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WRAL-FM, Raleigh, NC (101.5)
QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ISSUES

AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS
1st Quarter 2019

The following is a list of issues and concerns for First Quarter 2019 (January, February and March), and addressed in Public 
Affairs Programming, Public Service Announcements, and special programming on WRAL-FM.

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION

4. “OBAMACARE” (AFFORDABLE CARE ACT)/HEALTH INSURANCE/HEALTH

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS

6. IMMIGRATION

7. OPIOID ISSUES/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING

8. YOUTH

9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE

This report was placed in the Public Inspection file on     April 8, 2019
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

During January, February & March  2019, WRAL-FM broadcast 11 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays from 
6-7am.

‘ON THE RECORD’, produced by WRAL-TV is a 30-minute local interview program with TV-5 news anchor, 
David Crabtree and/or Brad Johansen, discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State, Sundays, 6am-6:30am.

‘NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD is a 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air 
Sundays, 6:30am-7am.

NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD :55 Mon-Thurs, 6pm News and 2-min, Fri., 6pm News

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) Recorded PSA’s are :15, :30 or :60 
in length.

AMBER ALERTS
The NC Amber Alert System is a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information about abducted children.  Mix 
101.5 broadcasts Amber Alerts received from the NC Center for Missing Persons.

NC LOTTERY
WRAL-FM airs one Problem Gambling PSA for every NC Lottery commercial scheduled on the station.

NEWSBREAKS, Mon-Fri
60-Sec, 6am, 6:30am, 7am, 7:30am, 8am & 8:30am
60-Sec, 4pm & 5pm
6-6:30pm (simulcast – TV newscast)
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SPECIAL EVENTS

January

February
2/16/19 – Kay Yow Walk/Run
2/25/19 – Read Across America at Zebulon Elementary

March
3/9/19 – Inaugural Dorothea Dix Park 5K Race
3/23/19 – Walk MS:  Triangle 2019
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Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, church 
and other organizations.  Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) for 
comments/opinions of community leaders, in an effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns.

1st QUARTER ISSUES:

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
North Carolina’s real Gross Domestic Product is expected to increase 2.5% in 2019, slightly slower than 2018’s rate.
Close to 85,000 net new payroll jobs are projected to be added in North Carolina in 2019, less than the 100,000 jobs gained in 
2018.
Finance, agriculture and retail trade are growing more slowly.
North Carolina agriculture has actually gone down a little bit in terms of GDP growth.
The trade wars and some of the export sectors are a concern. In North Carolina, 7.2% of GDP is in exports, so this can have 
an impact. Especially with the exchange rate going up, the dollar becomes stronger, and it’s more-costly to buy our products. 
The interest rate is another concern.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
Federal investigators earlier this month demanded documents in the 9th Congressional District investigation, a signal that 
there's a formal U.S. Department of Justice criminal probe into alleged election fraud in North Carolina.
Three Senate leaders are behind the latest attempt to arm teachers in the name of school safety.
House leaders also are leery about arming teachers. School safety bills that passed the chamber this week focused on physical 
upgrades to protect schools, possible mental health screening for students and a course to teach civic responsibility.
The acrimony between the executive and legislative branch was at the fore during the past election cycle, during which 
Cooper threw his weight behind the movement to break the supermajorities, helping to raise money and interest in key 
legislative races.
Republicans still have majority; however, they no longer have supermajorities in both chambers. That means theoretically 
they have enough votes to pass anything based along powerlines but they do not automatically have enough votes to override 
potential vetoes from Governor Cooper. 
State Budget:  This is the biggest issue lawmakers will debate in the session that should last until sometime this summer. 
North Carolina election officials on Thursday ordered a new contest in the 9th Congressional District, ending a dramatic 
months-long investigation into allegations of widespread ballot-tampering and potentially refocusing the national debate 
about election fraud.

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
Hurricane Florence left approximately $3.6 billion of damage at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. And a group of former 
military leaders and advisers say the partisan battle over climate change could harm our troops and national security in the 
future.
Clean Air Carolina is challenging an air quality permit for Enviva Hamlet, a large wood pellet manufacturing facility being 
built in Richmond County. 
The environmental advocacy group says the state Department of Environmental Quality failed to ensure that an air pollution 
increase from the new plant won't violate the Clean Air Act.

4. “OBAMACARE” (AFFORDABLE CARE ACT)/HEALTH INSURANCE/HEALTH
Heart disease is the number one killer of women, according to the American Heart Association.
Close to 45 percent of U.S. deaths caused by heart disease, stroke and Type 2 diabetes are the result of poor eating habits, 
including too much salt and sugary drinks, and not enough fresh fruits and vegetables.
Among African-American women in North Carolina, about one in four cardiovascular deaths occur before age 65, compared 
to about one in 10 among white women, according to the Department of Health and Human Services.
According to AARP, Americans pay the highest prescription drug prices in the world. The group wants pharmaceutical 
companies to stop deflecting blame and reduce those prices.
Expansion of Medicaid:  This was the most popular choice for the top issue. Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper and Democrats in 
the legislature want to expand Medicaid, the government health insurance program, to more low-income adults.
Under the Affordable Care Act, states can add adults who earn no more than 138 percent of poverty level to Medicaid, with 
the federal government picking up most of the cost. An estimated 339,000 people in North Carolina would qualify for health 
insurance under Medicaid expansion.



5

Republican majorities in the legislature have so far refused to debate expansion. But a version of Medicaid expansion, in 
which enrolled people would work and pay premiums, may have a chance in the House this session.
It is our judgment as conservative Republicans with extensive background in healthcare that this bill is absolutely necessary 
for North Carolina to meet the healthcare needs of our hard-working citizens who simply cannot afford health care. It will 
include a work requirement. It will not require any funding by the tax payers of NC and will actually save money by reducing 
the current subsidy provided to our states operated hospitals

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
Areas of low economic mobility in North Carolina are also those with traditionally high African-American populations. To 
break the cycle of family poverty, she said it's critical to recognize where these pockets of poverty exist, and focus resources 
there.
There’s an urban and rural divide. Affordable housing is also a hot topic. People are talking about the need for people who 
work in Raleigh, Durham, Greensboro or Charlotte to afford the revitalized areas of downtown.
People without jobs in North Carolina receive some of the lowest unemployment benefits in the country and receive 
payments for a shorter time than in nearly every other state
Nearly half of North Carolina’s children (43%) live in poor or low-income homes. Growing up in poverty increases the 
likelihood that a child will be exposed to factors that can harm brain development, making success in school and life harder 
to achieve.
There’s a housing crisis for people with disabilities in North Carolina. There’s a lack of actual buildings for people to live in, 
but even if they were available, they wouldn’t be able to afford them.
In North Carolina, 62 percent of rural, non-metro students qualify for free or reduced lunch compared to 46 percent for urban 
students
North Carolina is cited as having the 4th highest poverty rate in the country, with 13% of families living below the poverty 
line.

6. IMMIGRATION
The U.S. government said it has expanded a program requiring asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico while their cases proceed 
through immigration court. They also reported that 240 migrants seeking asylum have been returned to Mexico under the 
program.
The Department of Homeland Security is expanding its program of returning some asylum seekers to Mexico to await their 
immigration court hearings.
A coalition of immigrant advocacy groups asked a federal judge for a restraining order that would block the Trump 
administration from forcing asylum seekers to stay in Mexico while their cases make their way through the immigration 
courts.
House Democrats are introducing legislation that would provide a pathway to citizenship for more than one million 
undocumented immigrants in the United States.
More than 2,000 people in Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody are being quarantined amid an outbreak of 
mumps and other diseases. The numbers of immigrants in custody with a contagious diseases has spiked in the past year. 
Wake County Public School System Superintendent Cathy Moore on Tuesday night addressed concerns from parents and 
teachers who say some students are fearful about immigration enforcement in the county.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
Every day, more than 130 people in the United States die after overdosing on opioids.
Meth is one of the most addictive substances in the United States. Many people have reported getting addicted to meth in as 
little as one use.
Outbreaks of hepatitis A are popping up across the U.S. among people who are homeless and inject illicit drugs.
Warning signs of drug abuse in adolescents include poor school performance, lack of interest in activities, changes in friends, 
secretive behavior, avoidance of eye contact and hostility.
Drug mortality rates are higher in urban areas than rural counties.
The odds of dying from an opioid overdose are, for the first time, greater than the odds of dying in a car accident. 
The odds of dying from an opioid overdose are 1-in-96, compared with 1-in-103 for motor vehicle deaths.
Folks at the FDA are clearly worried about the recent uptick in the numbers of young people who vape, going so far as to call 
the trend an epidemic. While e-cigarettes may have initially come onto the scene to provide cigarette smokers with a safer 
alternative, they’ve become their own trend, especially among teens, many of whom have never smoked a cigarette

https://www.inverse.com/article/43124-teenagers-addiction-vaping-e-cigarettes
https://www.inverse.com/article/48942-fda-vaping-epidemic-teens
https://www.inverse.com/article/48942-fda-vaping-epidemic-teens
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8. YOUTH
Only 39 percent of North Carolina's third-graders are proficient in reading, according to the last National Report Card. And a 
recent guide issued by the North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation says the state can do better.
Nearly 1 million children in North Carolina live in poor or low-income homes, according to U.S. census figures. The 
nonprofit group NC Child has released a series of reports on the longer-term effects of poverty on children.
Children of color represent 45 percent of all North Carolina children, but 65 percent of those living in poverty.
Young children are more likely to live in poverty than older children.  Also, American Indian children, Black children, 
Hispanic or Latino children are more likely to live in low-income families
Growing up in poverty is one of the greatest threats to healthy child development. Research shows that children living in 
poverty are more likely than their peers to be exposed to events that can harm healthy brain development. Without protective 
factors to soften the blow, childhood poverty has been strongly linked to a variety of negative outcomes across a child’s life: 
reduced success in school, more exposure to violence, hunger, parents in the justice system, as well as abuse and neglect.

