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WRAL-FM, Raleigh, NC (101.5)
QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ISSUES

AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS
2nd Quarter 2019

The following is a list of issues and concerns for Second Quarter 2019 (April, May & June), and addressed in Public Affairs 
Programming, Public Service Announcements, and special programming on WRAL-FM.

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION

4. “OBAMACARE” (AFFORDABLE CARE ACT)/HEALTH INSURANCE/HEALTH

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS

6. IMMIGRATION

7. OPIOID ISSUES/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING

8. YOUTH

9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE

This report was placed in the Public Inspection file on     July 5, 2019
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

During April, May & June 2019, WRAL-FM broadcast 11 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays from 6-7am.

‘ON THE RECORD’, produced by WRAL-TV is a 30-minute local interview program with TV-5 news anchor, 
David Crabtree and/or Brad Johansen, discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State, Sundays, 6am-6:30am.

‘NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD is a 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air 
Sundays, 6:30am-7am.

NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD :55 Mon-Thurs, 6pm News and 2-min, Fri., 6pm News

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) Recorded PSA’s are :15, :30 or :60 
in length.

AMBER ALERTS
The NC Amber Alert System is a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information about abducted children.  Mix 
101.5 broadcasts Amber Alerts received from the NC Center for Missing Persons.

NC LOTTERY
WRAL-FM airs one Problem Gambling PSA for every NC Lottery commercial scheduled on the station.

NEWSBREAKS, Mon-Fri
60-Sec, 6am, 6:30am, 7am, 7:30am, 8am & 8:30am
60-Sec, 4pm & 5pm
6-6:30pm (simulcast – TV newscast)
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SPECIAL EVENTS

April
4/27/19 – 20th Annual SPCA K9-3K Dog Walk & Woofstock

May
5/4/19 – The Junior League of Raleigh Touch-a-Truck

June
6/1/19 – Easter Seals Walk With Me 1k
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Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, church 
and other organizations.  Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) for 
comments/opinions of community leaders, in an effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns.

2nd QUARTER ISSUES:

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
North Carolina last raised its state minimum wage in 2008, when it increased $0.70, from $6.55 to $7.25 per hour.
North Carolina’s state minimum wage will remain at the federal level for the foreseeable future due to a lack of bipartisan 
legislative support for a statewide increase.
The increase is needed to restore the minimum wage to its original purpose — the minimum needed to meet basic needs for 
food, housing and transportation.
North Carolina needs an economy that works for all and ensures broadly shared prosperity.
Hundreds of representatives of companies and trade groups are warning President Donald Trump that carrying out his plan to 
impose tariffs on $300 billion more in Chinese imports will hurt consumers’ pocketbooks and hamper business growth.
One of the President Trump’s most prominent policy actions since taking office has been to raise tariffs, which carry 
significant negative ramifications for the U.S. economy. Trade barriers such as tariffs increase the cost of both consumer and 
producer goods and depress the economic benefits of competition, inhibiting economic growth.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
The State Board of Elections wants to know who owns a trio of companies vying to sell voting equipment to counties across 
North Carolina, and the board delayed a long-pending decision Thursday to certify new machines; A constitutional 
amendment North Carolina voters approved last fall to protect the rights of crime victims takes effect in less than three 
months, but lawmakers still haven't approved funding for it or provided law enforcement any guidance to implement it.
The oft-delayed switch from touchscreen voting machines to a system that leaves a paper trail in North Carolina could get 
pushed back again. Karen Brinson Bell, who took over last week as state elections director, has asked for another delay as 
officials conduct more thorough checks on potential vendors as part of a beefed-up election security effort.
At the General Assembly, a measure to require solar farm operators to recycle old components cleared a Senate committee, 
despite criticism that the bill was being rushed through and needed more work.
A partial repeal of the state's Certificate of Need regulations for proposed health care facilities and a bill allowing chronically 
ill and terminally ill people to experiment with adult stem cell treatments also passed committees.
a correction on the Senate bill that would allow people to purchase an unlimited number of handguns with a single permit 
from a local sheriff over a five-year period.

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
Some scientists point to underwater seagrasses as an important tool for protecting shorelines from hurricanes and other 
extreme weather events.
Wood-pellet production pollutes the air by creating volatile organic compounds - or VOCs - which have been linked to 
asthma, cardiovascular disease, lung disease and depression. 
Factory farms and other industrial farming practices are contributing to a climate catastrophe.
North Carolina is home to thousands of industrial hog operations and, according to the report, these types of factory farms are 
significantly contributing to greenhouse-gas emissions.
North Carolina has the second highest number of industrial hog farms in the country, and by some estimates there are more 
hogs in the state than people.
Managing the animal waste produced by factory farms is an ongoing problem. Most operations store hog feces in unlined pits 
before pouring the waste into nearby fields known as lagoons.
North Carolina, the damage to air and water quality from hog farms is concentrated in low-income rural communities and in 
communities of color, leaving these populations to bear the brunt of environmental and health consequences.
The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality ruled this week that Duke Energy must excavate its last coal 
impoundments in the state.
Concerns about coal ash and what Duke does with the sludge left over after coal is burned for fuel have been hot topics for 
years in the Tar Heel State.

4. HEALTH CARE/HEALTH INSURANCE
Memorial vigils were held across North Carolina last week to honor people who have suffered or died because they lacked 
health insurance.
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North Carolina is one of 14 states that have chosen not to accept federal dollars for Medicaid expansion. It's estimated that 
nearly a half million people, mostly uninsured adults, would become eligible for coverage if the state chose to expand the 
program.
An estimated 11% of North Carolinians are uninsured.  Among adults ages 19-64, an estimated 16% are uninsured.
The number of women of childbearing age in North Carolina who do not have health insurance is among the highest in the 
country.
In states that have expanded Medicaid, women are more likely to be insured, compared with states such as North Carolina 
that have not.
Overall, pregnancy-related deaths among U.S. women have increased over the past two-and-a-half decades, despite the fact 
that the United States spends more dollars on hospital maternity care than any other nation.

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
Research suggests that, on average, families need an income of about twice the federal poverty threshold to meet their basic 
needs.
In North Carolina, there are 1,200,255 families with 2,241,156 children.
Roxboro, unfortunately, ranks as the poorest place in North Carolina thanks to combination of low pay and a lack of jobs.
8,962 people, 73% were in emergency shelters or transitional housing, and 27% were unsheltered, meaning they were 
sleeping in locations not meant for human habitation such as park benches, vehicles, on the ground, etc. 33% were people in 
families with children, 67% were adults with no dependent children, and less than 1% were unaccompanied children. 
Emergency shelters play a key role in the housing crisis response system.
Rapid rehousing is a vital component in any housing crisis response system as it moves. Communities can make 
homelessness brief by quickly connecting individuals and families to financial assistance and services to stabilize in housing.

6. IMMIGRATION
Lawmakers pressed Wednesday for a state requirement that North Carolina sheriffs cooperate with federal immigration 
officials. Sheriffs in Wake, Durham, Orange and Mecklenburg counties have cut ties with ICE in recent months by ending 
participation in the 287(g) program that allows local law enforcement to check the immigration status of people arrested and 
by refusing to honor ICE detainers to hold people in jail for immigration agents, even if they had finished serving their 
sentences or had posted bond.
ICE detainers are voluntary, not mandatory, and some courts have said they violate the Constitution.
Nine out of 10 of everybody ICE arrested were either convicted criminals or pending criminal charges.
The number of migrant apprehensions at the U.S.-Mexico border was 132,887 in May, the highest monthly total in a decade. 
Many making the hazardous journey have been trying to escape poverty and violence in Honduras, Guatemala and El 
Salvador, and the U.S. has been pushing Mexico to crack down.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
North Carolina's clergy are gathering in cities across the state to talk about the opioid crisis. A recent survey found more than 
70 percent of clergy in North Carolina say their congregations have been affected by opioids.
more than 65% of clergy in North Carolina say they support harm-reduction methods such as needle exchanges and Law-
Enforcement Assisted Diversion, a program that allows police to take people using drugs to treatment centers instead of jail.
One of the primary concerns regarding e-cigarettes is that most contain nicotine — a highly addictive substance. Once you 
become dependent on nicotine, it’s extremely difficult to stop using it.
Juul's marketing practices are causing an "epidemic" among young people through "unfair and deceptive" marketing 
practices.

8. YOUTH
The rate of youth suicide in the state has nearly doubled over the previous decade. Suicide is now the second leading cause of 
death among youth ages 10-17 in North Carolina.
While children and families face multiple barriers to accessing health care, the foremost barrier is the lack of health 
insurance. In North Carolina, children who lack health insurance are more likely to forgo or delay medical care and have less 
access to health care services. One in every 11 children in North Carolina (9.4%) is uninsured.
At-risk children (such as those from low-income families or with disabilities or limited English proficiency) often show the 
greatest gains in cognitive, language, and social skills.
Juul's use among teens is higher than Juul's supposed targeted demographic. He said that's probably because of marketing 
practices aimed at young people, such as using "fruit and dessert-like flavors that serve to entice children to the product."
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Close to half a million North Carolina children now live in poverty, and serious racial and ethnic disparities persist, according 
to the Kids Count report. Black and Latinx children in North Carolina are more likely to live in areas of concentrated poverty, 
and in families that spend more than 30 percent of their monthly income on housing.

