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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 

 
KRCW  reports on a variety of topics this quarter.  Stories ranging from moving the 
Sellwood Bridge to gun control and the Columbia River Crossing are hot topics this 
quarter.     

 
KRCW   “Driver Card Signature” 10/02/13   10:00 PM    :25 
Opponents of a new Oregon law say they have enough signatures to put it to 
referendum.  The law would grant driving privileges to Oregon residents who can't prove 
they're here legally.  Opponents say they have more than 70 thousand signatures 
against the law.  That's about 12 thousand more than they need.  Activists plan on 
turning them into the capitol tomorrow and Friday.  This could potentially put the law to a 
public vote on the 2014 November ballot. 
 
KRCW   “Special Session Signed” 10/08/13   10:00 PM    :20 
The five bills passed in Oregon’s special session are now law.  Governor John 
Kitzhaber signed them today.  The measures will cut public employee pensions, change 
the tax code and prohibit city or county laws regulating genetically modified crops.  
Kitzhaber says the measures will allow for increased spending on public education while 
lowering long-term retirement costs. 
 
KRCW   “Salem Parking Meters” 10/14/13   10:00 PM    :20 
Parking in many cities keeps getting more expensive.  But not in Salem where the city 
council has voted to keep it free.  Tonight councilors voted to keep parking meters out 
and do away with an existing two hour parking limit.  Business owners wanted to 
expand the free parking downtown, saying it would increase their sales. 
 
KRCW   “Pedestrian Bridge Naming” 10/17/13   10:00 PM    :25 
A new transportation bridge over Portland's Willamette River is taking shape.  You can 
really see it in this time-lapse video.  Now TriMet wants your help naming it.  There’s a 
bridge naming committee that hopes to have one picked out by May.  They opened up 
for naming ideas today and already have more than 150 suggestions.  If you'd like to 
weigh in, we posted a link on kgw.com.  Just click on local headlines.  You have until 
December first. 
 
KRCW   “Portland MLB Dreams” 10/22/13   10:00 PM    1:30 
The World Series starts in less than 24 hours and tonight there's word of a new effort to 
bring major league baseball to Portland and they have their eyes on a very specific 
property.  This whole bid revolves around the Veteran's Memorial Coliseum.  The group 
includes architect Barry Smith and Lynn Lashbrook of Sports Management Worldwide.  
Their pitch is to build a stadium where the coliseum stands now, extending it over 
Interstate Avenue down near the grain silos.  That would also include restoring the 
riverfront there to make it part of the Eastbank Esplanade.  Smith said consultants 
who've worked on stadiums across the country loved the site when they toured it.  One 
issue is that the coliseum is on the National Register of Historic Places, giving it some 
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protection from redevelopment.  And of course, the other big issue is a team.  Smith 
says he hopes major league executives will talk about the idea at the winter meetings, 
starting in December. 
 
KRCW   “Don’t Circle the Block” 10/24/13   10:00 PM    :40 
If you drive, you've probably done it - spent a little extra time in the car looking for that 
perfect parking spot.  Now a Portland City Commissioner is asking you to stop it!  We 
spotted drivers circling streets downtown, looking for that perfect parking spot.  
Commissioner Steve Novick hit the street, letting people know he thinks the better 
option is to park where you find a spot either on the street or in a lot and walk to your 
destination.   Drivers we talked with say that even if you circle, it's still not easy to find 
parking. 
Stuart Emmons, driver:  “I went around the block like about eight times or so and I finally 
found a space.  It's hard to find a space in Portland.” 
This effort is one of the "Walktober" events sponsored by the group "Oregon Walks.” 
 
KRCW   “Special Election Results” 11/05/13   10:00 PM    :25 
Vancouver Mayor incumbent Tim Leavitt is currently leading his challenger Bill Turlay by 
a little more than a thousand votes. So far WA voters are rejecting a measure to label 
genetically modified foods. The campaign over Initiative 533 has been one of the 
costliest in the state history.  
 
KRCW   “Aloha Car Break-ins” 11/10/13   10:00 PM    :20 
Neighborhood alert: Aloha sheriff’s deputies are warning residents about a rash of car 
break-in. Thieves targeted at least eight cars overnight.  
 
