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Below is a list of community related issues broadcast on KAUT-TV. This information was provided 
through local news programming and public service announcements for the 4th Quarter of 2018. 



KAUT-TV 4th Quarter 2018 - Local News Programming 

Program Day Time 
Rise & Shine Monday-Friday 7:00am – 9:00am 

Freedom 43 News Monday-Friday 9:00pm – 9:30pm 

Flash Point Sunday 11:30am – 12:00pm 

Rise & Shine 
Rise and Shine offers the best in “community broadcasting”.   This is a newscast that welcomes live in-

studio interviews highlighting upcoming events that are important to Oklahomans.  It has also provided 

a launching ground for up-and-coming musical acts that might, previously, have never had the 

opportunity for exposure to a wide broadcast audience.   Given the significance of weather, and the year-

round potential for severe weather in Oklahoma, multiple weather segments are also included in every 

one of Rise and Shine’s newscasts.  

Freedom 43 News 
Freedom 43 News offers viewers an alternative to the “late” news.  It airs at 9 p.m. central on weekdays 

and is comprised of a rundown of the day’s top stories – both on a local and national level.  It also 

includes breaking news and a weather forecast geared toward the next morning’s drive to school and 

work. 

Flashpoint 
Political affairs talk show with a primary focus on Oklahoma politics and national politics with an 

Oklahoma connection. Expert analysis provided by previous and current politicians. Program guests 

include but not limited to State Governor, State Superintendent, and local news personalities. 



KAUT-TV 4th Quarter 2018 – Education Issues 

Education, including school funding, school consolidation, history of civil rights, science, learning 
disabilities, art and culture, public education, misuse of funds, and school closings. 

News 4 At 9pm, 10/31 

OKC Football Fight – A Friday night fight caught on camera has now ended the football seasons 
of two Oklahoma City teams. On Friday night, U.S. Grant High School defeated Capitol Hill High 
School 22-17. However, the end of the game handshakes quickly led to punches. According to 
video captured by fans, about 60 players from both teams were on the field during the fight as 
coaches tried to break it up. In all, officials say about two dozen parents and fans also stormed 
the field. "It escalated as some parents came out on to the field, coaches were out there," said 
MSgt. Gary Knight, with the Oklahoma City Police Department. School staff tried to calm things 
down, but they were outnumbered. Resource officers were forced to intervene. Authorities say 
no one was seriously injured and no arrests were made.  

News 4 At 9pm, 12/17 

Student Teacher Ratio – The state’s school boards association says nearly 5,000 additional 
teachers are needed to match the average student-teacher ratio in the region. The Oklahoma 
State School Boards Association says the most recent increase in education funding has helped 
a little, but there is still work to be done. “That increase helped us take a first step, but we’re 
still last in the region, almost $1,100 per student behind the states in our region,” said OSSBA 
executive director Shawn Hime. A bigger gap, according to Hime, is the student-teacher ratio. 
The regional average for Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas, New Mexico, Arkansas, Colorado, and 
Texas is 14.6 students for every certified teacher, including counselors and librarians. That does 
not equate to the number of students in a classroom. Oklahoma’s average is 16.32 students per 
certified teacher. “At the local level, parents see that more than anything. That, how many 
students are in my child’s class? How many students does my children’s teacher have to deal 
with on a daily basis?” he said. “Oklahoma has a state law, class size requirements that have 
been waived over the last eight years because of our budget cuts, so really the goal is to go 
back in being Oklahoma state law to ensure that our student to teacher ratio meets that law.” 

News 4 At 9pm, 12/19 

OEA Funding Requests – The Oklahoma Education Association (OEA) has laid out their requests 
for the upcoming session, including additional funding for teacher pay raises and classrooms. At 
a press conference Wednesday, OEA president Alicia said the increase in funding obtained in 
2018 was a step in the right direction but that the work remains in the second year of their 
"Together, We're Stronger" campaign. "We lag behind 2,400 dollars per student behind the top 
funded top funded state in our region. While our teacher pay is projected to be third in the 
region this year, teachers can still cross the Red River and make more," Priest said. This year, 
the association is asking for an additional $3,000 pay raise for teachers, $2,500 for support 
professionals, $150 million in classroom funding, plus an 8 percent cost of living adjustment for 
retired educators. 



KAUT-TV 4th Quarter 2018 – Crime and Drugs Issues 

Crime and drugs, including drugs, DUI, identity theft, auto theft, consumer fraud, gun control, 
sex crimes, murder, restraining orders, identity theft, crime prevention, white collar crime, 

methamphetamines, health care crimes. 

News 4 at 9pm, 10/02 

Deer Poaching – A man could face charges after illegally shooting a deer with a bow just hours 
before archery hunting season officially began. "We start usually about a month ahead of the 
season, and it continues on sometimes a month or two after the season's over," Captain Wade 
Farrar, an Oklahoma game warden, told News 4. Farrar is talking about poaching. In a case on 
September 30, it wasn't a month or even a few weeks before archery hunting season. It was 
only a matter of hours. “We got a tip from social media that a man had posted a deer that had 
been shot on September 30, the evening of September 30, so it would have been a few hours 
before the season actually started,” Farrar said. The man allegedly shot a buck with a bow in 
Cleveland County. “My guys went to investigate yesterday. The man claimed that he had shot 
the deer that morning and that he had checked the deer in online that morning. But all the 
facts pointed that it was killed the night before,” Farrar said. The district attorney has not yet 
filed charges, which is why News 4 is not naming the suspect at this time. Farrar said the man 
could face thousands of dollars in fines and up to 30 days in jail, depending on the charge. 

