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CAPITOL UPDATE – Sundays at 10:30am 

Capitol Update is a weekly half-hour program that explains the most significant developments in 

Florida’s Legislative, Judicial, and Executive branches – in everyday terms.  Through in-depth 

reporting, regularly occurring segments – such as “Budget Watch” and “Bill Track” – and live 

interviews, Capitol Update provides viewers across the state with a clear, concise and balanced 

view of state government in action. 

 

4/5 - #2305    Topics this week include:   After mounting pressure from elected officials and 

many Floridians, the Governor enacted a statewide stay at home order in hopes of curtailing the 

spread of coronavirus;  After much back and forth, two cruise ships were allowed to dock at Port 

Everglades – bringing people either sick with coronavirus or healthy in quarantine with 

them;   With hundreds of thousands of people facing unemployment the phone calls are pouring 

into the state’s workforce agency – as they struggle to address with the influx. 

 

4/12 - #2306    Topics this week include:  The state prepares field hospitals and talks about 

treatment options as coronavirus deaths in Florida surpass the 300 mark;  As more coronavirus 

cases are reported in Florida’s prisons, some inmates and lawmakers are calling on the Governor 

to release those over the age of 60 and those who are medically vulnerable;  Even with two major 

religious events happening, leaders are asking worshipers to celebrate at home to prevent further 

spread of the virus. 

 

4/19 - #2307    Topics this week include:  The Department of Economic Opportunity had a major 

shake-up in management after the Governor put someone else in charge of its struggling 

unemployment department;  New coronavirus testing sites around the state are being opened to 

reach minority communities;  Representative Kristin Jacobs passed away after a lengthy battle 

with cancer. 

 

4/26 - #2308    Topics this week include:  Industry experts convened in teams set up by the 

Governor to consider when and how to open the state back up for business;  The coronavirus 

disruption to the food chain has caused a 522 million dollar loss to Florida’s agriculture industry 

– which is struggling to survive;  Floridians are participating in arts and culture virtually – like 

supporting libraries during National Library Week and a Trivia Night hosted by the Historic 

Capitol. 

 

 

 

 

 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

 

5/3 - #2309    Topics this week include:  The Governor extends the state of emergency while 

more businesses make plans to open back up;  A court bid to legally require the state pay all 

unemployment benefits to Floridians who applied is dismissed by a Leon county judge;  Local 

and state elected leaders respond to wildfires in the Panhandle, which caused evacuations and 

road closures. 

 

5/10 - #2310    Topics this week include:  The Governor extends the state of emergency while 

more businesses make plans to open back up;  A court bid to legally require the state pay all 

unemployment benefits to Floridians who applied is dismissed by a Leon county judge;  Local 

and state elected leaders respond to wildfires in the Panhandle, which caused evacuations and 

road closures. 

 

5/17 - #2311    Topics this week include:  Governor Ron DeSantis announced more steps in the 

process of reopening Florida’s economy from COVID-19 closures;  By week’s end, most of 

Florida’s 175 state parks were back in business;  The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission reviewed a first draft of rules designed to boost the stone crab population. 

 

5/24 - #2312    Topics this week include:  Florida’s unemployment rate rises to nearly 13 percent 

as companies and elected officials make plans to reopen and restart more business and activities;  

The firing of a Department of Health coronavirus dashboard manager causes questions about the 

transparency of reported data;  University trustees are working on details as they figure out how 

to safely reopen campuses for the fall semester. 

 

5/31 - #2313    Topics this week include:  State economists reported a revenue shortfall of almost 

$880 million in April alone because of the COVID-19 crisis;  Governor Ron DeSantis 

appointed Renatha Francis and John Couriel – both from South Florida – to the Supreme Court;  

The Governor said he would appeal a federal judge’s ruling that parts of the law implementing 

the felons’ voting right amendment are unconstitutional. 

 

6/7 - #2314    Topics this week include:  Protestors in cities around the state and worldwide 

demand justice for black people killed by police;  The DeSantis administration moves forward 

with plans to revive the state’s economy as the number of coronavirus cases in Florida pushes 

past 60 thousand;  The Florida Supreme Court ruled a proposed constitutional amendment that 

would ban assault weapons cannot be placed on the ballot. 

 

6/14 - #2315   Topics this week include:  The Governor and Commissioner of Education 

announced plans to fully reopen schools in the fall;  As protests for racial justice continued 

around the state, the Governor signed a relief bill for Clifford Williams, an Africa-American man 

who spent 43 years in prison for a crime he didn’t commit, and another bill for Dontrell Stephens 

who was unarmed when a Palm Beach County deputy shot him and left him paralyzed;  A state 

senator testified before Congress about shortcomings in Florida’s unemployment system. 

