
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1500AM WASHINGTON, DC 
103.9FM HD-2 
107.7FM HD-2 

 

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT REPORT 
1ST QUARTER 2017 

DECEMBER 25TH • MARCH 25TH     
 

MOLLY WELTON 
NEWSROOM ADMINISTRATOR & 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST 
 



 

WFED • CCR 1ST QUARTER 2017 • DECEMBER 25TH – MARCH 25TH  

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
  
     Section I  ASCERTAINMENT 
 
     Section II PROGRAMMING  
    
   Section III  PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING 
 
   Section IV  SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 
 
   Section V  COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
       
   Section VI  PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WFED • CCR 1ST QUARTER 2017 • DECEMBER 25TH – MARCH 25TH   
____________________________________________________________________ 

I 

 
ASCERTAINMENT 

 
As part of our continuing effort to serve our listeners, WFED Federal News Radio talked 
with various governmental and community leaders about the issues facing our area.  The 
Top Three concerns were: Employee Pay & Benefits, Executive Branch Management and 
Cybersecurity. 

 
The Top Issues were: 

 
1. Hiring Freeze 
2. 2018 pay raise 
3. Government reorganization 
4. Inauguration Day planning 
5. TSP investing advice  
6. 2018 budget proposal 
7. 2017 pay raise 
8. Bills that effect federal employees 
9. 2018 defense fending levels 
10.  Air Force personnel policies 
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II.I 

PROGRAMMING 
 
WFED Federal News Radio 1500 AM provides comprehensive coverage of the Federal Government. 
WFED reports the business of government: management, procurement, technology, security, policy, 
pay and benefits.  In addition to daily coverage of the operations of the Federal Government, WFED 
features the following programs: 
 
 
THE FEDERAL DRIVE  
Tom Temin host’s The Federal Drive, which airs weekdays from 6-10 a.m. The show reports and 
analyzes the latest news affecting the federal government, government contractors, and the 
community in which they operate. 
 
AMTOWER OFF-CENTER  
Hosted by nationally-known speaker and consultant Mark Amtower, Off-Center highlights the good, 
the bad, the ugly and the just plain silly of doing business in the government market. Every Monday at 
noon, experts join Mark for a lively discussion of current issues facing the government contractor 
community. 
 
WOMEN OF WASHINGTON  
Women of Washington features interviews with Washington D.C.'s ambitious and influential female 
executives; role models for the next generation Washington leader. Every Monday and Wednesday at 
1 p.m., hosts Aileen Black and Gigi Schumm interview the most accomplished women in Washington, 
who share their life lessons and secrets to success. Contact Aileen and Gigi via email at 
gigi@accelgovstrat.com and aileen@accelgovstrat.com. 
 
PENTAGON SOLUTIONS  
Pentagon Solutions is a deep-dive conversation series that calls on defense experts both inside and 
outside of DoD to share ideas that will solve the big challenges the defense community faces.  
Federal News Radio’s Tom Temin hosts Mondays at 2 p.m. 
 
OFF THE SHELF 
Hosted by Roger Waldron of the Coalition for Government Procurement,Off the Shelf interviews 
federal contracting experts from both inside and outside of government on the issues that matter 
most. Off The Shelf airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11 a.m. 
 
FEDERAL TECH TALK 
Federal Tech Talk looks at the world of high technology in the federal government. Host John Gilroy 
of Lectromec speaks the language of federal CISOs, CIOs and CTOs, and gets into the specifics for 
government IT systems integrators. Every Tuesday and Thursday at 1 p.m., John covers the latest 
government initiatives and the latest technology news for the federal IT manager and government 
contractor. Follow John on Twitter @raygilray. 
 
 

mailto:gigi@accelgovstrat.com
mailto:aileen@accelgovstrat.com
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II.II 

YOUR TURN WITH MIKE CAUSEY  
Senior Correspondent Mike Causey takes calls and emails live for an hour Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. on Federal News Radio.  Mike discusses everything from pay, benefits and retirement, to 
buyouts, COLAs and pay freezes. Questions can be sent to mcausey@FederalNewRadio.com 
or by calling during the show: 202-465-3080. 
 
ON DOD 
The one-hour show focuses on the programs and policies that affect the Defense Department. Each 
week, defense reporter Jared Serbu speaks one-on-one and in depth with the people responsible for 
managing the inner workings of the federal government's largest department, and those who know it 
best. On DoD airs Wednesdays, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
 
ASK THE CIO 
The Chief Information Officer is responsible for information technology policies and strategies that 
govern how individual Federal Government networks are managed.  Every Thursday at 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m., host Jason Miller interviews federal agency CIOs about the latest directives, IT challenges and 
successes. 
 
AGENCY OF THE MONTH  
Agency of the Month examines the many important facets of government agencies. Each month, 
Federal News Radio speaks with top executives from a specific agency about the issues most 
important to its mission. Agency of the Month airs Fridays at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
 
FED ACCESS  
From how to win government jobs and contracts, to effectively managing your government career, 
learning about interesting federal agencies, workers and jobs, and best utilizing government services, 
host Derrick Dortch explores the world of the federal government and provides you the access 
needed to succeed. Fed Access can be heard Fridays at noon. 
 
INTERNATIONAL EDITION 
VOA’s International Edition delivers insight into world news through eye-witnesses, correspondent 
reports and analysis from experts and news makers.  It also keeps you in touch with social media, 
science and entertainment trends. 
 
ISSUES IN THE NEWS 
Prominent Washington correspondents discuss topics making headlines around the world in VOA’s 
Issues in the News. 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE USA 
This weekly program provides listeners with information and insights on a wide range of topics 
spanning U.S. politics, foreign policy, global health, science and culture. Carol Castiel and other 
panelists interview bestselling authors, analysts, U.S. government officials, ambassadors and foreign 
heads of state about critical issues. 
 
 

mailto:mcausey@FederalNewRadio.com
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ENCOUNTER 
VOA’s Encounter brings depth, perspective, and insight to the world around us. Each week, host 
Carol Castiel is joined by two advocates from the world of politics, culture, public policy, or 
academia. Critical issues in the news that affect our lives and global stability are debated and 
discussed in a free-wheeling, unscripted discussion of fact and opinion.   
 
GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ   
Hosted by noted jazz expert Dick Golden, this educational series presents traditional jazz and the 
stories behind the music. GW Presents American Jazz is produced by The GW Global Media Institute 
in association with Tony Bennett’s Exploring the Arts Foundation, The John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts and The Duke Ellington School of the Arts. It airs on weekends.   
 
