
KCRW-FM Santa Monica

Programs & Issues for the first quarter of 2021 January, February, March

It has been determined that the following subjects are of concern to the community and have 
been considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community leaders, expert 
witnesses and the general public.

1. Environment and energy
2. Public health and safety
3. Police and law enforcement services
4. Housing and affordable housing
5. Fire and emergency services

The following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest: 

KCRW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 1st QUARTER 2021 JAN – FEB – MAR  

ISSUE                      DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM                               DATE  _________________

Public health and safety                                                                                                         
KCRW’s Jonathan Bastian talks with Emily Antes about the little known facts of living indoors. 
How does room temperature impact our cognitive performance? And do those tiny microbes 
hiding in our homes benefit our immune systems?                                                                       
‘Life Examined’ Creative, Healthy Indoor Spaces -- Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 2, 
2021 (19:00)

Police and public safety                                                                                                         
Hundreds of the president’s supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
forcing lawmakers to evacuate and leaving five people dead. House Democrats could vote as 
soon as next week on impeaching President Trump for a second time if he doesn’t resign.        
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021 (13:00)      

Police and public safety                                                                                                             
The nation’s capital will have extensive military presence next week when Joe Biden becomes 
the 46th U.S. president. On Inauguration Day, the National Mall will be closed. The Secret 
Service is taking all kinds of precautions to prevent another violent assault.                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 (10:00)    

Police and public safety                                                                                                             
U.S. military veterans were among the mob storming the halls of Congress last week. Last 
month, officials ordered a review of current policy around extremist/hate group activity within 
the military. Where should the Pentagon begin to address extremist activity within its ranks?     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 (09:00)   

Public health and safety, public health equity                                                                         
African Americans are about one and a half times more likely than white people to contract 
COVID-19, nearly four times more likely to be hospitalized, and nearly three times more likely 
to die of the virus, according to the CDC.                                                                                     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 (12:00)   ]

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
Since the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020, there’s been plenty of misinformation and 
conspiracy theories about the virus and vaccines. KCRW dispels the myths and rumors with 
Rita Shane, Vice President and Chief Pharmacy Officer at Cedars-Sinai Hospital in LA.             
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (09:00)   

Public health and safety, economy                                                                                           
President-elect Joe Biden wants to spend nearly $800 billion overhauling the American child 



care system including preschool and paid family leave, boosting salaries for child care workers,
and building new day care centers.                                                                                              
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (09:00)   

Public health and safety, education                                                                                          
Vaccinations are going slowly in California. The Los Angeles Unified School District 
Superintendent is offering to use schools as vaccine sites. More than 400 school nurses could 
administer the shots. The supply needs to be increased too.                                                       
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (08:00)   

Public health and safety, immigration                                                                                      
On President Joe Biden’s first day in office, he sent a comprehensive immigration bill to 
Congress that would put the U.S.’ estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants on a path to 
citizenship. They’ll be able to stay in the U.S. for the foreseeable future.                                     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (08:00)   

Environment and energy                                                                                                            
President Biden has signed executive orders returning the U.S. to the Paris Climate Accord 
and shutting down the Keystone XL Pipeline. But undoing the former administration’s 
environmental rollbacks could take years and Biden will need cooperation from Congress.        
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (08:00)   

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
COVID-19 mutations have emerged in the UK, South Africa, Brazil and California. Researchers
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center say a variant that originated in California accounted for half of 
all virus samples collected in LA labs last week.                                                                           
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 (08:00)   

Housing and affordable housing                                                                                               
Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law an extension of California’s eviction moratorium 
through June, allowing the state to use more than $2 billion in federal stimulus money to cover 
80 percent of missed rents from low-income tenants dating back to April.                                   
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 (12:00)   

Disaster response, public safety, infrastructure                                                                      
California has seen some heavy weather over the past few days: Highway 1 in Big Sur washed
into the ocean. Mudslides are happening in a part of Monterey County that’s still trying to 
recover from a wildfire last summer that burned 40,000 acres.                                                    
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 (12:00)   

Police and public safety                                                                                                             
The Department of Homeland Security issued a warning on Wednesday: The violence we saw 
after the January 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol could persist for weeks or months. A 
handful of Californians have been charged with “violent entry” into the Capitol and other federal
crimes. Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 
(09:00)   

