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AGRICULTURE / ENVIRONMENT

Lee County Water
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.2.19

Two southwest Virginia entities are trying to settle their dispute over public 
water in an emergency court hearing today.  The hearing follows the Town of 
Pennington Gap placing a water conservation notice on certain areas last 
week.  It's part of a legal dispute between Pennington Gap and the Lee 
County Public Service Authority.  A judge ordered the Town of Pennington 
Gap to turn Lee County PSA's water back on.  The Lee County PSA has 
lifted its conservation  notice.  The hearing was not  open to the public, but 
we spoke with Pennington Gap Town Attorney Greg Edwards.  This all 
started when the Town of Pennington Gap implemented a water rate increase 
in July 2017.  All wholesalers agreed to that rate except for the Lee County 
PSA.  They have been in court for this before because the PSA owes the town
around $161,000 over that time frame.  Edwards says they will be in court 
again because the judge has to make a ruling on the rate increase.  We spent 
time in the Big Hill neighborhood this afternoon, one of the areas impacted 
by the dispute.  A person who lives there told us this entire situation has been 
frustrating and he wants it to come to a resolution soon.  The PSA did release 
a statement late today saying in part that they're saying for the stress this 
causes and they'll continue to dispute the new rates.  According to the Lee 
County Public Service Authority's website, the PSA's Board of Directors will 
hold a special called meeting January 7 at 10:00 am in the conference room 
of the PSA office.



Tennessee Radon
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

You cannot see it or smell it but a dangerous gas could be lurking inside your 
home.  Radon is known as the silent killer.  Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam 
proclaimed this month as Radon Action Month.  The goal is to inform 
Tennesseans of radon's potential health risks.  Long-term exposure to radon, 
which is naturally occurring radioactive gas, is the second leading cause of 
lung cancer.  As many people across the state resolve to take action to 
improve their health in the new year, the State of Tennessee is teaming up 
with fitness and health facilities to stress the importance of an issue that goes 
beyond the gym.  The Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation provides do-it-yourself radon test kits at no charge.  You can 
find the information to request a kit on wjhl.com.

State Park Naming
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.7.19

A state park now bears the name of United States Senator Lamar Alexander.  



Senator Alexander made a stop in the region today with Governor Bill 
Haslam.  Haslam announced that he signed an Executive Order renaming 
Rocky Fork State Park in Unicoi County as Lamar Alexander Rocky Fork 
State Park.  The outgoing governor said Senator Alexander's commitment to 
preservation and his service to the state of Tennessee prompted him to make 
the change.  

Eastern Spotted Skunk
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.7.19

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says it has seen an increase in 
sightings of the Eastern Spotted Skunk across east Tennessee.  The skunks 
are uncommon and considered a species of greatest conservation.  If you see 
one of the skunks, contact your local TWRA office.

Zoo Knoxville Record
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.7.19

Zoo Knoxville set a new attendance record for the fourth straight year.  The 
zoo had more than 512,000 visitors in 2018.  This year marked the first time 



the number of guests reached more than half a million.  The attendance for 
the 2018 year exceeded the zoo's previous record of 495,055 guests in 2017.

FDA Inspections
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Twenty days into the partial government shutdown has now impacted the 
Food and Drug Administration.  The FDA announced it stopped doing routine
food inspections.  The FDA says it plans to bring employees in to start 
checking high risk foods such as cheese, infant formula and produce.  Other 
agencies are still doing its own inspections, and the FDA says the Department
of Agriculture handles meat and poultry.

Lettuce Cleared
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

It is safe to eat Romaine Lettuce again.  United States health officials 
declared an end to the outbreak of E.coli  infections linked to Romaine from 
California.  The outbreak sickened 62 people in 16 states and Washington, 
D.C. Between October and December.  The CDC says the contaminated 



lettuce should no longer be available in stores or restaurants.

Cades Cove Visitor Center
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Nearly 2 weeks following the partial government shutdown, the Great Smoky
Mountains Association announced that the Cades Cove Visitors Center will 
reopen tomorrow.  The association provides staffing for the center, where 
park information and services can be found.  The center closed since the start 
of the partial shutdown, soon to enter its 21st day.

Earthquake
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

If you were awakened in the middle of the night and thought you felt the 
Earth move, you may be right.  The United States Geological Survey 
confirmed a 2.4 magnitude earthquake happened this morning near the border
of Sullivan and Carter Counties.  This is the third earthquake in East 
Tennessee in the past month and the first in the Tri-Cities region.



Earthquake
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis Carden
Show:  9am
Air Date:  1.14.19

An earthquake was confirmed early this morning near Knoxville.  According 
to the United States Geological Society, a 3.0 magnitude quake was recorded 
near Alcoa around 4 this morning.  Alcoa is just right outside of Knoxville. 
This follows the recent report of a 2.4 magnitude earthquake that hit in the 
Tri-Cities last week.  USGS confirmed that quake was on the border of 
Sullivan and Carter Counties.

Boone Lake Vegetation
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.14.19

Work is underway by the Tennessee Valley Authority to clear away years of 
overgrown vegetation at Boone Lake.  Hours ago, TVA issued a tweet 
marking its first day of a “vegetation management” initiative.  TVA released 
video showing crews using specialized equipment to cut and mulch 
overgrown vegetation because of the exposed lake bed.  Miles of jungle-like 
scenery prompted landowners and resident groups to request help from TVA. 
They said property owners should not be saddled with the task.  More than 



three years ago, TVA stunned the community by announcing a multi-year 
project to dramatically lower the lake and repair seepage problems on Boone 
Dam's earthen embankment.  TVA says repairs at Boone Dam are on schedule
and expected to be complete July 2022.

Rock Slide
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.14.19

Dispatchers say a rock slide has partially closed US 19-E near the Tennessee /
North Carolina line.  Carter County Dispatch says the slide closed the 
southbound lane of 19-E.  They expect that lane to be closed for several hours
for clean up.

AEP Tree Work
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air date:  1.15.19

A Tri-Cities neighborhood that reached out to News channel 11 following 
what residents called frequent power outages will now get help to resolve the 
issue.  Last month, Appalachian Power customers who live along Big Elm 
Road in Church Hill told us they thought trees and overgrown brush 



surrounding power lines were part of the problem.  We reached out to 
Appalachian Power to help find a solution.  Today, AEP told us it planned a 
power outage to take place any time between the hours of 8am and 2pm.  The
outage will allow crews and line workers to complete work on electrical 
facilities that bring power to the area.  AEP said tree trimming work that was 
delayed last year due to storms has resumed and will continue tomorrow.

Earthquakes
Length:  1:50
Format:  Sound Bytes
Reporter:  Victoria Cavaliere
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.16.19

Just over the past 7 days, there have been three earthquakes in east 
Tennessee.  In a little over a month, there have been 13 earthquakes in east 
Tennessee alone.  Given what appeared to be an increased frequency of 
earthquakes, we consulted an expert at East Tennessee State University to 
find out if in fact more earthquakes have been happening.  Geology Professor
Chris Gregg said, “The truth is, I don't know right now whether or not this 
series of earthquakes over the past month in East Tennessee is statistically 
significant.  We would have to look closer at the long-term distribution of 
earthquakes, measurable earthquakes through time.  My guess is that it is not,
that it just seems like it is an increased frequency.”  Many of you asked us 
why there are earthquakes happening in east Tennessee.  We are located 
under what it called the East TN Seismic Zone, which is actually a relatively 
active zone.  We asked Professor Gregg more about what makes this area 
more prone to earthquakes.  He said, “In this part of the country where the 
rock within which the earthquakes occur is very old and dense and this 
allows seismic energy to travel great distances, allowing people far and wide 
to observe some minor ground shaking.”  Professor Gregg also mentioned 
that while the 4.4 magnitude quake which happened in December in Decatur 



and the multiple earthquakes that happened around that time period might be 
related,but the rest of the recent earthquakes are likely not.  More research 
needs to be done on the frequency of earthquakes here.  There is also a lack 
of instruments in this area that record earthquakes and very limited early 
warning systems.

Lunar Eclipse
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Victoria Cavaliere
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.17.19

If conditions cooperate, you'll be able to see a big event in the sky this 
weekend – a full blood moon lunar eclipse.  The moon will pass through the 
Earth's shadow.  Bays Mountain Planetarium officials explain what you will 
see, “A total lunar eclipse is an interesting phenomenon in the night sky in 
which you would look at first and see a full moon in the sky and then it 
becomes darker because the moon is traveling into the Earth's shadow and 
thus blocking the light from the sun.”  The total lunar eclipse is going to be 
visible in North and South America.  It happens late Sunday into the early 
morning  hours of Monday.  Unlike the solar eclipse, the event is easy to 
view, “When it goes into eclipse and of course if it's clear, you can see the 
fainter stars right next to the full moon and the full moon will look red.”  This
is where the term blood moon comes from.  Due to scattering by the Earth's 
atmosphere, the moon appears red during total lunar eclipses.  The moon is 
also going to be a supermoon, meaning it will be slightly larger and brighter 
than normal.  Although this event lasts several hours, the most dramatic 
change in the moon's appearance happens right after midnight.  



Chicken Nugget Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis Carden
Show: 9am
Air Date:  1.18.19

Purdue Foods announced a national recall of more than 68 thousand pounds 
of chicken nuggets.  The company said the food could be contaminated with 
wood pieces.  The recalled nuggets, which are gluten-free, have an October 
25, 2019 expiration date.  

Eclipse
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.20.19

If you are wondering what is happening in the sky tonight, three lunar events 
are happening at the same time.  This is the second of three Super Blood Wolf
Moons this century.  Tonight, the entire eclipse is only visible in North and 
South Americas and across the Atlantic to western and northern Europe.  The 
third will not happen for another 18 years.  The moon will have a reddish tint 
and will appear bigger and brighter than usual.

Raw Milk Legislation
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.19

Tennessee State Senator Richard Briggs of Knoxville sponsored a bill to limit
access to raw milk.  Briggs hopes to ban practice of buying a share in a cow 
for a portion of its raw milk.  He's introduced Tennessee Senate Bill 15.  
Under the bill, individual owners of dairy cows would be allowed to drink 
raw milk from cows they own.  In June 2018, several children were sickened 
after an E.coli outbreak was believed to have come from consuming raw milk
in east Tennessee.

Chronic Wasting Disease
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.19

Chronic Wasting Disease in deer originally found in west Tennessee could be 
expanding.  That's according to new information from the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency.  Ninety-one deer so far have tested positive for CWD.  
The disease is a contagious neurological disease affecting deer, elk and 
moose.  Even with the possible expansion of the disease in the state, TWRA 
officials do not anticipate any changes being made to hunting regulations.

TVA – Boone Lake



Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.19

Tomorrow, the Tennessee Valley Authority plans to conduct one of its most 
aggressive tests so far on repair work at Boone Dam.  In October 2014, TVA 
quickly lowered Boone Lake after discovering a leak below the dam's 
reservoir.  Since then, Boone Lake has not been higher than 1355 feet while 
the agency worked on a 7-year repair plan.  Starting tomorrow, TVA will 
allow the lake to go three feet higher to its highest level since the discovery at
problems at the dam.  The goal is to test the repair work done so far, “We 
have a unique opportunity where we are now and where we'll be at the start 
of cutoff wall construction this summer to do some advanced testing on some
of the work we've already done.”  If all goes according to plan, TVA says it 
will lower the lake back to its new normal lake level in late February.  Today, 
TVA said it plans to finish work on the dam by summer 2022.

Peach Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.29.19

Fresh fruit items are being recalled due to possible listeria contamination.  
The Food and Drug Administration says New York-based Jac Vanderberg, 
Inc. issued the recall.  The recall affects fresh peaches, nectarines and plums 
distributed to Aldi, Costco and Walmart across 18 states including Tennessee 



and Virginia.

Tyson Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.30.19

Tyson Foods is recalling more than 36,000 pounds of chicken nuggets 
because they could be contaminated with rubber.  The recall involves 5-
pound bags of Tyson White Meat Panko Chicken Nuggets.  Packages have a 
best if used by date of November 26, 2019.  Tyson says the nuggets should be
thrown out or returned to the place of purchase. 

Perdue Recall
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.30.19

For the second time in two weeks, Perdue is recalling some of its chicken 
nuggets.  The latest recall is due to an undeclared allergen.  Perdue says the 
nuggets contain milk – which is not listed on the packaging.  The recall 
involves the Fun Shapes Chicken Breast Nuggets.



Livestock – Cold Temperatures
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.30.19

Tri-Cities area farmers are feeling the impact of the frigid temperatures.  We 
visited Goodwin Brothers Farm in Elizabethton where the owner says this 
time of year, the farm has to pay even closer attention to the 100 cattle on 
their 14 acre farm.  The farm wants to make sure the cattle maintain the same 
body weight year around, “This time of year you have to feed them some 
grain, some feed and  you've got to make sure you keep hay out to them.  
Like that right there, that's just good quality hay.”  The far owner says 
keeping quality hay out more often is crucial during the winter months.

Seed Swap
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

With temperatures expected to climb into the 60s this weekend, some may 
start turning their thoughts to spring.  They can get a jump start on their 
gardening at an event Saturday.  Johnson City Parks and Recreation is 
hosting a Seed Swap and Pollinator Day.  Attendees will have an opportunity 
to swap native, heirloom and vegetable seeds.  You do not have to bring seeds
to swap.  There will be plenty of exhibits with information to help your 



garden bloom to its greatest potential this spring.  The event starts at 9 
Saturday morning at Memorial Park Community Center on Bert Street.  

Air Quality Testing
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista 
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.19

Tests are being conducted to gauge the quality of the air inside a Sullivan 
County School.  The tests were ordered after parents voiced concerns.  
Sullivan County School Board Chair Michael Hughes told us Indian Springs 
Elementary was tested for air quality, humidity and moisture levels.  Hughes 
claims concerned parents from Indian Springs reached out to the Sullivan 
County Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski with concerns about mold 
and air quality.  This comes after a few parents posted online about mold 
concerns.  In 2014, Indian Springs was closed down for a short period of time
because of mold issues.  Now. The school board chair says the school system 
is responding to parental concerns.  Hughes told us he expects air quality 
results will be complete Tuesday.  

Sinkhole
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.4.19



A lane of Interstate 81 was closed for several hours today as crews worked to 
repair a sinkhole.  The Virginia Department of Transportation says one lane 
on the northbound side of I-81 in Smyth County was closed shortly after 8 
this morning.  VDOT crews worked most of the day to patch the hole 
between mile markers 40 and 41.  The hole was around 10 feet wide and 
about 6 feet deep.  