9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS
A fatal shooting at a college campus was on protesters' minds Wednesday at a North Carolina teacher rally, adding a somber 
note to a demonstration in support of overhauling the state's education priorities.
North Carolina has seen a boom in its youth population, with 2.3 million children currently living in the state, but "greater 
investments must be made to programs that promote children’s health and development, school success, and family financial 
stability, such as expanding access to early childhood education.”
16 measures of child well-being in four categories, ranking states from 1 to 50. North Carolina ranks 31st in economic well-
being, 22nd in education, 28th in health and 36th in family and community. North Carolina ranks 33rd in overall child well-
being.

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
The case of North Carolinian Charles Ray Finch, 81, released last month after more than 40 years in prison for a 1976 murder 
he did not commit, spotlights some of the problems with death-penalty convictions.
North Carolina legislators are pushing for reforms to make it easier for people to expunge nonviolent criminal offenses from 
their records.
"Second Chance Act" - would clear nonviolent misdemeanor and low-level felony convictions. It would also automatically 
erase records of criminal charges that were acquitted or dismissed.
A criminal record remains a top barrier to finding employment, particularly for people of color.
Although North Carolina provides crime victims certain rights by law, Marsy's Law gives the right to be notified of court 
proceedings and the right to be heard at those hearings to victims of a wider variety of assaults or felony property crimes who 
request notification. It also expands those rights for cases involving juvenile defendants.

https://www.wral.com/-marsy-s-law-would-expand-court-notice-requirements-for-victims/17644879/
https://www.wral.com/-marsy-s-law-would-expand-court-notice-requirements-for-victims/17644879/
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2nd QUARTER PROGRAMS:

1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 2
Republican legislators like to boast that our state is in the midst of an economic boom, but here’s the hard truth:
North Carolina is: 

 Is still not providing a job to everyone who wants to work, 
 still has fewer people employed as a share of the population than before the Great Recession, 
 still remains challenged by persistently high and concentrated poverty, 
 and still is among the least economically mobile states in the country.

What’s more, none of this is because our state budget is too big or our taxes are too high on rich people. Indeed, the opposite 
is true – North Carolina continues to struggle unnecessarily because we invest far too little in core public services and 
structures. Now, unfortunately, state Senate leader Phil Berger and House Speaker Tim Moore are doubling down on this 
failed strategy. They’ve proposed a new budget that would spend almost $6 billion less than the state’s 45 year average. This 
simply won’t do. North Carolina deserves a budget that raises revenue necessary to meet the needs of a growing state. Berger 
and Moore’s proposal fails this critical test.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 5
There are a lot of data that demonstrate how out of whack and absurdly divided the modern American economy has become 
between the haves and have nots, but consider this number: If the federal minimum wage – which is currently $7.25 per hour 
– had increased since 1985 as fast as annual bonus pay on Wall Street, it would now stand at $33.51 per hour. Perhaps we 
shouldn’t be surprised by this since the average CEO pay last year at the top five U.S. investment banks was $24.7 million. 
Of course, as crazy and unjust as these numbers are, the unfairness is even worse for women and people of color. American 
women have to work more than 15 months to make what their male counterparts make in 12. The situation is even worse for 
Black, Native American, and Latinx women. The bottom line: Our unjust economy didn’t occur naturally or by accident. It’s 
the result of centuries of discrimination in the workplace and decades of failure by elected officials to stand up for workers. 
All caring and thinking people should demand action to repair it.
PA Block for 4/7/19
News and Views
Guest:  Allan Freyer of the Workers’ Rights Project & C.C. Croxton of the National Domestic Workers Alliance
Summary: Allan discusses the growing movement to raise NC’s obsolete minimum wage.  Proposed legislation would raise 
the state’s minimum wage from $7.25 to $15 by 2024.
PA Block for 4/21/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Budget & Tax Center public policy analyst, Brian Kennedy
Summary: Brian talks on the Living Income Standard and what it really takes to escape poverty in NC.
PA Block for 6/9/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Budget & Tax Center Economist, Dr. Patrick McHugh
Summary: Member of the NC House and Senate have passed their respective $23.9 billion budgets, and now it’s up to budget 
conferees to work out a compromise to send to Gov. Roy Cooper, Mr. McHugh discusses the tax cuts in the legislative 
proposal as well as funding levels for education and how NC’s labor market is faring compared to other states.  McHugh also 
weighs in on the trade tariffs the Trump administration is set to impose next week against Mexico in an attempt to control the 
border.  Topics discussed:  the economy, education, wages, trade and consumer spending.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 24
There are a lot of data that demonstrate how out of whack and absurdly divided the modern American economy has become 
between the haves and have nots, but consider this number: If the federal minimum wage – which is currently $7.25 per hour 
– had increased since 1985 as fast as annual bonus pay on Wall Street, it would now stand at $33.51 per hour. Perhaps we 
shouldn’t be surprised by this since the average CEO pay last year at the top five U.S. investment banks was $24.7 million.
Of course, as crazy and unjust as these numbers are, the unfairness is even worse for women and people of color. American 
women have to work more than 15 months to make what their male counterparts make in 12. The situation is even worse for 
Black, Native American, and Latinx women.
RECORDED PSA, NC TRAVEL & TOURISM, 4/1-6/30/19, 36, 60-SEC SPOTS; Whether you’re looking for adventure or 
relaxation, mountains or beaches, the rhythm of city life or the tranquility of nature, you’ll find it all in NC.  The tourism 
section of the Division of Tourism, Film, and Sports Development works to develop and promote NC as a primary travel 
destination.  Key focus areas include consumer advertising and promotions, public relations strategies designed to garner 
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positive media attention about travel opportunities within the state, promotion of group travel, and recruitment of sporting 
events into the state.
RECORDED PSA, ENERGY EFFICIENCY, 4/1-6/30/19, 35, 60 SEC SPOTS; The campaign aims to reach homeowners 
who are looking for ways to save money. The PSAs demonstrate that by taking energy efficient actions in the home, 
homeowners can save money by reducing their energy bill.  PSA encourages homeowners to save energy by taking simple 
but effective actions around the home. For example, homeowners who turn back their thermostat 10 - 15 degrees for eight 
hours a day, wash their laundry in cold water, and make sure their water heater is set to 120 degrees can save money on their 
cooling and heating bills.

2. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES
PA Block for 4/7/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Policy Watch Courts & Law reporter, Melissa Boughton
Summary: Melissa discusses her visit to the US Supreme Court to hear arguments in NC’s historic gerrymandering case.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 25
The U.S. House Subcommittee on Elections held an important field hearing in North Carolina last week on a subject too long 
ignored by congressional leaders in Washington – voting rights.   At the hearing, a group of experts explained how the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 2013 action striking down section 5 of the Voting Rights Act has unleashed a torrent of voter suppression 
laws, including North Carolina’s infamous “Monster Voting Law” that sought to require voter ID, limit early voting, end 
same-day registration and pre-registration for teenagers and erect other voting roadblocks.     As Senator Dan Blue of Raleigh 
pointed in his testimony, the great irony here is that it’s the election fraud of the kind that Republican operatives perpetrated 
in the 9th congressional district race that’s the real challenge here and elsewhere, not voter fraud of the kind targeted by voter 
suppression laws.  Law professor Irving Joyner said it best when he testified that “Voting is of the most fundamental 
significance in our constitutional structure. Other rights, even the most basic, are illusory if the right to vote is undermined.”
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 2
Republican lawmakers in the North Carolina House are rolling out their version of a new state budget this week and sadly, 
it‘s coming up way short in some critically important areas.  
Here are three: Number One, the proposal would maintain North Carolina’s arbitrarily low level of public investments. 
Despite being a fast-growing state, the proposals keep spending at a 45-year low as a share of the economy -- a fact that 
greatly inhibits essential investments in education, infrastructure, and health – factors that are critical to economic growth.  
Two – the proposal worsens the state’s upside-down tax code that asks almost twice as much from people with low and fixed 
incomes than it does from millionaires.  Three, the proposal fails to address a host of pressing needs like affordable health 
care; high quality childcare; and infrastructure that connects communities to economic growth opportunities. The bottom line: 
North Carolina has the tools and resources to both overcome the economic, racial and geographic divides that plague it and 
build an economy that works for all. Unfortunately, the House budget proposal does no such thing.  
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 6
One of the most important political events of the year will take place tomorrow when opponents of political gerrymandering 
descend on the state Legislative Building. As you’re no doubt well aware by now, gerrymandering – the destructive process 
whereby state legislators rig electoral maps to guarantee the results they want – is out of control in North Carolina. With the 
advent of modern digital technology, Republican lawmakers have been able to draw maps in which the outcomes of most 
congressional and legislative races are literally pre-determined – usually to the benefit of the GOP.
In other states, gerrymandering rigs things for Democrats. In either case, gerrymandering is a grave threat to Democratic 
government. There’s a chance that federal and state courts could declare partisan gerrymandering as unconstitutional, but 
even absent such action, there’s a growing push to get legislatures to enact new laws that turnover political map drawing to 
nonpartisan commissions.
Tomorrow in Raleigh, advocates from Common Cause and other good government groups will lobby North Carolina 
lawmakers for just such a commonsense solution. Let’s hope the event is a tremendous success. To learn more visit 
commoncasue.org/northcarolina.
ON THE RECORD – 6/2/19
The Senate offers a much different spending plan that the House.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 5
It’s good that lots of Americans have come to understand the evils of political gerrymandering, but the word 
“gerrymandering” is much too polite to describe the actions of the Trump administration. Trump and his allies aren’t, as the 
word gerrymandering implies, just using their elbows and creativity to gain a little extra edge come Election Day; they are, 
quite literally, subverting the Constitution and the fundamentals of our democracy.   The latest damning evidence of this 
comes from the recent revelation that the idea of adding a question on immigration status to the 2020 Census can be traced to 
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Republican map drawing guru, Thomas Hofeller. Hofeller’s purpose wasn’t just to intimidate immigrants; it was he said, 
quite literally, to harm the political power of Latino communities and to aid, quote “Republicans and Non-Hispanic 
Whites.”This is big and dangerous stuff – the kind of conspiratorial behavior that threatens the Constitution and the 
legitimacy of our government. Let’s hope the Supreme Court, which is reviewing the Census question, sees this new 
evidence for what it is: A blatant attempt to rig a constitutional mandate and undermine our democracy.
ON THE RECORD – 6/8/19
Five people vying to be the next mayor of Raleigh talked issues and priorities.
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Senator Wiley Nickel
Summary: It’s crunch time in the NC General Assembly, and Senator Nickel joins us to discuss what’s likely to happen next 
in negotiating a $23.9 billion state budget.  Nickel also discusses climate change and green energy policies.

