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                      2013 THIRD QUARTER ISSUES & PROGRAMS 
 
 
 
 KGW NewsChannel 8 provides a one-hour newscast that airs on KRCW       

 weeknights at 10:00 p.m.  KRCW provides our most significant treatment of 
 community issues with public service programming in the following areas: 

 
 
 
 
Local and Government Issues        p.  3 
 
Health Care Issues         p.  7   
 
Your Money, Your Business: Consumer Issues & Economic Crisis  p.  8  
 
Environmental Issues             p.  12 
 
Family and Education Issues       p.  18 
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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 reports on a variety of topics this quarter.  Stories ranging from 
moving the Sellwood Bridge to gun control and the Columbia River Crossing are hot 
topics this quarter.     

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 “CRC Funding Fails” 07/01/13   10:00 PM    1:55 
In the next few months, the people working on the CRC project will pack up their things 
and move on.  And unless something changes, the plan to replace the old Interstate 
Bridge will go down in history as a failure.  For now the future of the Columbia River 
Crossing project is decided.   
“The direction is very clear at this point from both governors to go forward with shutting 
down the project.”   
Mandy Putney is one of 96 CRC staffers that have at times celebrated victories like 
federal approval in late 2011, and then an 850 million dollar federal commitment if both 
Oregon and Washington approved paying their share, 450 million apiece; Washington 
didn‟t.   
“All I can say is at the moment the Washington State Senate has given us no way 
forward across the Columbia River.  We had a timeline and schedule and funding that 
was out there and waiting for us.”   
Most agree another option than the Interstate Bridge is needed.  But some don‟t like the 
light rail and some don‟t like the tolls.  It hasn't always been smooth sailing. 
“I don‟t think Vancouver wants MAX and Portland wants to push it down Vancouver‟s 
throats.” 
“The progress needs to be completed; anybody who objects to that is a fool.”   
“I think the cost factor was too high.” 
“I think they need to go back because we really do need it.” 
The CRC has been in development for the past decade and some problems, like if the 
plan worked for the tallest ships and loads on the river, were still being addressed. 
“It‟s a darn shame that we couldn‟t put it together to have a project.” 
Kelly Parker represents businesses in the Vancouver area; businesses that today are 
disappointed in the end of the CRC.   She says the transportation problems remain. 
“And we still have the responsibility to try and compromise, work together, act like adults 
and so we don‟t stick that on the next generation.” 
For now, Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber is hearing from ODOT on any alternatives to 
help fix problems here.  And today Washington‟s governor said he may call a special 
session to get a transportation package passed.  It‟s unclear if the federal money will 
still be there. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Multco 911 Audit” 07/15/13   10:00 PM    2:05 
During an emergency, 911 is the number most people dial but a new report from the city 
auditor says our 9-1-1 call center is falling short when it comes to training its operators. 
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The report says 9-1-1 operators are getting great training when they start but aren't 
staying up-to-date on new procedures.  BOEC says there's not enough time and funding 
and the city says they need to make better use of what they have.   At any given time 
you'll find between 15 and 22 9-1-1 operators on shift at the Bureau of Emergency 
Communications or BOEC.  And since the city cut three positions here, they're stretched 
to the max. 
Laura, BOEC:  “The calls will always come and we need to make sure we have people 
in their seats to take those calls and we can't really pull people off the floor to go and do 
some training on procedures.”    
That‟s a problem underlined in this audit report of the city's 9-1-1 call center.  Only the 
city auditor says budget cuts aren't to blame for lack of training time, but rather, lack of 
organization on BOEC's part. 
Auditor's office:  “Our concern is that additional money should be accompanied with a 
structure to make sure it‟s going to the right place.”   
The report says some operators didn't have time to review new procedures regarding 
suicide calls which recommend transferring them to county mental health workers when 
appropriate.  Another option is "lines for life."  While 9-1-1 operators don't transfer 
callers to them, Tom Parker says getting people the right resources at the right time, is 
critical.  “One of the great things there is they're going to get us for as long as they need 
to talk to us, it's not going to be, wrap it up let's look at what's going on with you and 
maybe re-connect you with your reasons for living.”   
While the office of the auditor is not recommending more funding for BOEC, City 
Commissioner Steve Novick is.  “It's a resources issue and what we'll be fighting for 
next year is a few additional BOEC operators so there's people to fill in while people are 
out training.”   
Novick hopes a stronger economy will make that possible; they're also exploring ways 
to subsidize BOEC.  Despite its criticisms, the report says 9-1-1 operators are doing a 
good job and the public is not at risk. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Light Rail Project Halfway” 07/25/13  10:00 PM    :35 
It is a big milestone today for the Milwaukie to downtown light rail project - it's now 
halfway complete.  The rail line will connect North Clackamas County to Portland State.  
It‟s a seven mile stretch including a transit bridge over the Willamette.  The total cost is 
one and a half billion dollars.  Officials celebrated the milestone this morning.  Among 
them was Portland City Council member Steve Novick, who says the project will save 
commuters big money over the long run. 
“Last year in Portland alone, people & businesses spent 600 million dollars on gas & 
244 million on car repairs.  When you're riding light rail, you're not spending money on 
gas or car repairs” 
TriMet says the light rail line will open in 779-days; that's Saturday, September 12th, 
2015. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “City Hall Homeless” 08/08/13  10:00 PM   :40 
Beginning this morning Portland is launching a new crackdown on permanent homeless 
campers.  The city says they need to move their belongings or they could be arrested. 
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Police handed out notices telling permanent campers they need to move their stuff by 
today.  If they don't, police will remove it later today.  One camper told us today's 
crackdown doesn't solve the bigger issue. 
Matthew Godson, Camper:  “I don't think Portland‟s really been trying to address the 
issue. They've just been trying to hide it and help the businesses, keep Portland clean 
for tourists, increase property value." 
Mayor Charlie Hales did mention people can protest and sleep on the sidewalk at night.  
The problem is when people establish a home on the sidewalk. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Old Town Cleanup” 08/23/13  10:00 PM   1:25 
There's a big clean-up operation underway in one of Portland‟s most historic but 
troubled neighborhoods.  NewsChannel 8's Wayne Havrelly joins us live from Old Town 
Chinatown, where an eclectic mix of volunteers are sprucing things up.  The volunteers 
range from local business owners to residents at the many homeless shelters in this 
neighborhood.   More than 100 volunteers are expected to be out here tomorrow as well 
and you can see they've already made a difference.  The newly formed Chinatown Old 
Town Community Association planned this event.  It's an area known for homeless 
shelters, drug dealing, and nightclubs.  However, association members believe 
improving the curb appeal of Old Town will attract more customers to stores and 
restaurants during the daylight hours.  Organizer Helen Ying hopes all this hard work 
will convince other business owners to keep things spruced up every day. 
“To entice them, we thought we would show them what this area could look like when it 
is looking good!!  I think it will serve as a positive influence for people.” 
However, some business owners say a 2 day cleanup is only a band-aid for the serious 
drug problem happening in this neighborhood. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Sprinkler Vote passes” 09/11/13  10:00 PM   :20 
Sprinkler systems are now a requirement for some Portland night-clubs.  The city 
council passed new rules this morning.  Now, night-clubs in old buildings that are open 
to more than 100 people must install sprinklers.  They have to be in no later than June 
30, 2015.  The Portland Fire Bureau says 14 night-clubs are affected by the changes.   
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Portland Cell Phone Lot”   09/18/13  10:00 PM   :20 
The cell phone waiting area at the Portland Airport is going away but it will be replaced 
with a new improved spot about a half mile away.  The area on Northeast 82nd and 
Alderwood will have a new "Airport Travel Center" that will include a gas station, Mini 
mart and fast food restaurants.  The Port of Portland hopes to open the new improved 
waiting area in 2015. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “James Beard Market” 09/27/13  10:00 PM   1:15 
It's been in the works for a while, thirteen years to be exact.  But now there is new 
momentum to create Portland‟s own year round indoor-outdoor market.  The James 
Beard Project is closer and they're now asking the community to get involved.   The 
whole idea behind the market is to pay tribute to Portland's James Beard, considered 
the Father of American Cooking, a true food pioneer.   It's been a long journey from idea 
to a closer reality.  This spot on the west end of the Morrison Bridge will be home to two 
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market halls housing some 50 to 60 permanent food vendors with space for others to 
showcase all of Oregon‟s bounty.  Melvin Marks Development Company is purchasing 
the surplus land from Multnomah County for 10 million dollars.  It's part of an over-all 
project to revitalize this area down to the waterfront. 
Dan Petrushich, Pres. Melvin Mark Development Company:  “We scoured the city and 
found this site and decided to pursue the acquisition of it and it‟s taken us three years to 
get the contract.” 
Ron Paul, Executive Dir, James Beard Public Market:  “Portland has had a rich history 
of public markets, really on the very ground we‟re standing on, in the early days of 
Portland.  This region was the mercantile center of Portland.”  
Also part of the grand plan is to include a new 235 foot hotel or office tower.  Ground is 
expected to be broken in about three years.  Tonight there is a sold out fund raiser to 
raise awareness and funds for the project. 
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES 
 