Skunk Mating Season
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.19

Love is in the air in the skunk community.  February is mating season for 
skunks.  The striped skunk is the most common in Tennessee.  Male skunk 
will fight for the love of their lives, and that's when they use their powerful 
weapon, the dreaded, smelly spray that can be propelled up to 15 feet. That 
smell can carry up to a mile away.

Wind Speed Grandfather Mountain
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.19

This morning on North Carolina's Grandfather Mountain, the weather broke 
records.  This morning, the nature park's weather recording station at the mile



high swinging bridge registered a wind gust of 121 miles per hour.  This 
beats the mountain's previous record of 120 miles per hour set back in 2012.

Hunting/Fishing License
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air date:  2.20.19

Tennessee Hunting and Fishing Licenses are not on sale for the 2019-2020 
season.  Current licenses will expire February 28.  Licenses are available 
online at gooutdoorstennessee.com, on the TWRA On the Go App or at one 
of 700 license agents across the state.  TWRA expects more than a million 
licenses will be purchased over the next year.

VA Deer Bear Season
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.19

Virginia bear harvests are the second highest ever.  The Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries released statistics for the 2018-2019 hunting 
season.  Hunters killed more than 2700 bears in the Commonwealth and 
nearly 191,000 deer.  The deer harvest also posted slightly higher numbers in 
2018 over previous years.



Hawkins County Landslide
Length:  2:15
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan / Jordan Moore
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.21.19

One person is dead after 2 vehicles were swept away in a landslide in 
Hawkins County.  The Tennessee Department of Transportation said heavy 
rain prompted the landslide on Highway 70 North.  It happened between 
Clinch Valley Road and Cave Springs Road.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol 
said 62-year old Steven Lawson of Jonesborough died after his vehicle was 
swept away.  The person who was in the second vehicle is being treated at an 
area hospital.  It took emergency crews most of the day to remove the cars 
from the landslide.  The Tennessee Department of Transportation said the 
closure at this section of Highway 70 North will be long-term.  Engineers are 
still inspecting the site, which they referred to as unstable.  Detours around 
the road closure are listed on wjhl.com.

I-40 Rock Slide
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

Interstate 40 is shut down in both directions due to a rockslide at mile marker



7.5 in North Carolina.  The Tennessee Department of Transportation said the 
rockslide is near the Harmon Den exit at the North Carolina – Tennessee line.
Traffic on I-40 will be stopped at the state line and rerouted.  A detour is set 
up.  Traffic is being routed through Johnson City and Asheville via Interstates
81 and 26.  TDOT said it is not clear how long the road will be shut down.  

Abingdon Detour
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

Police in Abingdon are asking drivers to avoid a section of Main Street 
through Sunday due to the risk of flooding.  The department says recent rain 
caused Town Creek to rise above its banks.  The area between Tanner and 
Deadmore Streets is flooded.  A detour is set up, but the detour is not wide 
enough to accommodate tractor trailers.

Hawkins County Landslide
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

A state road that was the site of a deadly landslide Thursday will remain 
closed indefinitely for repairs.  The Tennessee Department of Transportation 



told us it is not known how long repairs will take. TDOT said it could cost up
to a million dollars to repair the portion of State Route 70 that crumbled.  62-
year old Steven Lawson died in the landslide.  Another person suffered 
injuries.  A detour remains in place.  You can find the map on wjhl.com.

Flooding
Length:  6:00
Format:  Team Coverage
Reporter:  News Channel 11 Staff
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.23.19

Days of excessive rain caused flash flooding across the region.  Multiple 
agencies responded to a set of apartments on Woodlawn Avenue in 
Rogersville to evacuate people due to a landslide behind the complex.  An 
emergency shelter was set up for people who lived in the apartments.  Several
roads are shut down because of mudslides.  A slide shut down SR 67 this 
afternoon in Hampton.  The Tennessee Department of Transportation says 
only one lane of the road is closed this evening.  State Route 167 is closed 
near the Dyson Grove Baptist Church because of a mudslide.  Transportation 
officials said it will take a week to reopen Interstate 40 at the North Carolina 
– Tennessee line.  A mudslide last night closed the interstate near Asheville.  
Drivers are being detoured through the Tri-Cities on Interstates 81 and 26.  
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee issued a state of emergency in response to the 
severe weather.  The declaration means the state's emergency management 
plan is now in effect.  

Flooding
Length:  4:00
Format:  Team Coverage



Reporter:  News Channel 11 Staff
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.19

The rain subsided, but the flooding threat remains across our region.  One 
person was rescued while driving through high water in Greene County this 
evening.  In Carter County, fire departments are helping people pump water 
out of their homes.  Downed trees from excessive rain and strong wind took 
down power lines and left many in the Hampton area without electricity for 
most of the day.  The fire department told us the power has been restored.  In 
the Cedar Grove area off King Springs Road in Johnson City, the wind 
toppled a tree that crushed a garage.  The American Red Cross has two 
shelters open in our region.  There's one in Johnson City at University 
Parkway Baptist Church and a second at a church in downtown Greeneville.  
The Red Cross says it will be doing damage assessment and disaster 
assessment in the areas to see how homes are affected.  In Hawkins County 
there was another landslide this morning.  This one happened on SR 66.  This
was the second major slide in Hawkins County this week.  One person died 
and another was injured in a mudslide on Highway 70 N on Friday.

Big Cherry Dam
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

Wise County Emergency Services say a landslide is being monitored below 
Big Cherry Lake in Big Stone Gap, Virginia.  A notice being hand delivered 
by deputies and emergency personnel to residents in the Crackers Neck area 



says Big Cherry Dam is secure and unaffected, but engineers are monitoring 
the situation.  People will be notified if voluntary evacuation is recommended
or if mandatory evacuation is required.

Flooding Cleanup
Length:  2:00
Format:  Pkg
Reporter:  Jackie Defusco
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

Clean up efforts are underway at businesses and homes after flash flooding 
resulted in damage across the region.  On Saturday, the Tri-Cities area broke 
a rainfall record for a 24-hour period.  Emergency teams worked around the 
clock, rescuing some people from their homes while others were busy 
blocking off roads impacted by landslides.  Just hours ago, the Wise County 
Sheriff's Office said emergency teams are keeping a close eye on a landslide 
near the Big Cherry Reservoir.  The Wise County Sheriff's office says the 
slide is below the lake.  On Huffine Road in Johnson City, people are 
returning to their homes 48 hours after high water prompted evacuations.  
There is still water a foot deep in parts of the community.  Those choosing 
not to return are staying with friends or at a Red Cross shelter.  Waist-high 
water forced Betty Perkey to leave her home in a hurry this weekend, “It's 
very stressful because I'm also a diabetic.  I didn't even get my medicine out 
of my house that I have to have daily.”  Red Cross officials tell us they are in 
need of long term volunteers to help with this clean up effort and future ones.
You may find a link for sign up on our website wjhl.com.  The Red Cross 
initially opened five shelters over the weekend.  This evening only one 
remains open at University Baptist Church in Washington County.  It will 
stay open until the people are able to return home or they can make other 
arrangements.



Burn Ban Sullivan County
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

Forestry officials plan to conduct prescribed burns Tuesday and Wednesday 
in Sullivan and Carter Counties.  In Carter County, the Forest Service plans 
to burn 126 acres at the South End of Watauga Lake.  In Sullivan County, the 
Forest Service plans to burn 900 acres off road 87D at the south end of South 
Holston lake on Forestry Service property.  The forest service said smoke 
may be visible in surrounding areas.

Recycling Program Ending
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

Paper and plastic products will no longer be accepted through Bristol, 
Virginia's recycling program.  The news comes as Washington County, 
Virginia also plans to phase out recycling.  The programs are ending because 
no vendors in the area are willing to accept plastic and paper recyclables.  
Bristol, Virginia will continue to search for other alternatives for recycling 
programs.



Boone Lake Cleanup
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

The Tennessee Valley Authority is closely monitoring Boone Dam repairs 
following the record rainfall in northeast Tennessee.  TVA posted a photo 
today on Twitter  showing a safety inspector observing the dam.  TVA says it 
has had to spill water from the dam to bring Boone Lake down to its 
operating range.  Last week's heavy rain brought a whole new mess to Boone 
Lake.  The Boone Lake Association says the rain brought the lake up around 
7 feet and with the water came trash, logs and other debris along the 
shoreline.  Three people from the association have been busy pulling trash 
from the lake.  

Weekend Flooding Report
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

A new report from the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency says three
Tennesseans died in weather related incidents over the past week.  One of 
those deaths happened in our area.  A 62-year old Jonesborough man died 
after getting trapped in a landslide along State Route 70 in Hawkins County.  



The road gave way after days of rain.  The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation has not yet said when the road will reopen.  TEMA continues 
to monitor 14 drinking water systems statewide including Elizabethton where
the water treatment plant was overloaded with water and Bluff City where the
town's water department shut down.   People are still being housed in a Red 
Cross Shelter at University Parkway Baptist Church in Washington County.  
TEMA urges all Tennesseans to report storm damage to your local emergency
management agency.

Local Emergency Declared Hawkins County
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.27.19

The Tennessee Emergency Management Agency says more flooding is a 
concern since rain is back in the forecast.  A state of emergency remains in 
effect in Tennessee, and TEMA says many counties across the state are still 
dealing with flooding, which is delaying damage assessments.  Fifteen 
counties across the state declared local states of emergency, including 
Hawkins County.  Portions of State Routes 67 and 70 remain closed due to 
rock slides.  The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
continues to monitor more than 2 dozen water systems that experienced 
problems during excessive rain.  Locally, those include Elizabethton and 
Bluff City.

Farmers & Flooding
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package



Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

Severe rain, flooding and changing temperatures have made it difficult for 
farmers across the state of Tennessee.  Many hope changes in weather 
patterns are on the way.  Many farmers in our area are still experiencing 
flooded fields and warm weather also poses a problem for them.  Steven 
Stanley, owner of A Different Chick Farm in Johnson City, told us, “Our 
lower orchard, which sets in a lower sport closer to the creek, it's just staying 
saturated and with the saturation, the roots are not getting any time to dry.”  
Stanley said with not dry out time, roots can rot the trees and kill them.  The 
wet ground also makes tilling tough, destroying texture and making it nearly 
impossible to work when summer comes.  The warm weather is also having a
hand in early blooming, “Once they get to blooming, then we got a cold snap 
coming right behind it, that cold snap will kill the blooms.”  The Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture released a statement today saying many farmers 
experienced a loss of livestock and crops as a result of the severe weather.  
Farmers in counties experiencing a crop loss of 30% or more can qualify for 
a USDA Disaster Designation.  That designation would make them and 
farmers in adjacent counties eligible for low-interest emergency loans.  

Holston Army Burning
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

The U.S. Army and BAE Systems say they continue to identify ways to better



handle waste generated by operations at Holston Army Ammunition Plant in 
Kingsport.  This comes after a fire and explosion at the plant earlier this year. 
A joint study revealed that the installation of an enclosed thermal treatment 
furnace at the plant would alleviate many concerns associated with open 
burning.  The pursuit of the furnace technology is dependent on government 
funding.  If funding is secured, the first step would be to complete a design 
phase.  Finding a safe alternative treatment for waste remains a challenge.  
The search for a suitable technology to address these specific waste continue.

TVA Flooding Estimate
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show: 11pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

The Tennessee Valley Authority says it prevented more than a billion dollars 
in damage during the February floods.  TVA says if it didn't exist, the 
Tennessee Valley would have seen an extra $1.6 billion in flood damages.  
The agency was able to mitigate flood damage by using its 49 dams to store 
and release water.  This has been the wettest February recorded since TVA 
was formed 85 years ago.  The agency says since February first, the eastern 
part of the valley, including the Tri-Cities and Knoxville received about 10 
inches of rain.

TEMA – State of Emergency
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.2.19

Tennessee remains under a state of emergency tonight.  The Tennessee 
Emergency Management Agency says due to the threat of additional rain, the 
state of emergency will remain in place.  The state says the incoming colder 
weather could add to the problems for people affected by the aftermath of 
flooding.  

Boone Dam Update
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.5.19

The Tennessee Valley Authority is building key components before it begins 
what is expected to be the final phase of the Boone Dam repair project.  TVA 
said it is building a work platform, a water treatment plant and will test 
concrete on site before it is used to construct the cut off wall.  The cut off 
wall at Boone Dam is supposed to stop water from seeping under the dam.  
TVA lowered Boone Lake more than 4 years ago after discovering a leak 
before the reservoir's dam.  TVA estimates it will complete construction on 
the project in 2022.

Food City Growers Lunch
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan



Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

Food City stores in our region buy produce from local farmers.  Today, Food 
City hosted an appreciation luncheon to thank local growers for their hard 
work.  For many of the farmers in our region, this is a multi-generation 
commitment to the people of our area.  Food City told us, “These are local 
folks from Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia, and we bring their produce to 
our stores.  It's just a great partnership.  It's a win for us, a win for them and a 
win for our customers.”  Food City named Matt Cameron of Cameron Farms 
in Grainger County as Farmer of the Year.

Equine Influenza
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.8.19

The state veterinarian is warning horse owners of several reported cases of 
equine influenza virus in Tennessee.  Information from the state revealed 
some horses returning from out of state events have been sickened by the 
highly contagious virus.  Symptoms in horses may include fever, weakness 
and loss of appetite.  The state veterinarian said equine influenza does not 
impact people.  The best rule of thumb, don't share equipment or supplies 
between horses and get your horses vaccinated.  

Two-Headed Calf



Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.8.19

Chance is the name of a two-headed bull calf born yesterday in our region.  
Animal experts say usually, by now, the calf would be standing up, but today 
he could only do it, with a little bit of help.  Chance has two heads and four 
eyes.  Shannon Chase says this bull calf if just one day old, “Yesterday, Matt 
called me and said hey, I've got a two-headed calf.  I guess he rolled up on it. 
It was already born, the cow had licked it off and he ended up bringing it over
here.”  University of Tennessee Farm Animal Field Service Clinician, Dr. 
Andi Lear told us, “I wouldn't consider them rare, but they are not that 
common either.  I've been in practice for 8 years, and I have delivered just 
one, but I have seen one.”  Dr. Lear says if a calf, like Chance, survives birth,
“If they are not born dead already, generally they do not live more than 24  
hours, because it's not uncommon they have multiple defects, meaning there 
are other abnormalities that are not right in the development of that calf.”  
His owners know that is a possibility, “We're keeping him comfortable.  He's 
being looked after every day 5, 6, 7 times a day.  He's going to come home 
with me tonight to stay in the basement only God knows, it's one of those 
deals.  Hopefully, he'll make it a week or two, hopefully he'll make it longer.  
I don't know.”  

