
WYMT-TV, HAZARD, KENTUCKY
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT
SECOND QUARTER, 2018
APRIL THROUGH JUNE 2018

During this quarter, WYMT-TV gave particular attention to the following issues.  These 
issues are not listed in order of importance and it should be noted that the station may 
have also aired other programming to meet community needs.

This report was placed in the Public Inspection File on July 3, 2018.
ISSUE:  HEALTH/ETHICAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
11

4-4-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: An Eastern Kentucky organization wants to make 
sure expecting and new mothers get the help and tips 
they need. The healthy baby workshops are held 
throughout Eastern Kentucky.

Mountain News at 
11

4-5-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Second Chance Mission in Hazard is teaming up 
with East Perry Elementary to provide a drop-off for 
chemo-bag donations. The bags are given to patients 
receiving chemo.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-14-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Ashland-Boyd County health officials are 
investigating a case involving a food preparation worker 
at a restaurant with Hepatitis A. They say the likelihood 
of exposure by anyone at Texas Roadhouse is low.

Mountain News at 
6

4-14-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The streets of downtown Harlan were covered 
with color after the 5th annual Run with Color 5K. This 
year, all the money went to a young man that recently 
had a heart transplant.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-16-18 5:30pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Opponents of needle exchange programs say 
they help users continue their drug habits… but 
supporters say it reduces the spread of diseases like 
Hepatitis C and HIV. Three more needle exchange 
programs recently began in three Eastern Kentucky 
counties.

Mountain News at 
11

4-16-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Lincoln Memorial University-College of Veterinary 
Medicine students got a visit from U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-17-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: State health officials are urging Kentuckians to 
get vaccinations for Hepatitis A. There are more than 
300 confirmed cases of the virus in Kentucky…40 of 
those just this month. 

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-17-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials with Appalachian Regional Healthcare 
announced they’ve closed the deal to purchase Saint 
Joseph-Martin in Floyd County. Officials say the hospital 
has served the community since 1947 and they believe 
this transition will allow the hospital to provide additional 
services.

Mountain News at 
11

4-21-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many are remembering a star baseball player 
from Rowan County who lost his battle with leukemia. 
We interviewed some of those who knew Justin 
Graham.

Mountain News at 
11

4-23-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Residents and employees of Mountain Manor 
Nursing Home in Paintsville are worried about the 
facility’s future. Officials say the facility has been under 
close scrutiny by the state and they just filed for 
bankruptcy.

Mountain News at 
6

4-25-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Relay for Life members and Forcht Bank in 
Barbourville have teamed up to make a picture wall of 
people who have had cancer. We talked to some 
survivors.

Mountain News 4-26-18 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Breast cancer survivors are celebrating with one 



First at 4 another at the 10th annual Horses and Hope Pink Day. 
The organization held a luncheon and fashion show at 
Keeneland. The guest of honor this year is former 
Kentucky First Lady Judi Patton.

Mountain News at 
11

5-4-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people are in London at Relay for 
Life. The event is raising money for the American 
Cancer Society. We talked with people involved in the 
event about how perspectives and faith can lead to 
healing.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-5-18 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A high school senior at Phelps High School who 
was born with spina bifida and is paralyzed from the 
waist down was crowned prom queen. We talked to 
Madison Lawson, who was shocked by the honor.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-12-18 8am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 19 years old and facing several medical 
obstacles. In 2013, a Harlan County girl was diagnosed 
with diastolic dysfunction, meaning her heart is not able 
to rest. She recently learned her liver is failing.

Mountain News at 
6

5-13-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: While many are celebrating their moms on this 
Mother’s Day in one way or another, the Appalachian 
Pregnancy Care Center is looking to do the same. The 
annual Baby Bottle drive kicked off across the region.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-17-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Health officials say a new case of Hepatitis A has 
been reported in Boyle County. This is the 6th food 
worker to be diagnosed in the county.

Mountain News at 
11

5-20-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 69 year old Dr. Jack Cope died in a car crashing 
Harlan County. He was driving home from the airport 
after one of his many adventures to foreign countries. 
He was a well-known and respected doctor in the area.

Mountain News at 
11

5-20-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Last July, Paintsville teenager James Couch was 
severely injured after colliding with a tractor trailer on the 
Mountain Parkway in Morgan County. We talked to him 
about his recovery and accomplishments.

Mountain News at 
11

5-23-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Health officials are urging restaurants and food 
service employees to get Hepatitis A vaccinations in two 
West Virginia counties.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-28-18 5:30pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Several public pools opened this weekend but 
this year they are opening in the middle of a Hepatitis A 
outbreak. Health officials say germs are spread when 
swallowing water that’s been contaminated with fecal 
matter. We did a follow-up on this the next day and took 
a closer look at the danger.

Mountain News at 
11

6-1-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hepatitis A was found in an Eastern Kentucky jail. 
Officials from the Big Sandy Regional Detention Center 
say an inmate tested positive for it. Four other inmates 
who spent time round the infected man are being 
vaccinated at the Johnson County Health Department.

Mountain News at 
6

6-2-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Perry County’s Relay for Life event was held at 
the Perry County Park. Survivors and supporters raise 
money for the American Cancer Society.

Mountain News at 
6

6-8-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two high profile people have committed suicide 
in the last few days. The number of suicides are going 
up in the U.S. and in Kentucky. We talked to a mental 
health expert about suicide prevention.

Mountain News at 
11

6-8-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Frontier Nursing University is hosting its 8th 
annual diversity impact student conference now until 
June 10th in Leslie County. We talked to some of those 
participating.

Mountain News at 
11

6-12-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Some in the region say we need a children’s 
health care center in Eastern Kentucky. If a child needs 
speech, occupational, physical or behavioral therapy, 
they and their parents might have to travel hours outside 
the area for those services.

Mountain News at 
5:30

6-15-18 5:30pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Service members from several branches of the 
military are in Eastern Kentucky offering free healthcare 
to those in need. Operation Bobcat has four clinics in 
Lee, Owsley, Estill and Breathitt Counties. We did a 
couple of follow-ups on this at two different clinic 
locations in the next few days.

Mountain News at 6-15-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dozens gathered for the Harlan Relay for Life. 



11 We talked with event organizers and cancer survivors 
who say the relay is about celebrating life.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-21-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A 10th food service worker in Boyd County was 
diagnosed with Hepatitis A. Officials say an employee at 
Callihan’s American Pub and Grill contracted the 
disease.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-21-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Pikeville Medical Center and the University of 
Pikeville entered an agreement today that officials say 
could significantly improve the health, well-being and 
economic development in Eastern Kentucky. We 
interviewed hospital and college officials.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-23-18 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Remote Area Medical is bringing its full-scale 
clinic to the mountains.  The service provides free 
dental, vision and medical services to uninsured 
patients. The clinic is set up at East Perry Elementary in 
Hazard. We talked to volunteers.

Mountain News at 
6

6-24-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Veterinarians are reminding folks that if you do 
not take proper care of your dog in the heat, heat stress 
can be fatal. Vets says it’s important to bring water for 
your pet, no matter where you go.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-24-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hoops for Hope brings a University of Kentucky 
basketball legend to Louisa. More than 50 local groups 
sponsor the event to raise awareness of addiction and to 
continue raising money to renovate the Lockview Park. 
Former UK star Rex Chapman shared his story of 
addiction.

Mountain News at 
11

6-30-18 11pm 1Min 30 sec Newscast Topic: The “It Takes a Village” 5K kicked off in 
Prestonsburg. Organizers say events like these are a 
great way for people to stay healthy and raise 
awareness and money for a cause. This event benefits a 
baby who has a brain condition.

ISSUE:  CRIME/LEGAL/SAFETY CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-1-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Bell County are looking for a man they 
say was involved in a fight that left at least one person 
injured. Police say the man has an assault-style weapon 
and may be riding a red four wheeler.