Staying healthy has become a subject of national concern for all Americans.  From 
prevention to medical breakthroughs, KGW NewsChannel 8 is committed to providing 
our viewers with information that can improve their health and live productive lifestyles. 

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 “TVFR EKG Monitors” 08/27/2013   10:00 PM   :50 
Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue becomes the first in the country to use a new kind of 
life-saving technology in its rescue units.  These are heart monitors and defibrillators in 
'one.'  Firefighters and medics can use them to diagnose a patient's heart trouble on the 
spot and even pinpoint blocked arteries.  That information is sent wirelessly to the ER 
while the patient is on the way to the hospital.  That‟s a good reason to call 9-1-1 
instead of driving yourself.  Patient Bob Archer can attest to that.  The same technology 
saved his life. 
“See those machines and an ambulance.  They can transmit the information directly to 
the hospital so they can see exactly what the paramedics are seeing as things are 
progressing.” 
When Archer arrived at the hospital, doctors had a plan ready to go for treating him.  
Since Archer's heart attack, he's made a full recovery. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Breast Cancer Study” 09/04/2013   10:00 PM   1:15 
There's new hope for those with the most aggressive form of breast cancer and it's 
coming from OHSU.  A new grant means researchers are doing groundbreaking work.  
About 25 percent of all women with breast cancer will get this "triple negative", meaning 
most traditional therapies don't work. 
“The longer it takes, the years go by.  That‟s 1000‟s of people that are not getting 
treated.” 
And it's with that urgency that OHSU researchers are doing clinical trials for these 
women, thanks to a seven million dollar grant from "Susan G Komen".  First they 
discovered a drug that helps boost immune cells so the body won't fight a new form of 
chemotherapy called Arubalin.  They think, over time, it could turn a cancer like this into 
a lifelong chronic disease.  For the first time they're also doing these clinical trials in real 
time 
Brian Ruffell, Post Doctoral Fellow:  “So if something is not working in the clinic or 
causing toxic side effects we can quickly evaluate other drugs in animal models and if 
that works, bring back into the patient groups right away.” 
Meaning they tweak the treatment protocol and continue the trial.  There are three trials 
that are happening across the country and they're still accepting patients. 
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YOUR MONEY, YOUR BUSINESS: CONSUMER ISSUES AND ECONOMIC CRISIS 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 keeps a close watch on economic developments and informs 
viewers of consumer issues to aid them in making wise spending decisions. 

