
KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

1ST QUARTER 2005 

 

 

From January 1, 2005 through and including March 31, 2005, KFSN-TV’s analog and simulcasts 

HD-1, presented 30 hours of regularly scheduled local news programs a week, in addition to public 

affairs programs and syndicated programs.  KFSN also broadcast programs and public service 

announcements provided by the ABC Television Network.  Attached is the ABC-TV Network 

Fourth quarter news and public affairs program information report. 

 

KFSN through our HD-2/ABC30Plus signal rebroadcasts locally produced programming along with 

time shifted newscasts and network programming in rotation. Our HD-3 Signal broadcasts a tower 

camera shot of the Fresno Skyline with no audio. 

 

KFSN, through its programming on our Analog and simulcast on HD-1, addressed the following 

issues of concern for communities that make up the six-county area served by ABC-30: 

 

1. POLITICS/LOCAL/NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

2. POLLUTION/AIR QUAILITY 

3. PUBLIC SAFETY 

4. HEALTH 

5. EDUCATION 

6. GROWTH/DEVELOPMENT 

7. CONSUMER REPORTING 

8. JOB GROWTH/EMPLOYMENT 

  

Programs, program segments, and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided significant 

treatment to the issues are the following.  

 

 

ACTION NEWS 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 

 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and Consumer Reports. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY 

Saturdays, 6-7AM, 1 hour, local 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, consumer and medical reports along with entertainment news. 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 

Sundays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 2 hours, local 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, consumer and medical reports along with entertainment news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 

Monday through Friday, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 min., Local 

 

Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  Also 

included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, and Consumer Reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX 

Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the Action News Person of the 

Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX-THIRTY 

Monday through Friday, 6:30PM, 30 min., local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day’s news events, local, national, and international. It 

also covers weather. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 

Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are sports and weather; Consumer Reports are included. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN (REPEAT) 

Monday through Sunday, 2:05-2:41AM., local 

 

This half-hour news programs are a repeat of the earlier 11PM newscast from that day. It includes 

Local, national and international news. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 

Sunday, 9:30AM 10:00AM, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local affairs. 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR  :30 SECOND PSA 

TUESDAY – FRIDAYS  

DURING ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, MIDDAY, 6PM NEWS 

& 

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS AM LIVE 

 

Thirty-second PSA featuring an Action News anchor delivering information about upcoming non-

profit events in our community. 

 



 

CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First is in its sixth year of production.  This year-long effort focuses on the challenges, 

problems, and opportunities facing children living in Central California.  The program 

concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life and highlight local 

news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First includes local news 

produced half-hour programs, :30 vignettes, public service announcements, and special stories on 

Action News. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSA’s AIRED IN 1
st
 Qtr 2005 

 

Gottschalk’s, Fresno County Office of Education and Children’s Hospital Central 

California partner to air these Children’s First PSA’s and Vignettes in rotation: 

  

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: RSV 04 ( 38)  

 Tips to keep your family healthy and preventing RSV. 

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: PHILANTHROPY (40) 

 

 

FCOE: PARENTS BE ROLE MODEL: 30 (5) 

This spot by Superintended of Schools Pete Mehas, not to forget the cabinet maker and other blue 

collar workers as an important part of our society. Importance of ROP Classes 

 

FCOE: DIGNITY AT WORK: DIGNITY OF WORK: 30 (70) 

These spot talks about work ethics as they are taught to youth and the importance of contributing 

to society. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: 10PM ID (AIRES DAILY 10:00PM) 

Voice over that airs weekly before 10PM that says: ―It’s Just about 10’oclock. Do you know 

where your children are?‖ 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: PARTNERS/ SECRETS OF SUCCESS WEBSITE: 30 (24) 

This spot drives viewers to visit our website and learn more about secrets of success. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: PARTNERS/SECRETS OF SUCCESS: GIVING BACK:30 (40) 

This spot encourages our youth to volunteer and about giving back to society. 

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CAL: PARANTING COMMUNICATION :30 

(12) 

The mportants to take the time to talk with your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS 

KFSN-TV, in partners with Connecting With Kids, air 2 half-hour programs per quarter 

throughout the year focusing on programming for parents and children along with print material 

sent to schools by CWK and an integrated website that includes extensive video streaming and 

educational materials for teachers, parents and children. Action News Midday airs franchise 

packages form CWK within their newscasts and periodically in our public affairs show. 

 

NON-BROADCAST EFFORTS: 

ABC30 Listens in Merced:  ABC 30 listens is coming to Merced on Tuesday night. Anyone 

interested in sharing their ideas are  invited to talk with ABC 30 managers and North Valley 

Bureau Chief Katie Hammer about stories you'd like us to cover in the north valley. The town 

hall meeting is Tuesday night at 7 at the Merced county office of education at 632 west 13th 

street and is held in the Clark and Newbold rooms. 

 

 
POLITICS/LOCAL & NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/11/05, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/12/05, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno's 7-member city council approves 700-million dollar annual budget in California's 6th 

largest city. They guide hundreds of millions of dollars in downtown redevelopment, including 

the baseball stadium. But their annual pay is less than a rookie police officer. paid roughly 45-

thousand a year, council-members routinely probe city leaders on big topics before key decisions. 

Virtually all those managers are paid much more than the council. The mayor, Alan Autry makes 

99-thousand. Autry's city manager, Dan Hobbs makes 149-thousand. Hobbs assistant city 

manager makes 128. Fresno's Police Chief is paid 146. Meanwhile the council has not had a raise 

in 5-years. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/17/05, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Local law enforcement was bitter when the federal government cut Fresno out of 7-million 

dollars in homeland security money last month local officials planned to build a shared 

communication center with the funds. Restoring the money is the mayor's top priority. Air 

National Guard jets over Fresno could also get yanked out of town City council president Mike 

Dages says with the Pentagon slashing military bases, the 144th fighter wing is a target. The 

mayor says he will lobby hard to keep the base... 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC., LOCAL 

When Schwarzenegger unveiled his budget last week, he said California didn't have a revenue 

problem, but a "spending" problem. His spokeswoman says no matter how much the state gets 

back from the Federal government, lawmakers must be more prudent with their spending. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/19/05, LENGTH: 37 SEC., LOCAL 

At one minute after midnight, Donald Beardslee became the first man to be executed in California 

since 2002.  Beardslee was convicted of murdering two women, Stacey Benjamin and Patty 

Geddling, over a drug deal in 1981. Thirty government officials, relatives of victims and 

journalists, separated by a glass partition, watched the execution.  The execution came hours after 

governor Arnold Schwarzenegger rejected a clemency petition. No California governor has 



granted clemency to a condemned murderer since Ronald Reagan spared the life of a severely 

brain-damaged killer in 1967. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/19/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno got 7-million for homeland security last year but is off the list this year and other cuts 

could be coming local law enforcement fumed last month when it learned federal officials took 

Fresno off the list of 50 urban areas for homeland security grants Fresno planned to use 7-million 

dollars to fund a public safety communications center for the county and its 15 cities. Mayor 

Autry and Fresno's Police and Fire Chiefs met with homeland security officials this week in 

Washington. Local officials have said the San Joaquin valley, with its dams and aqueducts, is a 

potential terrorist target that is under-appreciated by but after what local officials say was a very 

productive meeting, there are no immediate funding changes. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

The affordable housing crunch is tough on low-income earners. But on larger families it's 

especially difficult. The city of Fresno city approved plans today to help ease the tight housing 

squeeze. When a Hmong refugee family opened donated Christmas gifts last month in south-east 

Fresno, they were family of 11 in a 2 bedroom apartment. Local housing advocates often say 

affordable apartments in Fresno are harder and harder to find, but 3 and 4 bedroom apartments 

are next to impossible. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC., LOCAL 

California is getting more than 200-million dollars from the federal government to help with the 

state's homeless programs. Governor Schwarzenegger today toured a large residential service 

center for the homeless in Los Angeles. The federal funds will support state and local programs. 

The governor said the money is going directly to the front lines. To the people that run the 

programs to help control the homeless population. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/27/05, LENGTH; 30 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is once again threatening to take his reorganization plan to the 

voters in a special election later this year. Schwarzenegger accused democratic leaders of stalling 

on his government reform proposals. He says lawmakers haven't worked since he talked about his 

plans at the state-of-the-state address three weeks ago. The assembly did work on the budget, the 

earliest it has worked on an annual spending plan in a decade.  Democrats say they could be 

working on the governor's reform plan, but he hasn't given them anything in writing. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/27/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The governor threw the first punch yesterday, complaining that the democrats haven't acted on his 

reform proposals, and the sparring got more intense today, with the governor calling a surprise 

news conference. It didn't take the democratic assembly speaker, a former boxer himself, long to 

fight back saying the governor's proposals were incomplete when introduced by republican 

lawmakers. In fact, democrats feel that since the governor's reforms don't impact next year's 

budget, they'd rather work on minimizing cuts to education and transportation that 

Schwarzenegger has proposed. The typical partisan wrangling shows that Sacramento has not 

changed like the governor promised. The difference political observers have noticed, though, is 

the timing and intensity. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM. 1/27/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

President Bush is taking his health care plan on the road. The president traveled to Cleveland 

today, to push his second term health agenda. The government also announced a plan to introduce 

electronic prescriptions. Senator John Kerry criticized the president's proposals as irresponsible - 

saying they don't meet the needs of low-income Americans. 

 

 



ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/31/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

A new study finds state governments are coping with broken tax systems, crumbling 

infrastructure, and aging work forces. These challenges have forced lawmakers to find innovative 

and more efficient ways to operate. The government performance project  awarded letter grades 

to each state. Alabama and California scored the worst, each with a "c-minus."  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/15/05, LENGTH 1:19 MIN., LOCAL 

Even the federal government has to follow the rules when it comes to no-burn orders in the 

smoggy San Joaquin valley. The National Park service has paid a rare 25-thousand dollar fine 

over a brush-clearing fire. Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks crews started the fire, 

despite an order by the valley's air pollution control district not to burn. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/15/05, LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

Some Fresno city council-members often complain the mayor's staff does "not" share enough 

information before asking to approve big purchases  4 council-members sent a message and said 

"no sale" it's a common question among tax-payers is the government working efficiently while 

on the time-clock. For 5-months, Mayor Autry's staff has been working to find a new 

computerized time management system for 39-hundred city employees. City staff chose one 

called "Kronos," costing about 1-point-4 million dollars. The city council, which must finally 

approve the purchase, just recently learned of the deal.  

 

ACTON NEWS MIDDAY, 2/16/05, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

The Federal government says the economic outlook for 2005 is positive. Federal reserve 

chairman Alan Greenspan told congress today to keep the economy rolling by controlling 

inflation. Inflation is mostly affected by the cost of consumer products...including increasing oil 

prices. Another issue is interest rates; the Federal Reserve has been on a rate-raising campaign 

since June and expects another increase on March 22.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/17/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
The governor's office says this trip to Washington D.C. is historic in that the state has never tried 

to foster bi-partisan relationships with its Federal representatives. There have been some 

problems in the past in presenting a united front.  Together, they'll try to squeeze out more federal 

money from the bush administration, especially for education and prison costs for undocumented 

immigrants. Budget experts say that shortfall is one of the reasons why California is now seeing 

state cuts to education and health care along with a deficit of nine billion dollars. 

  

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/17/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC. LOCAL 

A group of Fresno officials are in Washington this week lobbying on Capitol Hill for millions of 

dollars. City and county representatives are trying to secure more than 227-million dollars for 

projects such as road expansion and reading programs they say should be funded by the federal 

government. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/22/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

He lives in a valley community where forty percent of the population lives below the poverty line 

but he's managed to bring-in more than forty million dollars worth of government grants tonight 

on action news live at eleven, the valley leader who calls himself a "hustler."   How he managed 

to drop-in unannounced on the president of the United States, and what he's doing with all that 

power and money. 

  

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

A growing number of companies are incorporating faith into the workplace but questions arise 

when city leaders profess their faith in public. The introduction of Fresno's new city manager was 

spiritual in nature. Hearing such a public affirmation of faith from another city leader was 

troubling to some. Political analyst Don Larson shares Souza's convictions but doesn't feel they 



were appropriate in a public forum. But Fresno Mayor Alan Autry testified about his Christian 

faith on the trinity broadcasting network last July.   

Fresno city councilman Tom Boyajian says a distinct line must be drawn to separate church and 

state. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales says help is on the way to curb violent crime in the 

valley. Fresno is one of five cities struggling with violent crime which will receive  

Teams of government agents to fight crime. Investigators will focus on prosecuting people for 

firearms violations which often accompany gang activity, illegal drug organizations and 

organized crime groups. The program began last year and is already used in fifteen cities. 

 

ACTION NEWS 3/01/05, LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

For almost a year now Porterville following California court ruling has banned pastors from 

naming a specific god during city council prayers. But now the council is considering three 

alternatives if the ban is lifted allow prayer with no restrictions. 

They allow prayer only before the meeting starts or hold a moment of silence. 

Pastor Peter Schalambier and area ministers already know which option they'll support. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/03/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

Now here's a look ahead at some of tomorrow's headlines in the Fresno Bee. Read more about 

how California Attorney general Bill Lockyer is suing the federal government to keep logging out 

of sequoia national monument. Officials from a local American Indian tribe decide how to spend 

casino profits to help their community. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/06/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/07/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

The federal government is investigating complaints about possible toxic contamination at a San 

Joaquin valley prison. This comes after complaints that a computer recycling plant at "Atwater 

prison" exposed inmates and guards to toxic contaminants. The probe came after a safety 

manager at the prison expressed concerns the plant kicks up dust containing poisonous substances 

including lead.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/10/05, LENGTH 1:39 MIN., LOCAL 

Retailers are sometimes confused about what should be done with the complaint. What started as 

a dispute between the consumer product safety commission and Wall-mart for failing to report a 

defective product as required by law has lead to better, more specific guidelines on how and when 

retailers must report defective products. Retailers have been briefed on the new guidelines. The 

CPSC telling them they are the front line.  The first to hear about a problem should be the first to 

report it. Under the new guidelines, hazards have groupings such as choking and entrapments, as 

well as trigger categories such as, were someone treated at a hospital or were work or school 

missed because of the product.   

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/10/5, LENGTH 2:25 MIN., LOCAL   
They're shaped as TV news stories, but actually promote his policies on several hot political 

issues.  As action news Capitol Bureau Chief Nannette Miranda explains, there are questions 

tonight over whether the governor has overstepped his authority.  

Action news the video news releases tout governor Schwarzenegger's positions on several 

proposals, such as how many patients nurses can care for during a shift, 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/12/05, LENGTH 1:50 MIN., LOCAL 

In president bush's budget proposal, Amtrak's cut goes from 1-point-2 billion dollars last year to 

zero. That sets up a heated political battle over the future of Amtrak. Without federal support, 

many say the system will go bankrupt. The administration would like to privatize the nation's 



passenger rail system The San Joaquin valley rail committee met to discuss rail service in 

California without Amtrak. Restoration work continues on the historic Fresno station but now 

there's concern the depot might not get much use. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/15/05, LENGTH: 33 SEC., LOCAL 

For the first time this year, Governor Schwarzenegger met with republican and democratic 

leaders to negotiate on the budget and proposals to reform government. 

Republican leaders say it's up to the democrats now to offer counter proposals to bills republicans 

have proposed.  They discussed issues ranging from prison reform...to work on the bay bridge 

that is three billion dollars over budget.  They also discussed Schwarzenegger's plan for one 

million solar roofs on California homes and businesses within ten years. 