Mountain News at 
11

4-1-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Wise County, Virginia have released the 
name of the man they say shot and seriously wounded 
his co-worker. Police say Larry Leon Fields has been 
charged with aggravated malicious wounding.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-2-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two men are facing charges after a drug 
trafficking investigation in Floyd County. Police say they 
were looking for Jody W. Carroll, who was wanted for 
his connection to the trafficking of illegal drugs.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

4-2-18
4-3-18
4-4-18
4-5-18

4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscast Topic: We had coverage in most of our newscasts of the 
four-day National Prescription Drug Abuse and Heroin 
Summit in Atlanta. We had a reporter in Atlanta covering 
various topics and speakers. Among those headlining 
the event were Kellyanne Conway, former President Bill 
Clinton and the U.S. Surgeon General.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-2-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Southern Kentucky mother is pleading for 
answers after her daughter took off and never came 
home. Williamsburg police are now investigating the 
disappearance of Laura Anderson. The 37 year old 
woman was last seen in February.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-3-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury indicted a man in connection with a 
2015 murder case in Clay County. In addition to murder, 
Zernon Gray faces an arson charge. Investigators say 
Gray shot and killed Lawrence Sizemore in Clay County 
in July of 2015.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-4-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The daughter of a man accused of killing an 
Eastern Kentucky police officer is facing charges herself. 
21 year old Santana Hall is the daughter of John Hall. 
Santana faces multiple charges, including assaulting a 



police officer.
Mountain News 
This Morning

4-5-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An inmate from Johnson County is accused of 
attacking a police sergeant at Pikeville Medical Center in 
an attempt to escape. Shelley Ferguson is accused of 
attacking Sergeant Debra Pennington.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-5-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials from the Hampton Inn in London say a 
man came into their hotel and flooded the men’s 
restroom to distract the employees. When they went to 
fix the problem, he went behind the counter and stole 
more than $250. We went to another hotel nearby that 
was burglarized in a similar way.

Mountain News at 
6

4-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police responded to an assault 
complaint in Pike County and things quickly turned more 
series. Police say Dewey Ratliff barricaded himself 
inside a home and threatened to shoot himself and 
police.

Mountain News at 
11

4-6-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is on the run after police say he robbed a 
Corbin bank. Detectives with the Corbin Police 
Department are following leads after the man got away 
with an undisclosed amount of cash. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-8-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a Laurel County man was arrested for 
supposedly hitting his wife’s car on purpose. Police say 
Derek McHargue rammed the car while his wife and a 
17 year old girl was inside. They both suffered injuries.

Mountain News at 
11

4-8-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials with Kentucky State Police say one 
woman told them she was pulled over twice by two men 
without any proof they were officials. They are now 
looking for those responsible.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-9-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies are investigating a burglary at a home in 
Laurel County. Bill Jones was arrested and charged with 
criminal trespassing and possession of drugs.

Mountain News at 
6

4-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is in the hospital following a shooting 
in Clay County. It happened along Whites Branch Road 
just south of Manchester. Police arrested Ronald 
McDowell and charged him with assault.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-10-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey 
is warning people about a pay for prayer scam. Officials 
say the scammers are using robocalls, websites and 
emails asking for donations in exchange for prayer.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-11-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people are facing charges after police 
busted an active meth lab in Martin County. Joshua 
Vance and his wife Angela face a number of charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-12-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Three Southwest Virginia deputies involved in a 
deadly shooting last month will not face criminal 
charges. The shooting happened after Nathan Castle 
pointed a shotgun at the deputies during a traffic stop in 
Big Stone Gap.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-12-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Whitley County couple is behind bars after 
officers found a dead dog in their yard. Drugs were also 
found in kids were in the home. The couple faces a 
variety of charges.

Mountain News at 
11

4-13-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A body was found in the Cumberland River by 
kayakers. The body was severely decomposed. We did 
a follow-up on this the next day with the latest 
information.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-13-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County deputy jailer is accused of 
having sex with an inmate. State Police charges Chasity 
Jones with third degree rape.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 11

4-13-18 5:30pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Federal investigators are looking into two fires at 
stores in Whitley County, located just 15 miles apart. 
Police say a device was found at one of the stores and 
say they believe someone tried to burn it down.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-15-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: London police are asking for help finding a man 
who allegedly stole a car. It happened at the Speedway 
on North Main Street.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-16-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knox County woman is behind bars after she 
stabbed another woman during a fight. Michelle Gray 
was arrested and charged with assault.

Mountain News 4-17-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A jury has found a Laurel County man guilty of 



This Morning murder and other charges. Jurors recommended Joseph 
Nestor serve a life sentence with the possibility of 
parole.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-18-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury will hear the case of a Bell County 
teacher accused of asking a 14 year old boy to send him 
nude photos. Jordan Turner allegedly asked for the 
photos on social media.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-18-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A thief looking for a place to hide chooses a 
church. It happened in Whitley County and we had more 
on what led up to the suspect being caught.

Mountain News at 
6

4-18-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: After 20 years, a Harlan County cold case is still 
active. Police are looking for tips to help them identify a 
baby girl found dead in the Wallins community.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-19-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is facing several drug related charges after 
police say they found him with drugs at a ballpark. 
Police arrested Rodney Tostin.

Mountain News at 
6

4-19-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A two year old was rushed to the hospital after 
police say he was found severely malnourished. Police 
say the child also had numerous cuts and bruises all 
over his body. His aunt, Sarah Sizemore, was arrested.

Mountain News at 
6

4-20-18 6pm    1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating after a body was found in 
Knox County. Police say Michael Sowders was 
murdered. We continued to follow this story in the next 
few days.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-21-18 7am     30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people were arrested with drugs at a Bell 
County motel. Police say they went to the Middlesboro 
motel on a welfare check and found meth.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-22-18 8am     30 seconds Newscast Topic: Firefighters are looking into what caused a 
garage to catch fire in Estill County. Firefighters say the 
building caught fire and then it spread to the woods 
nearby.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-23-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A crash in Whitley County sends multiple people 
to the hospital, including a deputy sheriff. A child was 
hurt the worst and was flown to a Tennessee hospital.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-23-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A college student in Barbourville recently found 
eight fake $100 bills along the road. Deputies fear there 
could be more. We talked to the student and a deputy.

Mountain News at 
6

4-23-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: More than one year later, officials have identified 
remains found in Viper. Officials say they belong to 
Maudie Smith. Her skull was found in April, 2017. We 
talked to one of her friends.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-24-18 5am    30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people face charges for allegedly stealing 
from the Laurel County Fire Department. Police arrested 
Emily Hinkle and Stephen Hensley. The pair allegedly 
worked together to steal a trailer with a Polaris Razor on 
it.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 6

4-24-18 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscasts Topic: People in Knox County are remembering a man 
who police say was murdered last week. On top of being 
a firefighter, 32 year old Michael Sowders was a father, 
husband and son. We attended his funeral and burial 
service.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-24-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County teenager was killed in a crash, 17 
year old Dakota Compton was a junior at East Ridge 
High School. We talked to people at the school.

Mountain News at 
11

4-24-18 11pm   30 seconds Newscast Topic: A couple in McCreary County is accused of 
abusing a child. A grand jury indicted Curtis Lynch and 
Tonya Terry in March. State police say they abused their 
baby last year.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-25-18 4pm   30 seconds Newscast Topic: We now know the name of an Estill County man 
charged with the murder of his brother. State Police 
arrested 29 year old Edward Tipton. 

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-26-18 5:30pm     1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some say illegal dump sites are far too common 
in the region. Someone tipped officials off to one in the 
Krypton community of Perry County. We talked to a local 
conservation official about it.

Mountain News at 
6

4-26-18 6pm    1Min 30sec Newscast Topic: She says her daughter is making a quick 
recovery from a crash that could have been much 
worse. We are hearing from a Whitley County woman 
and her daughter who were involved in a crash with a 



deputy sheriff Monday.
Mountain News 
This Morning

4-27-18 5am     30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies are looking for a suspected burglar in 
Jackson County. They say someone broke into the 
Subway on Main Street in McKee.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6

4-27-18 5:30pm
6pm

   1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two inmates escaped from a transport vehicle at 
a Johnson County gas station. Both were caught shortly 
after the escape and we were there as one of them was 
taken into custody. We were live in both newscasts at an 
elementary school near the area where both inmates 
were found.

Mountain News at 
6

4-27-18 6pm    1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One man is dead following a shooting in Floyd 
County. Officials say Michael Adney was shot in the 
Weeksbury community. The case will be presented to a 
grand jury.

Mountain News at 
11

4-27-18 11pm    30 seconds Newscast Topic: Several agencies are searching for a person who 
fell in the North Fork of the Kentucky River. We 
continued to follow this through the weekend and a body 
was eventually found.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-28-18 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding a Harlan County 
woman who went missing nearly 7 months ago. Andrea 
Marcella Ledford’s family had not heard from her nearly 
three or four months prior to reporting her missing.

Mountain News at 
11

4-28-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A three year old is dead after a fire in Harlan 
County. The child’s aunt is facing charges for leaving the 
three year old alone with her 11 year old son. We had a 
follow-up on this story the next day.