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 “Car Sales Up” 07/02/2013   10:00 PM   2:15 
The auto industry has taken a huge u-turn since the great recession. Sales for June are 
the best since 2007. Detroit's big three are back giving drivers what they want and 
helping to accelerate the road to recovery.  From the car lots to the show rooms, buyers 
are back and buying.   
William Samson/Northwest Jeep, Chrysler, and Dodge:  “We broke our numbers.” 
June was a banner month for auto makers, the most successful in years. 
Greg Remensperger, Exec VP Oregon Auto Dealers Assoc.:  “We are pacing well 
ahead of where we thought it would be.” 
The motor city's big three lead the caravan; GM's sales plus 6.5 percent, Chrysler 
gained eight percent and Ford was tops at 14 percent.  Japanese automakers had a 
great June, as well.  Toyota, Nissan and Honda all recorded double-digit increases. 
Greg Remensperger, Exec. VP Oregon Auto Dealers Assoc.:  “We've been driving the 
same cars years and years going through the recession.  Now we've got incentives from 
the manufacturers, we've got some great product out on the market place and 
consumers are responding to the perfect storm.” 
And now Oregon leads the nation in auto sales. 
Greg Remensperger, Exec. VP Oregon Auto Dealers Assoc.:  “We're been outpacing 
what the national numbers are by more than two percent.”  
Young graduates helped spur a rise in small car sales with economy as their main 
concern, plus access to credit and low interest rates.  
And like the other manufacturers, GM says its increase was driven largely by truck 
sales, especially to small business owners.  
Kurt McNeil / GM, VP US Sales:  “Those owners that, you know, buy 4 or less trucks for 
their small businesses, that was up 40%" 
Lease sales are up and so are used car buys. 
Reza Salehiamin, GM, Damerow Ford:  “If you've got a nice good mileage, 08, 09 or 
2010 car it's worth a lot of money right now. “ 
Auto makers expect brisk sales into next year.  
Bob Lutz, Fmr Chrysler President, CNBC Contributor:  “Actual production in the United 
States is at levels that we haven't seen in over a decade." 
It means more autos rolling off the production line and that means jobs.  Auto loans 
remain at historic lows; the rate on a four year new-car loan is averaging 2.7 percent.  
Those with excellent credit can, in some cases, get zero percent financing.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Convention Center Hotel” 08/11/2013   10:00 PM   1:55 
The prospect of a convention center hotel is closer to becoming a reality. 
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Convention planners say that without it, Portland gets passed over for large national 
conventions.  
But, this week‟s vote of confidence from state lawmakers, with 10 million dollars in 
lottery funds to help build it, means the long wait may be finally over.  As long as the 
Oregon Convention Center‟s been open, 23 years, so has the discussion for the need 
for a convention center hotel. 
Jeff Miller, CEO, Travel Portland:  “Meeting planners tell us it's a key element for a city 
like Portland that's on the rise in terms of attracting conventions.” 
This week many of those planners are in town. News of the proposed hotel means 
rethinking Portland for their conventions. 
John Saunders, National Forum for Black Administrators:  “It makes the overall hotel 
package more useful and more acceptable to a convention.” 
Stephen Miner, Solar Energy Trade Shows:  “Not having the hotel space in the 
community does really have an impact, so we've had to choose other cities.” 
The propose Grand Hyatt will have 600 rooms, which most will be dedicated for 
convention business.   
Terry Dresler, General Manager, Metro Visitor Venues:  “The project cost today is 197 
million dollars.” 
That includes 119 million dollars in private funding, 10 million from Oregon Lottery 
funds, an additional 8 million in grants and loans from Metro and the Portland 
Development Commission.  The remaining 60 million will be paid over 30 years using 
the lodging tax.  
Terry Dresler, General Manager, Metro Visitor Venues:  “If you don't have that hotel 
directly adjacent, we can't bring our attendees because the attendees demand that.”  
But not everyone agrees with that.  
Paige Richardson, Coalition for Fair Budget Priorities:  “For us the crux of it is risk.  Over 
a hundred million dollars is being given to a highly profitable international hotel 
corporation. We feel that's too risky for local tax payers barely fund our top priorities 
now.”  
The Coalition for Fair Budget Priorities representing many of Portland‟s top hotels is 
opposed to the idea.  But convention center hotel backers are confident this hotel will 
pay for itself and more.  
Terry Dresler, General Manager, Metro Visitor Venues:  “This hotel is the only hotel that 
will come to the city and will actually create demand for Portland.” 
The city, county and Metro must still vote on the funding aspect of the plan.  If all goes 
as they hope, ground breaking will take next spring with the hotel opening in 2016. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Electric Car Future” 07/18/2013   10:00 PM   2:20 
General Motors is betting it's new all electric vehicle is the future for a more sustainable 
ride.  Oregon is one of the first as a test drive market for the "Spark EV".   But as 
NewsChannel 8 Business Reporter Joe Smith found, it could take some time before 
more people get a charge out of them.  This is the 2014 Spark EV, Chevrolet‟s newest 
entry into the alternative energy field.  
Chevrolet spokesperson, Cristi Landy says it's built for around town.  
“This vehicle has zero emissions, drives only on electricity.  A vehicle like this really 
shines as a commuter vehicle; it's meant for a more predictable route.”   
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 But for some, going all electric for some people will take time.  
“I think there are some limitations to pure electric vehicles.” 
Range anxiety is one; fear of not having enough charging stations.  But, Oregon‟s plug-
in infrastructure has more than most states. 
“We see people who are the first to try new technologies who gravitate toward these 
vehicles.” 
It's why the roll-out of the Spark EV is limited.  To start, this pure electric vehicle will be 
sold in Korea, Canada, Europe and here in the states in California and Oregon.  Price of 
hybrids and electrics are also an issue; Ford dropped the price of its Ford Focus Electric 
by four grand to spur sales.  The Spark EV comes in at just under 20 thousand after a 
$7500 federal tax credit.  
Cristi Landy, Dir Marketing Chevrolet Small Cars:  “The EPA estimates this vehicle will 
save the average consumer 150 dollars on fuel; they consider fuel both gas and 
electricity”. 
Sixteen Oregon Chevrolet dealerships now have the Spark EV.  Wentworth was one of 
the first in the state.  
Doug Wentworth, Sales Manager, Wentworth Chevytown:  “With the Spark EV being a 
hundred percent electric and with the range capability that it has we expected it to do 
very well.  One has already been sold but making the switch to all electric vehicles could 
be a long road trip. 
Cristi Landy, Dir Marketing Chevrolet Small Cars:  “Because it‟s an unknown and 
because cars are still a major purchase for most people a lot of people are waiting to 
see, watching their friends and neighbors.  The more vehicles out there, the more it will 
continue to grow. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Oregon Affordable Driving” 08/22/2013   10:00 PM   :20 
Oregon is the most affordable state to own a vehicle.  Drivers here pay an average of 
just over 2200 dollars a year.  Personal finance website "bankrate.com" factored in the 
cost of gas, insurance, repairs, taxes and fees.  Plus, Oregonians drive 16 percent 
fewer miles than the national average.  Georgia drivers fork out the most; more than 
4200 dollars a year. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “TSA Screening Process” 09/05/2013      10:00 PM   :30 
If you're a frequent flyer, getting through airport security is becoming even easier.  The 
TSA just announced it plans to expand its "Rapid Screening Program" to 100 airports 
around the country.  You‟ve probably already seen it at PDX.  "Pre-Check" allows 
passengers to get through security without taking off their shoes, jackets, or belts.  Until 
now, it's only been available to frequent fliers invited by their airlines but later this year 
everyone will be able to apply for the program for an 85 dollar fee. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Reverse Mortgages” 09/12/2013      10:00 PM   2:20 
After the housing crisis, significant changes were made to how homebuyers could 
qualify for a conventional mortgage.  Now attention is turned to the reverse mortgage 
industry.  By month‟s end new rules could make it harder for those counting on this type 
of loan, to stay in their home, could be in jeopardy. 
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Lynn Wertzler, Reverse Mortgages Of Oregon:  “Certainly not everybody that's over 62 
that owns a home should have a reverse mortgage.” 
And this is from Lynn Wertzler, President of Reverse Mortgages in Oregon. He says 
they need to be used with caution.  
“It's not a product that should be used for impulsive spending.” 
Reverse mortgages are commonly used as a source of retirement income for 
homeowners with few assets beyond their primary residence.  
“The main difference between a reverse mortgage and a forward mortgage is that 
reverse mortgages don't require monthly repayments.” 
The loan is paid back plus interest when the homeowner dies and the property is sold 
by the estate.  
But, now getting a reverse mortgage will be more difficult.  By month‟s end borrowers 
will get access to about 15 percent less from the value of their home.  
“This will be significant for folks who have existing mortgages that are quite large to pay 
off and may find that a certain portion of folks won't qualify.” 
In addition there will be new limits on the amount of money that can be withdrawn.   
“There would be a limit to about 60 percent of what funds are available during the first 
year.” 
During the financial crisis more homeowners were withdrawing more cash all at once, 
putting a strain on the programs reserve funds.  
Leslie Foren, Executive Director of Elders in Action says homeowners should ask 
themselves if a reverse mortgage is right for them.  “We encourage people to use their 
years of wisdom.  If something sounds too good or if someone is pressuring you or 
encouraging you to get a reverse mortgage, say for an investment or an annuity, we 
really discourage that.” 
It's another change for the overall housing market to reverse some damage to reverse 
mortgages.  Although some people will no longer be qualified, the program should be 
there long term.  Those who already have a reverse mortgage will not be affected.  
And there is more to come.  In January borrowers will need to prove they have the 
means to pay property taxes and insurance over the life of the loan.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 covers a variety of environmental topics as we keep our viewers 
informed of health and safety issues in their home environments, wildlife and their 
habitats, energy conservation and energy alternatives, pollution, all the way to issues 
with our global environment.  
 