THE KALB REPORT   
Moderated by legendary journalist Marvin Kalb, The Kalb Report is an award-winning public 
television, radio and online series exploring the transformation of journalism in the 21st century and 
the vital role of the press in our democracy.  It’s produced jointly by the George Washington 
University, the Shorenstein Center at Harvard University, the National Press Club Journalism 
Institute, University of Maryland University College, and the University of Maryland Philip Merrill 
College of Journalism.  It airs on weekends. 
 
THIS JUST IN  
Hosted by CBS Anchor and Reporter Sam Litzinger, This Just In brings you the story of news and 
the people behind the headlines. This Just In is presented by The GW Global Media Institute in 
association with The Newseum and the National Press Club and airs weekends. 
 
MUSIC AND THE SPOKEN WORD   
"From the crossroads of the West, we welcome you to a program of inspirational music and spoken 
word."  Those words, from more than eight decades ago, still open the program. Today, Music and the 
Spoken Word has become the world's longest-running continuous network broadcast and is carried on 
more than 2,000 radio and television stations and cable systems. It can be heard Sundays at 7 a.m. 
 
CBS WEEKEND ROUNDUP 
CBS News national correspondent Dan Raviv presents a compilation of interviews with CBS News 
radio and TV correspondents and various newsmakers, reports through the week that have aired both 
on CBS-TV and CBS Radio, and commentary from actor and TV personality Charles Grodin. CBS 
Weekend Roundup airs at 5 p.m. Sundays. 
 
MEET THE PRESS 
For almost as long as there has been television, there's been "Meet the Press." The hour long public 
affairs program features interviews with U.S. and world leaders, and reviews, analyzes and discusses 
the news of the week -- all while looking toward the week ahead.  Hosted by NBC’s Chuck Todd, 
Meet The Press airs Sundays at 8 p.m. 
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II.IV 

MOTLEY FOOL MONEY 
A team of Motley Fool analysts discuss the week's top business and investing stories, interviews, and 
take an inside look at the stocks on their radar. Hosted by Chris Hill, Motley Fool Money airs Sundays 
at 9 p.m. 
 
OF CONSUMING INTEREST  
Of Consuming Interest focuses on consumer issues, offering tips on everything from selecting health 
care programs to avoiding telemarketing scams.  Shirley Rooker, Director of Call For Action, is the host 
and Of Consuming Interest airs Sundays at 10:30 p.m. 
 
 

SPORTS PROGRAMMING 
 

Federal News Radio is home to sports teams in the Washington, D.C. region airing games for 
American University Sports, George Washington University Sports, Navy Athletics, the Washington 
Capitals, the Washington Nationals and the Washington Wizards.  
 
NAVY SPORTS MAGAZINE SHOW  
The Navy Sports Magazine Show features in-depth interviews and highlights on Navy’s teams, 
athletes and coaches. The 30-minute show airs weekly from September to May. During the football 
season, WFED-AM 1500 airs each episode 90 minutes prior to kickoff of that week’s Navy football 
game. The show primarily airs at 1 p.m. Saturdays when there is no football game and through the 
rest of the academic year. 
 
THE FEDERAL FOOTBALL REPORT  
Join Claude Jennings and Kevin Stanfield at 7 p.m. the day following a Washington Redskins football 
game to get highlights, analysis, and a unique perspective on all things Burgundy and Gold. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING 

PENTAGON SOLUTIONS 
 

 Rep. Susan Davis: Too many military families go hungry 
The nation’s all-volunteer military force is effective, but it’s expensive. Yet regardless of how 
much of the federal budget is devoted to defense, too many members of military families face 
hunger. Rep. Susan Davis (D-Calif.), sponsor of the Military Hunger Prevention Act, tells 
Federal Drive with Tom Temin how people can help. 
Monday, December 26th & January 2nd w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 DoD’s FlexFile making program cost analysis faster, easier 
The Defense Department is adopting a new reporting system to ensure program and project 
cost data is more efficient for both the department and for industry partners.  
Through FlexFile, DoD’s Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE) office will no 
longer require defense contractors to translate their existing data into the archaic 1960-style 
data tables currently used by the department.  CAPE Director Jamie Morin explains on 
the Federal Drive with Tom Temin.   
Monday, January 9th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 DoD revamping reserve benefits system 
The Defense Department is trying to make benefits administration simpler for reservists. 
Currently, service members in reserve ranks have more than 30 duty statuses to wade through 
to figure out what benefits they are entitled to. Often changes in orders lead to gaps in 
benefits. DoD has a new plan to simplify all of that, and expand benefits. Federal News 
Radio’s Scott Maucione shared the details; CAPE Director Jamie Morin on DoD’s FlexFile. 
Monday, January 23rd w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 DoD seeks guidance from new administration on overseas contingency fund 
The Defense Department has been trying to get a clear sense from the White House about 
what it wants and does not want in the overseas contingency operations (OCO) budget. But 
the last administration’s budget office left those decisions for the new administration. So now 
what?  John Pendleton, director of defense capabilities at the Government Accountability 
office, shares more details; Amy Schafer, a Research Associate at the Center for a New 
American Security, tells Federal News Radio how budget constraints affect Marine pilots. 
Monday, January 30th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 DoD ensures service members know how new retirement system works 
The Defense Department is moving into the implementation phase of the new military 
retirement system Congress ordered it to set up just over a year ago. Federal News Radio’s 
Jared Serbu reports; Daniel Benjamin, former coordinator for counterterrorism at the State 
Department, talks about President Trump foreign policy challenges. 
Monday, February 6th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
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 Nora Bensahel & David Barno: Analysis of the Pentagon under Trump administration 
Many federal employees still wonder what direction their agency will head with Donald Trump 
in the White House – including DoD. Dr. Nora Bensahel and Retired Lt. General David Barno, 
from the School of International Service at American University, spoke to Eric White on 
Federal Drive with Tom Temin to provide an analysis of what’s ahead for the Pentagon. 
Monday, February 13th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 Capt. Cheryl Hansen: Celebrating 75 Years of Seabees 
Created in 1942 to help with efforts against Japan during WWII, the Navy Construction 
Batallion, or Seabees, is celebrating its 75th anniversary in 2017. Navy Capt. Cheryl Hansen, 
commanding officer of the Seabees in Gulfport, Miss., joins Federal Drive with Tom Temin to 
discuss its history and give a look ahead. 
Monday, February 20th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 DoD launches new electronic health record 
The Defense Department started deployment of its new electronic health record last week in 
the $4.3 billion program known as MHS Genesis. Stacey Cummings, DoD program executive 
officer for Defense Health Management Systems talks to Federal News Radio; The armed 
services’ financial accounting have been unable to achieve the accuracy required for clean 
opinions from auditors, keeping them on the high risk list maintained by the Government 
Accountability Office. Asif Khan, director of financial management and assurance issues at the 
GAO, shared some details. 
Monday, February 27th & March 6th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 Mark Cancian: DoD should no longer run its own K-12 schools 
If you added them all together, the K-12 schools operated by the Defense Department would 
be one of the Nation’s biggest districts.  That’s just one of the services available elsewhere that 
the military ought to get out of, says Mark Cancian, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. 
Monday, March 13th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
 

