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                      2013 SECOND QUARTER ISSUES & PROGRAMS 
 
 
 
 KGW NewsChannel 8 provides a one-hour newscast that airs on KRCW       

 weeknights at 10:00 p.m.  KRCW provides our most significant treatment of 
 community issues with public service programming in the following areas: 

 
 
 
 
Local and Government Issues        p.  3 
 
Health Care Issues         p.  8   
 
Your Money, Your Business: Consumer Issues & Economic Crisis  p.  10  
 
Environmental Issues             p.  12 
 
Family and Education Issues       p.  18 
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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 reported on a variety of topics this quarter.  Stories ranging from 
moving the Sellwood Bridge to gun control and the Columbia River Crossing were hot 
topics this quarter.     

 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Gun Bill Hearings” 04/05/13   10:00 PM    1:20 
An overflow crowd packed a room in the basement of the state capitol today for a 
charged debate on four new gun control measures.  Dozens of people were at today‟s 
hearing to voice their support or opposition to the measures, including relatives of the 
two people shot and killed at the Clackamas Town Center.  The hearing went on for four 
hours today and the main room was so full other rooms had to be opened to 
accommodate everyone who showed up.  At issue were four proposed bills.  They 
would limit guns in schools, expand background checks for gun sales, stop people from 
wearing guns openly in public and require a live firing range test for a concealed 
weapons permit.  Relatives of Cindy Yuille and Steve Forsythe, who were shot and 
killed at the Clackamas Town Center, told lawmakers that gun owners need to be held 
responsible for securing their firearms.  
Jenna Passalacqua, Cindy Yuilles daughter:  "The gun that was used to kill my mom 
was stolen.  Had that gun been locked up properly she might still be alive today”.   
Sen. Doug Whitsett, (R) Klamath Falls:  “In my opinion, Mr. Chairman, gun free zones 
might as well be advertised as potential killing zones”.   
The main arguments we heard in opposition today: the measures would infringe on 
people's rights and wouldn't stop future gun violence. 
A representative from the National Rifle Association was also at today's hearing. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Sidewalk Public Reaction”  04/08/13   10:00 PM    
1:30 
Tonight southeast Portland residents look at the city‟s plans to add sidewalks to a street 
that has recently proved deadly.  It‟s a good, albeit small step they say needed to solve 
a much bigger problem.  You might say SE residents think their concerns have been for 
too long-kicked to the curb.   That would be inaccurate because in so many places out 
here there is no curb.    
“There‟s been an assumption in the city that when development happens sidewalks will 
go in.  Well we‟ve had 10 thousand people move in the last ten to twelve years and not 
a single corridor has contiguous sidewalks.  It‟s a big problem.” 
Tonight residents got a look at what the city‟s newly announced sidewalk project will 
bring them.  Finally, there will be a continuous stretch of sidewalk on 136th Street from 
Powell to Holgate.   Members of the city‟s transportation bureau explained how they will 
now work forward on two more phases to expand the project.  Those phases would 
cover the area where a five year old girl died a little more than a month ago when a car 
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hit her as she tried to cross the street.   Those phases aren‟t funded.  Even without the 
money the city asks for something from the public. 
“We have ways to gather all sort of quantitative data.  We need the qualitative data into 
the design.” 
Construction on the first phase is scheduled to start in the fall.   