KRCW   “Nike Supports Gay Marriage” 11/19/13   10:00 PM    :20 
Nike gave $280,000 to launch a political action committee that will work with the 
“Oregon United for Marriage” campaign. A push is on for a ballot measure next year that 
would allow same-sex marriage in Oregon. 
 
KRCW  “Tethering Law” 11/21/13   10:00 PM    :20 
"Governor Kitzhaber" signed the measures into law today. The *first-- makes it illegal to 
chain a dog for more than 10 hours a day.  It also requires that dogs have fresh water 
and access to shelter from the rain and sun. The second law-- increases the penalty for 
abusing a large number of animals. It also gives judges more flexibility when handing 
down sentences. The new laws take effect January first. 
 
KRCW   “Kitzhaber 4th Term” 12/9/13   10:00 PM    :25 
Governor Kitzhaber will run for an unprecedented fourth term. He made the 
announcement at a Portland elementary school this morning. 
 
KRCW   “King cover Oregon Leave” 12/02/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
A shakeup at Oregon’s troubled health exchange. The man in charge is taking 3 months 
of medical leave. Dr. Bruce Goldbberg, head of the Oregon Health Authority will take his 
place for now. 
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KKCW   “Happy Valley Explosion” 12/4/13   10:00 PM    :20 
Worker at a Happy Valley auto shop managed to make it out safely after reports of a 
fireball. Firefighters say a waste barrel exploded this afternoon at the meineke car care 
center on SE 82nd Ave. There are no reports of injuries. 
 
KRCW   “Local Mandela” 12/05/13   10:00 PM    2:30 
KGW reporter interviews a local man who grew up in apartheid South Africa to reflect on 
Nelson Mandel. 
 
KRCW   “Downtown Power Tuesday” 12/10/13   10:00 PM    :50 
PGE crews are working through the night in hope of restoring power in downtown 
Portland by tomorrow morning. It’s been out for the past 3 days, costing downtown 
business millions of dollars. Retail giants like The Gap, J Crew and Apple have been 
closed because a portion of Pioneer Place has no electricity. 
 
KRCW   “Food Stamps” 12/13/13   10:00 PM    :30 
Fewer Oregonians are using food stamps, but two key groups – elderly and disabled – 
are seeing a growing demand. The state says economic rebound isn’t helping the 
elderly or the disables and they expect both groups to be a growing segment of food 
stamp recipients. 
 
KRCW   “Food Stamps” 12/17/13   10:00 PM    :30 
Oregon Grocery Stores filled paperwork today that could lead to a ballot measure called 
“Oregonians for Competition” to allow the sale of liquor in grocery stores according to 
the OLCC. 
 
KRCW   “Disable Parking Council” 12/18/13   10:00 PM    :45 
Portland’s City Concil is considering some big changes to downtown parking – setting 
limits to now all-day free parking for anyone with a disable placard. Commissioner Steve 
Novick will introduce the resolution. 
 
KRCW   “Xmas Cover Oregon” 12/25/13   10:00 PM    :30 
Cover Oregon warns that many Oregonians will start the new year without subsidized 
health coverage due to incomplete applications.  
 
KRCW   “TriMet Free NYE” 12/30/13   10:00 PM    :15 
Busses, Max and streetcars will be free on New Year’s Eve starting at 8 PM and 
running until 3 AM on New Year’s day. Additional late night service will be added.  
 
HEALTH CARE ISSUES 

 
Staying healthy has become a subject of national concern for all Americans.  From 
prevention to medical breakthroughs, KKCW is committed to providing our viewers with 
information that can improve their health and live productive lifestyles. 

 
KRCW   “OSU Superbug Fix”   10/16/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
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Local researchers think they have the solution to "antibiotic-resistant" germ concerns.  
Oregon State University scientists say an "anti-bacterial medication" that's genetically 
targeted works as well, or better, than antibiotics.  They tested the medication on 
animals and say it fought off two strains of a serious bacteria.  The study shows it even 
worked when the bacteria was resistant to the antibiotics.   
 