 Kate Hendricks Thomas: Push to end sexual harassment starts at top 
Last week’s news of Facebook accounts to which member of the Marine Corps posted 
compromising photos of their female colleagues prompted a response from Commandant 
Robert Neller. Kate Hendricks Thomas, a Marine Corps veteran and now assistant professor at 
Charleston Southern University, tells Federal Drive with Tom Temin top leadership is where 
the end of sexual harassment has to start. 
Monday, March 20th w 2 p.m. w 24:00 minutes 
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YOUR TURN WITH MIKE CAUSEY 
 

 Estate planning & long term care 
Attorney Tom O’Rourke joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to answer your 
estate planning questions. December 28, 2016 
Wednesday, December 28th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 What happens when the unthinkable happens? 
Financial planner Arthur Stein shares his thoughts on the stock market’s recent surge and 
what it means for your Thrift Savings Plan.  
Wednesday, January 4th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Resumes: Do they still matter? 
HR consultant Nancy Segal joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to discuss why 
well-crafted resumes are still the key to landing a federal job and building a career in 
government. 
Wednesday, January 11th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Are pay and hiring freezes on the way? 
Greg Stanford, director of government affairs for the Federal Managers Association, joins host 
Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to talk about the potential for pay and hiring freezes 
under a Trump administration. 
Wednesday, January 18th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 

 
 TSP tips for 2017 

Financial planner Arthur Stein joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to discuss TSP 
investment strategies to help you build your retirement nest egg.  
Wednesday, January 25th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 What’s ahead for feds in 2017? 
This year, NARFE and other groups believe they will face a hard fight protecting feds and 
retirees from changes in their health program. 
Wednesday, February 1st w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 

 
 Federal hiring freeze, FEHBP and more 

Federal News Radio reporter Nicole Ogrysko joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn 
to discuss the federal hiring freeze, possible changes in the FEHBP program, and the slight 
downturn in the number of retirements.  
Wednesday, February 8th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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 Surviving the transition 
Federal News Radio reporter Nicole Ogrysko and Carol Bonosaro, retired president of the 
Senior Executives Association join host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to discuss the 
federal hiring freeze and five to eight bills in Congress that could affect feds if they become 
law. 
Wednesday, February 15th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 

 
 Investing in the TSP 

Kim Weaver, director of external affairs for the Thrift Savings Plan, joins host Mike Causey on 
this week’s Your Turn to answer your questions about how the TSP works. 
Wednesday, February 22nd w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Building your TSP nest egg 
Financial Planner Arthur Stein joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your Turn to answer your 
questions about the federal thrift savings plan and what you can do to build your retirement 
nest egg. March 1, 2017 
Wednesday, March 1st w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Estate planning for feds 
Do you need to create an estate plan? If so how do they work? Find out this week on Your 
Turn when attorney Tom O’Rourke joins host Mike Causey.  
Wednesday, March 8th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Wading through the federal benefits program 
Tammy Flanagan with the National Institute of Transition Planning joins host Mike Causey on 
this week’s Your Turn to discuss Uncle Sam’s alphabet-soup federal benefits program for 
workers and retirees.  
Wednesday, March 15th w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 TSP: Should you dare to be dull? 
AARP magazine financial columnist Allan Roth joins host Mike Causey on this week’s Your 
Turn to discuss investment strategies for federal workers. He’ll also share his about his dare-
to-be dull method of investing. 
Wednesday, March 22nd w 10 a.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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ON DOD WITH JARED SERBU 
 

