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Traffic accidents in Lac Du 
Flambeau 
 News 7/1/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two weekend traffic 

accidents in Lac du 

Flambeau leave one man 

dead and six others injured.  

The Vilas County Sheriff‟s 

dept and tribal police 

responded to a one vehicle 

rollover just before 3:00 

Saturday morning at 

Thorofare Road and 

Thunderbird lane.  35-year 

old Lance Mehling was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  Another rollover 

was reported that night at 

7:51 on Pokegama Lake 

Trail.  Six people were in the 

vehicle including a 31 year 

old woman, three, 13 year 

old girls and a 12 year old 

girl and three were airlifted 

to St. Joseph‟s Hospital in 



Marshfield.  The driver, 44 

year old Richard Allen of 

Lac du Flambeau was 

arrested on suspicion of 

OWI.   

Over 200 people died in 

Wisconsin boating 

accidents over the last 11 

years – and 85-percent of 

those victims were not 

wearing life jackets. Law 

enforcement stresses it‟s 

more important to wear a 

life jacket on boat, than it is 

to wear a seat belt in a car. 

That‟s because people fall 

out of boats more easily – 

and if they go unconscious 

without life jackets, they 

drown.  

Governor Scott Walker tours 

Wisconsin today, to 

promote the new state 

budget he signed into law 

yesterday. At a ceremony 

in Pleasant Prairie, the 

Republican Walker said the 

two-year, 70-billion-dollar 

package is, “a sharp 



contrast from where we 

were two years ago.” 

Walker said structural 

reforms and tough prudent 

decisions led to, “a great 

investment in the people of 

Wisconsin.” He‟s expected 

to sound those same 

themes during visits to 

Green Bay, Chippewa Falls, 

and La Crosse as the 

budget takes effect today.. 
 

 Lincoln co. officers hurt in 
jail scuffle 
 News 7/1/13 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Marathon County‟s new 

sheriff is not waiting for a 

committee‟s 

recommendations to 

reduce the possibility of 

another guard being 

attacked. Scott Parks said 

his department adopted 

new rules for prisoners, gave 

Taser stun guns to 

corrections‟ officers, and 

added film on windows so 

inmates cannot see guards 

walking down a hall when 

they‟re on the phone. 

Inmate Fredrick Morris has 

pleaded insanity to charges 



that he attacked 

corrections‟ officers Julie 

Christensen and Denny 

Woodward at the Wausau 

jail in March. A jail study 

committee was formed in 

response to that incident. Its 

recommendations for jail 

improvements are 

expected a week from 

today, Parks, who became 

the sheriff a few weeks ago, 

says he looks forward to the 

panel‟s ideas.  

In a related story, three 

Lincoln County corrections 

officers were hurt yesterday 

when they were attacked 

by an inmate.  The 28-year 

old Waupun man faked a 

seizure, jumped one female 

officer then two others 

while being moved to a 

different cell.  Additional 

charges may be filed. 

Wisconsin finally has its 27th 

state symbol. Governor 

Scott Walker not only 

approved the kringle as the 



official state pastry – he 

served it to those attending 

yesterday‟s ceremony in 

Pleasant Prairie where he 

signed the new state 

budget. The kringle is king in 

Racine, where President 

Obama went to a bakery 

to taste the sweet treat 

when he ran for re-election 

last year. State lawmakers 

of both parties agreed to 

add the kringle to the 

budget, after separate bills 

to create four other state 

symbols failed to pass 

during the last four years. 
 

Gas prices have dropped 
across the state  
 News 7/2/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Hwy 97 south of Stratford 

was closed for several hours 

late yesterday afternoon 

following a four vehicle 

accident that killed a 

woman.  The Marathon 

County Sheriff‟s office 

reported the crash around 

5:20.  Two others were 

taken to St. Joseph‟s 

Hospital in Marshfield for 

treatment.  Identities and 



the extent of the injuries are 

unknown at this time. 

Triple-A Wisconsin says the 

average price for gas has 

dropped considerably over 

the past two weeks. A 

spokesperson for the 

company says prices are 

averaging three-dollars, 

forty-six cents a gallon – 20-

cents lower from last week 

and 40-cents lower from a 

month ago. Up North 

average prices are in the 

$3.60 range.  Triple-A 

expects prices to remain 

stable, but any unexpected 

events could impact prices.   

B-P has agreed to pay a 7-

million dollar settlement 

resolving a class-action 

lawsuit filed in four states, 

including Wisconsin. It stems 

from the recall of four-point-

seven million gallons of 

tainted gasoline at 575 

stations and retailers in 

2012. The suit claims fuel 

from a B-P Whiting refinery 



caused vehicles to stall, 

hard start and cause 

mechanical damage. 

Indiana, Illinois and Ohio 

were the other states where 

recalls were issued. A 

federal judge must approve 

any legitimate claims. 

A black bear visiting 

campsites on one of the 

Apostle Islands has forced 

its closing to use overnight.  

While Sand Island is still 

open for daily use, 

authorities say the animal 

has been exposed to 

human food and is now 

dropping in and has 

damaged property.  Visitors 

are asked to make sure 

nothing is left unattended 

and to report any sightings 

immediately.   

 

  
Wausau couple back in court News 7/2/2013  1230p.530p 1:30 

 The State Supreme Court 

plans to announce 

tomorrow whether a 

Wausau area couple 

should be guilty of 



homicide, for praying 

instead of getting medical 

help for their dying 

daughter. Dale and Leilani 

Neumann want the justices 

to throw out their 2009 

convictions for second-

degree reckless homicide. 

11-year-old Kara Neumann 

died Easter Sunday of 2008 

from complications of 

diabetes after the couple 

failed to get medical help 

and insisted on faith healing 

instead. State law allows 

such faith-healing without 

making parents liable for 

child abuse. The Justice 

Department says homicide 

laws take precedence 

when a child dies, but the 

Neumanns‟ attorneys say 

the law is not clear in that 

regard. During oral 

arguments last December, 

Justice Pat Roggensack 

said the Neumann‟s original 

juries concluded that they 

crossed the line – and she 



asked why the Supreme 

Court should rule differently. 

Just over half of Wisconsin 

school districts will see their 

general state aid go down 

this fall, despite a statewide 

increase of just over one-

percent.  The Department 

of Public Instruction 

released preliminary district-

by-district totals and, 

because the school aid 

formula is based on 

spending and property 

values, the North takes a 

major hit.  On average 

some of the larger districts 

north of Hwy 8 will lose 15% 

of state aid and that 

translates to nearly $647,000 

for Rhinelander, 12,000 for 

Lakeland, 19,000 for 

Northland Pines and 

$350,000 for Tomahawk.  

The Merrill school district 

was hit with a 7% reduction 

but that translates to nearly 

1.2-million dollars.  Districts 

are still scrambling to 



recover what was lost in 

reductions from 2011.   
 

  
Crash in Marshfield News 7/3/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 56-year-old man died 

after a crash involving a 

bicycle and a semi-truck in 

Marshfield, shutting down a 

portion of Hwy 13 in the city.  

The accident occurred 

about 4:00 yesterday 

afternoon near the 

intersection of  Veterans 

Parkway and 8th Street.   

The man, who was not 

identified, was pronounced 

dead at St. Joseph's 

Hospital.   

Thirty states have better 

highway systems than 

Wisconsin according to a 

new report.  The Reason 

Foundation of California 

think tank analyzed 

national figures from 2009 

for things like road and 

bridge conditions, 

congestion, death rates 

and spending for 

improvements.  The study 



shows while Wisconsin 

increased road spending, it 

hasn‟t paid off.  Congestion 

and needed repairs 

contributed to the low 

rating.  Both urban and rural 

interstates ranked among 

the lowest in the nation. 

An aviation student from 

Minocqua and her flight 

instructor completed a 

trans-continental air race 

for female pilots. Amy 

Warbalow attends the 

University of North Dakota. 

She and flight instructor 

Katrina Kugler of Yuma 

Arizona finished 18th 

among 50 entrants in the 

24-hundred-mile Air Race 

Classic. They also finished 

sixth among the 13 

collegiate teams in the 

race from Pasco 

Washington to Fayetteville 

Arkansas.  

Merrill‟s becoming a good 

spot to buy a lottery ticket.  

Last week a 1.4 million 



dollar was sold at Drew‟s 

Piggly Wiggly and two days 

later, right across the street 

at the Pine Ridge 

Convenience Store, a 

Merrill woman and long 

time customer, won 82-

thousand dollars.  By the 

way, that first ticket hasn‟t 

been claimed yet. 
 

  
Mining in northern Wisconsin News 7/3/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The D-N-R wants more 

details before it lets 

Gogebic Taconite dig up to 

five tons of rock to test the 

mineral quality at its 

proposed iron ore mine in 

northern Wisconsin. The 

company recently asked 

the state to approve the 

bulk sampling, the second 

phase of its environmental 

testing in advance of a 

request for a mining permit. 

In a three-page response, 

D-N-R hydrologist Lawrence 

Lynch said the company 

would need to get a permit 

for managing storm-water 

as part of the sampling. The 



state also wants to know 

how Gogebic would 

manage blasting activities, 

prevent topsoil erosion, and 

handle things like drilling 

water and dust among 

other things. The D-N-R also 

questions the amount of 

time needed to take the 

bulk rock samples – and 

how long it might be before 

its drilling sites can grow 

new vegetation.  

The victim of Monday‟s 

fatal crash in central 

Wisconsin has been 

identified as 57-year-old 

Deborah Polzin of Stratford. 

She died after four vehicles 

collided late Monday 

about seven miles northeast 

of Marshfield on Highway 97 

in Marathon County. 

Five lighthouses are shut 

down for repairs at the 

Apostle Islands near 

Bayfield. Adjacent grounds 

are also closed at some of 

the five sites – and in some 



cases, the lighthouse docks 

were shut. The affected 

lighthouses are at La Pointe 

on Madeline Island – and at 

Sand, Devils, Outer, and 

Michigan islands. The 

National Park Service says 

the light stations can still be 

seen from nearby waters, 

and viewing from off-shore 

remains good. Also, the 

Raspberry Island lighthouse 

remains open. 
 

  
Building damaged by fire in 
Arbor Vitae News 7/4/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 One building was heavily 

damaged by fire in Arbor 

Vitae yesterday afternoon.  

Several area departments 

fought the blaze at Pukall 

Lumber just after 3:00 in the 

building behind the 

company‟s main office.  

Authorities said one person 

was working inside and was 

not hurt.  One firefighter 

was treated for heat 

exhaustion at the scene.  

The cause of the fire has yet 

to be determined. 



Federal and state health 

officials are investigating a 

listeria outbreak that may 

be linked to Wisconsin 

cheese.  Minnesota officials 

say one person died and 

another hospitalized last 

month after illnesses linked 

to Les Freres cheese, made 

by Wisconsin producer 

Crave Brothers Farmstead 

Classic Cheeses.  At least 

three other states have 

related cases.  Health 

officials say consumers who 

have purchased Les Freres 

cheese, Petit Frere cheese, 

and Petit Frere with Truffles 

should not eat it until more 

information is available. 

Officials advised distributors 

and stores to pull the 

cheeses from shelves. 

More Wisconsinites are 

staying home on this 

weekend. The Triple-“A” 

says almost 867-thousand 

people are expected to 

travel at least 50-miles from 



home – one-point-three 

percent less than a year 

ago. Officials say the lighter 

traffic is due mainly to a 

shorter holiday period this 

year. The Triple-“A” defines 

it as a five-day stretch 

between yesterday and 

Sunday. Last year, it was six 

days.  You may also want to 

top off the tank soon 

because the price of crude 

oil flew to over 102 dollars a 

barrel and with the tensions 

in Cairo, Egypt, analysts 

expect gas prices to take a 

hit once again. 
 

  
Officers busy over the 
Holiday weekend News 7/8/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Both on and off the road, 

law enforcement was busy 

across the North over the 

holiday weekend.  In the 

early morning hours of the 

Fourth, Tomahawk EMS and 

Lincoln County Sheriff‟s 

Department responded to 

a call on Chapman Cove 

Road in the town of Bradley 

where a 24-year old man 

fell off a moving golf cart, 



suffering injuries to his neck 

and face.  He was airlifted 

to Aspirus Wausau Hospital.  

Alcohol was involved.  Then 

just before noon a Lincoln 

County deputy was 

travelling west on County A 

and Hwy 51 when he saw 

two ATVs on the road.  The 

drivers, Ronald Domaika 

and Todd Schauer, both of 

the Tomahawk area, left 

the road into a ditch, lost 

control and were thrown 

from the vehicles.  Both 

denied medical treatment 

at the scene and were 

cited for operating an ATV 

while intoxicated.  Also on 

the Fourth, shortly before 

7pm Vilas County 911 

received a report of a one 

vehicle accident in Presque 

Isle.  22-year old James 

Kuedtke of Milwaukee was 

killed in the accident at the 

intersection of highways P 

and W.  He was alone in 

vehicle and pronounced 



dead at the scene. 

The DNR reminds hunters 

the application for fall 

licenses is coming up.  The 

deadline is August first for 

fall turkey, Canada geese, 

fisher, otter or wolves.  

Permit applications are 

available from authorized 

dealers, or from the DNR 

online or by phone. 

The Mega Millions jackpot 

starts over at 12-million for 

tomorrow night  after a 

ticket in Michigan won a 79-

million-dollar prize over the 

weekend.  Meanwhile, the 

Powerball jackpot is at 80-

million dollars for 

Wednesday night. 
 

  
New tourism ads this fall  News 7/8/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The head of the Wisconsin 

Taxpayers Alliance says 

residents will pay a high 

cost for the decision to 

borrow for new-and-

improved highways, instead 

of raising more money for 

them. Many Republicans 

said they had no choice 



and note that highways are 

crumbling after lawmakers 

of both parties transferred 

hundreds-of-millions-of-

dollars in road funds to 

schools and other items 

under former Democratic 

Governor Jim Doyle. The 

new state budget borrows 

close to a billion dollars for 

new road work. Todd Berry 

of the Tax Alliance says 

borrowing now accounts 

for 16-percent of all road 

revenues, compared to a 

six-percent a decade ago 

and officials will need to 

make tough decisions on 

how state road funds are 

spent – and some projects 

might have to be dropped 

to avoid more borrowing. 

Expect to see new 

Wisconsin tourism ads this 

fall, starring Green Bay 

Packers wide receiver Jordy 

Nelson. The Department of 

Tourism says the ads will run 

in Milwaukee, Chicago and 



the Twin Cities starting 

August 1. Nelson will also 

write a monthly blog during 

the football season at 

TRAVELWISCONSIN-DOT-

com. The commercial is 

directed by Wisconsin 

native David Zucker. 

Yesterday may have been 

Wisconsin‟s most humid day 

so far. As fast as the 

mercury rose the rains 

came down. Winchester in 

Vilas County had two-and-

a-third inches early 

yesterday. Burton in Grant 

County had one-and-two-

thirds‟ inches later in the 

day, and one-point-six 

inches fell near Medford. 

Boulder Junction had 

marble-sized hail with last 

night‟s storms. Forecasters 

say severe weather is more 

of a possibility tomorrow. 
 

  
Marathon Co. officers 
attacked in jail. News 7/9/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Back in March two 

Marathon County 

correctional officers were 

attacked in the jail, critically 



injuring one of them.  Since 

that time a panel created 

to examine problems at the 

facility and they found 

plenty.  The results of their 

findings were released at a 

news conference 

yesterday.  Poor 

communication, low 

morale, inconsistent training 

and ineffective 

administration were among 

the findings.  Other 

concerns included blind 

spots in the jail, 

overcrowding and no good 

place to search inmates 

returning from work release.  

Recommendations to deal 

with these issues include 

updating old equipment 

and implementing new 

policies for both inmates 

and officers.  The Sheriff‟s 

department says it‟s 

rearranging its budget to 

put more focus on these 

measures, since there‟s no 

new money to apply.  



Sherriff Scott Parks says his 

department will review the 

recommendations and 

continue to make safety a 

top priority.   

The Hazelhurt teen accused 

of burglarizing homes last 

year won‟t fight the 

charges.  Matthew Plewa 

pleased no contest to at 

least nine burglaries in both 

Vilas and Oneida Counties.  

He‟s accused of taking 

cash, jewelry, fishing 

equipment and taxidermy 

mounts from homes in Lake 

Tomahawk, Minocqua, 

Hazelhurst and Boulder 

Junction.  Sentencing is 

scheduled for September 

30th. 

The detour signs are up for 

traffic around Rhinelander.  

Kemp Street, or Hwy 8 into 

the city is closed for utility 

work and upgrades.  There 

are few alternatives to get 

through town and each of 

them have motorists 



backed up for blocks.  With 

the added pressure of the 

Hodag Country Festival this 

week, authorities urge 

patience while driving. 
 

  
Fireworks incident in 
Wausau News 7/9/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wausau Police are looking 

for a person who lit a 

firecracker and threw it into 

a house during the Fourth-

of-July weekend. Police 

captain Bryan Hilts said an 

unknown person opened a 

front door and threw the 

firecracker onto carpeting, 

where it exploded. The 

residents were in another 

room. Nobody was hurt. The 

carpeting had minor 

damage, and Hilts said it 

could have been a lot 

worse. 

Two Democratic state 

lawmakers asked Gogebic 

Taconite to remove armed, 

military-style security guards 

from its mining site in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

Company spokesman Bob 

Seitz said the guards were 



hired after teams of mining 

opponents quote, “dressed 

in black and wearing masks 

violently attacked our drill 

site” in June. Over $2000 

worth of damage was 

reported.  Yesterday, 

Senate Democrat Bob 

Jauch of Poplar and 

Assembly Democrat Janet 

Bewley of Ashland asked 

GTac president Bill Williams 

to remove, in their words, 

“the heavily armed masked 

commando security unit.” 

And that, “These kinds of 

security forces are common 

in Third World countries, but 

they don‟t belong in 

northern Wisconsin.” Seitz 

says GTac has no intention 

to remove them – or 

change them to friendlier-

looking guards. 

Country music lovers will 

find a new cooler rule 

enforced at this weekend‟s 

Hodag Country Festival in 

Rhinelander.  While carry in 



beverages are allowed at 

the site, coolers now must 

be no larger than 16-inches 

square.  Festival organizer 

Jerry Van Harpen says it‟s a 

safety issue because the 

larger coolers make it 

difficult for not only festers 

but emergency personnel 

to navigate through the 

crowds.   
 

  
Tornado touchdown in 
Central Wisconsin News 7/10/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The National Weather 

Service confirms a tornado 

touchdown in Central 

Wisconsin late yesterday 

afternoon.  A series of 

strong storms swept across 

the top half of the state 

bringing frequent lightning 

strikes, heavy rain and wind 

and a twister that hit the 

ground several times near 

Deerbrook in Langlade 

County.  There were no 

reports of damage or 

injuries.  Trees and power 

lines were dropped around 

Merrill where Wisconsin 

Public Service reported 



about 1000 people without 

power.   

Illinois became the final 

state in the nation to allow 

the public possession of 

concealed guns, just 

ahead of a federal appeals 

court deadline.  The state 

senate voted 41-17 

yesterday to override Gov. 

Pat Quinn‟s veto of the 

concealed carry legislation.  

The House took the same 

action earlier in the day.  

The Illinois state police must 

now be ready to accept 

applications within six 

months and over 300,000 of 

them are expected in the 

first year. 

A bench warrant has been 

issued for a Medford High 

School student accused of 

lying about overhearing a 

threat at the school in 

February.  17-year old 

Denarah Kitzman, who now 

lives in Michigan, failed to 



appear for her sentencing 

hearing in Taylor County 

Court Monday.  She was 

arrested February 22nd after 

a threat against students 

was found in a girls restroom 

at Medford High School.  

She was released on a 

$1000 signature bond in 

May.  Prosecutors were 

prepared to offer a plea 

deal in the case. 

And in sports, the 

Milwaukee Bucks traded 

forward Luc Richard Mbah 

a Moute to the Sacramento 

Kings for two second round 

draft picks. 

 

  
Flooding aftermath in 
Wisconsin News 7/10/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

 The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency will 

inspect the flooding 

aftermath in Wisconsin next 

week, to see if there‟s 

enough damage to public 

facilities to qualify for 

disaster aid. Governor Scott 

Walker asked FEMA for 

preliminary damage 



assessments in nine counties 

hard hit by floods and 

heavy rains last month.  

North central Wisconsin had 

one tornado, and maybe 

more yesterday afternoon. 

The National Weather 

Service said a twister kept 

going on-and-off the 

ground near Deerbrook in 

Langlade County around 4 

p-m. Authorities said it 

landed in fields and woods, 

with no damage except for 

tree debris. The same storm 

might have caused 

tornado damage an hour 

earlier to the west in Lincoln 

County. Trees and power 

lines went down near Irma 

and Gleason. The Weather 

Service said tornado 

touchdowns might have 

been possible in both areas. 

Later, funnel clouds were 

spotted during the six p-m 

hour at Red-granite in 

Waushara County, and 

Lake Poygan in Winnebago 



County. A mobile home 

tipped over near Oconto, 

where a couple homes had 

minor roof damage. 

Marinette had almost two 

inches of rain in two hours 

last evening. The Wisconsin 

Public Service utility reports 

only about 40 customers 

without power in 

Menominee County this 

morning. About a-thousand 

customers lost their 

electricity during the Lincoln 

County storms. 

Eight Wisconsin business 

people announced a new 

foundation today to help 

high-growth technology 

companies get off the 

ground. Unlike other 

venture capital efforts, 

contributors to the Bright-

Star Wisconsin Foundation 

will not get direct returns 

from the start-ups to which 

they donate. Instead, they 

would get tax deductions.  
 

  News 7/11/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30  Gogebic Taconite has 



Security added to Gogebic 
Tacinite firm 

temporarily pulled its 

military-style security guards 

from its mining site in 

northern Wisconsin. The firm 

admitted yesterday that 

Bullet-proof Securities of 

Arizona worked for six days 

without having a state 

license. Private security firms 

are required to be licensed 

– and if they‟re not, the 

penalties can run up to 500-

dollars and six months in jail, 

plus a one-year operating 

ban in Wisconsin. State 

safety officials did not say if 

they‟ll seek penalties. Iron 

County District Attorney 

Marty Lipske said he‟d look 

into it, and would take the 

firm‟s voluntary suspension 

of the guards into account. 

An armed standoff on July 

4th has an Antigo man in jail.  

22-year old Archie Biddell III 

is held on a $15,000 cash 

bond, charged with two 

counts of possession a 

firearm by a felon, 1st 



degree recklessly 

endangering safety, 

possessing a firearm while 

intoxicated, and failure to 

comply with an officer's 

arrest attempt.  Attempts to 

remove him from the home 

on Crestwood Road were 

unsuccessful until phone 

contact was made and 

Biddell later surrendered.  

Investigators found several 

firearms, ammunition and 

drugs.   Biddell is back in 

court July 22nd.  

 

Mainstage entertainment 

kicks off tonight at the 36th 

annual Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander.  The 

semi-official opening came 

last night with thousands of 

people patiently waiting all 

day to locate their lawn 

chairs.  The chair line is an 

annual tradition and within 

an hour everyone had their 

spot for the weekend.  



Marty‟s Party opens the 

show at 5:00, followed by 

Don Williams and Dustin 

Lynch.   
 

  
Scam warning in Minocqua News 7/11/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 There‟s a warning to 

area businesses from the 

Minocqua Area 

Chamber today about 

a telephone scam.  Kim 

Baltus tells us the caller 

says their company 

name is School Sports R-

Us and asking for 

donations and 

sponsorships for a T-Bird 

basketball calendar.  

The Lakeland school 

district says it does not 

support this program.   

You should be seeing 

more new vehicles on 

the highways. The 

state‟s Auto-and-Truck 

Dealers Association 

reports a nine-point-



three percent sales 

increase for new cars 

and light trucks in the 

first half of this year, 

compared to the same 

time a year ago. Over 

110-thousand new 

vehicles were sold at 

Wisconsin dealerships 

through-June, and truck 

sales led the way. 