KRCW   “Prostate Cancer”   10/28/2013   10:00 PM    :30 
A new prostate cancer drug is having success extending life for advanced prostate 
cancer patients.  The drug, sold under the name "x-tandi", was spearheaded by 
researchers at OHSU.  They studied 17 hundred patients all over the world and found 
"x-tandi" lowered the likelihood of death by 30 percent at any one time.  There were also 
few side effects.  Researchers do note "x-tandi" doesn't cure prostate cancer, it just 
slows it. 
 
KRCW   “Kitzhaber Healthcare ”   11/12/2013   10:00 PM    :30 
Oregon state regulators are rejecting an idea to push back cancellation dates on more 
than 140,000 insurance policies. Regulators in CA pushed back two insurers’ 
cancellation dates, citing lack of adequate warning to consumers. Most of those policies 
will be canceled Dec. 31. Oregon’s insurance commissioner says the state won’t delay 
the cancellation dates because it will cause even more confusion. 
 
KRCW   “Free Dental Care ”   11/25/2013   10:00 PM    :30 
More than a thousand people showed up to get free dental care at the Oregon 
Convention Center today. Dentists and hygienists volunteered to care for those in need 
and provided cleanings and fillings and some replaced missing teeth. The clinic will be 
open again tomorrow.  
 
KRCW   “Dangerous Toys”   11/26/2013   10:00 PM    :45 
Nina reports on the choking and other hazards of various toys and provides tips and 
information on avoiding the dangers of toys. 
 
KRCW   “Harold Fire”   12/7/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Firefighters are reminding homeowners to clean their chimneys during this cold snap to 
prevent fires. Investigators say an early morning fire that badly damaged a house in SE 
Portland, started in the chimney. 
 
KRCW   “Laughing Yoga”   12/22/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Laughing yoga, which started in the 1990s in India is thought to have numerous health 
benefits and laughing yoga classes are available locally. 
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YOUR MONEY, YOUR BUSINESS: CONSUMER ISSUES AND ECONOMIC CRISIS 

 
KRCW   keeps a close watch on economic developments and informs viewers of 
consumer issues to aid them in making wise spending decisions. 

 
KRCW   “Foster Farms Warning” 10/07/2013   10:00 PM    1:45 
Tonight we have a consumer alert for those of you with chicken in the refrigerator.  The 
USDA says hundreds are getting sick after buying from the largest poultry company on 
the west coast.  The USDA says 278 people are already sick. The brand is Foster 
Farms and the problem is salmonella. If you have raw chicken in your fridge right now, 
get it out and start looking for a number inside the USDA mark of inspection.  This is not 
a recall so you can't rely on stores to pull the affected chicken.  We are showing you a 
Foster Farms package here as an example; we don't know specifically what type of 
chicken is affected.  The USDA only says it's raw chicken and was produced in 
California and sent to stores there, in Washington and here in Oregon.   If you grabbed 
the chicken from your fridge here's the numbers the government is tracking.  It's in the 
USDA inspection mark:     
P6137. 
P6137a 
P7632 
Again, this is not a recall but a warning from the USDA. 
"As long as people are patient and careful with their food there's no reason they should 
have problems with it" 
He's right, you can kill salmonella by taking some precautions you likely already know, 
but it doesn't hurt to be more vigilant now.  Use a food thermometer and cook that 
chicken to an internal temperature of 165 degrees.  And don't wash the chicken. A new 
study came out just last month from Drexel University showing that washing raw 
chicken does more harm than good.  It can splatter salmonella and other bacteria all 
over your sink and the rest of your kitchen and can increase your chance of getting sick.  
Plus it doesn't actually rid the chicken of bacteria.  In the past year, the CDC says 
another spike from salmonella in Foster chicken got about 130 people sick.  Most of 
them were from Oregon and Washington and  about a third of those people were 
hospitalized.   
 
KRCW   “Facebook Privacy” 10/11/2013   10:00 PM    :40 
In tech trends, your Facebook profile has gotten less private.  From now on you won't 
be able to control whether or not people search for your profile.  The social media site 
warned users it would be getting rid of the setting last December.  And now it's gone.  
Brian Westbrook, KGW tech expert:  “There are a lot of security and privacy settings 
you want to look at and stay on top of and really if you’re going to have a Facebook 
profile you want to make sure you are checking those settings and checking them 
regularly.” 
Our tech expert, Brian Westbrook, says it's important to keep up with the changes.  
There are some specific things you can do to limit who sees your profile; hide your 
pictures and personal information so only friends can see them or create an alias name. 