 From a former Pentagon CFO, 10 suggestions for the incoming administration on DoD 
business reform 
Given enough attention and commitment from the Pentagon’s top leadership, the next 
administration ought to be able to implement enough business reforms to wring billions of 
dollars a year out of the Defense Department’s budget, said Robert Hale, who managed DoD’s 
finances for five years from 2009-2014. 
Wednesday, December 28th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Rear Adm. Mat Winter, Chief of Naval Research; Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, Commanding 
General, U.S. Army Europe 
We begin this week’s show with an exit interview with Rear Adm. Mat Winter, who spoke with 
us during his final week as the Chief of Naval Research.  He talked with Jared Serbu about the 
Office of Naval Research’s 70th anniversary and its accomplishments.  Later, Lt. Gen. Ben 
Hodges describes the Army’s mission in Europe, where he says his task is to, “make 10,000 
soldiers look like 100,000.” 
Wednesday, January 4th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Despite billions invested in DoD ERP systems, few financial managers see reduction in 
workload 
The Defense Department has spent well over a decade and tens of billions of dollars to buy 
enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems with the hope that they would help the military 
adopt modern, automated business processes and pave the way to financial auditability. But a 
strikingly small number of DoD financial managers think the systems have done anything to 
make their jobs easier. The finding is part of an annual survey and report by the American 
Society of Military Comptrollers and Grant Thornton.Ariane Whittemore leads defense and 
security matters at Grant Thornton and served as the survey’s director. 
Wednesday, January 11th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 New Army Reserve chief asks whether reservists are stationed in right places 
The Army Reserve’s new leader says it’s time for a fresh look at the map so that his 
component of the Army can make the most of its ability to harness the skills its citizen-soldiers 
get from their civilian jobs. 
Wednesday, January 18th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Army’s first bug bounty uncovers entry point to sensitive DoD network 
When Army officials decided to launch the Service’s first-ever bug bounty, one of the key 
questions they wanted to answer was whether sensitive personnel records were vulnerable to 
theft by hackers via the Army’s public-facing websites. As it turns out, the answer was yes. 
Alex Rice, Chief technology officer and co-founder of HackerOne On DoD. 
Wednesday, January 25th, February 1st & February 8th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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 Army’s first bug bounty uncovers entry point to sensitive DoD network 
This edition of On DoD also includes an interview with Jeremy Corey, the Defense Information 
Systems Agency’s lead PKI engineer, on Purebred, DoD’s program to deliver derived 
credentials to mobile devices.  In November, when Army officials decided to launch the 
Service’s first-ever bug bounty, one of the key questions they wanted to answer was whether 
sensitive personnel records were vulnerable to theft by hackers via the Army’s public-facing 
websites. As it turns out, the answer was yes. Alex Rice, Chief technology officer and co-
founder of HackerOne On DoD. 
Wednesday, February 22nd w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 The legacy of Better Buying Power: DoD’s gambit to reform acquisition ‘from within’ 
Part one of a special report: Defense Acquisition at a Crossroads 
The Pentagon’s internal improvement plan, known as Better Buying Power, coincided with 
several consecutive years of declines in the rate of cost growth for the Pentagon’s major 
weapons systems, from more than 9 percent in 2011 to 3.5 percent in 2015, the lowest level 
since 1985.  Andrew Hunter, Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, David Berteau President and CEO Professional Services Council, and Michael 
Sullivan, Director of Acquisition and Sourcing Management Issues at GAO. 
Wednesday, March 1st & March 8th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 With most senior positions still vacant, Pentagon must tell Congress how it plans to 
restructure itself 
Part two of a special report: Defense Acquisition at a Crossroads, Federal News Radio 
examines the challenges the Defense Department will face as it implements numerous 
Congressional acquisition reforms, many of which it didn’t ask for.  David Berteau, President 
and CEO Professional Services Council, Andrew Hunter, Senior Fellow at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, and Michael Sullivan, Director of Acquisition and Sourcing 
Management Issues at GAO. 
Wednesday, March 1st & March 8th w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 In Marine Corps, long-outdated job descriptions cause recruiting, retention challenges 
Exclusive: The Marine Corps is in the midst of a sweeping review of its information technology 
workforce, the early results of which have confirmed what top officials suspected: many 
employees’ official position descriptions don’t have much to do with what they actually do for a 
living. Brig. Gen. Dennis Crall; Vice Admiral Jan Tighe talks about the Navy’s new digital 
warfare office; Dan Delgrosso & Bradley Punch on lessons learned from the Navy’s Program 
Executive Office for Enterprise Information Systems. 
Wednesday, March 15th & March 22nd w 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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 ASK THE CIO (CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER)
 

 Federal CIO exit interview: Defining moments turned into forcing functions 
Exclusive: Tony Scott, the federal chief information officer, said in an exit interview that the 
update to Circular A-130 and the Federal IT Acquisition Reform Act (FITARA) are among the 
most significant accomplishments during his almost two-year tenure, which will end Jan. 17. 
Thursday, January 5th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 IT planning process update to help agencies get better handle on legacy system 
spending 
Ann Dunkin, the Environmental Protection Agency chief information officer, said changes to 
the governmentwide capital planning and investment control process is one way that will help 
agencies better understand their spending on legacy systems. 
Thursday, January 12th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 SSA turns case processing system from dud to a stud in 14 months 
Rob Klopp, the Social Security Administration’s out-going chief information officer, said by 
taking over the management of the Disability Case Processing System, applying an agile or 
dev/ops approach and listening to their customers at the state level, the agency made more 
progress in 14 months than it did in the previous four years. 
Thursday, January 19th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 ISE driving intergovernmental alignment of capabilities to fight crime 
Kshemendra Paul, who spent six years as the program manager of the Information Sharing 
Environment, recently took a new job with the Homeland Security Department as deputy 
director for Mission and Strategy on the Information Sharing and Services team in the agency’s 
chief information officer’s office. 
Thursday, January 26th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Navy preps cloud-first strategy as next step in modernization efforts 
Janice Haith, who retired Feb. 2 after 34 years in government, including the last six years as 
the Department of Navy’s deputy CIO for the U.S. Navy, said the DoN has seen millions of 
dollars in savings moving to an enterprise software license approach. 
Thursday, February 2nd w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 How an OMB team bolstered government-wide cyber efforts over the last 5 years 
Trevor Rudolph, the chief of business operations and cybersecurity for Whitehawk and a 
former chief of OMB’s cyber and national security team, said during his five years on the job he 
has seen a marked improvement in how agencies are securing their data and systems. 
Thursday, February 9th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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 Feds more at risk from clicking on links than from data stolen during OPM breach 
Bill Evanina, the director of the National Counterintelligence and Security Center and the 
National Counterintelligence Executive, said foreign hackers will target current and former 
federal employees based on a broad set of data, not just personal information stolen during the 
massive breach in 2015. 
Thursday, February 16th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 DISA must rely on automation to avoid paving the cyber, IT cow paths 
Dave Mihelcic, the recently retired chief technology officer at the Defense Information Systems 
Agency, said a pilot to test a software defined environment is opening the door to cloud 
applications that DoD can more quickly deploy and better secure.  
Thursday, February 23rd w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Halvorsen ‘broke a lot of stuff’ so DoD could respond to threats with agility 
Terry Halvorsen left DoD at the end of February after spending the last two-plus years as its 
chief information officer. 
Thursday, March 2nd w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Why the former Transportation CIO brought the FITARA hammer down 
Richard McKinney, who spent three years at DoT’s chief information officer, said he took 
advantage of the IT reform law to help reshape how the agency oversees and manages 
technology. 
Thursday, March 9th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 Rapid data growth forcing SEC to rethink strategy 
Pam Dyson, the Securities and Exchange Commission’s chief information officer, said the 
agency’s Enterprise Data Warehouse has more than 2,000 users and its popularity is forcing 
her to look to the cloud to ensure its continued value. 
Thursday, March 16th w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
 

