
  

3rd Quarter 2021 

WQRC (7 a.m.) / WOCN (8 a.m.) / WFCC (6 a.m.) / WKPE (5 a.m.) 

Segment times 17:30 unless otherwise indicated. 

 

July 4 - Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: OysterFest Update 
 
Program description: The Wellfleet OysterFest this year has been postponed after much 
deliberation by event organizers. The event could end up being virtual this year, as it was last 
year, due to coronavirus concerns. OysterFest was set to take place on October 16 and 17 this 
year, but the large crowd that it draws makes social distancing and virus safety measures difficult 
to enforce. “In 2019, we had 23,000 people in that small footprint, so we will be looking at the 
size of that footprint and what is a safe crowd level,” said Executive Director for Wellfleet 
Shellfish Promotion and Tasting Michele Insley in a recent interview. Wellfleet Shellfish 
Promotion and Tasting helps to organize the event, along with the town itself, for the benefit of 
the local shellfishing community. Alternative ways of supporting the community, such as 
shellfish farm tours and buying fresh shellfish from local sources, were recommended in place of 
OysterFest until the event can be held in person again. 
 
Program Title: Blackbeard’s Motorcycle Ride 
 
Program Description: Blackbeard’s Memorial Motorcycle Ride is set to take place Sunday with 
COVID-19 protocols in place. Disposable gloves and masks will be available for participants 
along with stations for sanitizing. Participants will also be encouraged to follow the state’s social 
distancing guidelines. This year there will not be a BBQ at the VFW due to COVID-19 
restrictions. As an alternative, the ride will end at Cordage Park in Plymouth and food trucks and 
restaurants will be open for anyone who wants to stop and purchase food. The Massachusetts 
State Police will escort the riders. Neck and face gaiters, and t-shirts and sweatshirts will be 
available for sale. The event is set for Sunday, July 12 and will begin at the SouthEast Truck 
Center, located at 147 State Road, Sagamore Beach. Registration will begin at 8 a.m. and the 
price to register is $10 per person. The ride will leave at 11 a.m. 
 

 

 



  

July 11 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: JFK Hyannis Museum Programming Update 

Program Description:  Author, former senior White House official and journalist Lawrence 
Haas will join the Cape and Islands Veterans Outreach Center and John F. Kennedy Museum in 
Hyannis for a presentation on the former president and the military. “How War and Military 
Service Shaped JFK” will take place at the museum and provide attendees with the opportunity 
to dive deep into the history of the Kennedy family, especially in how military service shaped 
later United States policies. “War and peace greatly shaped the views of Jack Kennedy, not just 
because he read a great deal when he was in his youth, but of course, he served in World War II 
out in the Pacific,” said Haas. “It made him very cognizant of the cost of war. It shaped his later 
political career and particularly his presidency. It explains why he was so concerned about war 
breaking out during the Cuban Missile Crisis.” 
 
Program Title: Brewster Flats Foundation 
 
Program Description:  After a recent partnership and an influx of community support, the 
Brewster Flats Foundation is hoping to make a competitive bid for the Cape Cod Sea Camps 
property and potentially return camp services as soon as summer 2022. Jim Fay, president and 
co-founder of the foundation, said that the nonprofit has recently gained the support of Hale, an 
organization also dedicated to providing educational and recreational opportunities outdoors. 
After almost 100 years, the Sea Camps closed its doors last year. The closure leaves two parcels 
up for acquisition, with the organizations offering to purchase the 6A parcel of the property 
based on a fair market valuation study conducted in June by engineering firm Stantec, Inc. Fay 
said that he hopes that the community will rally to their cause and prevent the property from 
coming under the private ownership of a developer. 
 

Program Title: Hydrangea Festival 

Program Description:  The 7th annual Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival is back as event 
organizers expect big crowds as people look to the outdoors for activities after over a year of 
isolation and restrictions due to COVID-19. From July 9 through the 18, gardens will be open 
across the Cape for visitation, each grown and maintained by individual homeowners 
participating in the event, organized by the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce. Proceeds brought 
in by the garden tours will go towards local nonprofits. “Flowers make people happy. This is a 
festival all about happiness. Hydrangea happiness, flower power and color. We anticipate a very 
good turnout this year,” said  festival founder C.L. Fornari.  