KRCW 2013 Fourth Quarter Issues & Programs 

 

8 

8 

 

KRCW   “Hanjin Pulls Out” 10/18/2013   10:00 PM    :30 
It’s a big blow to the Port of Portland; one of their biggest container carriers is pulling 
out.  Hanjin Shipping is the port's biggest Trans-Pacific container carrier.  Their January 
pullout will be a major loss for importers like Fred Meyer and Columbia Sportswear.  It 
will also mean an end to 250 thousand dollars in weekly earnings for local longshore 
workers. 
 

KRCW   “Wells Fargo Cuts” 10/23/2013   10:00 PM    :20 
Wells Fargo has announced it will be laying off 92 workers at the bank's Portland 
Mortgage Processing Center.  This is part of several rounds of layoffs which started in 
mid-August.  Most of the positions are underwriters and loan specialists.  The mortgage 
division hired 90 full-time positions earlier this year. 
 

KRCW   “Southwest iPads” 10/30/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Southwest Airlines and Dish are teaming up to make sure you won't get bored on your 
flights this holiday season.  Customers will be able to borrow iPads to watch “live” and 
“on demand” TV for free.  It’ll be available on flights between Chicago-Midway, Denver 
and Oakland International Airports.  It’s not the first entertainment deal between the 
companies.  Back in July they began offering free TV services on the airline's Wi-Fi 
enabled planes. 
 

KRCW   “Southwest iPads” 10/31/2013   10:00 PM    :40 
There is welcome news tonight for airline passengers.  You will now be able to use 
some of your electronic devices during your take-off and landing.  The Federal Aviation 
Administration announced the changes today.  You can't make cell phone calls while 
you fly or use laptops during take-off, but you can use your iPad, iPod, Kindle or 
Smartphone.  Airlines looking to attract more passengers urged the FAA to allow the 
changes. 
"The committee determined that most commercial airplanes can tolerate radio 
interference from portable electronic devices, it's safe to read downloaded materials like 
eBooks, calendars and also to play games." 
The changes will most likely take effect by the end of the year. 
 

KRCW   “Starbucks Hiring Vets” 11/6/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Starbucks is making a pledge to Veterans promising to hire thousands over the next few 
years. The company released a video today highlighting the sacrifices all vets and their 
families make and in it Starbucks’ CEO promised to add at least 10,000 vets and active 
duty spouses to the corporation. Walmart, JP Morgan and UPS already have similar 
programs in place.  

 

KRCW   “Library Password Breach” 11/14/2013   10:00 PM    :45 
A warning about your computer passwords. We're learning more about a massive 
security breach several weeks ago and how it could impact anyone who's downloaded 
an e-book from libraries across Oregon. If you use that same password on other 
accounts hackers may have already gained access. 
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KRCW   “Marijuana Cities” 11/18/2013   10:00 PM    1:30 
Hundreds of people in SW Washington applied for Marijuana licenses online and in 
person in response to the passage of Initiative 502 last year. At the same time, 
Vancouver City leaders established a temporary moratorium that ultimately would slow 
it all down.  
 
KRCW   “Made In Oregon Breach” 12/03/2013   10:00 PM    :30 
The Made in Oregon store in warning customers that hackers got into its system and 
may have access to hundreds of credit card numbers.  
 
KRCW   “Intel Deal” 12/06/13   10:00 PM    :55 
Kitzhaber announced a tax deal for Intel today. The deal means changes to the state’s 
tax structure won’t affect the company. In exchange Intel will expand its Hillsboro 
semiconductor plant and create at least 500 jobs.  
 
KRCW   “Cover Oregon Processing”   12/10/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Thousands who sent in their applications to cover Oregon ahead of the December 4th 
deadline may have to go elsewhere for temporary coverage. The acting head of Cover 
Oregon says 65,000 people sent in application by the deadline but more than half have 
not been processed. Of those who haven’t been processed, half will likely be eligible for 
Medicaid. The other half may go without coverage for a month.  
 