 HHS goes from reluctant to eager cloud adopter 
Beth Killoran, the chief information officer at the Department of Health and Human Services, 
said over the past two years the agency went from having about 1 percent of all systems in the 
cloud to an expected 41 percent by the end of 2017. 
Thursday, March 23rd w 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.w 54:00 minutes 
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PROGRAMMING FROM THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY  
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, December 25th w 2 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Satchmo at the National Press Club: The Lost Louis Armstrong Session   
On January 29, 1971 the late, great Louis Armstrong wowed a crowd of dignitaries and 
journalists in what would be one of his final performances of his life at the National Pres 
Club's Presidential Inauguration in Washington, D.C. A crew from CBS News captured 
Armstrong's memorable 30-minute set that night in a recording that until recently, was 
believed to have vanished. Listen in as journalists and jazz artists alike remember 
Satchmo and his signature sound. 
Sunday, December 25th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Saturday, December 31st w 9 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, December 25th w 2 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Photo Finish: The Sports Photography of Neil Leifer  
They are our heroes, our rivals, and our champions. Athletes win our hearts in one 
game, only to break them in the next. And throughout the season, Neil Leifer captures 
those fleeting moments of triumph and despair on camera. Join the acclaimed sports 
photographer as he shares his experiences from the hometown bleachers to the 
Olympic stadium. Lasting images of Mohammed Ali, Secretariat, and the "Miracle" 
hockey team are just a few of the stops along the way. Shelby Coffey, former editor of 
The Los Angeles Times, interviews Leifer at the Newseum. 
Saturday, December 31st & Sunday, January 1st w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Saturday, January 7th w 3 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Worth a Thousand Words: Pulitzer Prize-Winning Photographs 
Host Sam Litzinger takes a walk through the Newseum's collection of Pulitzer Prize-
winning photographs with Newseum Coordinating Producer Ken Crawford. Step behind 
the lens as Crawford tells the stories behind the stills and explains how the 
photographers, in life's most gripping seconds, "capture the moment." 
Sunday January 8th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
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  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, October 2nd w 2 p.m. w 30:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, January 15th w 12 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

 THE KALB REPORT    
Democracy in Action: The 2016 Presidential Debates 
The Commission on Presidential Debates once again brought the candidates together in 2016 
to face tough questions on critical issues while providing a level of substance, dignity and 
decorum to the presidential campaign.  Did it work?  On this edition of The Kalb Report, debate 
moderators Martha Raddatz and Chris Wallace, as well as Commission co-chairs Frank 
Fahrenkopf and Mike McCurry join Marvin Kalb to review the remarkable 2016 events that 
rocked America and the world. 
Sunday, January 15th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, January 22nd w 2 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Welcome to the Press Box! 
Sam Litzinger scores an interview with Jerry Grossman, a longtime TV sports producer and 
current supervising producer at the Newseum, to get the play-by-play on the history and future 
of sports reporting. From tennis to football and everything in between, Grossman has covered 
it all. One particular career highlight - a knockout meeting with "The Greatest" championship 
boxer. 
Sunday, January 22nd w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Renaissance Journalism 
At a time when many are predicting its demise, find out how newspapers began, what 
stories stole the headlines, and why, in many ways, not much has changed. Chris Kyle, 
curator at the Folger Shakespeare Library and professor of history at Syracuse 
University, takes host Sam Litzinger and a group of George Washington University 
students on a tour through the Library's "Breaking News: Renaissance Journalism" and 
the "Birth of the Newspaper" exhibit. 
Saturday, January 28th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, January 29th w 2 p.m. w 108:00 minutes  
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 THIS JUST IN     
Covering the Civil Rights Movement 
Host Sam Litzinger joins Newseum producer and moderator Frank Bond in the museum's Civil 
Rights gallery to discuss how the powers of the people and the press propelled the messages 
of the civil rights movement from a few brave souls into the American conscience. 
Sunday, February 5th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, February 12th w 2 p.m. w 108:00 minutes  
 

 THIS JUST IN     
The Little Rock Nine 
Carlotta Walls LaNier, one of the "Little Rock Nine" shares recollections of the sacrifices made 
and the abuses endured in her pursuit of a fair and equal education. Rich Foster of the 
Newseum's "Inside Media" series moderates this discussion with LaNier and Lisa Frazier 
Page, a reporter and editor for The Washington Post and co-author of LaNeier's memoir, "A 
Mighty Long Way: My Journey to Justice at Little Rock Central High School." 
Sunday, February 12th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Saturday, February 18th w 9 p.m. w 108:00 minutes  
 

 THIS JUST IN     
Covering the Civil Rights Movement 
Host Sam Litzinger joins Newseum producer and moderator Frank Bond in the museum's Civil 
Rights gallery to discuss how the powers of the people and the press propelled the messages 
of the civil rights movement from a few brave souls into the American conscience. 
Saturday, February 18th & Sunday, February 19th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes  
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Saturday, February 25th w 9 p.m. w 108:00 minutes  
 

 THE KALB REPORT    
The Sound of News: An Evening with NPR  
Each week, an average of more than 27 million people tune into National Public Radio (NPR) 
programming, placing listenership at near-record highs. So, in this digital age, what is the 
secret to the stunning success of America’s original electronic medium?  Journalist/scholar 
Marvin Kalb with NPR icons Steve Inskeep, Mara Liasson, Scott Simon, Susan Stamberg, 
and Nina Totenberg discuss craft and impact, the art of storytelling, and the magic of radio. 
Saturday, March 4th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
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  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, March 4th w 9 p.m. w 108:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, March 5th w 12 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
  

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, March 12th w 12 p.m. w 54:00 minutes  
 

 THIS JUST IN    
And That’s the Way it Was: A Conversation with Robert Vitarelli   
He was born in the age of radio but came of age in the golden years of television and 
witnessed decades of history first hand as a producer and director with CBS News.  From 
McCarthyism to Watergate, legendary CBS Director Robert Vitarelli saw it all.  
Saturday March 11th & Sunday, March 12th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
 

  GW PRESENTS AMERICAN JAZZ
Sunday, March 19th w 12 p.m. w 54:00 minutes  
 

 THIS JUST IN    
Selling Evil 
Looking back on the Holocaust, it is almost impossible to even imagine the collective mindset 
that led to such a massacre. How could such a mentality be cultivated and maintained? Part of 
the answer lies in propaganda. Join Holocaust Memorial Museum curator Steven Luckert on a 
tour of the haunting exhibit, "State of Deception: The Power of Nazi Propaganda". Listen along 
with host Sam Litzinger as he learns the origins of Nazi propaganda, Hitler's mastery of the 
medium, and how it continues to exist today. 
Sunday March 19th w 7 p.m. w 54:00 minutes 
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MUSIC AND THE SPOKEN WORD 
 

 Program #4554: Special “Christmas Organ Pipes” 
 Sunday, December 25th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min  
 

 Program #4502: Special “Coming of a New Year” 
 Sunday, January 1st • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4543    
 Sunday, January 8th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4505: Heritage Special “The Power of Dreams”  
  Sunday, January 15th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4544  
 Sunday, January 22nd • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4545    
 Sunday, January 29th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4546 
 Sunday, February 5th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4548 
 Sunday, February 12th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program  #4497: Special “President’s Day” 
 Sunday, February 19th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program # 4556    
 Sunday, February 26th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program # 4558 
 Sunday, March 5th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
 