Mountain News at 
11

4-28-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are searching for a man wanted in 
connection with a double murder. Terry Hammonds is 
wanted for conspiracy to commit murder. Bobby 
Hammonds has already been arrested and charged with 
murder. Joey Marcum and Whitney Veneble were found 
dead in a burning vehicle late last year. We had follow-
ups the next few days on the search.

Mountain News at 
6

4-29-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Fire officials are investigating a major fire in 
downtown Beattyville. Two businesses and several 
apartments were destroyed.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-30-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman found passed out on a bicycle now 
faces several drug charges. Police found 43 year old 
Angela Yates passed out at a gas station.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-30-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An investigation is underway in Perry County 
after cows were found shot to death during the 
weekend. The owners are now offering a reward for 
information.

Mountain News at 
6

4-30-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: They have waited for justice for almost three 
years and now a Southern Kentucky family says they 
believe it is finally starting to happen. A man answered 
to charges he killed a Clay County man inside his home. 
We talked to the family of the victim, Larry Sizemore.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-1-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A death investigation is underway in Breathitt 
County. Officials are looking for information surrounding 
a body found in a lake near Jackson.

Mountain News at 
6

5-1-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A car chase led deputies to $25,000 in Knox 
County. It happened after a driver was pulled over for 
speeding on Candle Ridge Road in Gray.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-2-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Calls about a naked man at the Tennessee-
Kentucky state line led to a man’s arrest. State troopers 
say they found Larry Myers walking along a road in 
McCreary County without any clothes on.

Mountain News at 
6

5-2-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A woman is in jail after leading police on a high 
speed chase for more than 80 miles. State police say 47 
year old Stacy Scott refused to stop for police in 
Georgetown where she was involved in a hit and run. 
The chase ended in Laurel County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-3-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A grand jury returned a murder indictment against 
Alyssa Noble, the Leslie County woman accused of 
killing Paige Hays in a car crash last August. We talked 
to her family.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 5:30, 6

5-3-18 4pm
5:30pm

   Various Newscasts Topic: Police say a missing Letcher County man was 
murdered. Dedra Keathley and Clifford Caudill were 



6pm arrested in connection with the death of Ricky Gibson, 
whose body was found hours after the arrest. We were 
live in all our early evening newscasts with the latest on 
this developing story.

Mountain News at 
6

5-3-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is facing a list of charges 
after a police chase. The suspect is Christopher Joseph. 
He admits he has a bad drug problem and can’t seem to 
stay out of jail.

Mountain News at 
6

5-6-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One community in Perry County has seen an 
increasing number of reports of bear sightings and bear 
issues. We talked to a man dealing with the issue and 
had surveillance video of a bear going through garbage.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-7-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people are behind bars after police say they 
found them with meth. Prestonsburg police say they 
found more than 20 grams of meth and $3,000 in cash. 
Police arrested Jessie Craft and Elizabeth Skeens.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-7-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A young man is dead and his brother injured after 
an ATV crash in Whitley County. Police say when they 
responded to the crash, they learned of a crime nearby, 
with ten people taken to jail. The ten were at a party 
where deputies say underage drinking was going on.

Mountain News at 
6

5-7-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A photo on facebook is getting attention after a 
man found needles near a popular site for prom pictures 
in Paintsville. We talked to officials about what you 
should do if you find needles in your community.

Mountain News at 
11

5-7-18 11pm    30 seconds Newscast Topic: Laurel County sheriff’s deputies arrested a 
suspected drug dealer over the weekend. Deputies 
caught 50 year old Farlin Lawson at a home off 
Barbourville Road.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-8-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Someone broke into a pet store in Pikeville and a 
reward is offered for information. This is not the first time 
the business has been targeted.

Mountain News at 
11

5-8-18 11pm    30 seconds Newscast Topic: A warning from Williamsburg police… they are 
searching for a man wanted for armed robbery and say 
he is dangerous. Samuel Plotnick allegedly went to a 
home on Second Street in Williamsburg, pointed a gun 
at someone’s head and threatened to kill others. We did 
follow ups on this the next two days. Plotnick would 
eventually turn himself in.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-9-18 5am   30 seconds Newscast Topic: Elkhorn City police say they arrested the owner of 
a popular business. Police arrested Josh Sanders. He’s 
charged with driving under the influence and possession 
of a controlled substance.

Mountain News at 
6

5-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding a third person they 
believe is connected to a murder. A warrant is out for the 
arrest of Clarence Brown. Police believe he helped kill 
Ricky Allen Gibson. Two other people are also charged 
in the case.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-10-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Corbin man pleads guilty to charges related to 
a 2016 fatal crash. Police say Eric Cassidy drove under 
the influence on KY 229, crossed the centerline and hit a 
car driven by Sherry King, who died.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-10-18 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Powell County woman is in jail after a couple 
found her passed out in their bed and their home 
ransacked. Jessica Jones faces several charges. We 
talked to one of the homeowners.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-10-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Troopers arrested a man on several charges in 
Laurel County. Among them, posing as a plumber and 
stealing thousands of dollars from people. We talked to 
one of the victims.

Mountain News at 
6

5-10-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two people charged with the murder of Ricky 
Gibson in Letcher County appeared in court. Meanwhile, 
police continued to look for a third suspect. We ran an 
update at 11 when the third suspect was captured.

Mountain News at 
11

5-10-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is behind bars after police 
say he ran away and tried to take an officer’s gun. 
Jonathon Grosswiler faces several charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-11-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is accused of stealing and then totaling a 
car while intoxicated. Deputies say Steven Layne Jr. 



stole the car and then wrecked on Route 201.
Mountain News at 
6

5-11-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A morning stabbing sent a woman in Laurel 
County to the hospital. A manhunt ended with police 
arresting 25 year old Brandon Curtis Hoskins of Knott 
County. We talked to a truck driver who helped lead 
police to the suspect.

Mountain News at 
11

5-11-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County deputy is recovering after an 
unknown substance from a syringe sent him to the 
hospital. While responding to a call for two people under 
the influence, the deputy picked up a needle, and when 
he did, a brown liquid seeped through his glove and 
burned his finger.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-12-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County man faces drug and 
endangering the welfare of a minor charges. Police 
arrested Robert Pace. They found Pace along with 
numerous drugs, needles and other items in reach of six 
children.

Mountain News at 
11

5-12-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is in custody in connection with a 
double shooting in Laurel County. It happened near the 
Wildcat Off Road Park. Two people were flown to the 
hospital to be treated. We did a follow-up a couple of 
days later and talked to one of the victims.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-14-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A deputy jailer is now an inmate of the facility she 
worked at in Pulaski County. The arrest was made after 
a traffic stop in Somerset resulted in the discovery of 
meth and evidence of meth being sold.

Mountain News at 
6

5-14-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Floyd County need your help finding an 
ATV stolen from the front porch of a home in Auxier. We 
interviewed the owner.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-15-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Johnson County say they caught two 
people with drugs in the Country Music Highway 
Museum’s parking lot. Jason Mollette and Kristin Davis 
face drug possession charges.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-15-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Martin County woman accused of assaulting 
her ex-husband with a pool ball in a sock is in custody. 
Girdie Ann Kazee surrendered to officials in Johnson 
County.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-15-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police and sheriff’s deputies in Laurel County are 
on alert. The concern comes after pictures circulating on 
social media show a man taunting officers with a 
handgun.

Mountain News at 
6

5-15-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: There will be no jail time for former UK basketball 
star and Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Richie 
Farmer. He entered a guilty plea earlier to DUI.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-16-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A trial is underway for a couple accused of 
murdering their baby in Laurel County. Officers charged 
Jessica and Gary Nicely with murder and criminal abuse 
in 2016. We continued to follow the trial until the end.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-16-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A group of East Tennessee High School students 
working with law enforcement in two states put together 
a profile of a serial killer who was active in the 1980’s. 
Two of the murders happened in our region.

Mountain News at 
6

5-16-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Jurors are deliberating the future of a Laurel 
County husband and wife. Gary and Jessica Nicely face 
charges in connection with the death of their baby girl. 
During the trial, they pointed the finger at one another. 
We did a follow-up at 11 with the verdict.

Mountain News at 
11

5-16-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nearly two weeks ago, police found the body of 
Ricky Gibson in the Neon community of Letcher County. 
Three people are charged with his murder. One of them 
talked to us from jail and denied he had anything to do 
with Gibson’s death.