TVA Boone Dam Repair
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Dan Gray
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.11.19



Crews built an access road for the new parking lot at the Boone Dam work 
site.  The Tennessee Valley Authority said on Twitter that the road is located 
near Boone Beach off Minga Road.  TVA says it is up to about 200 people 
working daily at the site.  TVA hopes repairs at Boone Dam are complete by 
summer 2022.

Strawberry Farms
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

The wild winter has posed problems for many local farmers, but one crop 
appears to have weathered the storm this year.  One of the owners of Scott's 
Strawberry Farm says strawberries are right on track, “They're right now 
about where they need to be.  The amount of water they've had hasn't been 
the best on them, but it's not to the point right now that it's hurting anything.” 
The farm is gearing up for its 61st year in business.  Steve Scott said his 
farm's California variety, which doesn't go fully dormant in the winter, has 
fared well this season.  He says that's because the crop was planted back in 
September and their coverings provide shelter during the winter months.  
Scott says he expects to start picking strawberries around the end of April or 
the beginning of May.

USDA Says “No” to Washington County, VA
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

An effort to bring hundreds of federal jobs to southwest Virginia and 
northeast Tennessee fell short of its goal.  In October, Washington County, 
Virginia leaders confirmed they were competing for a chance to bring the 
United States Department of  Agriculture headquarters to the Tri-Cities.  
Today, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue released 67 finalists 
across the country still in the running.  Washington County, VA did not make 
the cut.  The chair of the Washington County, VA Board of Supervisors said 
although they are disappointed by today's decision, work must continue to 
bring economic development opportunities to the region.

Landslide – Unicoi County
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.19

A landslide in Unicoi County shut down part of  US 19-W – also known as 
the Old Asheville Highway today.  Big rocks and trees cover the road near 
State Route 36.  Lanes in both directions are closed.  The Tennessee 
Department of Transportation says it could take until noon tomorrow or after 
to clear the road of debris.  Detours are posted to help drivers.  

Unicoi Landslide Update



Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

Work continues to clear a landslide that shut down portions of the Old 
Asheville Highway in Unicoi County.  The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation said it hoped to have the north and southbound lanes near 
State Route 26 reopened by noon today.  That didn't happen.  T-DOT told us 
it is unclear when debris from the landslide will be cleaned up.  T-DOT said 
detours remain in place for drivers traveling in the impacted area.  

Blue Hole Cleanup
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.19

It's a popular outdoor spot for people in our region, but a local group said it's 
recently become a place where trash is piling up.  This morning, members of 
Keep Carter County Beautiful and other volunteers got together to clean up 
the area around the Blue Hole, which is right off Panhandle Road.  They 
found old couches, television, tires and all kinds of trash that had been 
dumped around the site.  They hope once it is cleaned up, it will stay that 
way, “I hope everybody is inspired to take care of the forest.  It belongs to all 
of us and we can't let one or two bad apples destroy it for the rest of us.”  
With the help of about 25 volunteers, organizers said they were able to finish 
clean up in just a matter of hours.



Controlled Burns
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.18.19

You may see large amounts of smoke coming from the Cherokee National 
Forest this week, but forest service officials say there is no need to worry.  
The United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service said they will 
conduct prescribed burns today through March 24.  The forest service says 
these burns are for forest management and will take place on Jackson Island 
in Washington County, Big Creek and Grandfather Knob in Sullivan County 
and in Johnson County near Shady Valley.  A controlled burn is also 
scheduled for Harp Mountain in Sullivan County.  The forest service advises 
that smoke may be visible in surrounding areas.

EPA Grant
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.18.19

Some Tri-Cities college students will get thousands of dollars in federal grant
money to develop their idea – an innovative way to clean up polluted water.  
The $15,000 Environmental Protection Agency grant will fund a research 



project by East Tennessee State University Students.  They're trying to 
develop absorbents that can clean water contaminated by acid.  The students 
will attend the tech-connect conference in Boston this June.  Grants were also
awarded to student teams at the University of Alabama and the University of 
Central Florida.

Fish Consumption Advisory
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.19.19

The state says it's still advises against eating fish caught in a portion of the 
Nolichucky River due to elevated mercury levels.  In August 2018, the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation issued a 
precautionary fish consumption advisory for small-mouth bass and channel 
catfish on the portion of the Nolichucky River in Cocke and Hamblen 
Counties.  Today, the state said the advisory will remain in effect until future 
fish testing shows lower mercury levels.

Johnson City Recycling
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.19



Johnson City announced new plastic recycling guidelines.  The city is one of 
several that had to find a new vendor or cancel recycling services following 
the closure of Tri-Cities Waste Paper.  The changes only affect plastic 
recyclables.  The city will now only accept the following plastic items for 
recycling:  milk jugs, water bottles, juice containers, soda bottles, laundry 
detergent containers, fabric softener containers, and bleach bottles marked 
with a plastic code of 1 or 2.  All other containers, even if marked with a 1 or 
2, will not be accepted.  The new guidelines apply to both curbside and drop-
off sites. 

Governor Lee on Flooding
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.19

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee sent a formal request to President Donald 
Trump for a major disaster declaration for counties impacted by significant 
flooding last month.  That includes counties in our region.  Since heavy rain 
and severe storms began on February 6, 83 or the state's 95 counties have 
reported some level of damage.  Governor Lee's request asks the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to make disaster relief funding available to 
counties including Carter, Greene, Hawkins, Johnson and Unicoi.

Creation Kingdom Zoo Opens
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.23.19

Creation Kingdom Zoo's 10th season is underway.  The southwest Virginia 
zoo opened its doors this morning for the first time since heavy snow in 
December and rain in the following months damaged the property.  Zoo 
Director Dr. Marc Bradley told us 7 large trees fell and damaged several 
buildings and exhibits.  Today, Bradley told us all repairs are complete and 
construction is underway on new projects.  There is now a new drainage 
system in place through the entire zoo.  Bradley said staff and animals are 
excited for the new season, “We've got a giraffe feeding platform that you 
can feed the giraffes.  We'll have breakfast with the giraffes some this season.
We've got a lemur island that will open this season as well where visitors will
be able to go over and see the lemurs on an island.”  Bradley told us most of 
the projects should be complete in the coming weeks.

Avocado Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.24.19

A California company issued a recall for its California-grown avocados in 6 
states because of potential listeria contamination.  The Henry Avocado 
Corporation issued the voluntary recall after its California packing facility 
tested positive during a routine government inspection.  So far, the company 
says no illnesses have been reported.  The 6 states involved in the recall 
include Arizona, California, Florida, New Hampshire, North Carolina and 
Wisconsin.



Controlled Burns
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

The USDA Forest Service plans to conduct more controlled burns in the 
Cherokee National Forest this week.  The USDA said there will be four 
prescribed burns in the North Cherokee National Forest beginning tomorrow. 
Three of those burns will take place in Johnson County.  The other will take 
place in Carter County.  The burns are expected to last through Sunday, 
March 31.  Smoke will likely be visible in surrounding areas during the 
controlled burns.  The time of the controlled burns could be changed, 
depending on weather patterns.

Unicoi County Recycling
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.19

Since the beginning of the year, several northeast Tennessee counties have 
been scaling back or phasing out recycling services.  Washington County 
Virginia and Bristol announced last month paper and plastic products will no 
longer be accepted.  This month, Sullivan County announced it will no longer
accept plastic at its recycling centers.  Unicoi County is going through a trial 



phase with its recycling system.  The changes stem from the public not 
properly separating items for recycling.  One Unicoi County Commissioner 
told us recycling piles are being rejected once they get to the center, which 
costs the counties money.  Commissioner James Harris told us the county's 
Hoover Site was closed for a week and a half because they company the 
county sent its recycling materials closed.  Now, Carter county is accepting 
Unicoi's recycled plastics and mixed paper and cardboard as long as the 
county follows guidelines by keeping plastic bags out of the recycling items.  
If the county gets loads of recycling materials rejected, it doubles the county's
costs.  

ETSU & Johnson City Tree Giveaways
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.28.19

East Tennessee State University Department of Sustainability is helping bring
beauty to our communities.  In celebration of Arbor Day, the department gave
away hundreds of oak seedlings.  Those seedlings will blossom into beautiful
shade trees.  If you didn't get the chance to take advantage of today's 
giveaway, you have another opportunity.  The City of Johnson city will 
observe Arbor Day Saturday, April 6 with a seedling giveaway.  Nineteen 
hundred seedlings of multiple varieties will be distributed at Metro Kiwanis 
Park on Guaranda Drive.  The event begins at 9am.  Since 2010, the Public 
Works Department has distributed nearly 26,000 seedlings for planting. 



ALCOHOL TOBACCO & FIREARMS

Sunday Wine Sales
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.1.19

More than 30 near laws go into effect today in Tennessee.  One will allow the
sale of wine in grocery stores on Sunday.  This Sunday will be the first time 
shoppers will be able to purchase a bottle of wine in grocery stores on that 
day of the week.  In April, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam signed a bill into 
law for 7-day wine and liquor sales.  The law went into effect immediately 
for liquor stores.  According to the statute, liquor stores had the advantage.  
They were able to start Sunday sales early while grocery stores had to wait 
until 2019.  For Tennessee liquor stores, the new law meant a boost in 
business.  Universal Wine and Spirits in Johnson City told us 7-day sales 
boosted the store's bottom line.  Customers also applaud 7-day sales 
especially since beginning this Sunday, they can pick up a bottle of wine and 
their groceries.  While some think Sunday wine sales at grocery stores could 
impact sales at liquor stores, others do not because liquor stores tend to have 
a larger selection.  This comes two years after Tennessee law was changed to 
allow any wine to be sold in grocery stores.  Back then, local governments 
had to approve the change before wine could be sold in a community's 
grocery stores.  But this change in the law takes effect statewide this Sunday. 
No local approval is necessary.  Both liquor and grocery stores are barred 
from wine and spirit sales on Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.



Electronic Cigarettes
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A small study funded by the National Institutes of health reveals people given
electronic cigarettes smoke less and are more likely to quit, compared to 
people who smoke traditional cigarettes.  Another study revealed adolescents 
who use e-cigarettes, hookahs or smokeless tobacco are more likely to switch
to regular cigarettes within a year, compared to those who do not.

Tobacco
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A new study suggests teenagers are more likely to start smoking after 
viewing tobacco marketing online.  Researchers analyzed data from nearly 
12,000 teens.  They found non-users had a 26% higher chance of trying a 
tobacco product after watching online videos or using social networking 
sites.  A separate survey of more than 10,000 young people also revealed 
those who used multiple tobacco products were even more likely to switch to 
cigarettes.



Firearms Charges
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A man convicted of criminally negligent homicide back in 2005 in Sullivan 
County is now in federal custody.  Investigators said they found Jimmie 
Kreidler with 17 guns and 6,000 rounds of ammunition.  Court records show 
Kreidler pleaded not guilty in federal court in Greeneville Tuesday to charges
of knowingly possessing those items.  A Hancock County Sheriff's detective 
says officers arrested the 52-year old back in may after receiving a tip.

Sunday Wine Sales
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.6.19

Today marked the first Sunday in Tennessee that you could buy wine at 
grocery stores.  The action comes after a recent change in state law.  Grocery 
stores and many shoppers we talked with are excited about the change.  Now,
this store and others like it can sell beer and wine 7-days a week, with the 
exception of Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Some say the change 
represents a breakdown of religious values, but employees and shoppers we 
spoke with say the change is about convenience, especially for people who 
do most of their shopping on the weekends.  Employees think the change will



improve sales.  It is important to note, hours for wine sales are modified on 
Sundays under the new law.  On Sundays you may buy wine between the 
hours of 10am and 11pm.

Barnett's Guns
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis Carden
Show:  9am
Air Date:  1.14.19

A popular shooting range in Hampton officially opened after a devastating 
fire nearly a year ago.  Barnett's Guns in Carter county announced its range 
reopened over the weekend to the public.  We brought you the store last year 
when a fire destroyed the facility.  Since then, owners have been able to 
rebuild and add that business has been booming.

Lee County – Arming Teachers
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.15.19

After months of stalled efforts by a southwest Virginia school system to move
forward with a plan to arm teachers, we learned the Lee County School 
Board filed a lawsuit in hopes of changing that.  In June, the Lee County 
School System became the first Virginia school board to vote in favor of a 



policy to arm some teachers.  In September, the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services rejected an application by Superintendent Brian 
Austin to register as what is called an armed conservator of the peace.  The 
district hoped the designation would allow some Lee County School 
employees to carry guns on campus.  In the lawsuit obtained by News 
Channel 11, the school board said that decision prompted a lawsuit 
requesting an appeal.  It was filed against the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services and the Virginia Department of Homeland Security.

Tobacco Purchase Age
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.19

Lawmakers in both the Virginia House of Delegates and the Senate are 
considering bills to ban the sale of tobacco and vape products to anyone 
under 21.  The bills would increase the minimum age for purchasing the 
products from 18 to 21.  Last year, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
called underage use of e-vapor products an epidemic.

Drinking Less Alcohol 
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.19



It appears Happy Hour was less than happy in 2018.  For the third year in a 
row, alcohol consumption among Americans has decreased.  That's according
to a new beverage market analysis.  Americans guzzled down 3.35 billion 
cases of beer, wine and liquor last year.  It's a decline of 0.8%.

Yee Haw and the Government Shutdown
Length:  1:40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

The partial government shutdown, now in its 31st day, is impacting at least 
one local brewery.  When craft breweries want to release a new beer, they 
need approval from the federal government, specifically the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, before they can sell across state lines.  That 
agency remains closed as part of the shutdown.  Yee Haw Brew Master 
Christopher Ellenbecker told us Yee Haw does its mass production in 
downtown Johnson City, but it ships beers across three different states.  The 
brew master says Yee Haw pilots new beers in Greeneville, South Carolina, 
and even though they can still brew and package new beers there, until the 
government reopens, Yee Haw cannot bring those flavors to Johnson City 
customers.  He told us Yee Haw did get approval for its spring seasonal 
before the shutdown began.  

Tobacco Legislation
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam said he supports legislation to raise 
Virginia's minimum age for purchasing tobacco from 18 to 21.  The age 
increase would apply to all tobacco products, including vaping products.  
Nationally, six states raised the tobacco age to 21.  As a doctor, Governor 
Northam served on a state commission dealing with youth health before 
running for office.

Mountain Dew Trademark
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

Pepsi is in a legal battle with Ole Smoky Moonshine over the distillery's 
trademark application for the term Mountain Dew.  In 2015, Ole Smoky 
Moonshine filed an application to trademark “Ole Smoky Mountain Dew 
Moonshine” for distilled spirits.  Pepsico filed a notice of opposition with the 
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board opposing Ole Smoky's trademark.  Ole 
Smoky wants to resolve the dispute so that they can both sell their Mountain 
Dew products.