 Program #4559 
 Sunday, March 12th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
  

 Program # 4560    
 Sunday, March 19th • 7 a.m. • 28:00 min 
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OF CONSUMING INTEREST 
 

 Hospice care 
Ben Marcantonio and Tim McDonough, representatives of the Hospice of the Chesapeake, 
discuss the concept of hospice, the many programs it has to help terminally ill patients and 
their families as well as a special program honoring veterans. 
Sunday, December 25th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 When your house is not your own 
Ilya Somin, a professor at the George Mason University School of Law, discusses eminent 
domain law, the Kelo case, which had a significant impact on the rights of landowners, and 
how some states have taken steps to protect property holders’ rights. 
Sunday, January 1st • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Insurance Fraud Hall of Shame  
Jim Quiggle of the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud discusses the organizations’ Hall of 
Shame, which spotlights the most egregious insurance frauds. 
Sunday, January 8th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 New technology brings us closer to the Jetsons  
Debra Berlyn of Consumer Policy Solutions discusses new technology, including smart beds 
and smart cars as well as the many developments in robotics. 
Sunday, January 15th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Finding love on the Internet  
Jill Robin Payne, a certified relationship specialist, describes the pitfalls of Internet dating and 
techniques for developing a lasting relationship. 
Sunday, January 22nd • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 The Insurance Fraud Hall of Shame 
Jim Quiggle of the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud discusses the nonprofit’s Insurance 
Fraud Hall of Shame, which highlights the worst insurance scams of 2015. 
Sunday, January 28th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Is your car spying on you? 
Lauren Smith of the Future of Privacy Forum discusses the new smart cars, how technology 
can help drivers and prevent accidents as well as the privacy concerns with these new 
developments. 
Sunday, February 5th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Your love affair with airline miles 
Jill Gonzales of WalletHub describes the results of a new study that identifies the best frequent 
flyer programs, which programs have miles that don’t expire and how to use them effectively. 
Sunday, February 12th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
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 Is your car spying on you?  
Lauren Smith of the Future of Privacy Forum discusses the new smart cars, how technology 
can help drivers and prevent accidents as well as the privacy concerns with these new 
developments. 
Sunday, February 19th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 

 
 How to start a small business 

The author of “The Secrets to Writing a Successful Business Plan” discusses strategies for 
starting a small business. 
Sunday, February 26th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Before you get on that next flight 
Julian Mark Kheel, an analyst with ThePointsGuy.com, discusses the best and worst airlines, 
the impact of industry mergers and the top frequent flyer programs. 
Sunday, March 5th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 What you need to know before your next move 
Scott Michael, president and CEO of the American Moving and Storage Association, provides 
excellent advice on moving, including how to find the best mover, how to negotiate a contract 
and scams to avoid. 
Sunday, March 12th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
 

 Getting ready for retirement 
Judy Ward, senior financial analyst with T. Rowe Price, discusses a new study on how Gen 
Xers and Baby Boomers view retirement. 
Sunday, March 19th • 10:30 p.m. • 25:00 minutes 
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IV.I 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 
 

 2017 w Reporter’s Notebook 
“Reporter’s Notebook” is a weekly dispatch of news and information you may have missed or 
that slipped through the cracks at conferences, hearings and other events. This is not a 
column or commentary – it’s news tidbits, strongly-sourced buzz, and other items of interest 
that have happened or are happening in the federal IT and acquisition communities.  Submit 
ideas, suggestions and, of course, news to Jason via email. 
 

 2017 w DoD Reporter’s Notebook 
“DoD Reporter’s Notebook” is a biweekly feature focused on news about the Defense 
Department and defense community, as gathered by Federal News Radio DoD Reporter Jared 
Serbu. Submit your ideas, suggestions and news tips to Jared via email. 
 

 2017 w Webinars/Online chats 
Federal News Radio online chats give participants a chance to interact directly with 
government executives and federal experts. During each chat, participants are given the 
opportunity to submit questions and comments to be addressed during the event.  
 March – Ask the CIO: Beth Killoran, Department of Health and Human Services 
 March – Ask the CIO: DJ Kachman, Veterans Affairs 
 
 
 

VETERANS AFFAIRS MONTH 
 

 March 3 w Personnel issues show underlying need for stronger lines of authority at VHA 
A recent GAO investigation found that at a number of VHA facilities, lack of knowledge, skill, 
and personnel in the human resources offices is hampering the administration in achieving its 
medical mission. Robert Goldenkoff, director of strategic issues at GAO, said on Veterans 
Affairs month that these problems in HR are creating a detrimental cycle, causing high 
turnover, which leads to greater workloads placed on valuable personnel. 
 

 March 10 w IG breaks down VA’s good, bad and ugly of past year 
Since Michael Missal took over as inspector general at the Veterans Affairs Department about 
a year ago, his office has turned up some improvements, some deteriorations and the odd 
surprise. 

 March 17 w Overcoming VA’s struggles with care ‘requires a very different mindset’ 
Is it possible the Veterans Affairs Department has been approaching health care with the 
wrong outlook this whole time? Gail Wilensky, a former public health official and senior fellow 
at Project Hope, has been involved in oversight of VA health care since 2001, and said that the 
Veterans Choice Act provides the department with the opportunity to redefine what its role will 
be in ten years 
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 March 24 w VA stakeholders want more money, updated facilities and staff  
Veterans groups want a 10 percent overall budget increase for VA, more staffing and updated 
facilities to meet today’s healthcare needs. “We fully believe that VA has been under-resourced 
for quite some time which has led to [an] increase in wait times and such,” Carlos Fuentes, 
legislative director at Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) said on Veterans Affairs Month.  

 
 
FIRST 100 DAYS 
 

Federal News Radio is examining the first 100 days of the new administration: 
 

 January 24 w Caretakers serve in key DoD posts while Trump assembles Defense team 
Retired Marine Gen. James Mattis is the only member of the Trump administration’s Defense 
team to be nominated, yet alone undergo a confirmation hearing. 

 
 January 25 w OMB nominee Mulvaney open to expanding hiring freeze to contractors 

Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.) offered his first insights into his management ideas during his 
two-committee marathon nomination hearings to be the next director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 
 

 January 25 w Survey: How will your agency change under the Trump administration? 
Is your agency facing big changes under the new administration? Let us know by taking our 
anonymous online survey. 
 