3. ENVIRONMENT/GLOBAL WARMING/CONSERVATION
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 3 
There was some excellent environmental news this week when the Cooper administration issued a long-overdue directive to 
Duke Energy to excavate the last of its dangerous coal ash pits. 
Over the decades, Duke has accumulated millions of tons of coal ash – much of it sitting in leaking, unlined landfills near the 
electric power plants where it was produced. The ash is dangerous – both because of the massive spills that can occur and 
because the water that leaches out of it is often chock full of toxic chemicals.  Southern Environmental Law Center attorney 
Frank Holleman called DEQ’s decision, “one of the most important statements in our state’s history. “It’s refreshing,” he 
said, “that we have a DEQ and a governor putting the public interest and clean water first, even in the face of a very powerful 
corporation.” This week’s decision isn’t the end of the discussion, of course. It will take years to move the ash to dry, lined 
landfills, and you can bet Duke will try to stick ratepayers with the bill, but, for now, the decision is a great first step.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 29
A recent investigation by NC Policy Watch Environmental reporter Lisa Sorg made some disturbing findings about the 
prevalence of a cancer-causing chemical in North Carolina.  Sorg’s report, “Unregulated, untested and unknown” revealed 
that a giant international plastics manufacturer with a plant near Fayetteville had shipped sludge containing dangerously high 
amounts of a carcinogen known as 1,4 Dioxane to a facility that makes compost in Sampson County. The compost produced 
at the Sampson facility goes on to become soil builder or fill, destined for gardens and farms, roads, parks and even 
playgrounds.  To make matters worse, 1,4 Dioxane is easily dissolved in water and can readily find its way into rivers, 
streams and drinking water supplies. This situation needs to be addressed by federal and state regulators right away. Not only 
should they quickly adopt enforceable limits on how much 1,4 Dioxane is safe, but they must also require companies that 
produce the chemical in their waste to properly dispose of it and guarantee that they’re not shipping it to compost facilities or 
locations where it can easily impact humans.
PA Block for 5/12/19
News and Views
Guest:  Grady McCallie of the NC Conversation Network
Summary: Mr. McCallie discusses ‘forever chemicals’ and the growing list of environmental threats that confront our state.
ON THE RECORD – 6/2/19
Hurricane season has begun.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 11
If there’s a single most important function of government, it’s to protect public health and safety. Tragically, in 2019, the 
state legislature is failing miserably on this front – in particular when it comes to protecting North Carolinians from toxic 
chemicals. The latest disturbing evidence can be found in the proposed state budget recently approved by the North Carolina 
Senate. Despite numerous incidents around the state in which scientists have found dangerous substances known as emerging 
contaminants – in our water and soil and even in humans – the proposed budget for the state Department of Environmental 
Quality does virtually nothing to tackle the problem. As a frustrated state Senator Mike Woodard pointed out, the budget 
provides no new money for emerging contaminants, eliminates seven water quality positions and does nothing to upgrade a 
critical water testing lab that hasn’t been upgraded in more than 20 years.
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Senator Wiley Nickel
Summary: It’s crunch time in the NC General Assembly, and Senator Nickel joins us to discuss what’s likely to happen next 
in negotiating a $23.9 billion state budget.  Nickel also discusses climate change and green energy policies.
News and Views
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Guest:  Rep. Billy Richardson, Cumberland County Representative
Summary: Rep. Richardson discusses the battle over Medicaid expansion and his idea for allowing Democrats and 
Republicans to solve the budget divide and sharply increase funding for our public schools.  Richardson also talks about the 
need for more funding for reducing emerging contaminants in our public waters.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 19
It’s increasingly clear that climate change is not just a problem, but a dire and moral crisis for humanity. From the destructive 
storms, flooding, droughts and fires afflicting more and more regions of our state, nation and planet, to the melting polar ice 
caps and rising oceans to massive species die offs, the impacts of carbon pollution and rising global temperatures threaten life 
on earth as we know it.  Fortunately, all hope is not lost. As Kenneth Kimmell, President of the Union of Concerned 
Scientists told a large, enthusiastic and interfaith audience at a Raleigh church last week, humans have the knowledge, 
technology and the resources to slow global warming in the coming decades to an acceptable and livable level that will allow 
our children and grandchildren to survive and thrive. There is, however, no time to waste. The more we delay when it comes 
to transitioning to a non-carbon-based energy economy, the lower our chances of success and survival quickly become. 
Let’s hope last week’s event, which brought together scientists and faith leaders from across our state, helps flip the policy 
switch in North Carolina.  
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 28
Scientists have released some new and frightening data about the astounding cost that the climate crisis will have right here in 
North Carolina. In a report entitled “High Tide Tax: The Price to Protect Coastal Communities from Rising Seas,” the Center 
for Climate Integrity, a nonprofit based in Washington, DC,  provides rankings of the estimated costs to adapt to sea level rise 
by state, city, county, and congressional district. Not surprisingly, most of eastern North Carolina comes in near the top of the 
list. The 3rd Congressional District, for example, which includes most of the coastal counties, ranked first in the nation in 
costs to build hundreds of miles of sea walls: $28 billion. All told, North Carolina is looking at a total tab of more than $34 
billion over the coming decades – and that’s just for sea walls. The analysis doesn’t include the costs of addressing public 
health, heat waves, drought or severe storms associated with climate change.
RECORDED PSA, KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL—4/1-6/28/19, 33, 30 SEC SPOTS, Creating a country where every 
community is a clean, green and beautiful place to live starts with people taking individual responsibility and collective 
action. Keep America Beautiful extends the reach of our initiatives and multiplies the impact of our actions through 
partnerships with an array of organizations. Developing public-private-civic partnerships has been a common thread 
throughout our history and is an essential ingredient of our heritage. Keep America Beautiful gratefully acknowledges the 
corporations, nonprofits, educational organizations, associations, government agencies and others whose financial support, 
sponsorships, employee engagement and in-kind contributions significantly advance our mission and make our work 
possible. 
RECORDED PSA, CONSUMER TECH RECYCLING—4/1-6/30/19, 47, 60 SEC SPOTS; We match our passion for 
innovation with our commitment to sustainability. From improving energy efficiency to reducing e-waste, the consumer 
technology industry has made remarkable strides in recent years. Providing consumers, the tools they need to live a greener 
lifestyle and make smarter technology choices is an integral part of our commitment. Simply knowing how much energy your 
favorite gadget uses and where to recycle can go a long way. Explore tips to live green, buy green and recycle responsibly all 
year-round.
RECORDED PSA, NC 811—CALL BEFORE YOU DIG, 4/3-6/30/19, 22, 30 SEC SPOTS; Since 1978 North Carolina 811 
has provided you a fast and easy communications link with your local utility providers. You give us information about your 
excavation, we transmit the information to the utilities and then they send out locators to mark your underground lines for 
FREE.  So, remember, call 811 or 1-800-632-4949 three working days before you plan on digging.