Huosing and affordable housing                                                                                               
President Biden recently signed executive orders calling for an examination of policies around 
housing discrimination. Another order reaffirms the sovereignty of Native American tribes and 
condemned racism and xenophobia against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.                  
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 (09:00)   

Public health and safety, education                                                                                          
Governor Gavin Newsom announced the state will open community vaccine sites at Cal State 
LA and the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum. It’s part of a partnership with the federal 
government, as the Biden administration works to ramp up vaccine distribution nationwide.       
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 (09:00)   



Public health and safety, education                                                                                          
Many college towns dreaded students returning this semester, possibly bringing Covid-19 with 
them. The University of California, Davis offers free coronavirus testing and quarantine housing
not just to students and university employees, but to the nearly 70,000 Davis residents, as 
well.                                                         Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week 
prior to Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 (09:00)   

Public health and safety, education                                                                                          
The coronavirus pandemic is upending the college admissions process, but one silver lining is 
that high school juniors won’t need to take the SAT or ACT this spring. It’s unlikely they'll have 
to take it in the fall, either.                                                                                                             
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 (09:00)   

State politics, public health                                                                                                       
California Governor Gavin Newsom is facing his most serious threat of being in a recall 
election. More than a third of California voters say they would vote to oust him from office, 
according to a UC Berkeley poll. His job approval is now below 50 percent compared to 80 
percent previously.                                   Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week 
prior to Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 (09:00)   

Police and public safety, civil rights                                                                                         
Elderly Asian Americans in the Bay Area have been targets of violence in the past few weeks. 
Oakland’s Police Chief said on Monday, “Some in our community come specifically to 
Chinatown to target people. We know that they target our elderly.”                                             
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 (08:00)   

Economy, labor, public health and safety                                                                              
Salesforce is San Francisco’s largest private employer — with about 10,000 people working in 
the city. It also occupies the city’s largest building: Salesforce Tower. It’s the latest Bay Area 
tech company to announce a long-term shift to remote work.                                                      
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 (08:00)   

Immigration, public safety                                                                                                         
Thousands of migrants have been showing up at the U.S. Mexico border in recent weeks, 
hoping that President Biden’s more lenient immigration agenda means they’ll get a chance to 
cross after the White House said it planned to draft new rules for ICE in the coming days.         
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 (08:00)   

Transportation, infrastructure, public safety                                                                            
Central California is still reeling from a torrential storm bringing heavy rain, mudslides, and 
nearly a foot of snow in the mountains. One section of Highway 1 collapsed and closed the 
only artery through one of the most isolated stretches of the California coast — again.              
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 (08:00)   

Environment, economy                                                                                                              
People come from all over to watch from the shores of Dana Point in Orange County as whales
migrate to Mexico. Dana Point is also now the first Whale Heritage Site in the U.S. There are 
only three other Whale Heritage Sites in the world: Hervey Bay in Australia, the Bluff in South 
Africa, and Tenerife-La Gomera Marine Area in Spain.                                                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 (08:00)   

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
Governor Gavin Newsom is partnering with Blue Shield and Kaiser to distribute COVID-19 
vaccines. The contract with Blue Shield is now public, and the goal is to administer three 
million doses a week starting next month.                                                                                    
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 (08:00)

Environment and energy                                                                                                            
The central and southern U.S. continues to reel from a winter storm that brought snow, ice, 



and the coldest temperatures in decades. California also has had its fair share of blackouts 
from wildfires and heat waves, examples of how the country’s aging power grids can’t keep up.
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 (09:00)

Public health and safety, economy                                                                                           
Indoor museums are still closed — while malls, tattoo parlors, hair and nail salons have been 
open since Gov. Gavin Newsom lifted parts of the state’s stay-at-home order last month. So 
the gift shop is open at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art but the museum itself is not.     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 (16:00)

Labor, economy, public health and safety                                                                                
Covid-19 hit the U.S. in March 2020 and millions of people were suddenly out of work when 
everything shut down. Almost a year later, a new report from the consulting giant McKinsey 
and Company finds that a lot of those jobs aren’t coming back, even after the pandemic ends.  
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 (8:00)