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Sales Tax Hearing” 04/15/13   10:00 PM    1:15 
Is Oregon ready for a sales tax?  It‟s part of the discussion again in the legislature. 
Voters have said "no" to this many times and the lawmaker who's proposing it this time, 
says he hopes, if nothing else, it sparks a big discussion, about the way Oregon collects 
tax money.  We are all used to no sales tax and let's face it; it feels pretty good at the 
cash register.  It also draws people from out of state to spend here.  State Senator Mark 
Haas says the proposal he's co-sponsoring would lower Oregon income tax and create 
a five percent sales tax that would actually create a slight tax cut.  And those out of 
state tourists would help add more than 750 million to the state budget.  Oregon‟s 
governor spoke at the first hearing on this today and he told us afterward it will take a 
series of reforms, to fix an unstable system.  “I think it would be a mistake to start with a 
sales tax proposal.  The question is, is our current tax structure serving us well?  I‟d say 
it isn‟t.” 
We also spoke with the head of the Taxpayers Association of Oregon and he says 
Oregon is already a big spender, compared to most other states.  He says that needs to 
be fixed, first. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “CRC Investigation” 04/29/13  10:00 PM      3:55 
It's getting down to "crunch time" for the Columbia River Crossing state and federal 
leaders say.  Unless Washington decides to pay its share, and soon, the project may 
die.  Over the weekend, the Washington State Legislature agreed to 82 million dollars in 
funds for continued planning.  But lawmakers haven't committed the full amount of 
money needed to start building the three billion dollar plus project.  One of the concerns 
is cost and our "Unit 8 Investigation" has uncovered tens-of-millions of dollars written 
into the CRC Project that have nothing to do with the bridge structure itself.  The 
Columbia River Crossing is a massive redesign of the I-5 Bridge costing Oregon and 
Washington taxpayer‟s 450 million-dollars each. 
Sen. Don Benton (R), Dist 17:  “This is a terrible way to spend taxpayer‟s money.”  
Jaime Herrera-Beutler:  “I‟ve never heard such a terrible excuse for bad government.”   
So what has these lawmakers so upset?  The fine print.  Digging through public record 
requests and an independent forensic audit, NewsChannel 8 has found tens of millions 
of dollars attached to the CRC bill that have nothing to do with the bridge structure itself.  
And that has these Vancouver lawmakers fired up. 
Sen. Don Benton (R), Dist 17:  “Shame on them and shame on the promoters of this 
project.  You‟ve got the CRC, sort of this rogue agency down there with a never-ending 
check book of taxpayer‟s money, spending money like crazy.”  
We found 51 million dollars for a new TriMet maintenance facility in Gresham, nearly 
three million for a TriMet admin building in South Portland, 10 million for a museum, 6.9 
million for A Hood River channel restoration located some 60 miles east of the project 
The total?  More than 85 million dollars. 
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Jaime Herrera-Beutler:  “Here we are paying the same amount of tolls and taxes, yet 
there are all these pork projects and the improvements are being done on the other side 
of the river.  It makes one wonder, how fair is this project?”   
So US Representative Herrera-Beutler went looking for answers.  She wrote a letter last 
month to the head of the CRC project.  We went asking them as well. 
“There are a few other things that are more than this bridge.  It includes a light rail line 
and TriMet says it will need space to house more of these cars.  That‟s where the 50 
million-dollar Gresham TriMet facility comes in.  And if you ask the CRC project director 
he'll tell you taxpayers are getting a deal.” 
“Rather than building and constructing two full maintenance facilities, we're able to 
capitalize on the investment made in the TriMet system and expand that facility.”   
But at what cost?  Here‟s what we found as a comparison:  that Gresham facility needs 
to house an additional 20 cars for the Milwaukie light rail line.  The cost: 8 million. 
The CRC, with 19 cars, will cost 50 million. 
“How do you justify a project which has less cars than Milwaukie but is three times more 
money?”   
“Because it is a function of what you need to upgrade, to accommodate your 
improvements.”   
These lawmakers aren‟t buying it. 
Jaime Herrera-Beutler:  “I can‟t figure out why this is the most expensive light rail project 
in light rail history.” 
Sen. Don Benton (R), Dist 17:  “It‟s one more reason to distrust government.  Why 
would government try to hide $80m worth of pork in this project? Because they can!”    
“I don‟t think its pork at all.  I think this is an important project.”  
State Representative Tobias Read carried the Oregon version of the bill.  He says all 
the projects in the proposal have been vetted; are needed and it's time to start building.   
“It‟s incredibly important for us to move forward with this project now.  If we don‟t, we‟ll 
be starting over at the beginning.”   
Herrera-Beutler says it‟s time as well.  “It‟s time for folks to recognize, we can come 
back to the table and draw something that‟s more fair to everyone involved and that‟s 
more balanced.” 
So what about that museum?  The CRC project director says the construction will 
impact the "Vancouver Historic Reserve" and if crews find any historic artifacts during 
the build it will go in this 10 million dollar museum. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “State Money Mistakes” 05/08/13  10:00 PM      1:15 
Millions of dollars in state money has possibly been paid to people who are dead, in 
prison or who won the lottery.  That‟s a new finding from Oregon's Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State is calling for immediate changes after her auditors looked at 
Oregon‟s safety net and found some big holes.  Kate Brown said auditors matched a 
data base of state welfare recipients against a national list of people known to be dead 
and found 5.3 million dollars paid to those no longer with us.  They also found 163 
inmates who supposedly got 296 thousand dollars worth of medical treatment while in 
prison. They don‟t leave prison for treatment; the state is looking into that.  Brown said 
the state needs to do a better job screening out people who are no longer eligible for 
welfare. But a state manager said these are isolated examples of problems. 
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Kate Brown, Oregon Secretary of State:  “I found these issues absolutely unacceptable 
but I think what we need to do is make sure we are balancing the needs of vulnerable 
Oregonians while making sure that our taxpayer dollars are being well spent.” 
Jim Sherzinger, DHS Chief Operating Officer:  “This is really important to us. It‟s 
important to get errors down to zero if we can.” 
Sherzinger said lawmakers are looking at changes that would allow the state to cut off 
public support for people like lottery winners.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Lower DUI Limit” 05/14/13  10:00 PM      1:15 
The numbers are staggering - about 10 thousand Americans die each year because of 
drunk driving.  Now there's a new proposal to lower the limit on how much you can drink 
and still drive.  Under the new rules, more than one drink could put some people over 
the limit.  A lot of people enjoy a drink or two on a nice evening like this but lowering the 
limit will mean you need to be much more careful.  The current blood alcohol limit in all 
fifty states is .08.  The NTSB wants states to lower it to .05, like Australia and most 
countries in Europe.  The board says DUI crashes and fatalities are fewer in those 
places because of the lower limit.  In Oregon, it is possible to get a DUII with a blood 
alcohol content lower than .08.  One defense attorney I talked to says if this new limit 
happens a lot more people will get prosecuted. 
“The problem with a .05 is that prosecutors will prosecute .04 and .03 and .01 so if you 
sniff the cork you‟re in jeopardy.”   
“It impairs your judgment; it impairs your ability to react when you have to and then we 
see the tragedies that occur.”    
Mo Daya is a trauma doctor at OHSU who favors taking the limit down to .015; basically 
saying it‟s not legal to drink any alcohol and drive. 
This is ultimately up to the states.  The NTSB is only making a recommendation at this 
point.   
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Fluoride Rejected” 05/22/13  10:00 PM      1:30 
City of Portland Mayor Hales supported the fluoride measure but says he accepts the 
decision from voters.  Mayor Hales says he's happy it's over with and just wants the city 
to move forward.  The mayor was a strong supporter of fluoridation and admits he's 
upset about the outcome but after voters rejected the measure 60 to 40 he says voters 
have made their stance clear and he's moving on.  Some supporters of fluoridation 
announced they plan to get the measure back on the ballot early next year but Mayor 
Hales doubts that will happen anytime soon and actually hopes not to see another push 
for fluoride for quite some time. 
Mayor Charlie Hales, Portland:  “I think it was an unusually polarized issue for Portland. 
We have a habit of listening to each another. This one got pretty loud, pretty polarized 
and in a way I‟m relieved that it's over. I think it would be not healthy for the community 
to return to this issue anytime soon.”  
As for whether we see fluoride getting back on the ballot next year, opponents say they 
plan to counter any future measures.  
 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Reservoir Cap” 06/03/13  10:00 PM      1:15 
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The fight over Portland‟s uncovered reservoirs is over.  City leaders announced today 
they will do what the state and federal government want and either cap or close them. 
The water bureau says by the end of 2015 these uncovered pools will be replaced by 
underground reservoirs.  The cost is about 275 million dollars.  That money is already 
budgeted and you are paying for it with rate increases.  We got a look at the 
construction on Powell Butte, of a 50 million gallon covered reservoir and another one 
being built on Kelley Butte will be much the same.  The money also covers building a 
reflective cover for one of the Washington Park reservoirs and closing the other one 
down.  The mayor's spokesman says the city has asked for delays and exemptions 
since 2006. 
Dana Haynes, mayor's office:  “And the answers were no, no and heck no, so finally the 
city said that‟s it.  We‟ve tried, asked and answered; asked at the state, asked at the 
federal level and asked at the courts, done.  We need to move forward.”   
Moving forward means figuring out what to do with these historic Mount Tabor 
reservoirs that date back to the late 18-hundreds.   The water bureau and mayor say 
they want to hear from you, to figure it out.  Whatever happens, it will need to fit into the 
park setting and it will cost money that isn't in the budget yet. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Food Stamps Soda” 06/19/13  10:00 PM      1:35 
Portland's mayor is part of a push to get congress to fully fund food stamp programs.  
And here's the part getting a lot of attention. He says food stamps shouldn't cover 
sugary soda.  Charlie Hales is one of 17 mayors from New York to LA who signed a 
letter to congressional leaders.  Hales supports food stamps, but not using them for soft 
drinks. 
“I want them to keep funding the basic program of nutrition and then let‟s make the 
thoughtful reforms like not having people buying Twinkies and soda pop with food 
stamps.”   
It is the federal SNAP program that funds food assistance for 47 million Americans and 
they can buy sugary drinks including pop with that.  But in their letter to congress, Hales 
and the other mayors said it was time to look at limiting or ending that, to fight obesity 
and promote healthier lifestyles.  So, what do some of you think?  
Mary Evans favors soda pop ban:  “I think if were gonna pay to subsidize to pay for food 
then what they should be buying is healthy food. “  
Courtney Jacoby is against the soda pop ban:  “It seems kind of petty seems like they 
might be kind of wasting their time when there‟s more important issues.”   
We also checked with the American Beverage Association.  They said "obesity is a 
complex health condition that affects Americans of all income levels.  And targeting 
struggling families will not make America healthier or reduce government spending."  
There is no word from congress yet what they think of the idea but the mayors just sent 
the letter yesterday. 
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES 