Association president Bill 

Sepic says the auto 

industry continues to 

recover from the Great 

Recession. He says 

dealers are seeing more 

customers who put off 

new vehicle purchases 

during the economic 

downturn. Sepic says 

the rest of the year looks 

good, barring a big 

spike in gas prices or 

some other crisis. 
Lake Geneva is the only 



place in the country where 

mail is delivered by boat 

jumpers. It‟s a summer 

tradition that will be 100 

years old in 2016. Teens and 

college students are hired 

to ride a delivery boat, 

jump to mailboxes on the 

docks, and jump back in 

the boat. The craft never 

stops, and it serves about 60 

mansions along Geneva 

Lake. It runs every morning 

from mid-June to mid-

September. The U-S Postal 

Service pays a dollar-a-year 

to Gage Marine, which 

operates the Lake Geneva 

Cruise Line. Neill Frame has 

been the boat‟s captain for 

40 years. 
 

  
Hodag Country Fest in town News 7/12/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The owner of an Arizona-

based security company is 

defending the use of 

armed guards at Wisconsin 

mining sites. Bulletproof 

Securities president Tom 

Parrella told the Wisconsin 

State Journal that rifles are 



needed to protect those 

mines from opponents with 

strange or threatening 

behavior. Parrella says 

several mine opponents 

have allegedly posted 

death threats and other 

criminal retaliations and 

have already caused over 

$2000 in damgae. He adds 

that Bulletproof Securities 

will not put guards in a risky 

situation without a way to 

defend themselves.  Iron 

County Sheriff Tony Furyk 

said a new, Wisconsin-

based security team in on 

site. 

From its humble beginnings 

36 years ago, when a 

couple hundred people 

showed up, the Hodag 

Country Festival in 

Rhinelander has grown to 

the second largest country 

event in the nation, 

entertaining tens of 

thousands over its four day 

run.  The music began last 



night and wraps up Sunday.  

Among the headliners, 

Dierks Bently, Charlie 

Daniels, Neal McCoy, Eli 

Young band and others. 

The Wausau area is alive 

with outdoor sports this 

weekend. The Wisconsin 

Amateur Softball 

Association tournament 

opened yesterday at 

Sunnyale, D. C. Everest and 

Wausau East and West High 

Schools.  103 teams from 

around the state are taking 

part.  The event, running 

through Sunday, is 

expected to pump more 

than two million dollars into 

the local economy.  At the 

same time, at Wausau‟s 

Whitewater Park, 

competitors from more than 

15 states, Canada and 

Japan are participating in 

the American Canoe 

Association‟s Open Canoe 

Slalom Nationals and North 

American Championship.   
 



  
Hodag Fest packs up for 
another year News 7/15/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Traffic around Rhinelander 

will be bumper-to-bumper 

most of the morning as the 

remaining campers, by the 

thousands, leave the 

grounds of the Hodag 

Country Festival.  The 36th 

annual event wrapped up 

yesterday with 22-year 

veteran Neal McCoy 

closing the show.  The first 

entertainer on the stage 

was the first one to ever 

play at the festival when it 

began in 1978.  Leroy 

Vandyke said he didn‟t 

think the event was going 

to make it back then.  He‟s 

performed four times since.  

The local economy also 

gets a boost when tens of 

thousands of people show 

up.  Some business owners 

reported better than a 25% 

increase over the week.  

Organizers say the planning 

is already well underway for 

next year‟s Hodag, always 

the second weekend in 



July.  Travelers are 

reminded to be aware of 

the construction detours 

out of the city. 

In related news, 

management for Randy 

Travis have cancelled his 

September 18 and 19 shows 

at the Powawatomi Bingo 

Casino‟s Northern Lights 

Theater. The country music 

superstar remains in critical 

condition after suffering a 

stroke. Travis is reportedly 

sedated and resting. 

Concert officials say 

anyone who bought a 

ticket are entitled to a full 

refund by calling the casino 

box office or Ticketmaster. 

A South Dakota man has 

quite the fishing story to 

tell… setting a Wisconsin 

state record. The DNR 

certified the catch by Roy 

Stromsness of Sioux Falls, – A 

12-pound, four-ounce lake 

whitefish, caught on Lake 

Michigan near Sheboygan 



on July 9. The previous state 

record was set in 1977, it 

weighed 11-pounds, 11-

ounces.  
 

 
Rollercoaster gas prices for 
the summer  News 7/15/2013 1230a,530p 1:30 

Industry analysts predict 

roller coaster gas prices as 

we move deeper into the 

summer.  The price at the 

pump jumped by almost 20-

cents a gallon last week 

and experts blame a recent 

hike in crude oil prices, drop 

in US gas stockpiles and the 

unrest in Egypt, among 

other things.  The average 

price this morning in 

Wisconsin for regular 

unleaded was 3.65-point 

one cents a gallon.   

It might be a while before 

the U-S House completes its 

action on immigration 

reform. Majority 

Republicans decided last 

week to pass several 

smaller bills, instead of the 

comprehensive approach 

approved by the 

Democratically-controlled 



Senate. Also, the G-O-P 

caucus does not agree on 

what should be done. 

Wisconsin‟s five House 

Republicans are not in 

lockstep, either. Janesville‟s 

Paul Ryan says a path to 

citizenship is needed for the 

11-million undocumented 

immigrants who are now in 

the country. Sean Duffy 

hesitates to approve a path 

to citizenship – but he says 

immigrants need some 

legalization at the same 

time that the U-S does more 

to secure its borders. 

Republicans Jim 

Sensenbrenner, Reid Ribble, 

and Tom Petri all say they 

want to stop immigrants 

from entering the country 

before anything is 

considered for those 

already here. 

The Milwaukee Brewers 

enter the All-Star break with 

one of the worst records in 

the majors at 38-and-56, 



trailing only Miami for the 

worst winning percentage 

in the National League. 

Jean Segura and Carlos 

Gomez are at the All-Star 

Game to be played in New 

York tomorrow night. The 

Brewers resume play on 

Friday night at home 

against Miami. 
 

  
Stabbing in Mole Lake News 7/16/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Two 17-year-olds face 

charges relating to a 

stabbing Saturday night in 

Mole Lake.  The Forest 

County Sheriff's Office 

received a report of the 

incident just after 9:30. A 17-

year-old boy "appeared to 

have superficial wounds," 

according to a news 

release. He was arrested at 

the time, officers said.  The 

next day, deputies learned 

a 17-year-old girl was at a 

hospital seeking medical 

treatment and she was 

arrested.   The boy faces 

charges of disorderly 

conduct, substantial 



battery, obstructing law 

enforcement and violating 

his probation.  The girl is 

charged with endangering 

safety by a dangerous 

weapon, second degree 

reckless endangering 

safety, battery, and 

disorderly conduct.  

Investigators are still looking 

into the situation.  

A rock concert in 

Downtown Rhinelander 

tonight will still happen but 

future events are in doubt 

unless safety code 

violations are cleared up.  

The Elbo Room Lounge and 

Ballroom hosts LA-based 

band Buckcherry and ticket 

sales have been brisk, but 

the city council has been 

granting business owner 

John Mason extensions to 

get work done on the hall 

adjoining his bar 

downtown.  Now, there‟s a 

deadline of December 31st 

or the performances end.  



A number of safety 

changes have to be made, 

like installing sprinklers in the 

building that was built in the 

early 1900‟s.  As a condition 

to stay open tonight, Mason 

must have two off-duty 

firefighters and police on 

site.  While the council 

supports the downtown 

venue and the business it 

brings in, they‟re more 

concerned about the 

safety of the patrons.  Until 

the changes are made, no 

more than 299 people will 

be allowed in. 
 

  
Merrill Woman due in court 
for drunk driving deaths News 7/16/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 As Gogebic Taconite 

completes their drilling 

samples this week, a 

Stevens Point woman 

makes her first court 

appearance for last 

month‟s disturbance at the 

proposed site of the iron ore 

mine in Ashland and Iron 

counties.  26-year old Katie 

Kloth is charged in 

connection with a felony 



robbery, theft and criminal 

damage.  She was 

reportedly with a group of 

some 20 protesters who 

allegedly hid their faces 

with bandanas as they 

threw soda cans, shouted 

obscenities, damaged 

drilling equipment and 

destroyed a workers 

camera and cell phone.  

The damage totaled over 

$2000.  Her next court date 

hasn‟t been set.  Governor 

Scott Walker said yesterday 

he didn‟t blame Gogebic 

for bringing in the 

camouflaged security 

guards with assault rifles 

following the incident.  

A Merrill woman is due 

back in court next week for 

the drunk driving deaths of 

two friends. 25-year-old 

Ashley Baumann is charged 

with nine felonies in a crash 

13 months ago in Merrill that 

killed two of her three 

passengers, 31-year-old 



Misty Glisch and 33-year-old 

Jessica Hartwig.  

Prosecutors said Baumann‟s 

car was going almost 100-

miles-an-hour when it rolled 

over several times.  Her trial 

is set to begin in December 

unless there‟s a plea deal 

beforehand. 

Kronenwetter‟ s fire chief, 

Roger James and his wife 

were headed to their cabin 

for some cleanup work 

Sunday when he noticed a 

bank bag on the road.  It 

contained around 2-

thousand in cash and 

another couple grand in 

checks.  He took it to the 

sheriff‟s office in Merrill 

where the owner was 

notified.  If you can‟t trust 

the fire chief who can you 

trust? 
 

  
Ft. McCoy hosting Patriot 
training  News 7/17/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Fort McCoy is hosting the 

National Guard‟s annual 

Patriot training exercise this 

week. It‟s designed to show 

military units the strengths-



and-weaknesses of their 

emergency response plans. 

It also evaluates the ability 

of Guard members to 

respond to various types of 

disasters, while working with 

local-and-state response 

teams. Over two-thousand 

soldiers, airmen, and civilian 

first-responders from 26 

states are taking part in the 

Patriot exercise. It began 

Monday at the Fort McCoy 

Army base between Sparta 

and Tomah – and wraps up 

tomorrow. The Army 

Reserve is involved for the 

first time. Wisconsin‟s 

Regional Hazardous 

Materials‟ Response Team is 

among the civilian units in 

the exercise, along with the 

state‟s Disaster Medical 

Assistance Team. 

The Rhinelander School 

Board approved two 

vacant administrative 

positions.  Kelly Huseby is 

the new principal at 



Crescent Elementary.  She‟s 

currently with the 

Tomahawk district as the 

director of instruction, 

associate middle school 

principal and the title 

one/reading coordinator.  

Brian Paulson of Antigo will 

be the new 7-12 activities 

director.  He‟s the A-D with 

the Marion school district, a 

phy-ed and adaptive 

physical education 

teacher.  Both Huseby and 

Paulson will begin their new 

duties as soon as possible. 

Hwy 47 into Lac du 

Flambeau will be closed for 

several days at the end of 

the month as the DOT 

begins a $3-1/2 million 

dollar renovation project.  

Engineers will flatten the 

stretch between between 

County D and Bolton Lake 

Lane to eliminate the steep 

banks and add sidewalks.  

The work should be finished 

by October. 



And someone in Texas won 

the 20-million dollar jackpot 

in the Mega millions lottery 

last night. 
 

  
Gogebic taconite security 
under fire News 7/17/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

 The Sierra Club asked the 

state to reject the license 

application for a military-

style security firm at 

Gogebic Taconite‟s 

proposed iron ore mine in 

northern Wisconsin. Bullet-

proof Securities of Arizona 

had camouflaged guards 

with assault rifles at the site 

for six days – but the mining 

company withdrew them 

after it was learned they 

didn‟t have a state license. 

Bullet-proof filed the 

application last Friday with 

the state Department of 

Safety and Professional 

Services and expects an 

approval any day. The 

Sierra Club says “not-so-

fast.” Shahla Werner of the 

environmental group says 

the security tensions could 

result in tourists being injured 



at the site, which is public 

recreation land. The state 

licensing agency says it 

does not comment on 

pending applications. 

 

 

The eagle sculpture 

proposed for Dorr's Rock on 

the mill pond in Minocqua  

is no longer being pursued 

according to town 

chairman Mark Hartzheim.   

A full-scale cut-out of the 

sculpture was taken out to 

the rock and it proved too 

small to be recognizable 

from the sidewalk. Such a 

sculpture, if available, 

would have to be twice as 

large, meaning 750 lbs., 

and possibly twice as 

expensive. Also, the public 

was very divided on the 

issue, some enthusiastic 

about the idea, and others 

strongly opposed to altering 

what is already an iconic 

natural landmark. Some 



thought it would invite 

vandalism or theft. For all 

those reasons, the folks who 

had proposed this can say 

they looked into it 

thoroughly and are content 

to let the matter come to a 

close. 
 

 
Two vehicle crash in central 
Wisconsin News 7/18/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Little two-year-old boy Isaish 

Ties, missing since Tuesday 

night from his home in rural 

Centuria in Polk county was 

found dead by a law 

enforcement officer last 

night about 10:00.  He was 

last seen playing with his 

brother and the family 

called 9-1-1 as soon as they 

noticed he was missing. No 

other information is 

available at this time. 

A two-vehicle crash 

claimed the lives of two 

men in Central Wisconsin. 

The Waupaca County 

Sheriff‟s office says one of 

the victims drove his truck 

across the center line on 

Highway 54, near the town 



of Mukwa, when he 

collided with another truck. 

Both drivers were 

pronounced dead on the 

scene, their identities have 

not been released. 

For the second year in a 

row, University of Wisconsin 

Hospital and Clinics 

received the top hospital 

ranking in the state from U-S 

News and World Report‟s 

annual “Best Hospitals 

Ranking”. U-W Hospital and 

Clinics also received top 50 

national rankings in nine 

categories; including 

Cancer, Gynecology, 

Pulmonary and Urology. 

Wausau Aspirus Hospital 

was ranked among the top 

15% in the nation according 

to the survey.   

 

While the temperatures 

haven‟t fallen lately, the 

record have.  90‟s were the 

rule across the state 

yesterday and will be again 



today.  Wausau tied a 

record for the warmest 

overnight low at 75, as did 

many other locations.  Heat 

indicies were well into the 

hundreds with Boscobel in 

Grant county leading the 

way at 109.  Forecasters say 

this is a normal summer 

heat wave and after a 

break this weekend, it 

returns next week.  
 

 
Wausau woman going to jail 
for poisoning a dog News 7/18/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

It appears a Wausau 

woman will go on trial for 

allegedly poisoning and 

stabbing her ex-boyfriend‟s 

dog to death. Marathon 

County prosecutors could 

not reach a plea deal this 

week with 21-year-old Sean 

Janas. So a four-day trial is 

set to begin July 29th, with 

pre-trial issues to be settled 

on Monday. Janas is facing 

a pair of felony charges for 

poisoning and mistreating 

an animal, plus a 

misdemeanor count of 



obstructing police. 

For the second year in a 

row, Wisconsin farmers are 

allowed to harvest hay and 

graze cattle on state-

owned properties. 

Governor Scott Walker 

allowed the practice last 

year to help farmers survive 

one of the worst droughts in 

decades. Now, the state D-

N-R says farmers can take 

hay, and let their cattle 

roam for free, in parts of 32 

counties where a state-of-

emergency was declared 

for last month‟s flooding – 

and where disaster areas 

were declared for crop 

winter-kill caused by this 

year‟s long winter, including 

Langlade and Lincoln 

Counties.  

The Green Bay Packers cut 

a ribbon for the latest 

improvements at Lambeau 

Field. It marks the official 

opening of 66-hundred 



seats on two new decks in 

the South End Zone, as part 

of a 143-million dollar 

renovation which took a 

year-and-a-half to 

complete. The project also 

includes a new gate, suites, 

viewing platform, 

concessions, and sound 

system. The team paid the 

entire cost of the 

renovation, partially with 

the help of a quarter-million 

new stockholders who 

became N-F-L team owners 

in late 2011 and early 2012. 

 

 
Missing Wis. Rapids woman News 7/19/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Wisconsin Rapids Police 

Department is looking for 

help to find a 34-year-old 

woman, missing after failing 

to return home from La 

Crosse as she drove home 

from a trip to Missouri to see 

her father and son.  The 

family of Jennifer R. Wilson 

said she left La Crosse 

about 8 Tuesday night and 

had not returned to 



Wisconsin Rapids by 

yesterday afternoon.  

Wilson is driving a 2004 

beige Chevrolet Malibu 

with license plant number 

542TBD.  Wilson called her 

father Tuesday, saying she 

was in La Crosse and traffic 

was getting heavy, but 

that's the last he heard from 

her.  If you have any 

information, please contact 

the Wisconsin Rapids Police 

Department. 

The latest report from the U-

S Labor Department shows 

applications for new 

unemployment claims fell 

24-thousand to 334-

thousand nationally. 

According to the report, 

Wisconsin saw one of the 

largest increases in the 

nation for unemployment 

applications – up 2,870 with 

no reason given. The Labor 

Department says seasonal 

factors may be the reason 

for the national decline.  



A dead crow found in 

Woodruff tested positive to 

the mosquito-transmitted 

West Nile virus.  The health 

department yesterday said 

people need to be more 

vigilant in protecting 

themselves against bites.   

Printpack in Rhinelander 

plans to begin moving to 

their new location soon.  

The construction is a few 

weeks behind schedule 

because of the late winter, 

but bringing employees 

and equipment to the 

plant, now on the 17 bypass 

east of town, is on track for 

September.  That should be 

completed by next May 

and their old location on 

Kemp Street closed shortly 

afterward. 
 

 
Missing boy News 7/19/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

Folks in northwest Wisconsin 

may have lost a two-year-

old boy – but they gained a 

new trust in humanity. Polk 

County Sheriff Peter 



Johnson said 24-hundred-50 

people volunteered to look 

for young Isaiah Thies (ties) 

on Tuesday night and 

Wednesday. That was 

before a deputy found the 

boy‟s body late 

Wednesday night. Social 

media announced the 

need for searchers. The 

total number was two-and-

a-half times the population 

of nearby Centuria, which 

has just 950 residents. 

An 18-year-old woman is 

spending 30 days in jail, 

after she admitted lying to 

police about a threat she 

made at Medford High 

School in February. 

Denarah Kitzman was 

supposed to be sentenced 

July eighth, but she skipped 

the hearing – and was later 

picked up on a warrant in 

Iron County, close to her 

new home in Ironwood 

Michigan. Kitzman struck a 

plea deal with prosecutors 



in which she pleaded no 

contest to obstructing an 

officer, and a disorderly 

conduct charge.  

We‟ll find out tomorrow 

how the D-N-R could 

implement 62 ideas to 

improve Wisconsin‟s deer 

hunting.  The D-N-R 

recruited four “action 

teams” that have been 

working since March to look 

for real-life ways to adopt 

ideas made last year by the 

state‟s “Deer Czar” at the 

time, Texas hunting expert 

James Kroll. He proposed 

dozens of steps aimed at 

rebuilding trust between 

hunters and the D-N-R – 

much of which has been 

lost in recent years due to 

inaccurate deer counts 

and the state‟s failed efforts 

to control chronic wasting 

disease. Tomorrow‟s 

meeting begins at 10 a-m 

at the Dreyfus University 

Center at U-W Stevens 



Point. 
 

Court to decide whether 
Indians can deer hunt  at 
night. 
 News 7/22/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A federal court trial begins 

today to decide if 

Chippewa Indians can go 

deer hunting at night in 

northern Wisconsin. Judge 

Barbara Crabb of Madison 

will hear a week‟s worth of 

testimony. Crabb is the 

same judge who rejected a 

night-time deer hunt in 1989 

in the ceded territory where 

six Chippewa tribes have 

special hunting-and-fishing 

treaty rights. At the time, 

Crabb said night hunting 

was too dangerous. Now, 

the tribes say it‟s only fair 

that they be allowed to 

hunt deer at night, because 

the D-N-R allowed wolf 

hunting at night last fall. 

That angered the tribes, 

who say grey wolves are 

precious to their heritage. 

They also point to previous 

night-hunting allowed by 

the D-N-R to fight chronic 

wasting disease.  



A Phillips man died in an 

accident in Price County 

the sheriff‟s department 

reported over the 

weekend.  75-year old 

Everett Crist apparently left 

East Solberg lake road, 

Thursday night, hit a power 

pole and overturned.  He 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene.  Another crash, 

this one in Antigo Saturday 

afternoon closed hwy 45 for 

several hours.  First 

responders from Elcho and 

Antigo worked to free the 

occupants of two vehichles 

that collided head on near 

Summit Lake Road.  Both 

drivers were airlifted to area 

hospitals and their identities 

and condition are still 

unknown.    

Another Rhinelander 

graduate is hired by the 

district.  Mike Cheslock 

begins next month, 

pending final board 

approval, as the new 



community education 

program coordinator.  He‟s 

currently working in the 

Merrill School District as a 

grade school teacher and 

has a degree and 

experience in business and 

marketing. 
 

Clark Co. man in court for 
causing a death while dui 
 News 7/22/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

A Clark County man is due 

in court today, for allegedly 

causing a drunk driving 

crash that killed two 

passengers near Stevens 

Point. A bond hearing is set 

for 22-year-old Timothy 

Saavedra of Loyal. Portage 

County authorities want 

prosecutors to file charges 

of causing deaths and 

injury by drunk driving. 

Authorities said Saavedra‟s 

pick-up truck slammed into 

a group of trees around 

bar-time on Saturday 

morning. Melissa Peterson 

and Stephanie Eberhardt, 

both 21 from Wisconsin 

Rapids, were killed.  

Another man was seriously 



hurt. 

It‟s been a few years since 

lawmakers tried making 

English the official language 

of Wisconsin – but at least 

one Republican plans to 

bring it up now. De Pere 

Representative Andre 

Jacque is asking his 

colleagues to co-sponsor a 

bill for the fall session. It 

would require state and 

local governments to use 

only English for their written 

communications, with 

certain exceptions for 

public health and law 

enforcement. Jacque says 

he‟s reviving the issue 

because there is, 

“widespread agreement 

that you really need to 

have proficiency with 

English to pursue the 

American dream.” An effort 

to make English the nation‟s 

official language died in 

Congress in 2006.  



If you‟re a fan of the Food 

Network‟s, Food Court Wars 

program you know a 

couple Wisconsinites 

won…what you may not 

know is they opened their 

new restaurant, Casual 

Joes, in the Wausau center 

mall today.  Tyler Salisbery 

and Sarah Smith, both of 

Whitewater are serving up 

what they call Wisconsin 

style comfort food.  For 

winning the competition 

they have a year‟s free rent 

at the mall.   

 

 
DNR News 7/23/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The DNR says 

recommendations have 

been submitted for deer 

implementations and they‟ll 

be discussed in an online 

chat tomorrow.  Trustee 

project coordinator Eric 

Lobner with D-N-R says the 

Action Team submitted 

their version on Saturday, 

based on the 49 

recommendations from the 



deer implementation 

trustee, including a call for 

crossbow hunting seasons 

and a statewide ban on 

baiting and feeding – both 

need legislative approval. 

The next public chat on the 

issue is scheduled for 

Wednesday at noon and is 

open to the public on D-N-

R‟s Facebook page and 

website. 

Anyone traveling by air 

these days knows delays 

are possible but lately 

they‟re expected and 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee is not immune.  

CWA officials say the 

number of cancellations 

and delays are up over a 

third of what they were last 

summer and that‟s caused 

in part by service cutbacks 

at major hubs like Chicago 

that end up trickling down 

to CWA.  Travelers are 

advised to keep track of 

pending flights online or 



with a call to the airline.  

Last year Downtown 

Rhinelander struck a deal 

with AT&T to site a cell 

tower and now Verizon is 

looking to do the same 

thing.  The company 

already has one but there‟s 

no room left to support the 

additional equipment 

needed to upgrade 

services.  Several  options 

are being weighed 

including the property at 

city hall and because this is 

only the planning stage, 

Verizon cannot comment 

on the idea. 

The first player disciplined in 

baseball‟s performance 

enhancing drug scandal?  

Milwaukee‟s Ryan Braun, 

suspended without pay for 

the rest of the season. 
 

West Nile Virus News 7/23/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-W Madison‟s new 

chancellor says one of her 

main goals is to create a 

tuition policy that‟s fair for 

students, while raising 



faculty pay to keep the 

best from leaving. Rebecca 

Blank spent her first day on 

campus yesterday. The 

former acting U-S 

Commerce Secretary said 

a few months ago she was 

tired of Washington politics. 

Now, she‟s entering a 

whole new political 

firestorm stirred by the 

recent report the U-W built 

up millions-of-dollars in 

surpluses. Lawmakers were 

surprised, and they 

responded by freezing the 

U-W‟s tuition for two years. 

Blank said she‟s not worried 

that she won‟t be able to 

work effectively with the 

state government and its 

bureaucracy. 