9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS
North Carolina is ranked 29th in the nation for teacher pay and second in the Southeast, according to estimates released 
Tuesday by the National Education Association.
Workforce development is a primary focus for Governor Cooper as he seeks to ensure more North Carolinians are ready for 
the jobs of today and tomorrow.
Governor Cooper announced NC Job Ready, his initiative to help people get good-paying jobs to support themselves and 
their families by investing in workforce development and job training.
Education concerns:  K-3 Class Size Mandate and School Funding.
NC Must Renew its Commitment to Public Schools for the Public Good.
It is time to reverse course and commit to implementing policies and increasing funding levels that will ensure that all of our 
children have equitable access to a rigorous education that will prepare them to be the thoughtful, empathetic, and creative 
leaders that we need for our future
The need to focus on the unique education challenges of rural North Carolina and address rural funding challenges through 
school finance reforms
The number of charter schools in North Carolina has nearly doubled since 2011, when lawmakers lifted the 100-school cap. 
This has had a huge impact on small, rural school districts that become further strained by the financial implications of a 
large exodus of students to charter schools.

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
Criminal justice experts in North Carolina are calling the death penalty part of a "sordid history" of racial terror. 
A brief filed in a North Carolina case by the nonprofit Promise of Justice Initiative argues that capital punishment now is 
used so rarely that it should be considered "cruel or unusual" under the state Constitution.
School safety and prison safety will continue to be important issues, as well as the numerous redistricting lawsuits remaining, 
including on the Supreme Court. Any judgments against the current maps could require a redraw.
North Carolina’s violent crime rate is slightly higher than the US average (ratio 1.11) with 3.84 crimes per 1,000 when 
measured against the national average of 3.47 - making it the 30th safest state for violent crime.
Fatal shootings involve a variety of situations, including children playing with unsecured guns, family members who set out 
to kill loved ones and then themselves, and teens settling conflicts with guns.
Gang activity is a factor in the majority of the shootings in Durham.
Gun-control advocates in the North Carolina legislature are pressing again for weapon restrictions they say will reduce the 
risk of mass shootings and other firearm violence.

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/NC?cti=PgTab_Findings&chort=1&sub=MAT&sj=NC&fs=Grade&st=MN&year=2017R3&sg=Gender:+Male+vs.+Female&sgv=Difference&ts=Single+Year&tss=2015R3-2017R3&sfj=NP
https://www.ncchild.org/
http://www.aclu.org/legal-document/north-carolina-v-rayford-burke-amicus-brief


7

1st QUARTER PROGRAMS:

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 1/5/19
Brad Johansen speaks with NC State University economist Mike Walden and WRAL statehouse reporter Travis Fain about 
the 2019 economy. 
PA Block for 1/6/19
News and Views
Guest:  Will Munn, Policy Analyst with NC Budget & Tax Center
Summary: Will talks about his report Powering Up Prosperity:  Accelerating Businesses of Color in NC.  Other issues 
discussed, race, the economy, and how business accelerators can boot minority-owned businesses.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 8
The New Year always brings a raft of new tax laws in North Carolina and this year was no different. Unfortunately, as has 
too often been the case of late, the latest changes were neither necessary nor helpful. Thanks to legislation enacted by the 
Republican majorities at the General Assembly, wealthy individuals and big corporations got yet another break on their taxes 
on January 1.  Sadly, the new cuts continue a shift that’s been going on for years that moves the responsibility for funding 
public structures and services away from the wealthy and onto the people in the middle and the bottom. 
The new changes will also continue a pattern of ignoring the need for investments to support a growing state, by cutting the 
government’s overall annual revenue by nearly a billion dollars – a change that legislative leaders did not fully account for in 
their most recent budget. To make matters worse, research confirms that the cuts will not boost the economy, make our state 
more competitive or put more money in the pockets of average North Carolinians. State leaders can and must do better in 
2019.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 29
A new report from experts at the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy highlights an accounting scheme and legal 
loophole that global companies are using to dodge more than $370 million a year in North Carolina taxes. The report explains 
that state taxes for big global companies ought to be calculated through something known as “combined reporting.” With 
combined reporting, a company’s North Carolina tax bill would be based, logically enough, on how much of its activity takes 
place in our state. Unfortunately, current law allows these companies to use tax havens in other states like Delaware and 
overseas to avoid paying our state taxes. This is grossly unfair – both to North Carolina taxpayers and to our home grown 
businesses that don’t have a footprint outside of the state. 
The bottom line: Global corporations have already gotten enormous breaks on their federal and state taxes in recent years that 
only tilted the economic playing field further in favor of the very wealthy. 
It’s high time that wealthy shareholders and profitable corporations reinvest in the communities that made them rich in the 
first place.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 3/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Martine Aureline, NC Budget & Tax Center
Summary: While NC has led the nation in high-quality early childhood programs, it has fallen short in ensuring that early 
childhood educators can meet the needs of their own families, which leads to challenges in recruiting and retaining people in 
the profession.  In NC, as well as in many other states, early childhood educators are in economic distress because their 
salaries remain low, while their work is highly skilled. National research find that this reality falls disproportionately on early 
childhood educators who are women, educators of color, and those working with the youngest children.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 20
State lawmakers unveiled some promising legislation this week to raise North Carolina’s minimum wage. House Bill 366 
would lift the wage to $15 per hour over the next five years and index it to inflation thereafter. The arguments for the bill are 
strong. Despite a decade of economic growth and a boom in the incomes of the rich, average wages in North Carolina have 
actually declined slightly. In 2018, the state’s median wage was down around $200 per year from where it was in 2009. 
What’s more, almost one out every eight working families in the state doesn’t make enough to escape the official and 
absurdly inadequate definition of “poverty.” Add to this the promising job growth numbers from the states that have already 
raised the wage and the fact that large majorities of voters support raising the wage and the issue ought to be a political “no 
brainer.” Unfortunately, Republican politicians remain opposed – mostly, it seems, because of their fear that a wage hike 
could open the floodgates to all sorts of long overdue demands of workers. With any luck, their fears will be well-founded.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 29
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A new report from the North Carolina Budget and Tax Center identifies one partial, but obvious, solution to the chronic and 
debilitating funding shortages that plague North Carolina public schools and other core state services and structures: higher 
income taxes on the rich. The report finds that a graduated tax structure that placed a top marginal rate of 7 percent on 
income over $1 million — could raise more than 350 million dollars per year. In addition to provided desperately needed 
resources, such a change would partially address the giant windfall that the state’s millionaires received as a result of 2013 
tax cuts that provided an average tax cut of more than $23,000 per year to the richest 1%. That change helped worsen the 
state’s upside down tax structure in which the rich already paid a much lower percentage of their income in state and local 
taxes than people of lower and middle incomes. The bottom line: If North Carolina is going to fulfill its commitments and 
ensure prosperity for all of its residents a fairer and more progressive income tax is an absolute must.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
RECORDED PSA, NC TRAVEL & TOURISM, 1/1-3/31/19, 21, 60-SEC SPOTS; Whether you’re looking for adventure or 
relaxation, mountains or beaches, the rhythm of city life or the tranquility of nature, you’ll find it all in NC.  The tourism 
section of the Division of Tourism, Film, and Sports Development works to develop and promote NC as a primary travel 
destination.  Key focus areas include consumer advertising and promotions, public relations strategies designed to garner 
positive media attention about travel opportunities within the state, promotion of group travel, and recruitment of sporting 
events into the state.
RECORDED PSA, ENERGY EFFICIENCY, 1/1-3/31/19, 22, 60 SEC SPOTS; The campaign aims to reach homeowners 
who are looking for ways to save money. The PSAs demonstrate that by taking energy efficient actions in the home, 
homeowners can save money by reducing their energy bill.  PSA encourages homeowners to save energy by taking simple 
but effective actions around the home. For example, homeowners who turn back their thermostat 10 - 15 degrees for eight 
hours a day, wash their laundry in cold water, and make sure their water heater is set to 120 degrees can save money on their 
cooling and heating bills.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 1
The New Year is upon us and with it the hope that a new and more closely divided General Assembly might actually be 
motivated to work toward some real and reasonable political compromises with Gov. Cooper. If this turns out to be the case, 
one area that ought to top the political agenda in 2019 is ending the toxic and unconstitutional partisan gerrymandering that 
has plagued our electoral maps.
As just about everyone is aware, North Carolina has become national poster child for gerrymandering run amok. Despite 
being a state in which Democrats and Republicans regularly divide the statewide vote 50/50, Republicans continue to enjoy 
large majorities in the legislature and congressional delegation thanks to gerrymandered maps.  Of course, Republicans didn’t 
invent gerrymandering, but with the help of modern digital technology they’ve certainly perfected it and not for the good. As 
GOP Rep. David Lewis publicly admitted a while back, the only reason North Carolina’s congressional delegation tilts 10-3 
Republican is because he couldn’t figure out a legal way to make it 11-2.
The bottom line: Lawmakers should enact nonpartisan redistricting in 2019 and end gerrymandering once and for all.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 3
In case you missed it over the holidays, the 2018 North Carolina General Assembly concluded its work for the year in 
appropriately unproductive fashion by overriding two vetoes by Governor Cooper that it should have left alone. The first 
override dealt with an ill-conceived bill that will bring a new and problematic level of secrecy to state board of elections 
investigations. Veteran government watchdog Bob Hall decried the legislation -- saying it will handcuff the State Board of 
Elections and leave the public in the dark about possible violations of campaign finance laws. The second measure – an 
inaccurately labeled “Technical Corrections” bill, helps grease the rails for school re-segregation by making it easier for 
wealthy suburban communities to create “municipal charter schools” that would exacerbate gross inequities within North 
Carolina’s school system. Additionally, the bill would needlessly funnel $8,000 a year to certain families of private school 
students.
Happily, with the new, more closely divided General Assembly, Republicans now lack the supermajorities necessary to 
override Cooper’s vetoes going forward. Let’s hope this means more negotiation and less of this brand of extreme, our-way-
or-the-highway governing in 2019. 
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 1/6/19
News and Views
Guest:  Jane Pinsky, Director of the NC Coalition for Lobbying and Government Reform
Summary: Jane discusses election irregularities in NC’s 9th congressional district, the flawed ethics investigation process, and 
the need for nonpartisan redistricting reform.
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NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 10
As Donald Trump’s border wall-driven government shutdown drags on into its third week, it’s worth considering an 
important but rarely reported fact that stands in the way of the very idea of a wall along the U.S. Mexico border: a little thing 
called the Rio Grande River. As environmental expert Dr. Joe Romm explained earlier this week, the overwhelming majority 
of the border, where there isn’t already some form of barrier, runs straight down the middle of 1,254 snaking miles of the 
enormous and flood prone Rio Grande. Not only would a wall exacerbate flooding, it would likely get washed away on a 
regular basis. That’s one reason a 1970 treaty between the U.S. and Mexico bans construction of barriers likely to impact the 
river’s flow. The bottom line:  building a concrete or steel wall or barrier along the Rio Grande River is an absurd and illegal 
idea. And yet, the president is shutting down much of the federal government simply because Congress won’t fund it.As with 
so many other aspects of the Trump presidency, you really can’t make this stuff up.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 1/20/19
News and Views
Guest:  Tom Jensen, Director of Public Policy Polling
Summary: Mr. Jensen discusses his latest polling data and why NC will once again be a battleground state in next year’s 
crucial elections.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 23
North Carolina House Speaker Tim Moore – a politician whom many on the hard right have long distrusted – took the rather 
surprising step last week of enthusiastically endorsing Donald Trump’s destructive government shutdown.  Moore did so by 
issuing a rather bizarre invitation to the president to deliver his 2019 State of the Union speech at the North Carolina 
Legislative Building in Raleigh.
Whatever the motives behind Moore’s move – a genuine political conversion or a mere desire to divert attention from a series 
of investigations by ethics and law enforcement officials into his business dealings – one thing is undeniable about the Trump 
shutdown that the speaker endorsed: the damage is growing worse by the day. Even the Trump administration itself has been 
forced to admit that the economic damage inflicted by the shutdown is more than twice what it had initially claimed. 
Meanwhile, without income (or even the possibility of unemployment insurance) thousands of working North Carolinians are 
starting to confront the possibility of eviction, homelessness and even hunger.
The bottom line: The shutdown needs to end now and Speaker Moore’s politically-motivated stunt to support it isn’t helping.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 1/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  Congresswoman, Alma Adams (NC-12)
Summary: Congresswoman Adams joins us this week to talk about the federal government shutdown and what she’s hearing 
from constituents.
 PA Block for 2/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Budget & Tax Center Economist, Dr. Patrick McHugh
Summary: The federal government shutdown is over for now, but its impact lingers.  We assess the damage and review 
important lessons the shutdown may have taught us with economist Patrick McHugh.  Issues covered:  the government 
shutdown, funding for the wall, emergency relief funding, housing, domestic violence prevention, and the state’s agriculture 
industry.
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 2/22/19
WRAL reporters speak with Brad Johansen about the 9th Congressional District.
PA Block for 3/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Former UNC System President Tom Ross
Summary:  Mr. Ross discusses the FAIR Act which proposes adding an amendment to the state constitution that would enact 
non-partisan redistricting, in effect ending gerrymandered districts. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 11
The scandal surrounding the illegal vote harvesting scheme perpetrated by the congressional campaign of Rev. Mark Harris 
should be a wake-up call for the state when it comes to absentee voting. 
Fortunately, as national experts have pointed out, there are some relatively easy and affordable ways to improve the security 
of absentee voting while at the same time making the system friendlier and easier for voters to use. Five obvious step stand 
out:  First eliminate burdensome witness requirements. In virtually every other state, a voter need only sign his or her ballot 
return envelope. Second, make it easier for voters to return their ballots by establishing numerous secure drop boxes. Third, 
utilize ballot tracking technology that notifies voters by text or email about the status of their ballot at all times.
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Fourth, include clearer ballot instructions, envelope design and marketing campaigns to improve voter education. And fifth, 
toughen our laws by mandating big fines and jail time for ballot tampering.
The bottom line: Mail-in voting is the wave of the future. North Carolina should act now to bring our rules up to date.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 3/31/19
News and Views
Guest:  Legendary Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist, Hendrick Smith
Summary:  Mr. Smith discusses the fight that citizens all over the country are waging to end political gerrymandering and 
win back our democracy.
News and Views
Guest:  Senator Mike Woodard
Summary: Senator Woodard discussed Medicaid expansion, funding needs for NC’s public schools and automatic voter 
registration.