 
Staying healthy has become a subject of national concern for all Americans.  From 
prevention to medical breakthroughs, KGW NewsChannel 8 is committed to providing 
our viewers with information that can improve their health and live productive lifestyles. 

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Cholesterol Eye Drops” 04/04/2013   10:00 PM      :30 
Drugs used to treat high cholesterol may be able to help patients with macular 
degeneration.  Macular degeneration is the leading cause of blindness in older adults.  
One cause is a build-up of white blood cells that trigger an abnormal amount of blood 
vessel growth.  Researchers at Washington University gave mice cholesterol-lowering 
drugs in the form of eye drops.  The drops cut down on the buildup of blood vessels and 
white blood cells in the eyes.  The treatment is still in the early stages and has not been 
tested on humans yet. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “HPV Lung Cancer” 04/10/2013   10:00 PM      :30 
A virus known to lead to cervical cancer may also trigger some forms of lung cancer.  
Researchers looked at tissue samples from lung cancer patients.  A small percentage, 
about 6 percent, had evidence that they were fueled by a strain of the human 
papillomavirus, or HPV.  Certain strains of HPV are known mostly for causing cervical 
cancer but are also linked to head and neck cancers.  Researchers say this new 
evidence may someday help target treatments for HPV-related lung tumors 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Antibiotic Resistance” 04/18/2013   10:00 PM      :30 
Experts with the Infectious Disease Society of America say we're not developing new 
antibiotics fast enough.  There are currently seven antibiotics in development that would 
fight multidrug-resistant bacteria but they might not get FDA approval or even remain 
effective by the time they get approved.  Experts encouraged manufacturers to invest in 
antibiotic development.  Many drug companies are looking for treatments for chronic 
conditions like diabetes or heart disease, rather than antibiotics which a person only 
takes for a short amount of time. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Autism Placenta” 04/25/2013   10:00 PM      :35 
Doctors may predict a child's risk for developing autism by examining the placenta at 
birth.  Researchers found in families with a high genetic risk for having an autistic child, 
placentas were significantly more likely to have abnormal folds and creases.  
Researchers won't know until at least next year if the abnormal placentas do correlate to 
a diagnosis of autism.  But if kids with autism had more placental folds visible after birth, 
the condition could become an early indicator and treatment could start at the earliest 
possible age. 
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KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Baby Changing Norovirus” 05/10/2013   10:00 PM      
1:20 
You might want to think twice before using a diaper-changing table in a public restroom.  
A study traced a local "Norovirus" outbreak to a changing table in Washington County.  
NewsChannel 8's Katherine Cook talked with the health expert who made the 
connection.  It surprised a lot of people; fecal matter from a dirty changing table spread 
bathroom counters and then out to a lunch party at a Hillsboro car dealership.  
Washington County Epidemiologist Kim Repp says at first she thought the virus came 
from the restaurant that provided the food.  But then she traced it to a changing table 
like this one at the car dealership.  Turns out a customer had a sick child who made a 
mess on the table.  An employee cleaned it up but the virus is so strong it spread to the 
counters, food and door handles, making more than a dozen people sick.  Repp says 
only bleach will kill Norovirus on surfaces but most changing tables say bleach will 
damage them.  So what to do?   
“Use a protective barrier before putting their own child on these diaper changing 
stations; and not something that's reusable.”    
“It's disgusting, but actually when possible, I don't really use them.” 
Some moms use these portable changing stations but whatever you use, experts say 
you should always wash your hands before and after changing your baby.  It won't kill 
the Norovirus but it'll get it off your skin.  
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YOUR MONEY, YOUR BUSINESS: CONSUMER ISSUES AND ECONOMIC CRISIS 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 keeps a close watch on economic developments and informs 
viewers of consumer issues to aid them in making wise spending decisions. 