 
 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Bag Recycling” 07/09/13   10:00 PM   :55 
Recycling plastic just got a little bit harder.  Some recycling centers are saying "no" to 
even more plastic.  At Far West Fibers, not only are there stricter rules on "clam-shell" 
containers and rigid plastics, but now managers at the company's 6 locations say for 
now, they can't take any plastic bags. 
Vinod Singh, Far West Operations Mgr: "A grocery sack, those single use bags you get 
at the grocery store, produce bags, bread bags, it could be paper towel bags." 
Mary Mardesich, Portland resident: "I *was bringing all my plastic bags from the grocery 
store, but they're not taking them anymore." 
So what is ok?  Here‟s a helpful reminder; just remember this: numbers 4 and 5 plastics 
are okay so are clear items with a number 1 on the bottom.  Far West, for now, isn't 
accepting plastic with a 6 on the bottom.  As for plastic bags and film, several local 
grocery stores are collecting the plastic to be made into decking and railings. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Oil Terminal Tour” 07/17/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
There's growing concern tonight over a proposed crude oil terminal in Vancouver.  An 
environmental group takes us out onto the Columbia to show us where it would be built 
and why they believe it would be so dangerous.  The terminal would go in just 
downstream from the I-5 Bridge.  This would be the dock where all the crude oil would 
be loaded onto tankers and shipped down the Columbia.  Under the proposal, up to 360 
thousand barrels of oil would be hauled by train from North Dakota and through the 
gorge to this spot.  It would be the largest oil-loading terminal in the Pacific Northwest.  
It would also mean up to four oil trains passing through Vancouver every day.  
Environmental groups say that puts communities and our river at risk.   
“If we have a problem with an oil train spilling into the Columbia River it would be a 
catastrophe.  It could devastate salmon runs.  If something were to move forward that it 
would be state of the industry that it would be as safe as possible, that everything would 
be done very well.”   
The Port of Vancouver says the oil terminal would be run under the most stringent of 
safety guidelines and county commissioners say the area needs both the jobs and the 
revenue the terminal would bring.  The port could approve the project as early as next 
week but it will still have to get state approval. 
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KGW NewsChannel 8 “Vancouver Oil Vote” 07/23/13   10:00 PM   2:00 
A controversial plan to build an oil terminal along the Columbia gets the go ahead by the 
port of Vancouver.  It is the first step in a long process that many residents vow to fight.  
Opponents say the proposed terminal, the largest of its kind in the Pacific Northwest, 
puts the environment and community at risk.  But the Port says not only will it be safe 
but it will bring with it a lot of benefits.  In a unanimous vote, commissioners approved 
the lease to allow a one hundred million dollar crude oil terminal to be built at the Port of 
Vancouver.  The operation would handle up to 360 thousand barrels of crude oil every 
day.  The oil would be hauled by train from North Dakota through the gorge to the Port.  
It would then be loaded onto tankers and shipped to west coast refineries. 
Opponents say the terminal will jeopardize both air and water quality and put their 
community in danger.  They point to the disaster in Canada earlier this month when a 
train carrying oil derailed and exploded, killing dozens of people.   
“It is a risk a huge risk and Vancouver does not need to take this risk.”   
“The commission here basically decided to sidestep a lot of the public concerns and 
other threats that come with this terminal.” 
“We are confident that we can provide the community confidence in our ability to 
operate the facility safely.”   
 The Tesoro Savage Companies, who want to build the terminal, assure not only would 
it be safe, but it would bring millions of dollars in much needed revenue to the 
community, along with more than a hundred jobs. 
“We owe it to our kids, our neighbors and our community to make sure this opportunity 
is not squandered.”   
Is it a job creator or a danger to the community?  It‟s a decision the State of Washington 
will now have to make.  The Port says the ten year lease should bring in about 45 
million dollars in revenue.  But even with the Port's approval today, the plan still has to 
go through about a two year long "state-approval" process. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Illegal Shooting Ranges” 08/01/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
There is a warning tonight for folks heading into the Mount Hood National Forest; target 
shooters are taking aim in areas they should not be.  NewsChannel 8's Environmental 
Reporter Keely Chalmers went out with district rangers to see the problem first-hand.  
All we had to do was drive a little over an hour outside of Portland and we could clearly 
see the destruction.  Take a look; this used to be an area of old growth forest just 
outside of Estacada.  But recently illegal shooters have moved in, mowing down trees 
with semi-automatic rifles, leaving their bullets, shell casings and trash behind.  Forest 
officials say this is just one of dozens of illegal shooting ranges that have popped up in 
the Mount Hood National Forest.  Not only is this illegal target shooting destroying the 
environment, it's also putting lives at risk, including hikers, campers, ever other 
shooters, at nearby authorized sites. 
“They‟re taking down trees with a gun; boom, boom, boom, boom.  Trees go down, it 
just clears all the trees.”  
“We‟ve had a number of close calls.  In the last two years we‟ve had a least three 
maybe four close calls that we know of.” 
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Right now anyone caught illegally target shooting could face up to a five thousand dollar 
fine.  The Forest Service hopes in the next few weeks to come up with new rules on 
what is and what is not allowed when it comes to target shooting in the forest.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Moth Invasion” 08/07/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
Landowners in the Willamette Valley are facing an invasion many have never seen 
