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WRAL-FM, Raleigh, NC (101.5)
QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ISSUES

AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS
4th Quarter 2019

The following is a list of issues and concerns for Fourth Quarter 2019 (October, November & December), and addressed in 
Public Affairs Programming, Public Service Announcements, and special programming on WRAL-FM.

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION

4. YOUTH

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS

6. IMMIGRATION

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING

8. HUMAN TRAFFICING

9. HEALTH/HEALTH INSURANCE

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE

This report was placed in the Public Inspection file on     January 9, 2020
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

During October, November & December 2019, WRAL-FM broadcast 11 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays 
from 6-7am.

‘ON THE RECORD’, produced by WRAL-TV is a 30-minute local interview program with TV-5 news anchor, 
David Crabtree, discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State, Sundays, 6am-6:30am.

‘NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD is a 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air 
Sundays, 6:30am-7am.

NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD :55 Mon-Thurs, 6pm News and 2-min, Fri., 6pm News

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) Recorded PSA’s are :15, :30 or :60 
in length.

AMBER ALERTS
The NC Amber Alert System is a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information about abducted children.  Mix 
101.5 broadcasts Amber Alerts received from the NC Center for Missing Persons.

NC LOTTERY
WRAL-FM airs one Problem Gambling PSA for every NC Lottery commercial scheduled on the station.

NEWSBREAKS, Mon-Fri
60-Sec, 6am, 6:30am, 7am, 7:30am, 8am & 8:30am
60-Sec, 4pm & 5pm
6-6:30pm (simulcast – TV newscast)
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SPECIAL EVENTS

10/12/2019: The Cupcake Run at Brier Creek Supporting Make-A-Wish Eastern NC 5K Run
Jami Caskey emceed

10/13/2019: 31st Annual Thad & Alice Eure Walk/Run for Hope
Two Men and a Mom emceed and MIX 101.5 was a sponsor

10/28/2019: Station Tour with Kids R Kids of Wake Forest

12/12/2019: Boys and Girls Club of Raleigh Christmas Party
MIX hosted a party with Santa for 101 kids

12/16/2019: Boys and Girls Club of Durham Christmas Party
MIX hosted a party with Santa for 101 kids

12/19/2019: Christmas Choir Concert
MIX hosted a free concert at the Raleigh Improv showcasing the winners of the Christmas Choir Competition
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Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, church 
and other organizations.  Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) for 
comments/opinions of community leaders, in an effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns.

4th QUARTER ISSUES:

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
N.C. has not been creating enough jobs to meet the demands of a growing population.
Persistent structural barriers mean communities of color were hit hardest by the recession, and disparities in pay and poverty 
rates remain.
Investors got richer, but virtually none of that money made it into the paychecks of working North Carolinians. And middle-
class jobs continue to dry up.
Half of North Carolina’s counties have not gotten back to where they were before the Recession, and a third of the counties 
in our state have lost jobs even as the plodding national recovery continues.
The functioning of North Carolina’s labor market is critical to the sound functioning of the state’s economy.
Poorly developed policies can undermine economic growth, exacerbate long-term unemployment, and rob certain groups and 
geographic areas of economic security.
When it comes to healthy economies, North Carolina ranks near the bottom.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
North Carolina Republicans officially ran out the clock – at least legally – when they enacted a new Congressional map just 
weeks before candidate filing.
President Donald Trump is pushing back against a damning whistleblower complaint about his dealings with Ukraine by 
falsely claiming the complaint has been debunked.
White House won't cooperate: In a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the White House says it won't cooperate with the 
impeachment inquiry because there hasn't been a House vote authorizing the inquiry.
President Trump called the ongoing impeachment inquiry "the greatest witch hunt in the history of the USA".
Former US ambassador to Ukraine tells Congress attacks from ‘corrupt interests’ have created ‘crisis’ in State Dept.

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
North Carolina currently averages about 10 dangerous heat days a year. By 2050, the state is projected to see almost 60 of 
these days each year.
More than 300,000 people living in North Carolina are especially vulnerable to extreme heat.
More than 4.8 million people in North Carolina, or 50 percent of North Carolina's population, are living in areas at elevated 
risk of wildfire.
In North Carolina, more than 450,000 people are living in areas at elevated risk of inland flooding.
Climate research shows hurricanes are becoming more intense by producing heavier rain.
Hurricanes are just one example the warming atmosphere is causing our oceans to rise we're already seeing rising sea levels. 
Even if it's just a small amount, we're seeing more days in coastal areas with sunny day flooding. Our higher tides are higher 
than normal and we're getting more of these coastal flood events even when it's not raining.

4. YOUTH
The rate of youth suicide in the state has nearly doubled over the previous decade. Suicide is now the second leading cause of 
death among youth ages 10-17 in North Carolina.
Family financial security is one of the most impactful determinants of children’s health. Children who live in poverty, 
particularly during early childhood, are at risk of poor health outcomes throughout their lives.
Almost half of North Carolina’s kids live in poor or low-income households.
NC ranks 42nd in the nation for infant mortality, with an infant mortality rate holding steady at 7.2 deaths per 1,000 live 
births.
Few school districts in North Carolina meet the recommended school nurse ratio of 1 nurse for every 750 children.
US Census released new data showing that more North Carolina children may be going without health insurance.

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
Over 1.5 million North Carolinians live in poverty and many more struggle to make ends meet.
Hundreds of thousands of Americans who rely on the federal food stamp program will lose their benefits under a new Trump 
administration rule that will tighten work requirements for recipients.

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/10/politics/whistleblower-complaint-corroboration/
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/extreme_heat_grade
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/extreme_heat_grade
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/extreme_heat_grade
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/wildfires_grade
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/wildfires_grade
http://reportcard.statesatrisk.org/report-card/north-carolina/inland_flooding_grade
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Regarding homeless in North Carolina, 51% are African-American* 69%31% Among North Carolina's larger population, 
African-Americans are only 22%. This indicates African-Americans experience homelessness at a disproportionate rate.
HHS issues poverty guidelines for each household size. For example, the poverty level for a household of four is an annual 
income of $25,750.
Research suggests that, on average, families need an income of about twice the federal poverty threshold to meet their most 
basic needs.