 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW  “Spring Wine Grapes” 05/07/2013   10:00 PM      1:15 
This stretch of warm and dry weather is causing an explosion of growth at vineyards 
across the Willamette Valley.  But along with all the growth comes some challenges for 
grape-growers.  NewsChannel 8's Environmental Reporter Keely Chalmers is live at JK 
Carriere Wines in Newberg where it‟s all hands on deck these days.  The owner says 
this hot, dry weather is forcing him to do about three months worth of work in about 
three weeks!  That‟s because these vines here are growing like crazy.  Jim Prosser, 
owner of JK Carriere Wines, says in the last two weeks his vines have grown about a 
foot.  Normally they'd grow only about an inch or two in that time.  Buts it‟s not just the 
vines going gang-busters; so are all the weeds and grasses that compete for whatever 
water is left in the soil.  As a result, Prosser is having to get out his tractor to til the soil 
and plow the weeds about a month earlier than he normally would.  He says normally 
this time of year you wouldn't see soil this dry.    
Jim Prosser, JK Carriere Wines:  “We all need water and plants need water to grow so it 
would be better if we got a little bit of rain before the spigot kind of shuts off.  But all in 
all, it‟s good.” 
Prosser says that as long as we get a little bit of rain this head start is big bonus for the 
wine industry.  It could mean grapes stay longer on the vines, resulting in a bolder wine.    
But he also cautions that it's far too early to make any predictions. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Gen X Retirement” 05/17/2013   10:00 PM      :35 
Generation X may feel the brunt of the recent recession.  A "Pew Charitable Trust 
Survey" finds Americans between the ages 38 and 47 will only be able to save about 
half of what they need for retirement.  That‟s far below the 70 to 100 percent financial 
planners recommend.  The problem is that many were already late putting away for 
retirement before the downturn.  The group lost nearly 45 percent of their wealth 
between 2007 and 2010.  That stunted their already low savings levels.  Mortgages, 
credit card and student loans payments also left Gen-X‟ers with much higher debt levels 
than their predecessors. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Oregon Grape Concerns” 05/23/2013   10:00 PM      
2:25 
May is Oregon Wine Month and it's been a busy one.  Getting the most notice is several 
out-of- state winemakers that are buying up acreage here.   It's the evolution of the 
industry that's bringing both praise and concern.  Memorial Day weekend is a busy one 
for Oregon‟s tasting rooms. They come from all over the country to enjoy what 
winemakers here do best - pinot noir.  Winemaker Laurent Montalieu says it comes with 
a price.  “We're getting more successful.  It's the ransom of success when you do 
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something in an area that is recognized and you do it well other entities are taking 
notice.” 
Several out of state winemakers are leasing or buying large plots of pinot noir 
vineyards.  The biggest is Jackson Wines out of California, maker of Kendall-Jackson 
brands.  The company has purchased1350 acres so far.  
Laurent Montalieu, Owner, Northwest Wine Co.:  “There's a little bit of a fear. There's 
definitely going to be a run for the all the grapes that have been planted in the past.” 
 One concern is a possible grape shortage for Oregon winemakers that buy additional 
grapes from those vineyards now with new owners.  That could mean higher prices for 
grapes.   
Laurent Montalieu, Owner, Northwest Wine Co.: ““That might influence in the longer 
term the price of wine.  I think we have given them the benefit of the doubt that their 
intent is to kind of follow suit to what has been pioneered by the great winemakers of 
Oregon.”  
But, with Jackson now part of Oregon‟s wine industry it means a larger world-wide 
showcase and more exports, including David Adelshiem, a founding father of Oregon‟s 
wine industry. 
David Adelshiem/Adelshiem Winery:  “It seems like the universe has tilted on its ear but 
I don't think so.” 
He says because there is too much at stake. 
David Adelshiem/Adelshiem Winery:  “Most everybody is trying to take advantage of the 
good name that Oregon and with Willamette Valley and the pinot noir has and I think 
their goal is not to screw it up too bad.” 
Since 2001 the amount of land harvested for grapes has double from 88 hundred acres 
to 17 thousand five hundred in 2011.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW  “On-Time Airlines” 06/14/2013      10:00 PM      :25 
If you want to be on time, Hawaiian Airlines is your best bet.  It's number one in on-time 
reliability in the nation.  That's according to the transportation department.  93 percent of 
Hawaiian‟s flights arrived within 15 minutes of scheduled arrival times.  Alaska Airlines 
was second at 86 percent and Delta was a close third at 85 percent.  American Eagle 
was at the bottom of the list at 66 percent. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Rates Jump and Mortgage Updates” 06/26/2013   
10:00 PM      :40 
Thirty-year, fixed-rate home loans have spiked!  Freddie Mac reports the average hit 
4.46 percent this week.  That‟s its largest weekly jump in more than 26 years.  To give 
you an idea, the extra percentage point will cost new homebuyers with that fixed-rate 
$56 more a month for every 100 thousand they borrow.  Meantime, mortgage 
applications are down.  The Mortgage Bankers Association reports they fell three 
percent last week.  Another index, which also measures loan application volume, also 
dropped three percent from one week earlier to its lowest level since 2011.  Despite 
today's new numbers most economists believe the housing market is mending. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW covers a variety of environmental topics as we keep 
our viewers informed of health and safety issues in their home environments, wildlife 
and their habitats, energy conservation and energy alternatives, pollution, all the way to 
issues with our global environment.  
 
