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The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 10-2-20   9:30am 

Solar Home Tour; Mountain Pine Beetle; Michigan Clean Water Core 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 10-5-20   7:48am 

The Red Planet Approaches! 

 

Morning Edition-  

Topic: Millage proposal for Bay County Library System (Part 1) 

Air Date/Time: 10-8-20   7:18am 

The Bay County Library System — Auburn, Pinconning, Sage and Alice & Jack Wirt libraries 

— faces a vote for funding in the November election. A six-year millage question will appear on 

the ballot after it was unanimously approved by the Bay County Board of Commissioners. 

The Bay County Library System is asking for a .25 mils lower renewal of 2 mileages that expired 

in 2019. Requesting 1.75 mils, or one dollar and seventy-five cents for every thousand dollars of 

taxable home value, the funding accounts for 86% of the Bay County Library System operating 

budget. According to the library system website, other funding from sources like state aid and 

penal fines are expected to decrease substantially. 

Bay County Library System Director Trish Burns knows the community will come through for 

the libraries.  “I’m pretty confident that we will pass this, and that the public will be able to say 

‘yes, we love our libraries, and we want to continue having them in our community.” 

 

 

 

 



Morning Edition-  

Topic: Millage proposal for Bay County Library System (Part 2) 

Air Date/Time: 10-8-20   7:48am 

The Bay County Library System — comprised of Auburn, Pinconning, Sage, and Alice & Jack 

Wirt libraries — will face a vote for funding this November. The ballot will include a six-year 

millage question to renew funding that expired in 2019. The request is for 1.75 mils, .25 mils less 

than the previous mileages, and makes up 86% of the operations budget. 

Bay County Library System Director Trish Burns spoke to Michigan Public Radio’s Patrick 

Sochacki about the variety of services the libraries offer. “We still have all of the books in the 

library that people can come and use, we have all sorts of online things that people can use, 

we’re providing story time via video and YouTube, we’re providing grab-and-go crafts where 

kids can come and pick up the materials, we have a zoom program that they can craft along with 

one of the librarians, and then we’re always doing news things like adding streaming movies.” 

The millage funding is also partially used to pay librarian salaries and maintain buildings. 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 10-12-20   7:48am 

The “W” and the Double Cluster 

 

The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 10-16-20   9:30am 

DNR Trail Map; Drinking Water and Wastewater Plan 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 10-19-20   7:48am 

Orionid Meteor Shower 

 

 

 

 



Morning Edition-  

Topic: Discounted Tri-cities appliance sale by United Way and Whirlpool (Part 1) 

Air Date/Time: 10-21-20   7:18pm 

Whirlpool Corporation and United Way of Midland County are offering a second appliance sale 

to aid the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

At the former Younkers in the Midland Mall, on Friday, October 23 through Sunday, October 

25, Whirlpool and United Way are collaborating on a discounted appliance sale. 

Companies like Maytag, KitchenAid and Whirlpool have donated over 650 appliances that will 

be priced up to 50% off. 

Friday, from 3 to 7 pm, is reserved for victims of the Edenville Dam flood. A voucher for 

attendance can be received from a Disaster Case Manager.  Saturday, from 9 am to 4 pm, and 

Sunday, from 9 am to noon, the sale is open to the public. 

Kali Cochran, Director of Investor Relations at United Way of Midland County, notes volunteer 

opportunities are still available.  “We do still have a need for volunteers to help load appliances 

… so if anyone is interested in volunteering, they can visit united way midland dot org and 

register to volunteer for this weekend.” 

 

Morning Edition-  

Topic: Discounted Tri-cities appliance sale by United Way and Whirlpool (Part 2) 

Air Date/Time: 10-21-20   7:48pm 

Whirlpool Corporation and United Way of Midland County are collaborating on an appliance 

sale to help the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

Kali Cochran, Director of Investor Relations at United Way of Midland County, explains what to 

expect at the sale.   “But we will have more than 200 freezers available, more than 60 pairs of 

washers and dryers, we have all sorts of refrigerators, electric and gas ranges, dish washers, 

microwaves, toasters and more.” 

The sale takes place Friday, October 23 through Sunday, October 25, in the former Younkers in 

the Midland Mall. The hours on Friday, 3 pm to 7 pm, are reserved for victims of the Edenville 

Dam flood.  

Anyone who has been affected by the flood can contact their Disaster Case Manager and receive 

a voucher for the Friday sale, which includes an extra 20% off.  Saturday, October 24, between 9 

am and 4 pm, and Sunday, October 25, between 9 am and noon, the sale is open to the public.  