Mountain News at 
6

5-17-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials with the sheriff’s department say William 
Randall Fugate ran from them not long after a judge 
ordered police to take him into custody in Breathitt 
County. We continued to follow the search for the 
inmate.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-18-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Jackson County man is behind bars after police 
say he committed a drive-by shooting with an AR 15 



from a four wheeler. Steven Wilson faces attempted 
murder charges, among several others.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 6

5-18-18 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is dead after a shooting in Clay 
County. Few details are being released but we talked 
with state police and a neighbor about this developing 
story.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-19-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Clay County judge-executive avoided 
jail time by pleading guilty to abuse of public trust. 
Prosecutors argued Joe Asher and road foreman Buford 
Jarvis completed jobs at private homes with count-
owned materials and then pocketed thousands of dollars 
for their services.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-20-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a juvenile is responsible for breaking 
into a parked bus at West Whitesburg Elementary Friday 
and trying to drive off. Surveillance video helped them 
catch the teen.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-21-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic; Police are investigating an officer involved 
shooting in Harlan County. Troopers say Bradley Grant 
pulled out a shotgun and they fired, killing him. No 
officers were hurt.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-21-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Less than 24 hours before voters head to the 
polls, Hazard police are already getting calls about 
possible vote buying. We talked with Chief Minor Allen 
about the allegations and the stigma surrounding 
Eastern Kentucky voting practices.

Mountain News at 
11

5-21-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are looking for a man they say 
robbed a bank in Leslie County. It happened at the Hurts 
Creek branch of Hyden Citizens Bank. The man simply 
ran away with the cash.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-22-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Two city officials in Jenkins face charges. Police 
arrested Kori Standifur and Steve Eric Addington on 
drug charges.

Mountain News at 
6

5-23-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A community is reacting after a Martin County 
teenager died in a bicycle crash. Police say the 14 year 
old boy was riding his bicycle down a steep hill with no 
brakes and crashed into a metal drain pipe. Some who 
live near the crash fear the road is too dangerous.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-24-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man charged in a Clay County murder case 
pleads guilty. Police say Roscoe Henson and others 
worked together in 2015 to kill Trevor Dykes. We did a 
follow-up on this later in the day with family reaction.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-24-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A southern Kentucky man is in jail accused of 
trying to kill a police officer. Mount Vernon police say 
Joseph Morris fired three shots at an officer.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-24-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Kentucky River Regional Jail in Hazard now 
has a body scanner. We talked to jail officials and the 
judge-executive about how it will help the facility.

Mountain News at 
11

5-24-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Deputies in Laurel County say they drove to a 
home off Rough Creek Road to tell a man his wife was 
in a car accident. But when Coty Jones opened the 
door, they say he grabbed a shotgun and pointed it at 
them!

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-25-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nearly a year after Larry Hinkle was killed in a hit 
and run accident along KY 979, a Madison County man 
is indicted in connection with his death. News of the 
indictment against Kyle Collins is bringing little relief to 
the Hinkle family.

Mountain News at 
6

5-25-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Pulaski County Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating a murder. Deputies say they found a man 
dead inside his home in Burnside. The circumstances 
surrounding the death remain a mystery and no arrests 
have been made.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-26-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man will spend life in prison with 
the chance for parole. A judge sentenced Joseph 
Nestor. He killed Amber Decker in 2015.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-27-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pike County teacher is facing DUI and other 
charges. State police noticed the teacher was not 
wearing a seatbelt when they pulled him over. That’s 
when they noticed a strong smell of marijuana coming 



from the vehicle Joshua Preece was in.
Mountain News at 
6

5-27-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Whitley County Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating after more than two dozen grave markers 
were knocked over. No arrests have been made.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-28-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police are investigating after a 
body was found in Magoffin County. Joseph Smithers 
was found in a creek in the Gunlock community.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-29-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is facing charges after police say he 
hacked into someone’s facebook account to threaten 
them. The sheriff charged Emerson Johnson with 
terroristic threatening.

Mountain News at 
6

5-30-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We now know when a man indicted for killing a 
volunteer firefighter in Knox County will appear in court. 
A grand jury indicted Sidney Smith, who allegedly killed 
Michael Sowders in April.

Mountain News at 
6

5-30-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Crews airlifted a woman to a hospital in Clay 
County. They say she fell about 50 feet down a cliff. 
Some say it is a miracle she survived.

Mountain News at 
11

5-30-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man was sentenced to 30 years in prison on 
murder for hire charges. Investigators say William 
Sutton offered to pay a fellow inmate to murder several 
people.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-31-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a man in connection with a 
stabbing in Harlan County. Bruce Madden is charged 
with assault, among others.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-1-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Wise County, Virginia man has been sentenced 
to 30 years for stabbing two college students. Officials 
say Ricky Hamilton will serve 15 years in prison and 15 
years probation.

Mountain News at 
11

6-2-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is talking about being robbed at gunpoint 
outside Captain D’s restaurant in Hazard. The suspect in 
the case is still on the run.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-3-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A child continues to fight for his life after being hit 
by a train in Laurel County. We did more on this story 
after the child died.

Mountain News at 
6

6-3-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Firefighters in Floyd County held the county’s first 
ever fire school. Instructors teach firefighters in a variety 
of different courses.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6 and 11

6-4-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Eric C. Conn pleads guilty to three charges in 
federal court in connection with a massive social 
security fraud scheme. The former disability lawyer 
could spend another 15 years in prison, in addition to 
the 12 years he is already facing. We had a reporter in 
federal court for the sentencing.

Mountain News at 
11

6-4-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are looking for people they say are 
trying to steal your money with skimmers. Surveillance 
photos from a bank show someone placing a skimmer 
device on an ATM in Wayne County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-5-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say they were forced to taze a man wanted 
in connection with a burglary in Harlan County. 
Investigators say they found Devin Farley at a home in 
Evarts during the weekend.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-5-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Another man is going to prison for a 2014 murder. 
Patrick Smith pleaded guilty to 8 charges in connection 
with the murder of Michael Hogg.

Mountain News at 
11

6-5-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An inmate at the Floyd County Detention Center 
is dead after a fight. We continued to follow this story the 
next several days as someone was charged with murder 
in connection with the death.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-6-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Paintsville police responded to a call of shots 
fired inside a local attorney’s office downtown. It 
happened at attorney Robert Miller’s office. They are still 
trying to figure out who is responsible.

Mountain News at 
11

6-6-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is behind bars after police say he 
endangered the lives of more than 70 people. It 
happened during a police chase that started in Laurel 
County and ended in Pulaski County with speeds 
reaching more than 100 miles per hour.

Mountain News 6-7-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman charged in connection with a deadly 



This Morning crash has pleaded not guilty. A grand jury indicted 
Alyssa Noble earlier this year. She is accused of hitting 
Paige Hays and another woman.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-7-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a Pulaski County man already in jail 
for firing shots at two people, including a deputy sheriff, 
is a person of interest in a murder case.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-8-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A pedestrian is recovering while police search for 
the driver who hit them. It happened on KY 1232 in 
Corbin. Troopers say Shawna Moore was taken to the 
hospital with non-life threatening injuries.

Mountain News at 
6

6-8-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is in jail in Laurel County after deputies 
say he shot another man in the face. Robert Smith is 
charged with the assault of McKinley Nolan. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-9-18 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nearly 9 months, and still no answers. A Whitley 
County woman says she came home and found her 
daughter, son-in-law and grandson dead. No arrests 
have been made. We talked to the mother about the 
investigation.

Mountain News at 
6

6-9-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Troopers with Kentucky State Police and officers 
at the Barbourville Police Department found guns, drug 
paraphernalia and more than five ounces of crystal meth 
at a home near Barbourville. 

Mountain News at 
11

6-9-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are still investigating a deadly 
shooting in Lee County. Troopers tell us they found a 
man shot to death and detained one person.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-10-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police have made an arrest in a hit and run 
case from earlier this week. Troopers arrested Michelle 
Helton after they say she was driving along Kentucky 
1232 when she hit another woman with her mirror.

Mountain News at 
6

6-10-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic:  A church in Perry County opened its doors today 
to recovering addicts from Hickory Hills Recovery 
Center. The center helps men turn their lives around 
through a 6 to 12 month program.

Mountain News at 
11

6-10-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A two year old child was found unresponsive 
inside a hot car in Grant County. She later died. Now an 
investigation is underway to find out what happened.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-11-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police continue to search for an armed 
robbery suspect. It happened in Phelps when a man 
walked into a store, pulled out a gun and demanded 
cash.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-11-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Bell County school bus driver was arrested for 
allegedly inappropriately touching a student on multiple 
occasions. We talked to the superintendent about the 
charges against David Deitsch.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-12-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: He is accused of biting his baby and state police 
say he is now behind bars. Troopers arrested Eric Bays 
in Knox County. They say he wants help with his anger.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-12-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials in Jackson County are looking for those 
responsible for breaking into the Jackson County Road 
Department building. They took around $2,000 worth of 
equipment and also vandalized the building.