 
 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Quake Dams” 04/02/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
Ready or not, scientists say a powerful magnitude eight or nine earthquake could hit the 
Pacific Northwest at any time.  When that happens, a big concern will be our dams.  
Scary to think about, but will they stay standing or will they collapse, flooding towns and 
neighborhoods?  It‟s something experts are studying right now and so far the news 
looks promising...  
The US Army Corps of Engineers is assessing its 20 dams in Oregon and southern 
Washington; dams that were built well before engineers knew there was a threat for a 
mega-quake in our area.  The Corps of Engineers says that although they weren't 
necessarily built to withstand a magnitude nine quake; our dams will not collapse if we 
get the "big one."  There would be some damage but they will not fail to the point of 
causing any major flooding.  The reason for the concern about the dams is the 
Cascadia Subduction Zone, which is a fault just off shore.  Scientists say it ruptures on 
average every 300 years.  The last time it went was 313 years ago.   
“It will shake everything west of the Cascades in the Pacific NW so in the Portland area 
all the way up the gorge is going to be major, major shaking.” 
The corps already did some seismic work on the Bonneville Dam back in 2010.  Right 
now it's about half way through assessing all 20 of its projects.  Next year it will look at 
Detroit Dam. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Grape Pulp Products” 04/11/13   10:00 PM      1:20 
How big is Oregon‟s wine industry?  In Oregon in most years we produce more than 40 
thousand tons of wine grapes.  When the winemaking is done 35% of the grape is 
leftover.  That means there is 14 thousand tons of leftover mush wasted.  Until now!   
Newschannel-8's Environmental Reporter Keely Chalmers talked to a scientist who has 
new uses for the leftovers.  It's natural that when we think of a wine grape we think of 
this the liquid that comes from it, also known as wine.  But when the wine is made this is 
what's leftover; the skin, the seeds and the stems which are also known as pomace.  
Some wine-makers, like Willamette Valley Vineyards, are able to use that pomace as 
compost.  But for many it's simply waste.  Now scientists at Oregon State University are 
turning that waste into potential profit.  They‟ve discovered a way to turn the "grape 
pulp" into biodegradable containers; specifically flower pots like these that can be 
planted right into the ground... 
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Yanyun Zhao, PHD, Oregon State University professor:  “The pot will go along with the 
plant then the pot will be biodegraded so you have no additional waste.”   
And because the pomace is rich with fiber and antioxidants the researchers have also 
found a way to grind it down into food supplements and flour substitutes that can be 
used in baked goods like breads and muffins.  It‟s an idea that's catching on.  The 
school is already working with one Oregon company to put its "pulp" to good use.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Dock Invasive Species” 04/16/13   10:00 PM      1:20 
It's a fight over compost in West Linn and Tualatin.  Neighbors want to keep a proposed 
facility from moving in across the street from two schools.  S & H Logging wants to build 
the controversial site at the corner of Southwest Stafford and Borland Road.  We sent 
KGW's Environmental Reporter Keely Chalmers out there to find out what all the "stink" 
is about.  That's exactly it.  Parents and neighbors are concerned about the smell and 
potential "stink" that often comes from compost.  The proposed site would be built on 
what is now a Christmas tree farm, directly across the street from Athey Creek Middle 
School and a short distance from Stafford Primary.  Many in the area worry not only 
about the odor their kids would be exposed to but also the potential health risks from the 
dust.  They say thousands of kids play on the schools' fields every weekend.   
“When it‟s hot teachers are going to have to make the choice between keeping the kids 
in stifling air or opening the windows and letting the odor in and possibly particulate 
matter.  There are hundreds if not thousands of composting facilities in the US that are 
composting yard debris only that don't create objectionable odors.” 
S & H Logging, which already owns the land, says the proposed facility would compost 
only yard debris and not food waste and it will use the most advanced technology to 
eliminate the smell and keep the dust down.  Right now, it still needs to get DEQ and 
Metro approval to build. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Local Air Quality” 04/24/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
You can breathe a bit easier if you live here in the Portland area.  A new report from the 
American Lung Association shows our air quality is much better than it was even a 
decade ago.  The report basically assigns grades to counties rating their air quality.  It 
tracked both smog and soot levels in our air between the years of 2009 and 2011.  So 
how did Multnomah County rank?  The report gave it a "B" for the amount of smog in 
the air but that's still well below unhealthy levels.  Washington County's air was even 
cleaner; it scored an "A" for smog.  However both counties did worse when it came to 
days that had high levels of soot in the air; each receiving a “C” grade.  The American 
Lung Association says that was due to the number of inversion days we had.  Those are 
days where pollution is trapped by warmer air above.   
“With particle pollution, those particles can get in your lungs and they can cause 
coughing, wheezing, asthma attacks, and even heart attacks.  They can affect your 
health and can be deadly.” 
If you live in Clackamas County, according to the report, your air was a bit smoggier; it 
got a “C” grade. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Rigid Plastics Recycle” 05/01/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
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After more than a decade of accepting plastics recycling centers are say no to some of 
them.  The change comes because of a sudden decision by China to stop buying 
several types of rigid plastics from collection centers here in the US.  The plastic 
numbers to remember are 3, 6, and 7.  That includes those flimsy plastic clam shells 
and PVC plastics.  VHS tapes, CD‟s, DVD‟s also are no longer accepted.  Far-West 
Fibers, here in the Portland area, has stopped collecting them at all its recycling depots.  
We went to the center and found stacks of the unwanted plastic sitting outside its 
warehouses.  The company says it has about 50 truckloads of plastic it needs to re-sort 
and find a home for.  But, they assure us, it will not be going in the trash. 
Keith Ristau, Far-West Fibers, Inc.:  “We're doing everything we can to make sure 
nothing goes to a landfill.  We‟re working with the City of Portland and Metro Regional 
Government and the other processors in the area to brainstorm on other solutions to the 
challenge.”   
As of now, there have been no changes to what you can recycle curb-side. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Nano Lily Pads” 05/06/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
A local company has invented a "lily pad" that uses nano-technlology to wipe out storm 
water pollution.  Students at Oregon State University are putting it to the test.  It floats 
on the water just like a lily pad but it really looks more like a piece of plastic mesh.  This 
nano-tech lily pad is the newest creation from Beaverton-based "Puralytics", the same 
company behind these drinking water purification bags.  No power is necessary here.  
The devices use sunlight to trigger chemical reactions that break down contaminants.  
The company thought that if it works for drinking water, why not use the technology to 
treat storm-water run-off before it reaches our waterways.  So for the last two weeks, 
bio-engineering students at Oregon State University are putting the lily pads to the test.  
And they say, so far, they are working.   
Luke Cach, Bio Engineering Student:  “We‟ve been getting results I mean the product 
shows the blue dye we put in will degrade over time and it will clean the water.  So far 
we've seen it does work faster when you have more on.” 
The Oregon Department of Transportation says it is very interested in this technology, 
saying it could work well treating storm-water runoff from the heavily traveled I-5 Bridge 
as well as smaller roads.  It is waiting on the test results before it makes any decisions.   
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Elm Tree Disease” 05/13/13   10:00 PM      1:25 
It's wiped out elm tree populations in other parts of the country and now some 
Portlanders are fighting to keep it from taking out their beloved trees as well.  At one 
time Portland had about five thousand elm trees.  But since Dutch elm disease arrived 
in the seventies the city now has closer to 3500 of the elms.  They've tagged about 50 
trees here in the Hollywood-Alameda neighborhood with these signs alerting passersby 
that these huge elms are in danger.  The effort is lead by the group "Save Our Elms."  
They‟re fighting to protect these giant trees from the fast-spreading Dutch elm disease.  
Once a tree gets the disease it dies within a matter of days, taking many surrounding 
elm trees with it.  The City of Portland says it has over 35 hundred elm trees within the 
city and simply does not have the money to inoculate all of them, so these neighbors 
are trying to raise money and volunteers to do the work themselves.  Bob Durand has 