3.    ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 4
Well, another new year is upon us and the public policy landscape is, in many ways, more crowded and contentious than 
ever. Everywhere one turns, there are large, important and hotly contested issues – from taxes and the economy, to health 
care, education, racism, gun violence, immigration and many more. Daunting as this state of affairs is, however, there is still 
another overarching problem that looms even larger -- namely the ongoing environmental crisis that threatens the fragile 
biosphere that we and all other life forms inhabit. All over our finite planet, the hard realities brought on by human 
population growth, development, fossil fuels combustion and other forms of pollution – climate change, lost open space, 
deforestation, polluted seas, rivers and lakes, disappearing animal and plant species, mass human migration – send 
increasingly strong signals on a daily basis that our current models for living must change. The bottom line: As vitally 
important as all of the contentious issues that confront us at the start of 2019 are, they will amount to little more than the 
proverbial deck chairs on the Titanic if we don’t get serious about the environment and soon. 
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 25
Residents of the western North Carolina community of Lake Norman sent a powerful message to state environmental 
regulators and Duke Energy last week. It happened when more than 400 individuals gathered in an elementary school gym 
near Duke’s massive Marshall coal fired power plant to demand that the millions of tons of coal ash stored nearby be 
excavated and removed to a lined landfill.
The residents were unanimous in voicing the opinion that leaving the ash where it is – in an unlined impoundment -- poses 
dire and unacceptable threats to their health and wellbeing as dangerous chemicals leach into nearby groundwater. For its 
part, Duke continues to resist the idea of moving the ash because of the expense involved, but as attorney Frank Holleman of 
the Southern Environmental Law Center has repeatedly pointed out, Duke is moving ash from giant impoundments in other 
states.   
The bottom line: It will take time and a lot of money, but the only responsible thing for state regulators to do is to order that 
the ash be moved and stored as safely and permanently as possible.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 1
There was a new and remarkable development in the ongoing GenX water pollution saga last week. 
In an exclusive story, NC Policy Watch’s Lisa Sorg reported that Chemours, the multinational corporation whose plant in 
Fayetteville has been polluting the Cape Fear River and surrounding areas with the toxic chemical for years, has another little 
secret. It turns out the company has been disposing of GenX waste from a plant in the Netherlands by shipping it to North 
Carolina and “recycling” it here. What’s more, federal and state environmental regulators have known about this for a while. 
Federal EPA officials finally issued a “Temporary Notice of Objection” to the shipments last month after North Carolina 
regulators raised the matter with them, but it shouldn’t have taken that. GenX is a dangerous chemical regulated more 
stringently in Europe than in the U.S. and any notion it’s being dumped here to avoid European law ought to cause great 
concern. The bottom line: North Carolina has enough environmental problems without being a dumping ground for other 
nations. Regulators need to take strong and swift action as soon as possible.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 2
Today is the fifth anniversary of the disastrous coal ash spill that dumped thousands of tons of the toxic waste into the Dan 
River near Eden, North Carolina. Unfortunately, despite the passage of so much time, a permanent solution to the coal ash 
problem confronting North Carolina remains elusive thanks to one overriding roadblock: Duke Energy. The fact of the matter 
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is that we know what to do with the millions of tons of this toxic substance – it’s what utility companies are already doing in 
other states like Virginia and South Carolina: We must either recycle it into concrete or move it to dry, lined landfills so that 
it will be isolated from the environment.  Unfortunately, Duke continues to resist these solutions – even though it’s pursuing 
them in other states – because of one simple factor: cost.
This is unacceptable. Duke is the world’s largest utility and it makes billions of dollars in profit each year. The least such a 
company can do is it clean up its environmental messes. If they won’t do it voluntarily, state regulators and, if necessary, the 
courts should order them to act.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 2/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Frank Holleman, Southern Environmental Law Center
Summary: Attorney Holleman discusses the ongoing effort to clean-up coal ash in NC five years after the massive ash spill 
along the Dan River.
PA Block for 2/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Ridge Graham, Field Coordinator for Appalachian Voices
Summary: Five years after the Dan River disaster, environmentalists are still urging Duke Energy to clean up its coal ash 
dumps.  Ride discusses the upcoming decision NCDEQ must make regarding Duke’s storage of coal ash at six unlined 
basins.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 28
There’s more troubling news surrounding the GenX water pollution mess near the Chemours chemical plant in southeastern 
North Carolina. As NC Policy Watch environmental reporter Lisa Sorg reported earlier this week, it turns out a former 
inspector with the state Division of Air Quality shared agency information with federal investigators about contamination at 
the plant 15 years ago, but got rebuffed in his efforts. Tom McKinney, who now works in the Division of Water Resources 
recently revealed some of his old notes which showed the agency and the company knew about contamination at the plant 
back in 2004. Unfortunately, when McKinney told his one-time supervisors about his findings and presented them at a 
federal EPA meeting in 2005, he was taken off the matter and reassigned. He later left the agency but returned in 2016. While 
McKinney’s old supervisors say they have no recollection of the matter, the records he has produced provide compelling 
evidence that something went badly wrong. The current DEQ leadership, which has responded effectively the crisis, needs to 
work with the General Assembly to investigate McKinney’s claims and find out what happened.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
RECORDED PSA, KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL—1/1-3/29/19, 21, 30 SEC SPOTS, Creating a country where every 
community is a clean, green and beautiful place to live starts with people taking individual responsibility and collective 
action. Keep America Beautiful extends the reach of our initiatives and multiplies the impact of our actions through 
partnerships with an array of organizations. Developing public-private-civic partnerships has been a common thread 
throughout our history and is an essential ingredient of our heritage. Keep America Beautiful gratefully acknowledges the 
corporations, nonprofits, educational organizations, associations, government agencies and others whose financial support, 
sponsorships, employee engagement and in-kind contributions significantly advance our mission and make our work 
possible. 
RECORDED PSA, CONSUMER TECH RECYCLING—1/5-3/30/19, 32, 60 SEC SPOTS; We match our passion for 
innovation with our commitment to sustainability. From improving energy efficiency to reducing e-waste, the consumer 
technology industry has made remarkable strides in recent years. Providing consumers, the tools they need to live a greener 
lifestyle and make smarter technology choices is an integral part of our commitment. Simply knowing how much energy your 
favorite gadget uses and where to recycle can go a long way. Explore tips to live green, buy green and recycle responsibly all 
year-round.
RECORDED PSA, NC 811—CALL BEFORE YOU DIG, 1/1-3/31/18, 20, 30 SEC SPOTS; Since 1978 North Carolina 811 
has provided you a fast and easy communications link with your local utility providers. You give us information about your 
excavation, we transmit the information to the utilities and then they send out locators to mark your underground lines for 
FREE.  So, remember, call 811 or 1-800-632-4949 three working days before you plan on digging.