  

Other events will also be held during the festival, including workshops and lectures from 
horticulturalists, painting demonstrations by local artists, and more depending on the location on 
Cape. Fornari said that the festival is an opportunity to help the Cape recover after the pandemic, 
both by helping local nonprofits and by supporting businesses around the gardens.  
 
 
July 18 - Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Love, Live, Local  

Program Description:  Love Live Local’s Love Local Fests will return to in-person this 
summer for the ninth iteration of the annual event. The fest will take place on July 25 at Aselton 
Park, featuring live music, locally crafted food and a waterfront view of Hyannis Harbor. Last 
year saw the celebration shift to the virtual space to maintain public safety during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and organizers said that they are excited to get back outdoors for face-to-face events. 
“It’s really such a feel-good day of not just gathering with the community, but celebrating our 
small businesses. We definitely try to highlight how important they are in everything we do, 
even at our event,” said organizer Amanda Converse. Converse said that supporting small 
businesses is important for a healthy community, especially on Cape where small businesses 
make up the backbone of the local economy. “The Cape is about 95 percent businesses with 50 
employees or less,” said Converse. 

 

Program Title: Big Nick’s Ride for the Fallen 
 
Program Description:  The 12th annual Big Nick’s Ride for the Fallen will return this weekend 
to honor military veterans and those who died in the line of duty.  Riders will participate in a 35-
mile ride across Cape Cod to honor and remember the Cape Cod Fallen 16; those with ties to the 
region who were killed in action. The event is named after Fifth Barnstable State Representative 
Steven Xiarhos’ son Nicholas Xiarhos, a United States Marine who died in combat in 
Afghanistan in 2009. The ride is also the biggest fundraiser for the Nicholas G. Xiarhos 
Memorial Fund, a non-profit organization designed to support local veterans and military 
families in deed. “We see 35 miles of people waving flags and saying thank you. They can be in 
their 90’s or they can be  babies. It’s just an incredibly powerful 35 mile ride from Bourne to 
Yarmouth. I go from crying to proud,” said Xiarhos. “We do it to remember the 16 fallen, but we 
can’t change what happened to them. So in their memory, our mission is to thank and show our 
support for the veterans that made it home—let them feel the love and give Cape Codders a way 
to throw their love and respect.” 

 

 



  

Program Title: Bottle Ban Update 
 
Program Description: The Town of Truro has recently become the fifteenth Cape town to ban 
departments from buying single-use plastic bottled beverages. Buying and distributing beverages 
kept in single-use bottles is now illegal for the town government. However, a retail ban for 
single-use plastic bottles has not yet been brought before the town. Currently, ten Cape towns 
have passed a retail bottle ban, with the issue having been shot down in Yarmouth. Though the 
first retail ban for single-use plastic bottles in the state was passed in Concord, the Cape is the 
region that leads with the most municipalities having enacted such a rule. The towns that banned 
the bottles still allow their use in emergency situations such as public safety crises. The initiative 
to ban the single-use containers, first undertaken by Sustainable Practices, hopes to spark more 
interest in cutting back on the waste which can be especially damaging to marine ecosystems like 
the ones the Cape is surrounded by. “What, fundamentally, it did for us is provide a basic 
foundation that says, ‘look, our town government acknowledged that single-use plastic is not a 
positive aspect of environmental health and wellbeing, and community health and well-being’,” 
said Executive Director of Sustainable Practices Madhavi Venkatesan in a recent interview. 
 