  

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/15/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/15/05, LENGTH 2:21 SEC. LOCAL 

A city hall proposal would change some security measures at Fresno's airport. Some valley 

farmers want the city council to approve the changes today before allowing Mexicana airlines to 

service Fresno. The proposed changes include a state of the art inspection facility, along with 

increased baggage and passenger screening. Farmers fear the flights could introduce exotic pests 

to valley crops. Mexicana estimates 150-thousand local passengers buy tickets here but are forced 

to fly to Mexico from other locations. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/16/05, LENGTH 2:44 MIN., LOCAL 

The agency that oversees boundary changes in Fresno County will take up a controversial issue. 

Two years ago, Fresno county supervisors agreed to give some 9-thousand acres of land to the 

city, but now... Some have serious second thoughts. At issue are these 14 square miles in south-

east Fresno.  Mayor "Alan Autry" says this real estate, some of it prime farm land southeast of the 

city, is key to Fresno's growth, to ending north Fresno sprawl, even revitalizing downtown. 2-

years-ago, Fresno county supervisors, including Bob Waterston, signed off on the deal to expand 

Fresno's so-called sphere of influence, but now Waterston and some others who also sit on the 

local agency formation commission, are against the transition  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Since taking office in November of 2003, our globe-trotting governor has been gone more than 

one hundred days to fundraise or promote California. A fellow republican says it's time to change 

the law and allow the governor to keep his powers in this day and age, wherever he may be. 

Governors, Democrat Cruz Bustamante had full gubernatorial powers during the 100 days 

governor Schwarzenegger had been gone. 

At one point last year, there was speculation Bustamante would sign the proposal to grant 

undocumented immigrants drivers licenses when the governor was at the republican national 

convention in New York, but didn't. Bustamante exercised those powers only once, declaring a 

state of emergency during the Paso Robles earthquake. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/17/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

A major set back for Fresno's plans to expand to the south-east. The local agency formation 

commission or "LAFCO" approved plans to expand onto nine -thousand acres back in January. 

When the board made the approval they believed a big portion of the city's water supply was at 

stake, but actually it wasn't. LAFCO reconsidered its position yesterday and board members want 

to know why the city did not include environmental reviews with its report on the land. 

 

OPRAH, 1/19/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Living the American Dream: Barack Obama & Mark Burnett: Oprah has done something 

she almost never does, interview a politician. A revealing conversation with Senator 

Barack Obama. Meet the love of his life and the question she just had to ask. 



 

 

POLLUTION/AIR QUALITY 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/5/05, LENGTH LOCAL 

San Joaquin Valley air regulators have a plan to clean up the smog that hangs over the area during 

the summer. At a community meeting yesterday, officials introduced a two-year that includes 

controlling pollution from cars, factories and new subdivisions. The plan also involves reducing 

the pollution that comes from the San Francisco bay area and Sacramento. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/21/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC., LOCAL 

The San Joaquin valley has missed another deadline to clean up air particle pollution. The Fresno 

Bee reports, "Earth justice Legal Defense Fund" says it intends to sue the air pollution control 

district over seven particle pollution controls. The group say those controls should have been 

approved last year. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/24/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/25/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC., LOCAL 

Grocery shopping could soon cost more in San Francisco. The city may become the first in the 

nation to charge customers for grocery bags. If approved, shoppers would be charged 17-cents per 

bag on paper and plastic grocery bags. City officials say the goal is to reduce pollution. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

Cow belches and not manure may be the reason behind some of the valley's smog problem. A 

study at UC Davis found that cows in the valley make as much smog producing gas as the cars 

and that belches are the biggest culprit. It's long been thought that cow manure was to blame. The 

San Joaquin valley in the nation's most productive dairy region and has some of America's worst 

air pollution. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/1/05, LENGTH: 15 SEC. LOCAL 

An advisory group on dairy air quality met for the first time yesterday in Fresno to begin talks on 

how much pollution the operations create. The group will make recommendations to air pollution 

regulators. The San Joaquin valley is the nation's most productive dairy region and has some of 

America's worst air pollution. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/09/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

It's one of the main concerns for people here in the valley and its air pollution. A new piece of 

equipment being introduced at the world AG expo in Tulare could help clean up the valley's air. 

Action News South Valley Bureau Chief Subha Ravindhran is live in Tulare with how this 

machine works. When harvested almonds are shaken off their trees and swept off the ground. 

Farmers say the practice causes the highest amount of pollution into the air. But now the 

government is cracking down. They've asked almond farmers to help reduce air pollution and 

industry experts say the exact harvesting sweeper will get the job done. The product separates 

almonds from dirt inside its own chamber. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/15/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

Even the federal government has to follow the rules when it comes to no-burn orders in the 

smoggy San Joaquin valley. The national park service has paid a rare 25-thousand dollar fine over 

a brush-clearing fire. Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks crews started the fire, despite an 

order by the valley's air pollution control district not to burn. 

 

 



ACTION EWS AM LIVE, 2/16/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

A report reveals that pollutants carried in runoff from farms affect the water supply of more than 

20 million Californians. They also taint prime fishing grounds across the state.  

The pacific institute, which is an environmental research group, says the pollution is the 

byproduct of pesticides. It suggests raising taxes on pesticides to pay for classes to educate 

farmers. Farmers who enroll will receive rebates that would make up for the tax increase. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/16/05, LENGTH: 15 SEC., LOCAL 

All this rain is causing some major runoff. A new report says pollutants in runoff water from 

farms are affecting the water supply for Californians. An Oakland based research group says the 

pollution is from pesticide use. Economists suggest raising taxes on pesticides to help educate 

farmers. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/16/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Automobiles are also big contributors to pollution. The state's new d-m-v chief wants to tax 

drivers based on the miles they drive. According to the LA Times, the plan would require every 

car be fitted with a device that tracks mileage by a global positioning satellite. The tax would be 

calculated based on total miles driven. Governor Schwarzenegger has not signed off on the plan. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC. LOCAL 

Dozens of people didn't listen to the message about not lighting their fireplaces and have had to 

pay for it. The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District says there were only three days 

between November and February where wood-burning in fireplaces was banned. The air district 

bans burning on days when air quality is expected to be bad. 

But forty- four people were fined because they lit their fireplaces on no burn nights. 

The fines range from 50 to one-thousand dollars. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/4/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

State budget cuts, increasing traffic congestion, and rising home prices are threatening the quality 

of life in southern California. That's according to an annual study released by a regional planning 

agency. The southern California association of governments gave the six-county region a d-minus 

for transportation and housing, a c-minus for air quality, and "d" for education. The report says 

the region had the nation's worst traffic congestion, with associated costs at 12 billion dollars 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/12/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC., LOCAL 

Bad news for allergy sufferers as the sniffle season has already begun. Allergists say the recent 

warm-weather has pushed up allergy season. By bringing trees and grass out of winter 

hibernation and if the weather continues to stay warm. The season could soon kick into high gear. 

A local allergist says the pollen counts are highest just after sunrise and you may want to stay 

indoors until later in the day.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/16/05, LENGTH: 30 SEC. LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger wants to clean up the state's air. He's asking drivers to get rid of older 

cars which cause half of the state's air pollution. The governor's program would give drivers one 

thousand dollars if they take cars twenty years or older to junkyards. If those people want to keep 

their cars, the state will give them up to 500 dollars to fix exhaust problems and that money is 

part of the department of consumer affairs budget. 

  

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/16/05, LENGTH: 32 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTON NEWS IS LIVE, 3/17/05, LENGTH: 32 SEC. LOCAL 

They make up only ten -percent of the cars on the road. But account for half of the state's air 

pollution. Governor Schwarzenegger is willing to pay you for your old car. 

The governor's program would give drivers one- thousand dollars if they take cars twenty years or 

older to junkyards. If those people want to keep their cars, the state will give them up to 500- 



dollars to fix exhaust problems. The smashed cars would then be shredded and sold for scrap 

metal. For more information on the breath easy program Log onto abc-30 dot com. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC. LOCAL 

Its one of the biggest concerns in the valley: pollution and tonight more cause for concern. A 

recent study found that valley residents breathe bad air 6 out of every seven days and it's not just 

the air causing problems. Action News reporter Katie Hammer is live in downtown Fresno with 

why women and children are most at risk. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/02/05, LENGTH: 12 SEC. LOCAL 

Fresno County’s board of supervisors changed its method for approving new subdivisions. The 

supervisors are considering concerns over air quality, water supply and suburban sprawl. This 

means approval for dozens of proposed subdivisions could be delayed. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/21/05, LENGTH: 18 SEC. LOCAL 

Merced County is joining in a lawsuit against the city of Atwater objecting to the Atwater city 

council's approval of environmental studies for a proposed subdivision. The county joins two 

school districts, a citizens group and the Merced County Farm Bureau in the suit. Critics claim 

the two-thousand home developments will violate state environmental laws. 

 

POLLUTION/ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/6/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/7/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

The federal government is investigating complaints about possible toxic contamination at a San 

Joaquin valley prison. This comes after complaints that a computer recycling plant at "Atwater 

prison" exposed inmates and guards to toxic contaminants. The probe came after a safety 

manager at the prison expressed concerns the plant kicks up dust containing poisonous substances 

including lead, Cadmium and barium.  

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/27/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN, LOCAL 

Segment #1: American Red Cross: Real Heroes Breakfast: Nominations are now being 

accepted for the 2005 Real Heroes Breakfast. Nominations are to honor heroes who have 

saved a life within this last year. Nominations will be judged by community leaders and 

award recipients will be presented at the Real Heroes Breakfast on Wednesday, March 

30
th

 at the Radisson Hotel in Fresno. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/27/05, 9:30AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Segment #3: California Highway Patrol: Child Safety Seat Check with Eric Estrada: 

The CHP wants you to understand the importance of having your child safety seats 

properly installed and just what the rules are. On April 9
th

, the CHP will offer free child 

car seat safety inspections for parents who have children in car seats. 
 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: CAUGHT IN THE WEB 

1/30/05, 5:00PM,:30 Minutes, Syndication 

Cell phones, chat rooms, text messages, and web blogs.  Teens today may be way ahead 

of adults when it comes to technology, but do they understand the danger?  

Caught in the Web tells the story of Kylie Taylor, a 14-year-old girl abducted by a man 

she met on-line.   You will also hear from a convicted child molester about how he used 

the Internet to find children.  Many parents realize that sexual predators are on the web, 



the surprise is how many predators there are and how quickly they surface when young 

children identify themselves in a chat room. 

The problem doesn’t stop with older men.  Kids use the Internet to cheat, view 

pornography, buy drugs, and spread nasty gossip. Unlike face-to-face conversations, 

teenagers’ electronic conversations are less regulated, which can lead to dire 

consequences.  Kids send hurtful or threatening messages to one another by e-mail or text 

messaging—and it’s all done anonymously. 

Caught in the Web examines how the Internet has become a present day wild west, along 

with ways to bring law back to the land.  
 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: SOMEONE YOU KNOW: 

3/19/05, 5:00PM,:30 Minutes, Syndication 

Dating violence affects at least 20 percent of teenagers in the United States. According to 

the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than one in five high school 

students and almost one in three college students have been victims of physical violence. 

One in four female college students also say they have suffered rape or attempted rape. 

But long before dating situations erupt in violence, experts say there are usually warning 

signs, including jealousy, manipulation and emotional control.  ―As soon as girls 

recognize those red flags,‖ says dating violence educator Angie Macy, ―it’s important for 

them to get out of that relationship as quickly as possible, because the longer they stay, 

the worse it’s going to get. 

The documentary Someone You Know details the early warning signs of dating violence, 

offers advice on breaking up safely, and includes steps teenage boys can take to help end 

the violence. 
 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/10/05, LENGTH :40 SEC., LOCAL 

The Fresno police swat team has surrounded a home in west central Fresno where police believe a 

rape suspect is inside the home with several of his own children. This is a live picture from the 

scene of the home. Several nearby homes have been evacuated as a safety precaution. Earlier, 

police tried using a flash grenade to try and get the suspect to respond to negotiators. The standoff 

started when police say they received a call earlier that a juvenile at the home had been molested. 

When police arrived to investigate, the suspect refused to leave. We will continue to monitor this 

situation, and bring any late breaking developments. 

  

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/17/05, LENGTH 1:28 MIN., LOCAL 

Most American families know the importance of having a working smoke alarm in the home. But 

are the alarms really doing what they're designed to do? In the first report published by the staff at 

the consumer product safety commission says that all existing research finds current smoke 

alarms do not reliably wake children under the age of 16 and smoke alarms may not reliably alert 

people who are hearing impaired.  

Current smoke alarms are proven to reduce your chance of dying in a fire by 50 percent.   

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC., LOCAL 

Big and little kids received a lesson today n bike safety. Fresno traffic officers joined Kiwanis 

club members in teaching the bicycle rules of the road to Hmong children. Some of them only 

recently arrived in the United States. The youngsters were also taught proper safety habits 

including the importance of wearing a helmet. Family members helped them navigate the ride 

around safety town set up for the occasion. Today's event was sponsored by stone soup 

community outreach organization for Southeast Asians. 

 

 



 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Police say corporal Trishun Jackson and Officer Jeremy Jones had pulled over the 18 and 19 year 

old suspects for a routine traffic stop. That's when police say one of the Barbosa brothers fired a 

shotgun hitting each officer once in the chest. Authorities later found both brothers hiding in the 

center divide of highway 99 - one with a gunshot wound. Police say corporal Jackson a 10-year 

veteran with the department - was a track star from Fresno State. She had donated to the 

department medals won at international tournaments. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/19/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno got 7-million for homeland security last year, but is off the list this year and other cuts 

could be coming. Local law enforcement fumed last month when it learned federal officials took 

Fresno off the list of 50 urban areas for homeland security grants Fresno planned to use 7-million 

dollars to fund a public safety communications center for the county and its 15 cities. So Mayor 

Autry and Fresno's police and fire chiefs met with homeland security officials this week in 

Washington. Local officials have said the San Joaquin valley, with its dams and aqueducts, is a 

potential terrorist target that is under-appreciated, but after what local officials say was a very 

productive meeting. There are no immediate funding changes. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 

Parents have felt like their children's safety has been in jeopardy having Diana Delgado on 

campus. Diana Delgado has pleaded her case for the charges that landed her on the sex offender 

list. Delgado says she's not a sexual predator, just made a bad decision 20 years ago when she had 

sex with a 16 year old boy. She was 23 at the time. But, she understands why many parents have 

been skeptical of her character and intentions 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/9/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC. LOCAL  
Law officers say if you want to prevent crime, invest in kids. They want taxpayers to get behind a 

push to make pre-school available to every child. A new report shows that 77- percent of the 

central valley's government funded pre- schools have waiting lists. 

Action news anchor Juanita Stevenson tells us why Fresno's police chief says that shortage is a 

threat to public safety. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/11/05, LENGTH 2:21 MIN., LOCAL 

Liz and Dale Merced police officers began training on a new computer mapping system this 

week. But they are now putting it to use in hopes it will help them find clues into last night's 

deadly shooting that can map concentrations of crime and identify past known locations of gang 

members. When shots rang out on Loughbourough street police used the new system to find out 

more information about the victim's. Sergeant Trinidad says it doesn't replace good old police 

work but will show officers what areas need beefed up patrols.  It's these maps that Trinidad says 

will make the streets of Merced safer 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/17/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC. LOCAL 

You may have become a victim of identity theft. Learn how thieves may have stolen your 

personal information without you even knowing it. At six, child safety is going hi-tech. 

Meet the teacher who's making sure kids look both ways before crossing the street. 

  

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/16/05, LENGTH 3:21 MIN, LOCAL 

Wireless internet or wi-fi is growing in popularity. More than 7 million u-s homes are already 

using it, with the number expected to jump to more than 12 million this year.  

