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Bay Area Focus is a weekly Public Affairs program that normally airs three 
weeks each month on Sundays at 11AM on KBCW.  Black Renaissance, a 
Public Affairs program normally airs once every three weeks at 11AM on 
KBCW.
7/2:

Dr. Lauren A. Wright – Dr. Wright is a professor of Political and Public Affairs at Princeton University.  
She weighed in on President Trump’s relationship with the media and his use of Twitter. 

America Foy – He is a real estate expert who gave tips on how to find the perfect home, regardless if 
someone wants to rent or buy in the tough Bay Area market. 

Rodney Earl Jackson – the Broadway actor stopped by to speak about his participation in the SF Bay 
Area Theater company and the SF Arts Education Project.  Both organizations are sponsoring his amazing 
one night only performance in July. 

Steve Sheanin – the BBQ master, Steve gave tips and tricks for the grilling season and gave our audience 
special grill recipes for the 4th of July. 

7/9:

Doris Hobbs and Stephanie Belleci-Mana – successful women entrepreneurs who shared their stories and 
how they overcame obstacles to reach the top. They were featured in a Women’s Symposium held in July 
in San Francisco. 

Bailey Gaddis – author of “Feng Shui Mommy”. She gave expectant and current mothers advice on how 
to handle the birth of their first child and what to expect in a child’s first few years.   

Amy Seiwert – A local performance Artistic Director, gave a sneak peak of her much-anticipated 7th 
Annual Sketch Series in San Francisco. 

Devon Martinez – A social media expert discussed how Americans use social media and how influential 
social media has become in the United States. 

7/23:

Carrie Chen – Director of Education at Aquarium of the Bay discussed their upcoming Shark Week and 
all the special shark related activities they plan at the aquarium.  She also shared some little known shark 
facts with our viewers.

Tracey Sylvester – Peer Educator for American Bone Health. Tracey gave viewers valuable information 
about healthy human bones and how to keep them that way.  She also gave pointers on how people can be 
proactive to keep their bones healthy as they age.
 
Barbara Butler – Luxury Playhouse and Treehouse Designer. Barbara shared a great way to get kids 
outdoors and away from their video and electronic devices for the summer. 

7/30:
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Ellen Kirschman PhD – author of “The Fifth Reflection”, the newest Police psychologist Dr. Dot 
Meyerhoff mystery.  Dr. Kirschman commented that her book is based on several current news stories 
concerning the police and abducted children. 

Heather Picken -   Ms. Picken, an author, discussed the fact that there were only 32 women CEO’s in the 
current Fortune 500 – and why there is that disparity. She is the author of the recently published book 
“Woman on Fire Entrepreneur”. 

Cindy Lopez and Liza Bennigson – Representatives for the Children’s Health Council and Parents 
Education Network, two organizations coming together to help those with learning difficulties. 

David Horning – CEO of EnviroSports, host of Sharkfest. He spoke about the annual organized swim 
events coming up in the Bay Area.  Mr. Horning is an advocate of water-based exercise. 

8/6:

Samson Koletkar and Abhay Nakarni – co-directors of the Desi Comedy Fest. They spoke about this 
South Asian Comedy Fest, why they founded it, how it is expanding, and what guests can expect if they 
attend the “Fest”. 

Ken Henderson – Executive Director of REAF (Richmond Ermet AIDS Foundation) spoke about the 
upcoming gala “Help Is On The Way” which helps AIDs research and focuses on Bay Area residents that 
are hungry and homeless. 

Martha Conway – author of the recently published book “The Underground River”.  Conway spoke about 
her book, which takes place on a riverboat in the south and the part it played in the “underground 
railway”.  She discussed the underground railway and its historical significance today. 

Jonhatan Leiva – Chef and Founder of FullSkoop, a healthy and organic food truck that delivers fresh, 
organic food.  He spoke about the healthy advantages of “eating organic”. 

8/13:

Pete Escovedo – author of “My Life in the Key of E” a memoir. He spoke about his life in the music 
business, his family, and why he wrote this memoir. 

Sue Muzzin – VP of Public Relations for San Francisco’s Pier 39. Sue discussed the upcoming yearlong 
event, “Pier 39 is 39!”  She discussed the history of Pier 39 and all of the events they plan during the 
yearlong celebration. 

Johnny Gotlstein – President and CEO of GPIS (Gott Professional Insurance Services) gave parents 
financial pointers on how to save and prepare financially to send children to college.  

Jericho McMatthews and Joel Freeman – Master Trainers for BeachBody. They discussed a fun and 
effective workout for those planning to attend “Outside Lands” and other very large music festivals. 

8/27:

Alan Williams – Trombonist for Afrolicious. Alan discussed the upcoming “Bear Music Fest” and the 
wide variety of music that will be played at the fest. 



4

Tyler Gage – Author of “Fully Alive” is CEO of his own company.  He discussed his study of the 
Amazon and how that region has influenced his success.  Today he runs the RUNA soft drink Company 
that makes and distributes organic beverages made with leafs from the Amazon. 

Richard Moran – Author of “The Thing About Work”. He let us know why simply showing up for work 
is not enough and how to truly contribute to your company. 