Wisconsin recorded the 

summer‟s first human case 

of the West Nile virus. State 

health officials confirmed a 

Dane County resident had 

the mosquito-borne illness. 

The patient‟s age-and-



gender were not released, 

or if the person has 

recovered. Ten birds died 

from West Nile throughout 

Wisconsin, with most of the 

cases confirmed in the last 

week, including one in 

Woodruff, and officials 

consider them a precursor 

for human cases. Last year, 

four Wisconsinites died and 

53 others fell ill to the virus – 

the most since officials 

began tracking the disease 

in 2002. 

Local elected officials in 

Rhinelander have to deal 

with budgets, taxes, road 

construction and a myriad 

of other day to day issues 

and now, chickens.  The 

Protection of Persons and 

Property committee is 

considering allowing city 

residents to own the fowl, 

and is in the process of 

developing the regulations.  

The issue could get to the 

city council early this fall. 
 



 
Mining protestors camping in 
Iron Co. forest land News 7/24/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Legal action is 

recommended against 

mining protestors camping 

on Iron County forest land 

longer than their two-week 

permit allows. In Hurley 

yesterday, the County 

Board‟s Forestry Committee 

voted 5-to-nothing to 

pursue both civil-and-

criminal charges against a 

camp organized by the Lac 

du Flambeau Tribe. The full 

County Board will meet 

next Tuesday night. District 

Attorney Marty Lipske will 

be asked to spell out the 

supervisors‟ legal options. 

The camp has been running 

since mid-May, close to 

where Gogebic Taconite is 

doing exploratory work for 

its proposed iron ore mine – 

much of which would be on 

public land. Officials said 

the group could have 

opted for an occupancy 

permit longer than two 

weeks, but it didn‟t. 



Speaking of space, when 

it‟s limited, sometimes a little 

creativity is necessary.  And 

so it goes on the Island City 

of Minocqua, especially 

downtown.  When Woody 

Woodruff, the executive 

director for the Campanile 

Center for the Arts saw the 

opportunity to expand 

parking he took the idea to 

the town board.  A home 

near the Center had been 

for sale but sat empty.  So, 

the town bought it to 

create more parking for 

visitors.  With a full slate of 

summer activities and 

business, local shop owners 

welcome the addition.   

About 17-thousand people 

are expected to attend the 

annual stockholders‟ 

meeting of the Green Bay 

Packers today. They‟ll get a 

rosy financial report 

showing the N-F-L‟s only 

publicly-owned team made 

record revenues, net 



income, and operating 

profits last year. This year‟s 

team goes for its fifth 

straight playoff 

appearance and its second 

Super Bowl title in the last 

four years. 
 

 
Schools with Indian team 
names are under fire News 7/24/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A state Assembly 

Republican plans to 

introduce a bill next month 

to repeal the 2009 law 

which forces schools to 

drop Indian team names if 

they‟re found to be 

discriminatory. 

Representative Steve Nass 

(nahss) of Whitewater has 

talked before about 

repealing the law. His policy 

adviser Mike Mikalsen 

admits it would be an 

“uphill struggle” to get 

lawmakers to go along. The 

new proposal comes after 

the Mukwonago School 

Board voted on Monday 

night to ignore a state 

appeals court ruling which 

upheld the 2009 law, and 



keep using the schools‟ 

long-standing “Indians” 

nickname and logo.  Mike 

Allen, the head of the 

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal 

Council condemned 

Mukwonago‟s decision to 

keep the “Indians” name. 

A former state probation 

agent convicted of stealing 

painkillers from criminals 

could be facing new 

charges for a recent family 

disturbance near Wausau. 

Kim Hoenisch (hay-nish) was 

arrested last Tuesday, after 

she allegedly got into a 

fight with her sister at their 

mother‟s house in the 

Marathon County town of 

Berlin. Hoenisch is 

scheduled to be sentenced 

August 12th, after she 

pleaded no contest to 

entering homes of offenders 

she supervised and taking 

their painkillers. Now, 

prosecutors are considering 

charges for the recent 



family fight.  A court date of 

July 30th was set to 

consider possible charges in 

the new case. 

The first state chapter of 

Let‟s Go Fishing kicks off in 

Rhinelander today and 

tomorrow.  The program 

provides free fishing and 

boating excursions to 

seniors or people without 

access to the waters.  The 

ceremonies take place at 

Hodag Park from 10-2 both 

days. 
 

 
Traffic accident in St. 
Germain New 7/25/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Still no word from the Vilas 

County Sheriff‟s 

Department about a traffic 

accident yesterday 

morning in St. Germain.  

Three people were 

hospitalized after the two 

vehicle crash when one of 

them veered into the 

oncoming lane.   

The maker of salsas sold at 

Dollar Tree and Deals, Dollar 

Express and Dollar Bills stores 

nationwide is recalling the 



product after large glass 

pieces were found in some 

jars.  Olam Tomato 

Processors Inc. announced 

the recall of its Mild Chunky 

Salsa with best-by dates of 

June 2015 and October 

2015, and Medium Chunky 

Salsa with a best by date of 

July 2015.  A company 

spokeswoman  says the 

glass got into the product 

during the beginning of the 

manufacturing process, 

when some of the glass jars 

were damaged. The pieces 

were not detected by X-

rays at the plant because 

the machines were not 

calibrated to detect large 

glass pieces.  

Major League Baseball 

Commissioner Bud Selig 

says he is “proud” of the 

league‟s drug-testing 

policies, saying it‟s the 

toughest in all sports. 

Speaking with reporters at 

Miller Park in Milwaukee, 



Selig wouldn‟t comment on 

the investigation 

surrounding Brewers slugger 

Ryan Braun, but says he is 

pleased the investigation is 

comprehensive, thorough 

and fair. Braun was 

suspended for the rest of 

the season just two days 

ago, amid allegations of 

using performance-

enhancing drugs then lying 

about it.  Meanwhile, the 

fallout begins surrounding 

Braun‟s endorsement deals 

as Wisconsin-based Kwik 

Trip severed ties with him as 

a spokesman. 

Nobody won the Powerball 

jackpot last night, so it goes 

up to 196-million dollars for 

the next drawing on 

Saturday. 
 

 
Harley Davidson announces 
increase in quarterly profits News 7/25/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Six of Wisconsin‟s eight U-S 

House members voted to 

end the National Security 

Agency‟s collection of 

Americans‟ phone records 

and e-mails. That effort fell 



short, when the House 

voted 217-to-205 yesterday 

to spare the massive 

surveillance project. 

Janesville Republican Paul 

Ryan and La Crosse 

Democrat Ron Kind were 

the only Wisconsin members 

voting to preserve the N-S-A 

program. 

Wisconsin‟s Harley-Davidson 

reports a 10-percent 

increase in its quarterly 

profits from a year ago. The 

company says more riders 

are buying new Harleys – 

and it resulted in a profit of 

272-million-dollars, of 1.21-a-

share, for April-through-

June. Harley dealers sold 

just over 90-thousand new 

bikes in the second quarter 

of this year, up from almost 

86-thousand at the same 

time last year. As a result, 

Harley‟s world-wide 

revenues totaled just under 

one-point-eight billion 

dollars – about 60-million 



more than the previous 

year. Harley-Davidson is 

based in Milwaukee, with a 

northern Wisconsin plant in 

Tomahawk. 

State lawmakers are 

considering a modified bill 

to let folks stay on the 

popular do-not-call list for 

telemarketers, without 

having to re-register every 

two years. A committee is 

reviewing a new measure 

from Assembly Republican 

Keith Ripp of Lodi (low-die). 

It would merge the state‟s 

no-call list with a national list 

from the Federal Trade 

Commission. The bill had a 

Senate hearing earlier this 

year, where consumer 

officials pointed out 

administrative problems. 

The new bill seeks to 

eliminate those problems. 

Phone numbers would stay 

on the list as long as they‟re 

tied to their current 

customers – and new 



people would only have to 

register once. 
 

 
Merrill man ordered to stand 
trial that he killed his wife News 7/26/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Merrill area man has 

been ordered to stand trial 

on charges that he killed his 

wife, and dumped her 

remains in the woods near 

Medford. 49-year-old Mark 

Bucki was bound over for 

an arraignment today, 

during a preliminary hearing 

in Lincoln County Circuit 

Court. The defense wanted 

to reduce Bucki‟s two-

million-dollar bond, but the 

judge said no. The next 

hearing in the case is 

August 29th, when a trial 

date could be scheduled. 

Authorities said Bucki and 

his 48-year-old wife Anita 

were discussing a divorce 

just before he reported her 

missing in late April. Her 

remains were found in mid-

May about 20 miles from 

the couple‟s home. An 

autopsy showed Anita was 

stabbed seven times, and 



had severe bruises around 

her throat. It was not 

immediately determined 

when Bucki will enter pleas 

to his three felony charges – 

first-degree intentional 

homicide, hiding a corpse, 

and strangulation-and-

suffocation. 

If you think you‟ll get an 

automatic pay raise right 

now from the new state 

income tax cut – you‟re 

wrong. State officials say 

they will not change the 

amounts that employers 

should withhold from 

paychecks to reflect the 

650-million-dollar statewide 

tax cut in the new state 

budget. Instead, the cut will 

be reflected in the tax 

tables that you‟ll see with 

your 2013 income tax return 

you‟ll file early next year. 

The only way you can get 

the benefit now is to ask 

your employer to change 

to the next-lowest 



withholding level. Todd 

Berry of the Wisconsin 

Taxpayers Alliance says the 

average person has too 

much withheld anyway – 

up to 25-percent too much 

in some cases. 
 

 
Merrill man on trial News 7/26/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Merrill area man has 

been ordered to stand trial 

on charges that he killed his 

wife, and dumped her 

remains in the woods near 

Medford. 49-year-old Mark 

Bucki was bound over for 

an arraignment today, 

during a preliminary hearing 

in Lincoln County Circuit 

Court. The defense wanted 

to reduce Bucki‟s two-

million-dollar bond, but the 

judge said no. The next 

hearing in the case is 

August 29th, when a trial 

date could be scheduled. 

Authorities said Bucki and 

his 48-year-old wife Anita 

were discussing a divorce 

just before he reported her 

missing in late April. Her 



remains were found in mid-

May about 20 miles from 

the couple‟s home. An 

autopsy showed Anita was 

stabbed seven times, and 

had severe bruises around 

her throat. It was not 

immediately determined 

when Bucki will enter pleas 

to his three felony charges – 

first-degree intentional 

homicide, hiding a corpse, 

and strangulation-and-

suffocation. 

If you think you‟ll get an 

automatic pay raise right 

now from the new state 

income tax cut – you‟re 

wrong. State officials say 

they will not change the 

amounts that employers 

should withhold from 

paychecks to reflect the 

650-million-dollar statewide 

tax cut in the new state 

budget. Instead, the cut will 

be reflected in the tax 

tables that you‟ll see with 

your 2013 income tax return 



you‟ll file early next year. 

The only way you can get 

the benefit now is to ask 

your employer to change 

to the next-lowest 

withholding level. Todd 

Berry of the Wisconsin 

Taxpayers Alliance says the 

average person has too 

much withheld anyway – 

up to 25-percent too much 

in some cases. 
 

Traffic accident north of 
Wausau 
 News 7/29/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Hwy 51 just north of Wausau 

was closed last night 

following a traffic accident.  

Marathon County officials 

say one woman was 

hospitalized after her 

northbound car hit another 

vehicle, rolled over into the 

median and ended up in 

the southbound lanes.  The 

accident occurred at 51 

and County K about 7:30.  

The highway was closed 

about two hours. 

As the temperatures fell to 

unseasonal levels over the 



weekend, records also 

tumbled.  Over a dozen 

cities across northern and 

central Wisconsin set new 

record low maximum 

temperatures Saturday.  

Rhinelander‟s high of 55 

beat the previous low 

maximum temperature of 

66 last set in 1991.  A nearly 

100 year old record fell in 

Antigo when their 55 

degree reading eclipsed 

the old temperature of 63.  

Merrill only warmed to 57 

degrees beating the 1915 

record of 63.  Records were 

also set in Wausau, 

Wisconsin Rapids, Stevens 

Point and Marshfield. 

Milwaukee is getting ready 

to host the nation‟s 

governors this week. 

Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker and local tourist 

officials expect a ton of 

national media coverage 

from the annual meeting of 

the National Governors 



Association. It runs from 

Friday through Sunday at 

the Wisconsin Center 

convention hall in 

downtown Milwaukee.  

Walker‟s planned three 

major social events for the 

governors – including 

batting practice with former 

Brewers on Thursday night 

at Miller Park, a motorcycle 

ride to the Harley-Davidson 

Museum on Friday, and a 

party at the Discovery 

World Museum on Saturday 

night which includes 

fireworks. Protest groups 

also plan to show up. 

Nobody won Saturday so 

the Powerball jackpot is up 

to 325-million for 

Wednesday night. 
 

Single plane crash in Lake 
Mich.  
 News 7/29/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Officials and family 

members are at a loss to 

explain why a single-engine 

plane crashed in Lake 

Michigan Saturday 

afternoon, killing two 



people. The pilot has been 

identified as 75-year-old 

William Gensler of Racine, 

originally from St. Germain, 

who ran an aviation 

company at his home-town 

airport. His passenger has 

not been identified. The 

plane went down in Lake 

Michigan about a mile-

and-a-half east of Cudahy. 

Divers, rescue boats, and 

helicopter crews spent over 

six hours searching for the 

missing 1975 Piper Arrow. 

Federal officials are 

investigating.  

Wisconsinites another 

chance to comment on 

mining. The Natural 

Resources Board must 

change its administrative 

rules to reflect what the 

governor and Legislature 

approved this spring. The 

Board‟s expected to set a 

date for a public hearing 

on the new rules when it 

meets in Baraboo on 



August 14th.  

Wisconsin‟s latest effort to 

improve walleye fishing is in 

full swing. It was only a few 

weeks ago when the 

governor and Legislature 

approved eight-point-two 

million dollars to upgrade 

the state‟s hatcheries, and 

produce larger walleye 

fingerlings. The Art em/kee 

hatchery in Woodruff  is in 

line for two-million-dollars in 

enhancements, plus 

another two-million in 

repairs. Walleye fingerlings 

are expected to increase 

from 50-thousand smaller 

fish to 75-thousand larger 

ones in both 2013-and-‟14. 

The overall production of 

large fingerling walleye is 

expected to grow from 

about 145-thousand fish to 

170-thousand at all state 

hatcheries over the next 

two years. 

Unseasonally cold 

temperatures set records 



again overnight.  Fifield in 

Price County hit 37 this 

morning.  Cities from 

Rhinelander to Oshkosh 

broke record low maximum 

temperatures through the 

weekend. 
 

 
Popularity of lotteries 
growing in Wisconsin News 7/30/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The popularity of lotteries is 

growing in Wisconsin.  A 

recent report from the 

legislative audit bureau 

shows a nearly 11% growth 

over the last five years and 

in the last fiscal year that 

totaled almost 550-million 

dollars.  The increase is 

reportedly due to the $20 

instant games, addition of 

the mega millions lottery 

and the increase in 

powerball ticket prices. 

The world‟s largest air show 

is underway in Oshkosh. E-

A-A spokesman Dick 

Knapinski says several 

thousand airplanes arrived 

at the AirVenture show 

yesterday, with many more 



to come. About a half-

million people are 

expected to attend the 

event. About 10-thousand 

airplanes and over 25-

hundred show planes will 

be at the event, along with 

800 exhibitors to 

demonstrate the latest 

innovations in aviation. 

AirVenture runs until August 

4, 

Planning for downtown 

rhinelander‟s potatofest is 

well underway, with the 

event set for the end of 

august.  The YMCA of the 

Northwoods is getting into 

the fun, sponsoring the 

couch potato race.  

Participants will decorate 

and attach wheels to a 

couch  where five member 

teams will push a rider in a 

race.  Registration is open 

and information is available 

at the Y in Rhinelander.  

Potatofest info is available 

on the DRI Website or their 



facebook page. 

Also in August, if you attend 

a home Brewers game you 

get a 10-dollar voucher.  

Team owner Mark Attanasio 

says they want to show their 

appreciation to the fans 

because of the poor 

season and suspension of 

Ryan Braun.  The vouchers 

are good for food, drinks, 

merchandise and tickets.   

 

 
Mining in northern Wisconsin News 7/31/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Iron County Board last 

night postponed action 

whether or not to allow a 

group opposed to mining to 

continue camping on 

county forest land.  At least 

for now.  The camp, 

organized by the Lac 

Courte Oreilles band of 

Chippewa indeas has 

occupied a site near the 

proposed Gogebic 

Taconite mine since mid-

May.  County officials say 

it‟s become a squatters 

village and in violation of 



county ordinances by not 

having a permit.   

While not widely noticed in 

Rhinelander there are 

businesses relying on rail 

transportation but a vital 

link to the area is in need of 

repair.  Governor Scott 

Walker recently a bill 

supporting the freight 

railroad preservation 

program and the area 

could benefit if there‟s 

enough need.  Over the 

next two months affected 

businesses will be surveyed 

to determine the extent of 

the service needed to justify 

what could be a multi-

million dollar project to 

maintain adequate rail 

service to the Rhinelander 

area.   

Beginning tomorrow 

parents can begin applying 

for vouchers to the school 

they‟d want their kids to 

attend.  The application 

period runs through August 



ninth.  To qualify, a family 

needs to be at or below 

185% of the federal poverty 

level, or just over $43-

thousand a year for a family 

of four.   Many private 

schools have been 

marketing to parents to 

attract new students in 

advance of the application 

window.  Wausau Newman 

is one them.  Zion Lutheran 

in Rhinelander did not take 

part this year, opting 

instead to study the 

program.  The 25 schools in 

the state with the most 

interest from parents will be 

part of the program. 
 

 
Protest camp near Gobebic 
is not going away News 7/31/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A protest camp near the 

Gogebic Taconite mining 

site is not going anywhere – 

at least for now. The Iron 

County Board delayed 

action last night on seeking 

civil-and-criminal charges 

against members of the Lac 

Courte Oreilles Indian tribe. 

The board sent the matter 



back to the county‟s 

forestry committee, which 

contends that tribal 

members violated a two-

week camping permit. A 

one-year permit was 

originally issued, but the 

committee reversed it. 

County forest administrator 

Joe Vairus says the site has 

become a squatters‟ 

village. Lac Courte Oreilles 

tribal chairman Mic Isham 

wrote a two-page letter 

asking to sit down with 

county officials. Forestry 

committee member Jim 

Lambert said he did not see 

the letter, but it could be 

enough of a reason to 

delay legal action. 

A court hearing was 

delayed yesterday for a 

family disturbance 

allegedly caused by a 

former state probation 

agent convicted of stealing 

painkillers from criminals. 

Kim Hoenisch (hay-nish) was 



awaiting sentencing for her 

painkiller theft convictions, 

when she allegedly got into 

a fight with her sister on July 

16th. Marathon County 

authorities said Hoenisch 

also smashed a phone in 

the incident, which 

occurred at her mother‟s 

house north of Wausau. She 

was arrested later that day, 

and was freed on a 

signature bond. Authorities 

say Hoenisch faces possible 

charges of battery and 

disorderly conduct. Online 

court records did not 

indicate that the charges 

were filed as of this 

morning.  Hoenisch is still 

scheduled to be sentenced 

August 12th, after she 

pleaded no contest to 

entering homes of offenders 

she supervised as a 

probation agent and took 

their painkillers.  
 

Interview 
 Phone 7/30.13 8:33am 3:00 

Talked to Bill Neider from the St. Germain 
Chamber about the upcoming “Pig IN the 
Pines” Rib festival. 



Interview  Phone 7/30/2013 8:20am 3:00 
Talked to Nancy Gehrig from the Oneida 
C. Fair board about  the upcoming fair.  

 
Interview Phone 7/31/2013 8:33am 3:00 

Talked to Mike Bernard about the 
upcoming Firemans picnic and raising 
money for the fire dept.   

Interview Phone 7/17/13 8:32am 3:00 

Talked to Rita Mazur about the upcoming 
Relay For Life event to benefit the 
American Cancer Society 
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Marathon co. traffic accident News 8/1/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One man was hurt in a 

Marathon County traffic 

accident last night.  Just 

before 7 a northbound car 

on Hwy 51 apparently rolled 

over a guard rail just before 

the Wisconsin River bridge 

in Rothschild.  The name of 

the victim still wasn‟t 

available early this morning 

but he was taken to an 

area hospital and the 

injuries were not serious.    

Governor Scott Walker is 

expected to appoint a new 



Vilas County Sheriff in the 

next few weeks and the 

candidates are lining up.  

Frank Tomlanovich died 

suddenly in June and chief 

deputy Joe Fath has been 

filling in, something he‟d like 

to do permanently.  Capt. 

Russ Kennedy is also 

interested.  Five others have 

also applied.  The term ends 

in January of 2015 before 

having to face a general 

election. 

The Oneida County Fair 

begins today…the annual 

event, held at Pioneer Park 

in Rhinelander opens with 

formal ceremonies at 5:00 

and live music throughout 

the evening.  Rides, 4-H 

exhibits, food, animals, and 

much more are available 

on the grounds.  The fair has 

seen various locations 

across the county since it 

began in 1896, including 

the airport, Lake Tomahawk 

and Hodag CountryFest 



grounds. 

This could be welcome 

news if you‟ve ever waited 

forever in line at the DMV to 

renew your license plates.  

You can now use a new 

service to renew them 

online and have the sticker 

and proof of registration in 

just a few days.  You can 

also sign up for email and 

text alerts when plates are 

up for renewal.  All the 

information and registration 

is at D-O-T – dot – Wisconsin 

–dot- gov.   

 

  
Mining in northern Wisconsin News 8/1/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Gogebic Taconite now 

says it may not have to use 

explosives in the next phase 

preliminary work for its new 

iron ore mine in northern 

Wisconsin. The company 

issued a response this week 

to concerns the D-N-R 

raised almost a month ago 

about the sampling of 

underground rock at the 

site. The company says it will 



examine much of the rocks 

left behind from a 1960 U-S 

Steel mining operation. If 

the review is successful, the 

firm would create fewer 

sampling sites with no need 

for blasting. The company 

said it would create a 300-

foot safety perimeter with 

fencing, to keep people 

away from the heavy 

equipment and possible 

blasting. The D-N-R had also 

ordered Gogebic to outline 

its plans to restore the 

sampling sites, and re-

establish vegetation. Much 

of the land is in the state‟s 

Managed Forest program. 

That means the public can 

hunt, fish, hike, and cross-

country ski on the land – but 

they cannot bike, camp, or 

drive motor vehicles there. 

Central and Northern 

Wisconsin fun kicks into high 

gear beginning today with 

a number of high profile 



family events.  The 

Wisconsin Valley Fair 

opened yesterday in 

Wausau to thousands and 

the Oneida County Fair 

begins their entertainment 

and midway tonight.  In St. 

Germain the annual Pig in 

the Pines Ribfest began 

serving over the lunch hour 

and continues through 

Saturday.  This weekend it‟s 

the Mary Mile in Minocqua 

and the 37th annual Arbor 

Vitae Firemans‟ Picnic and 

Mother Nature promises to 

cooperate. 

Nobody won the top prize 

last night so the Powerball 

jackpot is up to 290-million-

dollars for Saturday night.  

 

  
Deadly crash in Manitowish News 8/2/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Alcohol and speed may be 

the cause of a deadly 

crash early yesterday near 

Manitowish Waters.  The 

jaws of life had to be used 

to remove the 20-year old 



Minocqua man from the 

wreckage after the pickup 

stuck a tree on Powell 

Road, shortly after 1:00.  He 

was pronounced dead 

about an hour later.  

Despite being identified 

online in social media, the 

Vilas County Sheriff‟s office 

has not officially released 

the name. 

Over a year ago, 21-year 

old Cody Christjohn was 

sent to prison on three 

burglary convictions.  Now 

the Langlade County man 

pleaded no contest to 

similar charges in Oneida 

County.  Christjohn 

admitted breaking into an 

ATM at Wayne‟s World in 

the town of Schoepke and 

stole money from 

Boondock‟s in Monico in 

December of 2011.  Six 

other charges, mostly 

misdemeanors were 

dismissed in a plea deal.  

He‟ll be sentenced August 



15th. 

Last minute changes to the 

recently passed state 

budget will raise property 

taxes more than originally 

projected.  The Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau yesterday 

revised its estimates, initially 

released in April.  The 

nonpartisan group found 

taxes on a median-valued 

home will go up 1.7% this 

year and 1.9% next year.  