Users (and you may be one of them) leave themselves open to thieves when it's really just a 

matter of a few simple steps to protect yourself. What may look like a harmless drive through this 

Clovis neighborhood could actually be a new kind of criminal on the prowl. It's called war-

driving. Where hackers cruise around, looking for wireless internet connections to poach off of. A 



number of these homes are at risk and don't even know it. Clovis PD computer crimes expert 

Matt McFadden showed action news how easy it is for potential crooks to pick out the most 

vulnerable targets. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/19/05, LENGTH: 30 SEC. LOCAL 

Clovis police officers traded their beats for knocking on doors to arrest or cite traffic violators 

who have warrants out for their arrest. This first-of-its-kind sweep in Clovis was designed to hold 

people accountable for their actions on the roadway and to make our streets safer. Altogether ten 

people were arrested or cited including one person who was taken to jail on suspicion of felony 

reckless driving causing and two people on misdemeanor Dui offenses. Because these offenders 

failed to appear in court, they face additional time or fines if they're convicted. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/20/05, LENGTH: 21 SEC. LOCAL 

It's a crime that's goes back hundreds of years in the valley, and the cases are often difficult to 

solve. Tonight on Action News Live at eleven, cracking down on valley cattle rustlers. How 

much the animal thefts are costing local ranchers, and the high tech tools authorities are using to 

try and catch the crooks red-handed.  That's tonight on action news live at eleven 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/24/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The city of Merced has had what they are calling three gang related deaths today and they took 

their message of "no tolerance" to the gang members themselves. Law enforcement officials are 

sending a strong message to those involved in crime and gangs. Since last November seven 

people have been murdered in Merced County. Five of them police say are gang related the latest 

victim six year old Cathalina Pimpradapsy, hit by bullet meant for her father. Police say enough is 

enough. FBI agents along with county and city officials went from one house to another and the 

amount of arrests began to mount 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/26/05, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

The Tulare County Sheriff's Gang Suppression unit led an effort to crack down on crime in 

northern Tulare County. More than a dozen law enforcement agencies knocked on doors and 

contacted probation and parole violators, and suspected gang members in 14 communities. The 

sweep resulted in 31 arrests including 16 felony arrests. The sheriff's department said the sweep is 

part of an ongoing effort to eliminate gangs and gang related crime in Tulare County. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/27/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC. LOCAL 

A graffiti hotline has been set up and targeted toward high school students. 

They're urged to report anyone who's done graffiti or plans to commit the crime. 

Students will get cash if the tip results in an arrest. The program will be launched in the 

Fresno Unified School District next month. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

U S attorney general Alberto Gonzales says help is on the way to curb violent crime in the valley. 

Fresno is one of five cities struggling with violent crime which will receive teams of government 

agents to fight crime. This is video from a day-light shooting in central Fresno earlier this month. 

Investigators will focus on prosecuting people for firearms violations which often accompany 

gang activity, illegal drug organizations and organized crime groups. The program began last year 

and is already used in fifteen cities. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/25/05, LENGTH; 20 SEC. LOCAL 

A state lawmaker is proposing a three strikes bill for drunk drivers. Assemblyman Russ Bogh's 

bill will cause you to lose your drivers license forever after your third drunk driving conviction. 

The Beaumont republican says DUI offenders are more likely to be involved in a fatal accident 

and news of wrecks caused by repeat offenders moved Bogh to author the legislation. 

 



What I'm specifically after are the people who just don't get it. The people who get caught and 

continue to drink and drive. These people need to be taken off the road; they are a public safety 

hazard. The state public defenders association has voted to oppose the bill, calling it a "one size 

fits all" penalty.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/02/05, LENGTH: 32 SEC., LOCAL     
Several crime-fighting agencies have joined forces with state governors and their spouses 

including Maria Shriver to help educate families about the dangers of on-line predators. The "I-

keep-safe" coalition's first campaign features a children's book and web site to teach kids and 

their parents about internet safety with the help of Cyber-guardian "faux paw," the tech cat.  The 

site offers 3 basic guidelines: keep, don't meet, and tell. The coalition says as many as one in five 

kids have received a sexual solicitation online.  To find out more about how to protect your child 

log on to www.ikeepsafe.org.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/2/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

In the north valley Merced city leaders and other community members are meeting to discuss an 

anti-violence task force. A Merced physician will discuss a comprehensive plan to make 

neighborhoods safer while reducing juvenile crime. The Merced doctor formed the group 

"reaching out" two years ago. City councilman Jim Sanders will discuss other successful 

programs adopted in cities such as Stockton and Boston.  .  

In the last couple of weeks a string of deadly shootings has shaken the community 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/3/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

Recent fights at Fresno's Edison High school has prompted district officials to call a meeting with 

parents. Seven students were hurt last Friday in one fight. The school increased police presence 

on campus earlier this week. The Fresno Bee reports that Monday there was an increase in 

absences among black and Asian students. Many parents are worried about racial tensions and 

their children's safety at the school. A meeting will be held tonight at 6-30 at the school cafeteria. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/04/05, LENGLTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

The number of absences remains high, but hundreds of students have returned to class at Edison 

high school. As action news first reported, it was just a week ago when three Edison students 

were arrested and seven had to be taken to the hospital after several fights broke out during the 

lunch period. Action news Anchor Juanita Stevenson is live at Edison high school tonight. With 

how last night's meeting helped calm fears and the plans to improve safety in the future? 

   

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/09/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/10/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

The board approved more than 140-thousand dollars to beef up security. The money will be used 

to bring back 14 student-safety assistants. The move comes after a big fight at Edison high school 

nearly two weeks ago. The board also agreed the safety assistants should go through training. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/10/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

Dyer notes the city's violent crime is down 14-percent over the last 3 years. He credits the 

creation of a "street violence bureau" which began investigations of robberies and assaults.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/10/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/11/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno police say violent crime is down 14-percent over the last three -years. That's why they're 

taking notice of a recent spike in crime. There have been sixteen -shootings in Fresno and four 

stabbings in just the last thirty -days. Police say all this crime can be attributed to one gang. That 

gang is based in south-west Fresno, but they're committing crimes in other parts of the city. 

Police won't name the gang but there are 60 members. Three were arrested yesterday including 

Anthony Armstrong who was involved in a three-hour stand-off. 



 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/14, 05, LENGTH 2:15 SEC., LOCAL 

In Merced County you won't find one large courthouse. Courtrooms are spread out and three of 

them are actually in portable trailers it's a situation the presiding judge says poses a security 

threat. Knives, scissors, and razor blades are just some of the weapons confiscated from people 

entering the Merced county courthouse during a two week period 

 

OPRAH, 1/05/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1HOUR SYNDCATION 

OPRAH, 1/05/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR SYNDICTION 

Scott Peterson’s Mistress: Amber Frey Reveals Her Story to Oprah. An Oprah special 

edition as we hear from a women in love with a murderer. Scott Peterson’s mistress 

Amber Frey reveals her side of the story one-on-one in from of a live audience. 

 

OPRAH, 1/07/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Part II: Inside Scott Peterson and Amber Frey’s Secret Romance: What you haven’t 

heard, the letter Scott, the man accused of murdering his wife and unborn baby, sent her 

from prison and their final taped conversation. Plus, did Scott have sinister plans for 

Amber? And More with Amber Frey. 
 

OPRAH 1/14/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

This Show Could Save Your Life: A Freak accident at eight months pregnant! A chilling 

911 call and a simple visit to the ATM. Then, here about being in the clutches of a rapist. 

What should you do? This show could save your life. 

 

OPRAH, 1/17/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Nate Berkus: The Tsunami Disaster: The messages and prayers poured in by the thousand 

and he’s read every one of them. For the first time since surviving the devastating 

tsunami, Nate Berkus returns to our show ready to tell his story. Plus, they were stranded 

with no food or water; somehow they made it our alive. Nate and fellow tsunami 

survivors and an emotional reunion. 
 

OPRAH, 2/18/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah Goes To Prison: The Paster Who killed His Wife. Scott Peterson guilty. Mark 

Hacking, charged. On today’s Oprah we ask the question, why do husbands kill? Oprah 

goes to prison, face-to-face, with the paster who murdered his wife. Plus, this woman was 

stabbed over fifty times and survived, but her children did not. The attacker was her 

husband. 

 

OPRAH, 3/03/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Scott Peterson’s Sister: 33 Reasons Why My Brother is Guilty. Scott Peterson’s own 

sister believed he was innocent. Now, she says he is a cold-blooded killer. Thirty-three 

reasons why she is convinced her brother is quality. The only family member to speak out 

against him, she opens up about her recent trip to prison to see him, Scott’s bizarre 

behavior, and what he said about Amber, his marriage, his mother, his sex life, new 

details we have not heard. 

 

OPRAH, 3/07/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Coming Face-To-Face With Your Attacker: A mother raped and murdered. Her daughter 

turns to the killer for answers. Then a hit man and his target face-to-face. 

 



OPRAH, 3/08/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

The Amy Fisher Story: It was a national obsession. The auto mechanic and the high 

school student. Joey Buttafucco and Amy Fisher. Their infamous affair and the attempted 

murder. Amy’s years in prison. She tells her side of the story on Oprah 

 

OPRAH, 3/16/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah investigates: Emotionally Tortured Wives: We put our cameras inside their home. 

We saw the name-calling, the yelling and the emotional torture. For millions of women, 

this happens every day. It’s the best kept secret in America. 
 

HEALTH 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 1/26/05, 9:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Children’s Hospital of Central California: Kids Day: On today’s show we 

talked with Dan Kimbell, Director of Sustaining Funds, about Kids Day. Thousands of 

Valley commuters put their brakes on, grab a dollar and buy a special edition of the 

Fresno Bee from volunteers located just about every street corner. The proceeds go 

directly to Children’s Hospital of Central California. 
 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/27/05, 9:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4: Children’s Hospital Central California: Kids’ Day: Joining us is Dan 

Kimball, Director of Sustaining Funds for CHCC. He’s back today because we want to 

remind everyone that Kids Day is Tuesday, March 15
th

.  Donations will go directly to 

Children’s Hospital of Central California. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/20/05, 9:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: California Transplant Donor Network: April: National Donate Life Month 

& Donor Registry. The California Transplant Donor Network joins us today to talk to us 

about organ and tissue donor registry. It in not an easy subject, but we need to educate 

ourselves about the importance of donating. We heard from Dr. Jim Davis, head of 

trauma at University Medical Center and Esther Padilla, Community Outreach 

Coordinator as they talked about the registration process. 

Segment #2: Poverello House: Operation Brown Bag: The Poverello House has been 

serving food to valley families and the homeless for over 30 years. The objective of 

―Operation Brown Bag‖ is primarily to raise awareness, educate the community, and 

generate support for Poverello House. Brown Bag  peanut butter and jelly lunches with 

all the trimmings, will be available for a $5.00 donation. The goal is to raise $25,000 by 

pre-selling to large businesses as well as making them available to community groups at 

large. 
 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/27/05, 9:30AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Segment #1: United Cerebral Palsy of Central California: ―Life Without Limits‖ one hour 

special: Channel 30 and United Cerebral Palsy of Central California teams up once again 

to tell you the story of UCP and their many services provided to children and parents. 

Their goal is ―Life Without Limits‖ for people with disabilities. We invite viewers to 

watch this one hour special coming up Sunday, April 3
rd

 at 4PM. 

Segment #2: UCP: Camp Mountain High: This is an annual trek students from UCP 

eagerly look forward to. Deep in the woods of Mariposa County you can see and hear 

nature’s wonders. This is no ordinary camp for dozens of UCP students who come every 



summer. This is a time for students to vacation and enjoy being out of their normal 

routine that is usually very structured. These years they were reaching for the Stars. 

Segment #3: California Highway Patrol: Child Safety Seat Check with Eric Estrada: 

The CHP wants you to understand the importance of having your child safety seats 

properly installed and just what the rules are. On April 9
th

, the CHP will offer free child 

car seat safety inspections for parents who have children in car seats. 
 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

For the past few years, oxygen bars have become a mainstay in other cities like Las Vegas, San 

Francisco and Los Angeles. Some people say they feel better after sessions breathing the scented 

air and now a new business is bubbling here in Fresno. That free air we breath around town is 

about 21 percent oxygen. People here can choose different aromatherapy scents of air which are 

35 percent oxygen.  A ten minute session is ten dollars. Medical experts say there are no 

documented long-term health benefits, but people can feel positive short term effects. They say it 

just ends as soon as you stop the session. The people who've tried it think it's great.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

This report card compares Madera County's children and families to other valley counties when it 

comes to things like health care, child care and education. The number one obstacle, poverty. So 

the county's placing its focus on preschool as the key to a brighter future. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/21/05, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

Workers at the city of Fresno such as jobs like garbage collectors, tree trimmers, even helicopter 

mechanics and the city of Fresno is asking ―What happened to almost two-million dollars?‖ The 

money was given to one of its labor unions for employee health insurance. But the city says the 

union did "not" spend it on health coverage. Action News reporter Gerrick Brenner looks at what 

happened in this action news investigation. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/23/05, LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/24/05, LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 

Rick had a stroke eight years ago. He lost most of his vision on the right side. One year ago, 

Doctor Nancy Newman had nothing to offer Rick. Now she has an answer. The makers of 

novavision VRT claim it stimulates healthy neurons in the brain to make up for damaged ones 

filling in some of the darkness. Rick does it twice a day, six days a week.  He stares at the center 

point and clicks the computer mouse when a dot appears on screen.  Critics question whether the 

therapy really works.  Doctor Newman isn't sure. 

Therapy lasts six months, and so far, for Rick, it's been a success. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/24/05, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

It’s not a choice between tax relief for the wealthiest Californians those who have benefited most 

from federal tax cuts and funding for health and schools. Investment in our schools now is the 

most rational way to improve the economy of the state of California. Governor Schwarzenegger 

says the state is still eight-point- six billion dollars in debt and he increased education spending 

by nearly three billion dollars.  

  

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH: 17 SEC., LOCAL 

You still have time to get a flu shot if you haven't already. State health officials say there is no 

longer a shortage of the flu vaccine. Doctors say it's not too late to get a flu shot  because it can be 

effective through April when the flu season ends. 

 

 



 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/27/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

Lawmakers in several states are considering a tax on cosmetic surgery. Procedures like facelifts 

and botox injections would be taxed. New Jersey is currently the only state to tax plastic surgery. 

It is projected to bring in $25 million a year. The Washington state lawmaker who is proposing 

says revenues should be used to pay for kids' health insurance.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/28/05, LENGTH 1:44 MIN., LOCAL 

Right now, the state department will only say that 20 refugee cases in California have been 

detected. But since many of the Hmong settled in the central valley, some of those cases are 

likely here. These are the cramped living conditions in Wat Tham Krabok, a refugee camp in 

Thailand where 9-thousand residents lived, many of whom now live in the central valley.  But for 

now, no more refugees can leave as the state department investigates whether the Hmong were 

adequately health screened before their journey to the United States. Tuberculosis is a 

communicable disease transmitted usually by constant contact among those who typically live in 

close quarters.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/30/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

Instead of popping a pill the next time you have pain. Perhaps you simply need a good massage 

or some time alone. That was part of the message at today's wellness fair in Fresno and that is 

taking charge of your own health using holistic methods instead of drugs or chemicals. Some of 

those in attendance were given hands-on treatments like massages or chiropractic evaluations. 

Organizers say sometimes pharmaceuticals are the answer but shouldn't be the first line of 

defense against illness. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/31/05, LENGTH: 35 SEC., LOCAL 

The Fresno county health department is releasing the number of Hmong refugees who tested 

positive for tuberculosis. There are 4 people who have been treated for TB within the past two 

months 1 adult and 3 child. The county became aware of the TB results a couple of months ago 

during the health screening process of the Hmong refugees.  

There are 20 cases total in California, and 12 of them are from Sacramento county.  