4. HEALTH CARE/HEALTH INSURANCE
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 11
Despite years of unnecessary obstruction, North Carolina seems to be inching, ever so slowly, in the direction of expanding 
eligibility for Medicaid health insurance under the terms of the Affordable Care Act. Gov. Cooper has made expansion a top 
policy priority in 2019 and now some GOP lawmakers have gotten on board. Unfortunately, even as the prospect of Medicaid 
expansion grows more politically feasible, some lawmakers want to require newly eligible low-income people to pay 
premiums and/or meet work requirements in order to enroll in the program. Indeed, a new Senate proposal would impose 
work requirements on existing Medicaid recipients. Let’s hope these proposals – however well intended – don’t get far. 
Before they were struck down by a federal court, work requirements in Arkansas proved highly bureaucratic and their 
complex reporting requirements ended up costing thousands of people their benefits – even those who were working. 
Charging premiums to low-income people who can’t afford them has proved similarly wasteful and inefficient in other states. 
PA Block for 4/14/19
News and Views
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Guest:  National Health Policy expert, Adam Searing
Summary: Adam discusses why it’s long past time for NC to join the majority of states and close the Medicaid coverage gap.  
Searing of Georgetown University also discusses President Trump’s latest promise to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
PA Block for 4/28/19
News and Views
Guest:  Erica Palmer Smith, Director of Care4Carolina
Summary: Erica is with Care4Carolina, a statewide coalition of over 40 organizations dedicated to closing the state’s health 
insurance coverage gap.
News and Views
Guest:  Jason Husser, Director of the Elon Poll
Summary: Mr. Husser examines the fears of North Carolinians – everything from snakes to unemployment to the high cost of 
health care.  We also discussed how North Carolinians feel about the latest crop of Presidential hopefuls.
PA Block for 5/5/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC State Budget Director, Charles Perusse
Summary: As the NC House gets close to finalizing their budget bill this week, we’re joined by Mr. Perusse.  Perusse 
discusses NC’s remarkable growth and the need for greater investment in our public schools, community colleges, and 
universities.  Perusse also discusses why this is the year to expand Medicaid and close the coverage gap.
News and Views
Guest:  Deby Dihoff and Michelle Laws of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI-NC)
Summary: These women discuss our state’s daunting mental health needs and some initiatives policymakers ought to be 
making a priority.  Other issues discussed: depression, housing, youth suicide and Medicaid expansion.
PA Block for 5/12/19
News and Views
Guest:  Morgan Wittman Gramann, Director of the NC Alliance for Health
Summary: Morgan discusses a new study on food deserts and “Supporting Health Food Access in North Carolina.”  More 
than 2 million NC residents, including nearly half a million children, live in communities underserved by grocery stores,” 
said Morgan, which led the Task Force’s work. “This lack of access to nutritious, affordable food is taking big toll on both 
rural and urban parts of our state, impacting their revitalization and the health of our children and families,” she said
PA Block for 5/19/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Senator Valerie Foushee
Summary: Senator Foushee discusses Medicaid expansion, redistricting reform, education funding and student activism at 
UNC.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 24
With Memorial Day fast approaching, here’s another critical reason that state lawmakers simply must close the state’s health 
coverage gap by expanding Medicaid – what it would mean to veterans and their families. We all like to say that we are 
grateful to our military vets and their families for their sacrifices, but when it comes to health care, North Carolina is letting 
these neighbors down by not closing the coverage gap, and providing access to the high-quality, affordable health care they 
need and deserve. While most vets are eligible for VA benefits, around 30,000 uninsured veterans in North Carolina (along 
with an additional 23,000 uninsured military spouses and children) aren’t.
12,000 of these veterans fall into the coverage gap. Not surprisingly, many of these vets struggle with an array of serious 
challenges, including mental health problems that have led to disturbingly high rates of suicide. Happily, it doesn’t have to be 
this way. In the states that have already closed the coverage gap, the rate of uninsured veterans is significantly lower and 
outcomes are better. North Carolina lawmakers need to get with the program.
PA Block for 5/26/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Representative Susan Fisher
Summary: State Rep. Fisher talks about the shortcomings in the House budget related to education spending, a new bill to 
help homeless youth in NC, and why the Medicaid debate may keep lawmakers in Raleigh well into the fall.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 3
Republican legislative leaders have advanced a lot of lame arguments in defense of their stubborn refusal to close the state’s 
health insurance gap by expanding Medicaid eligibility under the Affordable Care Act, but, last week, Senate leader Phil 
Berger really took the cake. In explaining his decision not to include Medicaid expansion in the Senate’s proposed state 
budget, Berger made the ridiculous claim that providing access to affordable health insurance coverage would create a 
disincentive for uninsured people to work. Please. Most of the people in question are already working and can’t get or afford 
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insurance now. How in the world would having insurance encourage them to quit their jobs? They still need money to live 
on. And more to the point, who made Berger the morality police chief with the right to decide who is and isn’t worthy of 
having health insurance? 
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rep. Billy Richardson, Cumberland County Representative
Summary: Rep. Richardson discusses the battle over Medicaid expansion and his idea for allowing Democrats and 
Republicans to solve the budget divide and sharply increase funding for our public schools.  Richardson also talks about the 
need for more funding for reducing emerging contaminants in our public waters.
RECORDED PSA, 2019 VICTORY RIDE, 4/1-5/17/19, 27, 30-SEC SPOTS.  May 18, 2019: The Victory Ride to Cure 
Cancer presented by Braswell Family Farms is a one-day charity cycling event set in the beautiful rolling hills of the greater 
Raleigh, N.C., area. The Ride will start and end on NC State University's Centennial Campus, near downtown Raleigh. The 
2019 Victory Ride is your opportunity to be part of something big. Join us as we go the distance in the fight against cancer, 
united in making a difference. 100% of rider-raised funds benefits cancer research. The V Foundation funds research at 
world-class facilities where critical discoveries about cancer are made. When you raise funds for the Victory Ride, the 
majority of proceeds will be awarded in North Carolina.
RECORDED PSA, AUTISM SPEAKS WALK 2019, 4/1-4/6/19, 12, 30-SEC SPOTS.  
Autism Speaks Walk is powered by the love of parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, relatives and support providers for 
people with autism. With every step you take and every dollar you raise, you help enhance lives today and accelerate a 
spectrum of solutions for tomorrow.
RECORDED PSA, MOVEMBER PSA, 4/1-6/30/19, 31, 30-SEC SPOTS.  The Movember Foundation is the only global 
charity focused solely on men’s health. The Foundation raises funds to deliver innovative, breakthrough research and support 
programs that enable men to live happier, healthier, and longer lives. Awareness and fundraising activities are run year-round 
by the Foundation, with the annual Movember campaign being globally recognized for its fun, disruptive approach to 
fundraising and getting men to take action for their health.  During Movember, men are challenged to grow a moustache, and 
men and women can be physically active and move or host a fundraising event. Not only do these commitments raise vital 
funds, they also generate powerful and often life-changing conversations.  Millions have joined the movement to disrupt the 
status quo, raising $769M and funding over 1,200 projects focused on prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health and 
suicide prevention.
RECORDED PSA, CROHNS DISEASE, ESCAPE THE STALL, 4/1-6/30/19, 29, 30-SEC SPOTS. How do you raise 
awareness for something nobody wants to discuss? Nearly 1 in 200 Americans suffers from Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
(IBD). IBD encompasses ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease. And it can affect anyone—children, teenagers, adults, men 
and women alike. The toll is both physical and emotional, but people who are affected are reluctant to talk about it.  But we 
believe that it's time to help people. The Crohn's & Colitis Foundation of America was created to help those with IBD cope 
and to find a cure. But we can't do it without your help. This campaign features award-winning actress Amy Brenneman, a 
former IBD sufferer and proud supporter of CCFA.  The campaign showcases the feet of everyday people and characters 
where they spend far too much time: in bathroom stalls. The goal of this effort is to tackle this rarely talked-about condition 
with a somewhat lighthearted approach. With your help, we can bring IBD out of the shadows and help those afflicted with 
IBD get out of the bathroom and get on with their lives. Whether they are a carpenter, a runner, a bride, or a well-known 
actress, people with IBD can't wait.
RECORDED PSA, AMERICAN MIGRAINE FOUNDATION, 4/1-6/29/19, 48, 30-SEC SPOTS. “For more than 90% of 
those affected, it interferes with education, career and social activities, yet many people don’t get the help they need. Move 
Against Migraine mobilizes patients to become self-advocates to live healthy and fulfilling lives, and inspire support for 
research that will lead to safe and more effective treatments. ”Move Against Migraine aims to help individuals learn more 
about migraine and treatment options, as well as assist them in finding help by accessing migraine experts and resources. 
Additionally, the initiative connects individuals with others in the community living with migraine, as well as doctors and 
researchers in the field. It integrates advertising, public relations, social and digital media, as well as radio and television 
public service announcements. The imagery of the initiative is boldly conveyed through original and compelling artwork. “As 
someone who suffered in silence for years from migraine, I am grateful for the creative spirit behind the Move Against 
Migraine initiative,” said Lisa Jacobson, a migraine patient, founder of The Daily Migraine online support group, and AMF 
board member. “The imagery provides a candid depiction of how I and so many others feel during a migraine attack, and it 
helps illustrate the reality of the migraine experience for friends and family.” For those impacted by migraine, resources and 
tools about AMF and Move Against Migraine can be found at www.americanmigrainefoundation.org.
RECORDED PSA, HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, 4/1-6/30/19, 36, 60 SEC SPOTS; maintaining healthy blood pressure is a 
vital component of cardiovascular health. Untreated high blood pressure puts adults at high risk for stroke and heart attack. 
Unfortunately, approximately 78 million Americans–one in three adults–have high blood pressure. And only half of these 

https://www.americanmigrainefoundation.org
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individuals have their condition under control.  Education and support can help millions of Americans avoid the serious and 
often fatal consequences of high blood pressure. That’s why the Ad Council, in partnership with the American Heart 
Association and American Stroke Association, launched a public service advertising campaign to increase awareness of the 
debilitating, potentially fatal consequences of living with uncontrolled high blood pressure.  The multimedia campaign, 
created by UWG, includes television, radio, print and web PSAs. They depict a personified human heart, fed up with the 
pressure it has to endure, delivering an ultimatum to the person living with high blood pressure: Take steps to improve your 
health or I will quit.  Viewers are then encouraged to get their own blood pressure under control and directed 
to Heart.org/BloodPressure to learn how to take healthy steps to get there.