6. IMMIGRATION
The nation's top two immigration officials had harsh words Monday for North Carolina sheriffs who refuse to cooperate with 
federal immigration authorities.
We need to be] doing all we can in dealing with illegal immigration and dealing with those who are in our country illegally 
and committing crimes.
House Bill 370 would require police and sheriffs to check everyone they arrest against the federal immigration database and, 
if requested, to hold them on detainer for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Immigrant advocates and other groups praised Cooper for rejecting the bill, saying it would create a rift between immigrant 
communities and law enforcement.
Gov. Roy Cooper has vetoed a bill that would require North Carolina sheriffs to comply with certain requests from federal 
immigration agents.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
Due to decades of prescribing more opioids at higher doses, North Carolina is experiencing an opioid epidemic.
Prescription pain medication, heroin and fentanyl have similar effects on the brain and body. All of these drugs act on the 
same receptors and reward pathways. They all have the potential to produce a euphoric effect when used.
Many overdose deaths are now caused by heroin laced with fentanyl. Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is incredibly 
dangerous; it’s 50 to 100 times more potent than morphine. In addition, it’s relatively cheap to produce, so its presence has 
been increasing in illicit street drugs.
A North Carolina hospital offered some of the first clues into what’s been an ongoing medical mystery, the vaping-related 
lung injuries that have killed 18 people in the country to date and sent more than a thousand to hospitals with serious injuries.
Doctors at the WakeMed Raleigh campus saw three relatively young adults come in within a week of each other this summer, 
all struggling to breathe and with no other obvious signs of what could be causing their distress.
Cartridges of vaping substances are being tested by the FDA to pinpoint what precisely is harming people.
As of Oct. 3, the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services has reported 42 cases of vaping-related lung injuries in 
people between 16 and 72 years old. 

8. HUMAN TRAFFICING
Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing crimes in the United States. The prevalence of human trafficking in North 
Carolina is due to many factors, including the major highways that run through our state (40, 85, and 95), a large, transient 
military population surrounded by sexually oriented businesses, numerous rural agricultural areas with a high demand for 
cheap labor, and an increasing number of gangs.
North Carolina is 8th among all 50 states, in terms of the number of reported human trafficking cases.
Human Trafficking is one of the most difficult crimes to spot, because victims are ordinary people.
Human trafficking is the commercial exploitation of individuals for labor or sex. This exploitation can take many forms, and 
its victims come from all backgrounds and walks of life. What they share, however, are vulnerabilities — wants or needs, be 
it physical, financial, emotional or otherwise, which traffickers exploit through force, fraud or coercersion.

9. HEALTH INSURANCE
North Carolina was scheduled to transition its Medicaid program in order to save the state money and increase the quality of 
care for those enrolled in the program.
Politicians talking about Medicare-for-all typically mean one of two things. It’s either a specific proposal in which every 
American is covered by the same, single health plan, or the general idea that anyone has the option to get health care through 
Medicare.
Critics also say eliminating private insurance could gut a major sector of the health economy.
The health care system in the United States is uncoordinated and fragmented and emphasizes intervention rather than 
prevention and comprehensive health management. Health care costs continue to increase at an unsustainable rate and quality 
is far from ideal.
Medicare for All is not intended to replace Medicare or the Affordable Care Act.
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many Americans that have some form of health insurance face the problems that come with being under-insured.

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
The chance of becoming a victim of either violent or property crime in Raleigh is 1 in 26.
Issues raised by the school-to-prison pipeline in North Carolina can’t be pinpointed to just one factor.
The negative effects of juveniles in court don’t necessarily come from the “system labeling youth as a criminal.
The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has been quietly facilitating the dismissals of hundreds of 
thousands of criminal charges and infractions across the state for the past two years as part of a data clean-up effort. Each of 
the cases dismissed had been pending for years – some for decades – without prosecution, preventing thousands of people 
from getting a driver’s license and sometimes resulting in orders of arrests, often of individuals already living in poverty.
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4th QUARTER PROGRAMS:

