks blew up in his hand.  He was air-lifted to Wesley 

Medical Center in Wichita.  The 44-year-old man could face criminal charges for using homemade 

explosives.  Police are not releasing his name. 

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

For asthma sufferers tonight; come January first pharmacists have to pull old inhalers off the shelves.  The 

FDA said those inhalers contain ozone depleting chemicals.  Pharmacist said customers don't like the new 

inhalers because they taste and feel different.  They also cost twice as much.  But patients have been 

stocking up for months.  Pharmacists at Barney's Deep Discount Drugs said they sold their last old inhaler 

this morning.  They've been integrating the new inhalers for almost two years. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

It's a free way to get home from your New Years Eve celebration tonight.  But few people are taking 

advantage.  This is the fourth year Triple-A and Mothers against Drunk driving have offered a free cab ride 

home through a program called care cab.  The groups send fliers out to more than 370 Wichita bars and 

drinking establishments.   But each year, care cab has only about 60 to 80 calls.  People we talked with say 

they've seen plenty of bar-goers who need a ride but think they can drive home.  Care Cab is available to 

anyone in Sedgwick County.  To get a free ride home tonight call Best Cab at 838-2233.  You must ask for 

a Care Cab ride.  And remember, it's a free ride home; the cab service won't take you to another bar or 

party. 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

10/01/08 

6pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius says congress should pass the 700-billion dollar bailout plan quickly.  She says 

she understands why people are furious about the bailout.  Sebelius added that Wall Street has played 

Russian Roulette with the markets.  Kansas Senator Pat Roberts plans to vote against the bill.  Senator Sam 

Brownback has not said how he will vote.  The Senate will vote on the 700 billion dollar bailout plan 

tonight after 6:30.  Be sure to stay with Eyewitness News and www.kwch.com for the latest. 

 

10/02/08 
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10pm 

Will a revised bill be enough to change minds and get members of the house to vote for a bailout bill?  

Party leaders are counting heads before tomorrow's vote.  The new version of the bill includes billions of 

dollars for new projects like tax breaks, and an increase in the federal deposit insurance amount to 250-

thousand dollars.  That's on top of the original plan to buy risky assets from financial institutions.  Leaders 

admit the bill isn't perfect, but it's the best solution they have for now.  Right now they can't predict 

whether or not it will pass. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

So how did your Kansas Congressional members vote for the bailout plan?  Representative Dennis Moore 

voted in favor of it.  Congresswoman Nancy Boyda, Congressman Jerry Moran and Congressman Todd 

Tiahrt all voted against the plan. 

 

10/07/08 

6pm 

With four weeks 'til Election Day; tonight's your chance to hear from Sedgwick County candidates.  Sheriff 

candidates Bob Hinshaw and Democrat Walt Kuykendall will hold a debate.  Then the candidates for 

Sedgwick County District Attorney will go head to head.  Incumbant Nola Foulston will debate Republican 

candidate Mark Schoenhofer.  The debates start at 6:55 at the Farmers Credit bank building. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage…this election is already breaking records in advance voting.  More 

than 60 thousand mail in ballots are ready to be mailed.  That's three times as many requested in the 2004 

presidential election. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage; the attacks continue from two candidates vying for a U.S. Senate 

seat.  Former Congressman Jim Slattery is running against Senator Pat Roberts.  The two participated in a 

debate hosted by the Kansas Association of Broadcasters today.  They talked about the Wall Street crisis, 

what Congress should do about an energy policy and immigration issues.  Each candidate had 90 seconds 

to answer a question and 30 seconds for rebuttal.  At times both candidates wanted to say more.  You'll find 

the entire debate at www.kwch.com we'll also rebroadcast it Saturday night at 11:05 pm on KWCH-TV 12 

and you can catch it on the Kansas CW Sunday afternoon at 3.  That's channel 33 or cable channel 5. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Tomorrow is the last day to register to vote in Kansas.  Registration forms must be postmarked no later 

than Monday to vote in the November fourth election.  Forms are available at your local election office, 

Quik Trip and Dillon‟s stores; you can also print them off at www.kwch.com  

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

Two weeks until the election and if you haven't registered to vote it‟s too late now; voters flooded county 

election offices trying to get their forms in last minute...before this evening's deadline.  In Sedgwick 

County election officials expect an 80 percent turnout. 

 

10/21/08 

10pm 
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Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage…two weeks until the election and tomorrow morning voters in 

Sedgwick County can begin casting their ballots.  People in other parts of the state have already done that.  

Hundreds voted at this polling place in Topeka.  Many had to wait in long lines.  Learn more about when 

you can start voting at www.kwch.com/campaign 08.com 

 

10/22/08 

10pm 

More than expected with long lines stretching out the door; our Campaign 08 coverage shows people in 

Sedgwick County began advanced voting today.  The election commissioner said the turnout is double that 

of the first day of voting back in 2004.  Voter registration numbers are also breaking records.  In Sedgwick 

County more than 257 thousand people are registered to vote, in Kansas more than 1-point-7 million.  767-

thousand of them are Republicans, 478-thousand are Democrats and almost as many 475-thousand are 

unaffiliated. 

 

10/23/08 

6pm 

Sedgwick County Election Commissioner Bill Gale expects 70 to 80 percent of registered voters to cast 

ballots this November.  There are just over 1-point-7 million registered voters in Kansas.  Of those 258-

thousand live in Sedgwick County.  767-thousand voters statewide are registered as Republicans.  478-

thousand are registered democrats.  While just as many are not affiliated with any party. 

 

10/24/08 

6pm 

The Saline County election office has been flooded with advance voters.  In our campaign 

coverage...advance voting began Wednesday.  As of early Friday afternoon, 1200 voters had already cast 

their ballot.  Election Clerk Don Merriman says more people are finding how easy it is and taking 

advantage of voting early.  He urges anyone who will be out of town on Election Day or who simply wants 

to beat the crowds come in and cast their vote.  Anyone who is registered to vote can take advantage of the 

advance voting.  In Sedgwick county, October 31st is the last day the election office stops sending out 

advanced ballots.  To find out more, visit our website at www.kwch.com and look under Campaign 08.   

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

Advance voting continues Monday.  You can vote in person from 8 to 5 at the election office in downtown 

Wichita.  On Tuesday 15 Satellite voting centers open around Sedgwick County.  Advance voting in person 

ends at noon on November 3rd.  A reminder; mail in ballots must be post-marked no later than 7:00pm on 

Election Day. 

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Donations ranging from 20 dollars to500; expenditures that include payments for advertising time even 

money for candy to hand out at a parade.  Those are the kinds of details you can find in campaign finance 

reports due today.  Candidates have to show who gave them money and how they spent it.  In the race for 

Sedgwick County Commission District 2 150 people contributed to the campaign of incumbent Tim 

Norton.  Challenger Craig Gable gave 50 thousand dollars of his own money to his campaign.  You can 

read the finance reports for yourself through a link at www.kwch.com  

 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

10/28/08 

10pm 

One week from tonight we may know who will be the next president.  But tonight election offices across 

the state have a lot of work to prepare.  Many tested their voting machines this morning.  In Topeka eight 

election inspectors of different political parties observed as workers tested the machines.  In Sedgwick 

County the Election Commissioner tells us workers tested each type of voting equipment; from the voting 
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machines to the ballot readers   to the computer that adds up the votes.  The Election Commissioner told us 

the testing verified that all machines are working properly.  If you haven't voted you now can go to the 

satellite offices check out www.kwch.com for information under Campaign 08. 

 

10/31/08 

5pm 

More Kansans than ever will cast a ballot in the upcoming election.  Today the Secretary of State made his 

prediction of voter turnout.  Ron Thornburgh says there are more than 1 point three million will vote.  If 

that many people do vote, that will be a 78 percent turnout; that would break a record.  The last one was set 

in the 2004 election.  This year‟s turnout should exceed it by about 150 thousand voters. 

 

11/01/08 

10pm 

The Secretary of State predicts 78-percent of registered voters in Kansas will vote early, mail in their 

ballots or head the polls on Election Day.  Here are the latest numbers; in Sedgwick County 40-thousand 

people have already voted in advance.  Election organizers have received 62-thousand mail-in ballots of the 

74-thousand sent out.  There are 261-thousand registered voters in Sedgwick County.  For information on 

how to vote early go to www.kwch.com/campaign08 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

Here are few election reminders; early voting in person ends at noon tomorrow.  If you are mailing your 

ballot it must be in the Election office no later than seven Tuesday Night.  Polls open at 6 on Election Day 

and close at seven.  Then stays with KWCH all night long as the returns come in; we'll have them here on-

air and online at www.kwch.com  

 

11/03/08 

6pm 

The Secretary of State's Office reports as of this morning, almost 284-thousand people voted in advance in 

person and by mail.  That breaks the record set in 2004 by about 38-thousand votes.  Sedgwick County had 

the most advanced ballots turned in, Johnson County came in second.  Earlier this week, the Kansas 

Secretary of state said he expects about 1-point-36 million voters to go to the poll that‟s about 78 percent of 

registered voters.  

      
11/04/08 

10pm 

We're also following races for the U.S. House; in District four Republican Congressman Todd Tiahrt keeps 

his seat.  He has a majority of the vote.  He has beaten out Democrat and State Senator Donald Betts.  

Tiahrt has been in Congress since 1994. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

The election may be over but tonight some races are still too close to call.  From the Senate race in 

Minnesota between comedian Al Franken and incumbent Norm Coleman.  To a Kansas State House race in 

Newton; 

to the tiny town of Willard near Topeka where the mayor still doesn't know whether a sales tax issue 

passed.  Money from the sales tax would help build streets for this small town.  But tonight it's still a tie; 

you see 13 people voted for the tax and 13 others voted against it.  The vote will be officially decided 

Monday if the tie doesn't break? .Kansas law says the sale tax automatically fails.  By the way in case 

you're wonder Willard's population is 86. 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/campaign08
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

Election officials in Sedgwick County will count provisional ballots from Tuesday's election this week.  

The board of canvassers meets tomorrow to verify the ballots.  Election offices across the state will do the 

same in the next few days if they haven't already.   

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

Almost a week later election results are certified in Sedgwick County.  New tonight…the Wichita school 

bond passes by an even bigger margin.  The Board of Canvassers approved about 80 percent of provisional 

ballots.  The rest were thrown out; those are ballots that came in late, were not signed or didn't have a valid 

address.  The final count didn't change any other races. 

 

11/11/08 

6pm 

A recent trip to Chicago is prompting more speculation that Governor Kathleen Sebelius may play a role in 

the Obama administration.  A spokesperson said the governor was in Chicago celebrating her husband's 

59th birthday.     But the windy city is also the home of Barack Obama's transition team.  The spokesperson 

says Sebelius' trip was planned well in advance of the election, and the governor did not meet with Obama 

or members of his transition team.  Sebelius has been mentioned as a potential Energy, or Health & Human 

Services Secretary. 

 

11/13/08 

6pm 

An estimated one million people could attend the inauguration.  One person who plans to go is Kansas 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius.  A spokeswoman tells Eyewitness News the governor hopes to attend the 

January 20th ceremony.  If she does go it will be Sebelius' first trip to a Presidential Inauguration.  The 

governor was one of Obama's most visible supporters during the campaign.  These-days Sebelius is 

frequently mentioned as a possible cabinet secretary.  The governor addressed the speculation during a stop 

in Wichita this morning.  The positions most often mentioned for Sebelius include Secretary of Education, 

Commerce, Energy or Health and Human Services. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

KU honors former President George H.W. Bush for his years of public service.  The 41st president received 

this year's Dole Leadership prize in Lawrence this afternoon.  But not everything went off as planned.  

Anti-war hecklers interrupted bush three times during his speech.  The former president seemed to take it 

all in stride.  Each fall the Dole Institute gives the award to a person or group whose leadership helped to 

inspire others. 

 

11/18/08 

6pm 

Kansas has a new State Treasurer.  Governor Kathleen Sebelius appointed House Minority Leader Dennis 

McKinney today.  MicKinney is from Greensburg.  He will manage 39 employees and an annual operating 

budget of three-point-5 million.  The governor says in our current economic times the new treasurer will 

play an important role.  Mckinney will replace Lynn Jenkins, she has served as the State Treasurer since 

2002 and is leaving the post after winning the 2nd District seat in the U.S. Congress. 

 

11/20/08 

5pm 

There was a lot of talk on blogs today about our governor's future.  Some bloggers believed she'd be named 

a member of Obama's cabinet today.  Commerce, labor, interior and secretary of energy are positions where 

her name has come up.  Eyewitness News has been in contact with the governor's office throughout the 

day.  At last check, a spokesperson told us she's fairly certain the governor will not be making any big 

announcements today.  She said Obama would have to offer the governor the job, she would have to accept 

it and Obama's people would have to announce it.  The spokesperson tells us it's a little late in the day for 

that all to happen. 