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already volunteered.  “I think in the 25 - 27 years that we‟ve been here, we‟ve lost 12 to 
13 trees on this block.  There are a lot of elm trees throughout this neighborhood.” 
The city's Urban Forestry Department will supervise all the inoculations.  They‟re done 
by drilling holes in the base of the trees and injecting a fungicide.  According to 
volunteers it will cost about 7 thousand dollars to treat roughly 50 trees. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “NW Disaster Ready” 05/21/13   10:00 PM      1:30 
The tragedy in Oklahoma is a harsh reminder of how important it is for all of us to be 
prepared for a disaster, whether it be a storm or in the case of the Pacific Northwest, a 
mega earthquake.  Experts say the most important thing we can do is to have a plan.  In 
the event of an earthquake we'll have no warning which is why it's so critical we prepare 
before it strikes.  If disaster were to strike, Betsy Shand is ready for it.  In addition to an 
emergency pack conveniently tucked under her bed and packed full of supplies, she's 
even got hand crank radio and cell phone charger ready to go, knowing well, in the 
event of a disaster, a text may be her only way to communicate.  Betsy worries about 
the big one; a catastrophic magnitude nine earthquake that scientists now say could 
strike at any time off the coast.  Its destruction would stretch all the way to the valley.  
The American Red Cross says such an event could wipe out electricity, sewage and 
water supply along with many of our bridges.  Which is why, in addition to putting 
together an emergency supply kit, you also need to have a family disaster plan.  In 
addition to a meeting site, you need to establish an out-of-state contact.  Experts say 
that whatever your plan may be, it's critical you at least have a family disaster plan.  In 
addition to having a plan for your family, the American Red Cross says you should also 
plan for your pet in the wake of disaster. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Storing Wind” 05/28/13   10:00 PM      2:10 
Renewable energy, like wind, is popular here in the Northwest.  There‟s a problem with 
it though; sometimes the wind creates more energy than what's needed and there's 
been no way to store the excess.  But now researchers think they have a solution.  The 
premise is to use the natural storage areas we already have deep in our earth instead of 
man-made things like batteries.  Here in the Pacific Northwest we rely on wind power to 
help keep our lights on.  But sometimes it's so windy that the system produces more 
energy then we need and with no place to go, that energy is lost.  But researchers with 
the US Department of Energy and the Bonneville Power Administration have come up 
with a way to take that excess wind energy and store it deep within the earth.    
“You basically take electricity coming from the wind generators and use it to power very 
large compressors to compress air which stores the energy.”   
That compressed air would then be pumped thousands of feet underground, into airtight 
cavities; porous areas of basalt much like this exposed layer at Multnomah Falls.     
“It looks like that; it looks like solid rock but it‟s actually very permeable with a lot of air 
pockets.”   
Later, when the power is needed, a valve would release the energy back to the surface 
which would spin turbines to produce energy.  The BPA says the air would be held 
underground at pressure only slightly above normal so it's safe.    
“If you happen to have a leak in your underground reservoir with compressed air it‟s just 
going to return to where it came from in the atmosphere anyway.”    
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 Bonneville Power says the compressed air storage plants would also save rate payers 
money down the road when the demand for electricity to power everything from our 
phones to our cars goes way up.   
“We could capture the excess energy that we have and not have to invest into new 
expensive technology.  Capture what we can now and save it for when we need it later.” 
Bonneville Power is looking at building two compressed air energy storage plants in 
Central Washington.  The plants together would be able store enough energy to power 
80 thousand homes for a month. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “New Elephant Exhibit” 06/10/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
Elephants at the Oregon Zoo are one step closer to getting a new, much bigger home! 
Today the zoo officially broke ground on the new 53 million dollar "Elephant Lands" 
habitat.  This elephant exhibit is about an acre and a half but the new one will be more 
than 4 times this size!  You can see that crews are already busy at work on this massive 
expansion.  In fact it's being called the most ambitious project in Oregon Zoo's history.  
It will allow the elephants to live in a much more natural setting while helping our 
environment at the same time.  That‟s because the more than 6 acre habitat will be 
"green" in more ways than one.  For instance, the roof-top of the new indoor viewing 
area will collect rainwater that‟ll be used for flushing toilets and in animal wash-down 
areas.  And the building itself will be heated by using only the heat generated by the 
"cooling" of the neighboring polar bear exhibit.  And the list goes on.   
“The trees we‟re cutting down are being repurposed into the elephant habitat either for 
toys for the elephants to play with; they pick them up and throw them around.” 
Even the wood from the existing structures will be saved and re-used in the new 
exhibits.  So when will you be able to see all this?   Elephant Lands opens to the public 
in 2015. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Quake Maps” 06/21/13   10:00 PM      2:15 
By now you‟ve likely heard the warnings but what would really happen if a mega 
earthquake were to strike the Pacific Northwest?  For the first time the state is giving us 
detailed information about what kind of damage we'll see. 
Maps just released by the state Department Of Geology show, for the first time, the 
damage we can expect from a magnitude nine earthquake originating from the 
Cascadia Subduction zone off our coast.  It‟s a quake that scientists say could strike at 
anytime.   
“We are in the window when we could expect to have one.”   
According to the new models, in low lying areas of the valley including Portland, the 
intense shaking will turn the soil to liquid.    
“There would probably be some buildings that toppled over and be torn apart by 
liquefaction.”   
In the mountains and along the slopes, the land will give way.   
“We expect to see landslides virtually everywhere in the Coast Range and the western 
parts of the Cascades.”   
And perhaps the most alarming discovery is what the models predict will happen along 
the coast.    
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“In addition to a tsunami a Subduction zone earthquake actually caused the land along 
the coast to sink permanently in some cases as much as 6 or 8 feet”, meaning our coast 
line, as we know it, will change forever. 
Geologists say, although alarming, this information is not meant to scare us but to help 
us and the State of Oregon get ready because preparing now will save lives later. 
The just-published maps show in detail where and what the damage will be across 
Oregon. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Bee Pesticide” 06/24/13   10:00 PM      2:20 
Two large bee die-offs in two Oregon towns in less than a week and the state say crews 
applied the same pesticide in both cases.  Now conservation groups are pushing to ban 
it.  Right now this pesticide is totally legal to use but some conservationists say these 
latest two incidents show we need to take a closer look at it.  Today an investigator with 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture collected samples from this Linden tree in 
downtown Hillsboro.  On Friday the city started getting calls about hundreds of dying 
bumblebees falling from its branches.  Hours later crews covered the tree in protective 
netting but evidence of the die-off remains.   
“At this point we‟re waiting for the Oregon Dept of Ag to tell us what‟s going on.”   
This comes just days after a massive bee die-off at a Wilsonville shopping center.  
Experts estimate more than 25 thousand bees died here; possibly the largest recorded 
bee die-off in history.  All 55 of the trees have been covered in nets but that happened 
more than a week after the first reports.  Today we still saw bees dying in the parking 
lot.   
“It‟s almost like they're hanging on trying to get through.” 
“Whatever is on there is not good.” 
In both cases the bees fell from Linden trees that were sprayed with a pesticide called 
Safari, which is safe for humans and animals but is deadly for bees and other insects.   
“This particular pesticide isn't just a residue on the surface, it gets taken into the plant 
and comes out in the pollen in the nectar and it gets handed to bees and other 
pollinators, basically on a platter.”   
Now some conservation groups, including the Xerces Society, are working with 
lawmakers to ban the chemical.   
“Homeowners can be applying these products in their backyards and not even know it, 
so maybe it would be great if we could have a ban on the use of these for cosmetic 
purposes.”   
They say these two incidents show something needs to change before more of our 
critical pollinators die.  Investigators have confirmed the Wilsonville bees died as a 
direct result of this particular pesticide but they are still awaiting results in the Hillsboro 
case.  City officials there say that of the 200 trees they sprayed only one seems to be 
causing problems. 
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FAMILY AND EDUCATION ISSUES  