Mountain News at 
6

6-13-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s been one year since a man shot two Knox 
County deputies trying to serve a warrant. John Wesley 
Bays shot Claude Hudson and Keith Buster Liford. The 
men say they survived through a series a miracles.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-13-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: He walked onto a property that was not his with a 
baseball bat and now he’s behind bars. Deputies in 
Laurel County say 24 year old Patrick Sizemore Jr. was 
spotted on the front porch of a home trying to open the 
door.

Mountain News at 
6

6-13-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nearly 11 years with no answers. In 2007, 
someone murdered Brandi Daughterty and Mack 
Blankenship in Pike County. The family of Daughtery 
hope looking back will help the case move forward.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-14-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A toddler found wandering alone in Laurel County 
is now recovering. Investigators say not only was the 
child alone, they also discovered his mother and 
grandmother had beaten him with a belt. Deputies 
arrested Angelica Mason and Bobbi Cross.



Mountain News 
First at 4 

6-14-18 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are investigating a shooting in Pike 
County. The shooting happened between brothers and 
was almost one year after another shooting at the same 
home. 

Mountain News at 
5:30

6-14-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two people are behind bars accused of stealing a 
truck and thousands of dollars worth of items from the 
Lexington Parks and Recreation Department. Police 
found the truck on a country road in Rowan County, 
dozens of miles away.

Mountain News at 
6

6-14-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knox County mother is accused of getting 
drunk, leaving her kids alone and then doing burnouts. 
Deputies arrested Natasha Louise Henderson.

Mountain News at 
11

6-14-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The trial date is set for a former county treasurer 
in Jackson County accused of stealing thousands of 
dollars. 37 year old Beth Sallee was indicted for theft, 
wire fraud and identity theft.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-15-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Martin County man faces charges for allegedly 
breaking into a garage that belonged to a police chief. 
Michael Mullins is now in jail.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-15-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A mother was arrested because police say she 
left her kids alone in a car while she went into Walmart. 
Police say Gloria Sands left the kids, ages 11 months to 
11 years, in the car.

Mountain News at 
6

6-15-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man in Johnson County is accused of being 
drunk on a stolen child’s bicycle. Police arrested Michael 
Jennings.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-16-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge sentenced the man who attacked 
Kentucky Senator Rand Paul to 30 days in jail. Renee 
Boucher says the attack was triggered by Paul stacking 
yard debris near his property.

Mountain News at 
11

6-16-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Firefighters from nearly 24 departments tested 
their skills during the Appalachian Foothills Fire Muster 
held at Clay County High School.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-17-18 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Floyd County deputies found meth pipes inside 
the crayon box of a 2 year old. Child services was 
already at the scene when deputies arrived at the home 
of Kimberly Patton.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-18-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is recovering while deputies search for the 
person responsible for shooting him in Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia. Police say Chris Standifer was in his garage 
working when someone drove up and shot at Standifer 
through a window. We did follow-ups when the suspects 
were caught.

Mountain News at 
6

6-18-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man was indicted for allegedly 
murdering his mother. Police say Larry Hensley was 
initially charged with abuse in February for not taking 
care of his mother, Lue Hensley. She later died at the 
hospital.

Mountain News at 
11

6-18-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A woman in Laurel County says her home was 
broken into but the thieves did not get away with 
anything of value. Instead, they took something the 
homeowner says cannot be replaced. Surveillance video 
from a neighboring business caught the thieves on 
camera.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-19-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: In Powell County, police need your help finding a 
man wanted in connection to burglary charges. They are 
looking for 28 year old Justin “Judd” Townsend. 

Mountain News 
First at 4, 6

6-19-18 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Four people are facing charges after a missing 
Laurel County woman was found murdered. Among 
those charged are the woman’s daughter and son-in-
law. We interviewed the daughter in jail and a deputy.

Mountain News at 
6

6-19-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is behind bars in Magoffin County after 
police say they found him lying naked in the grass. 
Austin Johnson now faces several charges.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-20-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A mother is charged with wanton endangerment 
after a toddler was found alone in a hot car. Pikeville 
police say they found the 3 year old alone in the car. 
Tina Hamilton was arrested. We did a follow up on this 
later in the day.



Mountain News at 
6

6-20-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A doctor is suspended after being arrested for 
false imprisonment. Florida police arrested Morris “Will” 
Beebe. He is a doctor at Baptist Health in Corbin. He’s 
accused of doing nothing to help a woman who was 
beaten.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-22-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The arraignment for the man accused in a hit and 
run in Floyd County was delayed. Family members of 
the victim were upset that they were not notified about 
the delay for Kyle Collins.

Mountain News at 
6

6-22-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s been five years with no sign of a missing 
Central Kentucky woman. Brookelyn Farthing went 
missing back in 2013.

Mountain News at 
11

6-22-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials with the Clay County sheriff’s office say a 
man walked into the First National Bank in Manchester 
and robbed them. The man was arrested a short time 
later. 

Mountain News at 
11

6-23-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: For six weeks, children from across Perry County 
have been preparing for two plays they will be 
performing at the Summer at the Park event at Bobby 
Davis Park in Hazard. But one day before the event, a 
girl found several needles on the ground. Organizers 
say this kind of carelessness is frustrating.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-25-18 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: London police need help finding a man who 
slashed two tires on a vehicle in a Walmart parking lot.

Mountain News at 
6

6-25-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officers say a man stole from people in a 
Somerset nursing home while he was staying 
there.They say Roy Eugene Glover stayed in several 
rooms but he didn’t belong there.

Mountain News at 
11

6-25-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A complaint about shots fired landed four people 
in jail. Deputies in Knox County say they victim who 
called them was actually driving a moped.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-26-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials at the Floyd County Detention Center 
say suspects continuously try to smuggle drugs into their 
facility, even after they are arrested. We talked to jail 
officials about the lengths inmates will go to get the 
drugs in.

Mountain News at 
6

6-26-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County church congregation is cleaning up 
a big mess that they believe will financially hurt the 
church. There was a burned pew, stolen equipment and 
vulgar words written on the walls. No arrests have been 
made.

Mountain News at 
11

6-26-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is behind bars after police 
say he threatened to kill a woman and cut her tongue. 
Police arrested Shawn Kurt Mulrenin.

Mountain News at 
6

6-28-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a man jumped out of a police transport 
van and ran into the woods in Knox County. 40 year old 
Daniel Patterson was eventually found near the 
Barbourville water plant. He now faces escape charges 
in addition to previous assault and robbery charges.

Mountain News at 
11

6-28-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One person is dead in Lee County and police are 
looking for the man who shot him. Police say two family 
members were fighting when one of them grabbed a gun 
and shot the other. We continued to follow up on this 
with new information.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-29-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Floyd County woman allegedly driving under 
the influence now faces murder charges. Police say 
Kimberly Akers was driving in the Teaberry community 
when she hit another car, killing Heidi Hamilton and 
seriously injuring her fiancé.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-29-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police are conducting a death 
investigating after a man was found dead in his home in 
Floyd County. Officials say they don’t know much right 
now.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-30-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An inmate took off in Clay County. The jailer says 
Christopher Adkins ran away while on work release.

Mountain News at 
11

6-30-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As the weather begins to heat up, drivers may 
notice more motorcycles on the road. Both the state of 
Kentucky and Wildcat Harley Davidson teamed up to 
teach people motorcycle safety, giving tips on how to 



drive with more skill, while avoiding accidents.

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT/POLITICAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
6

4-5-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin vetoed a bill that would 
make it easier for agencies to leave the state’s troubled 
pension system.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-6-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Knott County Judge Executive Zach Weinberg 
called a special fiscal court meeting to declare a state of 
emergency due to several dangerous roads.

Mountain News at 
4, 6, 11

4-9-18 4pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Kentucky Governor Matt Bevin announced his 
decision to veto both the state budget and tax overhaul 
plans. The legislature still has two days to override the 
governor’s vetoes. We had reaction in all of our 
newscasts.

Mountain News at 
11

4-9-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Pikeville City Commission is taking action to 
honor fallen officer Scotty Hamilton. The city 
commission passed a proclamation that would make 
January 11th, Scotty Hamilton Day. The date 1-11 is 
symbolic because it’s the same as his cruiser number.

Mountain News at 
11

4-10-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The controversial pension bill is now law. 
Governor Bevin signed the bill today. He says the 
proposal takes a step in the right direction. We also had 
another story about local legislators meeting with 
concerned educators at the Mountain Arts Center in 
Prestonsburg.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-11-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s Attorney General is keeping his 
promise and fighting back against the pension bill. 
Governor Bevin signed Senate Bill 151 into law 
yesterday. Earlier today, Andy Beshear filed a lawsuit 
against Governor Bevin and Republican leaders, 
arguing the law breaks the contract between teachers 
and the state.