1.  ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
ON THE RECORD – 11/16/19
You have to grow or get left behind.  That was part of the message at the 10th annual NC CEO forum.  We spoke with the 
featured keynote speaker, John Chambers, former CEO of Cisco about what he thinks is in store for the Triangle.  We also 
spoke with Dr. Jon Carr, a NCSU professor, on why NC State has been placed as a high priority on entrepreneurship by The 
Princeton Review and Entrepreneur magazine.  Finally, we spoke with Bernard Worthy, CEO of LoanWell, based in 
Durham, about starting his own business.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/16
There are new data which confirm that President Trump’s massive 2017 tax cut scheme has been an economic and financial 
disaster. As Dr. Patrick McHugh of the North Carolina Budget & Tax Center recently explained, not only has the federal 
deficit soared from $665 billion before the Trump tax cuts to more than $1 trillion in the current fiscal year, but the economy 
has never taken off the way Trump and his allies in Congress predicted.  Indeed, Trump’s scheme has reversed a positive 
trend that had been underway during the Obama years in which the federal deficit dropped significantly, from $1.3 trillion in 
2011 to under $600 billion in 2016. What’s more almost all of the windfall has gone to the top 1%. To make matters even 
worse, the promised explosion of job creation never materialized. 2019 has seen the economy grind to its slowest rate of job 
growth in years.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/30
There are new data from the North Carolina Budget and Tax Center showing how increasingly unjust and out of whack our 
state's economy continues to grow – even in a time of economic expansion. The numbers show that the richest 20% of North 
Carolina households captured 51 percent of state income in 2018, leaving less than half for everyone else. Meanwhile, the 
lowest-paid 20 percent of North Carolinians brought home only three percent of the income generated by our economy.
But wait, it gets worse. The richest five percent took home nearly one out of every four dollars of income generated in 2018 – 
that’s the same amount of income as the bottom 60 percent of North Carolinians combined.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/21
A recent editorial in the Charlotte Observer offered a powerful indictment of the North Carolina legislature’s ongoing and 
relentless reduction in state taxes on wealthy individuals and profitable corporations.  As the editorial noted: The Republican-
led General Assembly started phasing in tax cuts in 2013 that now cost about $3.6 billion a year in lost revenue. Lawmakers 
eliminated tax on large estates, made the once-progressive income tax lower and flat, and slashed the corporate tax rate from 
6.9 percent to 2.5 percent. Unfortunately, as the editorial also pointed out, economic results have been decidedly 
unspectacular. Rather than the promised boom, the economy has merely grown as the state’s population has increased and the 
national economic recovery has lifted all states. Indeed, North Carolina has actually underperformed most of its neighbors in 
terms of overall economic growth as measured by GDP. What’s more, the loss in revenue has had a devastating impact on 
public education, healthcare, the environment, transportation, our courts and prisons and numerous other structures and 
services.
PA Block for 12/8/19
News and Views
Guest:  Patrick McHugh, Economist of the NC Budget & Tax Center
Summary: Mr. McHugh discusses what’s really happening with NC’s economy.  Also discussed:  equity, employment and 
wage stagnation.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/12
Unless you’ve paying extra close attention, it would be easy to fall for the claim of Republican legislative leaders that they’ve 
has been showering big pay increases on public school teachers. In a recent op-ed in Raleigh’s News & Observer Senate 
leader Phil Berger claimed that average teacher pay in the state had shot up by more than $9,000 since 2014. A closer look at 
the facts, however, reveals that Berger’s claims are deeply misleading. As Wake County teacher Kim Mackey pointed out in 
a recent essay for NC Policy Watch, Berger ignores an inconvenient fact: inflation. When one adjusts for inflation, a huge 
number of teachers have seen their pay stagnate or decline over the past decade. The elimination of longevity pay and 
increases for obtaining Master’s degrees has only made the problem worse. Many teachers have experienced cumulative pay 
losses of 60 to 70 thousand dollars over the last decade – and this at a time when the state has slashed taxes on profitable 
corporations and the wealthy.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/24
The climate crisis is a huge and growing problem for businesses in our state. As the Director of the North Carolina Business 
Council noted in a recent essay for NC Policy Watch, farmers, in particular, face daunting challenges and hardships with each 
crippling storm and the accumulating effects of climate-fueled extreme weather events.  But, of course, the impacts of rising 
temperatures and extreme weather impact many other industries as well – from health care to banking and insurance to 
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tourism. Even the U.S. military is confronting large financial and logistical challenges due to climate change. The tragedy in 
all of this is that we know what to do and have for many years. While every business and individual can and should do their 
part, our best hope lies in aggressive action by policymakers in Washington and Raleigh to rapidly shift our economy away 
from carbon fuels to one that’s based on sustainable green energy.
RECORDED PSA, ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY, 10/1-12/29/19, 133, 60-SEC SPOTS; Do you know that in 2018, the NCDOT 
spent nearly $20 million removing litter from our state’s roads?  Litter prevention is the best way to keep NC beautiful.  
Littering is against the law.  But…people still do it.  It takes all of us doing our part to help.  An easy way to pitch in is 
through the Adopt A Highway program.  You can join thousands of other volunteers who help clean up a two-mile stretch of 
road a few times every year.  All materials and supplies are provided.  It’s a great way to get outdoors with friends and family 
to help make sure NC is a great place to live, work and play.  More information about how you, your group, or business can 
Adopt A Highway is available by searching for your local county DOT online.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/2
The impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump’s dealings with Ukraine has rocked the nation in recent days and 
sadly, there’s been precious little indication from the president’s allies that they understand the gravity of the situation. This 
has been especially true here in North Carolina where every Republican member of Congress, save one, has attacked the 
investigation and claimed that there is no indication that Trump did anything wrong at all. The only exception to this 
troubling pattern comes from the state’s senior Senator Richard Burr. To his credit, Burr, the chair of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, has not taken a stance one way or the other. Unlike all of the other members, Burr has announced that he is 
retiring in 2022 so, perhaps his relative quiet on the matter is an indication that he intends to put his country and its security 
ahead of partisanship. Let’s hope so. Let’s also hope that it’s because the Senator understands the seriousness of the matter 
and intends to do his country a great service by looking closely at the facts with his head rather than his heart.  
ON THE RECORD – 10/5
Day’s before Raleigh’s municipal election, the six people vying to become the city’s next mayor discuss growth, 
gentrification, taxes and policing.
ON THE RECORD – 10/12
The makeup of city council will certainly change.  We could have five new faces along with three incumbents, if no one wins 
a runoff, or five incumbents and three new faces.  Joining us is one of those new faces, Councilman-elect Patrick Bufkin, and 
incumbent Mayor Pro Tem Corey Branch.
ON THE RECORD – 10/19/19
WRAL’s Cullen Browder had a one-on-one interview with Mary Ann Baldwin, who was elected as Raleigh’s next mayor.
PA Block for 10/20/19
News and Views
Guest:  Tom Jenson, Director of Public Policy Polling
Summary: Mr. Jenson discusses the latest polling numbers on impeachment, President Trump’s popularity, how Senator 
Thom Tillis and Governor Roy Cooper may fare in their 2020 re-election bids.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/1
A panel of three North Carolina Superior Court judges struck another important blow for democracy earlier this week when 
they ruled that the plaintiffs are likely to succeed on the merits of their claim that the 2016 congressional map in North 
Carolina is an extreme and unconstitutional partisan gerrymander.  It’s easy to see why. The state’s congressional map was 
drawn by the same biased legislators and with the same biased intent as the state’s unconstitutional state legislative maps. 
Indeed, chief map drawer, Rep. David Lewis, said that the only reason he drew the maps to guarantee a 10-3 Republican 
advantage was because he couldn’t figure out a way to make the margin 11-2. “Simply put, the people of our State will lose 
the opportunity to participate in congressional elections conducted freely and honestly to ascertain, fairly and truthfully, the 
will of the people,” the judges said. The case isn’t over just yet, but the court’s action sends a strong signal that North 
Carolina could be on the verge of having something in 2020 it hasn’t had for many years: fair and honest electoral maps.
ON THE RECORD – 11/9/19
The NC General Assembly session came to an end with the word’s “compromise” and “veto override” featured prominently.  
But the state still doesn’t have a budget.  We speak to members from both sides of the aisle along with our own WRAL 
reporters to find out what’s next.
PA Block for 11/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Senator, Jeff Jackson
Summary: Senator Jackson discusses the failure of the legislature to pass a compromise raise for educators, the latest on 
redrawing the congressional redistricting maps and the cash crunch facing the NC Dept. of Transportation.
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News and Views
Guest:  Bob Hall, Veteran Government Watchdog
Summary: Mr. Hall discusses his complaint filed with the State Board of Elections about the questionable use of campaign 
funds by Senate leader, Phil Berger.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/20
Republican legislative majorities took yet another stab at enacting new congressional districts last week and it didn’t go well. 
While the new maps would likely shrink the GOP’s current rigged and lopsided congressional delegation majority from 10-3 
to 8-5, this is hardly grounds for celebration. First, the process was lousy. Just weeks after having redrawn state legislative 
maps in an imperfect but decidedly more open fashion than past years, Republican leaders allowed the congressional map 
process to regress dramatically.  There was only one public hearing and much of the map drawing was done in secret. Now 
add to this that the result – maps that all but guarantee the GOP 62% of the congressional seats in a purple state in which less 
than 30% of voters are registered Republicans and things look even worse.
PA Block for 12/1/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rick Glazier, Executive Director of the NC Justice Center
Summary: Mr. Glazier discusses missed opportunities in the 2019 legislative session and the impact of the mini-budget 
process on education.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/6
You’ve got to hand it to Republicans at the North Carolina General Assembly: few groups are more willing to play hardball 
and do whatever it takes to get their way. Take the issue of political gerrymandering.  For years, the GOP admittedly rigged 
state electoral maps to guarantee that it would win big majorities in the state’s congressional delegation. Now, this year, a 
state court finally called them on the unconstitutional practice, but through delay and shrewd maneuvering, it appears 
Republicans have figured out a way to keep an unfair advantage. While, the new map the GOP drew will no longer guarantee 
it 10 of the state’s 13 seats in Congress, but it’ll likely win eight. What’s more, though it admits the latest map is imperfect, 
the court went ahead and approved it because, it said, it didn’t want to delay the March primary.  
ON THE RECORD – 12/7/19
WRAL state government reporter Travis Fain speaks with doctors and state representatives about health care costs, 
government control and reform.
PA Block for 12/8/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Representative Grier Martin
Summary: Rep. Martin looks ahead to 2020 and reassesses the shortcomings of the 2019 legislative session – including a lack 
of teacher pay raises, failure to enact independent redistricting reform, and decision not to expand Medicaid.  Martin also 
weighs in on the turmoil facing higher education and the UNC system’s Board of Governors.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/10
The U.S. House Judiciary Committee is moving ahead with impeachment proceedings against President Donald Trump and, 
to his credit, a UNC law professor is in the middle of the action. Professor Michael Gerhardt offered compelling testimony 
last week that quote “the president has committed several impeachable offenses, including bribery, abuse of power in 
soliciting a personal favor from a foreign leader to benefit his political campaign, obstructing Congress, and obstructing 
justice.” If Congress fails to impeach Trump, Gerhardt added, “then the impeachment process has lost all meaning, and, 
along with that, our Constitution’s carefully crafted safeguards against the establishment of a king on American soil.”
Other experts agreed with Gerhardt. Pamela Karlan, a Stanford Law School professor, said the “very idea that a president 
might seek the aid of a foreign government in his reelection campaign would have horrified” the founders of the U.S. 
government. “But based on the evidentiary record, that is what President Trump has done,” she told lawmakers.