before.  They are tiny invaders, with voracious appetites, that are attacking trees.  Each 
one is only an inch long but the damage they can do is massive.  At this Silverton farm it 
was easy to see the problem; thick webbing covering trees and branches.  It‟s the work 
of these tiny green caterpillars known as "Western Oak Loopers."  They‟re actually 
moths that right now are in their caterpillar form and they are eating their way through 
the mid-Willamette Valley, stripping trees of their leaves and leaving behind charred 
looking branches.  Their numbers are so big that the insects are literally dripping from 
trees.  Loren Caldwell says in his 42 years in Silverton he's never seen anything like 
this. 
“This one over here, the nice green one, will look like this one in a week.  That‟s what 
they do, they eat all the green foliage off and then they move onto the next one.” 
The Oregon Department of Forestry says it‟s been flooded with calls over this outbreak, 
but assures, that while the problem looks dramatic, the insects are actually native to this 
area, and although they will destroy leaves, most of the trees will survive.  Experts say 
these outbreaks occur about every 15 years. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Pesticide Robot” 08/13/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
It just may be the future of farming - a robot-like contraption that dramatically cuts down 
on the amount of pesticides going into our rivers.  And it‟s being tested right here in 
Oregon.  NewsChannel 8's Environmental Reporter Keely Chalmers hopped on board 
to show us how it works.  I‟ve never seen a piece of farming equipment quite like this.  It 
sorta looks like something out of a Star-Wars movie.  The "Hans Nelson and Sons 
Nursery" in Boring has been testing out the contraption since May.  Here‟s how it works.  
It uses a laser to detect the size, shape and density of plants and then sprays the exact 
amount of pesticide needed.  If there's no plant, the nozzles automatically shut off.  The 
nursery says since it started using this, it's dramatically cut down on pesticide use, as 
well as the amount of chemicals that wind up on the ground, in the air, and in the water. 
Robin Rosetta, OSU Extension Horticulturist:  “We're reducing the amount of wasted 
pesticide, the pesticide that doesn't land on the plant, by about 87 percent.” 
A 2005 study by the USGS found pesticide contamination in the Clackamas River - 
around the Boring area.  It even detected small amounts of pesticides in the drinking 
water the river supplies to cities like Lake Oswego, West Linn and Oregon City.  Right 
now the Smart-Sprayer is in its test phase but manufacturers have already expressed 
interest in marketing it. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “OSU Eagle Study” 08/19/13   10:00 PM   1:20 
There is no doubt about it, the recovery of the iconic bald eagle is a huge success story.  
But scientists are discovering with that come-back comes a price.  For the past six 
years scientists at Oregon State University have been studying the impact bald eagles 
are having on a local seabird.  That seabird is the federally protected "Common Murre."  
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They nest by the tens of thousands on rocks off the coast.  This is video scientists shot 
of the birds near Newport.  You can see what happens when a bald eagle swoops in.  
The adults take off leaving their young and their eggs behind.  The problem is what 
happens next.   
Rob Suryan, OSU seabird expert via Skype:  “The eggs and the chicks of the seabirds 
are exposed.  The eggs and chicks are then consumed in large quantities by secondary 
predators such as gulls and ravens.” 
Scientists say on the northern Oregon coast the bald eagles have wiped out some 
Murre colonies.  They believe the eagles may be feeding more on the Murres because 
of lack of other food supplies, like large salmon runs.  The good news, he says, is the 
Murres have already started to adapt by splitting off into smaller colonies and nesting in 
more protected areas. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Columbia River Low” 08/28/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
There is a warning for anyone headed out onto the Columbia this weekend - already low 
river levels are likely to drop dramatically by Friday.  NewsChannel 8's Keely Chalmers 
went out on the water with Multnomah County River Patrol to check out the conditions.  
She‟s live along the Columbia tonight.  We saw huge sandbars that up until now had 
never been exposed before.  Even we got stuck on one of those sandbars trying to get 
video of it.  Right now, because of the lack of rain this summer, river levels are already 
unusually low.  River patrol deputies showed us what looked like beach, some 300 feet 
from the actual beach.  But they say things will get dramatically worse by this weekend.  
On Friday the US Army Corps of Engineers will stop releasing water from behind the 
dams.  As a result, the river is expected to drop as much as four feet in just a matter of 
hours and boaters could be left high and dry or worse. 
Deputy Sheriff Scott McDowell / Multnomah Co Sheriff's Office:  “Where they normally 
going skiing or inner tubing and driving at high speeds, they're going to hit the sandbars 
that are now only a foot to two feet under the water and they‟re going to get people 
launched forward in the boat and get hurt.” 
Deputies say with this being the last weekend before a lot of kids go back to school and 
a holiday weekend, they expect to be very busy.  They're warning all boaters to stick to 
the main channel and go slow. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Ocean Floor Video” 09/03/13   10:00 PM   2:00 
It's a sight few people have seen until now.  It‟s the ocean floor just off Oregon‟s coast 
and the discoveries have even surprised the scientists.  They are never before seen 
images, more than a thousand feet below the ocean surface, miles off the Oregon 
coast.  The images reveal rare marine life.  The group is called "Oceana", an 
international organization dedicated to protecting marine environment.  Its latest 
expedition was just last week, right off the Oregon coast.  The objective was to 
document living seafloor habitat.  It was a seven day mission to send a high definition 