 

 

 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

 

6/21 - #2316   Topics this week include:  Coronavirus cases in the state reached new record 

highs, while the Governor explains why he wants to keep the state open;  Lawmakers sent next 

year’s budget to the Governor – who promises television drama worthy cuts to account for fiscal 

impacts from the coronavirus pandemic;  Two major decisions from the nation’s highest court 

came down – one which could breathe new life into anti-discrimination legislation supported by 

dozens of state lawmakers. 

 

6/28 - #2317    Topics this week include:  Nearly 9000 coronavirus cases in the span of a day 

causes renewed criticism of Governor DeSantis’ administration;  In its first in-person meeting 

since January, the Board of Governors approved all 12 reopening plans from the state’s 

universities;   The state’s property insurer of last resort is seeing thousands of new customers 

every week – a sign of the state of the insurance industry in Florida. 
 

 

 

 

FLORIDA CROSSROADS – Thursdays at 8:30pm / Repeats Sundays at 11am 

Florida Crossroads is a weekly program produced by the Florida Channel that highlights some of 

the unique stories of the lives of Floridians. 

 

4/2 & 4/5 - #3240    Florida Memory 

A building two blocks from the Capitol in Tallahassee houses millions of state records and other 

items that belong to the people of the State of Florida.  But you don’t have to visit Tallahassee to 

explore those resources.  This edition of Florida Crossroads takes you inside the vast holdings of 

the State Archives and Library through an online portal everyone can enter:  Florida Memory.  

We’ll explore the strange, beautiful Spanish Land Grant maps that are still legal documents after 

more than two centuries; photographs, films and videos everyone can enjoy; and reveal some 

little-known records of special interest to African-Americans researching family histories. 

4/9 & 4/12 - #3241    Behind the Drive: Florida License Plates 

Inside one of the most guarded prisons in the state of Florida, a select group of inmates spends 

the daytime hours making what Florida drivers can’t do without. On this week’s Florida 

Crossroads, we take you behind bars and Behind the Drive to see how license plates are made in 

Florida. 

 

4/16 & 4/19 - #3242    The Governor vs. Joe Camel 

It’s been 20 years since Florida researched a multi-billion-dollar settlement with the nation’s 

cigarette industry, making them pay the cost of treating sick smokers.  The late Gov. Lawton 

Chiles fought tobacco companies, business groups and many in the state Legislature for years 

before the deal was approved.  Florida still gets almost half-a-billion dollars a year from the 

agreement.  John Kennedy looks back at one of the Capitol’s biggest battles. 

 

 

 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 

 

4/23 & 4/26 - #3243    Under the Sea 

For hundreds of years, explorers have sailed Florida waters looking for treasure, staking their 

claim and encountering Native Americans who called Florida home first.  Some of those ships 

never made it to shore.  While their past may be mentioned in history books, their remains are 

still evident underwater.  Krysta Brown takes us on a journey of some of those shipwrecks 

fortunate enough to have been chosen as a Florida underwater archaeological preserve. 

 

4/30 & 5/3 - #3244    Restoring the Grove 

Steps away from the Governor’s Mansion in Tallahassee is a home that has seen its share of state 

leaders too. The Grove- first built in 1840 by territorial Governor Richard Keith Call- has serve 

as a private residence, an impromptu Governor’s Mansion in the 1950’s, and now a museum 

preserved for visitors and maintained by Florida’s Division of Historical Resources. Rebecca 

Baer takes us on a tour of The Grove. 

 

5/7 & 5/10 - #3245    Unhooked 

About one million people in Florida have a substance abuse problem. Thousands die every year 

from overdoses. But medical breakthroughs in recent years and new drugs available are bringing 

hope to people with addictions. Florida Crossroads examines the options in Unhooked. 

 

5/14 & 5/17 - #3246    When It Happens to You: Alzheimer’s Disease in Florida – 

Communities of Color 

Florida has the second highest incidence rate of Alzheimer’s Disease.  African Americans and 

Hispanics are less likely to seek an early diagnosis, but they develop the fatal disease at higher 

rates than Caucasians.  Advocates and caregivers are working together to help get the word out 

about programs and initiatives designed to improve the quality of life for all Alzheimer’s patients 

and their loved ones.  Theresa Marsenburg explores some of the stigmas, barriers and solutions 

unique to communities of color. 

 

5/21 & 5/24 - #3247    Take a Hike: The Great Florida Birding Trail 

Florida is home to more than 500 species of birds and some of the best bird watching sites in the 

country. Rebecca Baer travels the state to share some of the sights and sounds from several of 

those parks and preserves- all part of the state’s renowned Great Florida Birding Trail.  