KRCW   “Stamp Price Increase”   12/23/2013   10:00 PM    :25 
Postage prices will increase in 2014. The cost of a first class stamp will jump to 49 
cents. This is a temporary price hike for the next two years to help the Postal Service 
cover the nearly 3 billion dollars in losses 
 
KRCW   “Unemployment Benefits”   12/27/2013   10:00 PM    :40 
More than a million Americans are about to lose their long-term unemployment benefits. 
Congress recently voted to not include them in the budget deal. Law makers may vote 
to restore long-term unemployment benefits next month.  
 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
KRCW   covers a variety of environmental topics as we keep our viewers informed of 
health and safety issues in their home environments, wildlife and their  
 
KRCW   “Bee Tracking”   10/03/13   10:00 PM    :20 
Researchers at Oregon State University are developing a tiny GPS tracker to monitor 
bumblebees.  They're hoping the miniature technology will shed some light on why the 
population is in decline.  It could take another couple of years before these wireless 
sensors are built.  The federal government gave researchers a grant to help fund the 
project. 
 
KRCW   “Washington Coal Hearing”   10/09/13   10:00 PM    :50 
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Hundreds spoke their minds well into the evening hours about plans to build a coal 
export terminal in Cowlitz County.  Those plans would bring 48 million tons of coal 
through the facility in Longview.  A crowd dressed in blue was in favor of bringing it here 
and cited the jobs and millions of dollars it would bring to the region.  Those opposed 
were in red.  They worry about the impact the plan would have on their health and on 
the environment.  Another hearing is scheduled for next week in Tacoma. 
 
KRCW   “Solar Eclipse”   11/03/13   10:00 PM    :20 
People in several countries including parts of the states witnessed this today: a rare 
solar eclipse!  This is how the view looked from Washington DC; pretty spectacular 
images as the moon blocked out part of the sun!  Astronomers say it was a "hybrid 
eclipse" which means some areas around the world witnessed a near-total eclipse, 
while others saw partial coverage.  
 
KRCW   “Falling Satellite”   11/08/13   10:00 PM    2:05 
A satellite that weighs 2,400 pounds is set to crash into the earth’s atmosphere in the 
next few days. The European space agency launched the Goce satellite in 2009 to map 
earth’s gravitational field. Experts believe the satellite will break up in the heat of re-
entry either Sunday or early Monday but leftover fragments weighing up to 200 pounds 
could make it all the way to earth.  
 
KRCW   “Mars Launch”   11/18/13   10:00 PM    :25 
Tonight, NASA's robotic explorer "Maven" is on its way to the red planet. "Maven" 
blasted off from Cape Canaveral aboard an unmanned rocket. It will take 10 months to 
reach Mars, while traveling more than 440 million miles to get there. Maven will study 
Mars' upper atmosphere to learn more about the planet's history.  
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FAMILY AND EDUCATION ISSUES  
 

KRCW   continues its focus on families and education with reports on school safety, 
school budgets, the rising cost of college, and school testing.  Nightly News takes an in-
depth look at the many issues of caring for our aging parents from healthcare and 
insurance to emotional and financial issues.  This is an issue affecting more families as 
the median age in our country rises.   

 
KRCW   “Night No Oregonian” 10/01/13   10:00 PM    :50 
Customers got their chance to talk with the Oregonian’s publisher about some big 
changes that started today.  For the first time, the "Oregonian" was not delivered to their 
doorstep.  Starting this week, the newspaper will be delivered only Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.  Instead of writing for the paper, "Oregonian" reporters will now 
focus on digital content with faster updates on stories.     
“There's so much you can do in digital, but to translate that to print, it doesn't work.” 
But as you might imagine, not everyone was pleased with the change. 
“I love Oregonian.  I'm very unhappy.  My morning coffee will not taste the same.”  
Until now 200 thousand papers were printed but now a limited edition of 50 thousand 
papers is sold at newsstands and boxes. 
 