4. “OBAMACARE” (AFFORDABLE CARE ACT)/HEALTH INSURANCE/HEALTH
PA Block for 1/6/19
News and Views
Guest:  Morgan Wittman Gramann, Director of the NC Alliance for Health
Summary: Morgan discusses obesity prevention, tobacco use and vaping, and the need to combat chronic health problems in 
our state.
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PA Block for 1/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Dr. Peter Morris, Director of Urban Ministries of Wake County
Summary: Dr. Morris discusses hunger, homelessness and healthcare needs in NC among the state’s working-poor.
PA Block for 1/20/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Justice Center Executive Director, Rick Glazier
Summary: Rick joins us this week to discuss the recent developments at UNC-Chapel Hill regarding Silent Sam and 
Chancellor Carol Folt.  Glazier, a former State House member, also previews the 2019 legislature and discusses the chances 
for Medicaid expansion this year.
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 2/9/19
State Treasurer Dale Folwell sits down with Brad Bohansen and Laura Leslie about the cost of healthcare in NC.
PA Block for 2/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rob Thompson, Deputy Director of NC Child
Summary: Rob discusses the 2019 legislative session and efforts to lift-up an agenda that benefits NC’s children.  Issues 
discussed include:  Medicaid expansion, expansion of early childhood education, Raise the Age and suicide prevention.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 14
Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger is once again advancing bogus attacks on the increasingly popular idea of expanding 
Medicaid in North Carolina. Last week, Berger claimed that expanding Medicaid would burden current providers and 
enrollees, raise taxes, harm the state’s economy and fail to improve outcomes for people who gain coverage. He even claimed 
that expanding Medicaid would be immoral. Here are the actual facts:  Medicaid expansion will bring billions of dollars into 
the state that will, in turn, fund more and better services from hundreds of health care providers. Indeed, expansion will 
dramatically improve the financial viability of providers and their ability to serve people in desperate need of care (many of 
whom they’re already serving without any reimbursement).
Expansion also saves lives, reduces families’ chances of facing bankruptcy, and increases access to opioid addiction 
treatment, among other benefits. It’s hard to see what’s immoral in that. The bottom line: If Senator Berger truly believes that 
insurance coverage doesn’t improve health outcomes, he should do the obvious thing and cancel his own publicly-funded 
coverage. Let us know how that goes, Senator.  
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 2/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Brendan Riley, Policy Analyst with the Health Advocacy Project
Summary: The momentum to expand Medicaid in NC continues to grow.  Mr. Riley discusses what we have learned from 
other states that have already taken this important step.
PA Block for 3/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Rep. Cynthia Ball
Summary: Rep. Ball discusses Governor Cooper’s State of the State address, Medicaid expansion, and the need for a massive 
school construction bond to pass this legislative session.
PA Block for 3/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Marek Zorawski & Brad Kawano, 2 Duke University medical studnets
Summary: These two students are pressing the General Assembly to make Medicaid expansion a reality in 2019.
PA Block for 3/31/19
News and Views
Guest:  Senator Mike Woodard
Summary: Senator Woodard discussed Medicaid expansion, funding needs for NC’s public schools and automatic voter 
registration.
RECORDED PSA, CDC-THE RIGHT TOOL, 1/1-3/31/19, 42, 30-SEC SPOTS.  Antibiotics treat certain infections caused 
by bacteria. When they are not needed, antibiotics won’t help you, and the side effects could still hurt you. Be Antibiotics 
Aware. For more information, please visit cdc.gov/antibiotic-use.
RECORDED PSA, BRAIN HEALTH, 1/1-3/31/19, 33, 30-SEC SPOTS.  What is Brain Health? is a national campaign to help 
raise awareness about brain health while empowering older adults to make the most of their brains as they age.
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RECORDED PSA, POISON HELPLINE, 1/1-3/31/19, 32, 30-SEC SPOTS.  The toll-free Poison Help line, 1-800-222-1222, 
which connects you to your local poison center, is your resource for help in a poisoning emergency.  When you call, you will 
speak with a specially trained nurse, pharmacist, or doctor at your local poison center.
You can call from anywhere in the United States and many territories.

 The call is free and confidential.
 Interpretation is available in 161 languages.
 People usually get the help they need over the phone. Most people do not have to go to a doctor or the hospital.1 

Poison Help can also help you learn about your risks before an emergency.
This Web site tells you about poisons, poison safety and prevention, and when to contact your poison center. The U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), funds the Poison Help 
line (1-800-222-1222), which connects you to your local poison center, and Poison Help Web site.
RECORDED PSA, CROHNS DISEASE, ESCAPE THE STALL, 1/5-3/31/19, 27, 30-SEC SPOTS. How do you raise 
awareness for something nobody wants to discuss? Nearly 1 in 200 Americans suffers from Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
(IBD). IBD encompasses ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease. And it can affect anyone—children, teenagers, adults, men 
and women alike. The toll is both physical and emotional, but people who are affected are reluctant to talk about it.  But we 
believe that it's time to help people. The Crohn's & Colitis Foundation of America was created to help those with IBD cope 
and to find a cure. But we can't do it without your help. This campaign features award-winning actress Amy Brenneman, a 
former IBD sufferer and proud supporter of CCFA.  The campaign showcases the feet of everyday people and characters 
where they spend far too much time: in bathroom stalls. The goal of this effort is to tackle this rarely talked-about condition 
with a somewhat lighthearted approach. With your help, we can bring IBD out of the shadows and help those afflicted with 
IBD get out of the bathroom and get on with their lives. Whether they are a carpenter, a runner, a bride, or a well-known 
actress, people with IBD can't wait.
RECORDED PSA, AMERICAN MIGRAINE FOUNDATION, 1/1-3/31/19, 31, 30-SEC SPOTS. “For more than 90% of 
those affected, it interferes with education, career and social activities, yet many people don’t get the help they need. Move 
Against Migraine mobilizes patients to become self-advocates to live healthy and fulfilling lives, and inspire support for 
research that will lead to safe and more effective treatments. ”Move Against Migraine aims to help individuals learn more 
about migraine and treatment options, as well as assist them in finding help by accessing migraine experts and resources. 
Additionally, the initiative connects individuals with others in the community living with migraine, as well as doctors and 
researchers in the field. It integrates advertising, public relations, social and digital media, as well as radio and television 
public service announcements. The imagery of the initiative is boldly conveyed through original and compelling artwork. “As 
someone who suffered in silence for years from migraine, I am grateful for the creative spirit behind the Move Against 
Migraine initiative,” said Lisa Jacobson, a migraine patient, founder of The Daily Migraine online support group, and AMF 
board member. “The imagery provides a candid depiction of how I and so many others feel during a migraine attack, and it 
helps illustrate the reality of the migraine experience for friends and family.” For those impacted by migraine, resources and 
tools about AMF and Move Against Migraine can be found at www.americanmigrainefoundation.org.
RECORDED PSA, HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, 1/1-3/31/19, 30, 60 SEC SPOTS; maintaining healthy blood pressure is a 
vital component of cardiovascular health. Untreated high blood pressure puts adults at high risk for stroke and heart attack. 
Unfortunately, approximately 78 million Americans–one in three adults–have high blood pressure. And only half of these 
individuals have their condition under control.  Education and support can help millions of Americans avoid the serious and 
often fatal consequences of high blood pressure. That’s why the Ad Council, in partnership with the American Heart 
Association and American Stroke Association, launched a public service advertising campaign to increase awareness of the 
debilitating, potentially fatal consequences of living with uncontrolled high blood pressure.  The multimedia campaign, 
created by UWG, includes television, radio, print and web PSAs. They depict a personified human heart, fed up with the 
pressure it has to endure, delivering an ultimatum to the person living with high blood pressure: Take steps to improve your 
health or I will quit.  Viewers are then encouraged to get their own blood pressure under control and directed 
to Heart.org/BloodPressure to learn how to take healthy steps to get there.