Additional funding for 

schools helped boost the 

rates. 

MHLT 8th grader Asha Jain 

has a lot to brag about 

today.  The 13-year old 

Minocqua student hit the 

ground at Central Wisconsin 

Airport last night from St. 

Petersburg, Russia, the 

winner of the National 

Geographic World 

Championship.  She and 

two other team members 

bested students from 17 

other countries to capture 



the gold medal.  They beat 

out Canada and India in 

the final round. 
 

  
Name released in vehicle 
crash News 8/2/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Vilas County Sheriff‟s 

department has released 

the name of the Manitowish 

Waters man killed in a one 

vehicle crash early 

yesterday morning.  Ezekiel 

Jonas died after his pickup 

left Powell Road shortly 

after 1:00 yesterday 

morning and struck a tree.   

The Jaws of Life were 

necessary to remove him 

and he was then flown to 

Howard Young Medical 

Center in Woodruff where 

he was pronounced dead 

about an hour later.  The 

preliminary investigation 

determined alcohol and 

excessive speed were 

factors in the accident. 

The D-N-R will conduct a 

public hearing this month 

on Gogebic Taconite‟s 

plans to sample eight-

million pounds of rock at its 



iron ore mining site in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

The firm was originally 

planning to use explosives 

to pry out much of the rock. 

But after the D-N-R 

expressed concerns, 

Gogebic now says it may 

not have to blast and 

instead use excavating 

equipment to pull the rock 

from up to five locations on 

the property. Folks can 

learn about the process 

and make comments at the 

hearing August 15th at 

Hurley High School. The D-N-

R is also taking written 

comments until September 

third. 

The last time Wisconsin‟s 

largest teachers‟ union 

lobbied for a say in the 

state budget it cost over 2-

million dollars in a futile 

effort to save collective 

bargaining privileges lost in 

Act-10.  WEAC‟s lost a third 

of their membership since 



then and are now making 

their case at the local level 

to promote their cause and 

save money.  Other public 

unions have also cut their 

lobbying expenses 

dramatically. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. officials are 
investigating a dead body News 8/5/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Authorities in Lincoln 

county are investigating the 

death of a 51-year old 

Milwaukee man whose 

body was found yesterday 

morning in Smith Lake, north 

of Tomahawk.  The body 

was discovered floating 

near a boat and officials 

said no life jacket was 

found.  An autopsy is 

planned for today to 

determine the cause of 

death.  Witnesses said the 

man was fishing by himself 

early yesterday morning. 

Forty eight private and 

religious schools in 33 

Wisconsin communities 

registered to be a part of 

the state's newly expanded 



voucher program.  The vast 

majority of those schools 

are in the southern parts of 

the state.  Only Nativity 

Catholic School in 

Rhinelander and Wausau 

Newman are the only area 

schools taking part.  No 

more than 500 students can 

be in the program next 

year.  Only the 25 schools 

that receive the most 

applicants can participate.  

Parents who wish to enroll 

their children in the 

program can get more 

information and submit 

applications online through 

August 9th.   
 

A lawsuit halted 

construction on highway Y 

in western Oneida county.  

Pitlik and Wick of Eagle 

River was awarded the 

paving contract but a bid 

from Northeast Asphalt from 

Appleton was $1400 lower 

and state law requires the 

lowest bidder wins.  Two 



men with no ties to the 

project brought the suit 

saying the county wasn‟t 

being fair and is playing 

favorites.  The work was set 

to begin early last month 

but hasn‟t started and is 

now in danger of losing 

nearly a quarter million 

dollars in state funding if the 

project isn‟t finished in time.   
 

  
EAA Air show wraps up News 8/5/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Experimental Aircraft 

Association wrapped up its 

annual Air-Venture Show at 

Oshkosh yesterday. E-A-A 

chairman Jack Pelton said 

his group achieved one of 

its biggest goals just by 

putting on the week-long 

flight festival. That‟s after 

the Federal Aviation 

Administration imposed a 

surprise 447-thousand-

dollars in air traffic control 

fees due to the federal 

budget sequester. The E-A-

A paid the fee under 

protest so it wouldn‟t have 

to cancel the show. A 



request for a refund is still 

pending in federal court. 

Also, Pelton wanted a safe 

show, and he achieved 

that. Over a half-million 

people have attended the 

E-A-A Show in recent years 

– and we‟ll find out soon 

how many attended this 

year. It did attract a record 

number of exhibitors, with 

821. 

 

Rhinelander-based NRG 

Media has a new general 

manager.  Terry Peters, 

currently in Des Moines, 

Iowa will take over the 

position August 26th.  The 

vacancy was created with 

the passing of Steve 

Albertson to cancer in early 

July.  Peters bring with him a 

vast amount of radio 

experience from the local 

level to major market, 

satellite and network 

broadcasting as well as 

Internet and wireless 



ventures.  The Northwoods 

has been a family vacation 

destination for years and he 

currently has family living in 

Minocqua.  The NRG 

network includes this station 

and six others.     

 

The third-highest Powerball 

jackpot ever is up for grabs 

Wednesday night. The top 

prize will be at least 400-

million dollars, after nobody 

won the jackpot Saturday 

night.  In Mega Millions, the 

jackpot is at 20-million for 

tomorrow night. 
 

 Gogebic Tacinite back in the 
news 
 News 8/6/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A military-style security firm 

received a state license – 

and state officials say they 

won‟t penalize the 

company for working 

without one. Gogebic 

Taconite rankled mining 

opponents when it hired 

the Arizona firm of 

Bulletproof Securities in 

response to a theft and 

vandalism incident in June. 



The firm‟s armed guards 

worked for a week in early 

July, before they were 

pulled because they didn‟t 

have a state license. The 

company could have been 

fined or face jail time but 

nothing happened. The Iron 

County district attorney‟s 

office first said it would 

consider charging the 

security firm, but later said it 

would defer to the state. 

Now, GTac says it will use 

the Bulletproof firm along 

with others who‟ve been 

working to protect site. 

The man found in Smith 

Lake north of Tomahawk 

has been identified as 51-

year old Michael Kontowicz 

of Glendale.  He was found 

near his boat early Sunday.  

Yesterday‟s autopsy was 

inconclusive according to 

the coroner‟s office and the 

results of additional tests 

should be ready in two 

weeks to determine the 



cause of death. 

Police in Barron County are 

searching for a law 

enforcement officer  

considered armed and 

dangerous.  43-year-old 

Brad Young is an officer 

from the Waupun area, 

wanted in Green Lake 

County for burglary and 

vehicle theft.  He was 

spotted in Barron County 

last night, where sheriff's 

deputies say he led officers 

on a high-speed chase 

before crashing into a 

wooded area between 

Rice Lake and Cumberland 

then took off on foot.  

Multiple jurisdictions , 

including SWAT teams, 

continue the search. 

 

Wisconsin service members 
benefit from two new state 
laws  
 News 8/6/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin service members 

will benefit from two new 

state laws signed yesterday 

by Governor Scott Walker. 

One allows soldiers with 

financial problems to get 



up to 25-hundred dollars in 

assistance from a check-off 

fund on state income tax 

returns created two years 

ago. Previously, only a 

soldier‟s or Marine‟s family 

could get the help. The new 

bill allows the troops 

themselves to get the 

assistance, and they no 

longer have to be on active 

duty when they apply. The 

second new law changes 

travel reimbursements for 

active National Guard 

members, so the state 

payments are the same as 

the federal ones. Walker 

says it will make their 

paperwork easier. 

The Rothschild Village 

Board voted last night to 

scrap the idea of merging 

its police department with 

the Everest Metro 

department that covers 

Schofield and the village-

and-town of Weston. The 

proposed merger would 



have allowed Rothschild to 

add more patrols, and to 

have full-time detectives 

and a K-9 unit for the first 

time. Former Rothschild 

officer Doug Radloff said 

the community would lose 

some of its identity without 

its own police department. 

He said the move seems 

more like an acquisition by 

a larger group than a true 

merger.  

This is National Farmers 

Market Week and 

according to the U-S 

Department of Agriculture, 

Wisconsin ranks eighth 

highest with 286 farmers 

markets of the more than 

8000 nationwide. The 

Minocqua Farmer‟s market 

is celebrating all month with 

special activities every 

Friday at the Minocqua 

Park complex on highway 

70 west, with information 

available online at 

minocquafarmersmarket-



dot-com  
 

  
Waupun police officer 
arrested News 8/7/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Waupun police 

lieutenant was arrested late 

yesterday near Spooner 

after he allegedly broke 

into a restaurant and a 

cabin, stole two vehicles 

and led officers on a high 

speed chase. 43-year-old 

Bradley Young is in Burnett 

County Jail after he turned 

himself in shortly after 

5:00m. He‟s a 22-year 

veteran of the Waupun 

police force and Deputy 

chief Scott Louden said 

there was no sign he was in 

trouble. He‟s married with a 

child in college, and 

another in high school. 

Heavy thunderstorms last 

night and early this morning 

have more than 10,000 WPS 

customers without power.  

Crews are working to 

restore electricity across a 

stretch from Stevens Point 

to Green Bay.  High winds 

dropped power lines and in 



some locations knocked 

over out buildings and 

campers.   

Rhinelander‟s two Charter 

Schools have a new 

principal.  Wil Losch was 

one of a handful of 

teachers to help design the 

program a decade ago 

and assumes his new duties 

this month.  He‟s taught in 

the district 13 years and 

takes over for Jay Joppa 

who resigned last year.  

Meanwhile, in Antigo, the 

school board meets 

tomorrow to possibly name 

a successor to Dr. Steve 

Smolek as superintendent.  

Two finalists remain with 

Don Childs, an administrator 

in Beaver Dam, Clinton, 

Howard-Suamico and 

Waupun and David Bardo 

who held administrator jobs 

in Laona and Wittenberg-

Birnamwood. 

Thanks to heavy ticket sales, 

the Powerball jackpot rose 



by another 25-million dollars 

yesterday. It‟s now at 425-

million for tonight‟s drawing. 

That‟s the third-highest 

jackpot for Powerball, and 

the fourth-highest in U-S 

lottery history. 
 

  
Antigo becoming mecca of 
bath salts drug use News 8/7/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 It seems an unlikely place 

for an explosion of drug use 

but investigators in Antigo 

say the Langlade County 

community is becoming the 

mecca for bath salts.  It‟s 

the name for a street drug 

that‟s extremely dangerous 

and potentially fatal and 

people are using it at 

alarming rates.  The 

concern spread into a 

packed public meeting last 

night where the sheriff‟s 

department said they‟re 

busier than ever both 

investigating and 

educating the public about 

the drug.  Authorities say 

not a day goes by without 

a drug arrest. 



 

Another U-S auto-maker will 

start using a new fuel-saving 

battery developed by 

Johnson Controls. The 

suburban Milwaukee firm 

says the advanced battery 

will be sold in the 2014 

Chevrolet Malibu starting 

this fall. The system 

automatically shuts down a 

car‟s engine when idles at 

places like stop lights – and 

the engine reactivates 

once the brake pedal is 

released. Johnson Controls 

says the new unit will 

increase the Malibu‟s fuel 

efficiency by about five-

percent. Earlier this year, 

Ford started using the same 

batteries in its Fusion model. 

Johnson vice-president 

Craig Rigby says the 

technology has been 

growing in popularity in 

Europe for the last several 

years. 

 



Before kids go back-to-

school next month, parents 

are asked to make sure 

they‟re immunized.  State 

health officials say vaccines 

are the safest and most 

cost-effective ways to keep 

people from getting sick – 

and that includes 

everybody, not just 

youngsters. The state has a 

variety of vaccination 

requirements for kids of 

different ages.  You can 

contact your local health 

agency for more 

information.  
 

  
Powerfull storms hit 
Northeast Wis.  News 8/8/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker tours 

northeastern Wisconsin this 

morning to survey the 

damage from the powerful 

storms and at least one 

confirmed tornado.  One 

fatality was reported and 

thousands of people 

remain without power.  

There‟s also a report the 

governor will be stopping in 

Lac du Flambeau today 



and possibly tomorrow for 

talks with tribal leaders.  No 

more information is 

available.   

Marshfield Clinic has a new 

vice president, as Dr. 

Douglas Reding returns to 

the job he previously held 

for six years.  He replaces 

Dr. Todd Stewart who died 

unexpected last month.  

Reding, an 

oncologist/hematologist 

was VP from 2006 to 2012 

and has nearly 30 years in 

at Marshfield, which 

provides patient care, 

research and education at 

more than 50 locations in 

the northern half of the 

state. 

A low boy trailer carrying a 

mini-excavator 

disconnected from the 

dump truck pulling it and 

struck another vehicle on 

County highway B in Land 

„o Lakes yesterday.  The 



trailer hit the SUV before 

tipping over and blocked 

traffic for a time shortly after 

3:30.  No injuries were 

reported.   

Three tickets matched all 

the numbers last night to 

win the third-highest 

jackpot in Powerball history. 

Two players in New Jersey 

and one in neighboring 

Minnesota will split a prize of 

448-point-four million dollars. 

The jackpot started at 425-

million yesterday, and 

strong ticket sales during 

the day pushed it up. In 

Wisconsin, four tickets won 

at least 10-thousand-dollars 

by matching four regular 

numbers plus the Powerball. 

Those tickets were sold in 

Pewaukee, New Berlin, 

Dousman, and Delafield. 

 

  
Lack of broadband 
technology to Indian Tribes News 8/8/2013  1230p,530p 1:30 

 Because lack of access to 

broadband technology on 

indian reservations is five 



times higher than the 

national average, the Lac 

du Flambeau band of 

Chippewa decided they‟d 

take matters into their own 

hands.  They‟ve done that 

by creating Ogema 

Communications, LLC, a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of 

the LDF Business 

development corporation.  

The goal is to offer high 

speed, broadband internet 

access to the area.  A 

major obstacle in attracting 

new business to the north 

has been the lack of online 

services.  Tribal chairman 

tom maulson says the band 

strongly supports the 

initiative.   

Five town hall meetings 

take place in Wisconsin 

next month, on the issue of 

weight limits for agricultural 

equipment on state 

highways. New height-and-

width requirements for farm 



equipment are 

recommended. Weight 

allowances for so-called 

“implements of husbandry” 

would be 15-percent 

above those 

recommended by federal 

bridge formulas – except 

where posted, and during 

spring thaws.  More 

information is available on 

the D-O-T‟s Web site, 

Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 

After three years of 

planning and work, 

Minocqua plays host to the 

Wisconsin State HOG rally a 

week from today.  The 

Harley Owners Group, more 

than 1000 strong will roar 

into the Minocqua Park 

complex on Hwy 70 west for 

three days to enjoy the 

music, food, scenery and 

more.  The Minocqua area 

chamber of commerce 

reports the economic 

impact will be substantial 



because many of the bikers 

are extending their stays to 

go fishing, visit local 

attractions and take in the 

local entertainment.  The 

theme for the event is, ride 

gangster style in minocqua, 

capitalizing on the rich 

local history of gangsters in 

the north. 

 

  
Gov. Walker surveys storm 
damage in northeast Wis.  News  8/9/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The state government will 

take steps to help victims of 

Wednesday‟s tornadoes 

and heavy thunderstorms in 

the northern two-thirds of 

Wisconsin. Governor Scott 

Walker outlined those steps 

after seeing some of the 

damage. Walker said 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management would come 

up with damage estimates, 

coordinate resources and 

apply for eligible disaster 

relief. He said the 

Administration Department 

would make state 

emergency funds available 



to homeowners and eligible 

businesses.  The National 

Guard has also been asked 

to aid in the cleanup.  

Thousands are still without 

power this morning.   

Meanwhile, Walker‟s office 

says federal officials have 

declared eight Wisconsin 

counties and the Red Cliff 

band of Chippewa, 

recovering from June 

flooding ,eligible for federal 

disaster aid.  FEMA issued a 

major disaster declaration 

for Ashland, Bayfield, 

Crawford, Grant, Iowa, 

Richland, St. Croix and 

Vernon counties as well as 

the Red Cliff. The 

declaration allows local 

governments in those 

jurisdictions to apply for 

money to offset repair 

costs. 

A woman was hospitalized 

after a traffic accident just 

north of Lake Tomahawk 

yesterday morning just 



before 9:00.  Initial reports 

indicate she rear ended a 

truck on Hwy 47.  Her name 

and condition are still 

unavailable. 

Typically it takes quite a 

while for lottery winners to 

come forward…not if 

you‟re from Rhinelander 

apparently.  Paul White 

claimed his lump sum 

check for more than $149-

million yesterday after his 

Powerball victory 

Wednesday night.  White, 

who now lives in suburban 

Minneapolis, is a 1986 

Rhinelander graduate and 

had at least 10 of his 

coworkers check his ticket 

to make sure.  He said 

winning the lottery was 

something he always 

imagined. 
 

  
Rhinelander woman involved 
with traffic accident News 8/9/2013  1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Rhinelander woman was 

injured in a traffic accident 

yesterday morning just north 

of Lake Tomahawk.  50-year 

old Laura Borski was 



northbound on Hwy 47 

shortly before 9 yesterday 

morning when she 

apparently failed to see a 

pickup turning left onto 

Indian Shores Road and 

struck it from behind.  She 

was taken to St. Joseph‟s 

Hospital in Marshfield with 

unknown injuries, the truck 

driver, 42-year old Brian 

Kissner of Pittsville was not 

hurt.   

Just over eight-thousand 

Fox Valley electric 

customers are still without 

power, two days after 

heavy thunderstorms and a 

newly-confirmed five 

tornadoes hit the area. We 

Energies is hoping to get 

everybody back on line by 

the end of tomorrow. Over 

70-thousand customers of 

We Energies and Public 

Service lost their electricity 

at the height of the 

northeast Wisconsin storms.  

One man died when he 



was hit by a car while 

clearing highway debris. 

Yesterday, Governor Scott 

Walker announced various 

types of state assistance 

after inspecting Trinity 

Lutheran Church in New 

London that was leveled by 

one of the twisters. 

Parents have until close of 

business today left to 

register for the expanded 

Parental Choice Program. It 

gives low-income students 

a chance to attend a 

private school for next to no 

money .  Parental Choice 

has been in Wisconsin for 20 

years but with the 

expanded program, 500 

more students 25 school 

systems  across the state 

will be able to take part.  

The schools are chosen 

based on the amount of 

interest shown. More 

information and sign up 

instructions are online at 

dpi.wi.gov. 

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Expanded-Parental-Choice-Program-Deadline-Friday-218904881.html
http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Expanded-Parental-Choice-Program-Deadline-Friday-218904881.html


 

  
Teachers being fired in 
Wisconsin News 8/12/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More teachers are being 

fired in Wisconsin, now that 

unions lost a lot of their 

bargaining power under 

Act-10 two years ago. No 

one‟s keeping track of the 

numbers but officials of the 

state‟s largest teachers 

union and the state School 

Boards‟ Association both 

indicate a noticeable 

increase in firings and non-

renewals of teachers. It 

used to be that school 

boards needed proof of 

wrongdoing before they 

could let teachers go – but 

that‟s no longer the. 

Supporters of Act-10 said 

too many bad teachers 

were being kept on the job 

– while unions said the law 

allows teachers to be fired 

arbitrarily. In many school 

districts, teachers can 

appeal their firings to their 

school boards. There are no 

independent arbitrators.  



Three more drunk driving 

bills get public hearings this 

week in Madison. The 

Assembly Judiciary 

Committee hears 

comments Thursday about 

making a first-time O-W-I a 

criminal misdemeanor, if 

the driver‟s blood alcohol 

level is point-15 or higher. 

Wisconsin is the only state 

where first-time drunk 

driving is generally a 

citation and not a criminal 

offense. The other two bills 

would authorize seize the 

vehicles of certain drunk 

drivers – and require all O-

W-I suspects to appear in 

court at least once.  

Four years ago,15 year old 

Kayla Berg of Antigo 

disappeared. Last night 

family and friends gathered 

in a vigil to keep her 

memory alive.  Hundreds of 

balloons containing Kayla‟s 

photo and a plea for help 

were released.  The FBI has 



offered a $20,000 reward 

for information leading to 

an arrest in the case. 

 

 Bank shut down 
 News 8/12/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Bank of Wausau, shut 

down by the FDIC Friday, 

reopened Saturday at 

Nicolet Bank.  Wausau is the 

second FDIC insured lender 

to fail this year in Wisconsin 

and the 18th in the nation.  

Nicolet National Bank, 

based in Green Bay, 

agreed to assume all the 

failed bank‟s deposits and 

buy roughly 29.9 million 

dollars in assets.  The failure 

of Bank of Wausau is 

expected to cost the 

deposit insurance fund 

roughly 13 and a half million 

dollars.  The government 

says the Nicolet takeover is 

the most financially sound 

alternative. 

The town of Arbor Vitae 

held its annual Fireman‟s 

Picnic last weekend…its 

largest fund raiser of the 



year and a new fire truck is 

going to benefit the 

community.  Now, 

Minocqua is right behind.  

The town board okayed 

updating their vehicle as 

well and if all the figures 

add up, they‟ll make the 

final decision next week.  

The new truck, at an 

estimated cost of $390,000, 

could effectively replace 

two aging vehicles currently 

in service.     

This is the time of year when 

blue-green algae makes its 

presence known in many 

Wisconsin lakes. And the D-

N-R is warning swimmers 

and boaters to watch out 

for algae blooms. Those 

blooms typically grow in 

August due to rising water 

temperatures, and other 

conditions which make 

algae growth possible. Last 

week, U-W Milwaukee said 

it received a three-quarter 

million dollar national grant 



to test Lake Winnebago – 

the state‟s largest inland 

lake – to see if blue-green 

algae create toxins in 

drinking water. Officials say 

the toxins can cause rashes, 

hives, aching stomachs, 

and flu-like symptoms. 
 

 Former fire fighter charged 
in arson 
 News 8/13/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A former fire-fighter in 

northeast Wisconsin has 

been convicted of burning 

three more buildings, 

bringing his total number of 

arsons to six. 28-year-old 

Drew Christensen of Suring 

pleaded no contest 

yesterday to a pair of arson 

charges in Oconto County, 

plus one Marinette County 

charge of arson with the 

intent to defraud. In May, 

Christensen struck a plea 

deal in federal court 

convicting him of starting 

fires at the Klondike 

Community Church, the 

Jaded Bar in Suring, and 

the Everbreeze Resort in 

Mountain, all between 



2009-and-2011. Christensen 

is scheduled to be 

sentenced in November for 

all of his state and federal 

convictions. 

An autopsy is scheduled 

today for a former 

Wisconsin Rapids police 

lieutenant who apparently 

killed himself yesterday 

while awaiting charges in a 

child enticement case. 41-

year-old Steven Lowe was 

found dead yesterday in 

the back of his truck in the 

Wood County town of 

Grand Rapids, just east of 

Wisconsin Rapids. Court 

records showed Lowe 

portrayed himself as a 15-

year-old girl online, so he 

could get teenage boys to 

send him nude photos of 

themselves.  

The state Natural Resources 

Board will seek public input 

on a plan to create a 

second elk herd. The D-N-

R‟s talked about acquiring 



elk from Kentucky to start a 

new herd near Black River 

Falls – and to expand the 

current herd at Clam Lake 

in far northwest Wisconsin. 

Officials have a total 

population goal of 390 elk, 

enough to start a fall 

hunting season. Regulations 

have been drafted to 

establish a new 

management zone for an 

elk hunt.  
 

  
Shooting in Rhinelander  News 8/14/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Details of a shooting in 

Rhinelander came to light 

yesterday.  A 23-year old 

man is accused of shooting 

his uncle at a house on 

Mason Street in the city.  

Someone at the home 

called police but the 

suspect fled.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff‟s department 

arrested him a short time 

later outside of Eagle River.  

The 46-year old victim was 

hit in the abdomen and at 

last word was still in critical 

condition at St. Joseph‟s 



Hospital in Marshfield.  A 

family member told us the 

shooting was accidental.  

No charges have been filed 

yet and names have not 

been released. 

A traffic fatality was 

reported near Waupaca 

last night.  The driver, from 

the Antigo area died of 

injuries suffered when the 

vehicle‟s front tire blew out 

and went out of control, 

running off the road into a 

wooded area.  The crash 

happened shortly after 5:00 

on Hwy 49 just north of Elm 

Valley Road.  The name of 

the victim is still not 

available. 