5. (UN)EMPLOYMENT/POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS
PA Block for 4/21/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Budget & Tax Center public policy analyst, Brian Kennedy
Summary: Brian talks on the Living Income Standard and what it really takes to escape poverty in NC.
PA Block for 4/28/19
News and Views
Guest:  ACLU-NC Attorney Cristina Becker
Summary: Ms. Becker discusses a new report that details how high court fines and fees are disproportionately impacting low-
income North Carolinians.
News and Views
Guest:  Jason Husser, Director of the Elon Poll
Summary: Mr. Husser examines the fears of North Carolinians – everything from snakes to unemployment to the high cost of 
health care.  We also discussed how North Carolinians feel about the latest crop of Presidential hopefuls.
PA Block for 5/5/19
News and Views
Guest:  Deby Dihoff and Michelle Laws of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI-NC)
Summary: These women discuss our state’s daunting mental health needs and some initiatives policymakers ought to be 
making a priority.  Other issues discussed: depression, housing, youth suicide and Medicaid expansion.
PA Block for 5/12/19
News and Views
Guest:  Morgan Wittman Gramann, Director of the NC Alliance for Health
Summary: Morgan discusses a new study on food deserts and “Supporting Health Food Access in North Carolina.”  More 
than 2 million NC residents, including nearly half a million children, live in communities underserved by grocery stores,” 
said Morgan, which led the Task Force’s work. “This lack of access to nutritious, affordable food is taking big toll on both 
rural and urban parts of our state, impacting their revitalization and the health of our children and families,” she said
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 23
It may be hard to fathom, but here’s a remarkable fact to consider in 2019: large numbers of North Carolinians still lack 
access to the internet.  In rural parts of the state, 60% of low-income households lack access to broadband internet service. 
And the problem is not just a rural issue. Poor North Carolinians in large urban counties are less likely to have internet access 
than wealthy people in rural areas. As Dr. Patrick McHugh of the North Carolina Budget and Tax Center recently explained, 
the broadband internet divide represents a classic failure of the market economy and a big problem.
He notes the divide can become a self-reinforcing feedback loop for poverty. Without strong connectivity, students often 
struggle to complete their homework, a parent looking for work can’t search digital job boards, and senior citizens can’t use 
the internet to check in with their doctors. 
PA Block for 5/26/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Representative Susan Fisher
Summary: State Rep. Fisher talks about the shortcomings in the House budget related to education spending, a new bill to 
help homeless youth in NC, and why the Medicaid debate may keep lawmakers in Raleigh well into the fall.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 7
The Trump administration is out with yet another harmful proposed federal rule change. This one would make destructive 
alterations to the already inadequate federal poverty guideline. For more than half a century, the federal government has 
maintained an official definition of poverty that is used in making calculations in a number of areas – including eligibility for 
safety net programs like SNAP or Food Stamps. It’s long been widely understood that the official poverty line is inadequate. 
There’s no way, for instance that a family of four can really live on $25,000 a year. Now, however, Trump wants to get even 
stingier. The new rule change from the Office of Management and Budget would actually lower the inflation factor that’s 
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built into the guideline so that the rate would go up even more slowly than it already does. As a practical matter, this would 
mean that things like SNAP food assistance – a program that helps lift 3.4 million above the official poverty line – would be 
available to many less people in years to come. Federal officials should reject this cruel and destructive proposal.
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Amy Beros of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC
Summary: With many schools out for summer, it’s one of the most difficult times of the year for families who struggle with 
food insecurity.  Beros discusses filling the gap when free-and-reduced meals are not available from public schools.  Beros 
also discusses poverty, the federal SNAP program and the ongoing recovery in Eastern NC.
RECORDED PSA, HABITAT, 4/1-6/29/19, 39, 30-SEC SPOTS; Habitat for Humanity partners with people in your 
community, and all over the world, to help them build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat homeowners help build 
their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. With your support, Habitat homeowners achieve the 
strength, stability and independence they need to build a better life for themselves and for their families. Through our 2020 
Strategic Plan, Habitat for Humanity will serve more people than ever before through decent and affordable housing.
RECORDED PSA, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL, 4/1-6/30/19, 40, 30-SEC SPOTS; In the U.S., approximately 1 in 5 
children under the age of 18 live in poverty, shouldering more than they should have to. Communities In Schools works 
directly inside schools, building relationships that empower students to succeed inside and outside the classroom.
RECORDED PSA, GOODWILL – JOB TRAINING, 4/1-6/29/19, 37, 30-SEC SPOTS; Finding employment and building 
careers helps people earn paychecks and feel pride and independence. When people shop at Goodwill®, they help Goodwill 
provide the job training and other support services people need to earn jobs locally and care for their families. New PSAs 
showcase the variety of unique finds available at Goodwill stores and celebrate Goodwill shoppers, whose purchases help 
fund job skills training and more in their local communities. Goodwill shoppers are local heroes, who care about their 
communities and want to help their neighbors find jobs. This campaign celebrates both their style and their commitment to 
doing good. As the leading nonprofit provider of job training, career and community services, Goodwill uses the revenue 
earned from the sale of these goods to create job training and education, and to provide other community-based services such 
as child care, financial education, mentoring and more. In fact, collectively, more than 87 percent of the revenue spent at 
Goodwill stores is reinvested in community-based services including free resume preparation, career counseling, 
interviewing skills and many more. To learn how, visit www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
RECORDED PSA, FAIR HOUSING, 4/1-6/30/19, 38, 60 SEC SPOTS; The Fair Housing Act has two goals: to end housing 
discrimination and to promote diverse, inclusive communities. The second goal is referred to as Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing (AFFH), and it embodies our strongly held American values of fair access and equal opportunity. Diverse, inclusive 
communities with access to good jobs, schools, health care, transportation, and housing are crucial to our nation’s prosperity 
in the 21st century. A hard-learned lesson from the recent economic crisis is that when some of our communities are targeted 
for discriminatory practices, all of our communities are harmed. Our global competitiveness is challenged when all of our 
communities do not have the opportunity to succeed together.  The Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing provision was part 
of the Fair Housing Act when it was passed by Congress in 1968. Through that provision, Congress directed HUD to make 
sure that neither the agency itself, nor the cities, counties, states and public housing agencies it funds, discriminate in their 
programs. Further, Congress intended that HUD programs be used to expand housing choices and help make all 
neighborhoods places of opportunity, providing their residents with access to the community assets and resources they need 
to flourish. Unfortunately, too many jurisdictions have taken HUD funds but failed to fulfill their AFFH obligations. And for 
most of the 50 years since the passage of the Fair Housing Act, HUD has done little to correct this problem. In recent years, 
HUD increased oversight of its grantees’ fair housing compliance, and took steps to give them better tools to ensure they are 
connecting all of their residents to opportunity, regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, family status or 
disability.

6.  IMMIGRATION
PA Block for 5/19/19
News and Views
Guest:  Moises Serrano and William Saenz of El Pueblo
Summary: Moises and William discuss anti-immigrant legislation that would force local sheriffs to comply with federal ICE 
agents in detaining and arresting undocumented residents.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 28
It’s graduation season – a time in which we should be discussing all manner of inspiring stories about the accomplishments of 
young people and the power of education to erase barriers. Unfortunately, for thousands of immigrant kids who’ve attended 
school in our state for virtually their entire lives, higher education remains only an unaffordable dream. That’s because North 
Carolina refuses to follow the lead of numerous other states by allowing these taxpaying residents of our state access to in-

https://www.psacentral.org/campaign/www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome


15

state tuition.  Last week, dozens of young people showed up at the General Assembly to protest this policy. Unfortunately, 
thanks to the poisonous anti-immigrant stances of Donald Trump and his supporters on the far right, Republican lawmakers 
at the General Assembly are afraid to act – even though many of them know and privately say that we’re treating these young 
people unfairly.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 26
Conservative leaders at the North Carolina General Assembly are trying once again to advance legislation that would force 
local sheriffs to become accessories to Trump administration immigration enforcement activities.  The proposed bill would 
establish a system whereby sheriffs would be forced to work with local judicial officials to honor so-called “detainer 
requests” from ICE for people in their custody whom ICE thinks might be here without proper immigration papers. If they 
fail to cooperate, the sheriffs could actually be removed from office. In addition to serious constitutional issues, the bill poses 
large threats to public safety and, ultimately, human life. As crime victim advocates pointed out in a recent powerful letter to 
lawmakers, when immigrant communities lose faith in local law enforcement and come to see it as an arm of ICE, they 
greatly reduce the rate at which they report crimes and cooperate with local officers. This in turn, endangers public safety and 
ultimately puts innocent lives at risk – especially as law enforcement officials focus on immigration enforcement rather than 
more serious crimes.
RECORDED PSA, IMMIGRATION, 4/1-6/28/19, 30, 30-SEC SPOTS When you’re undocumented, you face a lot of 
discrimination, and that creates a lot of fear. At United We Dream, we transform that fear into finding your voice. We 
empower people to develop their leadership, their organizing skills, and to develop our own campaigns to fight for justice and 
dignity for immigrants and all people. This is achieved through immigrant youth-led campaigns at the local, state, and federal 
level.

7. OPIOID/ILLEGAL DRUG ISSUES/SMOKING/VAPING
RECORDED PSA, OPIOID ABUSE, 4/1-6/30/19, 52, 30 SEC-SPOTS; Opioid dependence can happen in just five days. 
Many young adults don’t know the power of opioids and can quickly become addicted to them. In fact, addiction isn’t limited 
to the people using just the illegal opioids, like heroin. Misuse of prescription opioids is a huge part of the opioid epidemic. 
Misuse includes people with a prescription not taking it as prescribed--taking too many pills at once, for example--or people 
without a prescription taking pills they get from a family medicine cabinet, friends, random strangers at a party or drug 
dealers selling pills illegally. And because of this, a lot of people are dying. In 2016, more than 42,000 people died of opioid 
overdoses in the U.S. New spots from truth® and the Ad Council aim to put an end to the opioid epidemic by showing the 
true stories of those who’ve gone to extreme lengths to get more opioids and a personal detox story. Learn the Truth About 
Opioids at opioids.thetruth.com.
RECORDED PSA, DRUG FREE KIDS, 4/1-6/30/19, 44, 60 SEC SPOTS; Driven by abuse of prescription painkillers, opioid 
addiction has soared in recent years, particularly among teens and young adults. Every day in the U.S., 2,500 youth (12- to 
17-year-olds) abuse a prescription pain reliever for the first time. An addiction to legally prescribed pain medication has led 
many people to heroin, a cheaper and more easily available alternative. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 45 percent of people who used heroin were also addicted to prescription opioid painkillers. Deaths from opioid 
abuse increased 248 percent between 2010 and 2014, with 78 Americans now dying every day from an opioid overdose.