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/4
The budget bill is the most important law enacted in our state each year. It includes hundreds of specific decisions and 
funding allocations in scores of vitally important areas – from education and health care to taxes and transportation to prisons 
and environmental protection. If ever there was legislation that demanded close cooperation and negotiation between the 
legislative and executive branches, the budget is it. This has been especially clear after the 2018 election in which voters took 
away Republican supermajorities in the General Assembly and delivered a clear message that they expected cooperation 
between legislative leaders and Gov. Cooper. Unfortunately, more than three months into the new fiscal year, no such 
negotiations have taken place. Instead, Republican leaders continue to look for ways to use procedural tricks and the absence 
of members from the House and Senate to ram through their version of the budget. Recently, lawmakers even took a vacation 
at the same time the new school year commenced with flat teacher salaries and inadequate facilities and supplies.
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NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/9
With the dire and devastating impacts of the global climate crisis all around us, it’s hard to believe that anyone would still try 
to deny the existence of the problem or censor discussion of it. This is especially true for a network of nonprofit cooperatives 
that exists to serve hundreds of thousands of electricity customers. Strange as it might seem, however, that’s exactly what the 
North Carolina Electric Membership Corporation has been doing in recent years. As NC Policy Watch Environmental 
Reporter Lisa Sorg detailed in a recent exclusive story, a columnist for Carolina Country, the magazine of the coops, has 
been told more than once that terms like “climate change” and “carbon dioxide” are off-limits. In fact, a review of nearly six 
years of the magazine’s issues turned up only two mentions of climate change – and one was in an attack on a federal clean 
energy proposal.
PA Block for 10/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rep. Pricey Harrison
Summary: Rep. Harrison discusses the latest environmental battles in Raleigh and Washington.  Harrison also discusses 
Medicaid expansion and the education budget.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/13
State Republican leaders may be attached at the hip to President Donald Trump and his unrelenting war on the environment, 
but they’re still hypocritically attacking Gov. Roy Cooper for supposed malfeasance in regulating a giant corporate polluter. 
The issue in question is the Atlantic Coast Pipeline – a massive and questionable proposal to move fracked natural gas. Two 
years ago, a wary Cooper administration approved the scheme over the objections of environmental advocates but secured a 
pledge from pipeline owners to pay millions to mitigate some of its negative impacts. Ever since then, however, GOP 
lawmakers have lobbed all kinds of accusations at Cooper – that the mitigation fund was actually a slush fund, that 
environmental approval for the pipeline was politically-driven, and even that Cooper stood to profit personally. None of the 
allegations have turned out to be true, but the attacks just keep coming – probably because lawmakers have little else to 
attack the governor with. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/15
If there was any doubt at all about the urgency of the water pollution crisis afflicting the Cape Fear River, new data from 
researchers at NC State and the EPA should put it to rest. As NC Policy Watch environmental reporter Lisa Sorg explained in 
an exclusive story last week, extreme concentrations of toxic compounds commonly known as PFAS were present in the 
Cape Fear River near Wilmington, years before researchers had the technology to detect them. According to a new analysis 
of preserved samples from 2014 to 2016, PFAS were found at concentrations of at least as high as 130,000 parts per trillion 
near the drinking water intake for the City of Wilmington. The contamination originated at the Chemours/DuPont facility 
more than 80 miles upstream. State health and environmental officials say that no one should drink water with PFAS levels 
of any type above 70 parts per trillion combined or above 10 part per trillion for a single compound.
PA Block for 10/20/19
News and Views
Guest:  Kathie Dello, State Climatologist for NC
Summary: Katie discusses climate change, sea level rise, flooding, worrisome weather changes that will impact everything 
from fishing to tourism to agriculture.  In our extended interview. Dello also share some ideas on state policies that could 
mitigate future climate problems.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/25
As North Carolinians have become all too painfully aware in recent years, the southeastern part of our state has a huge and 
worrisome pollution problem thanks to years of irresponsible releases of dangerous chemicals known as PFAS from a 
Fayetteville plant owned by the Chemours corporation – a spin-off from the chemical giant DuPont. Given this backdrop, 
you’d think Chemours would be the kind of outfit that all responsible state officials would be lining up to criticize and 
demand reform and compensation from. That’s not, however, what we’re seeing from state Treasurer Dale Folwell. As NC 
Policy Watch’ s Lisa Sorg reported last week, Folwell has, for some time, been investing state pension funds in Chemours via 
a stock index fund. Officials with the Cape Fear Public Utility Authority – the folks who’ve had to deal with the toxic 
pollutants from Chemours -- have expressed frustration at the investments and one can hardly blame them. After all, North 
Carolina has long avoided investing public dollars in corporations with objectionable backgrounds and Chemours is another 
obvious one to add to the list. Folwell should make it happen right away.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/2
Thanks to Gov. Roy Cooper, North Carolina government has been doing more of late to attack adapt to the global climate 
crisis, but a new United Nations report makes painfully clear that it’s not nearly enough. The UN’s annual “emissions gap” 
report finds that global temperatures are on pace to rise as much as 7 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of the century.
While the so-called Paris Accord of a few years back called for holding the growth in temperatures to below a two-degree 
rise, the new report finds that the world is nowhere close to the pace it must achieve in order to meet that goal.  To make 
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matters even worse, the Trump administration has been doing everything in its power to undermine the Paris Accords and to 
deny the very existence of climate change. This simply must change and right away. The latest science demonstrates that the 
impacts across the planet of such temperature changes will be catastrophic for human wellbeing and, even its survival.
By failing to act we jeopardize the future of our children, grandchildren and all humanity. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/13
A new report from researchers at the group Environment North Carolina confirms once again the utter folly of the Trump 
administration’s plan to bring offshore oil drilling to the North Carolina coast. According to the report, pipelines running 
from offshore rigs to inland processing facilities will likely endanger the water quality of fragile coastal estuaries and risk 
spilling oil across the state’s beloved beaches. In addition, toxic waste brought onshore from drilling operations could pollute 
drinking water and tracts of land. The fishing and tourism industries would also surely suffer. Perhaps more importantly, 
large scale offshore oil and gas drilling would be sure to alter character of the North Carolina coast – something our state has 
worked hard for decades to preserve as a natural refuge for both animals and humans. Given these facts, it’s no wonder that a 
huge bipartisan majority of North Carolinians living in the potentially impacted areas – be they businesses, environmental 
advocates, or just average citizens -- oppose the Trump proposal.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/19
If you’ve ever wondered what the term “environmental racism” looks like in real life, be sure to check out a powerful new 
report by NC Policy Watch environmental reporter Lisa Sorg. In it, Sorg tells the tragic and maddening story of a small, 
largely African American town in Stanly County North Carolina called West Badin that once played host to giant aluminum 
smelting facility owned and run by the giant Alcoa Corporation.  For decades, Alcoa dumped hundreds of tons of toxic waste 
from the smelting process all over and around town – frequently in areas adjacent to poor, Black neighborhoods.  The plant 
has long closed, but today, understandably, residents want the mess cleaned up and want Alcoa – a giant company that makes 
billion in profits every year – to do the job and do it right. Not surprisingly, Alcoa is balking at doing what’s necessary and 
trying to win kid gloves treatment from state environmental regulators.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/24
The climate crisis is a huge and growing problem for businesses in our state. As the Director of the North Carolina Business 
Council noted in a recent essay for NC Policy Watch, farmers, in particular, face daunting challenges and hardships with each 
crippling storm and the accumulating effects of climate-fueled extreme weather events.  But, of course, the impacts of rising 
temperatures and extreme weather impact many other industries as well – from health care to banking and insurance to 
tourism. Even the U.S. military is confronting large financial and logistical challenges due to climate change. The tragedy in 
all of this is that we know what to do and have for many years. While every business and individual can and should do their 
part, our best hope lies in aggressive action by policymakers in Washington and Raleigh to rapidly shift our economy away 
from carbon fuels to one that’s based on sustainable green energy.
RECORDED PSA, AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION, 10/28-12/30/19, 145, 30-SEC SPOTS; AWWA works 
collaboratively with its members and partners in the water sector to advocate for water, water service and water 
infrastructure. AWWA is a founding partner in the Value of Water Campaign to help support efforts to educate and inform 
consumers, public officials, decision-makers, and stakeholders about the value and importance of water. 