Lakeland area college 

students going into the 

healthcare field are eligible 

for scholarships.  

Applications for the Dr. 

Henry Ashe continuing 

education scholarships are 

awarded by the Auxiliary of 

Howard Young Medical 



Center in Woodruff.  Last 

year, $7500 was provided to 

Lakeland High School 

graduates pursuing a 

career in the healthcare 

field at the undergraduate 

level.  More information and 

how to qualify is available 

by contacting the Auxiliary 

Center at Howard Young. 

Wisconsin had a quarter 

million dollar winner in last 

night‟s Mega Millions 

drawing. That ticket is in 

Marinette. Tonight‟s 

Powerball jackpot is at 50-

million. 
 

  
Cold temps across the 
northwoods News  8/14/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Still no details early this 

afternoon on the shooting 

in the 600 block of Mason 

Street in Rhinelander 

Monday night.  A 46-year 

old man is at St. Joseph‟s 

Hospital in Marshfield in 

critical condition after 

being hit in the abdomen.  

His 23-year old nephew was 

arrested after he fled the 

scene, stopped by Oneida 



County Sheriff‟s Deputies 

just outside Eagle River.  

Another family member 

notified police from the 

house shortly before 8:00.  

Names haven‟t been 

released and no charges 

have been filed with the DA 

as of noon today. 

Temperature records 

tumbled as fast as the 

mercury this morning with 

low 30s across the North 

stretching all the way down 

to Stevens Point.  

Tomahawk hit 32…it was 33 

in Land „o Lakes, 34 in 

Rhinelander.  This on the 

heels of records set 

yesterday for the coldest 

high temperatures in 

Antigo, Rhinelander and 

Sturgeon Bay.  But things 

return to normal into the 

weekend with highs near 80 

by Sunday. 

Over 12-thousand people 

will soon find out if they‟ll 

hunt for wolves in Wisconsin 



this fall. The D-N-R holds a 

lottery tomorrow for just 

over 21-hundred hunting-

and-trapping permits. The 

winners will be notified by 

mid-September. Those who 

don‟t get permits this time 

will have their chances 

improved in next year‟s 

lottery. The D-N-R set the 

quota at 275 wolves for the 

season beginning October 

15th. However, Chippewa 

Indians have claimed 24 

animals as part of their 

centuries-old treaty rights – 

which means that hunters 

can take 251 of them. 

About five-thousand fewer 

people applied for wolf 

permits this year, than 

during the inaugural season 

in 2012. 
 

 Burglaries in Eagle River 
 News 8/15/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A domestic dispute may 

have prompted Monday‟s 

shooting in Rhinelander.  23-

year old Marcus Alsteens 

was arrested near Eagle 

River Monday night after he 



left the scene of the 

incident at a home on 

Mason Street where his 

uncle, 49-year old Justin 

Alsteens was shot in the 

abdomen.  He‟s still in 

critical condition.  In a 

statement, Marcus Alsteens 

said he didn‟t remember 

what they were arguing 

about and didn‟t know he 

shot his uncle.  A $50,000 

cash bond was set as he 

now faces a number of 

charges including 

attempted homicide, 

battery and reckless 

endangerment in Oneida 

County Court.   

A rash of burglaries in Eagle 

River have police reminding 

business owners to secure 

their buildings.  Three break-

ins the last several days and 

another last month, all 

downtown may have 

occurred because doors or 

windows were left open.  

Money and personal 



electronics have been the 

targets and Eagle River 

police remind people to 

make sure things are locked 

up and ask for help in 

finding those responsible. 

One person was hurt in a 

traffic accident just north of 

Rhinelander yesterday 

morning.  Shortly after 11 

one driver was trying to 

pass another on Highway 

47 near Northwestern Drive.  

That vehicle sped up before 

the other car could pass, 

bumped and ended up in 

the ditch.  Sheriff‟s deputies 

say there was enough 

blame to go around and no 

citations were issued but 

they‟re still looking into it. 

Numerous new record low 

temperatures were set 

yesterday, stretching from 

Eagle River to Milwaukee.  

While still below normal, 40s 

were the rule this morning. 
 

  
State mining debate News 8/15/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A public hearing until 8:00 

tonight is in progress as all 



sides of Wisconsin‟s mining 

debate state their cases to 

the DNR.  The hearing, at 

Hurley High School, centers 

on Gogebic Taconite‟s 

plans to sample some eight-

million pounds of rock from 

its proposed mining site in 

Ashland and Iron Counties.  

The affected parties expect 

the hearing to be another 

referendum on the mine 

itself. 

A man died during a 

standoff with police at 

Wautoma in central 

Wisconsin. It all started 

yesterday, when the man 

allegedly robbed a 

pharmacy. Waushara 

County sheriff‟s deputies 

spotted the suspect‟s 

vehicle, and a chase 

ensued in which gunshots 

were fired. The chase 

ended when the got stuck 

in a construction area.  He 

took off on foot and more 



gunshots were exchanged. 

The man then reportedly 

broke into a vacant house, 

where a standoff began as 

officers surrounded the 

building. Neighbors were 

evacuated yesterday 

afternoon.  The standoff 

ended when the man was 

found dead around 

midnight.  

Oneida County officials 

continue looking into a now 

fatal traffic accident.  90-

year old Dorothy Tyler of 

Vesper died at a Wausau 

hospital.  The crash 

happened just before noon 

on Tuesday and she died 

yesterday.   

The leaves may be 

changing color already but 

at least they‟re not 

falling…but Wisconsin gas 

prices continue their normal 

pre-autumn drop.  The 

state‟s triple A finds the 

statewide price at 3.55 a 



gallon for regular unleaded, 

seven cents less than a 

week ago.  Analysts expect 

little outside pressure to 

impact prices the next 

couple months although it‟s 

hurricane season in the Gulf 

so you never know. 

 

  
Elcho’s town treasurer faces 
felony theft charges News  8/16/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Elcho‟s town treasurer faces 

felony charges for theft.  

Melissa Bloechl turned 

herself in this week and is 

free on a $25,000 bond.  

Bloechl allegedly wrote 

checks totaling over 

$90,000 and accessed the 

money.  In addition to the 

theft count, she‟s looking at 

two forgery charges and 

over 40 counts of 

misconduct in office. 

The Rhinelander 

businessman accused of 

defrauding insurance 

companies agreed to plea 

deal.  John Henricks owns 

Custom Collision and in 

June the company was 



raided by the FBI, 

investigating nearly 

$100,000 bilked from 

insurance companies while 

using other employee‟s 

names.  He originally faced 

both stqte and federal 

charges but Oneida 

County won‟t prosecute 

since he‟ll now accept the 

federal charges.  Henricks 

faces a jail term of 20 years 

and a $250,000 fine.  

Sentencing is scheduled for 

early December. 

The 25 private school 

systems in the state taking 

part in the newly-expanded 

voucher program have 

been announced and no 

northern Wisconsin schools 

will be taking part.  The 

closest is Wausau Newman.  

Forty eight systems originally 

expressed interest in 

admitting low income 

students with the state-

funded vouchers this fall.  

Because more than 500 



youngsters applied, only the 

25 systems with the largest 

number of applications 

could be considered.  More 

than 2400 students applied.  

The state education 

department will conduct a 

lottery next week to choose 

the 500 students.  State 

Republicans expanded the 

program to give parents an 

alternative to under 

performing schools but a 

glitch allowed nearly two 

thirds of the applicants from 

private schools, not public.  

They promise to correct 

that this fall. 
 
 

Rhinelander businessman 
pleads case in fraud case. 
 News 8/16/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Elcho‟s town treasurer faces 

felony charges for theft.  

Melissa Bloechl turned 

herself in this week and is 

free on a $25,000 bond.  

Bloechl allegedly wrote 

checks totaling over 

$90,000 and accessed the 

money.  In addition to the 

theft count, she‟s looking at 



two forgery charges and 

over 40 counts of 

misconduct in office. 

The Rhinelander 

businessman accused of 

defrauding insurance 

companies agreed to plea 

deal.  John Henricks owns 

Custom Collision and in 

June the company was 

raided by the FBI, 

investigating nearly 

$100,000 bilked from 

insurance companies while 

using other employee‟s 

names.  He originally faced 

both stqte and federal 

charges but Oneida 

County won‟t prosecute 

since he‟ll now accept the 

federal charges.  Henricks 

faces a jail term of 20 years 

and a $250,000 fine.  

Sentencing is scheduled for 

early December. 

The 25 private school 

systems in the state taking 

part in the newly-expanded 

voucher program have 



been announced and no 

northern Wisconsin schools 

will be taking part.  The 

closest is Wausau Newman.  

Forty eight systems originally 

expressed interest in 

admitting low income 

students with the state-

funded vouchers this fall.  

Because more than 500 

youngsters applied, only the 

25 systems with the largest 

number of applications 

could be considered.  More 

than 2400 students applied.  

The state education 

department will conduct a 

lottery next week to choose 

the 500 students.  State 

Republicans expanded the 

program to give parents an 

alternative to under 

performing schools but a 

glitch allowed nearly two 

thirds of the applicants from 

private schools, not public.  

They promise to correct 

that this fall. 
 
 



 
Jet ski collision News 08/19/13 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The DNR continues to 

investigate the head on 

collision of two jet skis over 

the weekend.  One man is 

in stable condition after the 

crash Saturday afternoon 

on Lake Wausau near the 

Eagles Club landing.  

Officials say speed appears 

to be a factor. 

A reminder to drivers that 

part of Highway 47 will be 

closed between Woodruff 

and Lac du Flambeau 

beginning today.  You‟ll be 

able to travel up to 

Highway “H” but detours 

will be posted to get into 

Flambeau and beyond.  

DOT engineers say the 

closure will effectively 

speed up the construction 

project that began earlier 

this summer and it‟s 

expected to reopen by the 

end of the month. 

More than three years of 

planning drew to a close 



this weekend as over 1200 

members of the Harley 

Owners Group left 

Minocqua.  For the first time 

north of Wausau, the group, 

known as HOGS spent 

Thursday through Saturday 

touring and enjoying 

spectacular weather for a 

host of activities.  The 

group, from more than 15 

states and two foreign 

countries, were based at 

the Minocqua Park 

Complex on Hwy. 70.  

Organizers hope the 

Northwoods would 

standout since most rallies 

are held in cities.  

Northwoods Harley-

Davidson in Arbor Vitae 

and the Northern Lights 

HOG Chapter partnered 

with the Minocqua Area 

Chamber to pull off the 

event. 

The 28th annual National 

Championship Musky Open 

wrapped up yesterday in 



Eagle River with over 1200 

anglers from 15 states 

taking part.  219 fish were 

caught and the winner was 

Michelle Peplinski of Bear 

Creek, Wisconsin, the first 

woman to win the event, 

with four muskies totaling 

150-1/2 inches.   
 

Person involved with 
motorcycle death identified 
 News 8/19/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

The man killed in 

motorcycle accident last 

week has been identified.  

52-year old Lloyd 

Casperson of Laona died 

Friday after his bike missed 

a curve and crashed on 

Military Road near Three 

Lakes. 

Back in April we told you 

about the Lac du 

Flambeau band‟s State of 

Emergency to fight crime 

and drug use on the 

reservation.  They took big 

steps last week to back that 

up by serving banishment 

notices to 58 non-tribal 

members involved in or 



associated with criminal, 

drug, gang or other illegal 

activities.  Police Chief 

Robert Brandenburg said 

they‟re tired of providing 

services to non-members 

who are putting a burden 

on the tribe.  People 

receiving the notices have 

48 hours to vacate the 

reservation and may face 

civil and possible criminal 

charges if they don‟t.  This 

also includes residents 

harboring these people.  

Tribal President Tom 

Maulson says this 

demonstrates how seriously 

they take these matters 

and the tribe has a duty to 

protect the children and 

provide a safe environment 

for everyone. 

A state Senate committee 

will conduct a public 

hearing this week on a bill 

to expand the use of 

crossbows by deer hunters. 

The Assembly unanimously 



passed the measure in 

June. It would let hunters of 

all legal ages and abilities 

use crossbows for hunting 

deer. A separate license 

would be issued, with the 

season running the same 

time as the current archery 

season. The Natural 

Resources Committee will 

hear testimony Wednesday 

morning. If it‟s endorsed, 

the full Senate could vote 

on the measure next 

month. Several major 

groups support the bill 

including the N-R-A, the 

Hunters Rights Coalition, The 

Wisconsin Wildlife 

Federation and the state‟s 

Crossbow Federation. 
 

 
Vilas Co, Sherriffs bust 
internet crimes News 8/20/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Vilas County Sheriff‟s 

investigation for Internet 

crimes against children 

resulted in a former janitor 

for the Phelps school district 

being charged.  61-year old 

Richard Buell faces 78 

counts of possessing child 



pornography.  Reports 

indicate someone turned 

him in for visiting 

pornographic sites.  The 

Vilas county DA is now 

reviewing the case. 

Another court case moves 

forward, this one for Marcus 

Alsteens, the 23-year old 

Rhinelander man accused 

of shooting his uncle last 

week.  He made his 

adjourned initial 

appearance yesterday in 

Oneida County court and 

according to the 

complaint, he and his 

uncle, Justin Alsteens had 

been living together about 

a year at their house on 

Mason Street.  The two had 

allegedly been arguing off 

and on the last several 

months and it ended when 

the 49-year old was shot in 

the stomach.  He‟s still in 

critical condition at St. 

Joseph‟s Hospital in 

Marshfield.  Marcus Alsteens 



will head to a preliminary 

hearing next Wednesday 

where the judge will 

determine if there‟s enough 

evidence for the case to go 

to trial. 

A lot of drivers aren‟t too 

concerned about it 

because they go 70 in 65 

mile per hour zones 

anyway.  But some 

lawmakers want to make 

the change permanent.  

Sen. Tom Tiffany of 

Hazelhurst, who supports 

the idea, says there are 

questions about the cost 

and effects of a higher 

speed limit, like the wear 

and tear on the roads and 

safety issues.  He pointed 

out several neighboring 

states have the higher limits 

on their interstate highways.  

DOT officials can‟t 

comment until they see the 

final bill. 

 

 News 8/21/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 Two Antigo men are up on 



Antigo Men up on drug 
charges 
 

drug charges.  38-year old 

Jeffery Spencer and 23-

year old Nathan Bailey 

were arrested after city 

police and the Langlade 

Country Sheriff‟s 

department executed a 

search warrant at a home 

on the 1600 block of Tenth 

Avenue Sunday night.  A 

large quantity of unused 

syringes, tubes, digital scale, 

plastic bags and a 

powdery substance later 

determined to be bath salts 

were discovered.  Spencer 

is expected to be charged 

with maintaining a place 

for drug trafficking and 

possession of a hazardous 

substance and drug 

paraphernalia.  Bailey faces 

similar charges including 

bail jumping. 

City officials in Wausau 

want to crack down on 

extreme public drunkenness 

and took a step in that 

directly yesterday.  They‟re 



considering an ordinance 

that would fine drunk 

people who are creating a 

nuisance or disturbance in 

public places.  A first time 

offender could face a $150 

fine, $300 for repeaters.  The 

Public Health and Safety 

committee  recommended 

the measure and the city 

council will review it next 

month. 

What good is 4g cell service 

when you only have one 

bar on your phone?  The 

Oneida county board 

wants to know and 

charged the Economic 

Development Corporation 

to review it.  The planned 

result is an equal distribution 

of service across the 

county.  Board level 

discussion centered on the 

need for broader access, 

speed and capacity, which 

was generally agreed 

upon.  But the issue whether 

government should handle 



it or the private sector 

sparked debate.  The 

feeling was the county 

could fill in the gaps left by 

private enterprises.  No 

timetable was set for the 

project. 

 

Man tries to get evidence 
thrown out 
 News 8/21/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A man accused of robbing-

and-killing a Wausau man 

14 months ago is now trying 

to get a judge to throw out 

key evidence against him. 

The attorney for 19-year-old 

Zachary Froehlich (fray-lick) 

told Marathon County 

Circuit Judge Jill Falstad 

statements he made to 

police should not be used 

against him. Attorney Brian 

Bennett said yesterday 

Froehlich asked for a lawyer 

at one point during his 

questioning – and police 

kept interviewing him 

anyway. Among other 

things, Bennett said the 

judge should throw out a 

statement that Froehlich 



swung a baseball bat that 

killed 49-year-old Kerby 

Kniess, a popular Wausau 

bowling figure. A ruling on 

the evidence request could 

come December fifth. 

Froehlich is tentatively set 

for a trial next May fifth on 

13 criminal charges 

including reckless homicide, 

armed robbery, and 

strangulation-and-

suffocation. Wausau Police 

said Froehlich and 21-year-

old Warren Krohn were 

trying to get liquor and 

cigarettes in a burglary 

attempt, when they 

attacked Kniess.  

Wisconsin won‟t raise the 

top speed limit anytime 

soon.  The brakes were put 

on the proposal yesterday 

in the Senate on an 

Assembly proposal to 

increase from 65 to 70 the 

speed limit on the state‟s 

major four lane highways.  

Some senate members 



wondered why the 

measure even came up 

when they‟re more 

concerned about the 

economy and education. 

Speaking of education, 

Wisconsin‟s high school 

graduates tied with Iowa for 

the nation‟s second highest 

ACT scores.  Minnesota 

topped the list among 

states where more than half 

of all students took the 

achievement tests.  The 

ACT will be a statewide 

requirement starting next 

fall. 
 

Power outages over the 
northwoods 
 News 8/22/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Scattered power outages 

remain across parts of 

northeast WI this morning, 

the result of heavy 

thunderstorms that rolled 

through last night.  The 

spotty storms brought winds 

over 60 miles an hour and 

near golf ball sized hail 

across northern Vilas county 

and dropped south to 

Green Bay.  As of 4:30 this 



morning there were still over 

2500 Wisconsin Public 

Service customers in the 

dark stretching from Land 

„o Lakes to north of 

Appleton.  Numerous 

warnings, including one for 

a tornado in Shawano 

county were issued by the 

National Weather Service, 

especially for the large hail.  

A lightning strike forced two 

families from a duplex on 

Wausau‟s east side and 

trees were dropped in parts 

of Oneida, Lincoln and 

Langlade counties, no 

injuries were reported.   

Richard Buell remains in the 

Vilas County jail.  The 61-

year old Phelps man faces 

10 charges for possessing 

child pornography, far less 

than the original 78 charges 

recommended at the time 

of his arrest.  The former 

Phelps school district janitor 

was fired from his job for 

allegedly logging onto 



pornographic Websites 

while working.  He‟ll be in 

court again tomorrow 

afternoon for his initial 

appearance. 

Optometrists are warning 

kids about the dangers of 

Computer Vision Syndrome, 

or C-V-S. The condition 

comes from excessive 

starring at computer 

screens, televisions, tablets 

or a smartphone.  C-V-S 

symptoms include 

headaches, blurred vision, 

neck pain and dry, irritated 

eyes. It can also lead to 

corrective lenses or glasses. 

Optometrists recommend 

using the 20-20-20 rule: 

Every 20 minutes, try to look 

at something 20 feet away 

for 20 seconds. 
 

 
Central Wisconsin girl 
missing  News 8/22/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A 17-year-old girl from 

central Wisconsin has been 

missing for 12 days. Jessica 

Kolz of Mosinee was last 

seen by her family August 

10th at a strip mall in 



Stevens Point. The Wisconsin 

Crime Alert Network posted 

her information yesterday, 

saying Kolz is “missing and 

endangered.” Mosinee 

police officer Matt Wehn 

doesn‟t go that far. He says 

the Kolz family assumes 

she‟s endangered – but for 

now, officers have no direct 

evidence of that. He says 

they‟re not ruling anything 

out. The public is asked to 

call their local law 

enforcement agencies if 

they have any tips. 

There are still scattered 

power outages across north 

central and northeastern 

Wisconsin this afternoon in 

the aftermath of severe 

storms that blew through 

early last night.  WPS at last 

check had over 1000 

customers out of service.  

Two tornados were 

reported, one in the 

Stanley-boyd area another 



near Bonduel but neither hit 

the ground.  Most damage 

was reportedly downed 

trees and there were no 

injuries. 

Despite the rain, drought 

conditions are returning to 

more of Wisconsin. The U-S 

Drought Monitor said this 

morning almost 42-percent 

of the state is abnormally 

dry or worse. That‟s way up 

from 23-percent just a week 

ago. Superior is in a 

moderate drought, and so 

is the western half of 

surrounding Douglas 

County and far northern 

Burnett County. Abnormally 

dry conditions cover about 

the western third of 

Wisconsin, stretching as far 

east as Wisconsin Rapids 

and Wisconsin Dells. It‟s 

been relatively dry for 

almost two months in most 

of Wisconsin, after the state 

had just ended its worst 



drought in decades.  

 

 
Death’s under investigation News 8/23/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A couple of deaths in our 

area are under 

investigation today.  The first 

in Park Falls where police 

said they received a call 

around 5:30, reporting a 

death in the area of 2nd 

Avenue North.  Police Chief 

Scott Straetz confirmed a 

body was found but 

wouldn‟t comment further.  

However he did say there 

isn‟t a safety issue for the 

Price county community.   

The second investigation is 

in Langlade County, west of 

Antigo where a hunter 

discovered a decomposed 

body yesterday.  The 

remains are on private land 

near the intersection of 

Western and Hazel roads, 

north of highway 64.  The 

sheriff‟s department hasn‟t 

released any information 

but a broadcast report last 

night indicated a bicycle 



was found nearby.   

 

The Antigo School District is 

under new leadership 

again.  Dr. Don Childs 

begins job Monday from a 

similar position in Clinton, in 

southeastern Wisconsin.  He 

held the same job in 

Waupun.  This is the third 

district administrator in as 

many years for Antigo.  He 

replaces Dr. Steve Smolek 

who resigned in June after 

serving less than a year. 

 

A statewide network of 

people‟s medical records is 

starting to take shape, 

almost three years after it 

was first created. The 

network‟s C-E-O, Joe 

Kachelski, says the system is 

very close to going “live,” 

as more hospitals add their 

data. The Wisconsin 

Statewide Health 

Information Network is a 

privately-run, non-profit 



venture to give doctors 

throughout the state access 

to the records of as many 

Wisconsinites as possible. 

Advocates say it will be a 

big help for emergency 

room doctors who often 

have very little data about 

patients from out of their 

areas.  

 

Langlade Co. looking for the 
identity of a body 
 News 8/23/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Langlade County 

Sheriff‟s department is 

looking for the identity of a 

body found yesterday just 

west of Antigo.  A hunter 

discovered the remains and 

authorities say the 

description doesn‟t match 

anyone reported missing 

from the area.  An autopsy 

is planned for today in 

Madison to determine 

gender, age, race and 

possible identity.  Sheriff Bill 

Greening says more 

information will be released 

when it becomes available.  

Meanwhile police in Park 



Falls continue investigating 

a death in the 200 block of 

2nd Avenue North early last 

night.  Police Chief Scott 

Straetz said a 911 call came 

in around 5:30 but the caller 

couldn‟t be understood 

because of background 

noise.  When police arrived 

they found a woman inside 

and she was immediately 

taken to the hospital.  No 

other information is 

available. 

Two northern Wisconsin 

Congressional districts get 

some of the highest totals of 

Social Security benefits in 

the nation. The National 

Committee to Preserve 

Social Security and 

Medicare said the Seventh-

and-Eighth districts each 

pull in two-point-three billion 

dollars in benefits a year. 

The average is around a 

billion dollars a year, and 

the committee was 

surprised to see the 



Wisconsin districts get so 

much. In the North‟s District-

Seven, the benefits go to 

167-thousand people who 

are retired, children, and 

those getting death-and-

disability benefits.  

The Green Bay Packers 

donated over 3000 tickets 

to youth football leagues 

across the state for their two 

home exhibition games and 

tonight, many of them will 

showcase their talents at 

halftime.  The Pack made 

the gesture in recognition of 

USA Football Month. 
 

 
Tomahawk man a drowning 
victim News 8/26/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 67-year old Tomahawk 

man is the state‟s latest 

drowning victim.  The 

Lincoln County Sheriff‟s 

department received a 911 

call about 4:30 yesterday 

afternoon that a man was 

missing off a pontoon boat.   

A witness reported the man 

went into the water to cool 

off and go after a dog that 

also jumped in.  When he 



reached the animal the 

two struggled and the man 

disappeared under the 

water.  The victim, whose 

identity still wasn‟t released 

this morning, was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

 

The western third of 

Wisconsin remains under an 

excessive heat warning until 

midnight tomorrow.  