8. YOUTH
PA Block for 5/5/19
News and Views
Guest:  Deby Dihoff and Michelle Laws of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI-NC)
Summary: These women discuss our state’s daunting mental health needs and some initiatives policymakers ought to be 
making a priority.  Other issues discussed: depression, housing, youth suicide and Medicaid expansion.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 10
State lawmakers are cooking up another problematic tool to privatize public education – they call it virtual Pre-Kindergarten. 
In plain English, that means they’re proposing to have four-year olds go to pre-school by looking at a computer – an idea 
veteran Mecklenburg County educator Justin Parmenter termed “horrendous.” As Parmenter rightfully observed, most of the 
advantages of a quality preschool education (learning how to communicate effectively with peers, how to work together to 
solve problems, how to share and wait for your turn, how to be independent, and how to be respectful toward peers and 
adults) require children to actually be in the presence of other people. Staring at a computer won’t get that done.  The saddest 
part of all of this is that North Carolina already knows how to do pre-K. Our existing programs have been nationally 
acclaimed for years. The only problem is that they don’t receive enough funding to serve all of the families who want and 
need them.
PA Block for 5/12/19
News and Views

https://opioids.thetruth.com/o/home
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Guest:  Morgan Wittman Gramann, Director of the NC Alliance for Health
Summary: Morgan discusses a new study on food deserts and “Supporting Health Food Access in North Carolina.”  More 
than 2 million NC residents, including nearly half a million children, live in communities underserved by grocery stores,” 
said Morgan, which led the Task Force’s work. “This lack of access to nutritious, affordable food is taking big toll on both 
rural and urban parts of our state, impacting their revitalization and the health of our children and families,” she said
PA Block for 5/26/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Representative Susan Fisher
Summary: State Rep. Fisher talks about the shortcomings in the House budget related to education spending, a new bill to 
help homeless youth in NC, and why the Medicaid debate may keep lawmakers in Raleigh well into the fall.
News and Views
Guest:  Sarah Ovaska-Few, NC Health News Investigative Reporter
Summary: The US is facing the largest number of measles cases in a single year, with 880 individual cases confirmed in 24 
states between Jan 1 and May 17, 2019.  Ms. Ovaska-Few reports on the rise in the number of toddlers in our state who are 
unvaccinated, raising the change of contracting measles and other illnesses.  She talks about the risks and what NC 
pediatricians are doing to minimize the risk of infection.
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Amy Beros of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC
Summary: With many schools out for summer, it’s one of the most difficult times of the year for families who struggle with 
food insecurity.  Beros discusses filling the gap when free-and-reduced meals are not available from public schools.  Beros 
also discusses poverty, the federal SNAP program and the ongoing recovery in Eastern NC.
RECORDED PSA, FATHERHOOD MOMENTS, 4/1-6/30/19, 45, 30-SEC SPOTS; About 1 out of every 2 working dads 
(48%) say they spend too little time with their kids and want to do a better job at parenting. Having an involved father 
significantly contributes to happier and healthier children, and this is true whether a father lives with his child or not. The 
campaign tagline “Make a moment. Dance Like a Dad” is part of an ongoing effort to encourage dads to play an active role in 
their children’s lives. Fathers and children are featured in the PSAs dancing with and alongside each other to show that the 
smallest moments can make the biggest difference. All PSAs direct audiences to visit https://www.fatherhood.gov/ for 
parenting tips, fatherhood programs, and other resources.
RECORDED PSA, SAVE THE CHILDREN, 4/1-6/29/19, 28, 60 SEC SPOTS; Save the Children believes every child 
deserves a healthy start in life. Our Healthy Choices program exposes children to healthier ways of living through physical 
activity, nutrition lessons and balanced food choices so they can be healthy and active in both learning and life. Eating well 
and being physically active at an early age helps children focus, improve attendance, boost academic performance and grow 
up to be healthy adults.
RECORDED PSA, ST. JUDES HOSPITAL, 4/1-6/30/19, 27, 60 SEC SPOTS; At St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, our 
mission is clear: Finding cures. Saving children. When you share our new PSAs, you’re helping St. Jude lead the way the 
world understands, treats and defeats childhood cancer and other life-threatening diseases. Because most of our funding 
comes from individual supporters, families never receive a bill from St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing or food—because 
all a family should worry about is helping their child live. And St. Jude freely shares the discoveries made, so every child 
saved at St. Jude means thousands more children can be saved around the world and in your community. St. Jude won’t stop 
until no child dies from cancer. You can help.
RECORDED PSA, YMCA – FOR A BETTER US, 4/1-6/30/19, 29, 30 SEC SPOTS; People need certain things to thrive.  
We need to eat well, stay safe, be active, spend time together, learn and grow.  Sadly, in an increasingly technological and 
polarized world, it’s not always easy to get what we need. Playing outside has become a rarity. Face time happens through a 
phone. And instead of seeing the income gap shrink, it seems all we do is watch it grow.
But where society falls short, the Y steps in.  Because, after 160 years of serving communities, the Y knows what we need to 
be our best selves. So, it gives us a place to play, to learn, to be healthy, to eat well and give back. It gives parents child care, 
young adults job training and children a safe place to go. Everything the Y does is in service of making us better.
For a better you. For a better community. For a better country.  For a better us.TM

RECORDED PSA, DRUG FREE KIDS, 4/1-6/30/19, 28, 30 SEC SPOTS; The Partnership for Drug-Free Kids and the 
National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) are committed to helping families struggling with substance use by empowering 
them with information, support and guidance. The Medicine Abuse Project is an action campaign to prevent half a million 
teens from starting to abuse medicine. Broadcasters can share these steps with audiences to help prevent abuse.

 Monitor: Take note of how many pills are in each prescription bottle in your home, especially medications 
prescribed to your teen. Keep track of refills. Make sure friends and relatives are also aware of the risks. Encourage 
them to regularly monitor their own medicines.

https://www.fatherhood.gov/
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 Secure: Take medicines, both prescription and over-the-counter, out of the medicine cabinet and secure in a safe 
place, such as a locked cabinet.

 Dispose: Discard expired or unused prescriptions and over-the-counter medicines. Participate in a safe drug-disposal 
program, such as a drug take-back day or a drug mail-back program. Broadcasters can direct audiences to the 
Partnership’s Medicine Abuse Project to learn more about the disposing of medicine and find a medicine take-back 
location near you.

 Talk With Your Kids About Medicine Abuse: Children who learn about the risks of drugs at home are at 
significantly less likely to use drugs than those who do not hear that critical message from parents. Broadcasters can 
encourage parents to use these strategies:

o Be clear that you do not condone taking medicine without your knowledge.
o Teach your teen to respect medicine.
o Make sure your teen understands the dangers.
o If your family has a history of substance use disorder, be clear that your teen is at a higher risk of 

developing a drug or alcohol problem.
o Remind your child that you are there for support and guidance.

9. EDUCATION/JOB SKILLS
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 9
State schools superintendent Mark Johnson held a big press conference last week to announce proposed legislation that 
would give each schoolteacher in the state $400 per year that they could use toward classroom supplies. Given that teachers 
already spend an average of $480 of their own money each year, that sounds great, right? Not surprisingly, however, there’s a 
catch. Johnson proposes to get the money for the new teacher stipend by stripping away around $40 million from local school 
district budgets.   Some deal, huh? North Carolina school funding is already significantly less per pupil than it was a decade 
ago. Funding for classroom supplies is down 55%. As 2017 state teacher of the year Lisa Godwin said when she figured out 
how the scheme would work and skipped Johnson’s event: “We’re already underfunded, period.” The bottom line: As is the 
case in so many other areas of education, the problem with funding for classroom supplies is not a lack of choice for teachers 
– it’s a lack of cash for schools. Lawmakers should reject Johnson’s scheme for the disingenuous shell game it is.  
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 16
Thousands of schoolteachers and education supporters are coming to Raleigh on May 1 as a follow-up to last year’s highly 
successful 35,000-person rally. And, not surprisingly, some of the chief architects of the funding cuts that have plagued our 
schools in recent years are less than excited about the idea. 
Senate leader Phil Berger distributed a statement last week in which he characterized the people behind the rally as quote “far 
left strike organizers” and “partisan activists” and then made all sorts of claims in which he attempted to portray himself and 
his fellow state house Republicans as big supporters of public schools. Here, however, are the facts: Despite the heroic 
sacrifices of thousands of educators, North Carolina public schools are hurting. That’s what happens when you cut per pupil 
funding, let go thousands of employees, and allow facilities to crumble and class sizes to soar.
The bottom line: Senator Berger can issue all of the statements he wants, but he’s dreaming if he thinks words on a page will 
convince educators to ignore the harsh reality, they see in their schools every day.        
PA Block for 4/21/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC Association of Educators, President Mark Jewell
Summary: Mr. Jewell talks on the upcoming May 1 march for public schools in Raleigh.  Issues discussed:  teach pay, school 
resources, teach retention, funding for school supplies and other infrastructure needs.
News and Views
Guest:  Kelly Tornow of the Center for Responsible Lending
Summary: Kelly discusses a new study on the shortcoming of for-profit colleges and the debt-load those students face versus 
those who attend traditional public four-year institutions.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 1
Blustering legislative leaders like North Carolina Senate leader Phil Berger may be spewing nonsense about today’s 
education rally in Raleigh and calling the organizers quote “far left strike organizers,” but the attacks couldn’t be more off-
base. The truth is that the courageous teachers behind today’s event are trying to save our public schools and to stand up for 
the kids to whom they’ve dedicated their professional lives. This fact was exemplified in an essay written earlier this week by 
a Wake County high school teacher who explained why teachers have made Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care 
Act one of their top demands in 2019.  It’s not because they would benefit personally – it’s because they know what 
expansion would mean for the families of hundreds of thousands of school kids across the state whose lives would be greatly 
stabilized and enhanced and how that lift up their kids. In other words, just as they do in their classrooms every day, teachers 