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 continues its focus on families and education with reports on 
school safety, school budgets, the rising cost of college, and school testing.  Nightly 
News takes an in-depth look at the many issues of caring for our aging parents from 
healthcare and insurance to emotional and financial issues.  This is an issue affecting 
more families as the median age in our country rises.   

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “School Officer Cuts” 04/01/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
The NRA is expected to roll out specific ideas tomorrow for training armed officers for 
school protection.  In Portland a budget crunch may have schools going the *opposite 
direction and getting rid of armed police at each high school.  The proposal is part of the 
police chief's budget plan.  He said getting rid of police in the schools would save 2 
million dollars a year.  At Grant High School it‟s common to find police on the grounds. 
14 officers are stationed around the city at high schools, getting to know kids and 
anticipating trouble.  But with budget cuts looming, cutting the officers from the schools 
is a real issue and police say they are getting lots of questions from the people they now 
protect. 
“They wonder “who are they gonna be calling?  Are you guys gonna be available to us?  
How‟s this gonna look?  Is there an officer that's going to be in our school the same 
way?‟ We'd like to have more. We‟d like to have more!" 
We wanted to ask Mayor Charlie Hales about the possible cuts but a spokesman said 
with a month of budget talks still ahead the mayor would not comment.  Police will stay 
in the schools as the budget is worked out. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Sunshine Division Honors” 04/17/13   10:00 PM      
:40 
Supporting our troops and their families gets Portland police some recognition this 
morning.  The Oregon National Guard is saying a big "thank you" to the bureau's 
Sunshine Division.  It received a certificate of appreciation today.  Every month the 
bureau provides food assistance for National Guard families. 
"Our soldiers, about 400 in the battalion, have about 60 families we fed during 
Christmastime.  And without the assistance of these wonderful gentlemen and their 
entity, these soldiers would not have had the Christmas that they had." 
The National Guard says its members face unemployment and under- employment at 
higher rates than the national average.  The Sunshine Division has been providing food 
assistance to the community for more than 80-years. 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Parkrose Protest” 05/03/13   10:00 PM      :20 
Dozens of students at Parkrose High School skipped class today to protest a district 
proposal to cut seven teachers.  They say the layoffs would include the head of their art 
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department and one other teacher.  The students say they risked getting banned from 
prom to voice their concerns.  The district's next budget meeting is on Wednesday. 
   