4. YOUTH
PA Block for 10/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rob Thompson, NC Child
Summary: Mr. Thompson discusses concentrated poverty that afflicts so many NC kids and what policymakers can do about 
it.
PA Block for 10/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  James E. Ford, State Board of Education Member and Former NC Teacher of the Year
Summary: A new study by the Center for Racial Equity and Education or CREED finds that students of color have 
diminished access to resources that affect their success – including advanced coursework, experienced teachers and the 
racial/ethnic matching of students and educators.  Those factors not only impact how a student feels about their K-12 
education, it can rob children of their full potential.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/8
The reports, data and hard facts indicting President Trump’s war on health care and North Carolina's destructive failure to 
expand Medicaid and help children in need just keep piling up.  New research from the Center for Children and Families at 
Georgetown University finds that, after years of progress, the number of uninsured children nationally started increasing in 
2017 and 2018 and ultimately rose by more than 400,000. Not surprisingly, the researchers found that states like North 
Carolina that have not expanded Medicaid to parents and other adults under the Affordable Care Act saw an increase in their 
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rate of uninsured kids three times as large as states that have.  Research has consistently shown that offering coverage to the 
whole family will decrease kids’ uninsured rates which is why Medicaid expansion is a kids' issue. In North Carolina, the 
uninsured rate for kids rose well above the national average to 5.3%. The bottom line: Between Trump administration 
malfeasance and North Carolina's failure to expand Medicaid, the wellbeing of hundreds of thousands of children is being 
unnecessarily and wrongfully endangered.
PA Block for 11/24/19
News and Views
Guest:  Joan Alker, Executive Director of the Center for Children and Families (CCF) and a Research Professor at the 
Georgetown University
Summary: A new national report from researchers at Georgetown University finds that the rate of uninsured children in NC is 
on the rise again.
News and Views
Guest:  Michelle Hughes, Executive Director of NC Child
Summary: There are few subjects that are more difficult to contemplate or discuss than youth suicide, but, of course, ignoring 
the problem is not an option. A new report from the state’s Child fatality Task Force finds that while NC’s overall child death 
rate has been falling in recent years, youth suicides are at their highest rate ever.  The report found that 52 NC children ages 
10-17 died by suicide last year, with the greatest number of these children using a gun to kill themselves.  This week we 
discussed the report’s findings and recommendations (as well as some of the warning signs that parents should be on the 
lookout for).
PA Block for 12/1/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice, Bill Lassiter
Summary: Mr. Lassiter discusses Raise the Age legislation that takes effect December 1st, the impact on youthful offenders 
and recidivism rates across NC.
PA Block for 12/8/19
News and Views
Guest:  Jennifer Caslin, Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC
Summary: Jennifer discusses food insecurity, storm recovery, and fe3deral cuts to food stamps.  Also discussed:  hunger 
among NC’s children and seniors.
RECORDED PSA, RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE, 12/28-31/19, 17, 30-SEC SPOTS; Bam, let’s jam for the Ronald 
McDonald House!  Show your support for families with children battling serious illnesses.  Support local families in Wake 
and Durham counties, get your ticket to J-A-M for R-M-H.  Join the Ronald McDonald house on January 24th from 6 pm till 
11 pm for a night of live music, food and fun for a good cause.  Tickets are going fast, visit rmhdurhamwake.org for ticket 
purchases and details.  Show your support for local families.