News 4 at 9pm, 10/05 

Guns at OKC Zoo – A second amendment rights group is challenging the Oklahoma City Zoo’s 
policy prohibiting guns. Don Spencer is the president of the Oklahoma 2nd Amendment 
Association. He said they’ve been getting complaints from their members who can’t bring their 
guns into the zoo. So, Spencer went in back in August open carrying a gun and wearing a body 
camera. He said he was let inside and wandered around for about 30 minutes before being 
approached by zoo security and two Oklahoma City police officers. "We do have a policy you 
can't carry a weapon on zoo grounds,” the security guard can be heard saying to Spencer on the 
body camera. "I do need you to either take your weapon back to your vehicle or leave zoo 
grounds with the firearm." “Or what's going to happen?" Spencer said. Spencer was escorted 
from the zoo and told he was not welcome back. 

News 4 at 9pm, 10/10 

Ring Burglar – A homeowner spooked a would-be car burglar by talking to him through his Ring 
doorbell. The suspect was caught on camera but is still on the run. Police are looking for him. 

News 4 at 9pm, 11/28 

Stolen Car Chase – Man steals a woman’s car, leads police on a chase. Jumps out in Yukon and 
runs into a wooded area. Several schools were placed on lockdown. Suspect was eventually 
arrested. 

 



KFOR-TV 4th Quarter 2018 – Community Issues 
Community including event promotion. 

News 4 at 9pm, 10/10 

Bridge Glows Green – Skydance bridge is glowing green for World mental health awareness 
day.  We talk to the Mental Health Association about stigma to mental conditions-- one on four 
Oklahomans has a diagnosable mental health problem, and we have some of the worst mental-
health funding in the country.   

News 4 at 9pm, 11/07 

Local Restaurateur Holds Contest – Empire Slice House in the Plaza District is known for its 
iconic pink elephant and, of course, the pizza. Now, with six concepts, CEO and Founder Rachel 
Cope is expanding into the Paseo Arts District with a contest. She just announced a contest for 
the for the 1,000 square foot space where retail store Craig's Emporium used to be. Cope said 
she's looking for ideas that will bring more traffic to the district. Cope got her start the same 
way in the Plaza District. "We actually lost the contest, and I went to Austin, and I was very sad, 
and I ate at a pizza place down there and thought 'Why didn't I do pizza?'” she said. But, the 
first winner didn't work out, and Cope got a second chance. "And, that became Empire Slice 
House," she said. "Fowler Auto had actually sponsored six months of our rent in the beginning, 
so I always thought that was so cool." The winner of the contest will get three months of free 
rent paid by Great Plains Bank. “We have so many creative people here. I have really funky 
ideas, but I'm really curious to see what someone comes up with,” Cope said  

Rise & Shine, 12/11 

Edmond Mourns Loss of City Leader – Officials in one Oklahoma community are mourning the 
loss of a city leader. On Tuesday, authorities with the City of Edmond confirmed to News 4 that 
Edmond Mayor Charles Lamb passed away at the age of 72. Lamb has been a long-time official 
with the city, serving on the city council for four terms before being elected mayor in 2013. This 
marked Lamb’s third stint as mayor. In addition to serving in city roles, Lamb was a life member 
of the Edmond Historical Society and UCO alumnus.  

News 4 at 9pm, 12/12 

Pregnancy Bill – Senator Paul Scott of Duncan files bill to strip pregnancy health care coverage 
for low income women in Oklahoma, because some of those women are "nondocumented."  If 
passed, it would cost state 91 million in federal funding. 

News 4 at 9pm, 12/26 

Entrepreneur Improves Back Pack – An Oklahoma inventor has been working to improve the 
usual backpack. It includes a built-in hydration system and mounted flash lights. 

 



KAUT-TV 4th Quarter 2018 - PSAs 

Below is a list of a selection of public service announcements that aired on KAUT  
during this quarter 

Community Literacy Centers – To Encourage and Support Adult Literacy 

Change lives by increasing awareness of the benefits of a more literate community and 
providing a welcoming environment where every adult who wants to read has an opportunity 
to learn. 

Players Trust Action Team – Major League Baseball Players Association 

Through the Action Team national youth volunteer program, Major League baseball players, 
Volunteers of America and high school students everywhere are training and inspiring the next 
generation of volunteers.  

STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG – Don’t Text and Drive 

Drivers in their 20s are 24 percent of drivers in all fatal crashes but are 27 percent of the 
distracted drivers and 33 percent of the distracted drives that were using cell phones in fatal 
crashes.  

United Voice Oklahoma – Providing a Voice to the Issues 

UNITED VOICE OKLAHOMA is Oklahoma’s Media response to addressing problems facing 
individuals outside of our realms of security. This is a collaborative effort among the local media 
(Television, Radio and Newspaper) and community leaders in Oklahoma. The goal is to create a 
state of better understanding between all people in Oklahoma. This will be accomplished by 
engaging our viewers, listeners and readers with compelling stories which reveal the equality of 
our neighbors and humanize their experiences. 

Oklahoma State Department of Health – Opioids/It Only Takes a Little To Lose A Lot. 

Prescription drug overdoes kill more Oklahomans than motor vehicle crashes. Of the 
approximately 700 unintentional poisoning deaths in Oklahoma each year, seven out of ten 
involve at least one prescription drug. Although there have been great strides in raising 
awareness about the dangers of prescription drugs, many people are still unaware that the 
misuse or abuse of prescription drugs can be as dangerous as the use of illegal drugs. 

Allied Arts OKC – Art Matters to All 

With one gift to Allied Arts, you can support multiple nonprofit arts organizations all at once. By 
giving to Allied Arts, you help our agencies reach over 1 million people each year with world-
renowned exhibits, riveting harmonies and captivation dance and theatrical performances. 
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