Smoking in Cars
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

Smoking in your car in Virginia could become illegal – if someone in the car 
is under 18 years of age.  House bill 1744, which is being introduced in 
Richmond, would change an existing law that states a person cannot smoke 
with a passenger under the age of 6 in the car.  The bill would also change 
from a secondary offense to a primary with a $100 fine.

Conceal Carry
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

A bill that would allow firefighters, EMTs and Paramedics who are former 
law enforcement officers or veterans to carry a concealed firearm passed the 
Virginia Senate.  The bill now heads to the House.  It narrowly passed with 
the Senate, a 21-19 vote.  The local elected governing body would also have 
to sign off on the concealed carry.  Democrats oppose the measure saying 
without training it could be dangerous and pose liability.

Electronic Cigarettes
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.28.19

The American Academy of Pediatrics issued a call for new federal 
regulations aimed at discouraging children and teens from using e-cigarettes. 
The number of high school and middle school students that reported using e-
cigs rose almost 80 percent last year, according to the Academy.  Doctors say 
youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely to go on to use conventional 
cigarettes.  The American Academy of Pediatrics released a new policy 
statement Monday calling for new federal regulations including setting a 
minimum age of 21 to buy the products, banning online sales and youth-
targeted marketing and stopping production of certain flavored e-cigarette 
products.  A new program called Catch My Breath was developed for 6th 
through 12th graders.  It's currently taught in 20 states and reaches more than 
30 thousand students.  It's designed to prevent children from using e-
cigarettes.  The program is expected to expand to 200,000 students next year.

CDC Gets “F” on E-cigarettes
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.30.19

The American Lung Association says the federal government is not getting 
the job done when it comes to protecting kids from electronic cigarettes.  In 
its annual State of Tobacco Control Report, the American Lung Association 
gives the US Food and Drug Administration an F grade.  The report accuses 
the FDA of doing very little to combat e-cigarette use among high school 
students.  It adds nearly 21% of all high school students currently use e-



cigarettes.

Super Bowl Patrols
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

The Johnson City Police Department says it will have extra patrols this 
weekend – watching for people who celebrate the Super Bowl a little too 
much.  The department says it will have additional officers on the streets 
watching for impaired drivers.  The saturation patrols will be conducted in 
partnership with the Tennessee Highway Safety Office “Booze It and Lose It”
campaign. Grant money will pay overtime for additional patrols.  Johnson 
City says its police department made 30 driving under the influence arrests 
on Super Bowl weekend over the last 5 years.

Blue Plum Lager
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

A Johnson City brewery is honoring the city's 150th anniversary with a 
specially brewed beer.  Johnson City Brewing Company brewed its first Blue 
Plum Later today.  It's a German-style lager with plum flavoring.  The 
brewery says every once in a while, it invites the community to brew with 



them.  That's what happened with this blend.  The Blue Plum Lager will be 
released April 4.

Tennessee Quit Week
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.4.19

The Tennessee Department of Health wants to help smokers get out of their 
toxic relationship with tobacco.  This week is the third annual Tennessee Quit
Week.  The week raises awareness of the Tennessee Tobacco Quitline and 
other free resources to help smokers and tobacco users quit.  Data from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows 22.1% of Tennesseans 
smoke.

TSA Record Gun Levels
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

New TSA data shows a record number of firearms discovered at airport 
checkpoints last year.  More than 4200 guns were found at 249 airports 
nationwide.  TSA is working with airports to improve signage reminding 
people guns cannot be placed in a carry-on bag.  Anyone breaking the law 
risks arrest and fines up to $13,000.



School Rifle Raffle
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

A raffle to have the chance to win an AR-15 rifle is not happening at Unaka 
High School.  The school's football booster club was organizing the raffle.  
After looking into school policy, Carter County Director of Schools Dr. 
Kevin Ward reached out to the club, and the club canceled the raffle.  
Organizers are now in the process of refunding the raffle tickets.

University of Tennessee Alcohol on Campus
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby 
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.19

The state legislature is considering a move to allow alcohol at sporting 
venues on college campuses.  The Southeastern Conference has a ban on 
alcohol sales during sporting events – excluding skyboxes.  The Knox 
County Beer Board would ultimately have the final approval.  Although the 
bill allows sports facilities on public colleges to sell alcohol, it would be up 
to the individual campuses and their local governments to implement the 
change.



Elizabethton Brewery
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis Carden
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.12.19

Elizabethton's first-ever brewery has now found a new hometown.  James 
Kerr with Appalachian Sun Brewery told us the business will set up shop at 
524 East Elk Avenue beside Elizabethton Escape.  Rainey Construction will 
handle building renovations.  Kerr said he signed the letter of intent to 
operate the business with the building owners at the end of January.  
Appalachian Sun Brewery is expected to open mid-summer.

CDC Smoking
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

Time magazine reports on new findings that suggest the boom in vaping has 
ended a recent decline in smoking among teens.  A survey by the CDC says 
the use of any tobacco product jumped nearly 40% in 2018 compared to the 
previous year.  Smoking is the nation's leading cause of preventable disease 
and death.  FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb plans to continue to escalate 
regulatory actions to limit illegal sales to minors.



Twins Beer
Length:  :45
Format:  Sound Byte – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

Mayor Curt Alexander told us, “I think it's a great thing.  If you look at what 
they've done in Johnson City and what they've done in Greeneville and what 
they've done in Sevierville.  They know how to manage baseball.”  Mayor 
Alexander said this week the city council will vote on Boyd Sports managing
the Elizabethton Twins minor league baseball team.  The vote is set for 
Thursday at 6:00pm.  Another vote on the agenda is the first reading of an 
ordinance to allow the sale of alcohol at Joe O'Brien Field, pending approval 
of the contract.  City leaders told us they hope the management firm can help 
the Twins become more economically viable and help relieve pressure from 
parks and rec staff.

Racks by the Tracks Announcement
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

We're about three months away from the annual Racks by the Tracks festival 
in downtown Kingsport.  Just hours ago, organizers announced a free concert 
that will help kick off the two day event.  Country Music star Aaron Tippin 



will hit the sage on Friday, May 17 for a concert open to the public.  
Saturday's all-day ticketed concert series will feature The Breakfast Club and 
The Ultimate Garth Brooks Tribute.  Racks by the Tracks also features beer 
tasting, barbecue and wine tasting.  Racks by the Tracks takes place May 17 
and 18 at the Kingsport Farmers Market.  Ticket information is on our 
website, wjhl.com.

Handgun Carry Permits
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.13.19

A bystander with a permit to carry a handgun is being called a hero.  
Investigators said he shot a man who opened fire in a Sullivan County dental 
office this morning.  Sheriff Jeff Cassidy said the man was a patient at the 
office and called him a hero.  The Volunteer State issued nearly 190,000 
handgun carry permits last year.  As of 2018, the number of valid carry 
permits by counties in our region look like this (map on screen with 
numbers).  Carter County has just over 6,000 permit holders, Greene County 
has around 8,000, Washington County has 14,000 and Sullivan County has 
nearly 19,000.  

Carry Permits
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kristen Gallant
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.15.19



More than 17 million people have gun carry permits across the country.  
National statistics reveal four out of every 10 carry a firearm with them.  We 
went to local handgun carry schools to learn more about the process of 
obtaining a permit.  You must go through several steps.  The process starts 
with an online application.  Then, applicants must complete an 8 hour course 
and a written exam.  You must also successfully complete a firing phase 
shooting 50 rounds of ammunition.  After that you must pass a background 
check through the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and local law enforcement.  The process goes through the 
Tennessee Department of Safety.  After you pass all the steps, your permit 
will be mailed to you.  Under Tennessee law, “The self-defense section of 
that states you are allowed to protect either yourself or another person if it 
looks like there is imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury.”  Once 
you receive your permit, it is good for 8 years.

Virginia Tobacco Age
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam signed legislation banning people under 
21 from buying tobacco and nicotine products.  Although the legislation aims
to address the epidemic of teenage vaping, some northeast Tennessee tobacco
shops are expecting an increase in business.  Those stores expect people to 
head across the state line to go shopping.



Tennessee Tobacco
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

Some Tennessee lawmakers want to increase the minimum age to buy 
tobacco and vaping products.  Currently the legal age of purchase is 18.  
They want to raise it to 21.  Republican Senator Shane Reeves presented the 
bill to the Senate Commerce Labor Committee Tuesday afternoon.  House 
co-sponsor Representative Bob Ramsey says the change is a health issue, 
“The state of Tennessee has hovered around the bottom of statistics nationally
for wellness and quality of life.”  He says the state is suffering under massive 
tobacco commerce which has spread into vaping.  Tri-Cities public health 
educators agree, “Tobacco use has actually decreased among teens, but we're 
seeing a more higher prevalence of using e-cigarettes or electronic products.”
Tammy Greene, manager of Tri-Cities Tobacco Wholesale does not think the 
bill will be effective, “Regardless if they're 18, they're going to have mom, 
dad whoever buy them.  It's going to happen.  The Campaign for Tobacco 
Free Kids said last week, Virginia became the 7th state to raise the age of 
purchase for tobacco and vaping products to 21.  Should the proposal pass in 
Tennessee, a legislative fiscal note estimated the bill would cost the state $7 
million.  Local governments, according to the note, would lose $1 million in 
sales tax revenues.

Bristol Shooter Class
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.4.19

Bristol Tennessee Police Department decided to move an upcoming active 
shooter class to a larger venue after a larger than expected response.  The 
class will now take place in the auditorium on the campus of Tennessee High 
School.  The class is scheduled for March 20 at 6 o'clock.  The hour and a 
half course will teach participants the avoid, deny and defend strategy for 
dealing with active shooter situations.  There is no cost to attend, but 
registration is required.  

Gun Issues in Tennessee
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

Several hundred people wanted their voices heard today about a gun bill on 
Tennessee's Capitol Hill.  The group Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America attended a Tennessee House Sub-Committee meeting to hear about a
bill making changes to the state's handgun permit process.  Andy Holt, bill 
sponsor, said, “The intention of the legislation is to generally provide a lower 
cost alternative for a concealed carry handgun permit.  It would create an 
enhanced carry permit which would be the current permit that we have right 
now.  In addition to that, if the legislation were to pass, then we would at that 
point we would create a concealed only handgun carry permit which can be 
achieved at a lower cost.”  Mom's Demand Action says no changes are 
necessary in Tennessee's permitting process to carry a gun, “93% of the 
Tennesseans support the permitting process we have.”   The group is 
concerned the bill would weaken the permitting process that includes certain 



types of instruction and training.  When amended Wednesday, Representative
Holt said his bill could see more changes.  The Moms Demand Action group 
promises to return to follow a variety of gun related bills during the session.  
Another bill the group Moms Demand Action wants to change is a measure 
reducing penalties for first time offenders of gun carry laws.

Second Hand Smoke
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.8.19

A new study reveals a link between second hand smoke and an increased risk 
of developing chronic kidney disease.  Researchers in Korea found the risk 
for developing the disease was 66% higher in participants who were exposed 
to second hand smoke three or more days a week.

Teens Sticker Shock
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

A new initiative across Virginia aims to reduce underage drinking.  The plan 
is to make those old enough to buy alcohol aware of the consequences of 
buying alcohol for those under the age of 21.  A recent national survey found 



more than 30% of underage drinkers typically get alcohol from someone of 
legal age.  The project to change that is called Operation Sticker Shock.  High
school students will help place stickers on beverages at participating 
convenience stores.  The stickers are a warning that conviction under Virginia
state law could result in fines, drivers license suspension and/or jail time if 
convicted of buying alcohol for someone underage.  On March 14 and 15, 
high school students will post the stickers at participating markets in Lee, 
Wise and Scott Counties and the City of Norton.  

VA Concealed Permit
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam vetoed legislation that would make it 
easier for non-residents to get concealed handgun carry permits.  The bill 
narrowly passed the GOP controlled General Assembly.  The bill would have 
required state police to issue a temporary permit for 90 days after receiving 
an application unless police determined the person was not qualified.  Under 
current law, Virginia non-residents can apply for a 5-year concealed carry 
permit.

Saturation Patrols
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.19



The Johnson City Police Department plans saturation patrols over St. 
Patrick's Day weekend.  The extra patrols are to catch those driving impaired.
They will be paid for with grant money.  During the last 5 years, the 
department said officers made 31 arrests for driving under the influence.  The
department said it investigated 18 crashes which involved impaired drivers 
during that same time period.  Seven of those crashes resulted in injuries.  

Free Rides from AAA
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

Triple A is offering its Tow to Go program this St. Patrick's Day weekend.  
The free ride program is available Friday through 6am Monday morning.  
AAA says its an effort to keep impaired drivers off the roads.  You can find 
the number to call for a ride on our website – wjhl.com

Kick Butts Days
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.19



Kids in the Tri-Cities took part in a kickball tournament today to raise 
awareness about the dangers of tobacco use.  The tournament took place in 
conjunction with “Kick Butts Day” which is observed March 16th.  According
to Tobacco-Free Kids, more than 2500 children under the age of 18 become 
daily smokers each year.

Child Hit By Bullet
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kristen Gallant
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.17.19

The Johnson County Sheriff's Office says it is investigating a case where a 
stray bullet injured a 2-year old little girl.  The child was playing outside 
when a stray bullet hit her in the head.  The child's family says the bullet 
severed an artery which caused the child to lose brain function.  The child 
also had a stroke.  She is being treated at East Tennessee Children's Hospital 
in Knoxville.  Her family is by her side.  The sheriff's office told us it still 
does not know where the bullet came from.  Investigators ask the public, if 
they have any information to call the sheriff's office.  

Bristol Police Department Shooter Training
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.20.19



Investigators say the average police response time to an active shooter call is 
3 minutes.  In those crucial moments, police say training can save lives.  A 
big crowd showed up to an active shooter training class organized by the 
Bristol Police Department.  People in attendance told us they wanted to learn 
more about how they could not only protect themselves but also those around
them in a crisis situation.  Instructors walked those in attendance through 
what to do during an active shooter situation and what not to do.  Police 
believe a key deterrent to an active shooter is preparation.  They used as an 
example, the person with a handgun carry permit who stopped a shooter from
wounding or killing other people at a dentist office in Sullivan County.  That 
armed permit holder shot the suspect and held him at gunpoint until police 
arrived.

Lee County Guns
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

School officials in Lee County, Virginia decided to drop a lawsuit against the 
state about arming teachers.  The Lee County School Board discontinued the 
lawsuit it filed after the state blocked the implementation of a school safety 
policy that would allow some teachers to carry firearms on campus.  
Superintendent Dr. Brian Austin said the school system will still move 
forward with security training for teachers.  Austin said the school board 
hopes to have its “School Security Agent” program up and running by the 
start of the 2019-2020 school year.