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
ON THE RECORED with David Crabtree – 1/11/19
David Crabtree has a one-on-one conversation with Gene Nichol, attorney and author, to talk about his new book, “Faces of 
Poverty in North Carolina.”
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 11
A new report from researchers at the North Carolina Budget and Tax Center shows that evictions remain a massive problem 
in North Carolina. In fiscal year 2016-17, there were nearly 164,000 eviction filings in the state. That’s 12.2 evictions for 
every 100 renter households. In some counties, the problem is much worse. In Nash and Edgecombe counties, the eviction 

http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://www.americanmigrainefoundation.org
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Conditions/HighBloodPressure/Dont-Let-Your-Heart-Quit-Control-Your-Blood-Pressure_UCM_463599_SubHomePage.jsp
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rate was almost 40%.  And, of course, eviction actions can have a terrible impact on families. Even if families aren’t actually 
forced out of their homes, the record can prevent them from getting decent housing in the future. 
The report’s bottom line conclusion: The state of housing in North Carolina is unsustainable for many residents. The lack of 
affordable housing places immense stress and pressure on cost-burdened households and negatively impacts physical and 
mental health in both adults and children. 
North Carolina families deserve housing that is safe and affordable, but as housing costs continue to climb, it’s clear that 
either wages or investment in affordable housing must increase. 2019 is the time for state leaders to address this long-
neglected problem.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield. 
PA Block for 1/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Dr. Peter Morris, Director of Urban Ministries of Wake County
Summary: Dr. Morris discusses hunger, homelessness and healthcare needs in NC among the state’s working-poor.
PA Block for 1/20/19
News and Views
Guest:  Samuel Gunter, Executive Director of the NC Housing Coalition
Summary: Mr. Gunter discusses rising rents, rising eviction rates across the state and the energy burden many struggling 
homeowners face.  Also discussed:  affordable housing and the impact the federal government shutdown on the housing 
market.
PA Block for 1/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  Susan Gates, Special Education Advisor for SAS
Summary: In response to a new study out of Duke University that shows pre-kindergarten helps children succeed at least 
through eighth grade, a group of NC CEOs has pulled together a series of recommendations to give that advantage to more 
students.  Ms. Gates talks about how high-quality pre-K can increase reading skills by the 3rd grade, and can lead to a more 
skilled workforce and less poverty.
PA Block for 2/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Budget & Tax Center Economist, Dr. Patrick McHugh
Summary: The federal government shutdown is over for now, but its impact lingers.  We assess the damage and review 
important lessons the shutdown may have taught us with economist Patrick McHugh.  Issues covered:  the government 
shutdown, funding for the wall, emergency relief funding, housing, domestic violence prevention, and the state’s agriculture 
industry.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 18
State Representatives Pricey Harrison and Susan Fisher introduced some long overdue legislation last week to dramatically 
improve the treatment of workers in North Carolina. House Bill 46 — the “Economic Security Act of 2019” — would: 

 increase the state minimum wage to $15 per hour over five years;
 guarantee pay equity by barring employers from paying employees of one gender less than employees of another 

gender for the same work;
 require employers to provide workers with paid sick days and family medical leave (with some exemptions for small 

employers);
 increase the tipped minimum wage;
 enact new protections against “wage theft” by employers;
 enact new “ban the box” protections to bar employers from inquiring into the criminal history of job applicants on 

initial application forms;
 repeal the state’s ban on collective bargaining by public employees; and
 reinstate the state earned income tax credit and state child care tax credit.
The measure faces an uphill battle in the GOP-led General Assembly, but if there was ever a bill around which North 
Carolina working families could and should rally in 2019 and beyond, this is it.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.

RECORDED PSA, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL, 1/1-3/30/19, 23, 30-SEC SPOTS; In the U.S., approximately 1 in 5 
children under the age of 18 live in poverty, shouldering more than they should have to. Communities In Schools works 
directly inside schools, building relationships that empower students to succeed inside and outside the classroom.
RECORDED PSA, GOODWILL – JOB TRAINING, 1/1-3/31/19, 26, 30-SEC SPOTS; Finding employment and building 
careers helps people earn paychecks and feel pride and independence. When people shop at Goodwill®, they help Goodwill 
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provide the job training and other support services people need to earn jobs locally and care for their families. New PSAs 
showcase the variety of unique finds available at Goodwill stores and celebrate Goodwill shoppers, whose purchases help 
fund job skills training and more in their local communities. Goodwill shoppers are local heroes, who care about their 
communities and want to help their neighbors find jobs. This campaign celebrates both their style and their commitment to 
doing good. As the leading nonprofit provider of job training, career and community services, Goodwill uses the revenue 
earned from the sale of these goods to create job training and education, and to provide other community-based services such 
as child care, financial education, mentoring and more. In fact, collectively, more than 87 percent of the revenue spent at 
Goodwill stores is reinvested in community-based services including free resume preparation, career counseling, 
interviewing skills and many more. To learn how, visit www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
RECORDED PSA, FAIR HOUSING, 1/1-3/31/19, 32, 60 SEC SPOTS; The Fair Housing Act has two goals: to end housing 
discrimination and to promote diverse, inclusive communities. The second goal is referred to as Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing (AFFH), and it embodies our strongly-held American values of fair access and equal opportunity. Diverse, inclusive 
communities with access to good jobs, schools, health care, transportation, and housing are crucial to our nation’s prosperity 
in the 21st century. A hard-learned lesson from the recent economic crisis is that when some of our communities are targeted 
for discriminatory practices, all of our communities are harmed. Our global competitiveness is challenged when all of our 
communities do not have the opportunity to succeed together.  The Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing provision was part 
of the Fair Housing Act when it was passed by Congress in 1968. Through that provision, Congress directed HUD to make 
sure that neither the agency itself, nor the cities, counties, states and public housing agencies it funds, discriminate in their 
programs. Further, Congress intended that HUD programs be used to expand housing choices and help make all 
neighborhoods places of opportunity, providing their residents with access to the community assets and resources they need 
to flourish. Unfortunately, too many jurisdictions have taken HUD funds but failed to fulfill their AFFH obligations. And for 
most of the 50 years since the passage of the Fair Housing Act, HUD has done little to correct this problem. In recent years, 
HUD increased oversight of its grantees’ fair housing compliance, and took steps to give them better tools to ensure they are 
connecting all of their residents to opportunity, regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, family status or 
disability.

6. IMMIGRATION
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 15
North Carolinians got a new and toxic dose of Donald Trump’s dreadful immigration policies recently when ICE officials 
conducted a series of immigration raids and roundups throughout our state.  While the raids devastated the lives of dozens of 
families and terrorized thousands of good people who are merely trying to make better lives for themselves and their loved 
ones, ICE officials called the raids quote - “the new normal” and essentially described them as payback to newly elected 
North Carolina sheriffs who ended their counties’ voluntary cooperation with immigration enforcement.
This is an unacceptable way to make and enforce public policy decisions. As one parent in Sanford – where one of the 
biggest raids took place – put it: “With 27 mothers and fathers persecuted and detained at the hands of ICE, this action has 
ripple effects in the fabric of our community. Instead of spending their childhood with friends, playing sports and studying 
for school, children tell me that they want to stay at home so that their family won’t be taken away.” Surely, our country can 
do better than this.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 5
The national news media’s attention may have shifted of late to the government shutdown, the Michael Cohen circus and 
other Trump Administration misadventures, but the crisis of immigrant children being forcibly separated from their parents 
has never been resolved. Indeed, the problem now appears to have been worse than was originally understood. The federal 
government originally claimed that fewer than 3,000 children were affected by Trump’s “zero tolerance” policy of 
prosecuting anyone caught crossing the border without proper documentation, but these figures do not represent the full 
scope and enormity of family separations. New reports point to higher numbers and indicate that family separations 
continued to take place throughout 2018 even after a judge ordered them halted. This situation has been made worse by mass 
arrests throughout the country – even here in North Carolina.
The bottom line: The United States of America should not be pursuing policies that destroy families and harm innocent 
children. These policies not only cause grievous harm to those directly impacted, they harm our country as a whole and 
undermine our collective aspiration to make the American dream a reality.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 25
Last November, voters in several of North Carolina’s largest counties voted for change in their sheriffs’ departments. In 
electing a group of new sheriffs who pledged to disengage from a destructive federal immigration program known as 287g, 
the voters sent a loud and clear message that they wanted local law enforcement officials to focus on enforcing local laws and 

https://www.psacentral.org/campaign/www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
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protecting public safety, not wasting resources on rounding up peaceful, hardworking people who lack proper immigration 
papers. Now, unfortunately but predictably, the Trump administration and its allies in the General Assembly are doing their 
worst to undermine the sheriffs and override the voters’ decision.  Not only has ICE launched a series of new and destructive 
enforcement raids that are terrorizing immigrant communities, GOP state lawmakers have introduced legislation that would 
force local sheriffs to support such efforts – even when to do so is counter to their best professional law enforcement 
judgement. The bottom line: These recent actions are harming innocent people, hindering law enforcement and hypocritically 
infringing on local authority that conservatives have long preached about. The Trump administration and Republican 
lawmakers need to back off. 
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 3/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Raul Pinto, Veteran Immigrant and Refugee Rights Attorney
Summary: With US immigration and Customs enforcement raids on the rise, we’ll hear from senior immigrant and refugee 
rights attorney Raul Pinto with the NC Justice Center.
RECORDED PSA, IMMIGRATION, 1/1-3/31/19, 39, 30-SEC SPOTS When you’re undocumented, you face a lot of 
discrimination, and that creates a lot of fear. At United We Dream, we transform that fear into finding your voice. We 
empower people to develop their leadership, their organizing skills, and to develop our own campaigns to fight for justice and 
dignity for immigrants and all people. This is achieved through immigrant youth-led campaigns at the local, state, and federal 
level.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
PA Block for 1/6/19
News and Views
Guest:  Morgan Wittman Gramann, Director of the NC Alliance for Health
Summary: Morgan discusses obesity prevention, tobacco use and vaping, and the need to combat chronic health problems in 
our state.
RECORDED PSA, DRUG FREE KIDS, 1/1-3/31/19, 29, 60 SEC SPOTS; Driven by abuse of prescription painkillers, opioid 
addiction has soared in recent years, particularly among teens and young adults. Every day in the U.S., 2,500 youth (12- to 
17-year-olds) abuse a prescription pain reliever for the first time. An addiction to legally prescribed pain medication has led 
many people to heroin, a cheaper and more easily available alternative. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 45 percent of people who used heroin were also addicted to prescription opioid painkillers. Deaths from opioid 
abuse increased 248 percent between 2010 and 2014, with 78 Americans now dying every day from an opioid overdose.