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
PA Block for 10/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rob Thompson, NC Child
Summary: Mr. Thompson discusses concentrated poverty that afflicts so many NC kids and what policymakers can do about 
it.
PA Block for 10/27/19
News and Views
Guest:  Samuel Gunter, Executive Director of the NC Housing Coalition
Summary: In no state, metro area, or county in the US can a worker earning the federal minimum wage afford a modest two-
bedroom rental home working a standard 40-hour week.  In NC, a worker would need to earn about $17/hour to afford that 
same two-bedroom apartment.  In reality, more than 1-in-4 NC households are cost-burdened, and pat at least 30% of their 
income for housing.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/26
A new report from the North Carolina Budget & Tax Center finds strong evidence that North Carolina could take an 
important step toward improving the health and wellbeing of 900,000 low-income residents in working families by 
reinstating and implementing a refundable state Earned Income Tax Credit or EITC.  The report found that, in other states, 
the credit is associated with improved physical and mental health, maternal and infant health, enhanced nutrition, and 
community well-being. Mothers receiving the EITC or increased EITC payments reported improved physical and mental 
health and decreased depression scores. Meanwhile, their babies had higher birth weights.  The report also found strong links 
between receipt of the EITC and the purchase and consumption of more food and healthier food, healthier neighborhoods, 
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improved health among children and heads of households, as well as a decrease in risky biomarkers and depression scores 
and suicides.
PA Block for 12/8/19
News and Views
Guest:  Jennifer Caslin, Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC
Summary: Jennifer discusses food insecurity, storm recovery, and fe3deral cuts to food stamps.  Also discussed:  hunger 
among NC’s children and seniors.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/9
It’s hard to summarize or even keep track of all the ways the Trump administration has been waging war on America’s poor, 
but last week marked a new low. It happened when the administration issued a new rule in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance or Food Stamps program that will cut off basic food assistance for nearly 700,000 of the nation’s most destitute 
people. Those affected — SNAP participants ages 18 through 49 who aren’t raising minor children in their homes — are 
among the poorest of the poor, according to U.S. Department of Agriculture data. Their average income is just 18 percent of 
the poverty line. Their average monthly SNAP benefits are about $165 per month. To make matters even worse, most of 
these individuals are ineligible for any other form of government financial assistance because they aren’t elderly, severely 
disabled, or raising minor children. For many of them, SNAP is the only assistance they can receive to help make ends meet.
RECORDED PSA, USMC – TOYS FOR TOTS, 11/16-12/23/19, 112, 30-SEC SPOTS; The Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation is responsible for the day-to-day operations of Marine Toys for Tots. An IRS recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
charity, it serves as the authorized fundraising and support organization for the Toys for Tots Program.  The Foundation 
provides the leadership, funding, and support needed for successful annual toy collection and distribution campaigns. Local 
toy collection campaigns begin in October and last until mid to late December.  Toy distribution also takes place mid to late 
December.  Members of the community drop new, unwrapped toys in collection boxes positioned in local 
businesses.  Coordinators pick up these toys and store them in central warehouses where the toys are sorted by age and 
gender.  At Christmas, Coordinators, with the assistance of local social welfare agencies, church groups, and other local 
community agencies, distribute the toys to the less fortunate children of the community.  Over the years, Marines have 
established close working relationships with social welfare agencies, churches and other local community agencies which are 
well qualified to identify the needy children in the community and play important roles in the distribution of the toys.

6.  IMMIGRATION
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/7
Republican leaders in the North Carolina General Assembly are pushing yet another ill-conceived bill to limit voting rights 
and spur unwarranted attacks on immigrants. The latest proposal – Senate Bill 250 – would require the State Board of 
Elections to identify and remove people from voting rolls who — at some point in the past — have been excused from jury 
service because they said they were not U.S. citizens. That information, however, is notoriously unreliable and difficult to 
verify. For example, a person's information may not be updated after they become a naturalized citizen. What’s more, the 
personal information of people identified by the State Board who are potentially not U.S. citizens would become a public 
record. That means a list of their names, addresses, and birthdates would be accessible to anyone and could be abused by 
anti-immigrant officials like ICE agents or even private anti-immigrant activists who could use the information to target 
immigrants. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/29
There’s been yet another disturbing development in the Trump administration’s destructive and mean-spirited war on 
immigrants. Under the administration’s latest proposed rule, the fees immigrants must pay for a variety of documents 
necessary to pursue green cards and citizenship just shot up dramatically. Under the proposal, the cost of an I-192 form that 
many must submit to obtain a so-called U visa would increase from $930 to $1,415. Likewise, the form needed to apply for 
citizenship would go from $640 to $1,170.  To make matters even more troubling, the proposal would make the U.S. only the 
fourth country in the world to charge a fee to apply for asylum. While such fees are not a problem for the wealthy immigrants 
the Trump administration favors, they will be a huge bar for people who labor at dirty and dangerous jobs for low pay and 
struggle to live paycheck to paycheck.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
PA Block for 11/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Attorney General, Josh Stein
Summary: Mr. Stein discusses opioid addiction, solving the backlog of untested rape kits, the dangers of Big Tech and why 
he’s taking on the vaping industry.  Issues discussed:  the pharmaceutical industry, curbing opioid addiction, solving sexual 
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assault cases using DNA and rape test kits, the power of Facebook and Google in the marketplace, and the impact of vaping 
and it’s marketing on NC teenagers.