Bump Stock Ban
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

The Supreme Court is declining to stop the Trump administration from 
enforcing its ban on bump stock devices.  The devices allow semi-automatic 
weapons to fire like machine guns.  The ban took effect today.  Gun rights 
groups asked the court Monday to keep the government from beginning to 
enforce the ban.  President Donald Trump said last year that the government 
would move to ban bump stocks.  The action followed a 2017 Las Vegas 
shooting where bump stocks were used.  Fifty-eight people were killed.

Gun at School
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.29.19

Deputies transported two area high school students to a juvenile detention 
center after the discovery of a gun on campus.  Administrators placed 
Cherokee High School on temporary lock down today.  A deputy got reports 
of two male students with a gun.  The deputy found an unloaded .38 special 
revolver in a backpack.  The deputy said the students did not have plans to 
use the gun, and no students were threatened.



State Street Brewery Opens
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.30.19

Beer lovers in Bristol now have a new place to enjoy a pint.  After two years 
of hard work, State Street Brewing opened their doors today in the downtown
area.  The new brewery is located on State Street.  Starting next month, State 
Street Brewing said it will start donating to charity on Wednesdays when you 
purchase a pint.



CRIME

Sullivan County Suspects Captured
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.1.19

Two suspects wanted for robbery and kidnapping have been found in 
Sullivan County.  Willie Davis, Jr. and Jennifer Jenkins were captured this 
evening. The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office found them at a camper fire in 
Blountville on Big Hollow Road.  Investigators tell us it is unclear why the 
two allegedly set the camper on fire.  The couple was arrested and the fire 
extinguished.  

Court Delay
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A man charged in a Washington County, TN triple murder missed his first 
court appearance today.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal told us Derrick Sells tried to kill
himself around midnight, and he was transported to an area hospital.  A 



detention officer and staff nurse found Sells with a neck wound.  Sells is 
charged with three counts of murder in the shooting deaths of Robert and 
Kyanna Vaughn and their unborn child.  Investigators found the couple dead 
in the home last month on Friendship Court in Gray.  Deputies also found 2 
children, a girl and boy, unharmed inside the home.  Investigators say 
Kyanna was about 6 months pregnant when she was killed.   Officials say 
Sells remains in the hospital but is expected to be released this afternoon.  He
is scheduled to be arraigned in the morning at 9.  Sells is also charged with 
especially aggravated robbery and aggravated child neglect.  

Bank Robbery Suspect
Length;  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.19

Investigators believe the man who robbed a bank in Johnson city is the same 
person wanted for robbing a bank in Asheville, North Carolina earlier this 
week.  Johnson City police say the suspect walked into Mountain Commerce 
Bank Friday afternoon.  Investigators say they connected the suspect to a 
robbery at a Sun Trust Bank in Asheville this past Wednesday.  Investigators 
say they are concerned he may be a serial bank robber and may try to rob 
another bank in our region.

Killer Clown Case
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  1.7.19

A Tri-Cities woman accused of dressing up as a clown and killing a woman 
nearly 30  years ago in Florida appeared in court today.  A judge set a hearing
for April in the case against Sheila Keen Warren.  Investigators say she 
dressed as a clown and killed Marlene Warren in 1990 at her front door, just 
after Warren handed over a bouquet of flowers and balloons.  Police 
suspected Warren was having an affair with the victim's husband, Mike 
Warren, the man she later married in 2002.  The couple formerly owned the 
Purple Cow Restaurant in Kingsport.  After the Palm Beach County Sheriff's 
Office reopened the case in 2014, DNA evidence led investigators to Warren. 
She was arrested in Abingdon in 2017.

Child Neglect Charge
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

A Jonesborough couple faces child abuse and neglect charges.  Washington 
County investigators arrested Kenneth and Amber Holt Monday.  An arrest 
report says a witness called the sheriff's office after seeing a child covered in 
dirt walking through her yard.  The witness brought the child into her house.  
Investigators said there was a second child in the Holt's home.  Kenneth and 
Amber Holt are charged with aggravated child abuse and neglect.

Mountain City Mayor Arrest



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

The Johnson County Sheriff's Office arrested Mountain City's mayor this 
evening.  The sheriff's office charged Kevin Parsons with obstruction of 
justice.  The charge stems from a traffic stop three days before Christmas 
where the sheriff said Parsons failed to identify his brother-in-law, who had 
outstanding active warrants.  Parsons bond was set at $2500.  His court date 
has been set for March 20.  Mayor Parsons told us via text message, “I am 
not guilty of the charges placed against me.  I am looking forward to proving 
my innocence on my day in court.”

Baby in Freezer
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.9.19

A Washington County Tennessee woman faces several felony charges after a 
witness told investigators the woman was seen putting her 8-month old child 
in an outside freezer at someone else's home.  Brittany Smith faces felony 
child abuse and neglect charges.  A person on Poplar Hill Drive in Johnson 
City told investigators Smith was seen holding a small child next to an 
unused freezer in the backyard.  Two other people also reported seeing Smith 
on the property.  Investigators found Smith under a crawl space at the home, 
without the child.  Witnesses say they later found the child in the freezer with



the lid closed.  One of the witnesses told us it was fortunate they found the 
child or the story could have ended differently.  We confirmed the child was 
transported to Johnson City Medical Center for evaluation.

Armed Robbery
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.19

The Washington County VA Sheriff's Office is searching for the suspect in an 
armed robbery.  Sheriff Fred Newman told us a man and two women walked 
up to another man standing outside “The Venue and Company” on Lee 
Highway and demanded the man give them his car key.  The man told 
investigators the suspects followed him, pulled out a pistol and fired it into 
the floor of the business.  The man said a vehicle pulled into the parking lot at
the time and the suspect ordered the driver out of the vehicle at gunpoint.  
Investigators say the three suspects left the parking lot in the vehicle.

Hit & Run Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

The man investigators said was behind the wheel during a deadly hit and run 



crash in southwest Virginia is in jail.  The arrest comes days after Virginia 
State Police responded to a home on Riverside Road in Smyth County.  State 
police confirmed 31-year old Joseph Kestner is in police custody and was 
identified as the driver who drove into a home Sunday morning.  
Investigators said 87-year old Margaret Poe was in her home at the time of 
the crash and died from her injuries.  State police tell us Kestner is charged 
with involuntary manslaughter following the fatal hit and run crash.

Child Neglect Plea
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

A Jonesborough couple accused of putting an autistic girl in a cage inside 
their home pleaded guilty to lesser charges today.  Washington County 
deputies said they found the couple's daughter living in what they called 
deplorable conditions in 2017.  In court today, defense attorneys said the cage
was used by the couple to control the child when she had outbursts.  The 
couple pleaded guilty to child neglect.  Patricia Laws and Mickey Sparks will
serve a year of probation.  The couple's daughter remains in the care of the 
Department of Children's Services.

Abingdon Suspect Captured
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.19



A southwest Virginia man has been captured by police in Georgia after an 
armed robbery last night in Washington County, Virginia.  Brandon Deel of 
Buchanan County was wanted by deputies in Washington County VA after an
armed robbery and carjacking outside “The Venue and Company” on Lee 
Highway.  Deputies in Georgia say Deel made it from Bristol to Ringold, GA 
in 3 hours.  Police said he was arrested with a gun in his lap and a woman 
and child in the car.  

Teen Abduction
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

Police charged a North Carolina man with abducting a Buchanan County 
teenager.  The Buchanan County Sheriff's Office charged 21-year old 
Michael Charles Newnam of Gibsonville, North Carolina with one count of 
abduction.  Investigators say Newnam abducted 15-year old Madeline Wells 
on Wednesday.  They believe the two met on Facebook.  Newnam and Wells 
were located in Pikeville, KY on Thursday.  She is now back with her family. 
He is currently in custody in Kentucky awaiting extradition to Buchanan 
County.

Clintwood Shooting
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic



Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.19

One man is behind bars and another is in the hospital after a shooting last 
night.  Police in Clintwood say the shooting happened in the College View 
area around 8 Friday night.  Investigators  say a man was shot by his nephew 
and suffered injuries to his arm and shoulder.  Police identified the suspect as 
Travis Wampler.  They arrested him in Dickenson County.  Wampler is being 
held without bond in the Haysi Regional Jail.

Greene County Robbery
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.13.19

Three people in Greene County are behind bars after a man was injured in 
what investigators are calling a home invasion.  Greene County deputies 
responded to a home on Briar Patch Lane around 3 this morning.  The 
sheriff's department says a man inside that home suffered multiple knife 
wounds.  Authorities say three people are charged in connection to the crime: 
William nelson Gutner, William Lance Gutner and Patricia Roberts.  All three
face multiple charges tonight including especially aggravated robbery.

Inmate Death Investigation
Length:  :45



Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.13.19

Deputies in Washington County TN are searching for a fugitive wanted in 
connection to an inmate's death in December.  We first brought you the news 
Friday that 6 people were indicted in the death of Joseph Lockner, an inmate 
killed after an attack inside the Washington County TN Jail.  Five of those 
people are now in custody.  Tonight, investigators still need your help as they 
work to track down Jonathan Pearson.  Pearson was serving time for 
violation of probation and had recently been released.  

Suspect Captured
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.14.19

The man wanted in connection to the death of a Washington County TN 
inmate is now behind bars.  And the suspect's girlfriend was also arrested .  
She's accused of helping Jonathan Pearson hide from investigators.  Pearson 
was indicted on charges related to the death of Joseph Lockner.  Pearson was 
indicted on charges of aggravated assault resulting in death and conspiracy 
aggravated assault resulting in death.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
says it learned Pearson was staying at a hotel along Stewball Circle in 
Kingsport.  That's where he was arrested.  His girlfriend, Candise Stout, was 
also arrested and charged with one count of accessory after the fact and 
harboring a fugitive.



Denton Trial
Length:  1:45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.15.19

Testimony began today in the trial of a man accused of murdering three 
members of his family.  Robert Denton is charged with three counts of first 
degree murder following the shooting deaths of his mother, stepfather and 
grandmother.  Investigators said the crimes happened in August 2015.  Today,
the man defense attorneys say should have been investigated took the stand.  
That man is Curtis Rose, Robert Denton's grandfather.  Rose shared that he 
was working in the trailer behind the family home.  He says he was using a 
power tool and did not hear any gunshots.  He said Denton did not have a gun
when he approached the trailer asking him to call 911.  The prosecution and 
defense questioned neighbor Sheila Thomas at length today.  She said she 
was friendly with the family, and their children played together.  She said she 
heard a faint noise on August 29, 2015 but did not know what it was.  Law 
enforcement officers who responded to the scene also took the stand and the 
jury saw gruesome images from the crime scene.  Testimony in the case 
continues tomorrow.

Padgett Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.16.19



A Jonesborough man who's already behind bars faces more than 30 new 
charges of sex crimes against a child.  The Washington County Sheriff's 
Office served 51-year old Anthony Padgett with a grand jury presentment 
charging him with sex crimes that include statutory rape and continuous 
sexual abuse of a child.  Padgett was already behind bars on charges of 
solicitation of first degree murder, violating an order of protection, 
harassment and stalking.  Padgett's bond is now at $450,000.

Hawkins County Standoff
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  11.16.19

Investigators say a man is in custody after a standoff with county and federal 
law enforcement.  Hawkins County Sheriff Ronnie Lawson says the standoff 
happened near the Choo Choo Trailer Park off Carters Valley Road.  The 
suspect was  wanted for  an armed pharmacy robbery last month in Abingdon
and another unknown crime in Sullivan County.  The standoff began around 8
this evening.  People living in the mobile home park were evacuated as a 
precaution.  No other details were released.

Cash Hollow Shooting
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan



Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.17.19

One person died in gunfire in Washington County TN overnight.  The 
Washington County Sheriff's Office said it happened on Cash Hollow Road.  
Investigators responded to the area around 9 Wednesday evening.  While 
investigators did not release the name of the person killed, Sheriff Ed 
Graybeal told us the man is not from our area.  Investigators spent hours at 
the crime scene gathering evidence, “We have just a bunch of evidence that is
labeled and packaged and we'll have to go through it and of course we will 
still be taking statements and talking to people.”  Sheriff Graybeal told us a 
suspect has not yet been identified.  Sheriff Graybeal said deputies located a 
2004 GMC Yukon that reportedly left the shooting scene.  The SUV was 
located near the Veterans Affairs property in Johnson City.

Bank Robbery
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.17.19

Less than an hour after a bank robbery in Bristol, Virginia investigators 
captured a suspect in the case.  Officers responded to United Southeast Credit
Union on Lee Highway around 11:15.  Investigators said the suspect 
approached a drive-thru window at the bank, claimed he had a gun and 
demanded money.  Police arrested 38-year old Larry Byington and charged 
him with one count of robbery.



Buckles Guilty Plea
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis Carden
Show:  9am
Air Date:  1.18.19

One man pleaded guilty to killing his friend with a sword in 2016.  Jacob 
Buckles entered the guilty plea to the charge of second degree murder 
Thursday.  He's accused of stabbing Jeffrey Calloway.  Police said Buckles 
visited Calloway's Carter County home to collect a debt and that's where the 
stabbing happened.  Judge Lisa Rice Nidiffer sentenced Buckles to 15 years 
in prison.

Kidnapping Victim Found
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.19

Nashville police say they located a kidnapping suspect and victim that were 
spotted in Kingsport at a hotel yesterday.  Metro Nashville Police said they 
found 19-year old German Rodriguez and his ex-girlfriend 16-year old 
Marisca Beltran-Lopez in Pennsylvania.  Police said Rodriguezz is in custody
and Lopez was not harmed.  The U.S. Marshals Service found the two.



Road Rage
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

The Tennessee Highway Patrol says a man faces charges after a road rage 
incident on Interstate 81 this afternoon.  A person reported a vehicle driving 
recklessly, weaving in and out of traffic, near mile marker 33 in Greene 
County.  THP says 35-year old Matthew Pilkington of Elizabethton pulled out
a gun and pointed it at another driver.  When a trooper pulled him over, the 
trooper said Pilkington had an Air-Soft pistol and a knife.  The trooper said 
Pilkington admitted to waiving a weapon at another driver.  He is charged 
with aggravated assault and open container.

Robert Denton
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

A triple murder trial in Sullivan County is over tonight.  A jury found Robert 
Seth Denton guilty on all counts.  That verdict came after three days of 
deliberations.  Twelve jurors decided Robert Denton shot and killed his 
mother, grandmother and stepfather at their home in Bristol in 2015.  Denton 
will serve the rest of his life in prison without the possibility of parole.