8. YOUTH
PA Block for 2/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rob Thompson, Deputy Director of NC Child
Summary: Rob discusses the 2019 legislative session and efforts to lift-up an agenda that benefits NC’s children.  Issues 
discussed include:  Medicaid expansion, expansion of early childhood education, Raise the Age and suicide prevention.
PA Block for 2/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Professor Kenneth Dodge, Director of the Duke Center for Chile and Family Policy
Summary: NC Pre-KI (as well as Smart Start, which serves younger children) continues to have strikingly positive benefits 
for children that do not fade out at all.  Instead, new research from Duke University confirms those benefits last at least 
through the end of eighth grade.  Dodge discusses his latest research.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 26
The Charlotte Observer newspaper published an excellent editorial last week in which it called on state leaders to push back 
against the growing and dangerous “anti-vaxxer” movement.  As you’re probably aware, there’s a growing trend in the U.S. 
in which ill-informed parents are choosing not to have their children vaccinated against numerous dangerous diseases. This 
movement is something our governmental leaders need to combat. Currently, North Carolina requires an array of 
vaccinations before kids can attend school. Unfortunately, parents can avoid the law by providing a claim that they object on 
religious grounds without any explanation of the religious objection — or even evidence of religious affiliation or faith. This 
is much too lax a standard, especially since there are very few faiths that actually forbid immunizations anymore. The 
editorial notes that other states are moving to end religious exemptions and to crack down on doctors who sign off on 
questionable medical waivers too. 
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North Carolina elected officials should seriously consider following suit and begin to advance policies that treat vaccination 
deniers for what they are — a threat to public health and the common good.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 3/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Martine Aureline, NC Budget & Tax Center
Summary: While NC has led the nation in high-quality early childhood programs, it has fallen short in ensuring that early 
childhood educators can meet the needs of their own families, which leads to challenges in recruiting and retaining people in 
the profession.  In NC, as well as in many other states, early childhood educators are in economic distress because their 
salaries remain low, while their work is highly skilled. National research find that this reality falls disproportionately on early 
childhood educators who are women, educators of color, and those working with the youngest children.
RECORDED PSA, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL, 1/1-3/31/19, 37, 30-SEC SPOTS; In the U.S., approximately 1 in 5 
children under the age of 18 live in poverty, shouldering more than they should have to. Communities In Schools works 
directly inside schools, building relationships that empower students to succeed inside and outside the classroom.
RECORDED PSA, SAVE THE CHILDREN, 1/1-3/31/19, 25, 60 SEC SPOTS; Save the Children believes every child 
deserves a healthy start in life. Our Healthy Choices program exposes children to healthier ways of living through physical 
activity, nutrition lessons and balanced food choices so they can be healthy and active in both learning and life. Eating well 
and being physically active at an early age helps children focus, improve attendance, boost academic performance and grow 
up to be healthy adults.
RECORDED PSA, ST. JUDES HOSPITAL, 1/1-3/31/19, 28, 60 SEC SPOTS; At St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, our 
mission is clear: Finding cures. Saving children. When you share our new PSAs, you’re helping St. Jude lead the way the 
world understands, treats and defeats childhood cancer and other life-threatening diseases. Because most of our funding 
comes from individual supporters, families never receive a bill from St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing or food—because 
all a family should worry about is helping their child live. And St. Jude freely shares the discoveries made, so every child 
saved at St. Jude means thousands more children can be saved around the world and in your community. St. Jude won’t stop 
until no child dies from cancer. You can help.
RECORDED PSA, YMCA – FOR A BETTER US, 1/5-3/31/19, 29, 30 SEC SPOTS; People need certain things to thrive.  
We need to eat well, stay safe, be active, spend time together, learn and grow.  Sadly, in an increasingly technological and 
polarized world, it’s not always easy to get what we need. Playing outside has become a rarity. Face time happens through a 
phone. And instead of seeing the income gap shrink, it seems all we do is watch it grow.
But where society falls short, the Y steps in.  Because, after 160 years of serving communities, the Y knows what we need to 
be our best selves. So, it gives us a place to play, to learn, to be healthy, to eat well and give back. It gives parents child care, 
young adults job training and children a safe place to go. Everything the Y does is in service of making us better.
For a better you. For a better community. For a better country.  For a better us.TM

RECORDED PSA, DRUG FREE KIDS, 1/1-3/31/19, 40, 30 SEC SPOTS; The Partnership for Drug-Free Kids and the 
National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) are committed to helping families struggling with substance use by empowering 
them with information, support and guidance. The Medicine Abuse Project is an action campaign to prevent half a million 
teens from starting to abuse medicine. Broadcasters can share these steps with audiences to help prevent abuse.

 Monitor: Take note of how many pills are in each prescription bottle in your home, especially medications 
prescribed to your teen. Keep track of refills. Make sure friends and relatives are also aware of the risks. Encourage 
them to regularly monitor their own medicines.

 Secure: Take medicines, both prescription and over-the-counter, out of the medicine cabinet and secure in a safe 
place, such as a locked cabinet.

 Dispose: Discard expired or unused prescriptions and over-the-counter medicines. Participate in a safe drug-disposal 
program, such as a drug take-back day or a drug mail-back program. Broadcasters can direct audiences to the 
Partnership’s Medicine Abuse Project to learn more about the disposing of medicine and find a medicine take-back 
location near you.

 Talk With Your Kids About Medicine Abuse: Children who learn about the risks of drugs at home are at 
significantly less likely to use drugs than those who do not hear that critical message from parents. Broadcasters can 
encourage parents to use these strategies:

o Be clear that you do not condone taking medicine without your knowledge.
o Teach your teen to respect medicine.
o Make sure your teen understands the dangers.
o If your family has a history of substance use disorder, be clear that your teen is at a higher risk of 

developing a drug or alcohol problem.
o Remind your child that you are there for support and guidance.