Mountain News at 
11

4-11-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin signed a new law that bans 
physicians from performing an abortion method called 
dilation and evacuation. The ACLU says the new law 
imposes serious harm on women’s health.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 11

4-13-18 5:30pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: The state legislature voted to override Governor 
Bevin’s veto of the state’s tax and budget bills. We had 
reaction from Frankfort.

Mountain News at 
11

4-14-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The 2018 legislative session is now over. 
Legislators approved a new state budget, pension 
system and new taxes on services. On the last day of 
the session, legislators spent the day tying up loose 
ends.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-16-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky House voted and passed a 
resolution condemning comments from Governor Bevin. 
The governor said teacher rallies in Frankfort canceled 
school, leaving students vulnerable to sexual abuse and 
trying drugs for the first time. The governor later 
apologized for his comments.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-19-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The fight over Kentucky’s troubled pension 
system went in front of a judge for the first time. 
Republicans passed a pension reform plan but Attorney 
General Andy Beshear, a Democrat, says it’s illegal. The 
judge hopes to make a ruling by July.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-23-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Students from Eastern Kentucky University will 
gather in Frankfort for what they are calling a funeral for 
higher education. The University is set to lose millions 
from state funding cuts. Many are concerned arts 
programs are being cut.

Mountain News at 
11

4-30-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In July, M-TV will debut a new reality show 
focused on the Pike County area and some young 
people. Some in Elkhorn City are worried the show will 
shine a negative light on the town. The mayor is even 
threatening to take M-TV to court over it.



Mountain News at 
11

5-1-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Congressman Hal Rogers was honored at the 
Lincoln Club Banquet in Somerset. The banquet 
highlights GOP leaders for their strong conservative 
values and leadership abilities.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-3-18 5pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Senator Rand Paul stopped in Pikeville to host a 
roundtable discussion about economic development in 
Eastern Kentucky. Paul met with dozens of regional 
leaders at the University of Pikeville’s campus.

Mountain News at 
11

5-3-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s auditor says a review of the state’s 
fire commission has turned up questionable 
expenditures. One question is spending $150,000 for 
firefighter competitions.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-8-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Voters in Kentucky are gearing up to vote on May 
22nd. State officials report more than 3.3 million 
Kentuckians are registered to vote. That’s roughly 
62,000 more than the 2016 general election.

Mountain News at 
6

5-9-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Booneville mayor Charles Long is 98 years old 
and has been the mayor for nearly 60 years! Today he 
was honored by the Kentucky River Area Development 
District for his lifetime of service during KRADD’s 50th 
anniversary celebration.

Mountain News at 
6

5-21-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In Pike County, one big thing happening in the 
election will be voting on candidates for county 
commissioners. In November of 2016, voters elected to 
change from a magistrate to a commissioner style 
government.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 5:30, 6, 
11

5-22-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We devoted much of our newscasts to primary 
election day in Kentucky. Ballots were full in many 
counties with various local offices up for grabs. We had 
reporters at many of the hottest races across the region. 
We also had some follow-ups on key races the next day.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-23-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Voters in Powell County decided to legalize 
alcohol sales. Supporters say they expect sales to begin 
in the county before the fall.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-23-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A math teacher will be running against a realtor 
this fall for a Kentucky Houses seat that’s now held by 
the majority floor leader. Travis Brenda’s win over 
Jonathan Shell comes on the heels of massive protests 
and rallies by teachers amid a controversial pension bill 
and cuts to education.

Mountain News at 
11

5-31-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: State Representative Rocky Adkins says he is 
strongly considering running for governor in 2019. We 
caught up with Adkins at a political rally for state 
representative candidate Tom Pope in Perry County.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-2-18 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Martin County Concerned Citizens Activist 
Group wants Attorney General Andy Beshear to 
investigate the county water district. In a letter, they cite 
financial mismanagement and limited accountability in 
the past.

Mountain News at 
5:30

6-7-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin and Attorney General Andy 
Beshear’s lawyers were in court today battling over the 
new pension law. Teachers made their thoughts known 
as they cheered and booed throughout the hearing.

Mountain News at 
11

6-7-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new act moving through Congress could help 
bring millions of dollars into Perry County and upgrade 
the aging water infrastructure in Hazard. City officials in 
Hazard say it could modernize water infrastructure and 
drastically improve water reliability in the area.

Mountain News at 
11

6-11-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: It’s been nearly three months since a deadly 
school shooting in Marshall County. Since then, around 
300 threats have been made at Kentucky schools. Now 
lawmakers are looking at ways to keep students safe, 
including putting resource officers in every school.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-13-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The county treasurer is resigning in Pike County. 
The move comes during a time when county finances 
are under scrutiny. Johnda Billiter has been with the 
fiscal court for more than 30 years and officials say her 
resignation stems from health issues.

Mountain News at 6-13-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Congressman Hal Rogers is touting an act that 



11 aims to combat the drug epidemic. The U.S. House 
approved the “Treating Barriers to Prosperity” act. In 
Appalachia, the opiod-related overdose rate is 65% 
higher than the rest of the nation.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

6-20-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: A judge ruled Kentucky’s new pension reform law 
was unconstitutional. We took a closer look at the ruling 
and had reaction from local educators and officials in all 
newscasts. We continued to follow the story the 
following day with strong reaction from Governor Bevin.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6

6-21-18 5:30pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec Newscasts Topic: A Bell County man is on the run after escaping 
from jail. Police are looking for Jordan Partin. We had 
live updates in both newscasts.

Mountain News at 
11

6-21-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Investigators call a Madison County home 
deplorable. They say seven children were living in the 
home filled with trash, bugs and feces. Neighbors 
spotting a little boy walking naked and alone down a 
road led them to the home.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-22-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Bell County teacher is facing federal porn 
charges. Police say he asked two high school boys for 
nude photos. 30 year old Jordan Ryan Turner, who is 
also an assistant basketball coach, is accused of using 
facebook messenger to ask the boys for the pictures.

Mountain News at 
6

6-23-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin stopped in Lee County today for 
a discussion on economic development possibilities in 
the region. He took a number of questions on a variety 
of topics.

Mountain News at 
11

6-29-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A federal judge is blocking Governor Matt Bevin’s 
“Kentucky Health” program. It would have required 
certain adults with non-disabilities to work or volunteer 
80 hours to keep their Medicaid benefits.

ISSUE:  EMPLOYMENT/ECONOMY/FINANCIAL CONCERNS

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-5-18 5:30pm Various Newscast Topic: We had three different stories on hundreds of 
new jobs coming to the region in Letcher, Breathitt and 
Rowan Counties.

Mountain News at 
6

4-7-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Appalachian Seed Swap was held in 
Pikeville for the 6th year in a row. We talked to folks 
participating.

Mountain News at 
11

4-7-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky 1120 in Breathitt County is now broken 
in half and it is because of water running under the road. 
Now completely impassable, community members are 
not able to reach S.C. Turner Grocery Store for food or 
gas.

Mountain News at 
6

4-8-18 6pm 1Min 30 sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds of cars, motorcycles and other vehicles 
packed the Perry County Central High School parking lot 
for the 23rd Save A Lot Raceday. All the money goes to 
help two families dealing with serious medical issues 
and large costs.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

4-19-18
4-20-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had live coverage from Hillbilly Days in 
downtown Pikeville in all our 4, 5:30 and 6 newscasts. 
The event brings thousands to the region and raises 
money for the Shriner’s Hospital in Lexington.

Mountain News at 
4, 6

4-19-18 4pm
6pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Governor Matt Bevin was in Hazard to announce 
the new Opportunity Zone initiative designed to help 
bring new business to struggling regions. He was also 
met with some education protestors. We covered both 
angles.

Mountain News at 
6

4-22-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The 42nd annual Hillbilly Days Festival is over. 
Officials say more than 100,000 people came to the 
event. Now officials with the city of Pikeville and vendors 
are working together to clean up and get back to 
business as usual.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-25-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Breathitt County School Board offered the 
superintendent’s position to Phillip Watts, who has been 
serving in an interim role.



Mountain News 
This Morning

4-26-18 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An iconic sign in Whitesburg was taken down. 
Officials say the RC Cola welcome sign is more than 60 
years old. The sign was starting to fall apart but several 
groups have stepped in to try and preserve it.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

4-26-18
4-27-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: The 31st annual East Kentucky Leadership 
Conference was held at the Hindman Settlement 
School. We had various reports on the sessions and 
awards banquet that brings leaders together from across 
the region. We also aired profile packages throughout 
the week on the award winners.