 January 25 w Hiring freeze: Some answers, some questions 
President Trump’s memo on the federal hiring freeze answers a number of questions, but the 
language of the memo also raises some questions, says former DHS chief human capital 
officer Jeff Neal. 

 
 January 26 w Federal employees predict upheaval in Trump’s First 100 days (& beyond) 

EXCLUSIVE: A clear majority of federal employees who responded to a Federal News Radio poll 
said they expect President Donald Trump’s administration to negatively impact their agencies’ 
mission or programs. 
 

 January 26 w Fast first week for Trump administration 
President Donald Trump got to work quickly after his inauguration a week ago. Of greatest 
immediate impact on federal employees, by Monday the administration had imposed a hiring 
freeze. 
 

 January 29 w Trump sets tougher restrictions on lobbying by officials 
President Donald Trump is toughening restrictions on lobbying by administration officials. 
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 January 30 w New executive order creates a ‘budget for regulations’ 
President Donald Trump signed an executive order further taking aim at what the 
administration calls the regulatory burden on businesses and citizens. 
 

 January 30 w Trump orders review of military readiness, boosting Defense funds in 2017 
President Trump on Friday ordered the Pentagon to immediately set about the work of figuring 
out how much money the Defense Department will need to overcome what military leaders 
have said are serious readiness problems brought on by years of political deadlock over the 
federal budget. 
 

 January 31 w Lawmakers propose 3.2 percent pay raise for feds in 2018 
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.) is once again reintroducing the Federal Adjustment of Income 
Rates (FAIR) Act. This time, Connolly’s bill proposes a 3.2 percent pay raise for federal 
employees in 2018. 
 

 February 1 w Senate panel, sans Democrats, approves Mnuchin for Treasury 
A Senate panel, sans Democrats, approve President Donald Trump’s choice of wealthy 
financier Steven Mnuchin to serve as Treasury secretary. 
 

 February 1 w For many DoD workers, hiring ‘freeze’ may amount to a layoff 
Although the governmentwide hiring freeze President Donald Trump ordered last week was 
mainly meant to shrink the federal workforce through gradual, voluntary attrition, it could result 
in an untold number of unexpected dismissals for Defense workers in charge of repairing and 
“resetting” military equipment. 
 

 February 1 w Agency senior leaders to be held more accountable for cybersecurity 
President Donald Trump decided not to sign a new cybersecurity executive order on Jan. 31, 
but more specifics of the plan to secure federal and private sector networks emerge. 
 

 February 2 w Trump administration’s second week proves as active as the first 
Elements of it might have been controversial, but the Trump administration in its second week 
launched a slew of new initiatives. 
 

 February 2 w Pentagon orders 16 specific exemptions to federal hiring freeze 
Deputy Defense Secretary Robert Work, the deputy Defense listed 16 separate functions that 
will be immune from the hiring freeze. 
 

 February 4 w Trump’s nominee for Army secretary withdraws his name 
President Donald Trump’s nominee for Army secretary, businessman Vincent Viola, has 
withdrawn his name from consideration for the post. 
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 February 6 w How do agencies plan and implement an executive order? 
Lead time and planning efforts for an executive order can vary based on the topic, complexity 
and urgency, but former Bush and Obama administration officials say inter-agency 
collaboration is key. But some lawmakers have several questions for the Trump administration 
about the roll-out of some recent executive orders. 
 

 February 7 w Senate confirms Betsy DeVos as Education secretary 
Senate confirms Betsy DeVos as Education secretary after Vice President Mike Pence breaks 
50-50 tie. 
 

 February 9 w Immigration and confirmations mark week three 
Battling on both the judicial and immigration fronts, the Trump administration over the past 
week faced a legal setback to its action on immigration from seven countries. The issue was 
before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, likely en route to the Supreme Court. 
 

 February 9 w Trump playing catch-up to fill top government posts 
In his third week in office, Trump’s young government remains a work in progress, with 
hundreds of empty desks in agency offices across Washington. 
 

 February 10 w Military leaders say Pentagon’s hiring freeze exemptions don’t fully 
resolve civilian workforce concerns 
Pentagon said exemptions to President Donald Trump’s 90-day hiring freeze were not 
necessarily a resolution for civilian Defense employees, as some agencies are still waiting for 
guidance on how to implement the provisions. 
 

 February 13 w Senate confirms former banker Mnuchin as Treasury secretary 
The Senate has confirmed President Donald Trump’s pick for treasury secretary over 
objections by Democrats. 

 
 February 13 w The Latest: Flynn resigns amid Russia controversy 

National security adviser Michael Flynn has resigned after reports he misled Trump 
administration officials about his contacts with Russia’s ambassador to the U.S. 
 

 February 14 w DoD to mark first ‘go-live’ of its new electronic health record 
Almost exactly four years after the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments decided to go 
their separate ways in their projects to modernize their electronic health records, DoD’s brand 
new EHR is now up and running, at least at one base. 
 

 February 15 w White House prepping government reorg executive order 
EXCLUSIVE: Federal News Radio has learned President Donald Trump could sign an executive 
order as soon as this week requiring agencies to develop plans in the coming months to 
suggest ways to reduce the duplication of agencies, components and programs. The potential 
EO comes as agencies also are preparing for budget cuts that could range between 5 percent 
and 20 percent. 
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 February 16 w A roller coaster week for presidential personnel 
On the personnel front, the Trump administration had an up-and-down week. The departure of 
National Security Adviser Michael Flynn and the withdrawal of Labor Secretary Andrew Puzder 
set Washington abuzz. But the Senate confirmed Michael Mulvaney as director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, Steve Mnuchin as Treasury secretary, and Dr. David Shulkin as VA 
secretary. 
 

 February 16 w Federal employee bill tracker: How pending legislation could affect your 
bottom line 
Want to know how pending legislation could affect your bottom line? Check out our federal 
employee bill tracker for an at-a-glance update of where each piece of legislation currently 
stands 
 

 February 16 w Tea party gains voice in Trump’s Cabinet with budget chief 
The tea party wing of the GOP gained a voice in President Donald Trump’s Cabinet on 
Thursday when Mick Mulvaney was sworn in as director of the White House budget office 
 

 February 20 w A month of Trump, by the numbers 
A by-the-numbers look at some of Donald Trump’s early activity as president. 
 

  February 22 w How the Trump administration can improve its relationship with federal 
employees 
Despite the Trump administration’s rocky relationship with the federal workforce, former 
Deputy Labor Secretary Chris Lu says listening to the career civil service can ensure campaign 
promises translate well into actionable policy. 
 