Bloomingdale Shooting
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

It will be morning before we learn more from investigators about a fatal 
shooting this afternoon in Sullivan County.  Tonight, we know that one 
person died and a person of interest is in custody.  Investigators told us the 
shooting happened around 1:30 this afternoon inside a home on Latimer 
Road.  That's in the Bloomingdale Community.  Investigators spent hours 
processing evidence at the scene.  

Sullivan County Murder Investigation
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.19

Sullivan County investigators arrested and charged a man with murder 
following the shooting of his ex-girlfriend's new boyfriend.  Today, Sullivan 
County Sheriff Jeff Cassidy revealed Daniel Walsh was arrested and charged 
with first degree murder and attempted murder.  The charges stem from an 
incident at a home on Latimer Street yesterday afternoon.  Investigators said 
Walsh showed up at the house to get some of his items when he found his ex-
girlfriend with another man, “The defendant got struck on the head with a 
hammer.  He goes retrieves a firearm, shoots through a door, a closed door 



where he knows the victim and the Ms. Lacy were inside the bedroom, shot 
about 7 rounds.”  Sheriff Cassidy added deputies found Joshua Moyers dead 
in the home.  Daniel Walsh is being held on a $250,000 bond.  

Massage Therapist
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.19

A licensed massage therapist was indicted on a sexual battery charge.  
According to court documents obtained by News Channel 11, Craig Roberts 
was indicted following an alleged incident in August last year.  A Johnson 
City Police report says the victim reported the incident happened at The Salt 
Mind Experience in Johnson City.  Roberts is scheduled to appear in court 
next month.

Hit and Run Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.27.19

A Johnson City man was arrested after a hit and run Saturday morning.  
Johnson City police responded to an unknown disturbance at Downtown 
Square around 3:30 Saturday morning.  Officers said they saw a car hit and 



drag a female.  As officers tried to stop that car, they said it took off.  Police 
caught up with the driver, identified as 24-year old Zackery Toney, arrested 
him.  Toney is charged with reckless endangerment and evading arrest.

Teacher Arrested
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.28.19

A head start teacher in the Tri-Cities was arrested after police said they found 
narcotics and drug paraphernalia in her vehicle.  Lindsey Cummings was 
arrested at Miller Perry Elementary School.  Officers said they found a 
“crystal-like substance.”  Cummings was a Head Start teacher for around 3 
years.  She is being held on a $15,000 bond.

Fields Convicted
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.29.19

A Wise County Virginia jury convicted a man in the shooting death of a co-
worker.  Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp said 69-year old Larry Leon 
Fields of Dante was convicted today of felony murder, reckless handling of a 
firearm and use of a firearm in the commission of a felony.  Fields was 



charged in the 2018 shooting death of his brother-in-law, 48-year old Mark 
Anthony Ward.  Investigators said the two were co-workers.  Fields is due 
back in court for sentencing June 10.

Brandon Miller
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.29.19

The Washington County Sheriff's Office says a man wanted in connection to 
a deadly shooting a few weeks ago has been captured after a standoff 
involving gunfire.  The sheriff's office said Brandon Miller barricaded 
himself in a home just southeast of Knoxville after running from police.  
Miller was wanted in connection to a fatal shooting on Cash Hollow Road 
that happened on January 16.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal identified the man killed 
as 31-year old Charles Shelton of Lewisburg, Tennessee.  

Cash Hollow Murder
Length:  1:30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Bytes
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.30.19

A more than two week manhunt for a Tri-Cities murder suspect is over.  
Tonight, Washington County Tennessee Sheriff's Office investigators are 
looking for more suspects in the case.  34-year old Brandon Miller was 



arrested after a standoff at a home in Seymour, Tennessee.  He was wanted in 
connection to a deadly shooting on Cash Hollow Road earlier this month.  
Deputies said they found Charles Shelton dead inside a home on Cash 
Hollow Road.  Two additional suspects are wanted for questioning in the 
case:  34-year old Dylan Childress and 24-year old Allyson Abram.  
Investigators revealed the suspects were among 5 people who went to 
Shelton's home earlier this month, “We believe the individuals came to 
attempt a robbery.”  The sheriff's office revealed a fight broke out when the 
suspects arrived at Shelton's home.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal said Summer 
Bentley was also arrested during last night's standoff.  Investigators identified
her as Miller's girlfriend.

Pitts – Guilty
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

Guilty on all counts – that was the verdict in the case of a North Carolina 
man charged with shooting two people – one of them a Carter County deputy.
Just hours ago, a Carter county jury found Kelly Pitts guilty on seven counts 
of attempted first degree murder and seven counts of possession of a firearm 
in commission of a felony.  Pitts was charged following a shootout with 
deputies in December 2015.  The shooting injured Deputy Jenna Markland, 
who was shot in the face.  She recovered and returned to the force.  Pitts will 
learn his sentence in May.

Walgreens Robbery
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.19

Police in Kingsport are investigating an armed robbery that happened at a 
Walgreens this morning.  Kingsport police said police responded to the store 
on West Stone Drive.  Employees said a man jumped over the counter, held a 
weapon and demanded a specific type of prescription medication.  Police did 
not reveal what type of medication the suspect wanted or how much he got 
before he ran from the store.  

Involuntary Manslaughter
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.3.19

A southwest Virginia man faces an involuntary manslaughter charge after 
investigators said he cut down a tree that fell on a woman's car, killing her.  A
Virginia State Police report said the tree fell on a car Saturday on State Route 
23 in Wise County.  Commonwealth's Attorney Chuck Slemp said Tony 
Osborne faces involuntary manslaughter and trespassing charges.  The 
identity of the woman killed has not been released.

Buchanan County Shooting
Length:  :50



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.4.19

We're learning  new information tonight in a multi-jurisdiction shooting and 
hostage situation in southwest Virginia.  The Dickenson County Sheriff's 
Office says Rocky Reynolds is charged with attempted first degree murder.  
Police say Reynolds beat up and shot his girlfriend last  night along Tivis 
Ridge Road.  She has been released from the hospital.  Earlier tonight, police 
say Reynolds barricaded inside a home at Appalachian Inn.  Nobody was 
injured in the standoff.  Reynolds is being held in the Haysi Regional Jail 
without bond.

Kingsport Shooting
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporting:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.4.19

A shooting is under investigation tonight in Kingsport.  Police said it 
happened shortly before 6 at the Stonecrest Apartments – formerly known as 
Model City Apartments.  Police cleared the shooting scene about 45 minutes 
ago.  We saw at least 3 bullet holes in the side of a white car.  Investigators 
were looking through that car this evening and it was then towed away.  
Investigators spent about 4  hours on the scene collecting evidence.  Two 
people were transported to the hospital , and we have no information on their 
conditions.  Police have not released any information about a suspect or 
suspects in the investigation.  



Kingsport Shooting Arrests
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.19

The manhunt is over for two men accused of killing two people in Kingsport 
last night.  Kingsport police told News Channel 11 Joseph Clark and 
Alexander Hamilton were arrested in Adair County, Kentucky this evening.  
Both suspects remain in the Adair County Jail, awaiting extradition to 
Tennessee.  Police said the Monday night gunfire took place at Stonecrest 
Apartments.  Shyane Bishop and Trevor Reed were killed.  Police have not 
yet released a motive in the shootings, but they did say the suspects and the 
victims knew each other.

Kingsport Car Thefts
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

The Kingsport Police Department says car owners are making it too easy for 
thieves and burglars to steal their property.  Investigators say 314 cars were 
stolen in Kingsport in 2018.  Forty-three of them are still missing.  Already 
this year, investigators say 34 vehicles have been reported stolen and more 



than 30 break-ins have been reported.  Police say you should lock your doors.
They add that this time of year, many thefts can happen while you are 
warning up your car, “We just can't be that trusting with our fellow man in 
this day and age.”  Other tips include not loaning your cars to people you do 
not know well or to people with a history of making bad decisions.  
Investigators say if you become a victim, you should report the crime as soon
as you discover it.  They also add that you should not leave valuables in your 
car.

Constable Arrested
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.8.19

Hawkins County deputies arrested a constable on charges of official 
misconduct and official oppression.  According to court documents, 
investigators said 64-year old William Creasy used blue lights on his vehicle 
to pull someone over on August 15 of last year.  That was before he took 
office as constable.  The charges against Creasy are felonies.  He is due in 
court on April 26.

Credit Card Theft Sting
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.8.19



Two people face more than 70 felony credit card fraud charges after an 
investigation by the Bristol Virginia Police Department.  Uvar Alexander 
Valera Esquenazi of Sarasota, Florida and Renier Ramirez-Rodriguez of 
Louisville, Kentucky face multiple charges.  Investigators said the suspects 
placed skimmers on pumps at different gas stations which recorded credit and
debit card numbers.  Investigators said the pair is suspected of covering an 
area between Knoxville and Washington County, Virginia.  White Pine police
arrested the suspects.  They are in jail tonight in Jefferson County.

Hospital Barricade 
Length:  :45
Format:   Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.19

Police in Greeneville responded to Laughlin Hospital where a man barricaded
himself inside a restroom in the emergency department.  Police told us he's 
been inside the bathroom for hours and negotiations are underway to try to 
get him out.  Security personnel are not allowing people to enter the 
emergency department through the main entrance.  Police told us no patients 
or staff are in any danger.  

Skimmers
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.10.19

Eastman Credit Union is urging its customers to frequently check their 
accounts for any unauthorized or suspicious activity.  ECU issued a security 
alert on its website as a precaution because of reports of an increased level of 
card fraud related to skimmers at area gas pumps.  Skimmers allow thieves to
get card information from a customer when the card is swiped. 

TBI – Charges Against Corrections Officer
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.19

A now former corrections officer faces charges after a TBI investigation.  The
officer is accused of bringing contraband into the Hancock County Jail.  TBI 
agents began investigating allegations that Marty Ferguson was using his 
position as an officer to bring drugs and cell phones into the jail.  He is 
charged with official misconduct and introduction of contraband into a penal 
facility.  He's now an inmate at the Hancock County Jail.  Ferguson is being 
held on a $36,000 bond.

Skimming Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.12.19

New details in a multi-state investigation involving card skimming.  The 
Knox County Sheriff's Office obtained a search warrant for an apartment.  
Detectives said they found 8 pump skimmers, a magnetic credit card reader, 
several re-coded cards and nearly $18,000 in cash.  The suspects are believed 
to be tied to a rash of skimming incidents stretching from Knoxville to 
Washington County, Virginia. 

Dentist Office Shooting
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby / Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.19

Investigators say a man went into a dentist office in Colonial Heights and 
shot and killed his wife.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office said it 
happened this morning at the office of Dr. David Guy.  The sheriff said the 
husband of an employee at the office entered the building and shot her in the 
part of the building where the dentist treats patients.  The sheriff's office said 
the suspect was shot by a patient at the clinic who had a permit to carry a 
gun.  The shooting sent a nearby school and daycare into lock down.  A 
nearby church prayed for all those involved during a service this evening.  
The church is across the street from where the shooting took place.  Colonial 
Heights Baptist Church Pastor Greg Burton said the victim was a good friend
of his.  During the service, he told the crowd to thank God that someone was 
at the office to keep the situation from becoming worse.  The pastor 
described the victim and suspect as a well known couple.  The suspect will be
charged with first degree murder and three counts of aggravated assault once 



he is released from the hospital.  

Bristol Manhunt
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.19

A manhunt continues tonight for a person Bristol Virginia police consider 
armed and dangerous.  Officers went to Jones Manor after reports that Bill 
Stratton of Kingsport had a gun.  Police said Stratton accelerated toward 
three officers and crashed into a fence in Bristol Tennessee.  If you see 
Stratton, call Bristol Tennessee Police.

Dentist Office Shooting
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  Shira Evans / Caroline Corrigan  
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.14.19

The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office just released new information 
surrounding Wednesday's deadly dentist office shooting.  Investigators 
released the names of the victim and suspect in yesterday's shooting at the 
dental office of Dr. David Guy in Colonial Heights.  The Sullivan County 
Sheriff's Office identified the victim as 52-year old Kelly Weaver and the 
suspect as Harry Weaver.  News Channel 11 has learned Harry Weaver was s 



Sullivan County school bus driver.  Investigators said he went into the dentist
office Wednesday morning and shot and killed his wife, Kelly Weaver, who 
was an employee at the office.  The dentist office is closed today.  Witnesses 
told investigators the Weavers were going through a divorce.  Investigators 
said he entered at the back of the office and shot his wife in the area where 
patients are seen.  When officers got to the scene, they found a patient, Larry 
Seagroves, standing over the suspect with a semi-automatic handgun.  
Investigators say he intervened during the shooting and shot Harry Weaver 
several times.  Investigators say Weaver remains hospitalized.  Upon his 
release, investigators say Weaver will be charged with first degree murder 
and three counts of aggravated assault.  

Stratton Arrested
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.15.19

Bristol Virginia police say the search is over tonight for a man charged with
the attempted murder of police officers.  Police said Billy Stratton was 
captured last night in Thomasville, North Carolina following a pursuit out of 
Davidson County, North Carolina.  Earlier this week, police responded to 
Jones Manor, a public housing area in Bristol.  There, they said they found 
Stratton with a gun.  When officers approached his car, police said he sped 
toward them in an attempt to run over them.  He escaped after a brief pursuit. 
Stratton faces several charges including attempted capital murder of a law 
enforcement officer.  He will be returned to Virginia to face charges after he 
faces charges in North Carolina.  Virginia police told us the process could 
take a few months.



Bluefield Officer
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.19

The U.S. Marshals Service is offering a $5,000 reward for information 
leading to the suspect wanted for shooting a Bluefield, Virginia police officer 
during a traffic stop.  According to Virginia State Police, a warrant is out for 
25-year old Donquale Gray of Bluefield, West Virginia on attempted capital 
murder.  Virginia State Police say a Bluefield, Virginia police officer pulled 
over a 2008 Toyota Yaris for an equipment violation on Route 460 near Exit 
3.  Inside the car, there was an unidentified male driver and Gray was in the 
passenger's seat.  During the stop, police say Gray began firing at an officer, 
hitting him twice.  Police said the driver got out of the car and surrendered to 
police.  Virginia State Police said Gray was last seen on foot on Augusta 
Street in Bluefield, West Virginia.  Police believe Gray is armed and consider 
him dangerous.

Counterfeit Money
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.20.19

A Jonesborough man faces charges after being found with nearly $5,000 in 
counterfeit money.  Johnson City police arrested Justin Carson.  Investigators



said he passed a fake $100 bill at a fast food restaurant.  Officers located 
Carson soon after and found $4700 in counterfeit money in his possession.  
Police charged Carson with criminal simulation.