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Retirement Forecast” 05/15/13   10:00 PM      2:30 
How far away are you from retirement?  You probably don't want to think about it; no 
one really does but a new report from Wells Fargo finds that now is the time.  Waiting 
will cost you in the long run because as the saying goes, „Prior planning prevents poor 
performance‟.  
Eight year old 2nd graders from Holy Redeemer in North Portland were all eyes and 
ears here in Wells Fargo lobby for a history lesson that is relevant today.  It's about 
saving money for the future and though they're far from retirement, they know what it 
means.  
“You don't want to work anymore.”   
“You are in work and you won't want to do it anymore.” 
“Staying at home and not working because they're like getting old or something.”  
Well no matter the definition, Chris Cline with Wells Fargo bank says it's because the 
workplace has changed dramatically.  “We've had a major shift we view retirement.  
When our parents were working they knew they were going to be covered by social 
security or by their pensions; that there was going to be a source for them.”  
A new national Wells Fargo survey with half the participants from Oregon finds that 50 
percent are concerned about having enough to support themselves in retirement. 
44% are living paycheck to paycheck.  
Chris Cline, Wells Fargo Private Bank:  “More than ever we're relying on our own 
resources and that's not a model people are use to.” 
A third says their expenses prevent them from saving and 60 percent under the age of 
50 are concerned about the amount of their retirement savings.  It means these 2nd 
graders will have to take matters into their own hands. 
“If you have like extra money keep that.” 
But it will take more than just saving, it takes planning.  AARP of Oregon is asking 
lawmakers to help Oregonians working for employers without retirement plans.  
Joyce Demonnin, Outreach Dir., AARP Oregon:  “It would open up a whole new world of 
savings for those who are not savings now.”   
And as you start planning for your tomorrows, we leave you with one more piece of 
advice for today.  
“Work hard, do your best and try to have fun at least while you're doing it.”  
And according to different retirement survey, financial nest eggs are down an average 
of 117 thousand dollars. 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Local Memorial Day” 05/27/13   10:00 PM      1:40 
Families and friends of fallen soldiers paused and reflected this Memorial Day on the 
loved ones lost.  The sound of cannon fire and the playing of taps filled the otherwise 
hushed Willamette National Cemetery this morning.  Veterans' organizations also 
walked with flags in a solemn procession.  It was one of many observances in our area 
and across the country.  Lots of people in our area took time to stop and think about the 
many that have died in the service of our country.  Many braved the slashing wind and 
rain to visit grave sites and honor loved ones.  At The Vietnam Memorial in Washington 
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Park reflective music played as people visited different markers for soldiers who died in 
the conflict.  James Griffin's son set up the flags here as part of an Eagle Scout project 
several years ago.  James served in Vietnam and returned home in 1967.  Visiting the 
memorial brings a flood of memories.  “It isn‟t just one day that you remember, you 
remember people all your life. You know, and it‟s a part that um, you'll never forget.  If I 
get thinking too much I‟ll start crying but that's the emotional part that everybody has 
within them." 
He said he hopes for a day when the world will truly have peace.  In the meantime he'll 
keep visiting the memorial and remembering his friends. 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “I Have a Dream Graduation” 06/04/13   10:00 PM      
:35 
There was a special celebration tonight for teens graduating from Oregon‟s "I Have a 
Dream" program.  The program focuses on kids in low-income communities who are 
facing obstacles including homelessness, foster care and food insecurity.  This year‟s 
"Dreamers" were selected back when they were in the third grade.  Since then, they've 
had mentors helping them stay on track and now they'll get a scholarship to college. 
Chaquita McClendon, I Have a Dream student:  "The secret was accepting the help that 
they give you because if I didn't have the help that they gave me, I wouldn‟t be doing 
this right now." 
"I Have a Dream" is funded by donations.  This is the ninth class of students who have 
finished the program. 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 on KRCW “Kindergarten Redshirt” 06/11/13   10:00 PM      1:15 
The school year is coming to an end this week but some parents are wrestling with a 
decision about next school year.  More parents are choosing to delay the start of 
kindergarten for their five-year olds.  Cathy Marshall talks to teachers about what's 
come to be known as "redshirting".  The number of kids redshirting has tripled since the 
70's; kids starting school at the age of 6 rather than 5.  The research is divided so often 
parents turn to teachers.  Kate Gobel at Cathedral School and Deborah Henderson at 
Cooper Mountain have a combined total of almost 28 years in kindergarten.   They 
believe a decision to redshirt should be based on a balance of academic and social 
factors.  It definitely, they say, can give you quite an age range in a classroom.     
"It's a funny thing as a teacher to start noticing that there are students who are 
potentially a whole year older than other students".   
"Sometimes holding a student back and letting them grow and mature a little bit more is 
a good choice".   
Mrs. Henderson looks for basics like knowing some letters and their sounds along with 
some numbers and having a sense of counting. 
And Mrs. Gobel says kids coming in need to get along with others and be able to solve 
some of their own problems.  The teachers agree it depends on the child and whether 
they've been in day care or preschool.  The numbers show the parents of boys are twice 
as likely to redshirt their children.   
 