July 25 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival 

Program Description:   Live performances put on by the Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival 
will return this August. The 42nd season of the festival’s performances comes after a year of live 
shows being put on hold due to the pandemic. In recognition of the Cape Cod community, the 
festival’s first show will be themed as a ode to those who have continued to support the local arts 
scene. That show will begin a stretch of nine concerts over the course of two weeks. “In 
Celebration of Our Audience” will be held at the Cotuit Center for the Arts on August 3. The 
show will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Program Title: Cape Cod Mosquito Outbreak 
 
Program Description - Despite region-wide dry conditions, Wellfleet and adjacent towns are 
experiencing an extreme influx of mosquitoes this summer. But local experts with the Cape Cod 
Mosquito Control Project said that they are on the case. Project Superintendent and Entomologist 
Gabrielle Sakolsky said that the unusually dry spring and summer on Cape has helped curb 
mosquito populations across Barnstable County, but Wellfleet is facing a unique problem. 
“Unfortunately, in Wellfleet, we have a situation where there was saltwater that overwashed a 
dune,” said Sakolsky. “That saltwater is washing into an area with poor drainage, so that water is 



  

standing there. It was within Cape Cod National Seashore boundaries where we were not 
permitted to work up until they issued us a permit at the beginning of July, so what we have is a 
large mosquito population that has hatched there.” Sakolsky said that these mosquitoes are a 
saltwater variety, capable of flying far and like to feed during the day as well as dusk like their 
freshwater cousins.  

 

Program Title: Shark Detection System 
 
Program Description: A shark warning system was recently tested in Wellfleet, with the hopes 
that it will someday help to keep residents safe from shark troubles. The warning system was 
tested by the Cape Cod Ocean Community, an organization which aims to increase public safety 
where sharks are concerned. Buoys launched that track the movement of tagged sharks were 
installed and would provide a warning to town officials should the sharks enter recreational 
waters. Eventually, the organization hopes that not only tagged sharks but other sharks as well 
will be able to be detected by the warning system, and that the use of techniques like tagging will 
become more widespread. “What we will do is work very hard with Wellfleet to really develop a 
very tight, well-understood operating procedure around this, and that could certainly be observed 
and repeated by others elsewhere. And we’re happy to share the technology with them,” 
explained Chair and Co-founder of Cape Cod Ocean Community Heather Doyle. 
 
 
August 1 – Sunday Journal Program 
 
Program Title: Mystery Bird Disease 
 
Program Description: An expert from MassWildlife recently elaborated on the mysterious 
illness impacting birds across the nation. Marion Larson, Chief of Information and Education for 
Mass Wildlife, advises residents to report any dead birds that were not obviously killed in 
another way as the problem continues to be monitored by officials. The sickness effects many 
species of bird, and many who have died from it are of the younger fledgling age group. Bird 
feeders and bird baths could be more harmful than helpful to birds under these circumstances, as 
the opportunity for them to gather also allows the disease to spread. Larson assured concerned 
residents that the birds would be fine without the feeders. “There’s plenty of natural food out 
there,” she said, “and the birds that we have that are living here in New England, and the ones 
that are migrating through, they’ve been around for thousands of years, long before any of us 
thought about feeding birds.” 

 

 
 



  

Program Title: Breast Cancer Awareness 
 
Program Description: Bakes for Breast Cancer Cape & Islands will be held across the Cape 
from August 2 to August 8. Bakeries, cafes, pastry shops, and restaurants will be raising money 
for breast cancer research throughout this time by donating 100% of proceeds from one dessert 
item, or 50% of the proceeds from the entire dessert menu to Bakes for Breast Cancer. “What’s 
really great about us is that you could go to, say, Osterville Fish Market, and when you take your 
fish home, you could take home chocolate cookies,” said Carol Sneider, Founder of Bakes for 
Breast Cancer Cape and Islands in a recent Sunday Journal Interview. Proceeds will be 
supporting the research of Dr. Rachel Freedman at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute. Freedman’s 
work centers around treatment for older breast cancer patients, an often-overlooked population in 
research on the disease. Since its creation, the organization as a whole has raised over $2 million 
for breast cancer research and awareness. 

 

Program Title: Return of the Woods Hole Film Festival 
 
Program Description: The Woods Hole Film Festival is back in-person and online this year, 
and female directors and New Englanders are highly prevalent among the entries. Over half of 
the 52 feature-length and 104 short films in the festival were directed by women. Many of the 
films are also set in New England, by New Englanders, or feature them. Topics of the films 
include science, music, and politics. “Our programming is something that we try and consider 
the different audiences that will be attending the festival, so we have films that are good for the 
whole family, we have films that will be of interest to anybody,” said Executive Director Judy 
Laster. Four panel discussions are taking place throughout the festival, one of which is titled 
“From Woods Hole to the Red Carpet: The Path to the Oscars.” The panel will feature five 
individuals whose films were formerly in the festival before receiving Oscars or Oscar 
nominations. 
 