POLITICS Q-4 



 

 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

He just won re-election but Congressman Todd Tiahrt appears to have his eyes set on another office.  A 

spokesperson said Tiahrt is laying the groundwork for a Senate campaign.  The Congressman tells the 

Associated Press that he's traveled the state and made phone calls about running.  Congressman Jerry 

Moran has filed paperwork allowing him to accept contributions for a Senate bid.  Sam Brownback is 

expected to leave the Senate and run for Kansas Governor in 2010.   

 

11/22/08 

8am 

It‟s been offered; now Wichita city council members wait to hear whether Bob Layton wants the city 

manager job.  The council presented Layton the job Tuesday after voting four to three for him.  Layton says 

he was excited until he heard it was a split vote.  Mayor Carl Brewer, Sue Schlapp and Lavonta Williams 

voted against him.  Layton is talking with the council before making a decision.  If he accepts contract 

negotiations would begin. 

 

11/25/08 

5pm 

Election officials in Shawnee County just found 14 ballots they never counted.  The found them in the 

trunk of an election worker's car.  Officials say the bag of provisional ballots was missed when other 

polling place supplies were brought back to the main office on election night.  The county commission 

canvassed the 14 provisional ballots on Monday, deciding to count 7 of them, not enough to impact the 

outcome of any races. 

 

11/27/08 

6pm 

Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh said despite record turn-out in this year‟s election; it went smoothly.  

The State's Board of Canvassers met yesterday to certify election results of all 105 counties bringing an 

official end to the 2008 campaign.  Thornburgh said the election was noteworthy because of record voter 

registration, advanced voting, and turnout.  Johnson and Sedgwick Counties had more people vote early 

than show up on Election Day. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

Top Republicans in the Kansas legislature say Governor Sebelius needs to cut spending immediately.  The 

Governor has already told state agencies to plan on a  3-percent budget cut but hasn't ordered one.  State 

budgets will be the topic when President-elect Obama meets with governors next week Sebelius among 

them.  The governors want any new economic stimulus package to include help for states facing budget 

problems.  Tuesday's meeting is bound to fuel talk of a potential cabinet position for Sebelius.  She's 

considered a front-runner several jobs including labor, energy and transportation secretary.  

 

11/30/08 

10pm 

There's still no word if Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius will be part of Obama's cabinet.  She's been 

mentioned for everything from labor secretary to energy secretary.  Sebelius will meet with the President-

elect on Tuesday.  She'll join other governors at an economic summit in Philadelphia.  Many governors say 

any new economic stimulus package must include help for states facing budget problems. 

 

12/01/08 

6pm 

A long-running battle over water brought the Kansas Attorney General before the U.S. Supreme Court 

today.  Stephen Six wants the court to over-turn rulings that limited how much Colorado owes Kansas for 

violating a water-rights agreement.  The dispute goes back to 1985, when Kansas sued Colorado for taking 

too much out of the Arkansas River.  A decade later, the Supreme Court ruled against Colorado and 



 

 

awarded Kansas 34-million dollars in damages.  Then a special master appointed by the courts limited the 

payment of interest on the damages. 

 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

12/02/08 

6pm 

Kansas isn't the only state facing budget deficits because of recession; 43 of the 50 states have lost tax 

revenue.  Governor Kathleen Sebelius met with President-elect Barack Obama today in Philadelphia along 

with the rest of the nation's governors.  Obama asked for their help in designing an economic recovery plan. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

The clock is ticking for the Wichita Greyhound Park.  The state says if the park doesn't have a plan to re-

open by June they will revoke the facility's license.  The park closed last year after voters rejected slot 

machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says he won't re-open the park unless the legislature 

allows slot machines.  He plans to petition lawmakers to do just that when they return to Topeka next 

month. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius takes herself out of the running for a cabinet position.  The governor 

said the state's financial problems are too great for her to leave.  Budget experts said Kansas faces a one-

hundred-forty million dollar budget shortfall by end of the current fiscal year in June.  That could grow to 

1-billion dollars by 2010.  Sebelius had been a front-runner for everything from Labor Secretary to 

Transportation and Energy.  In a statement the governor said quote, "The possibility of joining President-

Elect Obama's team is exciting and compelling, but my service to the citizens who elected me is my top 

priority in these difficult times."  Despite her decision political insiders said Sebelius may still end up in 

Washington.  Many believe Sebelius will run for the senate in 2010 when Sam Brownback leaves.  He's 

expected to run for Governor himself.  Democratic officials said Obama will nominate this man, retired 

Army General Eric Shinseki to head the department of Veterans Affairs.   Shinseki is the former army chief 

of staff.  An official announcement is expected tomorrow. 

 

12/08/08 

6pm 

Smoking is banned from restaurants in Hutchinson but one group hopes to expand the law.  City Council 

members will meet tomorrow to look over a proposal from the Reno County Tobacco Use Prevention 

Coalition.  They want to add smoking in all public and work places to the list of areas where smoking is 

already illegal.  The proposal includes entrances to buildings...but excludes patios.   The city can do three 

things tomorrow first--draft an ordinance for the ban.  Second send the issue to the ballot box or do nothing. 

 

12/09/08 

6pm 

Kansas Senate President Steve Morris wants lawmakers to finish a comprehensive transportation plan 

despite financial worries.  The Republican admits it will be hard to find money for everything but says the 

plan is needed.  Last month, the Kansas Department of Transportation put all projects on hold until it has 

the money for them.  The current ten year plan ends next summer but Morris says he doesn't want 

contractors to start down-sizing if there's nothing being developed to replace the plan. 

 

12/10/08 

5am 

Work is delayed on a massive renovation project to the Statehouse.  A Legislative commission decided not 

to authorize bonds needed to complete the project.  The state has spent 211 million dollars so far but that 

doesn't include the cost of renovations to the north wing or a new visitor‟s center.  The house speaker says 

work should stop until the state gets a better understanding of its financial condition.  Experts say Kansas 



 

 

faces a 140-million dollar budget deficit by end of the current financial year in June.  The Legislature will 

decide whether to move forward with the project when it reconvenes next year. 

 

 

 

 

 POLITICS Q-4 

 

12/11/08 

6pm 

President Elect Barack Obama says he's appalled by the actions of Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich.  

Blagojevich is accused of trying to sell Obama's vacant senate seat in exchange for money or a high-paying 

job.  The situation in Illinois has some wanting to change the way vacancies are filled here in Kansas.  The 

Legislature passed a bill during the last session requiring a special election for a senate vacancy.  Governor 

Sebelius vetoed it.  Kansas law along with the laws in most states gives the governor sole responsibility for 

filling a Senate opening.  Governor Sebelius says the system works well but not everyone is convinced.  

Senate Majority Leader Derek Schmidt said lawmakers may take a second look at the issue when the new 

session begins next month. 

 

12/12/08 

5pm 

Wichita Mayor Carl Brewer plans to call Robert Layton tonight.  Layton was offered the job of city 

manager and has been in contract negotiations with the city.  Brewer said he'll ask Layton tonight if they 

have a deal.  The mayor says he hopes a contract is finalized by early next week. 

 

12/13/08 

6pm 

The city of Wichita hopes to have the city manager hired by next week.  The mayor says he hopes to have a 

contract with Robert Layton finalized in the next few days.  Layton is currently the city manager in the Des 

Moines suburb of Urbandale.  Contract talks began shortly after Thanksgiving.  Wichita has been without a 

permanent city manager since the start of the year. 

 

12/15/08 

5pm 

The Wichita city council is set to vote tomorrow on a mid-town redevelopment project.  Here's a look at the 

nine block area between Central and Murdock.  The council postponed a final vote last week after learning 

one of the developers had legal issues.  That developer pulled out leaving two other developers with the 

project.  The council will also hear from staff about why they didn't know of the legal issues during the 

initial vote. 

 

12/16/08 

5pm 

Kansas will be able to pay its bills; after state leaders agree to move money around to ease cash flow 

problems; that includes late payments to schools.  The state shorted schools by millions this month.  The 

state finance council will allow the state to transfer 250 million dollars from other accounts to cover bills 

through mid-February.  But the money must be repaid by the end of the budget year in June.  Kansas faces 

a deficit of 141 million this year.  The governor's told agencies to cut 3 percent from next year's budget. 

 

12/17/08 

5am 

The city of Wichita is still waiting on a contract to hire the next city manager.  The city electronically sent 

Robert Layton the final contract Monday.  The council is now waiting for Layton to sign it and fax it back.  

If a contract is received the council will call a special meeting to vote on it. 

 

12/18/08 

5pm 



 

 

This term is the U.S. Senate will be Sam Brownback's last.  The Kansas Republican says he's keeping his 

word and retiring.  He's traveling across Kansas to make the announcement today.  He told Wichita news 

crews about an hour ago.  Brownback was first elected in 1996 to fill Bob Dole's unexpired term.  He won 

full six year terms in 1998 and 2004.  Many expect Brownback to come back to Kansas and run for 

governor in 2010 but so far, he's not saying. 
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12/30/08 

6pm 

Kathleen Sebelius says a future for her in the Obama administration may be a possibility.  In an interview, 

Sebelius said she believes Obama will be president for 8 years.  She said a job in Washington is one of the 

doors that will continue to be open.  But she also says she has made no decisions about her future.  Sebelius 

took herself out of consideration for Obama's Cabinet earlier this month, citing the state's budget problems.  

In doing so, she said it was not a forever-and-ever choice.  Her comments Tuesday cast doubt on 

speculation that her decision was a sign that she intends to run for the Senate in 2010. 



 

 

Free Airtime for Political Candidates 

 

Beginning this week, we will air free airtime segments for candidates running for the Senate and 

U.S. House. There are 7 pkgs total. I have included the script to each along with an introduction 

and tag. Please do not modify or change the scripts without approval from myself or Chad. Each 

one is appox. 90 seconds. They will air in the following shows: 

 

5:00 p.m. newscast on KWCH+ 

9:00 p.m. newscast on FOX  

7:00 a.m. newscast on KSCW the following day 

 

We extended this invitation to all candidates but not everyone replied or accepted. Monday the 

20
th
 through Thursday the 23

th
 we will feature candidates for the 4

th
 Congressional district. The 

following week, Monday through Wednesday, will be the candidates for the United States Senate. 

Here is the schedule: 

 

Monday, Oct. 20th: Congressional Candidate Donalds Betts (D) 

Tuesday, Oct. 21st: Congressional Candidate Susan Ducey (Reform) 

Wednesday, Oct. 22nd: Congressional Candidate Steven Rosile (Libertarian) 

Thursday, Oct. 23rd: Congressional Candidate Rep. Todd Tiahrt (R) 

 

Monday, October 27
th
: Senate Candidate Randall Hodgkinson (Libertarian) 

Tuesday, October 28
th
: Senate Candidate Sen. Pat Roberts (R) 

Wednesday, October 29th: Senate Candidate Jim Slattery (D) 

 



 

 

KWCH+ airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for various 

nonprofit organizations.   

 

 PSA Organization/Title Length KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

900 Ad Council "Tough" :30 27 46 45 46 

901 Fed Citizens Info Center "Wizard" :30 26 58 55 57 

902 Gedenk "Subway Scene" :30 22 44 56 61 

903 Unicef "Child Survival" :20 13 12 12 11 

904 Ad Council/AHRQ "Men In Gowns" :15 22 63 71 69 

905 US Dept of Health/Human Svs "Celebrate" :15 5 79 80 82 

906 Ad Council/Neighbor Works "Phone Call" :30 26 69 70 81 

907 Ad Council/United Way "Live United" :15 15 80 82 92 

910 Ad Council Adoption "Pink Uniform" :30 15 26 27 31 

911 Ad Council Adoption "Fastball" :15 1 31 27 25 

912 Ad Council Adoption "Restaurant" :15 0 29 28 30 

914 Habitat for Humanity "In Small Towns” :30 18 33 39 25 

915 Wichita Childrens Home "Greatest Gift" :30 15 27 29 31 

925 Americorps "Fight Poverty w/ Passion" :60 46 126 126 136 

926 KS Hwy Patrol "Dime Time" :30 54 95 86 84 

938 EPA Save Gas/Air Quality "Little Flower" :60 56 130 146 138 

939 EPA Save Gas/Air Quality "Little Flower" :30 46 100 95 106 

952 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am "Meth Forest" :30 58 101 96 91 

953 Boys/Girls Club of KS "College Dreams" :30 45 114 107 115 

955 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Steroids" :30 44 93 93 90 

960 Fnd for a Better Life "Crosswalk" :30 56 104 129 104 

963 ASPCA/John Goodman :60 48 134 138 130 

964 Marines "Pride of the Nation" :30 40 106 111 119 

965 City of Wichita "Identity Theft" :30 40 94 119 104 

966 NAIC-Kansas/ "Stop Call Confirm" :30 47 116 122 119 

968 Rechargeable Battery Recycle "Chair" :30 45 101 99 105 

970 World Wildlife Fund "Beautiful Day USA" :30 38 86 97 88 

974 Donate Life America "John" :30 74 109 93 99 

975 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Nebraska Couple" :30 50 92 92 87 

976 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "The Hood" :30 43 70 71 69 

977 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Joint Man" :30 31 90 86 88 

978 Arbor Day Fnd. "2008 Nature Explore" :60 50 142 140 128 

979 NAB DTV Transition :30 24 65 72 75 

981 NAB DTV Transition :15 6 51 57 49 

987 US Dept Health "Senior Friendly Website" :30 33 64 71 75 

990 Ad Council Child Abuse Preven. "Coffee Shop” :30 30 52 57 52 

991 Ad Council High School Dropout Prev. :30 10 31 29 30 

992 Ad Council Underage Drinking Prev. "Brandon" :30 24 53 56 55 

993 Ad Council Foreclosure Prev. "Dollhouse" :30 37 59 72 68 

994 Ad Council Childhood Asthma "Fish" :30 23 56 62 61 

995 Sunshine Coalition/Freedom of Information Act :30 34 80 75 71 

       

 

 



 

 

Community Calendar 

The “KWCH 12 Community Calendar” is a website feature at www.kwch.com. KWCH 12 Community 

Calendar promotes the maximum number of community church, school and nonprofit benefits. 