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org
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9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS
PA Block for 1/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Matt Ellinwood, Director the Education and Law Project of the NC Justice Center
Summary: Matt discusses the upcoming legislative session, a multi-billion dollar school bond initiative, and why early 
childhood literacy rates continue to suffer due to a lack of resources.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 15
North Carolina’s serial underinvestment in public education in favor of tax cuts for the wealthy over the past decade is 
negatively impacting our children and educators in dozens of ways.
We have too few teachers, nurses, counselors, safety personnel, bus drivers and administrators. All of our professionals are 
underpaid and most face unreasonably large classrooms.
But if there’s a most egregious shortcoming in our public schools it might just be the facilities themselves. The state has not 
considered a statewide bond for school construction in more than two decades and it shows. Things have gotten so bad in 
some poorer counties that lawyers have been forced to sue the state over things like mold and rodent infestations, backed-up 
toilets, and decrepit air-conditioning and heating systems. House Speaker Tim Moore has finally agreed to support a bond, 
but his proposal of 1.3 billion dollars for K-12 schools is woefully short of the $8 billion-plus dollars in demonstrated need. 
The bottom line:  Most North Carolinians are willing to pay for good schools, but only if they’re asked. Speaker Moore and 
his fellow conservatives need to do so.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 17
Here’s an education problem you probably haven’t heard much about from conservative politicians lately: charter school 
performance is lagging and trending down.  What’s more, the percentage of charter schools meeting or exceeding annual 
school growth is increasingly falling behind traditional public schools. As veteran education policy expert Kris Nordstrom 
pointed out in a recent column for NC Policy Watch, when one accounts for things like socio-economic status (North 
Carolina charter students are – on average – more affluent than their traditional school peers) the picture become clear.
Six years ago, charter schools were out-performing traditional public schools on meeting expected annual growth by more 
than 10 percentage points. Last year, it was traditional schools that led. Performance is especially troubled for newer charters 
that have come into being since state lawmakers loosened rules for approving them. Unfortunately, as Nordstrom also points 
out in the piece, pro-charter politicians like Lt. Gov. Dan Forest don’t like to hear bad news like this and have criticized past 
efforts by Department of Public Instruction staff to tell this story. Let’s hope the criticism fails and officials keep telling the 
truth. 
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield. 
PA Block for 1/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  Susan Gates, Special Education Advisor for SAS
Summary: In response to a new study out of Duke University that shows pre-kindergarten helps children succeed at least 
through eighth grade, a group of NC CEOs has pulled together a series of recommendations to give that advantage to more 
students.  Ms. Gates talks about how high-quality pre-K can increase reading skills by the 3rd grade, and can lead to a more 
skilled workforce and less poverty.
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 1/26/19
Brad Johansen speaks with WRAL’s Lena Tillett and Kelly Hinchcliffe about their project about the state’s teacher diversity 
gap and with Carl Tyson, a Wake County PE teacher.
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 2/2/19
Rep. Cynthia Ball and others sit down to discuss the diversity gap in NC schools and other issues plaguing education in the 
state.
PA Block for 2/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Keith Poston of the Public School Forum
Summary: The Public School Forum of NC released it’s Top 10 Education Issues for 2019 this week with Mr. Poston asking 
state leaders to remember the value of public education in our society and re-commit our state to traditional public schools, 
educators, and students.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 5
To their great credit, the folks at WRAL TV have been shining a light recently on the notable lack of racial diversity in North 
Carolina’s corps of public school teachers.  According to their investigation, minority students make up 52 percent of the 1.4 
million children enrolled in the state’s public schools, while 80 percent of the nearly 100,000 teachers are white.  The WRAL 
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investigators found that students of color, especially Black and Hispanic boys, may seldom – if ever – have a teacher who 
looks like them during their kindergarten through 12th grade years. WRAL also reported that North Carolina public school 
teachers have been leaving their jobs at a rapid and increasing clip. Unfortunately, state lawmakers have actually made both 
of these problems worse in recent years – both by systematically underfunding our schools and by gutting successful 
initiatives like the state teaching Fellows program.  
Both of these trends need to be reversed and as soon as possible. Public education is the lynchpin of our state’s future and it 
would be a desperate mistake for state lawmakers not to heed the findings of this important investigation.   
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 8
Award-winning Charlotte-Mecklenburg public school teacher Justin Parmenter recently authored a powerful op-ed on the 
idea of tying teacher pay to student test scores. His conclusion: it’s a lousy idea.
As Parmenter pointed out, paying educators based on their results might sound reasonable in some corporate settings, but the 
model simply doesn’t translate to education.  Simply put, the idea that we can improve learning outcomes by forcing teachers 
to work harder is just silly. Teachers are already among the hardest working people in our society. If incentive pay is such a 
great idea, why don’t we apply it to other public servants like police officers, firefighters and public health workers?
The reason we don’t, of course, is that we recognize that those servants must deal with all kinds of circumstances that are 
beyond their control – just like teachers. The bottom line: Any serious effort to lift up our public schools must involve 
tacking everything from poverty to health care to hunger to school facilities. And it must also include treating all of North 
Carolina’s educators like the hardworking professionals they are. Performance pay is not the answer.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.   
PA Block for 2/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rob Thompson, Deputy Director of NC Child
Summary: Rob discusses the 2019 legislative session and efforts to lift-up an agenda that benefits NC’s children.  Issues 
discussed include:  Medicaid expansion, expansion of early childhood education, Raise the Age and suicide prevention.
News and Views
Guest:  Suzanne Miller, NC’s Families for Testing Reform
Summary: State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mark Johnson has indicated the State Board of Education is ready to 
recommend an end to some of the high-stakes testing in our public schools.  Ms. Miller talks about the pitfalls of too much 
testing and how the state can make testing fairer and more fruitful.
PA Block for 2/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Professor Kenneth Dodge, Director of the Duke Center for Chile and Family Policy
Summary: NC Pre-KI (as well as Smart Start, which serves younger children) continues to have strikingly positive benefits 
for children that do not fade out at all.  Instead, new research from Duke University confirms those benefits last at least 
through the end of eighth grade.  Dodge discusses his latest research.
PA Block for 2/24/19
News and Views
Guest:  Kelly Tornow, Director of NC Policy at the Center
Summary: New data from the Center for Responsible Lending (CRL) shows for-profit college students continue to be less 
likely to graduate than their counterparts at public or private nonprofit institutions.  These student-borrowers carry more debt 
regardless of whether they graduate, and they default on that debt at higher rates, often because a for-profit college degree 
does not provide the anticipated access to higher-paying jobs.
ON THE RECORED – 3/2/19
The director of counseling for the Wake County Public School System and the Broughton High School Principal sit down 
with Kathryn Brown to discuss the issue of bullying in NC schools.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 12
North Carolina’s increasingly dilapidated public school infrastructure is in the news this year and it’s about time. Half of the 
state’s K-12 school buildings are more than 50 years old and experts put the overall need at more than $8 billion. To their 
credit, state lawmakers are debating two proposals that would address the issue (a bond proposal in the House and plan to tap 
the general fund in the Senate), but unfortunately, both fall short of offering the sustainable solutions that are necessary.  
Both plans would also reduce funding for other important state needs, including funding for K-12 education.
Gov. Cooper recently advanced a more ambitious bond proposal that would provide more funding and do a better job of 
holding other core services and structures harmless, but it too comes up several billion dollars short and fails to address the 
structural budget deficit that Republican tax cuts have inflicted on the state in recent years. The bottom line: It’s good news 
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that state leaders are talking about fixing our crumbling schools, but thus far, each of the proposals under consideration 
comes up short.  
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield. 
PA Block for 3/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Martine Aureline, NC Budget & Tax Center
Summary: While NC has led the nation in high-quality early childhood programs, it has fallen short in ensuring that early 
childhood educators can meet the needs of their own families, which leads to challenges in recruiting and retaining people in 
the profession.  In NC, as well as in many other states, early childhood educators are in economic distress because their 
salaries remain low, while their work is highly skilled. National research find that this reality falls disproportionately on early 
childhood educators who are women, educators of color, and those working with the youngest children.
News and Views
Guest:  Whitney Tucker, Director of Research for NC Child
Summary: NC’s latest child health report card gives the state high marks for children’s health coverage, but also points out 
some troubling trends.  The rate of youth suicide in the state has nearly doubled over the previous decade.  Suicide is now the 
second leading cause of death among youth ages 10-17 in NC.  The NC Child Health Report Card is issued annually by the 
NC Institute of Medicine and NC Child.
PA Block for 3/31/19
News and Views
Guest:  Senator Mike Woodard
Summary: Senator Woodard discussed Medicaid expansion, funding needs for NC’s public schools and automatic voter 
registration.
News and Views
Guest:  Kris Nordstrom with the Education & Law Project
Summary: Kris discusses NC’s dire school facilities problem and how members of the NC House and Senate hope to tackle 
the issue.
RECORDED PSA, GUN SAFETY, 1/1-3/31/19, 27, 30-SEC SPOTS; 8 kids are unintentionally injured or killed by a gun 
left unlocked and loaded every day.
These incidents are part of Family Fire. Referring to shootings that involve improperly stored or misused guns found in 
homes, Family Fire is a real and preventable tragedy that affects millions of families. The Ad Council’s new Gun Safety 
campaign tackles this issue head-on by encouraging people to learn more about proper gun safety and responsible ownership. 
When it comes to guns, we can all agree on the importance of preventing kids from having easy access to them. These PSAs 
aim to inspire gun owners to make their homes safer when it comes to the storage and handling of their guns by going to 
EndFamilyFire.org.
RECORDED PSA, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL, 1/1-3/31/19, 30, 30-SEC SPOTS; In the U.S., approximately 1 in 5 
children under the age of 18 live in poverty, shouldering more than they should have to. Communities In Schools works 
directly inside schools, building relationships that empower students to succeed inside and outside the classroom.
RECORDED PSA, GOODWILL – JOB TRAINING, 1/1-3/31/19, 42, 30-SEC SPOTS; Finding employment and building 
careers helps people earn paychecks and feel pride and independence. When people shop at Goodwill®, they help Goodwill 
provide the job training and other support services people need to earn jobs locally and care for their families. New PSAs 
showcase the variety of unique finds available at Goodwill stores and celebrate Goodwill shoppers, whose purchases help 
fund job skills training and more in their local communities. Goodwill shoppers are local heroes, who care about their 
communities and want to help their neighbors find jobs. This campaign celebrates both their style and their commitment to 
doing good. As the leading nonprofit provider of job training, career and community services, Goodwill uses the revenue 
earned from the sale of these goods to create job training and education, and to provide other community-based services such 
as child care, financial education, mentoring and more. In fact, collectively, more than 87 percent of the revenue spent at 
Goodwill stores is reinvested in community-based services including free resume preparation, career counseling, 
interviewing skills and many more. To learn how, visit www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
RECORDED PSA, HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY, 1/1-3/31/19, 31, 30-SEC SPOTS; More than 34 million adults in the 
U.S. do not have a high school diploma. Data shows that adults without a diploma tend to work multiple jobs in the least 
stable positions, earn less money than high school graduates, and experience a lower quality of life. In fact, recent data shows 
that nearly 30 percent of adults with household incomes at or below the federal poverty line do not have a high school 
credential. The High School Equivalency campaign seeks to combat this critical issue by encouraging those without a high 
school diploma to take the first steps toward a better future and sign up for free adult education classes in their area. The “No 
One Gets A Diploma Alone” campaign celebrates the hard work of adults who have recently finished their high school 
diploma – and inspires those adults that have yet to complete high school. Through a series of surprise parties for recent 

https://www.psacentral.org/campaign/www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
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graduates and their families, PSAs encourage adults and their loved ones to use the help that’s waiting through free adult 
education classes around the country. The PSAs direct audiences to visit FinishYourDiploma.org, where they can find free 
literacy centers and adult education classes, learn the basics of earning a high school equivalency, and hear real stories from 
people who have successfully completed classes and finished their high school diploma. Launched in 2010, the campaign has 
already helped more than 1 million adults find free adult education classes in their area.
RECORDED PSA, HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT RESPONSIBILITY, 1/1-3/31/19, 44, 30-SEC SPOTS.  Chronic 
absenteeism, missing 10% (just 18 days) or more of school for any reason, is a critical warning sign that a student will fall 
behind and risk not graduating high school. Nationwide, as many as 7.5 million students miss nearly a month of school every 
year. That's 135 million days of lost time in the classroom. In some cities, as many as one in four students are missing that 
much school.  Though all parents want their children to succeed, they often have misconceptions on the importance of 
attendance. They believe: "Attendance really only matters in high school. Excused absences won't hurt a child's academic 
performance. Consecutive absences can make a child fall behind academically but one or two here and there will not make a 
difference."  The goal of the Boost Attendance campaign is to raise awareness about the importance of consistent school 
attendance and the impact absences can have on academic outcomes. Through the campaign website 
www.BoostAttendance.org, parents will be able to sign up for a free SMS based mobile text program that will help keep 
track of their child's absences and show the impact those absences can have on the student's math and reading scores and 
likelihood to graduate. The website also provides parents with information and resources to help ensure their children are in 
school every day. 