The health department stresses that there were 101 cases of TB last year in Fresno County. They 

say it's a very common thing, and does not just occur in the Hmong community. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/19/05, LENGTH: 14 SEC., LOCAL 

This weekend you have a chance to get screened for potentially deadly diseases and it's all free. 

Wal-Mart stores across the country and here in the valley will offer free cholesterol and blood 

pressure screenings today from eleven this morning. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE SUNDAY 8AM, 2/20/05, LENGTH 2:04 MIN., LOCAL 

In El Dorado Park, once called "sin city," the slum-lord conditions are easy to find in an area near 

Fresno State. Check out the cock-roaches on walls and mold on the carpets. 

Kim Thompson of "Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministries" actually says the city under 

mayor "Alan Autry" has done a good job the last two years with programs of code enforcement 

and affordable housing. But now Fresno's newest city council-member wants to do more. Larry 

Westerlund, whose district includes El Dorado Park, wants to create a multi-agency anti-slumlord 

strike force. He sees a 14-member strike force including not just housing inspectors, but health 

officials, prosecuting attorneys, and police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/23/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/23/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

International health and animal experts say there's still time to control the spread of Asia's deadly 

bird flu. The director of the centers for disease control says scientists believe the avian flu could 

turn into a virus that spreads easily from birds to humans. 

Experts warn it could become far deadlier and spark a global epidemic that could kill millions of 

people. International health officials are urging the world's governments to start drafting 

emergency plans. In Asia, 42 people have died from avian flu more cases are expected 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC., LOCAL 

North valley students interested in the health profession checked out careers available in the field 

as they learned about everything from fire rescue to nursing. Students heard from keynote 

speakers, toured health related businesses, and participated in hands-on activities. More than 2-

hundred north valley high school students took part in today's health industry day. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/24/05, LENGTH: 27 SEC. LOCAL 

The West Nile virus has made its first appearance of the year in Fresno county. A dead sparrow 

testing positive for the virus was found in Kingsburg. In 2004, 116 birds, 21 horses and 15 human 

cases of West Nile were found in Fresno County. The virus can be transmitted to humans by 

mosquitoes and health officials have been warning because of the high levels of rain this season. 

The number of mosquitoes will also be high. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE SATURDAY, 2/26/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEW AM LIVE, SUNDAY, 2/27/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC. LOCAL 

No child likes going to the dentist but every parent knows how important it is to take care of their 

little smiles. The 8th annual "save our smiles" program took place at the health science building 

at Fresno city college. The program gives free dental care for disadvantaged kids between 2nd 

and 6th grades. It was an even swap, free dental care in exchange for an education on oral 

hygiene. While it's not exactly a fun lesson to learn, dozens of families took advantage of the 

program. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/10/05, LENGTH 2:28 MIN., LOCAL 

Alarming new information about breast cancer and a group of scientists have linked the killer 

disease to secondhand smoke. In fact, women could greatly increase their chances of getting 

breast cancer by being in a smoky room. It is far from the final word, but scientists doing research 

for a reputable environmental advisory group is now ready to report that second hand smoke 

causes breast cancer, increasing a woman's risk up to 90%.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/11/05, LENGTH: 18 SEC. LOCAL 

According to a new study, seeing a doctor or seeking emergency medical treatment is harder to 

do in Fresno, Kern and San Joaquin counties than just about anywhere else in the country. The 

community need index developed by San Francisco-based catholic healthcare west pinpoints 

health disparities. It put valley counties among the bottom ten nationwide. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE SUNDAY 8AM, 3/13/05, LENGTH: 54 SEC., LOCAL 

When it comes health care, Merced County is one of the neediest places in the country, ranking 

alongside downtown Los Angeles.  The results of a study by "mercy medical center" show that 

out of Merced County’s 230-thousand people 40 percent struggle to get health care. Merced 

county sheriff Mark Pain, is reacting to what happened in a Georgia Courthouse, saying Merced 

County’s own facilities lack security. The courts could pay for additional deputies and metal 

detectors to guard courtrooms. But that would take money away from the proposed new 

courthouse. The new two-story courthouse would have state-of-the-art security. 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/15/05, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

Bryan is different, his body tires fast, and his joints often ache.  Bryan has spondyloarthropathy, a 

common arthritic disease. Bryan's parents first noticed a problem when he was just three years 

old. For six years, Bryan was misdiagnosed, with everything from leukemia to normal aches and 

pains. Doctor Lehman says parents should look for specific symptoms to make sure it is just 

growing pains. If your child experiences morning stiffness or pain in the daytime, it could be 

something more serious and the doctor says it needs a medical evaluation. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/17/05, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

A senator is calling on the food industry to limit the amount of junk food advertising aimed at 

America's kids. He is warning that if the food industry doesn't self-regulate, then he'll ask 

congress to impose federal rules. The diets of children in this country has become a public health 

crisis//now an epidemic.  Senator Harkin blames advertisers. Last year, the food industry spent 10 

billion dollars in direct marketing to children, bombarding them with images of junk food 

packaged with the images of their favorite cartoon characters like Shrek; Spongebob; even the 

wiggles are being used to sell  

Sugary snacks to preschoolers.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/18/05, LENGTH; 14 SEC. LOCAL   
The central valley's largest health care system reportedly suffered its largest operating loss in 

recent history last year. Community Medical Centers here in Fresno, were 10-point-eight million 

dollars in debt last year. Officials say the losses come from hospital improvements, and treating 

uninsured patients.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH 1:49 MIN., LOCAL 

Thirteen-year-old Alex  Valeno has had high blood pressure since she was five. For her, it's just a 

way of life. Doctors measure blood pressure in kids by comparing their scores to that of their 

peers. The causes of high blood pressure are the same in children as they are in adults.  Risk 

factors include being overweight, not getting enough exercise, and a diet high in salt.  And 

doctors look for more. Those problems include high cholesterol, thickening of the heart, sleep 

problems and changes in sugar metabolism, which can lead to diabetes. Although rare, frequent 

nosebleeds and headaches are symptoms of high blood pressure. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/128/05, LENGTH 1:47 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH 1:47 SEC., LOCAL 

This new study presented today reveals the central valley's air pollution problem through personal 

stories of women and children and how pollution has affected them. Teresa Deanda's personal 

story of exposure to pesticides is just one of many revealed in a new study released by the 

woman's foundation of California. The study focuses on the valley's air pollution, water 

contamination and pesticide problems. The study found that environmental toxin's have more of 

an impact on women than men  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/21/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

Top economists say the federal budget deficit has become a greater danger to the u-s economy 

than terrorism. The national association of business economics says the ballooning deficit is a 

major risk both short-term and over the long haul. It comes in a close third behind health care 

costs and the growth of the nation's elderly population. 

 

OPRAH, 1/12/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Miracle Babies With Celine Dion: The women, the voice, the one and only, new music 

with Celine Dion. Plus, her husband died and sixteen months later, this woman gave birth 

to their twins. 

 



OPRAH, 1/20/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

A Single Mother of Quads: Oprah’s day with quadruplets. Then, a first and it’s a miracle. 

The once conjoined twins are here in our studio and an incredible follows-up. Her 

husband murdered her four children right here in the central Valley. Now, she has saved 

sixteen lives. 
 

OPRAH, 2/08/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Hooked On Plastic Surgery at Age 28. Twenty-six surgeries and she are only twenty-

eight. Nose, breasts, cheeks, you name it and she is addicted to plastic surgery 

 

OPRAH, 2/14/05, 4:00PM & 1:06AM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah’s Weight Loss Plan: It is the question Oprah is asked all the time. How did she 

lose the weight and how does she keep if off. Oprah revealed exactly how she did it and 

how you can too. Plus, this man lost 500 pounds without surgery and women eighty-five 

pounds lighter.  

 

OPRAH, 3/10/05, 4:00PM& 1:06AM. 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

World’s Biggest Surprise Baby Shower: Six hundred and forty women and they are all 

pregnant at the same time. It’s the world’s biggest surprise baby shower. We also saw the 

miracle of birth as one baby is born right on air on today’s Oprah. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY 2/6/045, 5:00AM, :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

HISPANICS TODAY 3/13/05, 5:00AM, :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

D’s In Diet: A study in the American Journal of Public Health report that Texas 4
th

 

graders are a whopping 70% heavier than the national average. Researchers identified 

Texas’ large Latino population at particular risk. Texas educators are tackling the 

challenge by incorporating a special diet/exercise program into the school curriculum. 

They fear if they don’t turn the tide children will be doomed to develop diabetes as the 

result of poor lifestyle choices. 

Jane Delagdo, PHD-Diabetes, Health and Economy: 

Health doesn’t happen in a vacuum,‖ declares Dr. Jane Delgado, President and CEO of 

the National Alliance for Hispanic Health. Our future economy is dependent on the 

healthy workforce, and lost workdays as a result of poor health have significant impact 

on the economy. The issue needs to be addressed with our youth. Overweight Latino 

children are more prone to develop diabetes and self-esteem issues. 
 

 

EDUCATION 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 1/16/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: The Ruth and Sherman Lee Institute for Japanese Art: We were joined by 

Paula Ametjian Blazek’s as she shared information about the Institute. The Institute was 

founded by Elizabeth and Willard Clark of Hanford. Their mission is to collect, conserve, 

and study and exhibit the paintings and sculptures and decorative arts of Japan.  

Segment #2: Japanese New Year Festival: The Ruth and Sherman Lee Institute for 

Japanese Art will celebrate its second annual Japanese New Year with traditional 

Japanese games and Koto music on Saturday, January 22
nd

.  

Segment #3: Children First: Secrets of Success: According to the US census bureau, only 

twenty percent of valley residents have a college degree. So what happens to the other 



eighty percent? Action New anchor Warren Armstrong has the story. If you’re a college 

bound high school student the road to success is paved with the letters SAT, the 

Scholastic Aptitude Test. But as Action News Anchor Liz Harrison reports, getting that 

score can be one of the most stressful times in a teenager’s life. 
 

VALLEY FOCUS, 1/17/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

Mother Daughter Dynamic (1:44 min) the mother-daughter relationship is one of the 

most special ones that exist. At times, though, it can also be one of the most volatile, 

especially once adolescence hits. Here is a how to for surviving the turbulent years. 

Hispanic Dropouts (1:36 min) A new study by the Department of Education examines 

school dropout rates over the past 30 years. Overall, the numbers are encouraging; 

dropout rates are declining for African Americans and Whites, but one group, the group 

with the highest dropout rate of all has remained largely unchanged. 

Popular, Not Studious: (1:37 min) When you think of the cool kids you knew in high 

school, was it the one who worked hard on his studies and got straight A’s? Not likely. 

While a lot of things have changed since you were in high school, that idea, that studios 

isn’t cool, remains as strong as ever. 
 

VALLEY FOCUS, 1/26/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3: National Parks Conservation Association: Educational Opportunities and 

Challenges in California’s National Parks: A New report has just been released saying 

California’s National Parks don’t make the grade. Joining me in this discussion is Laura 

Whitehouse. Laura is the Central Valley Field Representative for the National Parks 

Conservation Association. This report has been released by the nonpartisan National 

Parks Conservation association. It says they need more funding to preserve parks as 

educational opportunities. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

Less Teen Sex (1:45 Min) Sex: teens talk about it, they see it in magazines, movies and 

on TV. But all the talk, new numbers about teen sexual activity might surprise you. 

Asthma Missed: (1:39 Min) Nine million children in the U.S. have asthma, a condition 

that can be easily controlled and have almost no impact on their lives. If they take their 

prescribed medication. It turns out that’s a big IF. 

Parent-Teen Sex Talk (1:30 Min.) According to a new poll by the National Campaign to 

Prevent Teen Pregnancy, 90 percent of parents say they don’t know how to talk to their 

kids about sex, in part because they are afraid of one question more than any other. 
 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/27/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN, LOCAL 

Segment #2: Radio Bilingual: Viva el Mariachi Festival: For 23 years, Radio Bilingual 

has brought to the valley some outstanding mariachi’s for their annual Viva El Mariachi 

Festival in California. Here to talk about the event is the event coordinator, Linda 

Traynor. This is the longest running Mariachi Festival in California. On the Saturday 

before the event, workshops are held at Fresno State University.  

Segment #3: State Center Community College Foundation: Renaissance Feast for 

Scholars: State Center Community College Foundation it here to invite you to their 

Renaissance event for scholars. The evening will include dinner and wine along with 

entertainment and a live auction. The Renaissance Feast for Scholars will benefit students 

of the State Center Community College District which currently serves more than 34,000 

students.  



 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/20/05, 9:30AM,:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3: Junior League of  Fresno: Sweet On The Arts Fundraiser: Joined by Melisha 

Ford, President of the Junior League of Fresno and Darrellyn Colldar, Chair of their 

upcoming event, ―Sweet on the Arts.‖ Proceeds will benefit many projects of the JLF 

involving children in need with an emphasis on education and health.  The Junior League 

of Fresno is working with the Fresno County Foster Care system on behalf of foster care 

children by enhancing the environment of Fresno’s visitation rooms and classrooms. 

JFL members will work to make the classrooms more inviting for the teens by making 

the spaces more modern and comfortable so there will be greater participation in the 

skills programs to improve mentoring opportunities. 

Segment #4: San Joaquin River Parkway: It’s For the Birds! Birdhouse Building 

Contest/Parties for the Parkway. Birdhouses will be judged in the 2
nd

 annual ―It’s For the 

Birds! Contest. The birdhouses will be for sale and on exhibit. Proceeds benefit River 

Center educational programs for children and adults. Another event ―2005 Parties for the 

Parkway begins and includes intimate dinner parties to canoeing on the river with catered 

lunches, with something for everyone. 

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: CAUGHT IN THE WEB 

1/30/05, 5:00PM,:30 Minutes, Syndication 

Cell phones, chat rooms, text messages, and web blogs.  Teens today may be way ahead 

of adults when it comes to technology, but do they understand the danger?  

Caught in the Web tells the story of Kylie Taylor, a 14-year-old girl abducted by a man 

she met on-line.   You will also hear from a convicted child molester about how he used 

the Internet to find children.  Many parents realize that sexual predators are on the web, 

the surprise is how many predators there are and how quickly they surface when young 

children identify themselves in a chat room. 

The problem doesn’t stop with older men.  Kids use the Internet to cheat, view 

pornography, buy drugs, and spread nasty gossip. Unlike face-to-face conversations, 

teenagers’ electronic conversations are less regulated, which can lead to dire 

consequences.  Kids send hurtful or threatening messages to one another by e-mail or text 

messaging—and it’s all done anonymously. 

Caught in the Web examines how the Internet has become a present day wild west, along 

with ways to bring law back to the land.  

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: SOMEONE YOU KNOW: 

3/19/05, 5:00PM,:30 Minutes, Syndication 

Dating violence affects at least 20 percent of teenagers in the United States. According to 

the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than one in five high school 

students and almost one in three college students have been victims of physical violence. 

One in four female college students also say they have suffered rape or attempted rape. 

But long before dating situations erupt in violence, experts say there are usually warning 

signs, including jealousy, manipulation and emotional control.  ―As soon as girls 

recognize those red flags,‖ says dating violence educator Angie Macy, ―it’s important for 

them to get out of that relationship as quickly as possible, because the longer they stay, 

the worse it’s going to get. 

The documentary Someone You Know details the early warning signs of dating violence, 

offers advice on breaking up safely, and includes steps teenage boys can take to help end 

the violence. 