Patty Mastraco – Food Stylist and Recipe Developer, Patty gave a cooking demo including homemade 
cheese fondue, chocolate dip.  She spoke about the upcoming event EatSF. 

9/3: 

Bob Sanders and Melissa Cruz – Members of the Oakland band LoCura – a mix of rumba, flamenco, 
reggae, cumbia, and ska. They showed one of their performances and told viewers how they can see them 
live. 

Alexandra Kenin – Author and founder of Urban Hiker SF, Alex gave viewers tips on know how to find 
the perfect trail in urban San Francisco.  She let viewers in on some of the most beautiful views the Bay 
Area and how to hike to them. 

Cassie Parks – Money Mindset Expert and podcast host. Cassie knows the value of a dollar and how to 
“stretch the dollar”.  She also shared financial advice with viewers. 

Ritu Narayan – CEO of Zum, an organization that offers safe and affordable rides for busy parents. She 
shared how her personal experience led to founding this company and what is next for her company. 

9/10: 

Leslie Smith and Connie White – Best Friends Animal Society and Rocket Dog Rescue team up for the 
annual Strut Your Mutt event, which helps our four legged friends. They also brought a German Shepard 
puppy, who was available for adoption. 

Matt Lasher – Executive Director for the National Liberty Ship Memorial. Matt spoke about the SS 
Jeremiah O’Brien, a floating piece of history in the SF Bay, and the work it takes to preserve that history. 
The ship is one of only two remaining functional WWII liberty ships. 

Major Miguel Reece – Author of “The Disabled Veterans Story”, Miguel felt so compelled to compile a 
book of stories to share the price of our freedom. 

Nathanial Andalis and Rebecca Ennals – Actor and Artistic Director for San Francisco’s “Shakespeare in 
the Park”.  They discussed the upcoming season and their hope to expand performances in subsequent 
seasons. 

9/24:

Eason Ramson – former San Francisco 49ers tight end and director of C.A.R.E. (Center for Academic Re-
Entry and Empowerment). Eason described how his life took a terrible turn towards drugs when he was in 
the NFL and how he transformed his life and his desire to help Bay Area youth through this program. 



5

Mark Fishkin and Zoe Elton – from the Mill Valley Film Fest they discussed the festivals diversity and 
how the festival helps independent films gain recognition. 

Lucho Ramirez – SF Latino Film Fest, Lucho explained how important this festival is for Latino film 
makers and actors. 

Andy Rifken and Leslie Smith ) – Rocket Dog Rescue and Best Friends Animal Society returned to Bay 
Area Focus to discuss how their organization “Strut Your Mutt” helps dogs that have been victims of 
natural disasters such as fire and flooding. 

Black Renaissance is a 30-minute weekly KPIX public affairs program that 
airs Sunday’s at 5:30AM.  Black Renaissance aired on these dates during the 
3rd  Quarter, 2017:

7/16:

DON SHARP takes us back to the era of Jim Crow and the segregated south. He goes home to 
the small town in Texas where he grew up for the Juneteenth celebration. Interviews with 
JUDGE EDDIE HARRISON, TRAVIS BENFORD, HORACE WASHINGTON, KATHERINE 
NEWSOME; DEVIN FEHELEY reports.

JOHN SINGLETON, director of Snowfall, and actor DAMSON IDRIS talk to BR about the new 
television series that deals with the genesis of the crack cocaine epidemic in Los Angeles.

DELANE SIMS founder of Delane’s Natural Nail Care and her COO MYESHIA JEFFERSON 
talk about the program that helps single mom’s get back on their feet.

ANTHONY MACKIE, JACOB LATIMORE, JASON MITCHELL, KAITLYN DEVER, 
ALGEE SMITH, LEON THOMAS III, LAZ ALONZO, BEN O’TOOLE and MALCOM 
DAVID KELLEY talk about the new film, ‘Detroit.’

8/20:

Col. Allensworth State Park Manager/Archeologist STEVEN PTOMEY takes BR on a tour of 
the historic site that was home blacks seeking independence in the early 1900s. Interviews with 
DON BILLBERRY and BETTY LEE of Sacramento, who also took the tour.
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BR goes to the National Hot Rod Association’s Mello Yellow Drag Racing Series at Sonoma 
Raceway to meet champions JR TODD and ANTRON BROWN, two African-American drivers 
making drag racing history.

BARBARA RODGERS talks about the upcoming Friends of Faith Gala celebrating the life of 
Faith Fancher and benefitting breast cancer research.

9/17:

Filmmaker, director PETER NICKS talks about his new documentary that goes inside the 
Oakland Police Department, ‘The Force’

BR goes to the premiere of The North Pole, a new web series about gentrification, and meets 
stars REYNA AMAYA and DONTE CLARK. 

KATHERINE KATCHER founder of Root & Rebound and community activist WATINI 
STINER talk about the organization’s work and its upcoming benefit.

TANISHA ROBERSON and CINDY CARTER-HODGES talk about Hip-Hop Hunger 
Intervention, an effort to feed hot meals to homeless people in Oakland, CA.