ICE Most Wanted
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.19

A man wanted by the Washington County Tennessee Sheriff's Office in 
connection to a deadly DUI crash two years ago is now on the most wanted 
list for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  Investigators said Alan 
Mogollon-Anaya was in the country illegally when he was driving drunk and 
crashed into another car in 2017.  Shirra Branum of Jonesborough died in the 
wreck.  Federal and local law enforcement do not think he is still in the 
country.  

Landon Garland
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

Carter County deputies arrested a man this morning for violating state sex 
offender laws.  An arrest report showed Landon Garland was taken to the 



Carter County Jail and is being held on a $120,000 bond.  Earlier this month, 
investigators said Garland falsely reported a child in the Watauga River in 
Carter County.  The search was called off the next day after Garland admitted
to making falsifying the report.

Red Onion Assault
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

An inmate at Red Onion State Prison in Wise County, Virginia faces new 
charges of assaulting two corrections officers inside the prison.  Keith 
McDuffie is charged with attempted capital murder.  Investigators said he 
assaulted officers Tyler Thornsberry and Joshua Lawson with a weapon he 
made.  The attacks left the prison on lock down for several days.  

Sullivan County Deputy Shot
Length:  5:00
Format:  Team Coverage
Reporter:  News Channel 11 Staff
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.23.19

A Sullivan County sheriff's deputy remains in the hospital and a suspect is 
dead following an officer involved shooting.  Earlier tonight, Sullivan County
Sheriff Jeff Cassidy confirmed that Deputy Steven Hinkle, a 27-year veteran 



of the sheriff's office, was shot while responding to a call in the 3600 block of
Highway 11-W.  The call was to check the welfare of a person at the home.  
Sheriff Cassidy said a man identified as 44-year old Jackie Scott Pendegrass 
shot at officers and wounded Deputy Hinkle.  The sheriff's office told us 
Hinkle is in serious condition this evening.  Hinkle was a school resource 
officer at Sullivan Central High School for years, but within the past few 
months had been assigned to the patrol division.  Sheriff Cassidy said, “The 
check welfare was on a Jackie Scott Pendegrass, which was have not had 
mush history at all at that home.  One of the officers arrived and that's when 
Pendegrass fired a shot.  Deputies responded by firing back.  At some point 
during the exchange, Deputy Hinkle was hit.”  The situation lasted several 
hours, and the sheriff said they tried to negotiate with the suspect, “After 
several hours, entry was made into the residence, and the suspect was found 
dead.”  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is leading the case and the 
Sullivan County Sheriff's Office said its focus is on Deputy Hinkle's 
recovery.

ETSU Assault Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.19

East Tennessee State University said it is investigating an assault reported on 
campus early this morning.  A school spokesperson said a warning was issued
after a female student said she was attacked by a man with a knife around 4 
o'clock this morning.  The alert said the man ran away toward State of 
Franklin Road.  



Greene County Shooting
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

The Greene County Sheriff's office says a home invasion resulted in a 
homeowner shooting the suspect this weekend.  The sheriff's office said two 
people who live on Spice cove Road told investigators someone was beating 
on their trailer Saturday night.  Investigators said the man inside the home, 
armed with a shotgun, went to the door and found two men on his porch.  The
sheriff's office said one of the men started arguing with the man inside the 
house, forced his way inside and pushed the man down.  Investigators said 
the man inside the home shot the suspect, identified as Timothy Letts, in the 
shoulder.  The Greene County Sheriff's Office said Letts is listed in serious 
condition at an area hospital.  Charges are pending against him.  Investigators
said no charges will be filed against the person who lived at the home.

Dentist Office Shooting
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

We have new details in the investigation into a murder inside a Tri-Cities 
region dentist office.  Doctors released the suspect, 63-year old Harry Weaver
from the hospital Sunday.  Tonight, he's in the Sullivan County Jail charged 
with first degree murder and 3 counts of aggravated assault.  A court affidavit



revealed Weaver used to perform maintenance work at the dentist office of 
Dr. David Guy.  It said he got into the office on the day of the shooting 
February 13 through an adjacent business.  Investigators said he shot and 
killed his wife, Kelly Weaver.  Court documents also said he pointed his gun 
at the dentist, another employee of the office and a patient.  The sheriff's 
office said that's when the patient, who had a gun carry permit, shot Weaver 
several times.  Weaver is scheduled to appear in court for arraignment 
Thursday.

Bristol Vehicle Thefts
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

Police in  Bristol, Tennessee want your help identifying three people who are 
suspects in numerous auto burglaries.  Surveillance video shows three people 
roaming around a Bristol neighborhood around 4 this morning.  The three 
suspects walked driveway to driveway looking for unlocked cars.  Any one 
with information about the suspects is asked to call Bristol Tennessee Police 
Department.  You can find the number on wjhl.com.

Reward Increased
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.27.19



The reward for the man wanted for shooting and injuring a Bluefield, 
Virginia police officer increased again today.  The U.S. Marshals Service 
announced the reward for information leading to the arrest of Donquale Gray 
is now at $25,000.  The U.S. Marshals Service, Virginia State Police and 
multiple area agencies are working together in the search for Gray.  Once 
captured, he will be charged with attempted capital murder of a police officer.

Weaver in Court
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

Bond has been set for the man accused of killing his wife at the dentist office 
in which she worked in Sullivan County.  A Kingsport judge set 63-year old 
Harry Weaver's bond at $250,000 this morning during video arraignment.  
Weaver faces a charge of first degree murder and three counts of aggravated 
assault.  Weaver and his wife, Kelly, were in the process of a divorce when 
investigators say he shot and killed her at Dr. David Guy Dentistry February 
13.  Court documents show Weaver once worked at the same office as a 
maintenance employee.  Harry Weaver is scheduled to return to court March 
7.

Unicoi Robbery
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.1.19

The Unicoi County Sheriff's Office is investigating a robbery at a motel early 
this morning.  Investigators say it happened at the Budget Inn on Golf Course
Road.  Officers are looking for a vehicle believed to be involved in the 
robbery that left the scene heading toward Johnson City.  The vehicle is 
described as a silver Dodge Ram with a Texas license plate.  If you have 
information that could help investigators, call the Unicoi County Sheriff's 
Office.

Arson Charge
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.19

A Chattanooga man faces arson charges after police say he set his hotel 
mattress on fire this morning.  Police said it happened at Park-N-Stay on 
West Market Street in Johnson City.  Jovaughny Edwards told police he was 
trying to get someone's attention because three people with guns were trying 
to get into his room.  Police said that was not the case after looking at the 
hotel's surveillance video.  The fire caused structural damage to the hotel.  
Edwards has since been charged with aggravated arson and felony reckless 
endangerment.  He's scheduled to be in court Monday.

Sexual Battery Sentencing



Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.5.19

A southwest Virginia man will spend time in prison after being convicted of 
sexual battery of a child.  The Scott County Commonwealth Attorney's Office
said 73-year old William Dingus will serve 2 years in jail.  In addition to 
sexual battery, Dingus was convicted of attempted indecent liberties with a 
child and contributing to the delinquency of a minor.  Dingus must register as
a sex offender and will not be allowed to have any contact with minors.

Johnson City Vehicular Homicide 
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.5.19

A Kingsport man is charged with vehicular homicide following a late night 
crash on Interstate 26.  The Johnson City Police Department said a vehicle 
that slowed down for emergency personnel was hit by a pickup truck.  
Investigators said the crash happened just before midnight just past mile 
marker 21.  Investigators said 21-year old Raymond Cox was pronounced 
dead at the scene.  Investigators arrested the driver of the truck, 29-year old 
William Lawson.  He is charged with vehicular homicide by intoxication, 
DUI and drug possession.



Weaver in Court
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.7.19

The man accused of shooting and killing his wife in a Tri-Cities region 
dentist office is being held on a one million dollar bond.  Harry Weaver 
appeared before a judge this afternoon.  Weaver is accused of killing his wife,
Kelly, last month inside the office of Dr. David Guy.  A judge in Kingsport 
General Sessions Court set his bond at $250,000, but Sullivan County 
District Attorney General Barry Staubus requested Weaver's bond be 
increased.  At a hearing later this month we are expected to hear testimony 
from family, according to the state.  The state also said it is anticipating 
amending some of the charges against Weaver.  The next hearing is scheduled
for March 22.  

Denton Sentencing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.7.19

Life in prison is the punishment for a man convicted of killing three members
of his family.  In January, a Sullivan County jury convicted Robert Denton on
three counts of first degree murder in the 2015 shooting deaths of his mother, 
grandmother and stepfather.  Today, a judge sentenced Denton to two life 



sentences without the possibility of parole.  Denton's attorney says he plans 
to appeal the verdict in hopes of getting a new trial.  

Fake Baby Indictment
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.8.19

A Scott County, VA woman accused of faking a pregnancy after a months-
long adoption arrangement now faces new charges.  Elizabeth Jones was 
previously charged with probation violation following that incident, which a 
California couple believed Jones was carrying a child.  Jones now faces 8 
counts of obtaining money under false pretense.  Laura and Matt Trayte said 
they initially came into contact with the woman in September of 2018,  when 
they said she told them she was 5 months pregnant.  Jones is due back on 
court March 29.

Poga Shooting
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.11.19

The Carter County Sheriff's Office said it charged a man with attempted 
murder after a shooting in the Poga community Sunday.  Claude Banner is 



accused of shooting Marvin Clawson.  Clawson was last listed in stable 
condition at Johnson City Medical Center.  Banner is charged with attempted 
second degree murder.  A judge appointed him an attorney today and 
scheduled his next court appearance for March 22.  His bond is $75,000.

Murder Charge
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.11.19

The Buchanan County Sheriff's Office released new information in a 
shooting investigation.  It happened March 6 in the Paw Paw section of 
Hurley, Virginia.  The sheriff's office said Matthew Hurley died at the scene.  
Today, investigators announced the sheriff's office charged Jeremiah May 
with first degree murder.  Investigators said during an argument May fatally 
shot Hurley and then shot himself.

Fake Pregnancy
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

Police arrested a southwest Virginia woman accused of faking a pregnancy.  
Elizabeth Ann Jones of Scott County was arrested on 9 counts of obtaining 



money under false pretense.  She was previously charged with violation of 
probation.  Laura and Matt Trayte of California said Jones lied to them when 
she told the couple she was pregnant.  The new charges are related to various 
purchases including meals, baby clothing, and professional photos to 
announce the adoption.

Smyth County Fugitive
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.19

Two people wanted in connection to a double homicide in North Carolina are
in custody in southwest Virginia tonight.  Robert Bryan Hoover and Brandy 
Lynn Miller were arrested by the Saltville Police Department during a traffic 
stop Friday.  The Smyth County Virginia Sheriff's Office said it received 
information that Miller and Hoover recently moved to the area and area 
wanted for their involvement in a double homicide in Alexander County, 
North Carolina.  They are currently being held in the southwest Virginia 
Regional Jail without bond.  They are awaiting extradition to North Carolina.

Greeneville Stalking Suspect
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.19



The Greeneville Police Department is searching for a suspect in a stalking 
investigation.  His name is 46-year old Matthew Burkey.  Police did not 
release information in the investigation.  The department only said Burkey 
knows he is wanted and is avoiding police.  If you see him, call the 
Greeneville Police Department.

Sex Trafficking Charge
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.18.19

A southwest Virginia woman has been sentenced to 23 years in prison for sex
trafficking, child abuse and child pornography charges.  34-year old Angela 
Renee Dowell-Wilson previously pleaded guilty to 13 felony charges.  
Russell County prosecutors presented digital evidence that Dowell-Wilson 
had planned to engage in sexual activity with a child and an adult male and 
that she had produced and distributed child pornography.

Child Neglect Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.19.19



A man faces several charges after police said his daughter was found alone at 
a Bristol, Virginia hotel.  Officers with the Bristol, Virginia Police 
Department want to Courtyard by Marriott off Interstate 81's Exit 7 around 9 
this morning.  They said a 4-year old girl had been left alone in a room and 
wandered out into the lobby.  Investigators said the child's father, Adam 
Hobbs of Bristol, was found inside another hotel room.  Hobbs is being held 
in the city jail without bond.

Meth Lab Arrests
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.20.19

The Smyth County Virginia Sheriff's Office announced details of a 
methamphetamine lab bust.  The sheriff's office said it worked with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration on the operation.  On March 12, investigators 
said they searched a home on Mosswood Lane in Marion.  They said they 
found items used to make meth and evidence that the drug was being made 
inside the home.  The sheriff's office arrested Kristal Crouse and Michael 
Davis.  In addition to several drug charges, they also face child endangerment
charges.  Both are being held without bond.

Humberto Gomez
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.20.19



A Greene County Grand Jury indicted a Limestone man on murder charges 
this week.  Humberto Gomez faces charges of first degree murder and 
domestic aggravated assault.  He is accused of killing his wife by hitting her 
in the head in May 2018.  Investigators also said he shot at his brother-in-law.
Gomez was arrested weeks later in North Carolina.  He's scheduled to be 
arraigned Friday, March 29.

Carter County Carjacking Investigation
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.20.19

A man said he was carjacked at gunpoint this morning in Carter County.  
Now, two people face charges, including a juvenile.  The Carter County 
Sheriff's Office said a man reported the carjacking at a convenience store on 
Highway 91 in Stoney Creek.  Deputies said they pulled over the stolen car at
Unaka Village Apartments on Highway 91.  Deputies said the driver, Cody 
Madden, told them the owner had given him the car.  Investigators said the 
car did not belong to the alleged victim or Madden.  Officers said they found 
meth in the car and arrested Madden for drug possession.  Meanwhile, a 
female juvenile passenger in the car was arrested and released into the 
custody of the Washington County Sheriff's Office.

ETSU Assault Investigation
Length:  :35



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.21.19

A Washington County Tennessee Grand Jury indicted a man on charges 
related to a February assault on the campus of East Tennessee State 
University.  Court documents said David Creech is charged with rape, 
attempted rape, criminal exposure to hepatitis, kidnapping and assault.  The 
victim in the case told police she was held at knife point by the suspect.  The 
victim told police the suspect beat her in the head and face when she tried to 
escape.  Creech is scheduled to appear in court May 20.

Child Neglect
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.21.19

A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a Blountville woman on child neglect 
charges.  Leah Kraus was arrested yesterday and is being held on a $50,000 
bond.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office said it began its investigation in 
November after an 8 year old boy was admitted to the hospital weighing 27 
pounds.  Doctors diagnosed the child as severely malnourished and 
dehydrated.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office told us the child's health 
has improved since detectives launched the investigation.