camera to where no camera had ever been before.     Using this remote controlled 
device, the 8 member crew was able to capture these rare images... 
“Many of these places have never been seen before; not with underwater cameras.  
They‟re too deep; they're too far off shore.”   
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It‟s kind of like flying a helicopter along the sea floor.  Images which show barrel 
sponges with rock fish hiding inside them as well as giant glass sponges that can be up 
to 200 years old.  Oceana‟s goal was to document previously unexplored seafloor areas 
to find out once and for all if there is living habitat down there. 
“There's been this long standing debate in the scientific community and among fishery 
managers about whether or not these sponges and corals we are seeing are really 
habitat or do they just happen to be there.”   
 The group hopes the video will help make the case for closing 13 hundred square miles 
of ocean habitat off the Oregon coast to bottom trawl fishing. 
“In order to protect these areas we have to understand what‟s there.”   
 The Oregon Trawl Commission acknowledges that the video does show living habitat 
but says it has already taken steps to minimize impact to marine environment and says 
any more restrictions would be detrimental to coastal communities that depend on the 
fisheries.  Oceana hopes the two sides can reach a compromise to protect what it calls 
a rare ocean treasure.  Oceana will present this video to the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, that's the federal body that manages fisheries off the west coast, 
tomorrow. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Wipes Pipes” 09/10/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
The next time you get ready to toss a flushable wipe in the toilet you might want to 
consider a request from your sewer utility.  Don‟t do it.  The problem is they are clogging 
pipes and pump stations and forcing workers to sometimes spend hours cleaning up the 
mess.  More and more of the flushable wipes are on the market.  They promise to make 
potty training easier or give a more thorough cleaning.  But they aren't always dissolving 
and making it through many sewer systems.  Portland's waste water treatment plant 
pulls as much as eight tons of material from water every day and much of that is wipes.  
The head of the waste water treatment system believes that amount could be cut in half 
if people followed recommendations from the Bureau of Environmental Services. 
Mike Ciolli, Waste Water Treatment Manager:  “What the bureau recommends is that 
only human waste and toilet paper goes down the toilet everything else has an alternate 
means of disposal.” 
Once the material is pulled from waste water it goes into containers that go to a landfill. 
Clean Water Services in Washington County has a similar problem.  Their crews pull a 
thousand gallons of wipes out of pump stations every month. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Birds into Buildings” 09/16/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
You've heard the phrase "put a bird on it"?  Well, the City of Portland wants to keep the 
birds off of its buildings at least.  It's all in an effort to save the hundreds if not thousands 
of birds being killed here every year but it could mean big changes to Portland‟s skyline.  
After months of research Portland City Commissioners are set to pass a new resolution 
that would make our cities buildings much more bird friendly.  Every year around this 
time the Audubon Society of Portland gets swamped with calls of dead or injured birds, 
like this one we found at the care center today.  The birds are migrating right now and 
when they come through downtown, many are hurt or killed when they collide into the 
glass windows of tall buildings.  But Portland City Commissioners want to change that 
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with a resolution that encourages developers to build bird-friendly buildings from here 
on out.     
Bob Sallinger, Audubon Society of Portland:  “This is one of the biggest causes of bird 
mortality in the United States.   Crashing into buildings and hitting glass windows is 
ranked number one in terms of bird mortality, after habitat loss or destruction.” 
The resolution will encourage builders to break up windows with things like shades, like 
the new Federal Building has.  It will also encourage building managers to turn off 
outside lighting which can also confuse the birds.    
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Columbia Fish Warning” 09/23/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
There is a warning tonight for anyone eating fish caught from the Columbia River.  
Some may contain dangerous levels of toxins.  The good news is that we're not talking 
about the fish a lot of us have for dinner, like salmon or steelhead.  Health officials say 
those are perfectly safe.  It's the fish that live year-round in the Columbia, upstream 
from the Bonneville Dam, that they're concerned about.  Fish like sturgeon, bass, carp 
and catfish.  Recent tests showed those fish have high levels of both PCB's and 
mercury.  Experts say over time those toxins can damage organs, the nervous system, 
and the reproductive system. 
“I've heard a little bit about it in different streams and rivers and stuff.  Mercury ESP is a 
big concern but on the Columbia I didn't realize this was going on here.” 
Health officials actually issued two advisories today.  One warns people to avoid eating 
any non-migratory fish taken from the mile stretch of river between Bonneville Dam up 
to Ruckel Creek.  A second advisory warns folks to eat no more than one meal a week 
of the fish caught between Ruckel Creek and McNary Dam, a roughly 150 mile stretch 
of the Columbia.  Health officials say because these toxins cans exist in the river for 
decades, so will these advisories. 
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FAMILY AND EDUCATION ISSUES  
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 continues its focus on families and education with reports on 
school safety, school budgets, the rising cost of college, and school testing.  Nightly 
News takes an in-depth look at the many issues of caring for our aging parents from 
healthcare and insurance to emotional and financial issues.  This is an issue affecting 
more families as the median age in our country rises.   