 



The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 10-23-20   9:30am 

Brine Wells; Air Quality; Schools and Airborne Disease 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 10-26-20   7:48am 

Halloween Blue Moon 

 

Morning Edition-  

Topic: Tri-City Land Parcel Partnership (Part 1) 

Air Date/Time: 10-28-20   7:18pm 

The Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy is working with the Bay County Treasurer’s Department 

to manage 3 vacant land parcels in the City of Bay City.  

According to a press release from the Land Conservancy, the parcels create a significant 

maintenance obligation for Bay County staff and taxpayers.   

The Land Conservancy will deal with maintenance and upkeep on the parcels, including three 

mowing’s per year and maintaining an overall tidy look. 

The parcels have already been treated with deep-rooted, native fescue grasses and a mix of five 

different low-growing flowering species. 

Zachary Branigan, Executive Director of the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy, highlights the 

benefits of these newly planted grasses and flowers.  “What we planted was a variety of different 

pollinators and low growing species that are going to be much less maintenance intensive and are 

going to provide benefit for pollinators.” 

  

Morning Edition-  

Topic: Tri-City Land Parcel Partnership (Part 2) 

Air Date/Time: 10-28-20   7:48pm 

The Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy and Bay County Treasurer’s Department have teamed up 

to manage three vacant parcels of land in Bay City. 



The Land Conservancy has experience with vacant parcels as they’ve worked on over half of 

Saginaw Counties’. 

The parcels have been planted with a blend of deep-rooted, native fescue grasses and a mix of 

five different low-growing flowering species. 

Zachary Branigan, Executive Director of the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy, says the SBLC 

has more Bay County projects in the works. “We’ve got a lot of work that’s going to continue 

and grow in Saginaw County but with our new partnership with Shawna Walraven’s office, 

we’re also doing work with the city of bay city, we have been working on a few sites throughout 

the community to reduce their turfgrass maintenance obligation by putting in pollinator mixes on 

municipal property so that’s another thing we’ve been doing. And then our large-scale Riverbend 

West project will be taking place over the next, you know, 12 to 18 months which is an 8-acre 

restoration on the West Side of Bay City.” 

 

The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 10-30-20   9:30am 

Clean Energy; Composting; Marine Debris Art Contest 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 11-2-20   7:48am 

The Great Spiral in Andromeda 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 11-9-20   7:48am 

Moon Greets Venus & Mercury 

 

Here & Now-  

Topic: Coronavirus Increase in Bay City 

Air Date/Time: 11-10-20   12:18pm 

The Bay City Mayor and City Commission are asking all residents to do their part to protect the 

community from coronavirus. According to a press release Tuesday morning, Coronavirus cases 



in Bay County are at unprecedented levels (11.25% positivity rate; 430 cases first week of 

November), hospitals are nearing capacity, and deaths have surpassed 70.   

The Bay City Commission and Mayor supports remote and virtual learning through January for 

all K-12 public, private, and parochial schools in alignment with higher education to stop the 

spread of the coronavirus.  

In the release, the city says “The current surge has the potential to overwhelm the healthcare 

system; the health department issued the following steps to help stop the spread of the virus:  

Masking, social distancing, testing, isolating and quarantining are all included in the city’s 

recommendations.” 

 

Morning Edition-  

Topic: Delta College COVID Testing Site 

Air Date/Time: 11-10-20   7:18pm 

The Bay County Health Department and the National Guard will be holding a free COVID-19 

testing site on TODAY, November 10, from 9am to 1pm.  All students and area residents are 

invited to visit Delta College’s main campus, 1961 Delta Road in Bay County, if a test is 

needed.  Tents and staffing will be in the south campus parking lots and visitors will not need to 

leave their car to access the test.   

For the latest and most accurate information regarding the COVID-19 please go to the Bay 

County Health Department website at https://www.baycounty-mi.gov/Health/COVID19/ 

 

The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 11-13-20   9:30am 

Photo Ambassadors; State Waste Management 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 11-16-20   7:48am 

Return of the Pleiades 

 

 

https://www.baycounty-mi.gov/Health/COVID19/


The Environment Report with Jeff Kart -   

Air Date/Time: 11-20-20   9:30am 

Delta College Sustainability; Christmas Light Recycling 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 11-23-20   7:48am 

The Beaver Moon 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 11-30-20   7:48am 

The Waning Gibbous 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 12-14-20   7:48am 

The Great Jupiter-Saturn Conjunction 

 

Q-90.1’s Backyard Astronomer - 

Air Date/Time: 12-21-20   7:48am 

The Christmas Sky 

 

 

 

  

 