 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS & GROUPS 

 

October 2008 

The American Legion 

Brown Grand Theatre 

Breakthrough Ministries 

Envision 

Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center 

Music Theatre 

Wesley Medical Center 

Wichita Association of Christopher Reeve Enthusiasts 

City Arts 

Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum 

Cotillion 

Promise 

First Christian Church 

Hays Area Chamber of Commerce 

St. Jude 

Victory in the Valley 

Wichita State University 

Salina Regional Health Center 

Central Christian Church 

Bethany College 

Orpheum Theater 

Watermark Books 

Wichita Center for the Arts 

Greater St. Mary‟s Missionary Baptist Church 

Newton Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Old Cowtown Museum 

 

 

November 2008 

Mead Street Gallery and Gifts 

Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center 

Broadway Flags 

Orpheum 

Wichita State University 

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame 

Arthritis Foundation, Kansas Chapter 

Wichita Public Schools 

Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum 

St. James Episcopal Church 

American Lung Association 

St. Margaret Mary Church 

Wesley Medical Center 

Maude Carpenter Children‟s Home 

Henlock-Price Boys Home 

Mosley Street Melodrama 

Wichita Thunder 

Hays Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Karg Art Glass 



 

 

Wichita Collegiate School 

Graceway Community Church 

Safira‟s Center for World Dance 

Independent Living Resource Center 

Kansas Aviation Museum 

The Church of the Holy Spirit 

United Methodist Church 

Mid-America All-Indian Center 

Youth Horizons 

 

 

December 2008 

Grandview United Methodist Church 

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Kansas 

Mead Street Gallery and Gifts 

Century II Arts & Convention Center 

WaKeeney Travel & Tourism 

Lakeview Funeral home 

Karg Art Glass 

The Orpheum 

Bethany College 

Mingenback Art Center 

Babybumps 

Grand Prairie Hotel & Convention Center 

Wesley Medical Center 

Breakthrough 

Old Cowtown Museum 

Rose Hill United Methodist Church 

Towanda Public Library 

St. Joseph‟s Altar Society 

Brown Grand Theater 

Kansas Children‟s Service League 

The Anchor 

Sedgwick County Historical Museum 

Wellington High School Madrigals 

Kansas Soldiers‟ Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Community Calendar 

The “KWCH 12 Community Calendar” is a website feature at www.kwch.com. KWCH 12 

Community Calendar promotes the maximum number of community church, school and 

nonprofit benefits. 

 

October 2008: 

 American Legion fundraising effort for deployed troops 

 Breakthrough Ministries – Revival & worship service 

 Junior League of Wichita – Teacher Open House held at Envision 

 Brown Grand Theatres in Concordia, KS. 

 Century ll Performing Arts & Convention Center – Wichita Fall Home Remodeling Show 

 Hays Veterans of Foreign Wars Pre-Holiday Business Fair 

 Lilies & Koi – Featured Artist Steve Dudek 

 Nola Foulston for District Attorney – Warren Theatre East 

 Stiefel Theatre for the performing Arts in Salina, KS. 

 United Way Money Management Series 

 Wesley Medical Center Cardiac Rehabilitation Education 

 City Arts – Day of the Dead 

 Final Friday – Wichita History Organization 

 Public Financial Planning Workshop 

 Lunch & Learn – Wesley Medical Center – “Heart and Brain Attacks” 

 Promise Hospital in Hutchinson – Health & Wellness Expo 2008 

 Haunted House in Dodge City, KS. 

 Hays Area Chamber of Commerce – Downtown Development 

 Harvest Festival Community Event – Emporia, KS. 

 Family Enrichment Weekend – Garden City, KS. 

 St. Jude Research Hospital Trail Ride 

 Delta Market – St. Jude‟s Hospital & Victory in the Valley. 

 Wesley Medical Center – NICU Reuinion, Wesley family 5k, Health Screenings 

 Great Pumpkin Run – Wichita State University Campus 

 Breast Cancer Awareness Forum – Salina, KS. 

 Single Mom‟s Day – City of Wichita 

 Concert of Hope – Hospital of Hope 

 Bethany College Events – Homecoming, Symphonic Band Concert 

 Orpheum Theatre – California Guitar Trio & The Temptations 

 Breakthrough to H.E.A.L.T.H – Breakthrough Club 

 St. Mary‟s Missionary Baptist Church 100 year anniversary 

 2
nd

 Annual Marion County Lake Chili Cook Off 

 22
nd

 Annual Taste of Newton 

 ArtAid – benefit Positive Directions 



 

 

 Mental Health Association of South Central Kansas – free depression screenings 

 Wichita Theatre Organ Concert Series 

 Lord‟s Acre Dinner & Sale- The United Methodist Church – Conway Springs, KS. 

 Historic Midtown Citizen‟s Association – Walking Tour of historic homes 

 Siena Plaza 3
rd

 annual Car Show 

 Holiday Galleria – Junior League of Wichita 

 Walk to defeat ALS 

November 2008 

 Kang Art Glass – Decorative and Function Art classes 

 Stomp 

 Broadway Flags for deployed troops 

 Theatre League – Broadway series 

 Vienna Boys Choirs – Orpheum Theatre 

 KSBDC – Small business related workshops – Wichita State University 

 Kansas Sports Hall of Fame – 1
st
 annual membership drive kick-off party 

 Jingle Bell Run – Arthritis foundation 

 Thanks for Giving Open House – children with disabilities 

 Gun Show – Kansas State Fairgrounds 

 American Lung Association of Central States  

 Historical Museum Annual Holiday Wreath Festival 

 Rhythm & Blues for Christmas Benefit 

 Mosley Street Melodrama 

 Kansas Soldiers‟ Home – Veteran‟s Day Ceremony 

 Once Upon a Mattress – Wichita Collegiate 

 Graceway Community Church Bazaar 

 Art A La Carte – St. James After School Program 

 Original Rain Man – Century ll Convention Hall 

 Kansas Aviation Gala – Hyatt Regency Hotel 

 Augusta Annual Chili Feed – Pie Auction 

 Bongo Barry – Fundamental Learning Center 

 Church of the Holy Spirit Altar society 

 Peddlers‟ Fair – First United Methodist Church 

 IWCCI Chess Tournament 

 Mid-American All-Indian Center Powwow 

 Tapestry of Hope – a benefit for Youth Horizons 

 Road to Freedom – Preventing drug and alcohol abuse 

 Learning the basics of Marketing, Management and Money 

 CityArts Exhibits 

 58
th
 Annual Union Rescue Mission Banquet 

 Mulvane Christian Church Fall Bazaar 

 Citywide Pray Rally to get out the Vote 



 

 

 Smith County Health Fair 

 St. Teresa School Turkey Dinner 

 Wichita Grand Opera 

 14
th
 Annual Alternative Christmas Market – Grace Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2008 

 1
st
 Annual Central Plains E-Fly Spectacular 

 Historic South Wichita Christmas Tour 

 Waterfront retailers Open House – Make-A-Wish 

 Festival of the Nativity – Grandview United Methodist Church 

 AAUW Lunch with Santa 

 Mead Street Gallery & Gifts Holiday Open House 

 Catholic Charities Christmas Sharing 

 Century ll Performing Arts Christmas Crafts Expo 

 Christmas City of the High Plains Kick-off 

 Lakeview Funeral Home 19
th
 Annual Tree of Memory Service 

 Karg Art Class – Blow your own ornament 

 Bethany College: Music Department recital, Fall honors recital & alternative gift market 

 Babybumps.net – Winter Wonderland 

 Wesley Medical Center Lectures 

 Breakthrough Club – help for mentally ill 

 Holiday Events @ Old Cowtown Museum 

 Rose Hill United Methodist Church – “A Taste of Christmas” 

 Friends Group of the Towanda Public Library 

 2008 Colby, KS. Christmas Home Tour 

 Annual Bazaar – St. Joseph‟s Altar Society Bazaar 

 Ness City Public Library 

 2008 Annual red stocking Breakfast – Kansas Children‟s Service League 

 Holiday Mixer – Wichita American Marketing Association 

 Pride of the Prairie Orchestra 

 

 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

October 2008 

10/9 Salina Senior Citizen Center DTV Presentation 40 

10/21 Westar Energy Weather safety talk 40-45 

10/1-4 CKP (Carole Kneeland Project) News Directors conference/seminars  

10/8  Kansas Food Bank Board meeting 12 

10/12-

14 

Kansas Association of Broadcasters Annual Convention + 300 

10/22 Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board meeting 10 

10/23 Goodwill Industries Easter Seals Board meeting 20 

10/28 Wichita Collegiate School Class presentation to three (3) 

different classes 

10 per class 

10/28 Wichita Collegiate Board Board meeting 10 

 

  

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT      ATTENDANCE 

November 2008 

11/7 

& 8 

Wichita Collegiate School Board  Strategic Planning Retreat 10 

 

 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

December 2008 

12/2/08 Kansas State University – Video News 

Production 

Speaking on getting started in TV 

news 

20 

12/1/08 Haysville Senior Center DTV presentation 20 

12/10 Orchard Park Library DTV presentation 5 

 

 

 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board member 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board Member 

Kansas Assoc of Broadcasters Board Member 

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Television Journalism Chair 

Kansas Food Bank Board Member 

Easter Seals Goodwill Industries Board Member 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Church of Magdalen Lector/Volunteer 

Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

NE Baseball Coach 

MAYB Coach 

Wichita Collegiate School Board of Directors 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Production 

Harvey County Zoning & Planning Commission, Chairman  

Newton Rotary Club Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Terry Johnson, Account Executive 
Music Theatre of Wichita, Board Member 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Performer's Card Committee, Co-chair 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Standing Ovation Committee 

Wichita State University, Alumni Association member 

Broadcast Professionals of Wichita, member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

Library Volunteer, McCollom Elementary 

Room Mother, McCollom Elementary 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Bel Air Shooting Stars 4-H Club, volunteer 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team and Choir member 

Mueller Elementary School Site Council Member and Secretary 

Cub Scout Guide 

Bel Aire Rec. Asst. Baseball Coach 

Stuck Middle School Science Olympiad Coach 

 
Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children‟s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  



 

 

 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

 

Ronda Schwab, Sales Assistant 

Parent Teacher Organization, USD 262 

Teacher Appreciation Week Volunteer (Organizer) 

Big Brothers / Sisters Bowling Tournament Volunteer 

WSU Alumni Association / Career Mentor 

Friends University Alumni Supporter 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Wichita Chapter of Links Inc. Member – Community Civic Organization 

Jack & Jill of America Member-Community Civic Organization 

Sunday School teacher- Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Sales Manager 

Soroptimist 

DC Chamber Ambassador 

Small group leader, Minneola United Methodist Church 

 

Tracy Crockett, Reporter 

Girl Scout Leader 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Chair 

Wichita Arts Council, Emeritus Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Chris Durden, Producer & Internship Coordinator 

K-State Career Fair – Manhattan, KS 

KU Career Fair – Lawrence, KS 

 



 

 

4th Quarter 2008 DTV runs 
Locally produced 30 & 15 second PSAs informing the public on the upcoming DTV 

transition airing on KWCH. 

 KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

5:00am – 1:00am 320 595 691 804 

5:00pm – 10:35pm 85 146 154 213 

6:00am – 9:00am 49 117 137 157 

1:00am – 5:00am 101 126 127 102 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

10/05/08 1) Interview with Governor Jennifer Granholm, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Representative 

Roy Blunt, and Representative Heather Wilson.  Topics include: reaction to Governor 

Sarah Palin‟s recent line of attack against Senator Barack Obama, claiming that he does 

not see America as a force for good / reaction to the response from the Obama campaign 

in the form of a political ad / the lack of impact Governor Sarah Palin has had on female 

and male Clinton supporters in Michigan; what effect, if any, Senator John McCain‟s 

decision to suspend his campaign and focus on the economic crisis had on influencing his 

fellow senators to support the economic bailout; support for Governor Palin and belief in 

her ability to lead the country should the need arise / criticism of Governor Palin‟s 

performance at the vice presidential debate as being an example of style over substance 

2) Campaign quick check with David Brooks.  Topics include: Governor Palin‟s 

successful debate strategy; the impact of the economic crisis on each of the campaigns / 

belief that both campaigns, but predominantly the McCain campaign, are out of touch 

with the potential serious recession; the apparent success of the strategy of the Obama 

campaign / the new climate in America and the Republican Party‟s inability to adept and 

run successful campaigns 

Guests: Governor Jennifer Granholm (D-MI) (1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) (1); 

Representative Roy Blunt (R-MO), House Minority Whip (1); Representative Heather 

Wilson (R-NM) (1); David Brooks, Columnist, The New York Times (2) 

 

10/12/08 1) Interview with Senator Lindsey Graham, Governor Bill Ritter, Mayor Doug Wilder, 

and Representative Adam Putnam.  Topics include: Senator Barack Obama‟s double-digit 

lead in the national polls / the third and final debate scheduled for 10/15/08; reaction to 

comments made by Georgia Representative John Lewis, claiming that the negative tone 

of the Republican presidential campaign reminds him of the hateful atmosphere that 

segregationist Governor George Wallace fostered in Alabama in the 1960's / recent 

Senator John McCain political rally where he stood up for Senator Obama against one of 

his own supporters / opinions regarding the general tone of the McCain campaign; the 

effect of the economy on both campaigns; Senator McCain‟s poll standings in Florida 

and Colorado / Senator McCain‟s new economic proposals; whether or not Americans are 

misrepresenting their opinions in polls because of race / Governor Sarah Palin‟s impact in 

Florida and Colorado 

2) Interview with Dr. C. Fred Bergsten.  Topics include: belief that the United States is in 

a recession / results of the recently held International Monetary Fund meeting in 

Washington, DC / the need for a global, comprehensive response / the main difference 

between the current economic crisis and the depression of the 1930's 

Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (1); Governor Bill Ritter (D-CO) (1); Mayor 

Doug Wilder, Democrat, Richmond, VA (1); Representative Adam Putnam (R-FL) (1); 

Dr. C. Fred Bergsten, Director, Peterson Institute for International Economics (2) 

 

 

Total aired 421 718 821 906 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

10/19/08 1) Interview with Governor Tim Kaine, Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz, 

Governor Matt Blunt, and former Representative Rob Portman.  Topics include: reaction 

to General Colin Powell‟s endorsement of Senator Barack Obama for president / recent 

poll results indicating a close race in Ohio for the presidency between Senator Obama 

and Senator John McCain / announcement that the Obama campaign raised $150 million 

in September / current conditions in Florida with regards to poll results and the new 

voting system / how Governor Sarah Palin has been received as a vice presidential 

candidate in Missouri, Florida, and Ohio / tax plans of Senator McCain and Senator 

Obama and how each will impact the middle class and small business owners 

2) Campaign quick check with Dan Balz.  Topics include: assessment of General 

Powell‟s endorsement of Senator Obama / reaction to General Powell‟s criticism of 

Senator McCain / the current state of the McCain campaign and what he needs to do to 

win 

Guests: Governor Tim Kaine (D-VA) (1); Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-

FL) (1); Governor Matt Blunt (R-MO) (1); Former Representative Rob Portman (R-OH) 

(1); Dan Balz, The Washington Post, (2) 

 

10/26/08 1) Interview with Robert Rubin.  Topics include: the current financial crisis / opinion 

regarding the impact of the bailout bill on the economic predicament / the need for a 

stimulus package to stem the current situation within a reasonable amount of time / 

Senator Barack Obama‟s proposals for fixing the economy / speculation as to how long 

this crisis will last / the current unemployment rate and Senator Obama‟s commitment to 

curb its proliferation / the current and critical state of the auto industry and its importance 

to the economy 

2) Interview with Doug Holtz-Eakin.  Topics include: Senator John McCain‟s 

commitment to build facilities for next-generation automobiles / Senator McCain‟s belief 

in putting the money back into the housing market / Senator McCain‟s view on stimulus 

packages / belief that the unemployment rate will continue to rise / the need to generate 

jobs / criticism of Senator Obama‟s desire to enforce the Clean Air Act / opinion 

regarding the progress of the steps the U.S. government has taken so far to help the 

economy and speculation as to how long this crisis will last 

3) Campaign quick check with Governor Ed Rendell and Governor Tim Pawlenty.  

Topics include: reaction to poll results for Pennsylvania, indicating that Senator Obama 

has a ten point lead / the impact of Governor Sarah Palin‟s aggressive campaigning in 

Pennsylvania; reaction to former Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge‟s statement 

questioning Governor Palin‟s place on the Republican ticket; support and criticism for 

Senator McCain‟s recent interview in The Washington Times, criticizing President 

George Bush; Senator Obama‟s tax plan; assurance that Senator McCain may be down, 

but he is not out of this race 

Guests: Robert Rubin, Former Treasury Secretary, Senior Economic Advisor - Obama 

Campaign (1); Doug Holtz-Eakin, Former Director, Congressional Budget office, and 

Senior Policy Advisor, McCain Campaign (2); Governor Ed Rendell (D-PA) (3); 

Governor Tim Pawlenty (R-MN) (3) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

10/05/08 “Wall Street‟s Shadow Market” - a report on credit default swaps and their impact on 

the current economic crisis.  Private, largely undisclosed, and deregulated, these are the 

contracts that mortgage investors, who bought up the riskiest mortgages when they were 

repackaged by Wall Street as exotic investment securities, entered into to protect 

themselves in case their investments went bad.  When homeowners began defaulting and 

the Wall Street high-risk mortgage-backed securities also began to fail, the big 

investment houses and insurance companies who sold the credit default swaps hadn't set 

aside the money they needed to pay off all the insurance contracts they'd written.  

Includes interviews with Jim Grant, editor of Grant‟s Interest Rate Observer; Frank 

Partnoy, former derivatives broker; Michael Greenberger, law professor at the University 

of Maryland; and Robert Pickel, CEO, International Swaps and Derivatives Association.  

(C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine) 

“Kill Bin Laden” - an interview/profile of the officer in command of a team from the 

U.S. Army‟s secret Delta Force, sent to Tora Bora, Afghanistan by the Pentagon shortly 

after 9/11 to kill Osama bin Laden.  Calling himself Dalton Fury, he is the author of “Kill 

Bin Laden” and has only recently decided to break his silence in order to correct the 

inaccuracies regarding his mission.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran) 

“The Race For The Electric Car” - a report on the race to develop and produce a 

practical fuel-free electric car.  With an eye to the potential of lithium ion batteries -- the 

same used in laptop computers -- as a viable power source, environmentally conscious 

entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley, California are betting their inventiveness can beat out 

auto executives from Detroit, Michigan.  Includes comments by Elon Musk, Chairman of 

Tesla Motors; Bob Lutz, Vice Chairman of General Motors; and Ray Lane, Senior 

Partner at Kleiner Perkins and an investor in Fisker Motors.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 

Shachar Bar-On) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Show Me My Money” - Andy takes stock and has his own 

financial advice 

 

10/12/08 “The FBI‟s Wise Guy” - an interview with Joaquin “Jack” Garcia, the Cuban-American 

FBI agent who infiltrated the Gambino crime family as Jack Falcone, an Italian gangster 

character he created in 2002 to take down one of the most powerful mobsters in America.  

Extremely successful, he gained the trust of Gambino capo Greg DePalma, who offered 

to make Falcone a “made member” of the Mafia -- a proposal which would have made 

him the first law enforcement agent in history to ever achieve that position.  Recently 

retired after 26 years, he is the author of “Making Jack Falcone”.  (C: Armen Keteyian - 

P: Pat Milton, Michael Radutzky) 

“The Battle Of Sadr City” - a report on the advanced weaponry used during the spring 

2008 battle in Sadr City, Iraq -- home to two million Shia.  Part of Baghdad, the area had 

been under the control of cleric Muqtada al-Sadr and his Shiite militia, who had used the 

location to launch rockets into the green zone.  Utilizing two types of UAV‟s (unmanned 

aerial vehicles) -- the “Shadow” drone and the “Predator” -- U.S. forces were able secure 

the area and negotiate a cease-fire.  Includes comments by General Ray Odierno and 

Colonel John Hort.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin) 

“All In The Family” - a profile of the Antinori family of Italy, who have been making 

wine for six centuries and whose domain stretches from the legendary vineyards of 

Tuscany and Umbria, to their property in California‟s Napa Valley.  In the absence of a 

male heir, the Antinori daughters are now running the business with their father.  (C: 

Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Gets Down To Business” - Everything is getting more 

expensive, except stock prices 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

10/19/08 “Combat in Afghanistan” - a report on soldiers from the 101st Airborne Division, who 

are stationed at a small forward operating base in eastern Afghanistan, not far from the 

Pakistani border, called “Wilderness”.  American casualties are highest in this region, 

where they‟re fighting an Afghan warlord, Jalauddin Haqqani and his son, who are 

closely allied to al-Qaeda.  Includes comments from Major General Jeffrey Schlosser, the 

Deputy U.S. Commander in Afghanistan.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Peter Klein, Jeff Newton) 

“Bank of America” - a profile of the largest U.S. financial institution, Bank of America, 

headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Now partly owned by the United States of 

America due to the recent crisis in the American financial system, it recently acquired 

one of Wall Street‟s emblematic companies - Merrill Lynch.  Includes interviews with 

current Bank of America CEO Ken Lewis; and former CEO Hugh McColl.  (C: Lesley 

Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Blood Brothers” - a profile of Francisco Rivera Ordonez and his younger brother, 

Cayetano -- the only brothers in Spanish history to be top matadors at the same time.  

Descended from a long line of bullfighters, Francisco has been fighting for thirteen years, 

while Cayetano, for only three. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon, Paul Bellinger) 

(see also "The Family Business" (OAD: 1/11/98), 60 MINUTES‟ initial profile of 

Francisco Rivera Ordonez) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Rooney On The Presidents He's Met” - Andy looks back at some 

memorable and not so memorable presidential encounters 

 

10/26/08 “Financial Weapons Of Mass Destruction” - a report on credit derivatives or credit 

default swaps.  Essentially side bets on the performance of the U.S. mortgage markets 

and the solvency of some of the biggest financial institutions in the world, they are a form 

of legalized gambling that allows you to wager on financial outcomes without ever 

having to actually buy the stocks, the bonds and the mortgages.  Although illegal for most 

of the twentieth century, Congress gave Wall Street an exemption eight years ago.  

Includes interviews with Jim Grant, editor of Grant‟s Interest Rate Observer; Frank 

Partnoy, former derivatives broker; Eric Dinallo, Insurance Superintendent for the State 

of New York; and Columbia University Law professor Harvey Goldschmid.  (a followup 

to “Wall Street‟s Shadow Market”, OAD: 10/05/08)  (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin 

Devine, Jennifer MacDonald) 

“T. Boone Pickens” - an interview/profile of billionaire oil and gas maven T. Boone 

Pickens, who is on a mission to lessen America‟s dependence on foreign oil.  Warning of 

an energy crisis as dire as the current financial one, his solution -- the Pickens Plan -- 

promises to save America from foreign oil by using wind power, solar energy, and 

domestic natural gas.  (C: Charlie Rose - P: Tanya Simon, Andrew Metz) 

“Gorongosa” - a profile of American entrepreneur Greg Carr, who is using his great 

wealth to try to help some of the poorest people in Africa by attracting more tourists to 

their neighborhood -- the beautiful national park of Gorongosa in Mozambique.  (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rebecca Peterson) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Loves His Job” - Andy ponders work 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

10/04/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Last Take” (8:00-9:00p) - an investigation into the 

unsolved 1977 murder of actress Christa Helm, who was found stabbed and bludgeoned 

outside her agent‟s home in West Hollywood, California.  Police at first thought her 

murder might be connected to the sensational killing of actor Sal Mineo, murdered 

exactly one year before in the same neighborhood.  Detectives also found out about her 

infamous “love diary” -- but it had vanished.  The diary was not the only way she had 

kept track of her lovers; there were tape recordings of her sexcapades with her celebrity 

boyfriends, but those tapes also disappeared.  The hunt for the tapes lead to actor Tony 

Sirico (now best known as „Paulie Walnuts‟ on “The Sopranos”), who had been sent by 

Helm‟s friends to remove them from her residence.  In 2006, when investigators finally 

spoke to Sirico, he was less than cooperative, but the missing items turned up in the 

possession of Lennie Barin, Helm‟s closest friend.  Now 31 years into the case, detectives 

have discovered a long string of boyfriends and girlfriends of Christa‟s, and suspect that 

jealousy may have been the motive in her murder.  However, recent information has led 

back to the Sal Mineo connection, and his murderer, Lionel Williams, who served 12 

years for the crime.  After sifting through all the drama of Christa‟s life, could the 

detectives discover that she was simply the victim of a random street robbery at the hand 

of a career criminal?  Her daughter hopes that the murder will be solved, whatever the 

reason. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, Paul F. Ryan) (OAD: 04/26/08; 

Includes an update.) 