Previous advisories have 

been upgraded as the heat 

index jumped above 100.  

Onalaska had the hottest 

temperature and humidity 

index at 104.  Rhinelander 

broke a 65-year old record 

when the mercury hit 92.  

The misery index could hit 

110 in western Wisconsin the 

next couple days. 

Two bird seasons open in a 

matter of days in the state.  

Mourning dove and 

Canada goose hunting 

both begin Sunday.  The 



DNR says the early goose 

season, bringing a more 

liberal bag limit with it, is 

allowed by federal rules 

because of the growth of 

the goose population, with 

state numbers of the birds 

put around 139,000.  The 

early season last year was 

estimated at 21,302.  The 

Canada goose season runs 

thru September 15, while 

the dove season ends 

November 9th.  Between 

100 and 200 thousand 

mourning doves are 

harvested every year. 

And in sports, the Packers 

signed another kicker 

yesterday and waived 

quarterback Graham 

Harrell.  Training camp 

wraps up this week in Green 

Bay. 
 

Park Falls man faces 
possible homicide changes 
 News 8/26/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Park Falls man faces 

possible homicide charges.  

46-year old William Rambo 

allegedly stabbed his wife 

Dawn multiple times last 



Thursday at their home on 

2nd Avenue North.  Police 

were alerted when 

neighbors called about a 

disturbance.  When they 

arrived the woman was 

immediately taken to the 

hospital where she died.  

Battery and disorderly 

conduct charges were also 

field against Rambo.   

 

In a move said to save 

Medicare over a billion 

dollars a year, 42 Wisconsin 

hospitals would lose special 

Medicare reimbursements 

to treat patients in rural 

areas.  The Health and 

Human Services Dept 

proposed ending special 

rural service payments for 

two thirds of the nations 13-

hundred plus critical access 

hospitals.  Such hospitals in 

this service area include 

Antigo, Park Falls, Eagle 

River, Tomahawk and 

Merrill, but their fates are 



not known yet.  The Obama 

White House proposed a 

more limited reduction, 

cutting special aid to eight 

of the state‟s rural hospitals. 

An active set of 

thunderstorms early this 

morning pounded the North 

with torrential rains and 

power outages.  Nearly 4-

inches of rain fell over parts 

of Washburn, Saywer and 

Price counties.  Flood 

advisories were issued for 

much of the northwest 

corner of the state.  By 6:30 

this morning nearly 6000 

Wisconsin Public Service 

customers were without 

power, many due to 

lightning strikes.  Nearly half 

that number was in the 

Rhinelander area, where 

the interruptions also took 

WJFW-TV off for most of the 

morning.  More storms are 

forecast into tonigt along 

with temperatures in the 

90s. 



It appears Wisconsin 

highways will have their 

busiest Labor Day Weekend 

since the start of the great 

recession.  The Triple-A 

expects over 713-

Wisconsinites will travel 

during summer‟s final 

holiday. 
 

 
Body of Antigo man still not 
identified News 8/27/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The body of a man found 

near Antigo last week still 

hasn‟t been identified.  

Langlade County Coroner 

Larry Shadick says the badly 

decomposed remains may 

be those of a 77-year old 

who was last seen in 

February and it could be 

weeks before proper 

identification.  The body 

was discovered by a hunter 

last Thursday.  Authorities 

checked available records 

and no one resembling the 

man was reported missing.  

Shadick said there was 

evidence found near the 

remains to strongly suggest 

they are those of a man 



who moved to Antigo in 

2008 but was mostly a loner. 

 

There‟s another move to 

make English the state‟s 

official language.  For the 

second time in four years, 

lawmakers are proposing a 

bill requiring state and local 

governments to write all 

their documents in English 

with certain exceptions.  

Two dozen other states 

have adopted the measure 

and state reps say it would 

unify Wisconsin.  Similar 

measures never made it to 

public hearings.  A 

spokesman for Governor 

Scott Walker said he‟d only 

consider the bill if it gets to 

his desk. 

 

Construction is set to start 

next September at the 

Weston Power Plant, 

making it one of the most 

state of the art and 

cleanest power generating 



systems in the nation.  This 

spring the Public Service 

Commission approved 

installing a new pollution 

control system that not only 

reduces emissions but will 

be cost effective.  It 

removes chemicals from 

the air and produces a bi-

product that can be sold.  

The coal burning plant 

generates nearly 9% of the 

power used by WPS 

customers.  The 250 million 

dollar addition is expected 

complete by 2016. 

 

 
Gov. Walker visits Merrill News 8/27/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

Before he hit the national 

political trail yesterday, 

Governor Scott Walker went 

to Merrill to help Northern 

Wire celebrate its 40th 

anniversary. The plant had 

major damage in a tornado 

two years ago and Walker 

said the company 

demonstrated resilience by 

overcoming its setback, 

rebuilding, and expanding. 



Northern Wire was recently 

acquired by the Elgin 

Fastener Corporation. C-E-

O Jeff Liter says the firm 

continues to expand in 

Merrill, working on new 

engineered parts that 

require expertise – and 

bringing higher-paying jobs 

to the Merrill area. 

A Tomahawk man who 

drowned after a dog 

pushed him underwater 

was identified yesterday as 

67-year-old David Lewicki. 

Lincoln County authorities 

said he and the dog 

jumped from a pontoon 

boat into the Spirit Flowage 

to cool off Sunday. When 

the man tried to get the pet 

closer to the boat, the dog 

climbed on him and 

pushed him down one-or-

two times. The dog 

escaped unharmed, but 

Lewicki went under. His 

body was recovered a 

couple hours later in five-



and-a-half feet of water. 

Wisconsin Public Service 

crews have been getting a 

workout as yet another 

early morning storm cut 

power to thousands of 

customers stretching from 

Presque Isle to the tip of the 

Door County peninsula.  

Half of Sayner was in the 

dark this morning and over 

a quarter of Eagle River 

began the day with no 

power due to a massive 

lightning show with two 

storm cells that moved 

through about 6:00 this 

morning.   

Wisconsin pheasant hunters 

will have more targets this 

fall. The D-N-R will release 

75-thousand birds about a 

week before the season 

opens October 19th. That‟s 

almost a-third more than 

last year‟s release of 54-

thousand. 

 



 
Counterfit money in the 
Rhinelander area News 8/28/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Rhinelander Police 

Department is warning both 

business owners and the 

public to be on the lookout 

for counterfeit money.  

Several bars discovered the 

bogus bills over the 

weekend, mostly 20‟s.  They 

recommend a quick 

examination before 

opening the cash register to 

check for watermarks or by 

using a special pen that will 

identify a counterfeit.  

Passing the fake currency is 

a federal crime. 

 

A Lincoln county man will 

be sentenced in October 

after injuring four people by 

tossing an aerosol can into 

a fire.  20-year old Ryan 

Pepple pleaded guilty to 

one felony and two 

misdemeanors.  He put a 

can of spray paint in a fire 

at a party in the township of 

Bradley last year and the 

resulting explosion burned 



the four, one so severely 

they had to be airlifted to 

Madison.  Investigators said 

Pepple drove away after 

the blast. 

A pilot project by Wisconsin 

Public Service may ease 

power outages in the North.  

WPS plans to bury nearly 12-

hundred miles of power 

cable beginning next year, 

starting in Minocqua.  

Spokesperson Leah Van Zile 

says the utility has already 

started contacting 

customers that will be 

affected.  The recent storms 

have been putting 

thousands in the dark, 

mostly from trees falling on 

power lines. 

Motorists in Central 

Wisconsin are reminded a 

part of I39 and US51 in 

Rothschild will be closed 

later today.  Detours via 

business 51 and state 29 will 

handle traffic and the DOT 

recommends allowing extra 



travel time.  The closure is 

due to work on the 

northbound on-ramp and 

plans are to reopen the 

stretch of highway by noon 

on Friday. 
 

 
Ft. Hood gunman News 8/29/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

It might be years, or even 

decades before Fort Hood 

gunman Nidal Hasan could 

be put to death. That‟s 

because there‟s a long 

appeals‟ process in the 

military justice system. A jury 

ordered the death penalty 

yesterday for Hasan, who 

killed two Wisconsinites and 

11 others in a shooting 

rampage at Fort Hood 

Texas in November of 2009.  

Amy Krueger of Kiel and 

Russell Saeger of Mount 

Pleasant lost their lives, as 

Hasan claimed he tried to 

protect Muslims from U-S 

troops training to serve in 

Afghanistan. The 42-year-

old Hasan was not allowed 

to make that argument 



before the jury. 

Wittenberg and Rosholt 

rescue crews worked two 

hours yesterday afternoon 

to free a man after a trench 

collapsed on him.  The 32-

year old Marathon county 

man suffered only bumps 

and bruises when mud in 

the trench he was working 

on slid on top of him in the 

town of Franzen. 

The state Insurance 

Commissioner‟s office will 

conduct public meetings 

next week, to answer 

questions about the 

Affordable Care Act. There 

are still questions about the 

federal insurance 

purchasing exchange that 

begins enrolling people 

October first – with 

coverage to start in 2014.  

The 90-minute forums will be 

held next Tuesday in 

Rhinelander, Wausau for 

this area. 



The Rhinelander Hodag is 

center stage nationally 

tonight.  The Travel 

Channel‟s “Mysteries at the 

Museum” program will 

feature the mythical beast 

in the episode airing at 8:00.  

No Powerball winner last 

night so Saturday‟s total 

jumps to 142-million, putting 

the cash option at 79-

million.  In Mega-Millions the 

top prize is 77-million for 

tomorrow night‟s drawing. 

 

 
Wausau woman accused of 
stealing  social security 
money News 8/29/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Wausau area woman is 

accused of stealing over 

41-thousand-dollars in 

Social Security disability 

payments on behalf of her 

disabled son. A federal 

grand jury in Madison 

indicted 54-year-old Susan 

Schepp of Weston 

yesterday. Assistant U-S 

Attorney Bob Anderson said 

Schepp fraudulently 

collected checks on her 

son‟s disability, after he was 



supposed to stop receiving 

them. The prosecutor said 

Schepp carried out the 

scam from June of 2003 

through September of 2008 

– but her son did not 

discover it until a few years 

later, when he alerted 

Social Security officials. 

The Forest County 

Potawatomi is not the only 

Wisconsin Indian tribe 

opposed to the new casino 

the Menominee tribe wants 

to open in Kenosha. Ho-

Chunk spokesman Collin 

Price says there‟s “no 

chance” his group will 

reach a consensus for 

gaming in which he called 

“ancestral Ho-Chunk land.” 

Governor Scott Walker has 

been given the final 

authority to approve the 

long-proposed Kenosha 

casino. Walker wants all 11 

Wisconsin tribes to agree to 

the project before he‟ll 

approve it – and he wants 



them to reach a consensus 

themselves. The 

Potawatomi has fought the 

Kenosha project for years, 

since it would cut into 

revenues for their Casino in 

nearby Milwaukee. 

The Milwaukee Bucks are 

reportedly close to making 

a trade that would bring 

Racine native Caron Butler 

back to his home state. The 

Racine Journal Times and 

the Arizona Republic are 

reporting on a deal in 

which the Bucks would get 

the 33-year-old Butler from 

the Phoenix Suns, in 

exchange for backup point 

guard Ish Smith, and center 

Slava Kravstov.  
 

 
Storms hit Onieda Co.  News 8/30/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Another set of storms, 

another round of power 

outages and damage.  

More than 4” of rain fell 

over parts of Oneida 

County last night, with 

Newbold reporting nearly 

an inch and a quarter in 



less than an hour.  Some 

basements and ditches 

were flooded, small creek 

overflowed their banks and 

wind gusts dropped trees in 

many locations.  Various 

advisories were issued 

during the night including a 

tornado watch for much of 

northern and north central 

Wisconsin.  Early this 

morning Wisconsin Public 

Service reported nearly 

2500 customers without 

power.  That number was 

down to near 700 by 5:00.  

Eagle River, Merrill, 

Rhinelander, Monico, St. 

Germain and Crandon 

were among the hardest 

hit. 

 

Fast food workers in Central 

Wisconsin joined a 

nationwide strike in an effort 

to gain better wages.  

Many people working in the 

industry say trying to live on 

the federal minimum wage 



of $7.25 an hour is 

impossible.  Workers are 

asking for $15 an hour and 

the right to join a union.  

More than 50 cities across 

the country took part in the 

boycott.  In prepared 

statements both 

McDonald‟s and Wendy‟s 

restaurants said they offer 

people an entry into the 

workforce with a starting 

wage, provide the job skills 

and offer advancement 

within their companies or 

somewhere else.  The last 

time the minimum wage 

increased was 2009. 

 

A 59-year old Irma man is 

free on a signature bond, 

charged with disorderly 

conduct and capturing an 

image of nudity.  James 

Losey is accused of 

snapping photos of two 

women changing clothes 

at a beach at Tug Lake, 

north of Merrill.  His next 



court appearance is 

September 12th. 

 

 
Heavy storms rumbles 
through Oneida Co.  
 News 8/30/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

More heavy thunderstorms 

rumbled through northern 

Wisconsin late yesterday 

and last night.  Lightning 

struck an electric regulator 

in Manitowish Waters – and 

it started a house on fire. A 

tree landed on a truck in 

Antigo. Trees also fell in 

Shawano, Lincoln, and 

Marathon counties. Around 

four-inches of rain fell in 

Rhinelander and Monico. 

Gile in Iron County got one-

inch in less than a half-hour. 

That same community also 

had quarter-sized hail. Parts 

of northwest Wisconsin also 

had hail last evening.  

Power outages initially 

affected over 2500 

Wisconsin Public Service 

customers but the lights 

were back on by 9 this 

morning. 

 State D-N-R Secretary 



Cathy Stepp gave final 

approval to a controversial 

grant encouraging more 

Wisconsinites to go hunting-

and-fishing. Stepp had the 

final say on the matter, 

after the Sporting Heritage 

Committee voted 4-to-1 

earlier in the day to give the 

two-year, half-million-dollar 

grant to the United 

Sportsmen of Wisconsin 

Foundation. The panel 

heard a lot of testimony 

about the grant, almost all 

of it in opposition. Critics 

said the group has no 

experience in training 

sportsmen, and its members 

had political ties to majority 

Republicans at the State 

Capitol. The G-O-P inserted 

the grant in the new state 

budget but did not allow 

several conservation groups 

to apply for the money. 

Others said they would 

have been interested in 

seeking the grant had they 



knew it was available. 

Stepp said the budget 

measure gave the D-N-R no 

choice in approving it. But 

she promised, “ample 

opportunity for public 

scrutiny” as the funding and 

promotional work are 

carried out. 

 

 
Interview Phone 8/6/2013 8:20am 3:00 

Talked to Andrew Teichmiller about the 
“See Mi” Triathalon a Minocqua Triathalon 
Benefit.   
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People hitting the road over 
Labor Day weekend News 9/2/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

According to the Triple-A, 

over 700-thousand 

Wisconsinites are hitting the 

road this Labor Day. 

Spokeswoman Pam Moen 

says that‟s a three-and-a-

half percent increase from 

last year. She adds a vast 



majority will be traveling by 

car – so stay safe and 

remember to buckle up.  

The State Highway Patrol 

and local officers have 

ramped up their patrols 

today, one of the busiest 

travel days of the year.  

And the efforts have paid 

off so far with fewer traffic 

accidents reported for the 

first two days of the holiday 

weekend.  Two Merrill men 

were injured in a two car 

crash yesterday afternoon 

in the town of Pine River.  

Lincoln county authorities 

say the accident 

happened just be 2:00 on 

Hwy 64 and high ridge road 

when a minivan reportedly 

pulled out in front of a 

pickup driven by a New 

London woman.  The truck 

spun off the road into a 

telephone pole and the 

men were taken to the 

hospital.  The woman 

refused medical transport.  



No other details were 

available. 

One of the best parts of 

Northern Wisconsin are the 

weekend activities and on 

this Labor Day Holiday, tens 

of thousands of visitors and 

residents alike had 

something to do.  

Rhinelander‟s inaugural 

PotatoFest downtown was 

an huge success with 

crowds wildly exceeding 

the expectations of 

organizers.  A couple 

thousand more attended 

the 25th annual Eagle River 

Gun Show, the antique car 

show, antique show and 

pork roast in Minocqua and 

the list goes on.  Historically 

this weekend is summer‟s 

last hurrah with cottages 

being closed and schools 

opening tomorrow. 
 

  
Rhinelander man back in 
court News 9/3/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Marcus Alsteens in back in 

Oneida County Court this 

week.  The 23-year old 

Rhinelander man is 



accused of shooting and 

critically wounding his uncle 

after an argument last 

month at their home in the 

city.  At Thursday‟s hearing, 

the results of a competency 

exam will be presented to 

see if Alsteens is competent 

for the case to proceed.  

49-year old Justin Alsteens 

remains in critical condition. 

Authorities in Lincoln county 

were ready to mount a 

search yesterday in the 

Harrison Hills area when a 

nine year old boy was 

reported missing.  A 

Belvidere, Illinois family was 

walking their dogs when the 

animals took off into the 

woods.  The youngster ran 

after them and his parents 

looked for more than an 

hour before calling the 

Sheriff‟s office.  Just before 

deputies, firefighters, the 

DNR and a K9 unit arrived, 

the father found the boy, 



unhurt.   

Traffic on Highway 51 was 

snarled for a time yesterday 

afternoon after the hood of 

a car flew off.  The incident 

happened near county S, 

south of Tomahawk when a 

second vehicle, pulling a 

20-foot camper swerved to 

miss the hood and blew a 

tire.  The Schofield man 

driving the car was cited for 

not having insurance. 

A fallen tree knocked out 

power to nearly 2200 

Wisconsin Public Service 

customers in Minocqua and 

part of Lac du Flambeau 

early yesterday morning.  

The company reported a 

power line was dropped 

west of the city out highway 

70 and crews had things 

back on line a couple hours 

later. 

A western Wisconsin man 

died in a weekend ATV 

crash.  28-year old Austin 



Johnson of Galeville was 

found by his vehicle 

Saturday night after failing 

to make a curve. 

 

  
Semi tanker trucks tips over 
by Merrill News 9/4/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The driver of a semi tanker 

was unhurt after the rig 

tipped over yesterday.  The 

Lincoln County Sheriff‟s 

office reports the ramp from 

Hwy 8 to 51 was closed 

around 4:00.  The truck was 

hauling asphalt but nothing 

leaked.  Officers say the 

speed of the turn 

contributed to the 

accident. 

Wisconsin schools will put a 

new emphasis on reading 

during the school year that 

began in earnest yesterday. 

Early education teachers 

have a new goal of getting 

kids ready-to-read by the 

first grade, to help 

Wisconsin meet the new 

Common Core voluntary 

national standards for 

English and language arts. 



Students will be tested on 

the basis of those 

standards, in an effort to 

improve Wisconsin reading 

scores that have lagged 

behind other states. The 

new state budget has two-

and-a-half million dollars to 

provide literacy screening 

for kindergarteners and first-

graders. Officials say it will 

help teachers identify 

student needs. Also, 

incoming teachers will be 

better trained for reading 

instruction. Starting in 

January, new teaching 

candidates will have to 

pass tests to ensure that 

they know the key elements 

of reading courses. 

Fall colors are appearing in 

Wisconsin – and the state‟s 

tourism Web site is posting 

the Fall Color Report for the 

prettiest views. You‟ll find an 

interactive map at Travel 

Wisconsin-Dot-com. It lists 

the color peaks for over 100 



communities – plus lists of 

local events, scenic drives, 

and more. Eau Claire, 

Hayward, and Beaver Dam 

are already at 10-percent 

of their fall color peaks. 

About a dozen other places 

report peaks at five-percent 

– including Milwaukee, 

Beloit, Wausau, Richland 

Center, and Rhinelander. 
 

 Lac Du Flambeau has 
elections  
 News 9/4/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Voting day yesterday in 

Lac du Flambeau has the 

field set for October first‟s 

general election.  Jamie 

Armstrong and Victoria 

Doud move on in the 

Secretary‟s race while Barry 

LeSieur and Mary Peterson 

will meet next month for the 

Treasurer‟s spot.  Council 

members on the ballot 

include Terry Allen, Eric 

Chapman, Jr, Betty Jo 

Graveen, Alice Soulier, 

Henry St. Gemaine, Sr, 

Joseph Wildcat, Sr, Vivian 

Wolfe and Racquel 

Zortman-Bell.  Elections take 



place at the William 

Wildcat Sr. Community 

Center. 

A 77-year-old man found 

dead near Antigo last 

month was identified 

yesterday as Leonard Peth.   

Dental records identified 

the skeletal remains of the 

Antigo man. Peth was last 

seen seven months ago. His 

body was found August 

22nd in a wooded area.  

The State Patrol is visiting 

Wisconsin high schools to 

alert students about the 

dangers of texting-while-

driving which has been 

against the law in Wisconsin 

since December first of 2010 

– but surveys and 

occasional crashes tell us 

that many have not gotten 

the message, or refuse to 

hear it.   A-T-and-T and the 

Triple-“A” have helped the 

State Patrol conduct events 

across Wisconsin. 

For only the fifth time, the 



state D-N-R has chosen the 

same artist for two annual 

conservation wildlife 

stamps. 30-year-old Caleb 

Metrich of Lake Tomahawk 

won the state‟s design 

contests for both the 

pheasant and waterfowl 

stamps. Virgil Beck of 

Stevens Point won the top 

honors for the wild turkey 

stamp, with a woodland 

scene of strutting gobbler.  

Metrich is Ducks Unlimited‟s 

artist-of-the-year. He 

describes himself as a 

mostly self-taught artist with 

a love of the outdoors. 
 

  
Wausau children missing  News 9/5/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Some tense moments for a 

Wausau family last night as 

they reported their two 

children, 6 and 7 years old 

were missing.  Marathon 

County officials received 

the call about 8:30 and 

were about to launch a 

search in the area of 

Randolph Court and Merrill 

Avenue.  They were found 



safe a couple hours later, 

according to published 

reports, up in a tree by a 

relative. 

Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson voted no 

yesterday, when the   U-S 

Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee endorsed a U-S 

military strike against Syria.  

The vote was 10-to-7 to 

send the measure to the full 

Senate for a decision next 

week.  Johnson said he 

does not have quote, "any 

kind of comfort level" that 

the Obama White House 

has done enough planning 

for the repercussions of 

attacking Syria -- which has 

been criticized for making a 

deadly chemical weapons 

attack against its people 

last month.   No Wisconsin 

member of Congress has 

come out in support of a 

military strike.   

A vote in Madison today 



could close about 3500 

acres of state managed 

forest land to the public in 

Iron and Ashland Counties.  

That land is near the site of 

the Gogebic Taconite mine 

and lawmakers blame 

protesters for the move.  

Vandalism and other 

damage have been 

reported and prosecuted 

and the measure, that was 

proposed last Friday, would 

give the company the 

authority to close access to 

the land.  Opponents of the 

bill feel it‟s being rushed to 

a vote.  The move wouldn‟t 

affect the Lac Courte 

Oreilles Harvest Camp, 

however, the main protest 

location set up near the 

proposed mine site.  

 

  
Local govt. workers on alert News 9/5/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Local government clerks 

fear a state Senate bill 

would replace community 

poll workers with out-of-

town partisans appointed 



by the state's parties.  The 

bill is one of several 

measures from Senate 

Elections Committee chair 

Mary Lazich (lah-zick) which 

got public hearings 

yesterday.  The New Berlin 

Republican also wants to 

make poll workers keep lists 

of the documents voters 

use to prove their residency 

when they register.  She 

also suggested firmer rules 

for marking damaged 

ballots and securing ballot 

containers.  Lazich also 

wants to give the governor 

more options in choosing 

nominees for the state 

Government Accountability 

Board, which oversees 

Wisconsin elections.  Critics 

say the change would 

create delays and 

intimidation designed to 

reduce voting in targeted 

areas.   

Rod Grams, a former T-V 



news anchor at channel 7 

in Wausau and U-S senator 

from Minnesota, has gone 

into hospice care after 

ending chemotherapy for 

cancer.  Family 

spokesman Kent Kaiser said 

the 65-year-old Grams was 

diagnosed over a year 

ago.  He completed two 

rounds of chemo, and is 

now getting hospice care 

at his family's farm in the 

town of Crown in east 

central Minnesota. 