 

THE AFRICAN AMRERICAN EXPERIENCE 

2/12/05, 5PM,:30 Minutes, ABC Network 

The African American Experience touched upon many of the 17 national park historical 

sites, but will focus on the compelling stories of the following key historical people and 

events. They include Fredrick Douglas, Martin Luther King, The King Center, The 

Tuskegee Airmen and Tuskegee Institute among others. The special hosted by ABC 

News Robin Roberts, whose father, Lawrence Roberts, was one of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

 

UNCF: EVENING OF THE STARS 

1/9/05, 2:00AM 4 Hours, Syndication 
An Evening of Stars Tribute to Quincy Jones is an experience not to be missed. Viewers were 

asked to be a part of this exciting evening to benefit over 65,000 deserving college students in 

need of financial support. They can pledge support and help provide educational opportunities for 

deserving students.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC., LOCAL 

A new valley center is dedicated to saving animals lives. But it needs your help to open its doors. 

The ―Valley Animal Center" is under construction and it's scheduled to open in 2006. The state of 

the art, "no-kill" shelter will offer spay and neuter services, cat and dog adoptions and pet-

training. Shelter managers say Fresno puts more animals to sleep than most other cities in the 

country. The new facility will provide education and incentives to control the pet population. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH 2:07 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/19/05, LENGTH 2:07 MIN., LOCAL 

Facing a 2 billion-dollar hit next year in Governor Schwarzenegger's budget, a coalition of the 

state's largest education groups is considering a strategy for challenging the spending plan. The 

governor was once considered a major ally of schools. Action News Capitol Bureau Chief 

Nanette Miranda explained that reputation may be changing. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

This report card compares Madera County’s children and families to other valley counties when it 

comes to things like health care, child care and education. The number one obstacle is poverty. So 

the county's placing its focus on preschool as the key to a brighter future. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH: 30 SEC. LOCAL 

Action news anchor Lisa Gonzales was one of the speakers at a career fair. She shared her 

journalism work experiences. The new millennium institute of education focuses on teaching at 

risk 7-th thru 12-th grade students. Former pro football player and local businessman Tim 

McDonald and Fresno City councilwoman Cynthia sterling were also guest speakers at this event.   

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/21/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC., LOCAL 

Two of the men the governor called the three stooges continues their push to keep education off 

the budget chopping block. The State Superintendent Jack O'Connell and treasurer Phil Angelides 

tried in the simplest terms to explain the budget debate to school kids in Sacramento.  They want 

the governor to fully fund education in the 2005-2006 budgets.  They're now being joined by 

Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante and controller Steve Westly. O'Connell told the children 

he was one of those who made a deal last year with the Governor, saying they'd give up two 

billion dollars in exchange for full funding this coming year.  

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/21/05, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

Working families in Fresno County often find themselves not just priced out of the housing 

market but turned away from traditional lending sources. In Fresno County the new acorn 

housing program wants to change the picture as explained by Action News Anchor Nancy 

Osborne. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/24/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

It’s the two billion dollar fight with school kids in California caught in the middle. The state 

superintendent of public schools, Jack O'Connell, says he wants to improve high schools, provide 

universal pre-school, and have better student nutrition and fitness.  

But O'Connell claims governor Schwarzenegger's budget doesn't include the amount of money 

owed to education. O'Connell says Schwarzenegger needs to raise taxes rather than reduce 

education spending. 

  

ACTION NEWS MIIDAY, 1/25/05, LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 

According to new research from Rutgers University, new parents report even less marriage 

satisfaction than a generation ago and there are lots of reasons. Experts say parenting can be 

lonely, but don't be afraid to ask for help. Experts advise couples to sign up for a marriage 

education course before getting pregnant. The classes vary in length from a half day to a 

semester.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/26/05, LENGTH: 16 SEC., LOCAL 

The university opened a new regional center in Visalia and students can earn bachelor's degrees 

in business management and liberal studies through the center.  The master's degree program 

includes courses in teaching and administration.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/28/05, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno State is taking the lead to help curb alcohol abuse among college students. 

Ten other CSU campuses are joining forces with Fresno state to combat out of control drinking 

and they're getting help with a 74 million dollar grant. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/28/05, LENGTH: 36 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger's chief money man was in Fresno to defend a budget proposal that has 

come under attack by a number of groups including teachers' unions. 

Education advocates say 36-and-a-half billion education budget still shorts schools nearly 2 

billion dollars. Campbell says it's just not feasible at this time to give more money to schools and 

that fiscal responsibility is the only way to bring California out of deficit and bring business back 

to the state. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/30/05, LENGTH: 37 SEC., LOCAL 

The education coalition is once again taking governor Schwarzenegger to task over his plans for 

the state's education budget. Governor Schwarzenegger says education funding will be raised by 

7-percent under his plan. The coalition says that actual spending will be up just 3-and-a-half 

percent. They also fear they'll never see the 2-point-three billion dollars owed to them under the 

state's constitution. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/13/05, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

This is the way they teach at Fresno state's early childhood education center...a model pre-school 

that shows preschoolers learn through experimenting. Here children are encouraged to learn what 

first interests them and are exposed to a curriculum rich in the arts, music as well as the basics. 

Director Shareen Ambramson says this is the way kids should be taught and says too many 

schools are focused on teaching kids to memorize instead of think. Many early childhood 

educators say they are pleased to see the statewide focus now being placed on the importance of 

pre-school, but they are concerned that what should be a time of exploration in a young child's 



life will be replaced with a learning environment that looks like a place for grown ups and  not 

kids. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/14/05, LENGTH 2:12 MIN., Local 

With so many sweets on the table Valentine's Day is especially tough on obese kids. 

Students at the academy of the Sierras in Reedley are getting a life-altering education. 

It’s your typical boisterous cafeteria crowd minus the teasing. Cole came from Virginia Beach to 

the academy of the Sierras in Reedley to start a new life. Students here are learning how to make 

healthy choices. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/15/05, LENGTH: 44 SEC., LOCAL 

Arnold Schwarzenegger stood with teachers, charter school advocates and school superintendents 

who support his efforts to reform the state's schools today. They have all seen first hand how the 

system has failed our teachers and how the system has failed our students. And they know what it 

takes in order to turn the system around. The governor is calling this his Educational reform 

coalition. And it includes Fresno county school superintendent Pete Mehas.  Paying teachers 

based on performance, expanding charter schools and Vocational programs and getting rid of a 

state law that prohibits school boards from competitive bidding for services.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/16/05, LENGTH 2:35 MIN., LOCAL 

Interim superintendent Chuck Mccully says he didn't feel the two sides were making enough 

progress toward a resolution so he wants a mediator to step in and help and with the district 

facing a state takeover officials say it's important that they get the budget problems resolved. 

Fresno unified teachers say it is all about the classroom and providing a quality education to the 

students, teachers have been in talks with the district's negotiating team for nine months.  They 

have a number of proposals on the table but the main issues are salaries and benefits as well as 

staffing ratios, how many children per classroom. They are tough issues to negotiate but the head 

of the teachers union says he was surprised to learn that superintendent McCully was ready to 

declare an impasse. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/17/05, LENGTH: 27 SEC., LOCAL 

Changes could be in store for the way sex education is taught in your child's school. 

The civil rights for family’s coalition is gathering signatures for ballots propositions that would 

change two things. First, it would require school districts to notify parents when their children are 

taught about sex. The other would ban sex education for kindergarten to sixth grade students. The 

group says there have been several cases in the state where teachers discussed sexually-explicit 

information without parent's knowledge.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/17/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC., LOCAL 

A new mobile health unit will be heading to different county schools to provide health screenings 

to kids. It will be focusing on screening for obesity -- and juvenile diabetes. 

The county office of education says obesity has increased by more than 50 percent in the past few 

years in children age 6 to 11. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/20/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/21/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTON NEWS MIDDAY, 2/21/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/21/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/21/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/22/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC, LOCAL 

If you live in the north valley, we want to hear from you. ABC 30 listens is coming to Merced on 

Tuesday night.  You're invited to come talk with ABC 30 managers and North Valley Bureau 

Chief Katie Hammer about stories you'd like us to cover in the north valley. The town hall 



meeting is Tuesday night at 7 at the Merced county office of education at 632 west 13th street. 

We'll be in the Clark and Newbold rooms, and hope to see you there." 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, SUNDAY, 2/27/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

UC Merced is set to open this fall and one woman is working to make sure incoming students feel 

welcome in the new college community. North Valley Bureau Chief Katie Hammer tells us what 

she's doing and what it means for new students. Crystal Wuebker is setting the standard when it 

comes to student organizations at UC Merced 

Over the last year she has been organizing vanguard--a group designed for engineering students. 

Wuebker hopes by establishing vanguard before class opens it will help these students feel at 

home when they move onto campus 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

New textbooks at Hoover High are kept under lock and key. These algebra two books cost 60-

dollars a piece, while calculus textbooks average between 70 -and 80 -dollars.  Principal Doug 

Jones says they need more books like these. A class action lawsuit known as Williams vs. 

California alleged the state failed to provide thousands of low income students with minimum 

necessities required for education such as textbooks.  The state has now promised nearly one 

billion dollars to California schools. Administrators say the biggest problem:  many of the books 

get lost and never get returned.  Insufficient textbooks will be turned over to the school board 

tonight. Trustees will also hear from the public.          

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC., LOCAL 

It was a big night for some special valley high school students eager to get a taste of the working 

world. This was one of the biggest nights of the year for local restaurant owners and it’s called 

―The annual "Best of the Valley California Restaurant Association Banquet". But the evening was 

extra special for three of its servers... Who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. The students are main-

streamed in general education classes at Fresno and Clovis Unified, but rarely get this kind of 

high-pressure work experience. Organizers hope the black-tie event will give the students 

confidence to pursue their career goals. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/02/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC., LOCAL 

The special election would likely to be held on November 8th. It would pit the popular governor 

against education interests, labor unions and democrats. Polls show most Californians support 

Schwarzenegger's. Reform plans, but they do not support the cost of a special election which 

would be between 70 to 80 million dollars.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/03/05, LENGTH: 25 SEC., LOCAL 

Youth art month is underway and students from all around the valley are showcasing their talents 

in downtown Fresno. The student exhibition entitled "art will not be shooed away!" is on display 

in the Lyles Theatre at the met. The exhibit is meant to show why visual arts are so important in 

student's daily education. You can check out these lovely pieces from now until March 27th. 

"Youth Art Month" has been observed nationally since 1961. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/4/05, LENGTH: 21 SEC. LOCAL 

An Ivy League education can be affordable...in fact, it can be free. Starting next year, Yale 

University is increasing financial aid for lower income families. The university will give free 

tuition to families making less than 45 thousand dollars per year. Those earning between 45 and 

60 thousand will see required contributions drop by one half. Other Ivy League schools have 

similar programs.  

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/09/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Education leaders in the state capitol have a new list of which schools aren't making the grade. 

The schools are measured under the new "no child left behind" law. As action news first reported, 

valley school districts on the "need improvement" list include Fresno Unified, Madera Unified, 

Visalia Unified and Sanger Unified, Selma Unified, Porterville Unified., Los Banos Unified.and 

Mendota Unified. More schools were on the original list, but then education leaders revised and 

relaxed their criteria. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/15/05, LENGTH :24 SEC. LOCAL 

One thousand California teachers are at risk for losing their jobs. Today is the last day for school 

districts to give teachers pink slips and let them know they might be fired next school year. 

Educators rallied today at the state capitol saying the governor's new budget is unfair to 

education. Many districts will be able to re-hire the teachers who were given pink slips once 

leaders figure out their budgets. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

What will the well dressed valley girl wear this summer? The hope is the "Sim-Dog" line will 

catch on. It's all about an unusual combination of fashion, education, and honoring a memory. 

The line includes shirts and skirts and slacks and the models wore them with angels’ wings...and 

clearly had a good time. These girls were all friends or classmates of Jeffrey Simonian. The 

Clovis High student died in a car accident three years ago. Money raised from this fashion show, 

and the clothing line -Sim Dog, his nick name, goes to a scholarship fund.  Sister Amanda came 

up with this idea to honor her brother and help other Clovis high students go to college. The 

clothes are sold at the edge boutique in Clovis.  The first buyers were classmates, it's hoped 

exposure like this, will attract more customers. Seven students have already received some of this 

unique scholarship money. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6; 00PM, 3/21/05, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

There is a lot that can be done to prevent some of the problems that come with student drinking.  

University and city officials hope they can avoid some of the problems by talking about it early. 

Higher education and alcohol can go hand in hand it's a reality Merced leaders will soon have to 

face with the help of an expert from UC Berkley the city hopes to avoid alcohol related  problems 

other university's have had 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/23/05, LENGTH: 27 SEC., LOCAL 

The state's top democrats are drawing the line against the ballot initiatives being pushed by 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. The Governor has been traveling around the state to sell his 

proposals. He's followed wherever he goes by demonstrators. The governor has been raising 

money to get the initiatives on the November ballot.  One would trigger automatic budget cuts if 

the legislature fails to pass budgets on time. Democrats say it's an assault on education funding 

minimums approved by voters with prop 98.  

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 1/2/05, 5:00AM,:30 MIN, SYNDICATION 

Briefest: Driving Students Towards Entrepreneurship: The United States Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with the Ford Motor Company to steer teenager’s 

interest in business development. Orlando, Florida is one of several sites across the 

country holding Bizfest competitions. The winner is awarded a one thousand dollar 

scholarship and to compete at the USCHCC annual convention. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY 1/23/05, 5:00AM, :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

HESTEC-Training the Next Generation/Hispanic Engineering Science and Technology: 

Making math, science and engineering interesting to students is no small task. The 



HESTEC program develops stimulating projects like robotic competitions to give Latinos 

fresh perspectives on traditionally dry subjects. 

National Council for Community and Educational Partnerships: They are one of the 

partners for HESTEC. Latinos are encouraged to donate to scholarship funds to help 

Hispanic students achieve their full potential. 

Anna Maria Arias Memorial Business Fund Winners: Armandina Flores’ business 

Escueltia del Alma‖ is a Spanish language immersion learning center for kids. The center 

was profiled as a winner of five thousand dollars from the Anna Maria Memorial Fund. 

AOL: Getting Latinos on line: AOL is making computers more accessible to Latinos by 

offering inexpensive computers along with instructions and content in Spanish.  
 

 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/04/05, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

If you want to know where Central Unified is headed just take a look at the Clovis school district.  

As the area experienced a building boom school officials built mega education complexes. 

Central Unified assistant superintendent says his district looked at the success Clovis had and 

decided to give it a try. District officials had the opportunity to buy a big enough parcel of land to 

house an education complex land adjacent to a purposed development by McCaffrey homes. The 

entire project involves two hundred and twenty-two acres located west of highway 99, at Ashlan 

and Hayes. It is bounded by Gettysburg to the north and Grantland to the west.  The land is zoned 

for agriculture and rural homes.  School officials and the developer went before the city council 

to get the zoning changed. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/07/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

They're some of the poorest farm workers in the valley. But they're also behind one of the largest 

housing booms. South valley bureau Cheif Subhead Ravindhran explains why lawmakers want to 

put a stop to a new trend in farm labor housing. We were shown five acres before it became 

employee housing, a before and after look. Farmer Natalie Gonzalez is growing a new type of 

crop. By building farm labor homes, she says she's improving lives and making money. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/11/05, LENGTH 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 

Dry water wells have homeowners demanding action and some blame unplanned growth in the 

county. The supervisors are trying to take action but some think their plans are all wet. Some 

mountain folk said they county plans to make sure every home lot has water go too far. They are 

unsure as to the government becoming involved or even if they have jurisdiction. The county 

supervisors say they're just trying to make some rules that should have been made years ago. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/12/05, LENGTH: 28 SEC., LOCAL 

Continued growth in the foothills is expected to further deplete water wells. Some developers and 

real estate brokers are asking the supervisors to consider allowing shared wells. One well for 

several parcels and that's one of the issues the county will be studying before taking action.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH 2:17 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/18/05, LENGTH 2:17 MIN., LOCAL 

The study points to progressive trends in Mexico, a lower birth rate, and an improving economy, 

and concludes fewer Mexicans may choose to come to the United Sates. 