8. HUMAN TRAFFICING

9. HEALTH/HEALTH INSURANCE
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/4
The budget bill is the most important law enacted in our state each year. It includes hundreds of specific decisions and 
funding allocations in scores of vitally important areas – from education and health care to taxes and transportation to prisons 
and environmental protection. If ever there was legislation that demanded close cooperation and negotiation between the 
legislative and executive branches, the budget is it. This has been especially clear after the 2018 election in which voters took 
away Republican supermajorities in the General Assembly and delivered a clear message that they expected cooperation 
between legislative leaders and Gov. Cooper. Unfortunately, more than three months into the new fiscal year, no such 
negotiations have taken place. Instead, Republican leaders continue to look for ways to use procedural tricks and the absence 
of members from the House and Senate to ram through their version of the budget. Recently, lawmakers even took a vacation 
at the same time the new school year commenced with flat teacher salaries and inadequate facilities and supplies.
PA Block for 10/13/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rep. Pricey Harrison
Summary: Rep. Harrison discusses the latest environmental battles in Raleigh and Washington.  Harrison also discusses 
Medicaid expansion and the education budget.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 10/23
There continue to be more and more cracks in the resistance to Medicaid expansion – both here in North Carolina and in the 
other 13 hold-out states. Recently, for example, a conservative Republican county commissioner from rural Graham County 
penned a scathing letter in which he endorsed Gov. Roy Cooper’s call for Medicaid expansion and blasted Senate leader Phil 
Berger and his allies in the legislature for ignoring the people in that hard-hit county where poverty exceeds 30%. In 
Mississippi, a deeply red state, the Democratic attorney general is running neck and neck in a race for governor in which 
Medicaid expansion is a central plank in his campaign. In Oklahoma, the conservative former GOP Speaker of the state 
House came out strongly recently in favor of expansion. In Kansas, a new governor has been pushing hard for Medicaid 
expansion by establishing a Medicaid council, pursuing a rural listening tour, and issuing strong and repeated demands to the 
state legislature. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/8
The reports, data and hard facts indicting President Trump’s war on health care and North Carolina's destructive failure to 
expand Medicaid and help children in need just keep piling up.  New research from the Center for Children and Families at 
Georgetown University finds that, after years of progress, the number of uninsured children nationally started increasing in 
2017 and 2018 and ultimately rose by more than 400,000. Not surprisingly, the researchers found that states like North 
Carolina that have not expanded Medicaid to parents and other adults under the Affordable Care Act saw an increase in their 
rate of uninsured kids three times as large as states that have.  Research has consistently shown that offering coverage to the 
whole family will decrease kids’ uninsured rates which is why Medicaid expansion is a kids' issue. In North Carolina, the 
uninsured rate for kids rose well above the national average to 5.3%. The bottom line: Between Trump administration 
malfeasance and North Carolina's failure to expand Medicaid, the wellbeing of hundreds of thousands of children is being 
unnecessarily and wrongfully endangered.
PA Block for 11/24/19
News and Views
Guest:  Joan Alker, Executive Director of the Center for Children and Families (CCF) and a Research Professor at the 
Georgetown University
Summary: A new national report from researchers at Georgetown University finds that the rate of uninsured children in NC is 
on the rise again.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/25
The General Assembly’s seven-year-long failure to expand Medicaid to cover hundreds of thousands of adults – most of 
them working – is harming the state again. The latest development revolves around the longstanding plan to convert 
Medicaid from a fee-for-service system to a so-called managed care model. While the move has long raised a number of 
questions, the fact remains that the decision to switch to the managed care model had been made and was supposed to take 
effect February 1. Now, however, thanks to the legislature’s unwillingness to negotiate a compromise state budget with the 
Governor or even discuss expansion, the plan has been put on indefinite hold. While Republican legislative leaders attempted 
to pass a last minute measure to advance the transformation process, they have refused to back off of plans to force new and 
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painful cuts on the department that administers the Department of Health and Human Services – or a destructive scheme to 
force the all of the department’s employees department to move to Granville County.
PA Block for 12/1/19
News and Views
Guest:  Pablo Escobar, Clinic Director for the Alliance Medical Ministry
Summary: Mr. Escobar discusses efforts to help North Carolina’s uninsured.  Issues discussed:  Medicaid expansion, free 
clinics, the Affordable Care Act, helping North Carolinians cope with chronic illnesses.
ON THE RECORD – 12/7/19
WRAL state government reporter Travis Fain speaks with doctors and state representatives about health care costs, 
government control and reform.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/30
The reports, data and hard facts indicting President Trump’s war on health care and North Carolina's destructive failure to 
expand Medicaid and help children in need just keep piling up. New research from the Center for Children and Families at 
Georgetown University finds that, after years of progress, the number of uninsured children nationally started increasing in 
2017 and 2018 and ultimately rose by more than 400,000. Not surprisingly, the researchers found that states like North 
Carolina that have not expanded Medicaid to parents and other adults under the Affordable Care Act saw an increase in their 
rate of uninsured kids three times as large as states that have. Research has consistently shown that offering coverage to the 
whole family will decrease kids’ uninsured rates which is why Medicaid expansion is a kids' issue. In North Carolina, the 
uninsured rate for kids rose well above the national average to 5.3%.
RECORDED PSA, AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY – GOING PRO, 10/26-12/30/19, 145, 30-SEC SPOTS; Going pro 
takes times, quitting smoking does too.  But with a little help, you can do it.  Get the resources and support you need to quit 
smoking from the American Cancer Society at Cancer.org/smokeout, it’s worth a shot.
RECORDED PSA, DENTAL LIFETIME NETWORK, 10/26-12/327/19, 145, 60-SEC SPOTS; Dental Lifeline Network 
(DLN) is a national charitable organization whose mission is to improve the oral health of people with disabilities or who are 
elderly or medically fragile and have no other way to get help. DLN accomplishes its mission by developing and coordinating 
collaborative relationships that provide essential resources for direct-service programs, especially charitable care.  Through 
our flagship program, Donated Dental Services (DDS), dental care is provided through a national network of 15,000 
volunteer dentists and 3,700 volunteer laboratories. Dental Lifeline Network has 60 staff members. Many, located throughout 
the United States, serve as Program Coordinators who work with these volunteers, linking them with patients in need of care 
We provide real help for real people with real problems. Every dollar donated to Dental Lifeline Network generates $8.87 in 
care through our flagship program, Donated Dental Services (DDS).
RECORDED PSA, DONATE LIFE, 11/13-21/19, 40, 30-SEC SPOTS; As an organ donor, your story doesn’t have to end.  
The good in you can live on.  In fact, you could save up to eight lives and restore sight and health for many more.  Sign up 
right now, online as an organ, eye, and tissue donor.  You’ll be happy you did.  And just maybe, someone else will be happy 
too.  Go to organdonor.gov, it saves lives.  US Dept. of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 
Administration.
RECORDED PSA, FIGHTING BLINDNESS, 10/26-12/29/19, 145, 60-SEC SPOTS; The Foundation Fighting Blindness is a 
beacon for those affected by blinding retinal diseases. Our new 60-second public service announcement focuses on 
empowerment and showcases the idea that no matter an individual’s diagnosis, it’s their drive that fuels them to pursue their 
passion and interests. Collectively, we are stronger together – as a community.
RECORDED PSA, AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY -- HPV, 10/26-12/31/19, 145, 30-SEC SPOTS; Kids dream big. From 
astronauts to rock stars– the sky’s the limit. Give your kids a better chance of realizing those dreams. Give them the vaccine 
that helps prevent 6 types of cancer later in life. Getting your child vaccinated against HPV now can help keep him or her 
healthy well into adulthood.
RECORDED PSA, NC TRIANGLE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATON – MOVING DAY 2019, 10/1-11/1/19, 97, 30-SEC 
SPOTS; The Parkinson’s Foundation makes life better for people with Parkinson’s disease by improving care and advancing 
research toward a cure. In everything we do, we build on the energy, experience, and passion of our global Parkinson’s 
community. For more information on Parkinson’s disease, please visit www.parkinson.org.    Moving Day NC Triangle 
Saturday, November 2, 2019.  Moving Day is our annual fundraising walk event. It is a fun and inspiring fundraising event 
that unites families, friends and communities both large and small in the fight against Parkinson’s disease. This celebration of 
movement will feature a family friendly walk course, a kid’s area, a caregiver’s relaxation tent and a special Movement 
Pavilion featuring yoga, dance, Tai Chi, Pilates, etc. all proven to help manage the symptoms of PD. It is ‘A day to move, a 
day to move others, a day that moves YOU!’