A Powerball ticket sold in 

Kaukauna won a million 

dollars last night.  The ticket 

was sold at Crooks Express, 

and it matched all five 

regular numbers but not the 

Powerball to win the 

game's second-prize.  It was 

the sixth time this year that 

a Wisconsin Powerball 

player won a million-

dollars.  Nobody won the 

jackpot last night, so it goes 



up to 203-million dollars for 

Saturday.  

 

 Rhinelander man to stand 
trial 
 New 9/6/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Rhinelander man 

accused of shooting his 

uncle during an argument 

last month is fit to stand trial.  

23-year old Marcus Alsteens 

will be back in Oneida 

Court September 24th, the 

result of a competency test 

to determine if he 

understands what‟s 

happening.  49-year old 

Justin Alsteens is still 

hospitalized and while his 

condition is improving, he 

still hasn‟t been asked 

about the incident at the 

home they shared on 

Mason Street in the city.     

The Senate Mining 

Committee yesterday 

approved a bill closing 

thousands of acres to 

public recreation around 

the Gogebic Taconite mine 

site in Ashland and Iron 

Counties.  Senator Tom 



Tiffany, introduced the 

measure saying safety was 

the primary concern.  The 

Hazelhurst Republican said 

it doesn‟t permanently 

remove the nearly 3500 

acres from the state‟s 

managed forest.  Back in 

June protesters vandalized 

equipment and threatened 

workers at the site.  The 

measure, could reach the 

senate floor for a vote yet 

this month.   

The Occupational Safety 

and Health Administraion 

fined the Packaging 

Corporation of America mill 

in Tomahawk $186,000 for 

an accident that severely 

burned an employee.  

Michael Slesicki was 

working on a coal-fired 

burner in March when it 

ignited.  OSHA discovered 

30 safety violations in their 

investigation.  Five fatalities 

have occurred at the mill in 

the last five years.   



Vilas County has a new 

sheriff in town.  Chief 

Deputy Joe Fath was 

appointed to the position 

by Governor Scott Walker.  

In June, 34 year veteran 

sheriff Frank Tomlanovich 

died after being diagnosed 

with cancer.  Fath will fill out 

the remainder of the term 

until January 5th, 2015 when 

he can then run for the 

seat. 
 

  
 Taylor Co. Sheriffs deputy 
shot News 9/09/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Taylor County Sheriff‟s 

deputy was shot last night 

after an armed standoff 

near the town of Westboro.  

Officials say a 27-year old 

man was hiding in a home 

in violation of a court order.  

Law enforcement, including  

a SWAT team arrived 

around 6:30.  It was shortly 

after that the deputy was 

shot.  The suspect fled the 

house as area residents 

were warned to stay inside.  

After about three hours of 

intense searching the 



unidentified suspect was 

arrested.  The wounded 

officer was airlifted from the 

scene and there‟s no word 

on his condition this 

morning.  Taylor County 

officials will release more 

information later today.  

Officials in Adams County 

are searching for a missing 

woman.  58-year old Marily 

Baumgartner was last seen 

in the town of Preston 

yesterday afternoon.  She‟s 

described as 5‟4”, 145 

pounds with short blonde 

hair and may be confused 

because of problems with 

medication.  She was last 

seen wearing  a white T-shirt 

and shorts with a red 

suitcase.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the Adams County 

Sheriff‟s Department. 

It looks like the Republican 

controlled assembly and 

senate in Wisconsin won‟t 



get much accomplished 

early on as they head into 

the fall legislative session.  

The Assembly canceled its 

meeting days this month 

while the Senate plans only 

one day is session, when it 

could act to restrict public 

access to the proposed iron 

ore mine in the north and to 

create a new crossbow 

hunting season.  Other 

major issues, like school 

choice and tougher drunk 

driving laws have to wait 

until later in the fall. 

 

  
Traffic fatality in Langlade 
Co.  News 9/9/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A traffic fatality was 

reported late yesterday 

morning by Langlade 

County authorities.  The 

Sheriff‟s department 

received several 911 calls 

about an accident at the 

intersection of hwy 52 and 

county “S” shortly after 

11:00.  Deputies found one 

vehicle had rolled over, 

killing the driver, 48-year old 



Randy Houdek of Bryant.  A 

teenaged passenger was 

treated and released from 

Langlade Hospital with 

minor injuries.  The driver of 

the other vehicle, 41 year 

old Daniel Gavinski of 

Greenville and his 

passenger were not hurt.  

The exact cause of the 

accident remains under 

investigation. 

It appears uncertain at best 

whether Governor Scott 

Walker will get the 

campaign 

money needed to win the 

presidency in 2016.  The 

Associated Press says 

Walker is among a group of 

Republican hopefuls 

courting major donors to 

Mitt Romney's failed 2012 

White House bid.  But, many 

Romney donors want to shy 

away from Walker because 

of his criticisms of the way 

Romney ran his campaign.   

The A-P notes it's not too 



early for all the possible 

Republican hopefuls to start 

courting large donations -- 

even though some, like 

Walker and Janesville 

House Republican Paul 

Ryan, are busy with re-

election bids for their 

current offices in 2014. 

 

The Powerball jackpot is at 

245-million-dollars for 

Wednesday night.  Nobody 

won the top prize Saturday, 

but Wisconsin did have 

three big winners with one 

ticket worth 40-thousand-

dollars and two 10-

thousand dollar winners.  In 

Mega Millions, the jackpot is 

at 106-million dollars for 

tomorrow night. 
 

  
Oneida Co. health officials 
are warning about getting 
the flu News 9/10/2013 630a,730a,830a  1:30 

 A one million dollar bond 

was set for the Westboro 

man accused of shooting a 

Taylor County Sheriff‟s 

deputy in an armed 

standoff Sunday.  27-year 

old Alexander Schneider 



allegedly shot deputy Chad 

Kowalczyk when he 

confronted Schneider 

about a violating a 

restraining order at a home 

in Westboro.  Schneider 

already has outstanding 

charges of 2nd degree 

sexual assault of a child 

and recklessly endangering 

safety pending in addition 

to bail jumping.  Now 

attempted first degree 

intentional homicide 

charges may be added.  

He was arrested several 

hours after the shooting 

when he fled the scene, 

leading to a massive search 

by authorities.  Kowalczyk, a 

five year veteran of the 

Taylor County Sheriff‟s 

department is recovering at 

an area hospital. 

Oneida County health 

officials are warning about 

the risks of getting the flu, 

especially among children, 

the elderly and pregnant 



women.  So, they‟re 

supplying free flu shots this 

month into early October.  

Experts advise anyone over 

six months old get the shot.  

The vaccinations are 

available at the health 

department in the court 

house daily from 8:30 to 

4:30. 

Back in May over a dozen 

homes were destroyed by a 

wildfire that charred over 

9000 acres in Bayfield and 

Douglas Counties.  Now, 

the DNR has fined the 

logging company that 

started it.  Ray Duerr 

logging of Rib Lake was 

found negligent of not 

maintaining  and testing the 

fire suppression equipment 

on their machinery and was 

fined over $630,000 by the 

state.  Authorities found 

that a logging crew started 

the fire with sparks from a 

cutting machine.  In all, 47 

structures were destroyed in 



the blaze. 

 

  
Corn drying up News 9/10/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Hot weather is normally great for 

growing corn in Wisconsin -- but not 

now.  The new drought that began in 

July has made almost 80-percent of 

the state's topsoil short-or-very short 

of moisture.  Officials say the recent 

above-normal temperatures have 

only made matters worse.  Crop 

reporters say more farmers are 

chopping their corn for animal feed, 

because it has not pollinated and it's 

drying up. 

Production was halted for a few hours 

last night at Mercury Marine in Fond 

du Lac.  Workers at the outboard 

motor complex were evacuated when 

about 50 gallons of gasoline spilled 

into a large nearby tunnel.  Fire-

fighters were called to make sure no 

one was in the structure in case gas 

vapors were ignited.  The plant was 

cleaned and ventilated before 

employees were allowed back in.   

Concerns are still being raised about 

United Sportsmen, the group which 

had a controversial half-million-dollar 

state grant pulled last week.  The 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reports 

today the United Sportsmen of 

Wisconsin and its affiliated 

foundation did not file state income 

tax returns the last two years.  

Accountants say it's possible the 

groups are an unfamiliar subsidiary, 

in which case they do not have to file 

themselves -- but otherwise, they 

raised enough money to be required 

to file.  The United Sportsmen was 



the only group to apply for a state 

grant to encourage more 

Wisconsinites to go hunting and 

fishing.  Republican lawmakers 

included the grant in the state 

budget, while prohibiting some other 

conservation groups from 

applying.  Questions were raised 

because the group did not train 

outdoor enthusiasts, like the others 

did.  The paper also pointed to the 

group's political connections. 
 

 Controversy over a heliport 
in Woodruff 
 News 9/11/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

If the controversy over siting 

a heliport at Howard Young 

Medical Center in Woodruff 

goes any further, it will have 

to be in court.  The Oneida 

County Board of 

Adjustment ruled yesterday 

the proposal to locate the 

landing pad at the facility is 

legal.  Ministry Health Care 

believes the time saved to 

provide critical care to 

patients will save lives.  Area 

residents believe the 

several flights in and out of 

the hospital will have an 

adverse affect on their 

property values, not to 

mention the noise.  Right 

now those flights originate 



in Rhinelander. The project 

has been back and forth 

over a year now and while 

the committee‟s ruling is 

final at the local level, the 

possibility of legal action 

could ultimately be the final 

decision.   

 

If you party hardy in 

Wausau, it‟s now illegal.  A 

new ordinance targets a 

number of people who end 

up extremely drunk in 

public and cause problems.  

A first offense is a $150 fine 

while a second will double 

that amount.  Police say the 

measure will help ensure 

public safety.  This move 

comes just a month after 

Wausau leaders approved 

a ban on disruptive people 

in city parks.   

State lawmakers consider a 

bill today allowing home 

cooks to sell small amounts 

of baked goods at farmer‟s 

markets and other locations 



without having a 

commercial license.  The 

measure would allow the 

sales without a food 

processing plant license if 

they earn less than $10,000 

per year and applies only to 

nonhazardous foods like 

bread, cookies and muffins 

that don‟t need 

refrigeration.  Proper 

labeling is also required. 
 

  
Car seats for children for low 
income families News 9/11/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Almost a-thousand low-

income families in Wisconsin 

will get free car seats for 

their young children.  The 

State Patrol distributes them 

next week, to help observe 

National Child Passenger 

Safety Week.  Federal 

funding provided the infant 

safety seats and booster 

seats.  They'll be given to 

about two-dozen hospitals, 

clinics, and other groups 

which will hand them out to 

needy families.  The State 

Patrol and the D-O-T will use 

the safety week to remind 



parents about the proper 

use of child safety 

restraints.  A state law 

adopted six-and-a-half 

years ago requires children 

three-and-under to be 

restrained in child safety 

seats when traveling.  All 

but the largest four-to-

seven-year-olds must sit in 

booster seats while buckled 

up. 

The Telemark ski resort near 

Cable in northwest 

Wisconsin is officially closed 

-- again.  A Bayfield County 

judge declared the 

property to be abandoned, 

which could expedite 

foreclosure proceedings.  

Mortgage-holder Dick Short 

says the resort's title can be 

cleared of lien-holders and 

make the place more 

attractive to potential 

buyers.  In recent court 

hearings, it was revealed 

the resort has not had 

electricity or running water 



since March -- and there's 

been evidence of looting in 

the 40 year old, 150-room 

lodge.  Regardless of 

whether it‟s sold, Short says 

the 900-acre property will 

still be used for 

next February's American 

Birkbeiner () cross country 

ski race which attracts 

contestants from 

throughout the world. 

The Mega Millions' jackpot 

has grown to 119-million 

dollars for the next drawing 

Friday night as no one got 

the top prize last night.  

Meanwhile, a big Powerball 

jackpot is up for grabs 

tonight.  It's at 245-million 

dollars.  
 

  
Power outage in Rhinelander News 9/12/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More than 3200 customers 

of Wisconsin Public Service 

were without power for a 

couple hours yesterday 

afternoon.  The lights went 

out just after 4:00 due to a 

malfunction in some 

equipment at the Kemp 



Street substation in 

Rhinelander.  The outage 

affected a large portion of 

the city and stretched to 

rural Tomahawk and 

Gleason.  Crews restored 

power just after 6:00. 

Rhinelander-based 

Northern Waste 

Management is under new 

ownership.  Advanced 

Disposal Services of Florida 

bought the local transfer 

station but will lease the Lac 

du Flambeau facility.  

Northern Waste provided 

residential, commercial and 

industrial hauling for the city 

and surrounding 

communities to Minocqua 

and Flambeau, while 

Advanced Disposal looks to 

increase services.  They 

currently serve 18 states 

and more than 250,000 

customers with nearly 3000 

trucks on the road daily.   

 

Merrill Police are looking for 



help to locate those 

responsible for thousands of 

dollars in damage in city 

parks.  There are 17 parks in 

Merrill and two of them, 

Kichenette and Stange 

along the Prairie River have 

been the hardest hit.  

Broken trees, rest rooms 

destroyed, dumpsters and 

porta potties tipped over 

and more.  Parks manager 

Dan Wendorf says driving 

by it looks like storm 

damage and he‟s afraid 

taxpayers may have to pick 

up the tab if the vandals 

aren‟t caught.  You‟re 

asked to contact the Merrill 

Police Department with any 

information. 

Nobody won Powerball‟s 

top prize last night, so it's 

going up to at least 317-

million for the next drawing 

Saturday night.   In Mega 

Millions, the top prize is 119-

million dollars for tomorrow 

night. 



 

  
Fire in northwest Wisconsin News 9/12/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A timber company was the 

main victim of the massive 

wildfire in northwest 

Wisconsin in mid-May.  The 

Lyme Saint Croix company 

said it incurred over a 

million-dollars of damage, 

when most of its 52-hundred 

acres in Douglas County 

were torched in the blaze.  

Executive Sean Ross said 

the land was not insured for 

fire damage.  The blaze 

blackened 74-hundred 

acres, destroyed 17 homes, 

and caused dozens of 

people to evacuate.  It was 

the largest forest fire in 

Wisconsin in 33 years and 

earlier this week the DNR 

fined Ray Duerr Logging 

company of Rib Lake, 

whose faulty equipment 

triggered the blaze over 

630-thousand dollars, the 

cost of fighting the fire.   

 

N-F-L Commissioner Roger 



Goodell says the league 

should pay attention to 

those offended by the 

Washington 

Redskins' nickname.  He 

told a D-C radio station 

yesterday the N-F-L needs 

to listen if it's offending 

people -- and to make sure 

quote, "we're doing the 

right things to try to address 

that."  The Redskins are 

playing the Packers in 

Green Bay Sunday and 

the Wisconsin Indian 

Education Association plans 

to protest the game.  It's 

also holding a forum on 

the subject tomorrow at U-

W Green Bay.  Goodell 

says a decision to change 

the  name is up to team 

owner Dan Snyder, who has 

vowed never to the 

change it.  Earlier this year, 

10 members of Congress 

asked the Redskins' 

name and Indian logo be 

dropped.  At the time, 



Goodell said the 'Skins 

name was a unifying force 

that quote, "stands for 

strength, courage, pride, 

and respect."  The 

commissioner's comments 

yesterday took a step back 

on that position.   
 

  
Crandon man may get the 
maximum penalty News 9/13/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Forest County District 

Attorney will seek the 

maximum penalty against a 

22-year old Crandon man 

in a gang related attack a 

year and a half ago.  

Dakota Tuckwab was one 

of six men who beat and 

stabbed a 32-year old 

Wausau man and held a 17 

year old pregnant girl 

against her will in the attack 

last February.  He appeared 

in court yesterday and 

pleaded to substantial 

battery and bail jumping 

charges, both felonies.  

Several other charges 

including first degree 

intentional homicide are still 

pending.  Several other 



gang members have been 

sentenced in the case.  

Tuckwab will be back in 

court in November. 

 

12th District State Senator 

Tom Tiffany continues 

making the case for 

denying public access to 

land around the proposed 

Gogebic Taconite mine in 

Iron County.  Calling 

protesters “eco-terrorists” 

and “saboteurs” for laying 

roadblocks, accosting 

workers and even removing 

bolts from a bridge among 

other things, Tiffany said 

until the mining permit is 

either approved or denied, 

restricting access and 

protecting the worksite is 

justified. 

The last time the 

Rhinelander School District 

sold off several of their 

grade school buildings, they 

went rather quickly.  The 

economy was much 



different just a few years 

ago as they‟re now finding 

as the South Park School still 

sits empty.  Superintendent 

Kelli Jacobi said the 

Operations Committee will 

suggest chopping 50-

thousand dollars off the 

quarter million dollar price 

tag.  The building last 

housed the Northwoods 

Community Secondary 

School, one of two charter 

schools in the district, but it‟s 

in need of expensive repairs 

and Jacobi said there are 

no plans to use the building 

so there‟s no reason to 

keep it.   
 

  
Marathon Co. man asks for 
2

nd
 opinion in his reason to 

stand trial News 9/13/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The man accused of 

assaulting two Marathon 

County Jail officers has 

asked for a second opinion 

about his mental ability to 

stand trial.  Circuit Judge 

Michael Moran was 

scheduled to decide 

yesterday whether to rule 

21-year-old Fredrick Morris 



competent, and get his 

case going again -- but the 

request for another opinion 

delayed the decision.  

Morris s pleaded innocent-

by-insanity to three felony 

charges -- two of battery by 

prisoners, and one of 

aggravated battery when 

he attacked the officers, 

leaving one, Julie 

Christensen, with a broken 

skull, from which she‟s still 

recovering. 

A new task force will come 

up with ideas to help 

Wisconsin's rural schools 

improve and stay viable.  

State Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos formed the new 

group and named 

Rhinelander Republican 

Rob Swearingen as its 

chairman.  Vos wants the 

task force to look for ideas 

to help rural schools be 

more innovative and 

efficient.  He also wants 

them to study ways to 



remain financially stable 

while handling declining 

enrollments  and dealing 

with transportation needs.  

The rest of the members will 

be named next week.  The 

group will hold its first two 

meetings in Rhinelander 

and Merrill.   

If you're looking for fall 

colors this weekend, you'll 

see some -- but not much.  

Travel Wisconsin-Dot-Com 

says Trempealeau County 

in the west has the most 

color in the state, at 25-

percent of its peak.  Eau 

Claire is at 20-percent.  

Beaver Dam in southeast 

Wisconsin has the next 

highest fall colors at 15-

percent of their peak.  

Many communities 

throughout the state report 

no red, orange, and yellow 

leaves yet -- but they're 

coming.   
 

 Police chase ends in a 
fatality  
 News 9/18/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A police chase ended up 

fatal for a Merrill man.  



Police were looking for the 

24-year old when it was 

reported he took his 3-week 

old daughter against a 

court order.  She was born 

drug dependent and 

needed medical care.  

When his car was spotted, 

he led officers on a chase 

that ended with him striking 

another car and rolling into 

the ditch.  The accident 

happened about 4:30 

yesterday on hwy W and 

Center Road near Merrill.  

The infant and an 18-year 

old female passenger were 

treated and released from 

an area hospital for minor 

injuries. 

 

The Oneida County Board 

was supposed to decide 

yesterday about allowing 

flat-roofed boathouses on 

area lakes but, it didn‟t 

happen.  The vote was 

postponed to November as 

they wait on the DNR to 



offer an opinion as to how 

close to the water the 

structures could be built.  

The controversial issue has 

been in debate over a year 

with supporters saying the 

boathouses allow home 

owners to enjoy and use 

their lake frontage.  Any 

move away from that 

would hurt investing in lake 

property. 

The state Senate 

yesterday approved a 

bipartisan bill allowing 

hunters to use crossbows 

during bow deer 

season.  Currently only 

physically disabled 

hunters or hunters over 

age 65 can use them. 

The bill's supporters 

argue allowing open 

crossbow hunting would 

expand hunting 

opportunities, spare 

disabled hunters the 



required physical 

examination needed to 

get a permit and 

provide an economic 

boost to the hunting 

industry.  The bill, passed 

on a voice vote, 

includes a two-year pilot 

program for open 

crossbow hunting 

starting next year. 

 

 Northern Wisconsin man 
gets busted in Milwaukee 
 News 9/18/2013  1230p,530p 1:30 

 A northern Wisconsin man 

tried to steal drugs from a 

veterinary clinic in 

Milwaukee -- but when he 

tried to break in, he got 

stuck in an air vent for 10 

hours while naked.  Officials 

said 19-year-old Shane Ray 

of Phelps was discovered 

Monday morning, when 

workers at Milwaukee's 

Small Animal Hospital heard 

him screaming for help.  He 

faces an attempted 

burglary charge.  Police 



Captain Aaron Raap said 

Ray went to the vet hospital 

Sunday night with the idea 

of getting drugs.  Raap 

said Ray couldn't find any 

windows to enter, so he got 

naked on the roof before 

entering the ventilation 

system with a hammer and 

flashlight in each hand.  He 

reportedly crawled in one 

direction, but the air shaft 

got narrower so he had to 

turn around.  Eventually, 

Rapp said the suspect 

missed his entry hole and 

ended up at the ground 

level.  A hospital official said 

the incident caused about 

five-thousand-dollars in 

damage, but 

the ventilating system still 

works.  Ray faces similar 

charges for incidents in 

Oneida and Vilas counties 

in addition to criminal 

trespassing and damage, 

resisting an officer, and bail 

jumping. 



Attorneys will try again 

today to finalize a jury 

for the trial of Jeffrey 

Trevino.  He's the Saint Paul 

man charged with killing his 

wife, 30-year old Kira Steger 

Trevino, who's from the 

Wausau area.  Lawyers on 

both sides have agreed to 

impanel five men and three 

women.  Two dozen others 

were also questioned 

yesterday.  A half-dozen 

more jurors will need to be 

selected before testimony 

can begin.  The trial is 

expected to last about 

three weeks.   
 

 UW Madison on lockdown 
after reports of gun fire 
 News  9/19/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 UW-Madison was in lock 

down mode last night after 

reports of gunfire, stemming 

from an armed robbery.  

Two teenagers are in 

custody after allegedly 

robbing a man at gunpoint 

in the 100 block of West 

Gilman street around 6:30.  

It‟s not known whether the 

shot was fired into the air or 



at someone.  Madison 

police continue their 

investigation. 

 

A Crandon man faces 

prison, accused of sexually 

assaulting children at his 

mother‟s daycare.  39-year 

old William Anderson faces 

six felonies for repeated 

assaults and exposure.  The 

criminal complaint 

indicates his mother would 

leave the children alone 

with him while she ran 

errands.  Anderson‟s 

bedroom doubled as a 

playroom for the kids.  He 

admitted some of the 

contacts when questioned 

by police and he‟s back in 

court October 9th.  

 

A 21-year old Rhinelander 

man is in jail on a $20,000 

cash bond after attacking 

a police officer last 

weekend at the Fall Ride 

activities in Tomahawk.  



Brian Johnson is accused of 

substantial battery and 

resisting after repeatedly 

punching Officer Mark 

Heckendorf of the Merrill 

Police Department who 

sustained a concussion, 

broken nose and chipped 

teeth.  He‟s since been 

released from the hospital.  

Johnson‟s preliminary 

hearing is next Wednesday. 

 

Wausau‟s city council is 

considering a ban on using 

cell phones while driving .  

The ordinance would be 

similar to those in 

surrounding communities, 

like Marshfield, where 

people are not allowed to 

use the devices behind the 

wheel.  The council is 

expected to review the 

issue next month. 

 

A winning lottery ticket was 

sold in South Carolina, so 

we all missed out on the 



399-million Powerball 

jackpot last night.   
 

 Health officials have 
confirmed cases of West 
Nile virus in Wisconsin 
 News 9/19/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

 Health officials have 

confirmed two human 

cases of the West Nile virus 

in Wisconsin.  Dane and 

Lafayette county cases 

indentified the mosquito 

borne illness.  Four other 

human cases are still listed 

as “suspected” pending 

final analysis by the US 

Centers for Disease control.  

Most cases of west nile in 

people show up in August 

and September in the state. 

 

Someone claiming to be 

from the State Patrol is 

calling people, asking for 

money to resolve legal 

matters from a car crash, 

it‟s a scam, and you‟re 

asked to report it. 

Some highway construction 

updates for you now as 

work on Hwy 47 into Lac du 

Flambeau is progressing.  