Mountain News at 
6

4-28-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Toys, books, clothes and more…all delivered to 
Hazard from Georgia. People from Faith Baptist Church 
in Stockbridge, Georgia set up in downtown Hazard to 
give out the items.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-29-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials across the region are relieved they will 
continue to receive coal severance money. The funding 
was in danger during the last legislative session. We 
talked to the Floyd County Judge Executive about it.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-1-18 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Big Sandy Rural Electric Cooperative 
Cooperation customers will soon see an increase in their 
monthly bills. A customer’s typical monthly bill will go up 
about $7. We did a follow-up on this later in the day.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-2-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Gas prices are going up. Triple A officials say the 
average in Kentucky is $2.72. We talked to drivers.

Mountain News at 
11

5-2-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Eastern Kentucky PRIDE and the Foundation for 
Appalachia Kentucky are teaming up to help organizers 
with Chandlerthinks to reach out to those who live in the 
mountains… hoping their insights will help promote 
tourism in Appalachia.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-4-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials from Kentucky Power say they need new 
transmission lines and a new substation to make power 
reliable for businesses at the Enterprise Industrial Park 
in Pike County. We attended a meeting about the 
project.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6

5-4-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm

Various Newscast Topic: At the top of a mountain in Knott County… 
campers, vendors and plenty of horses are camping out 
at the 10th annual Knott County Spring Trail Ride. We had 
live reports in all our newscasts.

Mountain News at 
6, 11

5-4-18
5-5-18

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had several stories on the Kentucky Oaks 
and Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs in Louisville. 
We also did several stories in our region with 
connections to the Derby.

Mountain News at 
6

5-5-18 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The city of Prestonsburg will host the elk lottery 
draw for the first time. The draw will be held on May 15th 
at the Mountain Arts Center. Thousands of people across 
the country apply to be a part of the elk lottery.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-6-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: 361 Adventures hosted “The Bluff”… a three 
hour, three event adventure race through the mountains 
around Prestonsburg. It included running, biking and 
kayaking.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-8-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: What if instead of looking for a job, employers 
came to you? That was the concept of today’s first ever 
reverse job fair in Perry County.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-9-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec        Newscast Topic: Hundreds of millions of dollars will be pumped 
into the region. RCL Chemical will locate in Floyd 
County. Officials expect to create more than 500 
construction jobs alone.

Mountain News at 
6

5-12-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec       Newscast Topic: Cars of all kinds lined Main Street in downtown 
Pikeville during the Cops and Outlaws Car Show in 
honor of Officer Scotty Hamilton. 

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-14-18 5am 45 seconds     Newscast Topic: If you are looking for a new place to find unique 
treasures, the US 23 Peddler’s Exchange in Pike County 
opened this weekend. More than 90 vendors set up 
shop, selling antiques, hand made goods and even floral 
arrangements 7 days a week.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-17-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec      Newscast Topic: Officials in Pike County say they negotiated a 
deal to get back $400,000 they invested in RCL 
Chemical back in 2014.

Mountain News at 5-17-18 11pm 45 seconds     Newscast Topic: There are potential changes coming for millions 



11 of people who need help paying for food. The House is 
expected to vote on a bill which includes increasing a 
work requirement for some people who rely on food 
stamps.

Mountain News at 
5:30

5-18-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec      Newscast Topic: Many families are starting to think about summer 
vacation, but this year, gas prices could take an extra 
toll on driver’s wallets. We talked to people along I-75 
about the rising costs.

Mountain News at 
6

5-20-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec     Newscast Topic: The Farmer’s Market is now open at the Perry 
County Park. To help draw in more people, these 
markets are making it much more than just an area to 
pick up local produce.

Mountain News at 
4, 6

5-25-18 4pm
6pm

1Min 30Sec     Newscasts Topic: We were live at one of the oldest festivals in the 
state. This is the 88th year for the Kentucky Mountain 
Laurel Festival. We had live reports in both our 4 and 6 
newscasts and also did weather live from downtown 
Pineville. We did another story the next day on the 
queen coronation.

Mountain News at 
11

5-25-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec    Newscast Topic: The Martin County Sheriff says he can no longer 
collect taxes because bills for their tax collecting 
software have not been paid. The sheriff says even 
more unpaid bills are threatening to shut down the entire 
sheriff’s department.

Mountain News 
This Morning

5-30-18 5am 45 seconds    Newscast Topic: Downtown Prestonsburg has seen a resurgence 
lately. Many local businesses have moved into 
downtown and a few of them are thriving.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-30-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec     Newscast Topic: Attorney General Andy Beshear announced today 
that he is once again working to file legislation to lower 
Kentucky Power’s utility rates. We attended a news 
conference with Beshear and local lawmakers.

Mountain News at 
6

5-31-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec    Newscast Topic: More than 2,000 people will join the Archery 
Shooters Association tournament in London. People 
travel from across the United States to shoot 3-D 
targets. We caught up with archers on the first day. 

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-1-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec   Newscast Topic: Pikeville Medical Center is cutting 130 
employees. The decision comes after officials say the 
hospital experienced its worst financial year.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-6-18 5am 45 seconds    Newscast Topic: Martin County Sheriff John Kirk confronted the 
Martin County Fiscal Court about unpaid bills. The fiscal 
court says they are not sure how, but they will try to pay 
the bills. We did a follow up later in the month when cuts 
in the sheriff’s department were announced.

Mountain News at 
6

6-11-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec    Newscast Topic: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
announced he is working with the Army Corp of 
Engineers and officials at the Breaks Interstate Park to 
expand the whitewater rafting season. We talked to local 
park officials about how this could boost the economy.

Mountain News at 
11

6-19-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: InVision Hazard is exploring the idea of helping 
create a city position to focus solely on bringing 
businesses back to downtown Hazard. We attended 
their meeting to learn why they believe the position of 
Main Street Manager is critical for the local economy.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-25-18 4pm 45 seconds     Newscast Topic: Three Eastern Kentucky non-profit organizations 
walked away with $25,000. Jenny Wiley Theatre, 
Buckhorn Children and Family Services and Hindman 
Settlement School were the top three winners in the 
Kentucky region of the Food City Charity Challenge.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-27-18 5am 1Min 30Sec     Newscast Topic: The Martin County Fiscal Court voted to cut the 
sheriff’s department budget by about $80,000. Patrol 
time and services are expected to be cut. However, 
Sheriff John Kirk hopes to keep his paid deputies. We 
talked to the judge-executive and the sheriff.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

6-27-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various    Newscasts Topic: The city of Pikeville’s highly anticipated newest 
business, Alltech’s Dueling Barrels Brewery and 
Distillery, held its ribbon cutting ceremony. We got a tour 
and talked to local officials about what this could mean 
for the region’s economy. We had coverage in all our 
newscasts.

Mountain News at 6-29-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec    Newscast Topic: Beginning July 1st, the sales tax on cigarettes is 



5:30 going up. Vendors tells us customers will not stop 
buying cigarettes, but they might eventually begin 
making their own.

Mountain News at 
6

6-29-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec     Newscast Topic: The Public Service Commission announced that 
beginning in July, Kentucky Power customers could see 
another decrease on their bills. The first one came back 
in January. We talked to customers.

ISSUE:  EDUCATION ISSUES

PROGRAM DATE PRG 
START
TIME 

SEGMENT 
LENGTH

TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News at 
6

4-1-18 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Teachers from across Kentucky are expected to 
show up at the state capitol tomorrow to protest the 
pension bill recently passed by the state legislature. 

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

4-2-18 4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts about a 
massive teacher protest in Frankfort. Many are angry 
about pension reform legislation and education cuts in 
the proposed budget.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-7-18 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Board of Regents at Eastern Kentucky 
University discussed the school’s budget cuts. Last 
month, EKU’s president proposed cutting millions of 
dollars that would affect around 200 jobs.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-10-18 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One school system now has metal detectors. 
East Bernstadt in Laurel County has installed the walk 
through metal detectors at all the school’s entrances.

Mountain News at 
5:30, 6, 11

4-11-18 5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: With only 6 days until another hearing about the 
possible closing of the Cordia School, the Knott County 
School Board used a clause in the contract between 
them and the Lotts Creek Community School to end 
their agreement before the 2018-19 school year, a 
decision that once again leaves the fate of the Cordia 
school up in the air.