 

10/11/08 PREEMPTION 

 

10/18/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Into Thin Air” - a report on the disappearance of Jeanette 

Louise Zapata, who mysteriously vanished without a trace from her home in Madison, 

Wisconsin on October 11, 1976 -- leaving behind her daughter Linda, and two other 

children.  In the midst of a divorce at the time of her disappearance, she had been married 

for seventeen years to an engineer, Eugene Zapata.  Their marriage had been troubled -- 

Jeanette discovered that Eugene had sent nude photographs of her to a swingers magazine 

and oftentimes his behavior towards her around their children was sexual and 

provocative.  Due to his stalking-like behavior, she also had a restraining order against 

Zapata.  Though Officer Greg Martin found Zapata‟s behavior strange, the results of his 

lie detector test were inconclusive.  With no physical evidence, the case stalled.  Eugene 

Zapata moved back into the house he had once occupied with Jeanette and acted as 

though nothing had happened.  He explained to the children that Jeanette had simply 

taken off because she was stressed.  In November 2004, Jeanette‟s best friend, Peggy 

Weekly -- who never believed that Jeanette would abandon her three children -- 

contacted police in Madison to reopen the case.  Assigned to the case was Detective 

Marianne Flynn Statz, who after a preliminary investigation, was convinced that Jeanette 

had been killed and that the right suspect was Eugene.  She contacted Linda Zapata, who 

expressed her own doubts regarding her father‟s innocence and agreed to help police with 

their case.  After a thorough investigation, Eugene Zapata was arrested for the murder of 

Jeanette.  His trial began in September 2007, but ended in a hung jury.  Prosecutor Bob 

Kaiser was ready to go back to court and try Zapata again, when Zapata surprised 

everyone and agreed to answer questions regarding Jeanette‟s disappearance, but only if 

prosecutors would reduce the charge from murder to reckless homicide.  His daughter 

Linda agreed.  According to Eugene, he had argued with Jeanette the morning of October 

11, 1976 and when her back was turned, hit her on the head with a paperweight and then 

strangled her twice.  Then he began a grisly thirty year odyssey with her body: burying it, 

exhuming it, reburying it, and eventually he cut her body into pieces and took it to a land 

fill.  Eugene Zapata was sentenced to five years for reckless homicide.  Linda Zapata has 

been cut off from her immediate family: despite Eugene‟s plea, her brother and sister 

believe that their father is innocent.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Brian Leonard, Daria 

Hirsch) 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

10/25/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Did the Doctor Kill the Doctor?” - a report on the October 

1993 murder of Dr. Linda (Lin) Goudey in Stoneham, Massachusetts. At the time she 

was dating Dr. Timothy Stryker, who depending on whom you believe, is either a 

calculating murderer or an innocent man.  Goudey and Stryker had been dating but 

friends believed they were ready to break up, even though they had planned to vacation 

together.  Less than two weeks before the trip, witnesses say they heard the couple 

arguing; and it was the last night Goudey was seen alive.  Four days after she was last 

seen at the hospital, Goudey was found facedown, wrapped in a blanket in the back of her 

car, in a remote corner of the hospital parking lot.  The medical examiner determined it 

was murder and Stryker became the number one suspect.  Nothing police found at the 

scene pointed directly to Stryker, but it was what they didn‟t find at the scene that did: 

her tote bag, the jacket she was wearing and her briefcase were in Stryker‟s possession.  

Soon after, Stryker got himself an attorney and the investigation stalled.  Goudey‟s 

family eventually filed a wrongful death suit.  Finally, in 2006, after many delays, the suit 

finally went to a civil court trial where a jury believed Dr. Stryker killed Dr. Lin Goudey 

and ordered him to pay Lin‟s family $15 million.  Nobody was surprised that Stryker said 

he would appeal, but everyone was surprised when he and his lawyer announced they had 

found a brand new witness.  After being questioned by the police, the witness, Craig 

Pizzano, admitted that Stryker had put him up to it.  Stryker was arrested for perjury.  

This trial hasn‟t begun yet, but Goudey‟s family hopes that eventually Stryker will be 

charged with murder.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Deborah Grau) 

 

CAMPAIGN „08: VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 
 

10/02/08 CAMPAIGN „08: Vice Presidential Debate (9:00 - 11:00p) - live coverage (from 

Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri) of the single Vice Presidential debate 

between Republican nominee Governor Sarah Palin (AK) and Democratic nominee 

Senator Joseph Biden (DE). The debate moderator: Gwen Ifill (PBS). Preceded by brief 

exchanges between CBS News Correspondents Katie Couric (anchor) and Bob Schieffer; 

and between Couric and Jeff Greenfield. The debate itself concluded at 10:33pm.  

Included in CBS News coverage after the debate were: (1) summary and commentary by 

Correspondents Couric, Schieffer and Greenfield; (2) interview with Senator Joe 

Lieberman (ID-CT); (3) interview with Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO); (4) 

Correspondent Byron Pitts (at CBS Television City at the MGM Grand Hotel in Las 

Vegas) - with an audience of about 100 uncommitted voters who watched the debate on 

television; (5) interview with Richard Haass, President, Council on Foreign Relations; (6) 

commentary by CBS News Political Analysts Dan Bartlett and Dee Dee Myers; (7) 

Correspondent Sharyl Attkisson with results of a CBS News / Knowledge Networks poll 

of about 500 uncommitted voters around the country who watched tonight‟s debate and 

responded to questions online. 

 

 



 

 

CAMPAIGN „08: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES 
 

10/07/08 CAMPAIGN „08: Presidential Debate (9:00 - 11:00p) - live coverage (from Belmont 

University in Nashville, Tennessee) of the second of three Presidential debates between 

Republican nominee Senator John McCain (AZ) and Democratic nominee Senator 

Barack Obama (IL). The debate moderator: Tom Brokaw (NBC News). Tonight‟s debate 

utilized the format of a town meeting, with the candidates responding to questions asked 

by audience members at Belmont University and submitted over the Internet. Preceded 

by brief exchanges between CBS News Correspondents Katie Couric (anchor; NY 

studio) and Chip Reid (Nashville); and between Couric and Dean Reynolds (Nashville). 

The debate itself concluded at 10:34pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the 

debate were: (1) summary and commentary by Correspondents Katie Couric, Bob 

Schieffer (Nashville), and Jeff Greenfield (NY studio); (2) comments from a panel of ten 

uncommitted voters in the NY studio with Couric; (3) comments by CBS News political 

analysts Dee Dee Myers and Dan Bartlett; (4) Correspondent Sharyl Attkisson with 

results of a CBS News / Knowledge Networks poll of about 500 uncommitted voters 

around the country who watched tonight‟s debate and responded to questions online. 

 

10/15/08 CAMPAIGN „08: Presidential Debate (9:00 - 11:00p) - live coverage (from Hofstra 

University, Hempstead, New York) of the third of three Presidential debates between 

Republican nominee Senator John McCain (AZ) and Democratic nominee Senator 

Barack Obama (IL). The debate moderator: Bob Schieffer (CBS News). The debate itself 

concluded at 10:31pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate were: (1) 

summary and commentary by CBS News Correspondents Katie Couric (anchor, NY 

studio) and Jeff Greenfield, Senior Political Correspondent; (2) reaction to the debate 

from a panel of ten uncommitted voters who viewed the debate in the studio with Couric; 

(3) commentary by CBS News political analysts Dan Bartlett and Dee Dee Myers; (4) 

reports on the reactions of each candidate‟s supporters to his performance tonight by 

Correspondents Dean Reynolds (Obama campaign) and Chip Reid (McCain campaign); 

(5) Correspondent Sharyl Attkisson with results of a CBS News / Knowledge Networks 

poll of about 500 uncommitted voters around the country who watched tonight‟s debate 

and then responded to questions online; (6) the first part of an interview with Joseph 

Wurzelbacher, a Holland, Ohio plumber whom John McCain often referred to tonight (as 

“Joe the plumber”). The interview concluded on the CBSNews.com webcast, 

immediately following the broadcast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * *  

 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

11/02/08 1) Topics include: Campaign „08 poll results and early voting -- both indicating an 

advantage for Senator Barack Obama / decision to actively campaign in so-called red 

states / the key role Pennsylvania will play in this election / belief that Pennsylvania will 

be won by Senator Obama / speculation regarding the “Bradley effect” 

2) Topics include: assertion that Senator John McCain is closing the gap in key states: 

Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Florida / reaction to polls suggesting that Governor 

Sarah Palin is a “drag on the ticket” 

3) Campaign Quick Check: poll results indicating a favorable outcome in the Senate for 

Democrats / belief held by many Republicans that the Democratic candidates, if elected, 

will take the United States to the far left / how President George Bush‟s unpopularity has 

affected the Republican candidates for the Senate; clarification regarding Senator 

Ensign‟s supposed negative remarks about Governor Palin / opinion regarding the role of 

Alaskan Senator Ted Stevens and his recent conviction / how the Democrats will handle 

Senator Joe Lieberman, the Independent-Democrat who has been campaigning for 

Senator McCain, the Republican nominee for president 

Guests: David Axelrod, Chief Strategist, Obama Campaign (1); Senator Lindsey Graham 

(R-SC) (2); Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Chairman, Democratic Senatorial 

Campaign Committee (3); Senator John Ensign (R-NV), Chairman, National Republican 

Senatorial Committee (3) 

 

11/09/08 1) Topics include: anticipation of an announcement of President-elect Barack Obama‟s 

economic team / speculation regarding President-elect Obama‟s upcoming plans: to 

return to Washington as a Senator and participate in the lame-duck session of Congress, 

or to remain in Chicago and set up his Cabinet and focus on his transition / the proposed 

bailout plan for the auto industry / permanent tax cuts for the middle class and how the 

current economic crisis could impact tax increases on the upper class / the current 

economic crisis and its effect on President-elect Obama‟s campaign promises 

2) Topics include: analysis of the preceding discussion with Representative Emanuel / 

speculation regarding President-elect Obama‟s approach to his first few months as 

president: the big bang theory, or a slow, but steady and modest approach / former 

President Bill Clinton‟s mistake of trying to do too much in the first year; the future of 

the Republican Party / Republican Governor Sarah Palin‟s role, if any, in the future of the 

party 

Guests: Representative Rahm Emanuel (D-IL), President-Elect Obama‟s Chief of Staff 

(1); John Harris, Editor, Politico.com (2); David Brooks, Columnist, The New York 

Times (2) 

 

11/16/08 1) Topics include: the proposed auto industry bailout for the big three automakers: Ford, 

Chrysler, and General Motors (GM) / the pros and cons of the three plans / reasons 

behind the opposition to a government bailout / argument for and against allowing the 

auto industry to enter Chapter 11 bankruptcy / support for certain preconditions to be 

placed on the three auto makers who receive government bailout / how this crisis will 

impact the rest of the economy and its current condition 

2) Topics include: the current state of the Republican Party and what needs to be done to 

get things back on track / reasons behind Senator John McCain‟s loss of the presidential 

election / the challenges facing the Republican Party / the recent Republican Governors 

Association conference / the positive role Governor Sarah Palin played at the conference 

/ Governor Palin‟s potential future as a significant player in the Republican Party / the 

importance of the Republican Governors Association in rebuilding the Republican Party / 

the lack of emphasis on social issues within the Republican Party; reaction to the 

proposed auto industry bailout  

Guests: Representative Barney Frank (D-MA), Chairman, House Financial Services 

Committee (1); Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), Ranking Member, U.S. Senate 



 

 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs (1); Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA) 

(2); Newt Gingrich (R), Former Speaker of the House (2) 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

11/23/08 1) Topics include: the recent announcement by President-elect Barack Obama, asking 

Congress to pass an enormous stimulus package designed to create more than 2.5 million 

jobs, middle and lower income tax cuts, and a range of public works projects / the current 

Bush tax cuts and the decision to either let them expire in 2010 or end them as soon as 

possible / President-elect Obama‟s economic team / reaction to the suggestion that 

President-elect Obama join forces with incumbent President George Bush to develop a 

strategy to deal with the economic crisis / the predicament facing the auto industry / 

assertion that the big three automakers should not be allowed to go into bankruptcy 

2) Topics include: the current crisis facing the American auto industry / disappointment 

in the heads of the big three automakers - Chrysler, General Motors, and Ford - on their 

lack of accountability / disagreement with the view held by many that Congress should 

allow these companies to go into bankruptcy; the $700 billion financial bailout plan that 

passed the Congress / response to the concern that the $250 billion already used by the 

Treasury has not done anything to improve the economy / reaction to the proposed 

stimulus package by President-elect Obama 

Guests: Austan Goolsbee, Senior Financial Advisor for President-elect Barack Obama 

(1); Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House (2) 

 

11/30/08 Topics for panel discussion: the terrorist attack in Mumbai, India, which began on 

November 26, 2008 and lasted for three days; President-elect Barack Obama / reaction to 

the expected nomination of Senator Hillary (D-NY) as Secretary of State and retired 

Marine General James Jones as White House National Security Advisor / how current 

Vice President Dick Cheney amassed unprecedented power in his role as vice president / 

what to expect from Vice President-elect Joe Biden / the civil rights movement and the 

role it played in this election / the impact of America having its first African-American 

president -- on white and black America, as well as on the rest of the world / the 

problems and expectations facing President-elect Obama / the current economic crisis / 

the situation in Iraq and what needs to accomplished / the hopes for an Obama presidency 

Guests: Fareed Zakaria, Author, “The Post-American World”; Bob Woodward, Author, 

“The War Within: A Secret White House History”; Jane Mayer, Author, “The Dark Side: 

The Inside Story of How the War on Terror Turned into a War on American Ideas”; 

Michael Eric Dyson, Author, “April 4, 1968: Martin Luther King Jr.‟s Death and How it 

Changed America” 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

11/02/08 “Coming Home” - Citizen soldiers returning from active military duty are entitled by a 

law called USERRA to get their old civilian jobs back or be taken back by their 

employers at the same salaries.  With the Pentagon relying so heavily on the National 

Guard and Reserve to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan, many veterans are coming home to 

find themselves demoted or penalized or out of a job completely, despite the law.  Now, 

many employers say the law is putting an excessive financial burden on their businesses.  