 
 
 
 

KGW NewsChannel 8 “‟WIC‟ Cuts” 07/03/13   10:00 PM   :35 
Next week congress will consider cutting a major food program called "WIC".  Today, 
Oregon Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici said if the WIC cuts go through, an 
estimated 200 thousand mothers and infants will be left without help.  The Oregon Food 
Bank has struggled during the recession and advocates say charities can't make up the 
difference. 
Robin Stephenson/Bread for the World:  “A great example would be 24 bags of 
groceries.  Take 24 bags of groceries and how many of them do you think comes from 
charity versus the federal government, for all the needs we have?  One bag.” 
Another major nutrition program, called „SNAP‟ is also in jeopardy.   
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Update Vista Bridge” 07/16/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
Tonight, there's new urgency to complete a barrier along the Vista Bridge after yet 
another person took their own life from it this morning.  Materials for the nine-foot barrier 
are on their way but city officials can only work so fast.  They're sad that it wasn't in time 
to prevent this morning's suicide.  It was the fourth this year from the Vista Bridge, 
making it the deadliest on record for the 87-year-old span.  Last week, City 
Commissioner Steve Novick ordered the emergency contract to build the barrier, citing 
public danger.   Not everyone is pleased with the plan because it'll effect how the 
historic bridge will look.  Others believe it just has to be done. 
Steve Potts, walks along Vista Bridge:  “Regardless of how beautiful the bridge is it'd be 
nice if it wasn't such a target place for people to end their lives.”    
The barriers won't be complete for another few weeks.  In the meantime, the city is 
working with the suicide hotline, "Lines for Life" to possibly train volunteers to station 
themselves on the bridge to help if they see someone in distress.  Above all, there is 
help 24-hours a day for anyone thinking of suicide by calling the numbers on your 
screen; "Lines for Life", 503-972-3456 and the "Multnomah County Crises Line", 503-
988-4888. 