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org
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are come to Raleigh to put their kids first. No wonder politicians whose policies are based upon greed and trickledown 
economics don’t get it. 
PA Block for 5/5/19
News and Views
Guest:  NC State Budget Director, Charles Perusse
Summary: As the NC House gets close to finalizing their budget bill this week, we’re joined by Mr. Perusse.  Perusse 
discusses NC’s remarkable growth and the need for greater investment in our public schools, community colleges, and 
universities.  Perusse also discusses why this is the year to expand Medicaid and close the coverage gap.
PA Block for 5/12/19
News and Views
Guest:  Teachers Lisa Staats, Justice Mansour and Dale Cryan
Summary: This is National Teacher Appreciation Week, but it is clear after May Day Rally for Respect in Raleigh, thousands 
of NC educators do not feel appreciated by the state legislature.  They want more resources for their classrooms, more 
counselors and social workers and an increase in per-pupil spending.   
PA Block for 5/19/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Senator Valerie Foushee
Summary: Senator Foushee discusses Medicaid expansion, redistricting reform, education funding and student activism at 
UNC.
PA Block for 5/26/19
News and Views
Guest:  State Representative Susan Fisher
Summary: State Rep. Fisher talks about the shortcomings in the House budget related to education spending, a new bill to 
help homeless youth in NC, and why the Medicaid debate may keep lawmakers in Raleigh well into the fall.
PA Block for 6/16/19
News and Views
Guest:  Rep. Billy Richardson, Cumberland County Representative
Summary: Rep. Richardson discusses the battle over Medicaid expansion and his idea for allowing Democrats and 
Republicans to solve the budget divide and sharply increase funding for our public schools.  Richardson also talks about the 
need for more funding for reducing emerging contaminants in our public waters.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 20
In a recent column at NCPolicyWatch.com, veteran education policy expert Kris Nordstrom offered a damning assessment of 
the impact that so-called “school choice” is having on our public schools.  One of Nordstrom’s top concerns is the issue of 
funding. As he explains in compelling detail, charter schools and vouchers have served to undermine traditional public 
schools by draining resources from schools with fixed costs like facilities and administration. Add to this that the chief 
legislative champions of charters and vouchers invariably tout them as alternatives to increased education funding and the 
problem is only worsened. Now add the sobering fact that charters and vouchers have greatly exacerbated school re-
segregation, directed millions of public dollars to schools that discriminate and promote religious indoctrination, fared poorly 
on standardized tests and, in many instances, served as vehicles for sketchy real estate investment scams and the picture gets 
even darker.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 27
Republican lawmakers in the North Carolina House have buried a provision in the state budget that would do great damage to 
our public schools. Under current law, the state is responsible for identifying textbooks that align with North Carolina’s 
Standard Course of Study. The state then uses its substantial purchasing power to negotiate best-in-the-nation pricing, 
ensuring that no schools anywhere in the country receive books for a lower price than North Carolina. A proposal in the 
House version of the budget, however, would replace this efficient, statewide program for reviewing, selecting, and 
purchasing textbooks by turning it over to all 115 local school districts. Perhaps most worrisome in all of this, however, is 
that the proposal would establish a new process under which any member of the public would be able to challenge the use of 
any instructional materials being used in any school district. This is a recipe for disaster. The last thing North Carolina needs 
is a system in which local school boards must hear endless complaints from fringe activists reviewing every book purchase. 
Lawmakers should ditch the proposed change.   
RECORDED PSA, GUN SAFETY, 4/3-6/30/19, 41, 30-SEC SPOTS; 8 kids are unintentionally injured or killed by a gun 
left unlocked and loaded every day.
These incidents are part of Family Fire. Referring to shootings that involve improperly stored or misused guns found in 
homes, Family Fire is a real and preventable tragedy that affects millions of families. The Ad Council’s new Gun Safety 
campaign tackles this issue head-on by encouraging people to learn more about proper gun safety and responsible ownership. 
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When it comes to guns, we can all agree on the importance of preventing kids from having easy access to them. These PSAs 
aim to inspire gun owners to make their homes safer when it comes to the storage and handling of their guns by going to 
EndFamilyFire.org.
RECORDED PSA, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL, 4/1-6/30/19, 39, 30-SEC SPOTS; In the U.S., approximately 1 in 5 
children under the age of 18 live in poverty, shouldering more than they should have to. Communities In Schools works 
directly inside schools, building relationships that empower students to succeed inside and outside the classroom.
RECORDED PSA, GOODWILL – JOB TRAINING, 4/1-6/30/19, 40, 30-SEC SPOTS; Finding employment and building 
careers helps people earn paychecks and feel pride and independence. When people shop at Goodwill®, they help Goodwill 
provide the job training and other support services people need to earn jobs locally and care for their families. New PSAs 
showcase the variety of unique finds available at Goodwill stores and celebrate Goodwill shoppers, whose purchases help 
fund job skills training and more in their local communities. Goodwill shoppers are local heroes, who care about their 
communities and want to help their neighbors find jobs. This campaign celebrates both their style and their commitment to 
doing good. As the leading nonprofit provider of job training, career and community services, Goodwill uses the revenue 
earned from the sale of these goods to create job training and education, and to provide other community-based services such 
as childcare, financial education, mentoring and more. In fact, collectively, more than 87 percent of the revenue spent at 
Goodwill stores is reinvested in community-based services including free resume preparation, career counseling, 
interviewing skills and many more. To learn how, visit www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
RECORDED PSA, HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY, 6/1-6/22/19, 32, 30-SEC SPOTS; More than 34 million adults in the 
U.S. do not have a high school diploma. Data shows that adults without a diploma tend to work multiple jobs in the least 
stable positions, earn less money than high school graduates, and experience a lower quality of life. In fact, recent data shows 
that nearly 30 percent of adults with household incomes at or below the federal poverty line do not have a high school 
credential. The High School Equivalency campaign seeks to combat this critical issue by encouraging those without a high 
school diploma to take the first steps toward a better future and sign up for free adult education classes in their area. The “No 
One Gets A Diploma Alone” campaign celebrates the hard work of adults who have recently finished their high school 
diploma – and inspires those adults that have yet to complete high school. Through a series of surprise parties for recent 
graduates and their families, PSAs encourage adults and their loved ones to use the help that’s waiting through free adult 
education classes around the country. The PSAs direct audiences to visit FinishYourDiploma.org, where they can find free 
literacy centers and adult education classes, learn the basics of earning a high school equivalency, and hear real stories from 
people who have successfully completed classes and finished their high school diploma. Launched in 2010, the campaign has 
already helped more than 1 million adults find free adult education classes in their area.
RECORDED PSA, HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT RESPONSIBILITY, 4/1-6/30/19, 36, 30-SEC SPOTS.  Chronic 
absenteeism, missing 10% (just 18 days) or more of school for any reason, is a critical warning sign that a student will fall 
behind and risk not graduating high school. Nationwide, as many as 7.5 million students miss nearly a month of school every 
year. That's 135 million days of lost time in the classroom. In some cities, as many as one in four students are missing that 
much school.  Though all parents want their children to succeed, they often have misconceptions on the importance of 
attendance. They believe: "Attendance really only matters in high school. Excused absences won't hurt a child's academic 
performance. Consecutive absences can make a child fall behind academically but one or two here and there will not make a 
difference."  The goal of the Boost Attendance campaign is to raise awareness about the importance of consistent school 
attendance and the impact absences can have on academic outcomes. Through the campaign website 
www.BoostAttendance.org, parents will be able to sign up for a free SMS based mobile text program that will help keep 
track of their child's absences and show the impact those absences can have on the student's math and reading scores and 
likelihood to graduate. The website also provides parents with information and resources to help ensure their children are in 
school every day. 

10. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 1 
The number is so large as to be almost beyond belief, but new data confirm that 15% of all North Carolina drivers (more than 
1.2 million people) currently have their licenses suspended. What’s more, most of these suspensions (which can lead to jail 
time) are not the result of dangerous offenses like reckless or drunk driving.  Most are due to minor traffic violations, unpaid 
fines or missed court dates. Not surprisingly, poor people and people of color are fare worst – a fact that just aggravates the 
disadvantages these populations confront when it comes to getting to work, transporting kids to schools and doctors and just 
staying afloat in our complex and challenging modern society. Happily, it doesn’t have to be this way. Experts note that 
North Carolina’s unnecessarily punitive laws play a big part in the problem – a problem not seen in many other states. The 
bottom line: Given the vital importance of driving in modern society, state lawmakers should act swiftly to change our 
driving laws so that no one loses their license simply because they’re poor or are late paying a fine.   
ON THE RECORD – 4/6/19

https://www.psacentral.org/campaign/www.goodwill.org/bringgoodhome
http://www.finishyourdiploma.org
http://www.BoostAttendance.org
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One thing discussed was the case of a transgender inmate who is requesting transfer to a different prison.
PA Block for 4/7/19
News and Views
Guest: State Representative Marcia Morey
Summary: Ms. Morey discusses her focus this legislative session:  combatting gun violence and bringing equality to LGBT 
North Carolinians.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD April 10
There are a lot of flaws in a new state legislative proposal that would force all the state’s 100 sheriffs to honor so-called 
“detainer” requests from the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement agency – ICE – but a few really stand out. #1 - 
mandating close cooperation between local law enforcement and ICE can undermine public safety. As many sheriffs have 
testified, when immigrant community members come to fear that any interaction with law enforcement can lead to a situation 
in which they or their family members could be detained and deported, they, not surprisingly, tend to shy away from 
reporting crimes or interacting with law enforcement in any way. #2- The legislation makes a mockery of local control and 
deferring to the expertise of law enforcement officials – two things that many conservative lawmakers have lectured us about 
for years. #3 - a detainer is a request to hold someone merely upon suspicion of their immigration status and without probable 
cause. It raises serious constitutional questions. The bottom line: State lawmakers should heed the North Carolina sheriffs’ 
association and send this proposal to the circular file. 
PA Block for 4/14/19
News and Views
Guest:  Duke University Law Professor, Brandon Garrett
Summary: One in seven drivers in NC have a suspended driver’s license according to a new study by Mr. Garrett.  The 
research shows minority drivers are most impacted by the suspensions.  Garrett says new state laws are needed to adequately 
address the issue.  “It’s one of the most counterproductive punishments you can imagine,” Garrett said.  “You can’t pay a 
fine, so we are going to take away the ability for you to earn your livelihood or get medical care that you need or take your 
kids to school.  It doesn’t make any sense.”
PA Block for 4/28/19
News and Views
Guest:  ACLU-NC Attorney Cristina Becker
Summary: Ms. Becker discusses a new report that details how high court fines and fees are disproportionately impacting low-
income North Carolinians.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 7
There was a remarkable story on CNN.com in the aftermath of the shooting at UNC Charlotte last week that spoke volumes 
about how far state legislative leaders have allowed things to descend.  The story, which was entitled “North Carolina has had 
to grapple with multiple college shootings and campus threats in the past few years,” explained how, as a practical matter, 
campus gun violence events have become essentially routine in our state. Indeed, the shootings have become so common 
place that, they barely draw a rise unless several people are killed. Meanwhile, as this dreadful and terrifying carnage 
continues, state legislative leaders do nothing – nothing to limit the sale of dangerous weapons, nothing to give concerned 
family members the right to ask a judge to intervene with someone they think may soon go on a rampage, and nothing to 
improve the state’s pathetically underfunded mental health system.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD May 9
Lawmakers in Raleigh are advancing legislation to close a pair of absurd and archaic criminal law loopholes related to sexual 
assault, but they need to add a third to their list. In North Carolina, it is, quite remarkably, legal to have nonconsensual sex 
with an incapacitated person if that person willingly got drunk or high. It is also not illegal to drug someone's drink. The state 
House passed a bill last week to close both loopholes and sent it to the Senate. Amazingly, however, there’s another troubling 
loophole that needs closing. Under state court precedent, North Carolina is also the only state in the union in which a person 
cannot revoke consent for a sexual act once it is underway.
It’s hard to believe that such law would have existed in 1919, much less 2019. Senator Jeff Jackson has filed a bill to change 
the law, but Senate Republican leaders have buried the bill in a committee – just as in past legislative sessions.  
PA Block for 5/19/19
News and Views
Guest:  Daniel Bowes, NC Justice Center Attorney
Summary: Mr. Bowes discusses the Senate’s passage of the Second Chance Act and other expungement legislation making 
its way through the NC legislature.  Republicans and Democrats have come together to support this legislation in a rare move 
of bipartisanship.  It’s estimated more than 2 million North Carolinians have a criminal record.
ON THE RECORD – 5/23/19



21

A discussion about a recent WRAL Investigates story that shed light on the high number of DWI dismissals in Johnston 
County.
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 10
Durham County District Attorney Satana Deberry recently made good on an important campaign promise. Last November, 
Deberry pledged to bring real reform to her county’s broken cash bail system – a system that often-trapped poor people 
accused of minor crimes in jail while they awaited trial and let many accused violent offenders with wealth go free.
Since taking office, Deberry has done just what she promised by announcing that Durham D.A.’s has stopped seeking cash 
bail in most cases. Deberry put it this way in her announcement. “Setting high money bail doesn’t ensure that dangerous 
people remain in jail, it ensures poor people stay in jail. This policy removes wealth from the equation to the extent possible 
under North Carolina law, instead making public safety the determining factor in pretrial release recommendations.”
Deberry’s policy change isn’t the final solution. Mecklenburg County and many other jurisdictions around the country have 
taken other useful and creative steps in moving away from the increasingly obsolete practice of cash bail.
But it’s a fine first step. Let’s hope state lawmakers and other North Carolina DA’s follow her lead. 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD June 18
Charles Finch was released from a North Carolina prison last month -- 43 years after being sentenced to death for a crime he 
didn’t commit. 
Finch was convicted in 1976 for robbing a convenience store and killing the clerk on duty. The conviction was based on 
faulty evidence, including a police lineup of suspects that a federal appeals court ruled was “impermissibly suggestive” and 
improper action by the police to pressure witnesses. 
Mr. Finch, who maintained his innocence for the entire 43 years that he was, tragically and outrageously, on death row, was 
ultimately exonerated through the work of the Duke Wrongful Convictions Clinic. 
Finch is now the tenth North Carolinian to be exonerated after having received a death sentence. Indeed, it seems increasingly 
clear that our state has executed innocent people – a situation that ought to sicken us all.
The bottom line: There’s no way the state can ever repay Charles Finch or those we’ve wrongfully executed for the injustice 
they’ve suffered, but we can and should minimize the chance of future injustices by abolishing the death penalty once and for 
all. 
RECORDED PSA, INTERNET CRIME, 4/1-6/30/19, 48, 30-SEC SPOTS; Websites with addresses that start with “https” 
are supposed to provide privacy and security to visitors. After all, the “s” stands for “secure” in HTTPS: Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol Secure. In fact, cyber security training has focused on encouraging people to look for the lock icon that appears in 
the web browser address bar on these secure sites. The presence of “https” and the lock icon are supposed to indicate the web 
traffic is encrypted and that visitors can share data safely. Unfortunately, cyber criminals are banking on the public’s trust of 
“https” and the lock icon. They are more frequently incorporating website certificates—third-party verification that a site is 
secure—when they send potential victims emails that imitate trustworthy companies or email contacts. These phishing 
schemes are used to acquire sensitive logins or other information by luring them to a malicious website that looks secure.  
The FBI encourages victims to report information concerning suspicious or criminal activity to their local FBI field office, 
and file a complaint with the IC3 at www.ic3.gov. If your complaint pertains to this particular scheme, please note “HTTPS 
phishing” in the body of the complaint.
RECORDED PSA, SECURE YOUR ID DAY, 4/1-4/26/19, 16, 30-SEC SPOTS. Did you know that protecting your identity 
is largely in your own hands? Fifty-six percent of identity theft victims traced the theft to something that was stolen from 
their own possession.
So here’s the first rule: If you don’t need it, shred it – responsibly. BBB is here to help with Secure Your ID Day. On 
Saturday, April 27, 2019, BBBs across North America will host this helpful identity theft prevention event featuring FREE 
on-site shredding, electronic recycling, plus tips to protect your identity. 
RECORDED PSA, BUZZED DRVING IS DRUNK DRIVING, 4/1-6/30/19, 49, 60-SEC SPOTS. Why does the Ad 
Council’s “Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving” campaign matter? Because every 52 minutes, someone is killed in an alcohol-
related car accident.  While this is a chilling statistic, it is not new to the Ad Council. In fact, we have focused on drunk 
driving prevention since 1983, reminding Americans that "Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk,” and sharing home videos 
of everyday people whose lives have been shattered by drunk driving.  This personal perspective on the effects of drunk 
driving has helped make the campaign an undeniable success: Since launching, nearly 70 percent of Americans have tried to 
stop someone from driving after drinking.  But when alcohol-related driving deaths began steadily increasing (after reaching 
an all-time low in 1998), the Ad Council recognized the need for a new approach. Our research showed too many drivers 
thought our drunk driving message didn’t apply to them: that driving “buzzed” after only a few drinks was different than 
driving drunk.  We knew we needed to explain the dangers of buzzed driving, and to motivate people to stop. In December 
2005, the Ad Council delivered a new campaign that addressed the issue directly: “Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.” 
Initially, our ads showed two side-by-side images of someone blowing on a breathalyzer, taking a mug shot or on a stretcher, 
one marked drunk driving, and one marked buzzed driving. The images were identical.  Our newest PSAs ask viewers to 

https://www.ic3.gov/
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think about a different set of consequences than our previous drunk driving ads: the actual financial cost of being pulled over 
for driving buzzed. These costs–between fines, rising insurance costs, lawyer fees and more–could total over $10,000.  Our 
campaign is already making a measurable impact: In 2013, 49 percent of adults 21 and older said they will always get a ride, 
take a taxi, or use public transport rather than drive if they feel buzzed. This is a seven percent improvement from when our 
campaign launched in 2005.  Of course, there is still more to do. To learn more about our campaign, visit 
BuzzedDriving.AdCouncil.org, where you can watch the latest PSAs, sign a pledge not to drive buzzed, and share critical 
facts with your community about the dangers of buzzed driving–and strategies for staying sa

http://buzzeddriving.adcouncil.org/