It's a concern for growers who rely on the workers, but the conclusions are debatable. The study 

is one of a series compiled in migration news at UC Davis. They note that the birthrate in Mexico 

has dropped dramatically, the high of more than 7 children per female in 1970, to a current rate of 

2.4. Just slightly higher than the U.S. The report it suggests the drop could mean fewer migrants 



will be making their way to the valley, to work the valleys orchards, vineyards and croplands.  

Growers agree there could be a drop, but because of competition from other jobs. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE SUNDAY 6AM, 1/16/05, LENGTH: 49 SEC., LOCAL 

Merced county officials will begin looking for tenants to fill the vacant buildings at the "castle 

airport aviation and development center." This comes after the air national guard announced it 

will indefinitely delay its move to the former air force base. Plans for the Merced Center, a 45-

million dollar downtown development have come to a halt.  

The city council will vote on whether to terminate its agreement with the developer. This is the 

second snag for the center in the last three months. Veena Goel, Miss California 2004 was in 

Merced this week. Goel was at Mcswain Elementary school on Friday talking to the students 

about making thoughtful and healthy decisions in order to live a better life.  

  

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH: 25 SEC. LOCAL 

Tonight, we are taking about a possible roadblock in plans to bring a multi-million dollar 

development to Merced. The city council has voted to terminate its agreement with the developer 

from Phoenix. The Merced center would include a hotel, office and parking structure, now the 

city is looking for a new business partner...and apparently has a long list of candidates.    

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH: 48 SEC., LOCAL 

Merced center is a 45-million dollar development planned right in the heart of downtown. 

But the city says it wasn't pleased with the progress or lack of progress the developer was making 

and decided to end their deal. We will make that official in about an hour - during tonight's city 

council meeting. Merced center is going up on the corner of 18th and m streets. The plan is to 

include a five-story hotel, office building and parking garage. 

But city council members say Phoenix developer, Richard Harrison was struggling to fill the 

hotel part. So both sides agreed to end their exclusive negotiations. Even though this is the second 

major delay in this project city leaders remain positive saying this is just another slight snag. 

They're already meeting with new developers this week. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 1/19/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno got 7-million for homeland security last year, but is off the list this year and other cuts 

could be coming. Local law enforcement fumed last month when it learned Federal officials took 

Fresno off the list of 50 urban areas for homeland security grants. Fresno planned to use 7-million 

dollars to fund a public safety communications center for the county and its 15 cities. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY, 1/22/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

You don't have to "buy" a home to live in one. That's the sales pitch from more and more builders 

looking to reach a growing market here in the valley. A new housing subdivision made up of all 

rental homes is opening its doors in Fresno.  Silver Springs Rental Homes features three 

bedrooms, two bathroom houses. They're as large as 15-hundred square feet and go for about 15-

hundred dollars a month. The new development's at Herndon near hwy 99. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/24/05, LENGTH 2:04 MIN., LOCAL 

Vision 2010 encompasses 29 projects, all in various stages of construction. 

If you've spent any time downtown lately you have noticed the changing skyline. 

The signs of downtown revitalization are obvious and the new federal building opens this spring 

and will be the tallest building downtown. A civic center office building is going up just across 

the street. Phase one of community medical center's campus development certainly gives the area 

a much different look. 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/25/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Last night's marathon meeting lasted more than six-hours. The city council decided to extend the 

public comment period until its next meeting in February, before making a decision on approving 

the development plan.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

The affordable housing crunch is tough on low-income earners. But on larger families it's 

especially difficult. But the city of Fresno City approved plans today to help ease the tight 

housing squeeze. When a Hmong refugee family opened donated Christmas gifts last month in 

south-east Fresno, they were family of 11 in a 2 bedroom apartment. Local housing advocates 

often say affordable apartments in Fresno are harder and harder to find. But 3 and 4 bedroom 

apartments are next to impossible. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/27/05, LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

The ups store in Visalia has been sending off packages for more than a decade. 

But after moving to Packwood Creek business has doubled. Next door at Ashoori Jewelers it's the 

same story. Big anchor stores like best buy and Lowes have made Packwood creek a high profile 

location which is why developers are not waiting any longer to start their second phase. The plans 

have been drawn up for an expansion just behind the existing Packwood creek. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY, 2/05/05, LENGTH 1:24 MIN., LOCAL 

At running horse, earth-movers and tractors have begun grading and shaping the golf course at 

running horse. Developers established a "bunker mentality" early on because so many skeptics 

said a project like this wouldn't fly in this part of town. About half of the 58 homes sold during 

the first phase of running horse are now under construction. Homes are going for 280-and-400-

thousand dollars. The first residents will move in three months. While phase one nears 

completion lots for phase two can be seen along the golf course. 190 of the 244 lots have already 

been reserved.    

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/06/05, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

More than 5-million dollars over three years will build housing, continue to fund existing 

projects, and more effectively track the homeless problem in Fresno county. Advocates for the 

homeless feel fortunate to get the money as other social programs at the federal level are facing 

big cuts. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/07/05, LENGTH 3; 45 MIN., LOCAL 

Frank Quintero's devoted the last decade to making sure the city of Merced is prepared for all the 

changes and challenges that come with a new university.  When it comes to economics, Quintero 

says already Merced's considered the next big market. Oehler says that immense growth will 

spark the local economy and Merced needs to be ready for the faculty and students and the money 

they'll want to spend. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/07/05, LENGTH: 33 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno and Madera counties are getting big money to fight homelessness. The two counties will 

get 5-point-4 million dollars in federal housing and urban development money to find homes for 

the homeless. Plans include a permanent housing complex for 50 homeless residents. The added 

funding comes as many other federal programs are facing big budget cuts. Homeless advocates 

say the bush administration has a goal of stamping out homelessness nationwide by 20-12. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/14/05, LENGTH: 31 SEC., LOCAL 

It may be back to the drawing board for a controversial new development in a north valley 

community. Opponents are voicing their concerns over plans to build a major housing 

development in Atwater.  At a packed city council meeting, concerned residents spoke out about 



a plan to annex 600-acres for a new housing development that would include two-thousand 

homes. Thousands of new families would move to the small Merced county town filling the 

already crowded schools. School district officials are fighting for enough money in "developer 

fees" to pay for a new school. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE2/24/05, LENGTH: 21 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's economic development corporation is not getting its money from the city. 

The Fresno Bee reports the city of Fresno is with holding 90-thousand dollars because the agency 

did not create the 2-thousand jobs it promised. The bee reports as of December 31st, the EDC 

created only 25 jobs. A city spokesman says until the agency meets the agreement--the city won't 

be making any payments. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY, 2/26/05, LENGTH: 33 SEC., LOCAL 

The "Coalition of Rural Pueblos Economic Development and the Community Development" 

conference put on a luncheon for the less fortunate. Mayors and city leaders from small rural 

towns spoke about creating jobs, and affordable housing. 

Children from migrant families... And single mothers were invited to the banquet. 

Organizers hope the event will help the kids as well as their families. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/10/05, LENGTH 2:25 MIN., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger is catching heat for a series of videos that he's released.  

They're shaped as TV news stories, but actually promote his policies on several hot political 

issues.  As Action News Capitol Bureau Chief Nannette Miranda explains, there are questions 

tonight over whether the governor has overstepped his authority.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/12/05, LENGTH: 27 SEC. LOCAL 

A pair of north valley school districts is suing the city of Atwater. They're concerned the city may 

be growing faster than the schools can handle. The Atwater elementary school district" and 

"Merced union high school district" filed their suit yesterday. They're challenging the city of 

Atwater's decision to develop nearly two-thousand homes in an area known as Atwater ranch.  

The development would add about six-thousand people to Atwater's population, many of them 

students who'll need a place to go to school.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/15/05, LENGTH 2:54 MIN., Local 

The agency that oversees boundary changes in Fresno County will take up a controversial issue 

tomorrow. Two years ago, Fresno County supervisors agreed to give some 9-thousand acres of 

land to the city. But now some have serious second thoughts. At issue are these 14 square miles in 

south-east Fresno that could perhaps be the future home to 55-thousand new residents. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC., LOCAL 

Some valley veterans are angry. There are plans to build a home for three -hundred veterans in 

west Fresno near the Running Horse development in 2008. But the Fresno county planning 

commission has approved a new waste plant three miles away. The indoor facility will only 

accept green materials such as yard clippings. But some veterans worry it will pollute the 

neighborhood. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/19/05, LENGTH: 45 SEC. LOCAL 

The Merced County Farm Bureau and concerned citizens for sensible growth filed lawsuits 

against the city of Atwater over a proposed home development.  That makes three suits against 

the city-- a possible fourth lawsuit may be filed by county supervisors. 

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS AML IVE, 3/19/05, LENGTH: 45 SEC., LOCAL 

School officials, law enforcement and gang experts want parents' help in protecting kids from 

gang violence.  Buchanan Colony High school will host a "stop the violence" workshop to tell 

parents the warning signs of gang involvement. The workshop is Tuesday at 6:30 PM at the 

Buchanan colony high school. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/23/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC., LOCAL 

The Reedley city council has made a decision to curb new growth by cracking down on 

development. The city council decided last night to let one more subdivision of 125 homes to be 

built. After that, there can be no new development until a new sewage treatment plan is an 

available. Some council member say their decision lets the community know they want to keep 

the door open to developers while managing growth. 

 

CONSUMER REPORTS 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/25/05, LENGTH 1:24 MIN., LOCAL 

When you're doing your grocery shopping, who's got the time to look at every label closely? But 

once you've checked out, you may be in for an unwelcome surprise. Consumer reports' Leslie 

ware gets hundred of letters every month from readers who take a close look at ads and labels and 

catch things you might miss. Consumer reports say taking a closer look at labels could save you 

some surprises after you check out.  

 

ACTION news 5pm, 1/27/05, length 1:20 min., local 

Toasting a piece of bread is a pretty simple job, but Consumer Reports says some new toasters 

have gone high-style and high-price.  Testers just assessed 21 toasters, including two that top 200 

dollars. In all, testers toasted more than 300 slices of bread to find toasters that can get the job 

done.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/28/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/28/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Late last night, Procter and Gamble announced it's agreed to acquire Gillette for about 57-billion 

dollars in stock. If approved by regulators, the deal will create the nations' - if not the worlds' - 

dominant consumer products manufacturer. Gillette is known for its razors and batteries - while 

proctor and gamble is known for its personal care products. 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 6IS, 1/30/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

If you need to file your taxes but don't want to shell out the big bucks for preparation, help is on 

the way and it's free. H and R Block, turbo-tax and others are offering free electronic filing to 

taxpayers on-line. For more information on how to file electronically for free, log onto our 

website at abc30 dot com. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/30/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 1/31/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

If you're planning a super bowl party and thinking this is the year for a big screen, you might 

want to consider a micro display set. Thanks to new technology, this type of projection TV is a 

hot seller. The consumer reports test results are out in time for the big game. Action News 

Consumer Christine Park has the information that could help you decide what to buy. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/31/05, LENGTH; 23 SEC. ,LOCAL 

For the second time in less than a week a big merger is in the works. SBC has announced plans to 

purchase AT and T for 16-billion dollars. The deal could take a year to be finalized. Consumer 

advocacy groups say the merger is not a good thing for consumers. The group says with fewer 

choices prices for local and long distance phone services will likely go up. 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/18/05, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Whether you're a first time buyer or looking to refinance, there are plenty of companies looking 

for your business. One of the more aggressive companies is Di-Tech, which promises help in 

landing your loan for only 4-hundred-bucks. Action News Consumer watch reporter Christine 

Park looked at Di-Tech's deals. She's here to tell us if it's too good to be true 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/21/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

In this consumer watch, we take a look at cell phone service and where you can get the best plans. 

Complaints filed with the FCC and state public utility commissions are on the rise, indicating the 

market is getting worse, not better. The top areas of complaints have to do with service, billing 

and complaint handling. One hundred-seventy-million people have a cell phone. And you don't 

have to go far to hear a litany of complaints. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/22/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Consumer news now: the nation's largest video rental chain is in hot water over its new "no late 

fees" policy.  The attorney general of New Jersey has filed a lawsuit against blockbuster claiming 

the company has been misleading customers by charging  

Other fees hidden in the fine print. Customers can now keep a rental for one week past the due 

date at no additional charge. But after that, they're charged a restocking fee of $1.25. And if the 

overdue item is kept for more than 30 days, blockbuster will charge the customer the entire retail 

value of the item, some say that's false advertising.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/23/05, LENGTH 2:08 MIN., LOCAL 

Rarely! Consumer reports rates the capacity of all the appliances it tests so you can know for sure 

how much usable space you're getting. Because sometimes, you'll find there's a lot less room than 

you'd think to work with. Appliance manufacturers make big promises about how many their 

washing machines, refrigerators and microwaves can hold. But do they deliver on the amount 

they promise? Action News Consumer Reporter Christine Park joins us live with more. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/25/05, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

The new m-3 power razor is supposed to be on the cutting edge and it's powered by batteries that 

vibrate the head. Consumer reports put it to the test. A few more testers cut themselves with the 

mach3turbo than with the new m3power, but most said they didn't cut themselves any more than 

usual. About half of the panelists said they would not switch to either razor from what they 

already use.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

Take responsibility that's the message from the u-s senate as it works on a bill that would make it 

harder for people to wipe out their debts in bankruptcy court. Businesses pushed for the bill. 

Consumer and civil rights groups say the legislation is unfair to low-income working people and 

single mothers. They warn it would remove a safety net for people who have lost their jobs or 

face mounting medical bills.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/28/05, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

Nearly 145-thousand Americans have become possible victims of identify theft because of a 

security breach at a national database company. We first told you about "Choicepoint" over a 

week ago. Rusty Dornin talked to some of the victims about how the breach is affecting them. 

Choicepoint will do free credit monitoring for a year for anyone whose personal information turns 

out to be have been compromised.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/18/05, LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Here at the consumer reports auto test track in Connecticut, director David Champion spends a lot 

of time behind the wheel.  He and his auto engineers put nearly 200 vehicles through their paces 

to determine this year's top picks. The top pick is a car that's excelled in our testing on the track.  



It's worked really well in everyday life.  It's got average or better reliability from our annual 

questionnaire that goes out to our five-million subscribers. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Five models excelled, the most surprising result was that minivans tested best "overall".     Crash 

ratings for 2005 minivans are out and for most models the results were a smashing success. The 

government tested more than 30-models and five earned the highest possible ratings. The top-

selling dodge caravan was one of the minivans that received a total of five stars for performance 

in front, side, and rollover crash test. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/22/05, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

Graco is well-known for its car seats, high chairs, strollers, and other products for babies. But the 

government says many of those products can't be trusted.  Graco has been ordered to pay the 

largest civil penalty in history for failing to report safety dangers to the government. A child 

between the ages of two and four may find this bed the perfect fit. But it has a hidden hazard - 

those little feet or hands can fit right through slats which poses an entrapment danger.      

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/22/05, LENGTH: 36 SEC., LOCAL 

A major manufacturer of children's products has agreed to pay a record fine for waiting too long 

to report problems. The consumer product safety commission says during the 1990's, Graco's car 

seats, high chairs, strollers, and other products killed at least six children and injured hundreds of 

others. The company has agreed to pay out 4-million dollars. Greco and its subsidiary century 

products agreed to recalls seven times in the last eight years. The company says it did not 

knowingly violate reporting requirements. 