Public health and safety, labor, education                                                                               
Coronavirus has dominated America’s collective consciousness for almost a year now. 
Meanwhile, another respiratory virus usually peaks this time of year: seasonal influenza. Tens 
of thousands of people die from the flu annually but not this year.                                               
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
While cases of Covid-19 and the flu are finally trending down, another illness appears to be 
rising fast. It’s called Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MISC). It's related to 
Covid and symptoms include high fevers and severe inflammation in the body.                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
One new coronavirus variant is homegrown in California according to new research coming out
of UC San Francisco suggesting California’s variant could account for 90 percent of infections 
in this state by the end of March. There are concerns that it’s more transmissible.                      
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
The Food and Drug Administration took a big step toward approving a Johnson & Johnson 
Covid-19 vaccine that appears to strongly protect against severe coronavirus cases and 
completely prevented hospitalizations and deaths in a big clinical trial.                                        
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety, health equity                                                                                     
Most people who come down with Covid-19 usually recover fully. But for about 10 percent of 
people, symptoms linger. They can experience extreme fatigue, muscle aches, breathing 
problems, and insomnia. There could be millions of these so-called "long haulers."                    
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety, labor, economy                                                                                
Video apps like Zoom, FaceTime, Skype, and Google Meet have been used for many different 
things during the pandemic, including job interviews, work meetings, school, friends and family.
Stanford researchers looked into the science behind people’s collective “Zoom fatigue.”            
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021 (8:00)    

Public health and safety, technology                                                                                        
KCRW’s Jonathan Bastian talks with Noreena Hertz, author of “The Lonely Century: How to 
Restore Human Connection in a World That's Pulling Apart,” about why more people are 
feeling cut off from the world. Are we trading convenience for a sense of connectivity?              
‘Life Examined’ Losing our Ability to Read Faces – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 
6, 2021 (31:00)    



Public health and safety                                                                                                             
When preschool-aged kids and adolescents are touch-deprived they become aggressive 
toward their peers. Studies show when infants and babies are touch-deprived, their physical 
and mental health becomes severely impaired. Are there ways to help with this during 
isolation?                                                                                                                                      
‘Life Examined’ Losing our Ability to Read Faces – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 
6, 2021 (19:00)    

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
One year ago, the World Health Organization declared the coronavirus a pandemic. Governor 
Gavin Newsom warned that gatherings of more than 250 people should be canceled, while the
head of LA County’s Department of Public Health announced the county’s first Covid death.     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 13, 2021 (08:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
President Barack Obama signed the Affordable Care Act (ACA) into law nearly 11 years ago.  
It didn’t just help more than 20 million people get health insurance, it fundamentally changed 
the kind of health care Americans get.                                                                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 13, 2021 (17:00) 

Police and public safety                                                                                                             
Home surveillance systems, like Amazon’s Ring doorbell cameras and Google Nest, have 
become valuable tools in police investigations. Ring even has a partnership with about 2,000 
police departments across the country, making it simple to request footage.                               
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 13, 2021 (08:00) 

Police and public safety, racial equity                                                                                      
Women of Asian descent were six of the eight victims killed in the shootings at three Atlanta-
area spas earlier this week. Their killings increased fear among members, who were already 
targeted for an increasing number of hate incidents since the coronavirus pandemic began.      
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 13, 2021 (08:00) 

Public health and safety, education                                                                                          
California public schools are a few weeks away from reopening some of their campuses, but 
private schools were among the first to restart in-person learning. They were often under 
pressure from parents who paid the bills or made hefty donations.                                              
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 20, 2021 (08:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
Last month, the National Institutes of Health announced a $1 billion four-year study to research
so-called “long Covid.” The symptoms may persist for months and can range from “mildly 
annoying to actually quite incapacitating.”                                                                                    
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 28, 2021 (12:00)

Public health and safety, economy                                                                                           
About 46 million Americans are now fully vaccinated against Covid-19 — some 18 percent of 
all U.S. adults — according to the Centers for Disease Control. As more people get their shots 
and more businesses reopen, a lot of people want to know: Now what?                                     
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 28, 2021 (12:00)

Environment and energy                                                                                                            
It appears that California is heading into another drought. Agriculture drinks up a lot of the 
water. What if you put solar panels on top of the aqueduct and nearby canals, shading the 
water and thereby preventing evaporation?                                                                                  
Press Play with Madeline Brand – Aired in the week prior to Saturday, March 28, 2021 (09:00)