 February 23 w New memos and a delay in policy 
Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly forged ahead with tough new immigration policies, 
outlined in a pair of memos. Although President Trump hadn’t yet released his revised 
executive order on immigration and securing the border with Mexico, Kelly widened the 
number of people potentially subject to detention and deportation. He reiterated the plan to hire 
another 5,000 Customs and Border Patrol agents. 
 

 February 24 w Trump orders agencies to create task forces to tackle regulations 
President Donald Trump signed an executive order calling on agencies to create regulatory 
reform task forces. The task forces will investigate how to “eliminate red tape” and regularly 
report back on progress to their respective agencies. 
 

 February 26 w Trump’s choice to be Navy secretary withdraws 
President Donald Trump’s choice to be secretary of the Navy is withdrawing from 
consideration for the post. 
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 February 27 w OMB director: Trump administration’s federal spending plan a ‘true 
America first budget’ 
The Trump administration’s “budget blueprint” includes a $54 billion increase in Defense 
spending, bringing the top-line spending for Defense to $603 billion and $462 billion for non-
defense discretionary spending. 
 

 February 27 w Senate confirms billionaire investor Wilbur Ross as Commerce secretary 
The Senate on Monday confirmed billionaire investor Wilbur Ross as commerce secretary as 
President Donald Trump adds to his economic team. 
 

 March 2 w Trump administration’s budget preparations under scrutiny 
The high paced level of activity this past week centered on the still-sketchy 2018 budget under 
preparation by the Trump administration. Balancing the big increase the president wants for 
the Defense Department are cuts averaging 10 percent for civilian agencies. 
 

 March 3 w Playing the Trump (as in POTUS) card 
Are civil servants as overworked, fearful and distracted as we’re told constantly by the media? 
Senior Correspondent Mike Causey wants to know. 
 

 March 6 w Are feds really quaking in their shoes? Maybe not so much… 
Senior Correspondent Mike Causey asked the federal workforce whether their jobs in the new 
administration were as bad as some media reports say. 
 

 March 6 w Trump signs new anti-terror travel ban _without new fanfare 
President Donald Trump quietly signed a scaled-back version of his controversial ban on many 
foreign travelers Monday, hoping to avoid a new round of lawsuits and outrage while fulfilling a 
central campaign promise 
 

 March 7 w Life after Trump: Is there any? 
We hear that the hiring freeze has slowed things down and that workers are terrified for their 
jobs, but Senior Correspondent Mike Causey wonders if we’re talking to the wrong people. 
 

 March 8 w VA expands mental health care for discharged veterans 
The Department of Veterans Affairs will offer urgent mental health care beginning this summer 
to thousands of veterans with less-than-honorable discharges, part of its expanded initiative to 
stem stubbornly high rates of suicide 

 
 March 9 w New immigration executive order issued 

The White House issued a redone version of its temporary travel and immigration ban from 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 
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 March 13 w OPM grants 3 more hiring freeze exemptions 
The Office of Personnel Management granted additional exemptions to the President’s 
temporary hiring freeze. OPM and the Office of Management and Budget gave agencies 
permission to ask for others if they fall outside of the administration’s original exemption 
guidance. 
 

 March 16 w It’s all about the budget 
In one of the busiest weeks yet, the Trump administration gave Congress two budget 
proposals to debate. 
 

 March 16 w An agency-by-agency look at Trump’s federal budget proposal 
President Donald Trump has called for sweeping cuts to civilian agency spending in his fiscal 
2017-18 federal budget proposal, which the White House released Thursday. 
 

 March 21 w Trump administration to recommend 1.9 percent federal pay raise 
Federal Headlines reports that the Trump administration will be announcing a 1.9 percent pay 
raise for civilian employees. 
 

 March 22 w Military families at heart of Senate bills aimed at improving DoD readiness 
While the Defense Department balances the threat of sequestration with additional spending 
money from the White House, some members of Congress are looking at ways to support 
military members and their families. 
 

 March 23 w Hiring and Compensation 
Although President Donald Trump’s skinny budget failed to mention a pay raise for federal 
employees, a 1.9 percent pay hike may be in the works. 
 

 March 23 w With White House 2017 budget amendment, time is on civilian agencies’ side 
The process might not be pretty, but budget experts predict civilian agencies won’t face $18 
billion in spending cuts during the last five months of fiscal 2017. The President submitted a 
budget amendment for 2017 last week, which proposed major boosts to defense and 
homeland security spending and civilian agency offsets. 
 

 March 24 w OPM tells agencies how to get ready for workforce reorganization, furloughs 
The Office of Personnel Management released a new guidebook on how agencies should 
begin preparing for workforce reshaping efforts. It also updated key documents on issuing 
administrative furloughs. Both guides are designed to help agency heads implement possible 
reductions in force or furloughs so that they comply with the law and do the least damage. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
JANUARY   
White House Historical Association (Community Spotlight) 

 
FEBRUARY    
Easter Seals (Community Spotlight) 

 
MARCH    
Conquer Cancer Foundation (Community Spotlight) 
D.C. Journalism Job Fair, Georgetown University School of Continuing Studies 
 
 
PARTNERSHIPS & CHARITY 
 

 AFCEA  Bethesda - A Night for the Children Gala 
 AFCEA NOVA’s Joint Warfighter IT Day 
 AFFIRM Monthly Luncheon 
 30th Anniversary Leukemia Ball 
 Bright Stars Night at the Circus (Easter Seals) 
 Conquer Cancer Foundation 
 GovEvents 
 LeadersLink Mardi Gras Bash 
 March for Babies 
 Of Wine & Words (The Reading Connection) 
 2017 Sea Air Space Exposition 
 White House Historical Association 
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PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 
Federal News Radio, in addition to its public affairs programming, broadcasts the following 
public service campaigns throughout the year. 

 
 

 American College of Cardiologists 
 Buzzed Driving 
 Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington (Geico) 
 Discovering Nature - Forest Animals 
 Goodwill 
 Gotcha 
 HHS Healthbeat 
 Keep America Beautiful – Recycle 
 Leukemia Ball (Leukemia & Lymphoma Society) 
 Links to Freedom 
 March For Babies/March of Dimes  
 National Academy of Engineering 
 Partnership for Drug Free Kids 
 Profile America 
 Shelter Pet 
 United Service Organizations (USO) 
 United Soldiers and Sailors of America 
 Washington Literacy Center 
 West Point Society 

 