5/28 & 5/31 - #3248    Florida’s Trade Mission to Israel 

In May of 2019, More than 100 Floridians traveled to Israel- lead by Governor Ron DeSantis. It 

was the first trade mission for the new Governor who is no stranger to the nation of Israel. What 

the trade mission was about and its lasting impacts are preserved and highlighted in this segment.  

 

 

 

 

 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 

 

6/4 & 6/7 - #3249    Florida’s Historic Capitol, Part I 

Florida is one of few states with two Capitol buildings- a “new” Capitol built in the 70’s to 

accommodate Florida’s booming population and The Historic Capitol which has served as the 

front steps of state government for more than a century. There was a time though when Florida’s 

Capital City was threatened by relocation and its Capitol-threatened by demolition. In this first of 

a two-part series, Florida Crossroads explores the extensive history of Florida’s Historic Capitol 

along with its various locations, design and function.  

6/11 & 6/14 - #3250    Florida’s Historic Capitol, Part II 

Florida’s Historic Capitol building didn’t always look like it does now in Tallahassee, and it 

wasn’t too long ago when it was threatened to exist only in history books. A “Save the Capitol” 

Campaign sparked a movement that included a party, a folk song and a little political drama. 

What led to the restoration of Florida’s Historic Capitol and its importance as a Museum are 

included in the second of this two-part series. 

 

6/18 & 6/21 - #3251    Florida Memory 

A building two blocks from the Capitol in Tallahassee houses millions of state records and other 

items that belong to the people of the State of Florida.  But you don’t have to visit Tallahassee to 

explore those resources.  This edition of Florida Crossroads takes you inside the vast holdings of 

the State Archives and Library through an online portal everyone can enter:  Florida Memory.  

We’ll explore the strange, beautiful Spanish Land Grant maps that are still legal documents after 

more than two centuries; photographs, films and videos everyone can enjoy; and reveal some 

little-known records of special interest to African-Americans researching family histories. 

6/25 & 6/28 - #3252    Turning Over a New Leaf: Medical Marijuana, Part I 

Prior to 2014, there wasn’t a lot of momentum behind efforts to legalize medical marijuana of 

any kind in Florida.  But that quickly changed as parents appealed to lawmakers and asked them 

to allow their children-some of whom suffered from hundreds of seizures a day- to use a form of 

cannabis known as Charlotte’s Web.  This is the story of how they succeeded in convincing the 

skeptics, how the state – despite numerous delays - eventually carried out the law and how these 

young patients are faring today.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL ROUTES – Third Thursday at 8pm / Repeats Sunday at 10am 

Local Routes is a half-hour television program that takes viewers on a monthly journey to 

explore authentic northwest Florida and south Georgia.  From history, to the environment, to the 

fascinating and often hidden gems that make up our culture, Local Routes looks at where we’ve 

been, where we’re going, and the interesting people, places, and things along the way. 

 

4/23 & 4/26 - #508 

April 22 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, this week's episode celebrates our local 

environment. We travel to the Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravine Preserve, take a road trip along 

Florida's Forgotten Coast, and discover how to create an aquatic habitat in your backyard. 

 

5/28 & 5/31 - #509 

WFSU explores several activities you can do that allow you to social distance. A family hike to a 

high point over the Apalachicola River, an exploration of St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge 

where the lighthouse is now shining again using a Fresnel lens, and we explore the history 

behind an exhibit celebrating 100 years of women getting the right to vote. 

 

6/11 - #510  (LOCAL ROUTES 2020 PLEDGE SPECIAL) 

We needed to extend this special presentation to a full hour to fit in the best of the best of 5 years 

or 87 episodes. We present butterflies, red wolf puppies, the history of Smokey Hollow, and 

much more.  

 

 

 

FSU HEADLINES – Second Friday at 7:30pm each month / Repeats Sunday at 11:30am 

FSU Headlines highlights events and items of interest taking place at Florida State University. 

 

4/10 & 4/12 - #2004 

This is a special April 2020 edition of FSU Headlines. During the global COVID-19 pandemic 

FSU is open, operational, and socially distant. Campus is quiet, and academic courses are all 

being delivered remotely via distance learning. Here’s a look at the Spring semester at FSU. 

 

5/8 & 5/10 - #2005 

A special remote edition of FSU Headlines with highlights from the university’s historic virtual 

commencement.  More news includes: Sharon Nicholson is named 2020-2021 Lawton Professor;  

FSU football player shares an inspiring recovery story;  College of Education creates online 

teaching resources for parents-turned-teaches. 

 

6/12 & 6/14 - #2006 

On this month’s special edition of FSU Headlines, Florida State student-athletes hold a special 

unity walk in Tallahassee. And see more news from Florida State University, including…the 

College of Medicine’s graduation ceremony, The Museum of Fine Arts at-home initiative, and 

much more.  