Includes comments from Assistant Secretary of Defense Thomas Hall.  (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“Sergeant Bill” - an interview/profile of Bill Jakob who, with a badge purchased on the 

Internet, managed to fool the people of Gerald, Missouri into believing that he was an 

undercover federal agent and member of the “Multi-Jurisdictional Narcotics Task Force” 

and had been sent to clean up the town in a county with one of the highest number of 

methamphetamine labs in the country.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Kyra Darnton) 

“Brain Power” - a report on brain-computer interface or BCI, a new technology that 

connects the human brain to a computer, which allows people who are completely 

paralyzed due to illness or trauma to operate computers, write e-mails, and drive 

wheelchairs.  Scientists hope that in the future, BCI may restore movement to paralyzed 

people and allow amputees to move bionic limbs.  Includes comments from 

neuroscientist Dr. Jonathan Wolpaw of New York State‟s Wadsworth Center; Dr. Andy 

Schwartz, a neuroscientist at the University of Pittsburgh; and Brown University 

neuroscientist Dr. John Donoghue.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Loves Concession Speeches” - Andy takes a look at some 

memorable concession speeches 

 

11/09/08 “The Inner Circle” - an interview with the four key members of President-elect Barack 

Obama‟s campaign team, recorded on election night, shortly after their candidate gave his 

victory speech in Chicago‟s Grant Park.  Those interviewed are: David Axelrod, Obama‟s 

Chief Strategist; Campaign Manager David Plouffe; Senior Aide Robert Gibbs; and Anita 

Dunn, who handled communications, research, and policy.  (C: Steve Kroft - P:  L. 

Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Andy Court) 

“The Wasteland” - a report on the black market dismantling of electronic waste, or “e-

waste”, focusing on Hong Kong and the toxic dumps of Guiyu, China -- a city so 

polluted, it has the highest levels of cancer-causing dioxins in the world.  Though it is 

illegal to import toxic e-waste, it is a lucrative business, where junked computers, 

televisions, and other old electronic products are mined for valuable components, 

including gold.  Includes comments from Allen Hershkowitz of the Natural Resources 

Defense Council; and Jim Puckett, founder of the Basel Action Network.  (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein) 

“Ted Turner” - an interview/profile of media mogul and philanthropist Ted Turner, as 

he reflects on a tumultuous life in his new memoir, “Call Me Ted”.  Also includes 

comments from his ex-wife, Jane Fonda, and his five children.  (C:  Morley Safer - P: 

Deirdre Naphin Curran) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney On The Election” - Andy reflects on an historic 

Election Day 

 

11/16/08 “The 44th President” - in his first post-election interview, President-elect Barack 

Obama discusses the economy, the ailing automobile industry, and the government‟s 

$700 billion bailout program.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Radutzky, L. Franklin 

Devine) 

“The Next First Family” - an interview with President-elect Barack Obama and future 

First Lady Michelle Obama, as they look to transition into life at the White House.  (C: 

Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy's Homage To Newsprint” - Andy reflects on the steady 

decline of newspaper circulation 



 

 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

11/23/08 “Assault on Pelindaba” - a report on the still unsolved November 7, 2007 attack on 

Pelindaba, a heavily guarded nuclear plant located in South Africa.  In the 1990's South 

Africa chose to disarm, but the highly enriched uranium (HUE), the fuel for bombs, still 

remains on site.  Even though it was the boldest attempt ever made on a site holding 

bomb-grade uranium, South African officials continue to insist that it was a random act.  

Among those interviewed include: Pelindaba employees Ria Meiring and Anton Gerber; 

Matthew Bunn of Harvard‟s Kennedy School of Government; Ambassador Abdul Minty; 

Ari Van Der Bijl, general manager at Pelindaba; and Rob Adam, CEO of the Nuclear 

Energy Corporation of South Africa.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Graham Messick, Michael 

Karzis) 

“For Better or For Worse” - a report on the current plan of the U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Service to deport several hundred widows and a few widowers -- foreigners 

who‟d been married to American citizens when the American died.  A foreigner who 

marries a United States citizen is entitled to become a U.S. resident, but Immigration 

claims that a widow is not a wife and that if the widow did not complete the process 

while the husband was alive, she cannot remain in the country -- even if their children 

were born in the United States.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“Rex” - follow-up to “Rex” (OAD: 10/23/05), a report on Rex Lewis-Clack, a musical 

savant born blind and mentally impaired and who continues to make remarkable strides 

despite doctors' predictions.  The follow-up consists of recent interviews with Rex, now 

thirteen-years-old; his mother, Cathleen Lewis; and David Pinto, who helps Rex turn his 

improvisations into original pieces of music.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (see 

also “Musically Speaking”, OAD: 09/28/03) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Christmas Before Thanksgiving” - Andy chides retailers for 

trying to skip over Thanksgiving 

 

11/30/08 “The Cheaters” - a joint investigation by 60 MINUTES and The Washington Post on 

cheating in the popular and lucrative -- though illegal in the United States -- world of 

Internet poker.  When online poker players suspected cheating on two popular Internet 

sites -- Absolute Poker and Ultimate Bet -- the managers of the mostly unregulated $18 

billion Internet gambling industry failed to respond to their complaints, forcing the online 

poker community to undertake its own investigation.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen) 

“The Silver Star” - a profile of Private Monica Brown -- an army medic who was 

temporarily attached to a paratrooper unit in Paktika Province, Afghanistan and who 

risked her own life to save two 82nd Airborne Division paratroopers after they were 

critically wounded when their unit was ambushed as it headed back to base.  Awarded a 

Silver Star for exceptional valor, she is only the second woman to receive the nation‟s 

third-highest combat medal since World War II.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Tom Anderson, Jeff 

Newton) 

“Michael Phelps” - an interview/profile of swimmer Michael Phelps, who won an 

historic eight gold medals at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.  Includes comments from his 

coach, Bob Bowman; his agent, Peter Carlisle; and his mother, Debbie.  (C: Anderson 

Cooper - P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Knows How To Save” - Andy shares his favorite ways to 

save money 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

11/01/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Blood and Money On Horseshoe Bay” - a report on the 

November 2005 murder of Charlie White, a larger-than-life Texas millionaire who lived 

a lavish lifestyle in Horseshoe Bay, Texas.  When police were called to White‟s lakeside 

mansion, they found his body, which had been brutally beaten, with an extension cord 

wrapped around his neck several times.  By first impression, White was a very likeable 

person, but as police investigated his murder, a darker image of White emerged -- one of 

a cruel man with a dangerous mean streak sharpened by arrogance, alcohol, and women.  

With an unbridled passion for the fairer sex, White bedded and rated the sexual prowess 

of over a thousand women, including strippers, prostitutes, and even the girlfriends of his 

own son Darin, who Charlie used to pick up women to fulfill his needs.  As the murder 

investigation unfolded, police focused on the troubled relationship between father and 

son and soon settled on Darin as the main suspect.  When Darin voluntarily came in for 

questioning, he admitted to being with Charlie the night he died.  Darin claimed that after 

a trip to Wal-Mart, they returned home, where he and his father got into an argument that 

turned dangerously violent -- Darin believed that his father was going to kill him.  After 

Darin beat and choked his father, he went upstairs to bed and the next morning, drove to 

his mother‟s house in New Mexico.  But the Texas Rangers didn‟t buy Darin‟s story and 

found no evidence to show that 73-year-old Charlie put up a fight at all.  Arrested for his 

father‟s murder, prosecutors maintained that it was a case of premeditated murder.  But 

Darin‟s attorney, Eddie Shell, maintained that it was a misdemeanor murder and a crime 

of sudden passion, which carries a much lighter sentence.  Shell believed that Darin 

exploded and killed his father in a fit of rage -- one that was brought on by years of 

torment and physical abuse.  In the end, the jury sentenced Darin White to twenty years 

confinement in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice Institutional Division for the 

murder of his father, Charlie White.  Darin will be eligible for parole in ten years.  (C: 

Peter Van Sant - P: Jay Young, Jenna Jackson) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

11/08/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Vegas Heat” - a report on the December 14, 2005 discovery 

of the charred corpse of a young woman, found in a burned-out car on a Las Vegas, 

Nevada desert road.  The car was registered to Kelly Ryan, a fitness champion who is 

married to Craig Titus, a Mr. Olympia competitor.  Both were stars of the body building 

world and also hard partiers, known for using illegal drugs and pain killers.  The 

unrecognizable body was initially thought to be Ryan, but authorities were stunned when 

they arrived at the couple‟s house only to be greeted by her at the door.  When asked 

about the car, Craig and Kelly claimed that it had been taken the day before by Melissa 

James, their 31-year-old live-in assistant and a dancer, who was headed to New Jersey to 

spend Christmas with her mother.  Melissa never made it to New Jersey and when 

pressed, Craig and Kelly accused her of theft -- that she stole the Jaguar and used Kelly‟s 

debit card to steal from them.  Detectives were lucky and discovered that Kelly‟s debit 

card was last used at Wal-Mart by Kelly, who purchased seven bottles of lighter fluid.  

Panicked by the police visit, Craig and Kelly confided in Megan Foley, Kelly‟s friend, 

that a fight between Kelly and Melissa had spiraled out of control -- Kelly tased Melissa, 

injected her with narcotics and that it ended when Craig choked her.  Megan‟s attorney 

contacted the police.  Armed with that information, police issued a warrant for their 

arrest.  Eventually, the FBI tracked the couple to Boston, where they were charged with 

murder and arson.  Twenty-one days after the body was found, it was officially identified 

as Melissa James.  But because the body was so badly burned, the coroner could not say 

for sure how Melissa died or if it was even murder.  Craig had a different story and in an 

interview, told 48 HOURS that Melissa had attacked Kelly and that he interceded on his 

wife‟s behalf.  Enraged, Melissa ran upstairs to her room and when Craig checked on her, 

she was dead.  Craig also claimed that he, Melissa, and Kelly had been using drugs for 

days leading up to the fight and that her death was an overdose.  High on drugs, they 

panicked and disposed of her body in the desert.  As the trial was about to begin, Craig 

and Kelly each accepted a plea deal -- Craig for second-degree murder, kidnapping, and 

arson; Kelly for battery and arson.  After further courtroom dramatics, Craig Titus was 

sentenced to 21 to 55 years and Kelly Ryan to six to 17 years in prison.  Craig has filed a 

motion to reduce his sentence.  Kelly says her marriage to Craig is over.  (C: Peter Van 

Sant - P: Chuck Stevenson, Chris O‟Connell) 

 

11/15/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Truth On Trial” - an update of “Sex, Lies And The Doctor‟s 

Wife” (OAD: 11/12/05; rebroadcast on 06/06/06).  Karen Tipton, a mother of two and the 

wife of prominent psychiatrist Dr. David Tipton, was found stabbed to death in her 

Decatur, Alabama home in March 1999. Police quickly ruled out the husband as a 

suspect, and a month later arrested 24-year-old Daniel Wade Moore, who worked for the 

alarm company that had installed a security system in the Tipton home. Moore, a drug 

user, had initially confessed to his uncle to being present at the scene of the murder, but 

later retracted his statement. Despite the lack of physical evidence, Moore was tried, 

convicted and sentenced to death row. Eight months following the conviction, Moore‟s 

defense attorneys discovered that prosecutors had withheld potentially conclusive 

information in the case including an FBI report suggesting that Karen was having 

multiple affairs, and may have known her killer. In a stunning reversal in February 2005, 

the same judge who sentenced Moore to death released him from prison. The state 

appealed the decision and Daniel Moore is now awaiting a new trial that could set him 

free.  Update: In February 2008, Daniel Wade Moore returned to court, this time with the 

FBI report and new witnesses.  After six days of deliberation and nine years to the day 

that Karen Tipton was murdered, Moore‟s second trial ended with a hung jury.  The 

judge had no choice but to declare a mistrial and Moore was sent back to the Morgan 

County jail.  One month after the mistrial, Moore was told that he would be allowed to 

wait for his next trial at home.  Currently free on $150,000 bond, Moore‟s third trial is set 

to begin on April 13th, 2009, in Decatur -- even though several jurors say Daniel Wade 



 

 

Moore will never be convicted in his hometown.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Susan Mallie, 

James Stolz) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

11/22/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Mortgage And The Murder” - For nearly a year, 

twenty-year-old Renee Ohlemacher was suspected in the murder of her parents, 

Bernadette and Greg, who were shot in their Albuquerque, New Mexico home on the 

early morning of August 2, 2005.  Renee says that, upon hearing the gunshots, she hid in 

a closet and called the police.  Certain that the killer knew the couple, investigators began 

questioning her every move.  Her family also had their doubts about her innocence -- she 

was set to inherit nearly $1 million from a life insurance policy purchased by her mother.  