For more on the settlement and what the company has recalled just log onto our website at abc-30 

dot com. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/22/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

If you have a consumer complaint, the department of consumer affairs is ready to listen. They 

have people that complain because they were overcharged for the repairs or they've had to go 

back to the business multiple times for automotive repairs that didn't work out properly. 

Consumer affair workers will be at California malls this week informing shoppers of their rights. 

Consumers can get their money back on any number of complaints including faulty goods or 

shoddy work. The department says consumers get nearly 2-million dollars a year after filing 

complaints. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/23/05, LENGTH 1:35 MIN., LOCAL 

Lint from your clothes can pose a danger to you and your family. As many as 16-thousand fires 

start in laundry rooms each year. This is what remains of John Welsh's house.  It was destroyed in 

a fire that started with the clothes dryer. Fire officials say the lint that had built up in the dryer 

duct caught fire. Consumer reports say in addition to installing the right kind of dyer duct, you 

should clean it regularly so lint doesn't build up.  Not only will this reduce the risk of fire, but it 

will also mean you'll use less energy and your clothes will dry faster. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/24/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Last year governor Schwarzenegger vetoed the car buyers bill of rights, but now it could go 

before the voters. Consumer advocates are gathering signatures to put the bill on the next ballot. 

The initiative contains a three-day cooling off period, a cap on mark-ups and establishes a 

standard for certifying used cars. Car dealers say the government shouldn't tell them how much 

money they can make. Some health experts are blaming the increasing number of overweight kids 

on sugary cereals. Action news consumer Reporter Christine Park takes a look at two major 

cereal-makers that are promising less sugar and other healthier choices. Consumer reports say the 

new reduced-sugar cereals aren't exactly a dieter's dream.   

 



ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/24/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

Sony released its new Playstation portable at midnight this morning. The new Playstation is 

portable and allows people to play games, view movies and pictures and even listen to music. But 

it's not cheap it costs about 250-dollars. 

  

HISPANICS TODAY, 2/27/05, 5:00AM,:30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Leah Mara, Avis- Steering Clear of Trouble: With more congestion on the roadways then 

ever before, Leah Mara says it’s important to try to drive a stress-free as possible. Keep a 

safe distance form aggressive and distracted drivers. One great way to relive roadway 

stress is music and Avis has now equipped it’s vehicles with XM satellite radio. Avis is 

also giving customers the option of renting GPS devices, which will relieve the stress of 

getting lost while traveling. 

 
 

JOB GROWTH/EMPLOYMENT 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

Things are changing in Mexico as the birth rate is declining and the country's economy is 

growing.  So the theory is that will eventually lead to fewer immigrants and a more expensive 

labor supply for Valley agriculture. Local AG leaders have already seen a decline in workers, due 

to their other employment options. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/07/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger is preparing to deliver his second state of the state speech today. Much 

of tonight's speech will focus on the state's eight-billion dollar budget gap. A gap republican 

leader Kevin McCarthy says is already improving. The work that the governor did last year is 

already paying off.  California's economy is expanding creating more jobs for hard working 

families. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/10/-5, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

New deal that one lawmaker says will ensure a stable supply of gasoline for California motorists. 

The shell oil company's Bakersfield refinery has been sold to Flying J. 

State senator Roy Ashburn hopes the deal will keep the prices you pay at the pump reasonable. 

The sale of the refinery will also keep hundreds of jobs in the valley. Shell officials expect to 

finalize the sale in March. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/11/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC., LOCAL 

Now let's take a look at some other stories making news around the valley and some 

disappointing news for the city of Atwater. The 129th rescue wing of the air force will not be 

relocating from the bay area to castle airport. The air force says the move would force the 

relocation of scores of unit members who do not wish to leave their homes and jobs. City leaders 

had hoped the arrival of the rescue wing would provide the economic boost Atwater's been 

looking for since castle air force base closed in the mid-90. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH 2:26 MIN., LOCAL 

Some at the city of Fresno see this as a budget windfall. The city now spends over a million 

dollars a year on the zoo. Now that's gradually going away some want to see that city money 

spent here on another park. I don't think Eaton plaza is the most important pressing issue we have. 

I think jobs are still a big issue. I'd put the money in economic development. The police and fire 

departments take up over 70-percent of the city's budget but some will argue they need more 

officer response times in Fresno average 9-minutes. 



 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH 

Since the summer of 1997 Fresno state has been operating a commercial winery on campus. 

Action News Anchor Nancy Osborne explains how that creates an advantage for graduates 

looking for jobs in the wine industry. More than a dozen alums from as many wineries and grape 

farming interests came to offer encouragement along with potential internships and jobs.  

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

Local 39 represents a lot of blue collar workers at the city of Fresno. Jobs like garbage collectors, 

tree trimmers, even helicopter mechanics. The city cuts this union a monthly check for health 

insurance. But "not" all the union members are buying the insurance, so city leaders are asking. 

Where are the millions? Renae Myers has worked on a Fresno city garbage truck for a month and 

when he becomes a permanent employee, the city will pay his union 500-dollars a month for 

health insurance. But the union will likely "not" buy health insurance for Renea because he can 

get a better deal. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/22/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC. LOCAL 

One year after it was officially launched, the Regional Jobs initiative is taking root. 

A Fresno doctor is the valleys lone voice on the 29 person state board charged with doling out 3 

billion for stem-cell research.  After the shooting of two Tulare Police officers, step in the shoes 

of law enforcement officers and learn about the dangers they face every day on patrol. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/27/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

A progress report, for those trying to slash Fresno County's double-digit unemployment rate. The 

regional jobs initiative hopes to create 25 to 30-thousand new jobs above normal growth by the 

year 2009. Over the last year, the RJI says the county has 11-hundred more jobs organizers say 

the big gains are still to come. Action News reporter  

RJI  leaders say a wide range of 400 businesses 24 agencies are part of this process they say it 

shows a new, cooperative attitude in Fresno County and even with one significant set-back this 

year. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/10/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

A step forward and a step back today for tens of thousands of undocumented farm workers in the 

valley. Action News reporter Gerrick Brenner has more on the fight over immigration reform and 

drivers licenses.  

  

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/12/05, LENGTH: 18 SEC. LOCAL 

It was once a major spot for the military and the north valley county that housed it. Right now, 

18-hundred people work at "castle air force base" but a new plan could bring thousands of more 

jobs. North Valley Bureau Chief Katie Hammer shows us what's being done to beef up the old 

base 

 

IS LIVE SATURDAY, 2/12/05, LENGTH: 40 SEC. LOCAL 

Half a million illegal immigrants now picking America's crops could become legal residents and 

eventually, U.S. Citizens. New legislation was re-introduced this week-- the AG Jobs bill faces 

serious political hurdles still. Synchronization of Merced's signal lights is almost complete. 

Merced city engineer said the 165 thousand dollar project, of  synchronizing 36 signals, was 

launched last summer and should be done by the end of this month.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/14/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

Gift-giving celebrations like Valentine's Day, .bring out the street vendors who sell everything 

from flowers to blankets. The city of Fresno is cracking down. The city says many vendors are 

not getting permits and making money tax- free so a crackdown targeted illegal vendors. It 



happened over the weekend, since the days just before Valentines Day are some of the busiest 

times of the year one man were busted for selling strawberries. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH: 25 SEC. LOCAL 

Now here's a look ahead at some of tomorrow's headlines in the Fresno bee. Fresno city leaders 

say they won't pay the economic development corporation for jobs it hasn't created. A local 

rancher ensures his 29 hundred acres won't be developed as UC Merced grows and about two 

dozen Westlands water district farmers want money for undelivered irrigation water and asked 

the Supreme Court for the right to sue on their own. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/25/05, LENGTH: 25 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger may be running into some resistance over re-districting. 

Recent polls show voters support redistricting, until they hear the price tag of holding an off-year 

election--between 50 and 70 million dollars. Many advocates for the poor say that money could 

prevent some of the governor's proposed budget cuts. For instance, state welfare-to-work 

programs are losing 50 million dollars used to help recipients find jobs. Some say fully funding 

welfare-to-work saves money in the long run.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/25/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

The coalition of Rural Pueblos Economic Development and the community development 

conference put on today's luncheon. Mayor and city leaders from small rural towns spoke about 

creating jobs, and affordable housing. Children from migrant families and single mothers were 

invited to the banquet. Organizers hope today's event will help the kids as well as their families. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC. LOCAL 

A move to protect the military bases in the Fresno area has been launched. Local elected officials 

fear local military installations, like the 144th fighter wing could be cut in the next round of base 

closures. The base is located at Fresno's airport and its planes provide fighter protection for the 

entire west coast. The base has not been mentioned as a closure target but city leaders in Fresno 

and Clovis are working to rally public support for the base, which provides more than one 

thousand jobs. The effort also includes support for local army, navy and marine guard and reserve 

facilities. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/01/05, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

America's middle class is feeling an economic squeeze. Experts say part of the blame is American 

jobs going overseas to cheap foreign labor markets. Bill Tucker reports, prices on just about 

everything are rising and American incomes are struggling to keep up with inflation.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/01/05, LENGTH 2:13 MIN., LOCAL 

Leaders of a group trying to bring 30-thousand jobs to Fresno over 5-years say better internet 

service will attract business but the big internet service providers now in Fresno say their plan is 

not fair. Fresno City Councilmember’s have lap-top computers with access to high-speed wireless 

internet at meetings. Some stores like Starbucks and Fresno's airport offer wireless service, but 

local leaders are contemplating a larger wireless city that could attract jobs.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/10/05, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

It is a process the public and district has been through before lay-off notices go out leaving many 

school employees jobs in limbo but administrators are vowing that this year will be different, 

mainly because the district has no choice but to find a long term solution to what has been an 

ongoing problem. The Fresno Unified new Interim chief financial officers has wasted no time 

spelling out options the board has, to balance its budget and avoid a state take over. 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 5:00PM, 3/11/05, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

Most of the layoffs will affect teachers at the elementary schools and middle school. 

But the district says they may be able to save some jobs next week they'll hold a special meeting 

to figure out if they can pinch the budget in any other way. But the district says in any case 

something is going to get cut. 

  

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/13/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Massive layoff notices could go out as Fresno unified is crunching the numbers once again. The 

valley's largest school district is facing a 40-million dollar budget deficit about 450 temporary 

teaching positions could be cut. Notices will go out next week warning teachers about the 

possible lay offs and as Action News School Watch Reporter Juanita Stevenson showed us; It’s 

not just "teachers" whose jobs are at risk.  

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/16/05, LENGTH 2:23 MIN., LOCAL 

T's back to the drawing boards for a major part of Fresno's plan for growth and it's a big set-back 

for city leaders.  A victory of sorts for those who have railed against the process and it's been very 

ugly at times with some losing their jobs, others having to defend their motives. Fresno hopes to 

make 9-thousand acres of this farmland part of the city and someday home to 55-thousand new 

residents. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC. LOCAL 

Its two major concerns for the valley:  low wages and a booming population and an unusual show 

of bipartisan support to tackle both problems. Assembly members Nicole Parra, Juan Aambula 

and Kevin McCarthy came to Fresno to announce an economic task force to study how to bring 

more high paying jobs to a region already facing plenty of poverty. 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 6IS, 3/20/05, LENGTH: 45 SEC., LOCAL 

In the North Valley, Mercy Medical Center in Merced is meeting nurse to patient ratios ordered 

by a California court. A law signed by former governor Gray Davis was supposed to raise the 

staffing ratios. However, Governor Schwarzenegger had refused to enforce the law, saying it was 

a financial hardship for hospitals. Merced County’s work force board says its residents are not 

prepared for the types of jobs that are growing around the nation, including the fields of medicine 

and technology. The report claims Merced residents are under skilled, undereducated, poorer and 

younger than in other California counties.  

 . 

JOB GROWTH/EMPLOYMENT 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH: 19 SEC., LOCAL 

Things are changing in Mexico. The birth rate is declining and the country's economy is growing.  

So the theory is that will eventually lead to fewer immigrants and a more expensive labor supply 

for Valley agriculture. Local AG leaders have already seen a decline in workers, due to their other 

employment options. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/07/05, LENGTH: 29 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger is preparing to deliver his second state of the state speech today. Much 

of tonight's speech will focus on the state's eight-billion dollar budget gap. A gap republican 

leader Kevin McCarthy says is already improving. The work that the governor did last year is 

already paying off.  California's economy is expanding creating more jobs for hard working 

families. 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/10/-5, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

New deal that one lawmaker says will ensure a stable supply of gasoline for California motorists. 

The shell oil company's Bakersfield refinery has been sold to Flying J. 

State senator Roy Ashburn hopes the deal will keep the prices you pay at the pump reasonable. 

The sale of the refinery will also keep hundreds of jobs in the valley. Shell officials expect to 

finalize the sale in March. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/11/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC., LOCAL 

Now let's take a look at some other stories making news around the valley and some 

disappointing news for the city of Atwater. The 129th rescue wing of the air force will not be 

relocating from the bay area to castle airport. The air force says the move would force the 

relocation of scores of unit members who do not wish to leave their homes and jobs. City leaders 

had hoped the arrival of the rescue wing would provide the economic boost Atwater's been 

looking for since castle air force base closed in the mid-90. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 1/17/05, LENGTH 2:26 MIN., LOCAL 

Some at the city of Fresno see this as a budget windfall. The city now spends over a million 

dollars a year on the zoo. Now that's gradually going away some want to see that city money 

spent here on another park. I don't think Eaton plaza is the most important pressing issue we have. 

I think jobs are still a big issue. I'd put the money in economic development. The police and fire 

departments take up over 70-percent of the city's budget but some will argue they need more 

officer response times in Fresno average 9-minutes. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/18/05, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

Since the summer of 1997 Fresno state has been operating a commercial winery on campus. 

Action News Anchor Nancy Osborne explains how that creates an advantage for graduates 

looking for jobs in the wine industry. More than a dozen alums from as many wineries and grape 

farming interests came to offer encouragement along with potential internships and jobs.  

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/20/05, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

Local 39 represents a lot of blue collar workers at the city of Fresno. Jobs like garbage collectors, 

tree trimmers, even helicopter mechanics. The city cuts this union a monthly check for health 

insurance. But "not" all the union members are buying the insurance, so city leaders are asking. 

Where are the millions? Renae Myers has worked on a Fresno city garbage truck for a month and 

when he becomes a permanent employee, the city will pay his union 500-dollars a month for 

health insurance. But the union will likely "not" buy health insurance for Renea because he can 

get a better deal. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/22/05, LENGTH: 26 SEC. LOCAL 

One year after it was officially launched, the Regional Jobs initiative is taking root. 

A Fresno doctor is the valleys lone voice on the 29 person state board charged with doling out 3 

billion for stem-cell research.  After the shooting of two Tulare Police officers, step in the shoes 

of law enforcement officers and learn about the dangers they face every day on patrol. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/27/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

A progress report, for those trying to slash Fresno County's double-digit unemployment rate. The 

regional jobs initiative hopes to create 25 to 30-thousand new jobs above normal growth by the 

year 2009. Over the last year, the RJI says the county has 11-hundred more jobs organizers say 

the big gains are still to come. Action News reporter  

RJI leaders say a wide range of 400 businesses 24 agencies are part of this process they say it 

shows a new, cooperative attitude in Fresno County and even with one significant set-back this 

year. 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/10/05, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

A step forward and a step back today for tens of thousands of undocumented farm workers in the 

valley. Action News reporter Gerrick Brenner has more on the fight over immigration reform and 

drivers licenses.  