 
August 8 - Sunday Journal 

Program Title: Cape Cod Marine Mammal Strandings 

Program Description: The team that deals with stranding for the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare is facing one of their busiest summers on record. A recent string of incidents involving 
nine dolphins getting stranded on Cape Cod beaches in Wellfleet and Brewster are only some of 
the many faced by IFAW this year. Two dolphins were able to return to the sea on their own. 
When stranded animals return to the sea without first being helped by experts, they could have 
untreated injuries and researchers do not get to tag them. Tagging animals allows them to be 



  

tracked, which can alert researchers in case the animals are stranded again. The geography of the 
Cape lends itself to animals getting stranded on the shore due current patterns and other factors. 
“We actually have the most frequent mass-strandings of dolphins out of anywhere else in the 
world right here on Cape Cod,” said Misty Niemeyer, Stranding Coordinator for IFAW, “and I 
think that really surprises people. So we are a hotspot for marine animal strandings, and 
particularly for stranded dolphins.” 
 
Program Title: Beach Road Weekend Cancellation 
 
Program Description: Beach Road Weekend organizers have opened ticket sales and 
announced the lineup for next year’s festival after this year’s in-person event was canceled. 
Tickets for the festival went on-sale this weekend, with the option for guests to purchase hotel 
packages as well. The event will feature a heavy-hitting lineup of musical acts, including Beck, 
Wilco, The Avett Brothers, Lord Huron, Jason Isbell, Billy Strings, Dawes, Lucy Ducas, Lettuce, 
and more. “The entire lineup, the essence of it, is that it’s diverse, it’s rich in all of its different 
formats. From Americana, to folk, to roots, to R & B, and soul, and funk, all genres and genders 
are represented in this lineup,” said CEO of Innovation Arts & Entertainment Adam Epstein. The 
three-day festival will take place August 26-28 of 2022 at Veterans Memorial Park. Reserved 
seating has been removed, so guests will be able to stand right up at the front of the stage. Ticket 
options include, General Admission, General Admission Plus, and a VIP Beach Club Package 
which includes access to the Beach Club shaded lounge. 
 
 
August 15 – Sunday Journal Program 
 
Program Title: Summer Travel Tips 

 
Program Description:  Americans are continuing to travel in high numbers as the second half of 
the summer gets underway. AAA reports that their travel bookings are up at least 11% from pre-
pandemic levels, with bookings being made for the fall and beyond into 2022. “We’re expecting 
that we’re going to see healthy travel continue right through the end of August and into 
September,” said AAA Northeast spokesperson Mary Maguire. “A lot of people love the 
shoulder season, especially on Cape Cod. A lot of people travel to the Cape in September and 
October, so I think we’ll continue to see demand for travel.” Maguire noted that most travelers 
were taking to the roads to fulfill summer vacation plans. “Right now we’re still seeing the great 
majority of people travelling by car. It’s much easier to control your environment and to keep 
your vehicle safe and sanitary when you’re travelling.in your own car and truck, and so we’re 
seeing a lot of people taking advantage of that this summer,” said Maguire. “The road trip is 
really king. The great American road trip is alive and well.” AAA recommends keeping up to 



  

date with CDC guidelines, which are advising people in areas with high COVID-19 transmission 
to wear masks indoors, regardless of vaccination status. 
 
 
Program Title: Cape Cod Baseball League 
 
Program Description: With the recent passing of former Cape Cod Baseball League 
Commissioner Paul Galop, league officials are reflecting on his contributions and the legacy that 
he leaves behind.  Galop was elected commissioner in 2003 and served for 15 years before 
retiring after the 2018 season. His contributions to the league can be seen long before his tenure 
as commissioner.  “He’ll be missed, because he’d been with the league for the better part of over 
40 years, first at the franchise level, and then since 2003 at the league level,” said Director of 
Broadcasting John Garner. Galop filled many roles over the years, including as president and 
treasurer for the Chatham Anglers as well as providing his voice as a PA announcer. Later in his 
career, Galop was always keen to help the league in any way he could, said Garner, even after 
his retirement as commissioner. “It almost didn’t seem like he’d stepped down, because he was 
still very involved in a lot of things; trying to find permanent headquarters for the Cape 
League—he was the chairman of that committee. And also the Hall of Fame,” said Garner. 
“What I think of him most, not only his duties as commissioner, but so involved with the Hall of 
Fame. He loved that whole process and project. We will miss him so much.” 