However, no physical evidence linked Renee to the crime.  Then, nearly a year later, it 

was discovered that Ron Santiago, the murdered couple‟s mortgage broker, had once 

owned a 9-millimeter Ruger handgun, the same type of gun that had killed the 

Ohlemachers.  Police searched his home and found a 9-millimeter shell casing in a bag in 

his garage.  Santiago was arrested, charged and jailed for the murder, but was later 

released on bail because of a judge‟s ruling that the search of Santiago‟s house was 

illegal.  This decision is being appealed by the District Attorney. Meanwhile, Ohlemacher 

family members still believe that Renee carried out a plan to murder her parents, and that 

the true killer is still at large.  They have filed a civil suit against both Renee and Ron 

Santiago in their search for answers.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Paul LaRosa) 

 

11/29/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Drawn To Murder” (9:00-11:00p) - a report on the 

February 1987 murder of 37-year-old Peggy Hettrick in Fort Collins, Colorado.  Her 

mutilated, half naked body was discovered in a field near the home of Tim Masters, a 15-

year-old who lived near the crime scene.  He said he had seen the body on his way to 

school but, thinking it was a mannequin, he did not report it to the police.  He then 

became a suspect when police  searched his home and found his collection of knives and 

his drawings of graphic images of murder and mutilation.  Under interrogation, he 

adamantly denied any knowledge of the murder -- and since police had no actual 

evidence linking him to the crime, he was not arrested.  Ten years later, prompted by the 

opinions of Dr. Reid Meloy, an expert on sexual homicide, the police did arrest Masters 

for the murder.  He was put on trial, convicted and went to prison in 1999, sentenced to 

life without parole.  After losing two appeals, he appealed again, claiming ineffective 

counsel.  His defense team then uncovered important items of evidence never given to 

Masters‟ original lawyers, although they had been entitled to them.  This included, among 

other things, questions surrounding Dr. Richard Hammond, a prominent eye surgeon who 

also lived near the crime scene and who had been arrested for voyeurism.  And now, for 

the first time, DNA tests were done on Peggy Hettrick‟s clothing.  These tests found no 

DNA of Tim Masters, but did find that of Hettrick‟s ex-boyfriend, Matt Zoellner, and that 

of two other males.  Tim Masters‟ conviction and sentence were vacated, and he was 

released from prison after more than nine years.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, 

Marc B. Goldbaum, Taigi Smith) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * *  

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

12/07/08 1) Topics include: talks between Democratic Congressional leaders and the White House 

to give automakers $15 billion in emergency loans to stave off collapse / Chapter 11 

bankruptcy as an option to save the industry / the creation of a “car czar” - a government 

official in the Commerce Department, who would have the authority to force the 

automakers to reorganize / support for and opposition against the creation of a “car czar” 

/ how the current economic crisis is affecting the automobile industry / the $700 billion 

bailout and opinions concerning Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson‟s handling of 

the crisis and the bailout money / whether or not the current management of the “Big 

Three” automakers should be allowed to stay on should their companies receive a 

governmental bailout -- specifically Rick Wagoner, Chairman of General Motors 

2) Topics include: support for the replacement of Rick Wagoner as Chairman of General 

Motors / the failures of the United Sates auto industry / how outside factors affected 

American car makers / the need for American automakers to acknowledge the revolution 

that is happening in the industry and for a requirement to be made that money given to 

them to save them is provided with the stipulation that they must formulate a plan for 

their survival; the recent terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India / the current situation and 

problems facing Pakistan 

Guests: Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT), Chairman, Senate Banking Committee (1); Senator 

Jeff Sessions (R-AL), Member, Senate Budget Committee (1); Thomas Friedman, 

Columnist, The New York Times, and Author, “Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a 

Green Revolution and How It Can Renew America” (2) 

 

12/14/08 1) Topics include: the scandal involving Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, who‟s been 

accused of trying to sell the appointment to President-elect Barack Obama‟s former 

Senate seat / the lawsuit filed with the Illinois Supreme Court, asking them to remove 

Governor Blagojevich from office due to questions of legitimacy and his inability to 

serve / belief that a special election should be held to fill the vacant Senate seat 

2) Topics include: the blockage of the bailout plan for the American automotive industry 

by Senate Republicans / the role of the current White House administration in the 

negotiations to save the automotive industry and their desire to furnish some money to 

the automakers / reaction to President George W. Bush‟s desire to not allow the auto 

industry to collapse / how the current automotive industry crisis is affecting Michigan 

and Ohio / speculation as to when to expect word from the White House regarding their 

plans and what it will entail 

3) Topics include: how the scandal involving Governor Blagojevich could impact 

President-elect Obama / Democratic Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.‟s discussions with 

Governor Blagojevich regarding the vacant Senate seat and his subsequent declaration of 

innocence once the scandal broke 

Guests: Lisa Madigan (D-IL), Illinois Attorney General (1); Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) 

(2); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Senator 

Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Michael Eric Dyson, 

Sociologist, Georgetown University (3) 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/21/08 1) Topics include: support and opposition regarding the possible appointment of Caroline 

Kennedy to finish out Hillary Clinton‟s term in the Senate by New York Governor David 

Paterson / the importance of the appointment not being about the individual, but about the 

needs of the state /  questions regarding her qualifications / support for the consideration 

of current members of Congress / reaction to Caroline Kennedy‟s recent trip to upstate 

New York / Ms. Kennedy‟s work with the New York City public school system / Ms. 

Kennedy‟s strengths and weaknesses as a candidate, should she run for re-election in 

2010 / New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo‟s interest in filling Senator 

Clinton‟s seat in the Senate 

2) Topics include: hearsay regarding the possible appointment of Caroline Kennedy to 

finish out Hillary Clinton‟s term in the Senate / Attorney General Cuomo‟s interest in the 

Senate position / the Kennedy mystique / current Senator Clinton‟s position regarding 

Ms. Kennedy‟s interest in her seat, especially since Ms. Kennedy backed President-elect 

Barack Obama in the race for the White House 

Guests: Joel Klein, New York City School Chancellor (1); Representative Gary 

Ackerman (D-NY) (1); Geraldine Ferraro, Former Democratic Vice Presidential 

Candidate (1); Representative Thomas Reynolds (R-NY) (1); Representative Peter King 

(R-NY) (1); Dominic Carter, Political Anchor, NY1 News (2) 

 

12/28/08 1) Topics include: the Israeli-Hamas conflict: the Obama administration and the U.S. 

relationship with Israel / the factor of a possible land invasion of Gaza by Israel / 

Obama‟s current discussions with Secretary Rice and with his own national security 

team; the status and aspects of the economic recovery plan; the situation with Illinois 

Governor Rod Blagojevich / the question of the release of transcripts of phone 

conversations which Obama aide Rahm Emanuel had with Blagojevich‟s office 

2) Topics include: the probability of the impeachment of Illinois Governor Rod 

Blagojevich and his removal from office / Blagojevich‟s determination to keep his 

position / Lt. Gov. Quinn‟s lack of contact with Blagojevich since August 2007 / 

anticipated removal of Blagojevich by mid-February 2009 / question of Obama‟s 

replacement in the Senate; Lt. Gov. Quinn‟s optimism about reforming the Illinois state 

government 

3) Topics include: the recession: its anticipated duration and severity / its the worldwide 

impact / comparison with the 1930's / the fact that it takes time for a stimulus plan to be 

initiated and then start to take effect / the possibility that the projected monetary figure 

associated with Obama‟s recovery plan may not be big enough / how this recession and 

the response to it might change the U.S. over time / the prospect of actual bipartisan 

consensus in addressing the economic crisis 

Guests: David Axelrod, Obama White House Senior Advisor (1); Illinois Lt. Governor 

Pat Quinn (D) (2); Paul Krugman, economist and author (3) 

Guest Moderator: Chip Reid, Chief White House Correspondent  

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

12/07/08 “The Oil Kingdom” - a report on the oil industry in Saudi Arabia, the world‟s largest 

supplier of oil.  Despite the pledge of President-elect Barack Obama and others to lessen 

America‟s use of foreign oil, Saudi Arabia isn‟t worried and is gearing up to produce 

more.  With the development of horizontal drilling, they are able to access oil that was 

discovered thirty years ago -- enough to keep the United States as their number one 

customer.  Those interviewed are: Ali Al-Naimi, Oil Minister of Saudi Arabia and de 

facto head of OPEC; Awayyid Al-Shammari, who oversees the mega-project at the 

Shaybah facility; Khalid Abdulqader, project manager at the Khurais field; and Abdallah 

Jum‟ah, President and CEO of Saudi Aramco, the kingdom‟s national oil company.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin, Kathy Liu)  DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Schnabel” - a profile/interview of American painter and film director Julian Schnabel.  

Includes comments from his wife, Spanish actress Olatz Lopez Garmendia.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Gets All Wound Up” - people and their various watches 

(OAD: 12/03/06) 

 

12/14/08 “Barney Frank” - a profile/interview of Representative Barney Frank, Democratic 

congressman from Massachusetts.  As Chairman of the House Financial Services 

Committee, he is at the center of both the $700 billion government bailout for the 

financial industry and the bailout attempt for Detroit‟s automakers that recently failed in 

the Senate.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Where‟s The Bottom?” - a report on Alt-A and Option ARM‟s (adjustable rate 

mortgage) -- two popular types of loans that were supposed to be higher-quality 

mortgages -- and their potential impact on the current economic crisis.  The option 

ARM‟s in particular lured borrowers in with ultra-low initial interest rates, called teaser 

rates, sometimes as low as one percent.  But after two, three or five years, those rates 

reset, resulting in higher monthly payments for homeowners.  Now the Alt-A and option 

ARM loans made back in the heyday are starting to reset, causing mortgage payments to 

go up and homeowners to default.  Among those interviewed include: Whitney Tilson, an 

investment fund manager who teamed up with Amherst Securities, an investment firm 

that specializes in mortgages; Miami real estate broker Peter Zalewski, of Condo 

Vultures Realty; and Sean Egan, who runs a credit rating firm that analyzes corporate 

debt.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: David Gelber, Joel Bach) 

“Coach Carroll” - a profile/interview of University of Southern California football 

coach Pete Carroll, who in addition to his success on the field with the USC Trojans, 

started an organization called “A Better LA”, to stop gang violence in Los Angeles.  (C: 

Byron Pitts - P: Catherine Olian, Joyce Cordero) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Answers His Mail” - What's in Andy's mailbag?  See a 

sampling! 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/21/08 “Schwarzenegger” - a profile/interview of California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

as he faces a potential $40 billion state deficit caused by the economic decline; proposes 

some of the world‟s toughest environmental laws, which would make California a leader 

on climate change; and reflects on his 40th anniversary in America.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Henry Schuster) 

“Screening The TSA” - A report on the safety measures passengers must endure at 

airport security checkpoints since 9/11 and whether or not they are keeping travelers 

protected.  The Transportation Security Administration says they are, but with screeners 

enforcing rules viewed by most travelers as annoying and arbitrary, the TSA has 

launched an image makeover.  Includes comments from: Bruce Schneier, a security 

expert who has advised the TSA and who likens the procedures to “security theater”; and 

Kip Hawley, outgoing head of the TSA, who believes America is under attack from 

terrorists.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“The Orphanage” - a visit to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, the Kenya-based 

orphanage for elephants who were abandoned when they were less than two years old.  

Includes interviews with: Dame Daphne Sheldrick, the orphanage founder who has been 

working with elephants for 50 years and Edwin Lusichi, head of the elephant keepers. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 04/09/06; a re-edited version.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Perusing The Christmas Catalogs” - Looking for something to 

buy?  Andy Rooney isn't! 