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 2
Here’s an item of good news from the past year: the death penalty in North Carolina continues to fade away before our eyes. 
According to a recent Center for Death Penalty Litigation report, juries imposed no new death sentences in North Carolina 
during 2018. This was the second year in a row and third year in the past four that this has occurred.  There were just three 
capital trials in North Carolina this year, one each in Wake, Lee, and Scotland counties. All three juries chose life without 
parole instead of death sentences. What’s more, the state has not executed anyone since 2006 and similar patterns are evident 
at the national level where only eight states executed people in 2018, and the numbers of death sentences and executions 
remained near all-time lows. Add to this the fact that national public opinion polling has been steadily turning against the 
death penalty and it’s increasingly clear that, as one veteran capital case attorney recently put it, the death penalty has become 
a relic of a bygone era.The bottom line: The death penalty’s time has come; it’s time for it to go.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
ON THE RECORED with Brad Johansen – 1/19/19
Two law enforcement officers were shot within five days.  Brad Johansen speaks with Raleigh police chief Cassandra Deck-
Brown and State Highway Patrol commander Col. Glenn McNeill.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD January 24
Same-sex couples in North Carolina won the freedom to marry in 2014, but, weirdly and absurdly, L-G-B-T-Q people 
continue to be denied equal protection under the law in many other areas of life.
For example, North Carolina is currently the only state in the nation that prevents those in same-sex relationships from 
accessing court-issued domestic violence protective orders. As Attorney General Josh Stein has pointed out, this makes 
absolutely no sense. Tens of thousands of North Carolinians suffer domestic violence each year and it’s a sure thing that 
many of them were abused by same-sex partners. Unfortunately, thanks to the opposition of so-called pro-family values 
groups that oppose equal rights for L-G-B-T-Q people, domestic violence law has never been brought into the 21st Century in 
this important area. This situation needs to change. Lawyers at the ACLU of North Carolina and a private law firm have 
brought suit challenging the law, and that may well work, but a better and faster solution is for state lawmakers to remedy the 
situation by updating the law. They should take action as soon as they return to Raleigh next week.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 1/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  Chris Brook, Legal Director for the ACLU of NC
Summary: Same-sex couples in NC won the freedom to marry in 2014, but LGBTQ people continue to be denied equal 
protection under the law in many other areas of life.  ONC is currently the only state in the nation that prevents those in 
same-sex relationships from accessing protective orders for domestic violence.  The ACLU of NC is challenging the unequal 
policy in court on behalf of a survivor of domestic violence who was denied a protective order because the person who made 
violent threats against her was a woman.  More than 157,000 North Carolinians suffered domestic violence in 2014, 
according to the NC Department of Justice. And, unlike state law, domestic violence does not discriminate on the basis of sex 
or sexual orientation. 

http://www.finishyourdiploma.org
http://www.BoostAttendance.org
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PA Block for 2/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Budget & Tax Center Economist, Dr. Patrick McHugh
Summary: The federal government shutdown is over for now, but its impact lingers.  We assess the damage and review 
important lessons the shutdown may have taught us with economist Patrick McHugh.  Issues covered:  the government 
shutdown, funding for the wall, emergency relief funding, housing, domestic violence prevention, and the state’s agriculture 
industry.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD February 18
There was some long overdue history made last week in North Carolina when Gov. Cooper appointed the new chief justice of 
the state supreme court. Associate Justice Cheri Beasley, who has served on the court for nearly seven years will become the 
first Black woman to lead the high court when current chief justice Mark Martin’s resignation become effective at the end of 
February. Beasley, who has a reputation as a skilled administrator and a fair judge should make an excellent chief justice. 
In its history, 95 justices have served on the Supreme Court. Of that number, only seven have been people of color. The only 
sour note regarding Beasley’s appointment came from Republican justice Paul Newby, who complained bitterly in a 
statement that Cooper should have appointed him. 
Newby’s statement was both remarkably disrespectful and thoroughly inappropriate. It was also ridiculous from a man who 
has run highly questionable TV ads in a past campaign and whose party is responsible for making judicial elections partisan 
in the first place.  Let’s hope Newby reconsiders his statement and apologizes to the new chief right away.
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
PA Block for 2/24/19
News and Views
Guest:  Professor Brandon Garrett of Duke University School of Law
Summary: Professor Garret discusses new research that concludes NC should end the sentence of life without parole for 
juvenile offenders.
PA Block for 2/3/19
News and Views
Guest:  Peggy Nicholson, Director of the Youth Justice Project
Summary: Peggy discusses the 2019 Racial Equity Report Cards, discipline disparities in our schools, and the school-to-
prison pipeline.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD March 18
It’s easy to become numb to the steady parade of extreme reactionaries that the Trump administration continues to install in 
offices of great responsibility, but here’s one that folks ought to take notice of. 
Last week, the United States Senate approved Trump’s nomination of Neomi Rao to serve as a member of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit — the court generally recognized as the nation’s second highest. Rao takes the slot 
vacated by Brett Kavanaugh when he ascended to the Supreme Court. North Carolina’s Richard Burr and Thom Tillis both 
voted “yes” on the nomination.
As numerous court watchers have observed, Rao has blamed sexual assault survivors for being attacked, shamed women for 
seeking equality in the workplace, belittled the fight for racial justice, and demeaned LGBTQ people. She has made clear she 
wants to use the courts to weaken protections for health and safety, workers, and consumers. The bottom line: Like so many 
other Trump nominees, Ms. Rao is demonstrably unfit for the job and it’s simply tragic that Senate Republicans, including 
Senators Tillis and Burr, went along with the scheme.  
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield.
RECORDED PSA, SEATBELT SAFETY, 1/1-3/31/19, 47, 30-SEC SPOTS; More than 40,000 people are killed each year in 
traffic collisions. One half of those killed, approximately 20,000 people would be alive today if they had taken time out to 
fasten their seat belts. Those who do not wear their seat belts not only double their chances of not ever making it home. But 
they are also risking an expensive traffic ticket. The law requires that all drivers and their passengers wear safety belts while 
vehicles are moving. Why not take a few extra seconds to buckle up. 
RECORDED PSA, NC SAFE SPACE, 1/5-3/30/19, 42, 30-SEC SPOTS. Safe Space court advocates provide assistance in 
filing for protective orders, information about the court system and court process, and emotional support to victims of 
domestic violence as they pursue civil and criminal remedies to domestic violence. If you are interested in obtaining a 
restraining order, please follow the instructions below. Please note that Safe Space advocates can assist you if you have 
questions or need help completing the restraining order. Once you have completed these documents, take them to the local 
Clerk of Court Office for the county in which you or the abuser live, or the county in which the abuse took place. 
RECORDED PSA, BUZZED DRVING IS DRUNK DRIVING, 1/1-3/31/19, 48, 60-SEC SPOTS. Why does the Ad 
Council’s “Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving” campaign matter? Because every 52 minutes, someone is killed in an alcohol-
related car accident.  While this is a chilling statistic, it is not new to the Ad Council. In fact, we have focused on drunk 
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driving prevention since 1983, reminding Americans that "Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk,” and sharing home videos 
of everyday people whose lives have been shattered by drunk driving.  This personal perspective on the effects of drunk 
driving has helped make the campaign an undeniable success: Since launching, nearly 70 percent of Americans have tried to 
stop someone from driving after drinking.  But when alcohol-related driving deaths began steadily increasing (after reaching 
an all-time low in 1998), the Ad Council recognized the need for a new approach. Our research showed too many drivers 
thought our drunk driving message didn’t apply to them: that driving “buzzed” after only a few drinks was different than 
driving drunk.  We knew we needed to explain the dangers of buzzed driving, and to motivate people to stop. In December 
2005, the Ad Council delivered a new campaign that addressed the issue directly: “Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.” 
Initially, our ads showed two side-by-side images of someone blowing on a breathalyzer, taking a mug shot or on a stretcher, 
one marked drunk driving, and one marked buzzed driving. The images were identical.  Our newest PSAs ask viewers to 
think about a different set of consequences than our previous drunk driving ads: the actual financial cost of being pulled over 
for driving buzzed. These costs–between fines, rising insurance costs, lawyer fees and more–could total over $10,000.  Our 
campaign is already making a measurable impact: In 2013, 49 percent of adults 21 and older said they will always get a ride, 
take a taxi, or use public transport rather than drive if they feel buzzed. This is a seven percent improvement from when our 
campaign launched in 2005.  Of course, there is still more to do. To learn more about our campaign, visit 
BuzzedDriving.AdCouncil.org, where you can watch the latest PSAs, sign a pledge not to drive buzzed, and share critical 
facts with your community about the dangers of buzzed driving–and strategies for staying safe.

http://www.adcouncil.org/Our-Campaigns/The-Classics/Drunk-Driving-Prevention
http://buzzeddriving.adcouncil.org/