 

Program Title: Massachusetts Oyster Project 
 
Program Description: The Massachusetts Oyster Project and the Town of Wellfleet have 
partnered up to create an oyster shell recycling program, and organizers report the first season is 
having a robust start. The Massachusetts Oyster Project is a local all-volunteer non-profit 
working to benefit the coastal ecosystem. “One oyster a day will filter 50 gallons of water,” said 
Lucas Baybutt, the supervisor for the Shell Recycling Program, describing the oyster growing 
process. “And in three years they’ll become fully mature and because we’re re-growing the 
shells it doesn’t necessarily make for the largest oyster to eat, but after three years they’ll get to 
be as big as the commercial oysters.” Together with eight local restaurants, the effort is striving 
to keep oysters out of landfills and repurpose them to naturally aid in coastal restoration and 
stimulate wild oyster growth. The collaborating restaurants include The Beachcomber, Mac’s 
Seafood Shack, Pearl, The Wicked Oyster, Winslow’s Tavern. Van Rensselaer’s, CShore and 
Moby Dicks. The project receives funding from 11th Hour Racing’s Ambassador Project, which 
seeks to promote systemic environmental change by connecting marine industry professionals 
with the maritime community. 
 



  

August 22 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Cape Cod Real Estate Update 
 
Program Description: According to a recent report by the Cape Cod & Islands Association of 
Realtors, the year-long frenzy fueled by buyers seeking refuge on Cape Cod has subsided as 
market activity is returning to pre-pandemic levels. Regardless, the association said the pandemic 
has altered the Cape Cod housing landscape for the foreseeable future. According to preliminary 
data released last week, 453 homes were sold in July, comprised of 358 single-family homes and 
95 condominiums. Median sales price at the end of July was $600,000 for single family homes 
and $395,000 for condominiums. Last July, 590 single-family homes and 112 condominiums, 
sold at a median price of $496,500 for single-family homes and $338,500 for condominiums. 
Sales pending at the end of July were 380 for single-family homes and 106 for condominiums, a 
37.6% decrease for single family and a 30.3% decrease for condominiums. At the end of last 
July, there were 609 pending single-family homes and 152 pending condominiums. 

 

Program Title: JFK Hyannis Museum 
 
Program Description: Wendy Northcross, former chief executive officer of the Cape Cod 
Chamber of Commerce, was recently named the new executive director of the John F. Kennedy 
Museum Hyannis Museum. “I officially, fully, and totally retired from the Cape Cod chamber as 
of June 30 in terms of my day to day supervisor, management and leadership positions,” said 
Northcross. Northcross was a co-founder of the JFK museum and is a longtime member of its 
board of directors. 2022 will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the museums opening. Northcross 
highlighted upcoming events such as “A Ripple of Hope”, focusing on Bobby Kennedy, a 
photographic exhibit comprised of photos from Jacques Lowe, the Kennedy’s family 
photographer. The museum will also reopen its outdoor speaker series with Pulitzer Prize winner 
Dr. Fredrik Logevall, who will discuss his recent book “JKF: Coming of Age in the American 
Century 1917-1956” focusing on the President’s early life. Northcross noted that her 
involvement in the COVID response task force for Cape Cod helped prepare her for a leadership 
role at the museum amidst the COVID pandemic. “I had a front row seat to some pretty 
incredible leadership, and it wasn’t just from that small committee, but deep within the 
community,” said Northcross. 
 