  

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/12/05, LENGTH: 18 SEC. LOCAL 

It was once a major spot for the military and the north valley county that housed it. Right now, 

18-hundred people work at "castle air force base" but a new plan could bring thousands of more 

jobs. North Valley Bureau Chief Katie Hammer shows us what's being done to beef up the old 

base 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY, 2/12/05, LENGTH: 40 SEC. LOCAL 

Half a million illegal immigrants now picking America's crops could become legal residents and 

eventually, U.S. Citizens. New legislation was re-introduced this week-- the AG Jobs bill faces 

serious political hurdles still. Synchronization of Merced's signal lights is almost complete. 

Merced city engineer said the 165 thousand dollar project, of synchronizing 36 signals, was 

launched last summer and should be done by the end of this month.  

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 2/14/05, LENGTH: 23 SEC. LOCAL 

Gift-giving celebrations like Valentine's Day, .bring out the street vendors who sell everything 

from flowers to blankets. The city of Fresno is cracking down. The city says many vendors are 

not getting permits and making money tax- free so a crackdown targeted illegal vendors. It 

happened over the weekend, since the days just before Valentines Day are some of the busiest 

times of the year one man were busted for selling strawberries. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/23/05, LENGTH: 25 SEC. LOCAL 

Now here's a look ahead at some of tomorrow's headlines in the Fresno bee. Fresno city leaders 

say they won't pay the economic development corporation for jobs it hasn't created. A local 

rancher ensures his 29 hundred acres won't be developed as UC Merced grows and about two 

dozen Westland’s water district farmers want money for undelivered irrigation water and asked 

the Supreme Court for the right to sue on their own. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/25/05, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Schwarzenegger may be running into some resistance over re-districting. 

Recent polls show voters support redistricting, until they hear the price tag of holding an off-year 

election--between 50 and 70 million dollars. Many advocates for the poor say that money could 

prevent some of the governor's proposed budget cuts. For instance, state welfare-to-work 

programs are losing 50 million dollars used to help recipients find jobs. Some say fully funding 

welfare-to-work saves money in the long run.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/25/05, LENGTH: 24 SEC. LOCAL 

The coalition of Rural Pueblos Economic Development and the community development 

conference put on today's luncheon. Mayor and city leaders from small rural towns spoke about 

creating jobs, and affordable housing. Children from migrant families and single mothers were 

invited to the banquet. Organizers hope today's event will help the kids as well as their families. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/05, LENGTH: 34 SEC. LOCAL 

A move to protect the military bases in the Fresno area has been launched. Local elected officials 

fear local military installations, like the 144th fighter wing could be cut in the next round of base 

closures. The base is located at Fresno's airport and its planes provide fighter protection for the 

entire west coast. The base has not been mentioned as a closure target but city leaders in Fresno 

and Clovis are working to rally public support for the base, which provides more than one 

thousand jobs. The effort also includes support for local army, navy and marine guard and reserve 

facilities. 



 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/01/05, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

America's middle class is feeling an economic squeeze. Experts say part of the blame is American 

jobs going overseas to cheap foreign labor markets. Bill Tucker reports, prices on just about 

everything are rising and American incomes are struggling to keep up with inflation.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/01/05, LENGTH 2:13 MIN., LOCAL 

Leaders of a group trying to bring 30-thousand jobs to Fresno over 5-years say better internet 

service will attract business but the big internet service providers now in Fresno say their plan is 

not fair. Fresno City Councilmember’s have lap-top computers with access to high-speed wireless 

internet at meetings. Some stores like Starbucks and Fresno's airport offer wireless service, but 

local leaders are contemplating a larger wireless city that could attract jobs.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/10/05, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

It is a process the public and district has been through before lay-off notices go out leaving many 

school employees jobs in limbo but administrators are vowing that this year will be different, 

mainly because the district has no choice but to find a long term solution to what has been an 

ongoing problem. The Fresno Unified new Interim chief financial officers has wasted no time 

spelling out options the board has, to balance its budget and avoid a state take over. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5:00PM, 3/11/05, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

Most of the layoffs will affect teachers at the elementary schools and middle school. 

But the district says they may be able to save some jobs next week they'll hold a special meeting 

to figure out if they can pinch the budget in any other way. But the district says in any case 

something is going to get cut. 

  

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 3/13/05, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

Massive layoff notices could go out as Fresno unified is crunching the numbers once again. The 

valley's largest school district is facing a 40-million dollar budget deficit about 450 temporary 

teaching positions could be cut. Notices will go out next week warning teachers about the 

possible lay offs and as Action News School Watch Reporter Juanita Stevenson showed us; It’s 

not just "teachers" whose jobs are at risk.  

  

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/16/05, LENGTH 2:23 MIN., LOCAL 

T’s back to the drawing boards for a major part of Fresno's plan for growth and it's a big set-back 

for city leaders.  A victory of sorts for those who have railed against the process and it's been very 

ugly at times with some losing their jobs, others having to defend their motives. Fresno hopes to 

make 9-thousand acres of this farmland part of the city and someday home to 55-thousand new 

residents. 

  

ACTION NEWS 6:00PM, 3/18/05, LENGTH: 20 SEC. LOCAL 

Its two major concerns for the valley:  low wages and a booming population and an unusual show 

of bipartisan support to tackle both problems. Assembly members Nicole Para, Juan Ambulant 

and Kevin McCarthy came to Fresno to announce an economic task force to study how to bring 

more high paying jobs to a region already facing plenty of poverty. 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 6IS, 3/20/05, LENGTH: 45 SEC., LOCAL 

In the North Valley, Mercy Medical Center in Merced is meeting nurse to patient ratios ordered 

by a California court. A law signed by former governor Gray Davis was supposed to raise the 

staffing ratios. However, Governor Schwarzenegger had refused to enforce the law, saying it was 

a financial hardship for hospitals. Merced County’s work force board says its residents are not 

prepared for the types of jobs that are growing around the nation, including the fields of medicine 

and technology. The report claims Merced residents are under skilled, undereducated, poorer and 

younger than in other California counties.  



 . 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 1
ST

 QUARTER 2005 

 

1/04/05 – 1/07/05 

Madera County Search and Rescue:  Recruitment Volunteers 

City of Fresno: Christmas tree Disposal  

The Tulare Historical Museum’s New Exhibit: Migrant Project: Contemporary Ca 

Farm workers. 

 

1/08/05 

Camp Fresno at Dinky Creek: Cabin Retreat 

Central Youth Cal Ripen League: Registration for The Baseball Season. 

Local Youth Scholarship Fundraiser: Woodward Park Run the Dream 

 

1/09/05 

Fresno Convention Center: Bridal Exhibit and Fashion Show 

Tenth Avenue Jazz Band Concert: Money rose for scholarships 

The Tulare Historical Museum’s New Exhibit: Migrant Project: Contemporary Ca 

Farm workers. 

 

1/11/05-1/14/05 

Atwater Chamber of Commerce Challenge and Learning Center: Crab Feed 

Fresno County Library: Free Computer Classes 

The Kings County YMCA: Tutoring for Kids of All Ages. 

 

1/15/05 

Sell and Arena: Monsters of Destruction Truck Show 

Madera Fairgrounds: Dinner and Dance Sponsored By the Friends of Madera FFA 

Ted C. Wills Center: All faith breakfast and music service in honor of Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Junior. 

 

1/16/05 

The Fresno Convention Center: Comedian Carlos Mencia performs 

Veterans Memorial Building in Exter: Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show 

Fresno City Hall: Candlelight Vigil Honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Junior 

 

1/19/05-1/21/05 

California Cancer Center: Lung Cancer seminar featuring Dr. Steven J. Hagar 

Buchanan High School: Matt Mueller Memorial Blood Drive 

The American Association of University Women: Used Book Sale 

 

1/22/05 

The Lee Institute For Japanese Art: A Japanese New Year Celebration 

The Valley Animal Center: Pennie for Pets Volunteer Auxiliary Book Sale 

Visalia’s Garden Street Plaza: Concert Benefiting Tsunami Victims 

 

 

 



1/23/05 

Fresno Convention Center’s Valdez Hall: GPAA Gold and Treasure Show 

The River Center: Photography Exhibit by Thomas Richardson 

Sequoia National Forrest: Annual Chimney Rock Challenge  

 

1/25/05-1/28/05 

Laryan Event Center: Alternative Health Wellness Fair 

The Twelfth Night Reader’s Theater: Woodward Shakespeare Festival Players 

Bullard Talent: Performance of “Oz” includes a character tea. 

 

1/29/05 

Steinbeck Elementary: Baseball Sign Ups 

Redwood High Musical Theater Presents: “On The Town”  

Convention Center: Soccer Equipment Show 

 

1/30/05 

The Fresno Convention Center: Black Business Expo 

Visalia’s Fox Theater: The Doobie Brothers in Concert 

Fresno Metropolitan Museum: Exhibit called “Grossology” 

 

2/01/05-2/04/05 

Tulare County Symphony League: Antiques and Allergro  

Fresno City College: Free performance of “A Killing In Choctaw” 

The Fresno Ballet: Performances of Pink Floyd-inspired Ballet 

 

2/05/05 

New Year Parade and Carnival in Mariposa and E streets. 

Merced County Courthouse Museum: Smithsonial Exhibit “Key Ingredients” 

America By Food. 

The Fresno Art Museum: Lessons on Latin Dancing 

 

2/06/05 

The Fresno Fairgrounds: Sweetheart Cat Show 

Tower District Mardi Gras Parade: This Year’s theme: Under the Black Flag: 

Pirates of the Bayou. 

Club Fred: Live Reggae concert for Tsunami Relief. 

 

2/09/05-2/11/05 

University High School: Valentines Broadway Dinner and Show 

San Joaquin Gardens Retirement Community: Antique Road Show 

Zoophony at the Fresno High Campus: Carnival of animals and music 

 

 

2/12/05 

Benefit For the West Fresno Crisis Center: Alumni Football Game 

The Fresno Heart Hospital: Free Heart Health Fair & cholesterol screening 

Metropolitan Museum: Science of Chocolate 

 

 



 

2/13/05 

Selland Arena: Performance of Disney On Ice 

CSUF Department of Music Concert Hall: Orpheus Concert 

Stage Door Productions Children’s Theatre Presents: Cheaper By the Dozen. 

 

2/15/05-2/28/05 

The Central California Latina Network Luncheon 

Benefit For Marjaree Mason Center: Hardhats and Heart 

The Fresno Ballet: Extended Performance of “Pink Floyd” A Rock Ballet 

 

2/19/05 

Easton Branch Library: Antique Appraisal 

George L. Green Masonic Lodge: A Family Community Outreach & Educational 

Health Fair. 

The Magic of Swing Street: A Performance of the Fresno Dixieland Society. 

 

2/20/05 

Tulare County Fair Grounds: Kross Roads Squar-Rama Competition 

Savemart Center: The Fresno Falcons take on Las Vegas Wranglers 

Second Space Theatre: Performance of 45 seconds from Broadway 

 

2/22/05-2/25/05 

Benefit For The Children’s Service Network: Concert By Greg and Steve. 

Chowchilla Redfins Swim Team: Mardi Gras Fundraiser 

Madera Evening Lions Club: Hosting a Mardi Gras Costume Party 

 

2/26/05 

St. Paul Newman Center: Choir Day Featuring Fresno Choral Artists 

Grand Opening of the Sequoia Children’s Center: Entertainment and Free Food 

Central California Blood Center: Blood Drive 

 

2/27/05 

The Nueva Genercion Concert: Stars Kumbia Kings and Pablo Montero 

Fresno Veteran’s Memorial Auditorium: Dance Competition  

Arte Americas: New Exhibit called Fibers, Filaments and Enigmas 

 

3/1/05-3/04/05 

Fresno Youth Symphony Orchestra: Warnors Theatre 

Benefit for UCP: Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick’s Day Run 

Nikkii Service Center: Free Senior Care Resource Fair at the Buddhist Church 

Annex. 

 

3/05/05 

Sunnyside High School: Little Shop of Horrors: A Musical 

Tulare Community Collaborative Workshop: You’re Child Counts 

The Blossom Days Festival: Food and Entertainment 

 

 



 

3/6/05 

Fresno Philharmonic: Performance by Leanord Nimoy 

Reedley Oprah House: The Blossom Trail Wine and Cheese Tasting 

The Warnors Theatre: The Fresno Youth Symphony Orchestra 

 

3/08/05-3/11/05 

NAACP: Tuskegee Airmen: Award Banquet 

UCP of Central California: The Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick’s Day Run 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters: Bowl For Kids’ Sake Fundraiser 

 

3/12/05 

Fresno Art Museum: 2
nd

 Annual Brew Wine and Blues Festival 

Fresno City College: Renaissance Festival 

Children’s Musical Theaterworks: The Music Man 

 

3/13/05 

Fresno State: All Breed Dog Show 

Yosemite Lodge: Sunday Afternoon Yosemite Concert 

Four Points Sheraton: The Natural Gas Jazz Band 

 

3/15/05-3/18/05 

The Fresno Airport Rotary Club: Lobster Feed 

The Fresno County Cabrillo Civic Club: A Taste of Portugal 

The Conley Gallery At Fresno State: The Cally Jo Bloom Exhibit 

 

3/19/05 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters: Bowl for Kids Sake 

The No-Rooz Festival at Fort Washington: Traditional Iranian Celebration of the 

First Day of Spring 

Tulare County History Day: Student Projects at Washington Intermediate 

 

3/20/05 

Old Town Clovis: The Antique and Collectibles Fair 

Shinzen Friendship Garden: Blossom Festival and Bonsai Show at Woodward Park 

Granite Park: The Challenger Baseball League of Fresno Kickoff 

 

3/22/05-3/25/05 

Valley Animal Shelter: Pennies for Pets Bake Sale 

Fresno City College: Jazz Festival 

Merced College: Kite Festival 

 

3/26/05 

Merced College: Kite Festival 

Panzak Park in Fowler: Free Easter Egg Hunt 

Lamonica Stadium: The Fresno Fuego Soccer Team vs. L.A. Galaxy 

 

3/27/05 

Northside Church: Morning Easter Service w/ Randy Travis 



The Fresno State Bulldogs vs. Hawaii at Beiden Field 

Selland Arena: Central Valley Coyotes Vs. the New Zealand All-Stars 

 

 

SEASONAL PSA’s 1
ST

 QUARTER 2005 

 

       APRX. ANALOG/HD-1  HD-2 

 
 

:20 MAKE A WISH      2    1 

:30 MAKE A WISH      3   

:30 CASA VOLUNTTERS UFN     50    20 

:30 WOMEN’S HEALTH: CANCER PREVENTION  20    7 

:30 RAILROAD SAFETY      7    4 

:10 CSUF ALUMNI:       3 

:15       CSUF ALUMNI      70    17 

:30       CSUF ALUMNI      3    2 

:30 UNITED WAY      75    50 

:30 POVERELLO HOUSE     56   

:30 READ A BOOK      4 

:30 LIBRARY (GEORGE LOPEZ)    29 

:30 LIBRARY (GEORGE LOPEZ)#2    13    

 :15 Tsunami: What Happens Now    28 

:30 Tsunami: What Happens Now    150 

:30 Black History Mo      80 

:15 Black History Mo #1      20 

:15       Black History Mo#2      20 

:15       Black History Mo#3      14 

:30 MET: Grossology       55 

:30 Mariachi Festival       150 

:30 Kids Day: Call For Volunteers    150 

:30 Kids Day: Countdown     50 

:30 Sheriffs: Identity Theft     5    2 

:30 Operation Roadblock: Drunk Driving: Carrissa  10    2 

:30 Operation Roadblock: Drunk Driving:  Carol  1 

:30 Operation Roadblock: Drunk Driving:  John  2 

:30 Operation Roadblock: Drunk Driving:  Wiggens  3    2 

:30 Operation Roadblock: Drunk Driving:  Tiffany  1    1 

:30 Big Brothers/Big Sisters: Bowlathon   150 

:30 American Red Cross: Breakfast of Heros   110 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