 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Vista Bridge Volunteers” 07/24/13   10:00 PM   :30 
The first volunteer is out on Portland's Vista Bridge tonight hoping to prevent suicides. 
"Lines for Life” trained 19 people to help monitor the bridge until a temporary barrier is 
installed.  The volunteers will patrol in shifts around the clock.  There will be clear limits; 
for example, volunteers will be taught to never physically intervene.   So far this year 
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four people have jumped from the bridge, making it the deadliest on record for the 87 
year-old span. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “PDX USO Lounge” 08/21/13   10:00 PM   :25 
Plans for a USO lounge at Portland International Airport took a big step forward.  Today 
organizers unveiled plans for military members and their families.   They hope to open 
the 650 square foot lounge in the airport's mezzanine by the end of the year.  It will 
feature snacks, laptops, and travel assistance. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Kids Smoking” 09/02/13   10:00 PM   :35 
It's easier for minors to illegally buy cigarettes at stores in Oregon than any other state 
in the country.  A new report finds underage smokers can buy a pack of cigarettes at 
one-in-five stores in the state.  In comparison, in 33 states, kids would have to try one-
in-ten stores before they were able to illegally buy a pack.  Oregon officials say financial 
cuts forced them to stop funding tobacco enforcement stings. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Pet Partner Relief” 09/09/13   10:00 PM   :45 
A four-legged friend is helping kids in the Portland area.  Manny is a Labrador retriever 
from Pet Partners.  Several times a week he visits kids in a child abuse prevention 
program.  The kids between one and three are going thru stressful situations.  He walks 
with them, plays games, and even shares a snack or two.  Adults say it's amazing to 
watch many do his work and they say Manny gets just as much out of the experience as 
the kids. 
Gary Marschke, Family Relief Nursery:  “Because I see how the pet visibly reacts when 
they get to greet the children and of course we get to see how the children react when 
they get to meet the pet.  It‟s just an incredible interaction; it‟s priceless. Words can't 
describe it.”    
Handlers say Manny instinctively knows how gentle or energetic to be with each age 
group. 
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Farm to School” 09/17/13   10:00 PM   1:15 
Fresh, local and delicious.  It's how kids are describing the newest lunch menus to hit 
several public schools since law makers passed a "farm to table" bill here in Oregon.  
Grant money is funding several school districts and that includes Portland.  Every day 
kids are served a fresh vegetable or fruit from local growers.  Today they had a choice 
of snap peas or a plum.  For a lot of the kids it's the first time they've ever tried them.  
Introducing students to new, healthy foods is one of the goals behind the grant, and the 
other is supporting local growers, farmers and ranchers.  Each meal costs $1.35 to 
make.  15-cents of that comes from the grant which pays for the local items, like whole 
wheat hot dog buns from Clackamas Bakery.  Outside the school kids learn how to grow 
their own vegetables, which sometimes end up in the lunch line. 
“That is the main point of Farm To School; for kids to know where their food comes 
from, from the garden that they can grow themselves either at school or at home.  They 
have new food, like sometimes they have watermelon and you don't know, it's like a 
surprise.” 
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Last year, school districts around the state invited local law makers to lunch in their 
cafeterias.  They wanted to show them how healthy, local food could make a difference 
in kids and clearly, it paid off.  
 
KGW NewsChannel 8 “Oregon School Money” 09/26/13   10:00 PM   :30 
If Oregon lawmakers agree to spend 100 million dollars more on public schools, more 
school days could be added, and more teachers could be hired.  It‟s a move some 
district leaders say would reduce class sizes.  But some say it's a big price tag, and 
doesn't give a lot to individual students.  Lawmakers could vote on the decision as soon 
as Monday. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