Program Title: Seaside Le Mans 
 
Program Description:  The 20th edition of the Seaside Le Mans Race will be held on Saturday, 
September 11 from noon to 4 pm at Mashpee Commons. The Seaside Le Mans is an endurance 
race of European style Formula One race carts on a quarter mile racetrack around Mashpee 



  

featuring local sponsors. Over the past twenty years, the event has raised more than $7 million in 
sponsorships and matching funds supporting non-profit organizations on the Cape and Islands. 
“It’s a great bridge between the business and non-profit community here,” said Seaside Le Mans 
Event Director Kelsey Ellis. “It provides a way for everyone to come out and have fun while still 
giving back.” “It’s not your average golf tournament or gala event,” she said, “it’s definitely a 
one of a kind fundraiser.” Even though there was no event last year due to the COVID pandemic, 
a total of $100,000 was still raised for the beneficiaries. This year’s race falls on the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  

 

August 29 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Marine Renewable Energy Collaborative 
 
Program Description: The Marine Renewable Energy Collaborative recently tested its first test 
turbine at its Bourne Tidal Test Site, with hopes it will spark an uptick in tidal energy use.  The 
Bourne Tidal Test Site is the only permanent testing site designed specifically for medium-sized 
tidal turbines in the world. The test site allows a transition from testing in a university to full 
scale, avoiding some of the failures that have happened when deploying prototypes too quickly. 
The turbines, which range from 10 feet to 30 feet, are 1% the cost of full-scale testing sites. The 
test allowed MRECo to monitor the potential environmental impacts of the turbine. Due to their 
shorter blades and subsequent slower tip speed, underwater turbines, as opposed to wind 
turbines, offer a cleaner and ecofriendly form of energy. “One of the real advantages of tidal 
energy is that it’s underwater, it can’t be seen, and the environmental impact is literally nothing,” 
said John Miller, Executive Director of the Marine Renewable Energy Collaborative. 

 

Program Title: CARE For the Cape & Islands 
 
Program Description: The 7th annual CARE for the Cape & Islands Day will be held on 
Thursday, October 21st at the Chatham Drama Guild, starting at 8:30 a.m. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, CARE for the Cape & Islands was unable to hold its annual event last year. The 
Chatham Drama Guild was chosen as the beneficiary for this year’s event out of a number of 
submitted candidates. “It’s 100% volunteer operated,” said Executive Director Jill Talladay. 
“They’ve been continuously operating as a theater for over 80 years so they’re definitely in need 
of some help.” The Guild is the second oldest continuously operating theater venue that is 
operated completely by volunteers. Volunteers will be tasked with cleaning and organizing items 
used for the set and the vast wardrobe on hand. Volunteers will even get the opportunity to try on 



  

costumes or take some regalia home. Other work includes general yard work and painting to help 
clean up the theater for the fall.  

 

Program Title: Cape Symphony Season 

Program Description: The Cape Symphony is preparing to launch for its 2021-22 season. 
The season opener, titled “Victorious Return” will take place on Saturday, September 11 at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, September 12 at 3:00 p.m. at the Barnstable Performing Arts Center. 
“Victorious Return” will feature compositions from Beethoven and Brahms, with Brahms’ 
“Second Symphony” the main act. “I feel blessed to conduct this music with our outstanding 
orchestra as we take the Cape Symphony stage again for the first time in eighteen months,” said 
Conductor and Artistic Director Jung-Ho Pak. In 2020, the Symphony missed their planned 
celebration of Beethoven’s 250 birthday. The orchestra will perform his “Egmont Overture” as a 
belated commemoration of the famed composer’s life. The orchestra will pay tribute to frontline 
and essential workers with composer John Williams “Summon the Heroes.” The orchestra will 
also honor the 20th anniversary of 9/11 with “Towers of Light”, inspired by the light tributes 
held at Ground Zero every year. The Cape Symphony has put safeguards in place to protect the 
well safety of its guests, including a mask requirement for all concertgoers. Additionally, 
attendees are required to be fully vaccinated before the concert date. 
 