KRCW   “School Report Card” 10/10/13   10:00 PM    :45 
A new report from the State of Oregon shows which schools are making the grade and 
which ones aren't.  The Department of Education released its annual report card.  114 
schools were the highest achievers and earned level five designation.  Rosa Parks 
Elementary, and 53 other schools, received level 1 status, meaning they're in need of 
the most attention.  But Portland Public Schools expects the work already done at Rosa 
Parks will pay off in the next round of rankings. 
“I think it will show that growth.  I bet we’ll see Rosa Parks come up at least a level next 
year and I’d be happy to do the interview when they do.”   
How did your child's school fare in the rankings?  Find out by logging on to kgw.com 
and clicking on the "report card" link. 

 
KRCW   “DOJ Same Sex Marriage Rule” 10/17/13   10:00 PM    :35 
An Oregon gay rights group is responding to a state Department of Justice ruling that 
allows same sex marriages from out of state to be recognized here.  "United for 
Marriage" says it supports the ruling which the state's Chief Operating Officer sent out 
to state agencies yesterday.  But it says it doesn't go far enough.  According to the 
group, "this is a big step forward, but gay and lesbian couples in Oregon still don't have 
the freedom to marry.  Imagine if you were told it was illegal to marry the person you 
love, if you were forced to cross state lines to be married. Marriage is a fundamental 
freedom that should not be denied to anyone." 
 
KRCW   “St. Helens Guns Teachers” 10/25/13   10:00 PM    :45 
In light of recent violence in schools, the school board in Saint Helens is lifting a ban on 
concealed handguns that it put in place just eight months ago.  State law allows 
Oregonians with permits to carry a concealed handgun in public places, including 
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schools.  But in March, board members voted to not allow district employees to do so.  
New members have been elected to the board in the past few months, including 
Marshall Porter, who talked to his child about the issue. 
“Actually I asked that of my 11 year old daughter when we had this in March and she 
said I would rather my teacher be able to protect me than for my teacher to be shot.” 
The board overturned the rule in a four to one vote. 
 
KRCW   “PCC President” 10/30/13   10:00 PM    :30 
This is a big day for Portland Community College as they introduced their new 
president.  PCC's "Voices of Soul Choir" gave a warm welcome to the new president, 
Jeremy Brown, in a ceremony at the Portland Art Museum.  The celebration even 
included a speech by Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber.  In its 50 year history, Dr. 
Brown is PCC's sixth president. 
 
KRCW   “Sexting Lawsuit” 10/30/13   10:00 PM    1:05 
Three teenaged girls take action against sexting. They were just 12 years old when the 
trouble started at Claskanie Middle School. A boyfriend and two ex-boyfriends 
pressured them to test them naked pictures. The girls did and say they got harassed 
and threatened to send more explicit pictures. When the girls asked school officials for 
help several times, they say they were told “boys will be boys”. The girls’ families filed a 
federal lawsuit against the school district and the principal who is now on leave. The suit 
seeks $5M in damages. 
 
KRCW   “Milwaukie Rape Letter” 11/15/13   10:00 PM    1:30 
Police arrested former 18 year old Milwaukie student accused of raping fellow Milwaukie 
High students. We interview the school principal and look into accused background. 

 
KRCW   “Silverton School Gun” 11/21/13   10:00 PM    :20 
In silverton-- extra security was added at "mark twain middle school"-- after rumors of a 
planned shooting. yesterday-- a parent notified the school that her child heard about a 
classmate's plan to shoot people.     there were *no specifics about the threat. but as a 
precaution... The school did notify parents.  
 
KRCW   “Astor School Flasher” 11/24/13   10:00 PM    :30 
Warnings about a man who tried to expose himself to a 7th grade girl. The flasher 
remains on the loose and parents in the area are being warned. This happened on 
Friday when the girl was walking home from school in the Astor school neighborhood. 

 
KRCW   “Gay Principal Fired” 12/20/13   10:00 PM    :50 
Students at a Washington Catholic school say their Vice Principal was forced out 
because he married a man and they’re taking to the streets to get his job back. The 
school says his marriage to a man violates his contract. Students organized a sit-in in 
the cafeteria.  
 
KRCW   “Coats for Kids” 12/20/13   10:00 PM    :40 



KRCW 2013 Fourth Quarter Issues & Programs 

 

13 

13 

200 Students at Sacajawea headstart received new winter coats that were donated by 
TripWire and the Firefighters’ Union. Excess coats will be donated to another local 
school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