Mountain News at 
6

4-12-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Several schools have closed tomorrow as 
thousands of teachers are expected to head to Frankfort 
again for a rally. Teachers are concerned about 
pensions and public education funding. We were live at 
a rally at the Laurel County Courthouse.

Mountain News at 
4, 6

4-13-18 4pm
6pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Teachers from across Kentucky are rallying in 
Frankfort. Many were from the mountains and some 
schools were closed today. We had a reporter in 
Frankfort to cover it.

Mountain News at 
6

4-15-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A group of students at Central Elementary in 
Johnson County are working on a project to help the 
homeless. The 4th, 5th and 6th graders are building a 
“mobile camper” to help those in need.

Mountain News at 
11

4-15-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Earlier this week, Eastern Kentucky University 
announced it is scrapping its marching band due to 
budget cuts. Now there is an effort to keep the music 
playing.

Mountain News at 
6

4-16-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In Frankfort, people from both the Lotts Creek 
Community School and the Knott County Board of 
Education met in circuit court. Nothing was decided 
about the future of the Cordia school after the Knott 
County board voted to end a lease with the school. 
Another hearing is expected in a few weeks.

Mountain News at 
11

4-17-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dr. Stephen Pruitt is no longer Kentucky’s 
Education Commissioner. Pruitt handed in his 
resignation to the state board of education. 

Mountain News at 
11

4-18-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard Community and Technical College put on 
a free workshop today for the community. The free class 
was on elder abuse.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-20-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical 
College nursing students in Middlesboro knew just what 
to do during a mock disaster complete with an 
explosion, ambulances and police.

Mountain News at 
11

4-21-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The East Kentucky Science Center and 
Planetarium celebrated National Astronomy Day. With 



Kentucky’s largest export being aerospace products, 
science center officials say it’s important to attract kids 
to the industry.

Mountain News at 
11

4-22-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A final performance after 30 years. One woman 
directed her last concert for the Southeast Community 
Choir. We were at the concert in Harlan.

Mountain News at 
11

4-25-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: School safety is on the minds of many students, 
teachers and parents these days. Officials in Johnson 
County hope to ease the minds of those in their district. 
Recently, they brought on a full time school resource 
officer to be in the hallways.

Mountain News 
This Morning

4-29-18 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The University of Kentucky is getting ready to 
open its new $200 million dollar student center.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-4-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students are dealing with no air conditioning at 
Phelps High School. Classes were dismissed early due 
to the problem. We talked to school officials about how 
they are trying to fix the issue.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-11-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students at Betsy Layne High School in Floyd 
County learned first hand about the dangers that come 
with distracted driving through the “Drive Safe Kentucky” 
program.

Mountain News at 
11

5-14-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: At a Paintsville Board of Education meeting, 
Superintendent David Gibson presented Mayor Bill Mike 
Runyon and the Paintsville Police Department with 
plaques honoring their commitment to student safety.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-21-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Cordia school teachers say they watched items 
unexpectedly being taken out of their classrooms by 
Knott County school employees. This comes after an 
ongoing lawsuit between Cordia and the Knott County 
Board of Education.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-23-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In the ever changing world of education, teachers 
and support staff are developing better ways to keep up 
with the changing times. Today a national forum held by 
the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative, or KVEC, 
took place in Hazard where educators learned more 
about microcredentialing.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-29-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Becoming an astronaut for a day… a mission 
several 5 to 10 year olds accepted at the Challenger 
Learning Center of Kentucky. The camp is the first of 
many the center will have for children this sumer.

Mountain News at 
6

6-1-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: WYMT held its annual Golf Classic at the 
Stonecrest Golf Course in Prestonsburg. Money raised 
goes to the Tony Turner Memorial Scholarship. We 
interviewed the scholarship winners.

Mountain News at 
6

6-16-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students with Hazard High School’s theater club 
spent the morning helping the Housing Development 
Alliance repair homes for people in need after the 
Housing Alliance built a set for them earlier in the year.

Mountain News at 
6

6-17-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pulaski County native and seven other 
developers are creating a video game about coal mining 
in Appalachia. The game is not only meant to be fun, but 
to break down stereotypes in the region.

Mountain News at 
11

6-20-18 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Children at the Challenger Center in Hazard got 
to play with tablets and use a system called “Tynker” 
that helps them design a video game. The program 
helps them learn basic coding skills.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-27-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The battle to keep the Cordia school in Knott 
County open continues. A judge heard arguments today 
and gave the Knott County school board and Cordia 
school officials what could be their final chance to work 
together to come up with a solution. They have two 
weeks and if nothing is worked out, the judge will decide 
if the school will close.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-28-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Alice Lloyd College in Knott County held its 
annual Alumni Purpose Day, where they ask alumni to 
give what they can to try and continue the work the 
college does in Eastern Kentucky.



ISSUE:  WEATHER/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
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TYPE DESCRIPTION

Mountain News 
This Morning, 4, 
5:30, 6, 11

4-3-18
4-4-18

5am
4pm

5:30pm
6pm

11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: A line of severe storms moved through the state, 
knocking down trees and power lines and also 
damaging some homes and businesses. We kept 
people updated as the storms moved through and did 
several reports on the damage they left behind.

Mountain News 
First at 4

4-5-18 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We have learned an EF-1 tornado hit Boyle 
County during severe weather earlier in the week. The 
storm destroyed a barn, blew a roof off a home and 
damaged other homes and buildings.

Mountain News at 
5:30

4-12-18 5:30pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: There is a risk of outdoor fires getting out of 
control due to the warm and windy weather conditions. 
Firefighters in a number of counties are on alert.

Mountain News at 
6

4-17-18 6pm 1Min 30sec Newscast Topic: A Whitley County road is closed until further 
notice. Officials say a stream washed part of Hayes 
Road away. 

Mountain News at 
11

4-20-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A landslide in the Leatherwood community of 
Perry County that came within 100 feet of homes on 
Clover Fork Road remains stable for now. Inspectors 
from the Division of Abandoned Mine Lands visited the 
site again today. We followed up about a month later 
when the landslide got much worse and hit a home.

Mountain News at 
11

5-15-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Letcher County officials say several people had to 
be rescued during flash flooding in the Kona and Payne 
Gap communities. Some homes were also damaged. 
We did a follow-up on the damage the next day.

Mountain News at 
11

5-18-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A massive tree uprooted during heavy rain and 
fell across Highway 7 in Perry County, shutting the 
roadway down. We were live with the latest.

Mountain News at 
6

5-27-18 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A BBQ restaurant in Pound, Virginia is recovering 
after an unexpected flood came with yesterday’s rainfall. 
We talked to the owners of Crooked Road BBQ about 
the damage. We did a follow-up a week later when the 
restaurant re-opened.

Mountain News at 
6

5-28-18 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Pathfork community in Harlan County is 
recovering after flash flooding. We talked to members of 
a church who had to wait for the water to go down 
before they could drive home.

Mountain News at 
11

5-29-18 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Crews are worried a landslide in Perry County is 
getting worse. We talked with workers and people living 
near the slide about how more heavy rain could cause a 
catastrophe.

Mountain News 
First at 4

5-31-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Three months ago we first told you about a bridge 
that collapsed in Letcher County, leaving a community 
stranded. Construction workers finally took the first step 
towards building a new bridge today.

Mountain News 
First at 4, 5:30, 6, 
11

6-18-18
6-19-18
6-20-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: We did several stories on the heat as 
temperatures reached the 90’s and the heat index was 
near 100 for several days. We had stories on safety tips, 
how people were dealing with the heat and a couple of 
stories on arrests of people in the region for leaving kids 
in hot cars.

Mountain News 
First at 4

6-20-18 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: For a month some flood damaged homes along 
Highway 119 in Letcher County sat without any sign of 
repair until a handful of organizations, including the 
Christian Appalachian Project, got in contact with 
officials in the county. We talked to the county judge 
executive and volunteers.

Mountain News at 
4, 5:30, 6, 11

6-26-18
6-27-18

4pm
5:30pm

6pm
11pm

Various Newscasts Topic: Flash flooding hit parts of the region hard as 
several rounds of strong to severe storms moved 
through the region. We had the latest on damage and 
reports from different counties in all of our newscasts.

Mountain News 
This Morning

6-28-18 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials in Bell County saved a man after he 
drove his truck into high water. We had video of the 
rescue and officials are urging folks to “turn around, 



don’t drown.”

*NOTE: Some local stories are approximated at 1:30-2:00 minutes but may be less or more and some air in various local 
newscasts. There may also be other interviewees found within scripts of local stories in addition to those listed.
*Note that some stories could fall into more than one category.