 

12/28/08  “The Road to the White House” - a retrospective chronological review of Barack 

Obama‟s road to the presidency, incorporating never-before-seen footage along with 

video excerpts of previously aired 60 MINUTES segments, and unified with an original 

audio narrative by correspondent Steve Kroft, who was also the correspondent for all 

excerpted segments.  Included are: (1) “The Road to the White House” (First Steps) - a 

look back at why 60 MINUTES chose to profile Barack Obama, a then-rising political 

phenomenon, who planned to announce his candidacy for the presidency on 02/10/07 (P: 

L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Tom Anderson). (2) “The Road to the White 

House” (The Primaries) - after an enthusiastic beginning, Obama‟s campaign hit a wall, 

and on the eve of the primaries, he trailed Hillary Clinton by nearly 20 points. He learned 

to be a great candidate, and in Iowa, his organization outmaneuvered the Clinton 

campaign and achieved victory, shattering Senator Clinton‟s aura of inevitability. (P: L. 

Franklin Devine, Jennifer MacDonald). (3) “The Road to the White House” (Victory) - 

Obama went to the Democratic convention assured of the nomination and made history 

as the first African-American presidential nominee of a major political party. In the 

campaign, he was locked in a dead-heat with Republican rival John McCain, and 

eventually achieved an historic victory on election night, appearing that night to a 

cheering crowd in Chicago‟s Grant Park (no producers listed). (4) “The Road to the 

White House” (Looking Ahead) - after Obama‟s victory, he remained out of sight, 

getting briefings and conferring with his transition team. His first post-election interview 

was conducted by Steve Kroft, 12 days after the election, and included his wife, Michelle 

Obama . (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky). Excerpts were taken from the 

following previously aired segments: “Barack Obama” (OAD: 02/11/07);  “Obama „08" 

(OAD: 02/10/08);  “Ohio” (OAD: 03/02/08);  “Obama -Biden „08" (OAD: 08/31/08);  

“The Candidates - Obama „08" (OAD: 09/21/08);  “The Inner Circle” (OAD: 11/09/08);  

“The Next First Family” (OAD: 11/16/08). 

 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

12/06/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Guessing Game” - a report on the January 11th, 1999 

murder of Belinda Temple and her unborn child.  A resident of Katy, Texas, Belinda was 

married to David Temple, once the celebrated defensive linebacker at his high school and 

now a successful and respected football coach, and mother to their one son, Evan.  After 

an afternoon of errands with Evan, David returned home to what appeared to be forced 

entry and found Belinda in the couple‟s bedroom closet, shot in the head.  Homicide 

detectives believed that the crime scene had been staged -- nothing was stolen from the 

home and the way the pieces of glass fell from the broken back door of the Temple‟s 

home seemed unusual, as if the glass was broken with the door already opened.  

Detectives were also troubled when they learned that David was having an affair with a 

fellow teacher, Heather Scott, who eventually became his second wife.  Three months 

after the crime, a grand jury was convened, but nobody was indicted.  With no DNA 

evidence, no eyewitnesses, no murder weapon, and no incriminating fingerprints linking 

David Temple to the crime, years passed until 2004, when Scott Peterson was convicted 

of killing his pregnant wife in a trial that captured the nation‟s attention.  The similarities 

in both murders gave authorities a renewed confidence in their circumstantial case against 

David.  Prosecutor Kelly Siegler finally got some forensic evidence, when after years of 

laboratory snafus and delays, a critical FBI report came back and indicated traces of 

gunshot residue on David‟s jacket.  On November 29th, 2004, David was arrested for the 

murder of his wife, Belinda.  After a contentious trial with David‟s attorney, Dick 

DeGuerin, David was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.  He will be eligible for 

parole in 2037, when he will be 69 years old.   (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman, Jenna Jackson) 

 

12/13/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Deadline For Justice” (9:00-10:00p) - A report on the cold 

cases of two young women, both new to the areas where they lived, who were both raped 

and murdered. In the first case, in 2002, young television reporter  Jennifer Servo was 

found murdered weeks after moving to Abeline, Texas to begin a new job at KRBC-TV. 

Co-workers suspected an ex-boyfriend, Ralph Sepulveda, who had moved to Texas with 

her, but with whom she had recently broken up. Investigators also suspected a fellow 

reporter, Brian Travers, who had recently begun a romantic relationship with Jennifer. In 

the five years since the murder, police have not been able to make an arrest but vow not 

to give up until the case is solved. In the second case, Patty Scoville moved to Vermont 

in September 1991 to become a children‟s ski instructor, but just three weeks later, she 

disappeared and was found raped and murdered on a local scenic hiking trail. The 

investigation turned up more than 20 suspects: men Patty knew or those who had been in 

the park that day. The best evidence in solving the murder would be DNA, but Vermont 

was one of the last states to have a DNA data base. After seven years of lobbying by her 

parents, the Vermont DNA database was enacted into law. Seven additional years after it 

was established, and fourteen years after the murder the case was solved: Howard 

Godfrey, a 59-year-old window installer, was charged and found guilty.  (C: Harold Dow 

- P: Josh Gelman, Shoshanah Wolfson) (OAD: 04/19/08; Includes brief updated text 

graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

12/13/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Invitation To A Murder” (10:00-11:00p) - Police called 

Mark Winger a hero on Aug. 29, 1995 when he seemingly tried to save his wife, Donnah, 

from being bludgeoned to death in their home by Roger Harrington, a man with a history 

of mental illness, whom Winger shot and killed. Four years later, DeAnn Schultz, 

Donnah‟s best friend, revealed to police that she and Mark Winger had been having an 

affair and that he had talked about killing his wife. Polaroid pictures revealing the 

position of the victims‟ bodies at the scene of the killings showed that Winger‟s account 

of the events lacked credibility. Seven years after the deaths of Donnah Winger and 

Roger Harrington, Mark Winger was tried and found guilty of murder. He was sentenced 

to life in prison. Segments include: “Shattered”; “A Hero‟s Tale”; “Dark Secret”; 

“Changing Tide”; “Hero Or Villain?” (C: Richard Schlesinger - Sr. P: Hal Gessner - P: 

Gail Zimmerman, Doug Longhini, Ian Paisley) 

Update for the 12/13/08 rebroadcast: In the Spring of 2005, an inmate at the prison in 

Pontiac came forward and said that Mark Winger tried to involve him in a murder-for-

hire plot, with DeAnn Schultz as the intended victim and if money allowed, to also kill 

his father-in-law, Ira Drescher.  In June 2007, Winger stood trial in Pontiac and claimed 

that the whole thing was a fantasy he never planned to carry out.  Mark Winger was 

convicted of soliciting murder and sentenced to another 35 years.  He will never be 

eligible for parole.  Winger‟s second wife has divorced him.  Donnah‟s parents, Sara Jane 

and Ira Drescher, are helping other abused women and have established a fund in 

Donnah‟s name at “Women in Distress”, an organization dedicated to empowering 

domestic violence victims.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Doug 

Longhini)  (OAD: 01/15/03; 1st rebroadcast: 06/13/03; 2nd rebroadcast: 08/25/04, 

included an update.) 

 

12/20/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Power, Passion and Poison” - a report on the death of 50-

year-old Kathy Augustine, a career politician from Nevada. Questions arose about the 

cause of her death after police received a tip from her husband‟s co-worker that she may 

have been poisoned, and toxicology reports further confirmed the presence of the 

powerful paralytic drug Succinylcholine.  That discovery led to further questions about 

the death three years earlier of her estranged husband, Charles Augustine; her subsequent 

and immediate marriage to Chaz Higgs, a nurse who had cared for him, and if politics 

played any part in her death.  Upon further investigation, Chaz Higgs was arrested and 

charged with the murder of Kathy Augustine.  He is currently free on bail and his trial is 

scheduled to begin next month.  Nevada authorities are no longer investigating alleged 

threats against Augustine by political enemies.  Includes interviews with Augustine‟s 

parents,  Phil & Kay Alfano; Reno Police  Detective, Dave Jenkins; Charles Augustine‟s 

sons from a previous marriage, Larry and Greg.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Lisa Freed, Doug 

Longhini, Steven Reiner) 

Update for this rebroadcast: At the trial, prosecutor Christopher Hicks portrayed Chaz 

Higgs as a calculated murderer, but defense attorney David Houston revealed that it was 

discovered that Kathy Augustine had a heart condition - mitral valve prolapse with 

regurgitation - and argued that she died of a heart attack.  The coroner‟s office disagreed 

and stood by their original conclusion, that Kathy Augustine died from Succinylcholine 

toxicity.   Chaz Higgs took the stand for his defense and that night, tried to commit 

suicide by slitting his wrists.  Two days later, he returned to court, was cross examined, 

and denied that it was a sympathy ploy.  After nine days of testimony, the jury found 

Chaz Higgs guilty of first degree murder.  He was sentenced to life in prison, but is 

eligible for parole in twenty years.  Higgs is appealing his conviction.  (C: Troy Roberts - 

P: Lisa Freed, Linda Martin, Doug Longhini, Steven Reiner)  (OAD: 05/05/07; includes 

an update.) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

12/27/08 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “The Lord‟s Boot Camp” (8:00-9:00p) - 

In the summer of 2007, Tabitha Taylor, Nicole Scrivener and Valerie Smith were among 

the 700 American teenagers who attended a two-week session at The Lord‟s Boot Camp, 

a no-frills training camp in central Florida where the participants face physical and 

mental challenges as they prepare to embark on Christian evangelical missions in the 

U.S. and Africa.  The cameras follow each of the three girls as they individually 

experience and express their reactions to their training, their subsequent missions in 

Africa or Indiana, and their eventual return home.  Commentary is given by: Tabitha 

Taylor, of Bellwood, PA; Nicole Scrivener, of Tallahassee, FLA; Valerie Smith, of Las 

Vegas, NV; Bob Bland, founder, The Lord‟s Camp; Linda Maher, pre-teen coordinator, 

The Lord‟s Camp; Doug Peterson, director of the Zambia Mission, Ndola, Zambia, 

Africa. (Executive Producer: Susan Zirinsky. Producers: Steven Reiner, Gregory F. 

McLaughlin) (OAD: 04/12/08) 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 
 

12/07/08 “Caring For God‟s Creation” - A presentation and discussion on the ongoing attempt to 

encourage Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, Islamic, and other New Jersey 

congregations to address environmental issues and “think green.”  Reverend Fletcher 

Harper, Executive Director of GreenFaith, an interfaith environmental coalition based in 

New Jersey, discusses the recent interest in environmental issues and encourages 

religious groups to understand and address what those issues are, as well as explain how 

the poor are especially victimized by the pollution caused by an economy of waste.  In 

Livingston, NJ, Rabbi Clifford Kulwin of Congregation B‟nai Abraham and Tracey Bent, 

Facilities Manager, explains why the Congregation decided to go green and installed over 

400 solar panels, which provide part of its electrical needs.  In Newark, NJ, members of 

the First Hopewell Baptist Church and their Pastor, the Reverend Antonio Porter and 

Associate Minister Reverend Esther Haire, join GreenFaith on a tour of some of the toxic 

sites in and around their city, in order to gain a mightier voice in cleaning up their city‟s 

air and water.  At St. Mary‟s, a Franciscan-run parish in Pompton Lakes, NJ, high school 

students sort through the vast institution‟s raw garbage and trash, under the guidance of 

Stacey Kennealy of GreenFaith, in order to recycle their waste, while the Pastor, 

Reverend Kevin Downey, O.F.M., explains the Franciscan connection to greening in a 

greedy world.  In a science classroom at Al-Hikmah Islamic School in Prospect Park, NJ, 

the principal, Ammany Khattab, discusses the problems of pollution and global warming 

and why Islamic tradition requires “greener” living, with help from GreenFaith and the 

student‟s teacher.  Also featured is the Rabbi Lawrence Troster of GreenFaith, as he visits 

an Episcopal Church, St. John on the Mountain, in Bernardsville, NJ, to encourage 

church elders to join the green movement.  (Producer & Narrator: Ted Holmes.  

Associate Producer: Aysha Ghadiali.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. 

Blessington.  Produced in consultation with: National Council of Churches; United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops; The Islamic Society of North America; Union for 

Reform Judaism; New York Board of Rabbis.) 

 

 



 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 
 

12/24/08 “Voices of Christmas From The National Council of Churches” - a Christmas special 

featuring the music of Christmas from a wide spectrum of the Christian faith groups that 

make up the interdenominational National Council of Churches. Choirs and musicians 

from Presbyterian, African-American Baptist, Lutheran, Moravian and Brethren 

traditions are featured, along with brief reflections on the meaning of Christmas from 

clergy and laypersons from Methodist, Reformed, Orthodox, Episcopal and other 

Christian communions.  The program is produced in observance of the 100th anniversary 

of the American ecumenical movement. Host: Dr. Michael Kinnamon, General Secretary 

of the National Council of Churches. Produced by the National Council of Churches. 

Executive Producer: Wesley M. Pattillo. Producer/Writer: Bill Turpie. Executive 

Producer for CBS: John P. Blessington 
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