 
September 5 – Sunday Journal Program 

 
Program Title: ROAR Ride to Help Addiction Prevention Efforts 
 

Program Description:  The Fourth Annual Ride for Opioid Addiction Recovery (ROAR) will 
be taking place on Sunday, September 12. The motorcycle ride is 40 miles long and will begin at 
Falmouth High School at 874 Gifford Street in Hyannis. It will end at Barnstable High School at 
744 West Main Street in Hyannis. Staging for the event starts at 9:00am, and the ride itself starts 
at 11:00am. Coffee and breakfast from Honey Dew Donuts will be provided, as will lunch from 
Seafood Sam’s. ROAR is a nonprofit that uses the money earned from the event to be put 
towards transitional services for Cape residents recovering from addiction. The route cuts 
through several Cape towns and major roadways. Spectators for the event are also welcome to 
show support for riders and the cause. For more information on the event, check out ROAR’s 
website here. 

 

 
 



  

Program Title: Calmer Choice Names New Director 
 
Program Description: The South Yarmouth based non-profit Calmer Choice recently 
announced the appointment of Emily Smalley as its next Chief Executive Officer. Calmer Choice 
is an organization which collaborates with administrators and educators to teach secular 
mindfulness-based social emotional education in schools, businesses and communities in Cape 
Cod and Southeastern Massachusetts. Smalley will succeed founder and current Chief Executive 
Officer Fiona Jensen, who plans to retire on December 31, 2021 after more than a decade as the 
head of the organization. “Calmer Choice has been successful beyond my wildest dreams, 
evolving from a grassroots effort from concerned parents and community members to operating 
in over 30 schools and a variety of community-based organizations on Cape Cod,” said Jensen. 
“I am immensely proud of what we as a team have accomplished and the lives we have touched 
during the past 11 years,” she said. “Under Emily’s leadership, I am confident the organization 
will continue to thrive and deliver new and innovative mindfulness programs to children and 
adults across Cape Cod and beyond.” Smalley expressed gratitude for the appointment. 
 
Program Title: Eviction Moratorium Update 
 
Program Description: With the recent reversal of the CDC’s eviction moratorium by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, the Housing Assistance Corporation is reaching out to Cape Cod residents to 
assist those struggling to pay their rent and at risk of losing their housing. “We’re definitely 
disappointed by the Supreme Court decision because we know that evictions are traumatic and 
will last beyond the pandemic,” said Housing Assistance CEO Alisa Magnotta. The end of the 
eviction moratorium coincides with a difficult real estate market for renters as significant rental 
inventory has been sold and housing prices have risen to levels which make home buying 
difficult for the average worker. Despite sluggish efforts in many parts of the country to provide 
relief for struggling renters, HAC and other regional groups have had success getting assistance 
to those in need. “You’re reading about other states that haven’t even started this process, which 
is kind of unconscionable,” said Magnotta. “Massachusetts has had an Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program that happened pre-COVID,” she said. 
 
 
September 12 – Sunday Journal Program 

 

Program Title: Provincetown Businesses Get COVID-19 Relief Money 
 
Program Description: Small business advocacy group Love Live Local will provide financial 
relief for Provincetown businesses struggling to make ends meet after the town’s busy summer 
season was impacted by an outbreak of COVID-19. The July cluster also caught attention 



  

nationwide as several vaccinated individuals tested positive for COVID, even gaining the 
attention of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for research into the efficacy of 
vaccines in reducing symptoms. Case numbers have since declined and the town reported fewer 
than a dozen total hospitalizations and no deaths associated with the cluster event. But some 
local venues saw their business drop by 80 percent in some cases by mid-August as visitors 
cancelled reservations and day-tripper numbers dried up. “If you really parse out the data, 
Provincetown was safe,” said Amanda Converse, CEO of Love Live Local. “It was safe to go to, 
and it was safe the whole time, but that messaging unfortunately didn’t get translated. It was the 
headlines that really caught people.” Love Live Local’s Cape Cod Resilience Fund will issue 
one-time grants of between $500 and $2,000 to eligible businesses. 

Program Title: Arts Foundation of Cape Cod Grants 

Program Description: A new round of Arts Foundation of Cape Cod grants is underway for the 
fall of 2021. The letter of intent link opened on September 15th and will close on October 15th.  
The application process starts with a letter of intent, which is followed by an official grant 
application. Grants typically range from $500-$2,000 but some applications for up to $5,000 may 
be considered. Funding is limited to individuals who live and work in Barnstable County, and 
non-profits and educational institutions based in Barnstable County. Those who apply must 
consider innovation, economic growth, and community impact in their applications. Funding for 
the grants has increased every year, but a definite amount of funds for this year’s applications 
has not been set yet. The arts were the first to close and one of the last to reopen during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and Julie Wake, Executive Director for the Arts Foundation of Cape Cod, 
gave the local arts credit for their creativity over the course of the pandemic.  