Fresh blacktop is being laid 



from Bolton Lake Road west 

to Hwy H with the remaining 

curb work expected next 

week.  Residents on the 

north side of the area from 

Little Pines Road to 

Chippewa Street are asked 

to park in the roadway and 

not use your driveways until 

the cement hardens.   

In Minocqua, the second 

phase of the Hwy 51 

renovation continues with 

traffic limited to the center 

lanes as storm sewer and 

water main work is still in 

progress.  The work 

between the water tower 

and Front Street will be 

repaired and resurfaced 

after Beef a Rama next 

weekend and the 

decorative railing along the 

lakeside causeway should 

be installed by the end of 

October.  All work should 

be complete by 

Thanksgiving.  Finally, 

business Hwy 8 or Kemp 



Street into Rhinelander 

should reopen next week as 

work on the sewer 

interceptor project moves 

into the heart of the city. 
 

 Car crash kills Tomahawk 
woman  
 News 9/20/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A car crash yesterday 

afternoon killed a 

Tomahawk woman.  51-

year old Kimberly Madaj 

was traveling on Hwy D in 

the town of King about 3:00 

when her car left the road, 

rolling several times into the 

ditch.  She was trapped 

inside but pronounced 

dead when rescue crews 

were able to free her.  She 

is the wife of the Tomahawk 

High School band director 

and officials are looking into 

how the accident 

happened.   

Speaking of accidents, on 

average ten students a 

year perish in school bus 

accidents.  Now, a state 

senate bill would require 

three point seat belts in all 



new busses, a move 

Rhinelander School 

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

agrees with, but it‟s not a 

perfect solution to saving 

lives.  She says if kids have 

to exit a bus quickly, the 

seat belts could slow that 

process down, but still 

welcomes the move.  Most 

injuries occur when students 

are either getting on or off 

the busses. 

The Merrill man accused of 

killing his wife and dumping 

her body in a Taylor County 

swamp is expected to enter 

a plea in court today.  49-

year old Mark Bucki is in 

Lincoln County Court, 

charged with first degree 

intentional homicide, 

strangulation and 

suffocation and hiding a 

corpse in connection with 

the death of Anita Bucki in 

April.  Her body was 

discovered a couple weeks 

later near Medford.  She 



was originally reported 

missing when investigators 

discovered numerous 

pieces of evidence in the 

family home linking him to 

the killing.  He‟s still in jail on 

a 2-million dollar bond. 
 

 

Gov. Walker announces 
policy changes 
 News 9/20/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

announced policy changes 

aimed at curbing fraud in 

Wisconsin's public 

assistance programs.  He‟s 

ordered the Health Services 

department provide 

stronger oversight.  That was 

after it was learned 

regulators don't ask self-

employed applicants about 

all their income in 

determining eligibility for 

things like food stamps.  The 

new policies include re-

instating asset limits for 

those seeking food aid --

 forcing self-employed 

people to provide tax 

returns with aid applications 



-- and sharing more data 

among state agencies.  

Walker also wants to create 

a fraud prevention task 

force. 

The Douglas County town 

of Gordon lost its fire station 

in the area's second 

devastating blaze this 

year.  In May, the station 

was the command post 

for a massive forest fire in 

northwest Wisconsin that 

destroyed 17 homes.  

Yesterday, the station itself 

went up in flames.   Fire 

Chief Mike Chmielecki said 

when he got there, smoke 

and flames were already 

spewing out.  Six fire trucks 

were destroyed, along with 

a snowmobile and other 

emergency vehicles.  the 

cause is not known. 

Prosecutors say the murder 

of a Wausau area native 

was all about rage, 

jealousy, and deception by 

her husband in a marriage 



that was on the rocks.  

Testimony began yesterday 

in the trial of Jeffrey Trevino, 

charged with killing his wife 

Kira at their home in Saint 

Paul Minnesota in February.  

Ramsey County prosecutor 

Andrew Johnson told jurors 

Kira wanted to separate -- 

but he didn't want to let her 

go. Kira disappeared  in 

late February.  Her body 

was found in early May in 

the Mississippi River.  The trial 

is expected to run for at 

least two more weeks. 
 

 
Eagle River is investigating 
burglaries in the city 
 News 9/23/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Police in Eagle River are 

investigating another 

number of burglaries in the 

city and money is the 

target.  Business owners and 

residents are encouraged 

to keep doors and windows 

locked and report any 

suspicious activity 

immediately to the police 

or sheriff‟s department. 

The human remains 



discovered near Plum Lake 

by a hunter a week ago 

were identified over the 

weekend.   Forensics 

experts in Madison ID‟d the 

body as that of Sandra 

Schinke of Sayner.  She was 

reported missing in early 

April and the subject of an 

intensive ground search.   

For the second time in a 

week, a squirrel hunter has 

been shot in Marathon 

County.  The Sheriff‟s 

department confirmed a 

fatality Saturday morning 

shortly after 10:00 on 

country road “F”.  More 

information is expected 

later today.  

The company testing the 

feasibility of a new mine in 

northern Wisconsin is 

against the latest 

compromise to keep 

protesters away.  Earlier this 

month a bill was 

introduced, effectively 



closing over 3500 acres of 

public lands that surround 

the potential mine site in an 

effort to protect workers.  

Now, a bi-partisan measure 

may scale that back to 

provide a 300-foot circle 

around Gogebic Taconites 

activities and a 50-foot 

buffer on an access road.  

A spokesman for the firm 

said, because they move 

around so much the new 

limits wouldn‟t work.   

A new bill to curb underage 

drinking is gaining support.  

The so-called Brown Jug bill 

makes penalties more 

expensive.  The measure 

would allow bar owners to 

take the underage drinkers 

or their parents to court and 

face an additional $1000 

fine.  Opponents say it goes 

too far and enforcing 

existing laws can control it. 

 

 
Fire in Northwest Wisconsin News 9/23/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 Fire departments 



throughout Wisconsin are 

lending equipment to a 

volunteer force that lost 

everything in a blaze last 

Thursday.  The town of 

Gordon, about 35 miles 

south of Superior, lost its fire 

hall and everything in it -- 

including a half-dozen fire 

trucks and fire-fighters' 

gear.  By Saturday, Gordon 

already had a truck loaned 

by nearby Grantsburg.  The 

town of Jackson in 

southeast Wisconsin loaned 

a truck and Fire Chief Mike 

Chmielecki said a 

third truck was expected to 

arrive today.  Also, the state 

and Douglas County 

Emergency Management 

provided things like hoses 

and tools.  Indianhead 

Technical College offered 

gear from its fire training 

program.  The chief says the 

damage was so extensive, 

it's likely impossible that a 

cause will be determined. 



Wisconsin would ease up 

on its regulations for captive 

deer, under new policy 

changes to be considered 

Wednesday by the state 

Natural Resources Board.  

The new rules are designed 

to prevent a repeat of a 

nationally-publicized 

incident, in which D-N-R 

workers seized-and-killed a 

captive baby deer that was 

being treated at a Kenosha 

County rehab shelter. 

Wisconsin had another big 

night at the Emmys.  A-B-

C's "Modern Family," 

created by former Madison 

T-V anchor Steve Levitan, 

won  Best Comedy Series 

for the fourth straight year.  

Levitan, a U-W Madison 

graduate, is the show's 

executive 

producer.  "Behind the 

Candelabra," an H-B-

O movie on the life of West 

Milwaukee native Liberace, 

won 11 Emmys Also, 



Waukesha native Richard 

Dahm was honored during 

last night's prime-time Emmy 

broadcast.  He's part of the 

writing group for "The 

Colbert Report," which 

received the award for 

Outstanding Writing in a 

Variety Show.  
 

High speed chase ends up 
with people in jail  
 News 9/24/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A high speed chase 

through central Wisconsin 

over the weekend have 

three men in jail.  20-year 

old Michael Hays of Merrill, 

21-year old Archie Biddell of 

Antigo and 18 year old 

Lyndell Dale of Wausau 

face charges ranging from 

first degree recklessly 

endanging safety, fleeing 

an officer, possession of 

THC to several traffic 

offenses.  The trio reportedly 

were involved in an armed 

robbery where two others 

were hurt early Sunday 

morning in Plover.  The 

chase took authorities 

through Rothschild and 



Weston, ending in Ringle 

when the suspects crashed 

their car and fled into the 

woods.  They were arrested 

a short time later.  Police 

say they were involved in 

the armed robbery but 

nothing shows up in online 

court records.   

 

Still confused about how 

the Affordable Care Act 

impacts you?  You‟re not 

alone.  Beginning January 

first, Americans are required 

to have health insurance 

under the so-called 

Obamacare.  Beginning 

next week, those without 

health insurance have a 

new way to shop for it 

through exchanges or 

marketplace.  In Wisconsin 

it affects at least 640,000 

people, including about 

125,000 who‟ll have to 

transition off Medicaid.  

Thirteen private insurers in 

the state will offer plans.  



Fines will be levied if you go 

without coverage.  If you're 

a senior on Medicare. 

You're all set.  If you're 

someone who has health 

insurance, you can still shop 

around on the Marketplace 

to find better coverage. 

And you might want to see 

f you're eligible for tax 

subsidies.  If you're happy 

with the health insurance 

you have through work, you 

don't have to do anything.  

October 1st is the magic 

date.  There‟s more 

information at healthcare-

dot-gov. 

 

 
More testimony in Wausau 
murder case.   News 09/24/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

The man admitting having 

an affair with Wausau area 

native Kira Steger testified in 

her husband's murder trial in 

Minnesota.  Prosecutors said 

Jeffrey Trevino murdered 

Kira because of the affair 

and her desire to end their 

marriage.  Yesterday, Ryan 

Wendt testified Steger sent 

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Who-is-Affected-by-Obamacare-224950282.html


him a text message just 

before midnight on 

February 21st -- he replied a 

short time later -- and he 

never heard from her 

again.  He said he became 

friends with Steger before 

beginning a casual affair in 

January.   

 Authorities are still trying to 

determine how a 55-year-

old woman died, after her 

remains were found in the 

woods last week.  Sandra 

Schinke of Sayner was 

reported missing 17 months 

ago in the Northern 

Highland State Forest.  Vilas 

County Sheriff Joe Fath said 

dental records helped 

identify Schinke and 

investigators are still waiting 

for test results from the 

State Crime Lab to clarify 

how she died.   

New restrictions are being 

considered for hunting and 

trapping in Wisconsin state 

parks.  The Natural 



Resources Board will be 

asked tomorrow to adopt 

emergency rules to ban the 

shooting of guns, bows, and 

cross-bows from recreation 

trails or across them.  Also, 

trappers would have to use 

dog-proof snares in those 

areas.  The Board will 

consider the changes when 

it meets at Pembine.  If 

approved, they'll take 

effect November 15th.  A 

state law adopted a year 

ago ended a general ban 

on hunting-and-trapping in 

state parks -- but under the 

law, the D-N-R could still 

restrict the activities in 

specific areas. 
 

 Marcus Alsteen’s trial to 
move forward News 9/25/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The state has enough 

evidence in the case 

against Marcus Alsteens to 

move forward to trial.  The 

23-year old Rhinelander 

man faces charges of first 

degree intentional 

homicide, aggravated 

battery, endangering 



safety, injury by negligent 

use of a weapon and 

others in connection with a 

shooting incident in the city 

last month.  Alsteens 

admitted to shooting his 

uncle, 49-year old Justin 

Alsteens after an argument 

at their Mason Street home.  

A competency hearing 

earlier this month 

determined the younger 

Alsteens was fit to stand trial 

and yesterday Oneida 

County Circuit Judge 

Patrick O‟Melia said the trial 

will proceed.  He‟s back in 

court October 7th. 

 

Statton‟s General Store 

outside Tomahawk was 

broken into in July with a 

number of guns stolen.  A 

Mosinee man will now 

spend five years in federal 

prison because of it.  31-

year old Julian Alvarez was 

sentenced yesterday for 

unlawful possession of 



firearms by a felon.  He 

pleaded guilty to the 

charge after authorities 

found four loaded guns in 

his bedroom, two of them 

stolen from Statton‟s.   

Majority Republicans 

unveiled eight new jobs bills 

for Wisconsin yesterday, 

most aimed at training 

more workers for high 

demand jobs like 

manufacturing.  Other 

measures seek to bolster 

the state‟s youth 

apprenticeship program, 

provide scholarships to top 

students pursuing technical 

education and vocational 

rehab services to help those 

with disabilities.  Democrats 

say the entries are too little 

too late and inadequate 

for a state lagging behind 

the nation in creating jobs. 

 

Nobody won the Mega 

Millions' jackpot last night, 

so it goes up to 173-million 



dollars for Friday. In 

Powerball, the jackpot for 

tonight is at 50-million 

dollars. 
 

      

Search warrant leads to the 
arrest of several people 
 News 9/25/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

The Vilas County Sheriff‟s 

department and Lac du 

Flambeau police executed 

a search warrant last week, 

leading to the arrest of 

several people.  This is a 

continuing effort on the 

band‟s part to ensure the 

safety of both tribal 

members and general 

public.  The home, on Little 

Pines road, within the 

exterior boundaries of the 

reservation contained items 

believed to have been 

obtained from illegal drug 

or criminal activity.  They 

included a stolen weapon, 

drug paraphernalia, 

money, surveillance 

equipment and drugs.  

Other electronic equipment 

was also seized.  Two men 

and a woman were 



arrested.  The search was 

done as part of Operation 

Pandora, a clandestine 

effort by multiple law 

enforcement agencies to 

combat the drug trade on 

the reservation.  

Investigations led to 

numerous arrests this past 

June and authorities say 

they‟re not finished yet. 
 

One of 19 people arrested 

in a pair of sexual sting 

operations has taken his 

own life.  39-year-old Brian 

Uttecht of Kronenwetter, 

southeast of Wausau, was 

arrested last Friday 

and released from jail 

Monday night on a 

signature bond.  Police 

said Uttecht was found 

dead yesterday morning at 

his home from a self-

inflicted gunshot wound. 
 

 

A man accused of 

shooting-and-wounding a 



Taylor County sheriff's 

deputy has to get a lawyer 

before he can start 

answering to eight criminal 

charges.  28-year-old 

Alexander Schneider made 

his first court appearance 

yesterday, for a series of 

incidents September 8th in 

which sheriff's officer Chad 

Kowalczyk was wounded.  

He was confronted at his 

home about violating a 

restraining order when he 

fired four times at the 

deputy.  Alexander's initial 

appearance will resume 

October eighth in Medford.   
 

 
Drug busts in Forest Co.  News 9/26/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More arrests are pending in 

Forest County after a drug 

bust early yesterday.  39-

year old Andrew Phillips 

and 19-year old Taylor 

LaBarge were arrested after 

deputies and Crandon 

Police searched a home on 

Midway Lane in the town of 

Laona.  Likely charges 

include delivery and 



keeping a drug house.   

 

21-year old Brian Johnson 

faces two felony charges 

for assaulting an officer 

during the Fall Ride in 

Tomahawk earlier this 

month.  The Rhinelander 

man is accused of 

punching Merrill officer 

Mark Heckendorf in the 

face, breaking his nose and 

chipping a tooth.  His 

attorneys asked for a new 

judge, delaying the case.   

 

A Rhinelander teen will 

spend five months in jail 

following a plea deal in a 

stabbing incident last 

December.  17-year old 

Michael Thimm got into an 

argument with his mother 

and her boyfriend over a 

computer then stabbed 

Joel Sandberg, and his 

mother, Theresa Nordquist 

when she tried to intervene.  

The court recognized 



Thimm suffers from a form of 

autism in handing down the 

sentence.  He‟ll also have 

four years of extended 

supervision. 

The Rhinelander Agricultural 

Research Station east of the 

city ended up with a few 

tons of potatoes it doesn‟t 

need so they contacted 

the area food pantry to 

donate the spuds for 

distribution to families in 

need.  But there‟s a catch.  

They need to pick them 

and now the pantry is 

looking for help.  And, 

anyone helping can take a 

bag of their own.  If you 

can volunteer between 4 

and 6 o‟clock tomorrow, 

the potato field is about 

eight miles east of 

Rhinelander on county 

highway “C” and there will 

be signs. 
 

 
Wisconsin lawmakers meet 
to discuss a law concerning 
schooling  News 9/26/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

State lawmakers will hold 

a hearing a week from 

today on whether Wisconsin 



should continue using the 

national Common Core 

standards for public school 

students.  Newly-named 

committees in the Assembly 

and Senate are planning a 

seven-hour public hearing 

next Thursday at the 

Capitol.  Later hearing 

dates could be set 

elsewhere in Wisconsin.  

Yesterday, Republican 

leaders in both houses 

created new panels to 

review and possibly repeal 

and replace the Common 

Core standards -- stronger 

goals for getting youngsters 

to achieve in math and 

reading.  Wisconsin 

adopted Common Core in 

2010 -- but activists in both 

parties say they don't like a 

national curriculum, and 

they fear the federal 

government will take over 

the preparing of lesson 

plans.   

Authorities  now say a 



squirrel hunter was 

killed when a friend in his 

hunting party mistook him 

for another animal last 

weekend.  The victim was 

identified yesterday as 29-

year-old Xou Chang of 

Wausau.  He and two 

others were hunting last 

Sunday morning northeast 

of Athens in Marathon 

County.   

The D-N-R is considering a 

new restriction on bringing 

firewood into state parks, to 

slow the spread of the tree-

killing emerald ash borer.  

Firewood is the main carrier 

of the ash beetle, which 

moved into far northwest 

Wisconsin for the first time 

this year.  Yesterday in 

Pembine, the Natural 

Resources Board agreed to 

hold public hearings on 

reducing the distance that 

firewood can be brought 

onto state-owned 

properties from 25-miles to 



10.   It will continue to be 

against the law to bring in 

firewood from other states.  
 

 
Kemp St. bridge to opne in 
Rhinelander News 9/27/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The route into Rhinelander 

should improve today.  City 

officials say the Kemp Street 

bridge is expected to open 

early this afternoon.  That‟s 

the main artery, as business 

highway 8 into and through 

Rhinelander.  It‟s been 

closed several months for 

work on utilities and sewer 

on much of the east side of 

the city.  That is now moving 

into town.  Detours led to 

traffic congestion at several 

downtown intersections 

over the period.   

Drivers are also reminded of 

the changes coming to 

Minocqua tomorrow as 

thousands of people head 

to the Island City for Beef-a-

Rama.  Police Chief Andy 

Gee tells us Highway 51 into 

and out of the city will be 

down to two lanes, split 



north and south and 

Oneida Street downtown 

will be closed to traffic.  

There will also be a shuttle 

lane to handle the 

pedestrian traffic.  The 

highway construction just 

north of town continues 

and that also has traffic to 

two lanes up to the hwy 70 

intersection.  The Chief says 

if you don‟t have to travel 

his direction, to avoid the 

Minocqua area by a 

different route, but in the 

same breath says he 

doesn‟t know why you‟d 

want to.   

While Oneida County 

struggles with boat house 

regulations, when it comes 

to private boat launches, 

things seem a bit smoother.  

It‟s currently illegal to 

improve them if a lake has 

public access but the 

county‟s zoning committee 

wants to allow people to 



maintain the private 

launches.  Runoff and other 

environmental concerns will 

be addressed in any future 

ordinance, which now 

heads to full board for 

approval. 

 

 
Beef A Rama on the way in 
Minocqua News 9/27/2013 1230p.530p 1:30 

A judge in Saint Paul 

expects jury deliberations to 

begin Tuesday in the trial of 

Jeffrey Trevino, charged 

with killing his wife, Kira 

Steger Trevino, whose from 

the Wausau area.  Jurors 

heard six days of 

testimony.   Prosecutors said 

the couple got into a 

bloody fight at their home 

in February, then Jeffrey 

Trevino placed his wife's 

body into the Mississippi 

River where it was found 

two-and-a-half months 

later.  Steger was reportedly 

about to leave Trevino for 

another man.  District 

Judge Leonardo Castro 

says closing arguments and 



jury deliberations are on 

track to begin Tuesday. 

Wisconsin motorists will 

again face a high-risk of 

colliding with deer this fall.  

Car-deer crashes are a 

problem throughout the 

year -- but it gets worse in 

October and November 

during the deer mating 

season.  Almost 19-

thousand vehicles struck 

deer in the Badger State 

last year.  Dane County 

had the most with 851 

crashes, followed by 

Shawano County and 

Waukesha.  Deer were 

involved in more than half 

of all traffic crashes last 

year in Taylor, Green Lake, 

and Shawano counties.   

 

Drivers are also reminded 

it‟s Beef-A-Rama this 

weekend in Minocqua and 

Hwy 51 traffic will be 

rerouted to two lanes north 



and south around the city, 

with the main street, 

Oneida Avenue, closed 

downtown.  A special 

shuttle lane for pedestrians 

will also be utilized.  Police 

Chief Andy Gee also 

reminds motorists to be 

aware of the pedestrian 

crossing lights on 51near 

Minocqua Furniture and 

Rogers Drive, as it‟s a new 

system in the state and not 

easily recognized.  Bottom 

line he says, if it‟s red, stop.      

 

 
Plane Crash in Marathon Co.  
 News 9/30/2013 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

No one was hurt when a 

plane crashed yesterday in 

Marathon County.  Just 

after 2:00 authorities 

reported a light plane went 

down on a private airstrip 

near highway 29 in Hatley.  

The Sheriff‟s Department 

reports the pilot was trying 

to land when a gust of wind 

forced it to the ground.  The 

pilot was able to get out 



before the plane caught 

fire.   

 

A series of burglaries may 

have been solved with the 

arrest of a Tomahawk 

woman.  39-year old 

Michelle Goersch was 

arrested after she tried 

pawning several items 

stolen earlier last week.  

Police are looking into 

burglaries in Lincoln, 

Langlade and Oneida 

Counties, which they say 

are all related.  Goersch 

faces charges of felony 

burglary, theft and criminal 

damage to property in 

Lincoln County and others 

may follow pending results 

of the investigation. 

A shooting incident in Merrill 

yesterday has a 31-year old 

man in jail.  According to 

police reports the man and 

several others went to a 

rural home looking for 

someone.  That person 



wasn‟t there and the 

suspect allegedly held a 

gun to someone‟s head 

inside.  The man left in a car 

and one of the victims in 

the house follow him.  At 

some point the suspect 

stopped, got out and fire 

several shots before 

heading to tavern, where 

he was arrested.   While not 

yet identified, the man is 

reportedly facing charges 

of first degree recklessly 

endangering safety, 

burglary and several other 

charges.  Four others were 

arrested in the case for 

disorderly conduct and 

obstructing an officer by 

providing false information.   

 

 
Govt. could shut down News 9/30/2013 1230p,530p 1:30 

A congressional game of 

chicken is on between 

now-and-midnight, to 

determine if the federal 

government will have a 

limited shutdown at this 

time tomorrow.  The 



Republican-controlled 

House forced 

the Democrats' hand by 

voting early yesterday to 

delay key parts of the 

Affordable Care Act, and 

repeal the Obama-care tax 

on medical devices.  All five 

Wisconsin House 

Republicans supported 

that.  They also voted to 

keep the rest of the 

government funded when 

the new fiscal year begins 

at midnight, going on 

record against a 

shutdown.   Majority Leader 

Harry Reid promised to 

reject the House package, 

which was voted down by 

all three Wisconsin 

Democrats in that 

chamber.  Funding would 

continue for the health law 

-- and therefore, the law's 

purchasing exchanges 

would still take effect 

tomorrow as planned.  

Wisconsin officials say 



they're ready.  Federal 

employees would not be 

paid if there's a shutdown.  

Wisconsin would be 

affected the least by that, 

since the state ranks last in 

its numbers of federal 

workers with around 15-

thousand.  
 

If you need to mow your 

lawn, the next two days 

would be a good time to 

do it.  Dry weather is 

predicted into Wednesday, 

and temperatures will stay 

above normal.  The recent 

drought has not stopped 

the weeds from growing -- 

and many lawns are a bit 

greener now, after the 

recent rains.  After that, a 

low-pressure system is 

expected to move in, 

bringing rain and somewhat 

cooler temperatures for the 

rest of the week. 
 
 

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 

at 189-million dollars for 



tomorrow night, after 

nobody won the top prize 

last time.   The Powerball 

jackpot is at 70-million for 

Wednesday night. 
 

 
Interview Phone 9/10/2013 8:33am 3:00 

Preview the annual Alzheimers Walk 
Fundraiser with Julie St. Pierre  

 
      

  

 