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
PA Block for 10/13/19

http://www.parkinson.org
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News and Views
Guest:  Gavin Off, Charlotte Observer Investigative Reporter
Summary: Mr. Off discusses a new and troubling investigation into gun crime dismissals in NC’s largest county.  From 2014-
2018, Mecklenburg prosecutors dismissed 68% of weapons charges, a higher rate than any other urban county in NC.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 11/4
Every now and then in the course of human progress, there comes a moment in which caring and thinking people sit up and 
say, "what were we thinking?" A recent lawsuit filed by the ACLU has caused such a moment recently. The subject is 
solitary confinement in our state prisons. As the lawsuit points out, right now in North Carolina, thousands of people are 
incarcerated in solitary confinement - held in tiny prison cells and denied human contact, sunlight, and fresh air for 22 to 24 
hours a day. Some have been there for months or years. There is a clear medical consensus that solitary confinement is 
virtually guaranteed to inflict serious physical and psychological pain and create or exacerbate mental illness, doing nothing 
to rehabilitate people or prepare them to reenter society. Instead, they come out sick, angry, socially withdrawn, and even 
more likely to end up back in prison. In other words, not only is solitary confinement cruel in most circumstances, it's a lousy 
and counter-productive practice that harms public safety and wellbeing. State leaders should end this barbaric practice as 
soon as possible.
PA Block for 11/10/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Attorney General, Josh Stein
Summary: Mr. Stein discusses opioid addiction, solving the backlog of untested rape kits, the dangers of Big Tech and why 
he’s taking on the vaping industry.  Issues discussed:  the pharmaceutical industry, curbing opioid addiction, solving sexual 
assault cases using DNA and rape test kits, the power of Facebook and Google in the marketplace, and the impact of vaping 
and it’s marketing on NC teenagers.
News and Views
Guest:  ACLU NC Senior Attorney, Emily Seawell
Summary: Ms. Seawell discusses a new lawsuit against the state challenging the pervasive and inhumane use of solitary 
confinement.  More than 3,000 individuals remain in solitary in the Tar Heel state, some for months, others for years. Seawell 
discusses why and how some states are moving away from this type of punishment.
PA Block for 11/17/19
News and Views
Guest:  Monika Johnson-Hostler of the NC Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Summary: Monika discusses a disturbing study regarding assaults on college campuses.  The study found that more than one 
in three undergraduate female students at UNC-Chapel Hill reported having been sexually assaulted.  UNC-Chapel Hill was 
one of 33 schools to participate in the Association of American Universities Campus Climate Survey on Sexual Assault and 
Misconduct.  Monika talks about the prevalence of assault on college campuses and why these incidents may be 
underreported.  Also discussed:  how resent changes to state law may help in the prosecution of such perpetrators.
PA Block for 12/1/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice, Bill Lassiter
Summary: Mr. Lassiter discusses Raise the Age legislation that takes effect December 1st, the impact on youthful offenders 
and recidivism rates across NC.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD 12/3
The change was long and destructively overdue, but earlier this week, North Carolina state law officially changed so that all 
16 and 17-year olds are no longer automatically treated as adults in the criminal justice system.  In finally raising the age of 
adult jurisdiction to 18, North Carolina joined all 49 other states in acknowledging the scientifically proven fact that the 
human brain is simply not developed sufficiently in 17 and 18 years old to meet the definition of adulthood. This is not to say 
that the new law is soft. Sixteen and 17 years old accused of serious felonies can still be tried and sentenced as adults under 
many circumstances. It is to say, however, that North Carolina will dramatically reduce the number of kids being 
permanently branded with criminal records merely because they stole some sneakers or got in a fight at school. What’s more, 
thanks to some new appropriations, juvenile justice officials will have new resources to provide these kids the services they 
need to turn their lives around. The new law is one of the best the state has produced in years.
RECORDED PSA, TEXTING & DRIVING – DRIVE BLIND, 10/26-12/30/19, 145, 30-SEC SPOTS; Texting and driving is 
dangerous – that is a fact. Americans are highly aware of and concerned about the issue. More than nine in ten Americans 
believe sending (94%) and reading (91%) texts while driving is dangerous or very dangerous. There have been many efforts 
to educate and convey the potential consequences of texting and driving using scare tactics or preachy messaging. And, while 
research shows that people are convinced that the behavior is dangerous, they are still doing it. In order to address the 
disconnect between awareness and behavior, the Texting and Driving Prevention campaign aims to go beyond showing 
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people the potential crashes and gruesome end results. Instead, PSAs address the fact that individuals are personally engaging 
in a behavior that they know is dangerous and remind young adults 16-34 that no one is special enough to text and drive.