 

September 19 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: K-9 Relief Fund Ride 
 
Program Description: The 2021 edition of the Cape & Islands Police K-9 Relief Fund 
Motorcycle Run will be held on Saturday, September 25, 2021, almost a year after the 2020 ride 
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The annual event, which takes place on the last 
Saturday in September each year, is one of two major fundraising events held by the non-profit 
in support of their mission of covering the veterinary costs of retired police K-9’s on the Cape & 
Islands, and to help raise awareness of the role the working dogs play in the community. K-9 
Relief Fund Founder and President Joe Ambrosini, a former handler for the Barnstable County 
Sherriff’s Department, explained that at the end of their careers in law enforcement the 
departments no longer pay for the canines, leaving the financial burden on the officers to take 



  

care of the dogs in their final years. “These dogs are under a lot of stress, sometimes they have 
problems,” said Ambrosini. “I know, because I was a handler, that I’d hate to put myself out to 
either put the dog down or be able to pay a mortgage payment.” 

Program Title: Atlantic White Shark Conservancy 

Program Description: The Atlantic White Shark Conservancy is reporting a strong summer of 
attendance and interest in their ongoing work and research. Education Director Marianne Walsh  
said the organization’s research team and educational programs had a busy summer. “It was an 
exciting year because we expanded our SharkSmart beach program and extended our outreach up 
to the town of Truro at Head of the Meadow beach,” said Walsh. “We were also able to increase 
capacity at our outreach facility in Chatham, and got the ball rolling for our new outreach facility 
up in Provincetown. “This past summer it was a storefront,” she said of the new facility, “and 
right now we’re getting the permits ready to renovate the back end of that space to make it a 
second museum. So when we go into 2022, we will actually have two separate outreach locations 
for families to go and learn about shark activity.” Walsh reported high attendance for the 
organization’s White Shark Expeditions, with sold out bookings for the month of August 
indicating a growing interest in ecotourism related to the apex predators. 

 

September 26 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Boy’s & Girl’s Club Update 

Program Description: The Boys and Girls Club of Cape Cod recently provided an update 
regarding the success of their summer programs this past summer and highlighted upcoming 
programs heading into the winter. According to Executive Director Ruth Provost, the club was 
able to increase the number of kids per class unit to 20-25, compared to nine the previous 
summer. The club was also able to receive state funding allowing them to double the number of 
busses used for transportation, which kept the children socially distanced during school trips. “It 
really went well, up until the very last week,” said Provost. “We got through all last summer, all 
last year’s winter, all this summer and on the last week of summer camp we had two kids who 
had contracted COVID someplace and tested positive, and as a result we had to send two of our 
groups home to quarantine for the last week of summer camp, which was really disappointing for 
them and for us.” “All in all,” she said, “the fact that we only had two kids who tested positive in 
the last year and a half was a real plus.” 

 

 



  

Program Title: Cape Kid Meals 

Program Description: With the fall semester in full swing, nonprofit Cape Kid Meals said it is 
working hard to get meals to kids at risk of going hungry over the weekend.  The organization 
discreetly provides packed meals for children while they are in class—a service in higher  
demand this year as the COVID-19 pandemic takes its toll on families financially, said Executive 
Director Tammy Leone. During the previous year when some schools were closed, the 
organization set up meals-to-go sites for families to pick up both school meals and the Cape Kid 
Meals weekend meals. Leone said that the organization also instituted its first summer program 
and some home deliveries to get food to children in need, which faced its own challenges. “We 
had to greatly restrict the number of volunteers down to a very small, bare-bone crew. 
Sometimes that meant two people in the packing center when we normally have eight, ten, 
fifteen packing every week,” said Leone. She added that they saw an over 25 percent increase in 
individuals utilizing their service during 2021.  