Hammond Arrest
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.22.19

Johnson City police arrested a Washington County, Tennessee School Board 
member today.  David Hammond is charged with domestic simple assault.  
According to a report from the Johnson City Police Department, officers 
arrived to a home on Beechnut Street last night.  The police report states a  
woman told officers she was arguing with her boyfriend David Hammond 
and he started assaulting her.  The report revealed the woman had bruises on 
her arms and torso.  The report said she told officers that Thursday night's 
argument began over Hammond's alleged drug and alcohol consumption.  
Hammond has served on the Washington County School Board since 2010.

Weaver Testimony
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.19

Emotional testimony in a Sullivan County Courtroom today where witnesses 
recounted terrifying moments inside a Tri-Cities dentist office.  The Sullivan 
County Sheriff's Office said Harry Weaver shot and killed his estranged wife,
Kelly, inside the office of Dr. David Guy where she was an employee.  The 
shooting happened February 13.  A woman who worked alongside the victim 
witnessed the brutal attack, “She grabbed a hold of our petition this way and 



said please don't let him take me and he grabbed her arm and pulled her and 
shot her right in the damn head right in my face and he raised the gun to 
shoot me.”  She wasn't the only person who took the stand today.  Sullivan 
County investigators said a patient at the time of the shooting acted 
immediately.  Larry Seagroves is a carry permit holder who had is weapon 
and used it when police said it mattered most.  Seagroves testified, “I got up, 
spun around, pulled my revolver and saw Mr. Weaver pointing his gun at 
Kelly and Sabrina, and I began firing.  I fired three times.”  A judge revealed 
he kept Weaver's bond at $1 million.  The case now goes before a Sullivan 
County Grand Jury.

Carter County Kidnapping Investigation
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.24.19

Officials in Carter county say they've arrested a man they say assaulted a 
woman and took her two children.  Officials with the Carter County Sheriff's 
Office said they arrested 30-year old Michael Lawrence Carpenter.  
Authorities said they first responded to Whaley Town Road Sunday afternoon
where a woman told them Carpenter assaulted her, pushed her into a barbed 
wire fence and took her two children.  Investigators told  us Carpenter is the 
biological father of the two children, but the woman had documents showing 
she had full custody.  Carpenter is being held on a $41,000 bond.  He faces 
kidnapping and elder abuse charges.  He's due in court in April.

Virginia State Police Agent Convicted
Length:  :30



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

A jury convicted a Virginia State Police Special Agent on federal charges of 
bribery, obstruction of justice and lying to a federal agent.  The conviction of 
46-year old Shade Carlton workman came after a 5-day trial in Abingdon.  
Workman is the former commander of the Tazewell County High Intensity 
Drug Task Force.  Prosecutors said he used that position to solicit and receive
sexual favors from female informants in exchange for helping them with 
pending criminal charges.  Workman is scheduled for sentencing June 12.

Hammond in Court
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

A Washington County Tennessee School Board member charged with 
domestic assault tells News Channel 11 he is innocent.  David Hammond was
arrested last week by Johnson City Police.  A police report revealed 
Hammond's girlfriend told police he assaulted her during an argument.  
Hammond was arraigned today.  Hammond told us he believes he's being 
framed by his former girlfriend and said he has evidence to prove it.  The 
alleged victim's attorney said they too have evidence to verify her claims and 
will turn those in to the district attorney's office.  A Johnson City Police 
report showed the woman told police Hammond assaulted her Thursday and 
pushed her two days prior.  Police reported seeing bruises on the woman's 



body.  Hammond said, “A few weeks ago she had complained about easy 
bruising and on the texts she had said that she was anemic and dehydrated.”  
Hammond has served on the Washington County School Board since 2010.  
Washington County School Board chair Keith Ervin told us he did not want 
to comment on Hammond's charges.  Hammond is due back in court April 
22.

Humberto Plea Deal
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.27.19

A Greene County man charged with his wife's murder will spend more than 
15 years in jail.  The Greene County Circuit Court Clerk told us a judge 
accepted a plea deal in the case of Humberto Gomez.  In that deal, a first 
degree murder charge was amended to second degree murder.  Gomez is also 
charged with attempted second degree murder.  The judge determined Gomez
has to serve 85% of a 20 year sentence.  The Greene County Sheriff's Office 
said Gomez beat his wife, Beatrice Flores, at their home in May 2018.  She 
died shortly after at the hospital.

Attempted Murder
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.29.19



An Abingdon woman is charged with attempted capital murder of a law 
enforcement officer after attempting to escape from police earlier this week.  
The Abingdon Police Department said Amanda Repass was sent to jail by the
court for a prior drug charge.  When officers put her in handcuffs, Repass 
tried to escape by slipping her hands out of the cuffs.  Police said she took off
down Plumb Alley.  An officer tried to take Repass back in custody.  Police 
said she punched the officer in the head and tried to get the officer's gun.  The
officer used a taser to take her into custody.  Today, she was charged with 
attempted capital murder of a law enforcement officer.  She's being held 
without bond.

Inmate Escape
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.19

Police in Richlands, Virginia are searching for an inmate who escaped from a
hospital this afternoon.  Joshua keen escaped while in the custody of a 
corrections officer at the Clinch Valley Medical Center around 5 this evening.
The Richlands Police Department told us Keen faces several charges of sex 
acts against a child.  

Marijuana Bust
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.19

Authorities in Hawkins County say a man who was arrested for public 
intoxication admitted to deputies he was growing marijuana at home with his 
son.  A deputy discovered Bobby Leaver walking unsteadily along State 
Route 66 North last week.  Leaver threaten4ed to punch the officer just so he 
could go to jail.  The deputy said Leaver also admitted to doing 
methamphetamine the day before.  Investigators want to Leaver's home, 
where his son, Travis Leaver, told investigators they were growing marijuana.
Deputies found 58 pot plants inside the home.  Both face multiple charges.

Embezzlement Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.19

A Virginia woman is accused of embezzling more than $90 thousand which 
she allegedly used towards her wedding and cosmetic procedures.  Vanessa 
Cline worked as a bookkeeper for No Limits Construction.  Investigators said
she used the company credit card for the purchases.  Unauthorized purchases 
included an all-terrain vehicle, airline tickets, perfume and groceries along 
with a butt lift and other cosmetic procedures.  Cline is charged with multiple
counts of embezzlement, forgery and passing a forged document.  

Mountain Empire Lockdown



Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.30.19

A southwest Virginia man is in jail tonight after leading police on an hours 
long manhunt.  The Wise County Sheriff's Office told us a call came in this 
afternoon near Mountain Empire Community College of an armed man 
threatening to hurt  himself.  Investigators said the man also said he wanted 
police to hurt him.  School administrators evacuated the school and put it 
under lockdown.  The suspect, David Dwayne Scott, Jr. was later spotted in 
the woods near the college and was arrested on the campus.  Investigators 
told us they will be consulting with the Commonwealth's Attorney on 
charges.  The sheriff's office told us Scott is being held in the Duffield 
Regional Jail without bond on a probation violation.

Watauga County Shooting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.19

The Watauga County North Carolina Sheriff's Office said a suspect involved 
in a late night shooting Saturday has died.  The sheriff's office said deputies 
responded to a report of a suspicious man going through properties trying to 
get inside homes.  A spokesperson for the sheriff's office said a “violent 
struggle” started and a deputy shot the suspect, who later died.  The deputy 
has been placed on administrative leave, which is standard procedure.



EDUCATION

ETSU Arts Center
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.2.19

In a little over a year, East Tennessee State University will open a new 
performing arts center.  While an exact date for the opening has not been set, 
ETSU says the center remains on schedule to open in early 2020.  The center 
will be located on State of Franklin Road beside the Millennium Centre.  As 
construction continues, the school is preparing to take the next step in the 
design process, “What colors are the floors, what type of equipment, lighting 
will we have?  We usually put off equipment purchases and decisions until 
the end so that we can either get the equipment cheaper or more up to date 
equipment in a project that takes this long.  So those decisions are being 
made.”  During the spring semester, ETSU staff will begin putting together a 
committee to discuss programs and events that will be held at the new 
performing arts center.

Sullivan County Schools
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.2.19



Some parents in Sullivan County say they want answers about a plan to close 
schools.  Sullivan County School Board members say they have no choice 
after the loss of about $1.6 million in annual renovation funds from the 
Sullivan County Commission.  Parents voiced their concerns at a public 
discussion this evening.  A few county leaders attended the discussion.  While
closures have not been finalized, the current plan up for discussion calls for 
the closure of Innovation Academy of Northeast Tennessee, Blountville 
Middle Schools and the 6th-8th grade portion of Sullivan Gardens K-8 
School.  Parents spelled out a few thinks leaders would need to consider if 
schools closed:  busing distance, transportation, classroom sizes, and student 
stability.  One parent says he presented 60 questions to the board and only 
received 6 answers.  Community members organized tonight's meeting.  Four
commissioners and one school board member attended.  Parents said the plan
to voice their opposition to the school closure plan at a school board meeting 
next Tuesday.  

Identification Badges
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

The start of the new semester today brings change for students at Science Hill
High School.  They must now wear identification badges.  Administrators say
the badges will add an extra layer of protection for more than 2,000 students 
on campus.  Principal Todd Barnett told us the roll out went well today, but 
nearly 300 students are still waiting for their permanent badge.  Each badge is
color-coded by grade level, including the student's picture and name.  



Principal Barnett says he hopes all students will have their permanent badges 
by the end of this week.

New Northeast State Community College President
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.9.19

The start of the new semester means change for faculty, students and staff at 
any school.  At Northeast State Community College, the change will come in 
the form of a new President.  Dr. Bethany Flora took office January 2.  Dr. 
Flora is a southwest Virginia native who most recently served as Associate 
Director for the Center for Community College leaderships at East Tennessee
State University.  She believes that experience will help her in her new role.  
Dr. Flora told us she wants to create a climate on campus of , “You belong 
here.  Your voice matters, and your skills and talents are what makes 
Northeast State a great place to work and learn.”  One week into her new job,
she outlined three ways she always wants to work.  Student success is the 
first, followed by excellence in programs and services, and organizational 
health.  Dr. Flora says the school is in a solid place after cutting positions and
closing campuses to deal with a multi-million dollar budget shortfall.  Dr. 
Flora says during the first semester she will meet with every faculty and staff 
member in small groups to hear what's working well and where they can 
grow while providing periodic updates to the school community.  She says 
she will also meet with the faculty senate.  

CBD Plant Classes
Length:  1:35



Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.19

A plan is in the works in Bristol to train students to work in a facility that 
grows cannabis and produces products containing CBD, a chemical 
compound found in marijuana.  Last year, the Virginia Board of Pharmacy 
approved Dharma Pharmaceuticals' plans to establish one of five state-
approved processor facilities at the vacant Bristol Mall.  Plans are now in the 
works for Bristol Virginia students to get the skills they would need to work 
at a CBD processing facility.  Two of what could be five new courses at 
Virginia High School could prepare students.  The Bristol Virginia School 
Board approved the courses and will now move on to the Virginia 
Department of Education for final approval.  The courses would add on to 3 
areas of study:  health science, technical education and agriculture food and 
natural resources.  If approved, the five new courses could be offered to 
students as early as next fall.

ETSU Financial Aid
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

About 150 students at East Tennessee State University are waiting on 
financial aid that is now on hold due to the government shutdown.  Out of all 
the students who apply for financial aid, there are some selected for 
verification, about 150 at ETSU.  It is similar to an audit of the information 



you put on your financial aid application.  For those students, part of that 
verification has to come from the IRS.  But with the ongoing partial 
government shutdown, the IRS is not able to verify any information right 
now.  As officials with ETSU explained to us, the Department of Education 
has found a way around the situation for those students who are only missing 
the tax return transcript from the IRS, “We are now allowed to accept signed 
copies of tax returns in lieu of a tax return transcript from the IRS so we are 
going to be communicating that to our students that if you saved a copy of 
your tax return with what you submitted to the IRS, bring that in, a signed 
copy, and we will make a copy and complete your process.”  University 
officials told us ETSU has not yet dropped students from any upcoming 
spring classes due to non-payment.  

Johnson City Schools
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

Johnson City Schools will enshrine the inaugural class of a brand new Hall of
Fame this summer.  The school system is asking for your help in naming 
those honorees.  Nominations for educators, alumni, and contributors must be
submitted by June 1.  To be eligible, a person must have been employed with 
Johnson City Schools for 10 years, be a graduate of Johnson City Schools or 
a contributor to the school system for at least 10 years.  The inaugural 
enshrinement will take place August 24.  Nomination forms can be found on 
the Johnson City Schools website.

New Safety Measures



Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

A new safety measure is nearing completion at all Kingsport City Schools.  
The school system said a coating called Llumar will protect all glass on entry 
ways at Kingsport City Schools, the school board office and receptionist 
desks. Assistant Superintendent Andy True told us application of the glass 
coating began this week and is expected to be complete in a few days.

Dula Celebration of Life
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.19

East Tennessee State University will celebrate the life of a beloved professor, 
Dr. Chris Dula.  The psychology professor passed away after a 2-year battle 
with brain cancer.  The service will take place at 1 tomorrow afternoon in 
Brooks Gym.  The event is open to the public.  Dr. Dula joined the ETSU 
Department of Psychology in 2004 and in his time, taught thousands of 
students.  Dula was 49-years old.

Northeast State Appointments
Length:  :30



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.14.19

Northeast State Community College announced the appointments of two key 
leaders.  Dr. Sam Rowellwas named Vice President for Economic and 
Workforce Development.  He succeeds Dr. Jeff McCord, who recently joined 
Tennessee Governor-Elect Bill Lee's cabinet.  Connie Marshall will succeed 
Dr. Rowell as Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs.  The new 
leadership roles, according to President Dr. Bethany Flora, will take effect 
February 1.

Sullivan County Schools Meeting
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.19

A dispute over who should pay for a sewer system could delay the opening of
a new middle school in Sullivan County.  Sullivan East Middle School was 
supposed to open this year.  The revised opening date is now 2020 and a 
dispute over a more than 20-year old agreement could delay it even more.  
School leaders want to spend $1 million to install a sewer system in the new 
school.  Some county commissioners think that is the wrong way to use 
public money.  The voted against it citing a 1996 city / county sewer 
agreement.  Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski said, “A city / county 
sewer agreement has surfaced which is between Sullivan County and the City
of Bristol and we continue to work through that agreement in hopes that 



things can be resolved through the sewer agreement very soon.”  No public 
discussion took place about the sewer dispute at the meeting.  Instead, school 
board members met behind closed doors saying they needed to consult in 
private with an attorney.  The director of schools told us it is uncertain if the 
school board members will meet with their attorney again.

Boones Creek Elementary Tour
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  11.16.19

We're getting a better look tonight at a nearly 30 million dollar school that 
will soon hold more than a thousand students.  This afternoon, members of 
the Washington County TN School Board toured the progress at the new 
Boones Creek School.  The cafeteria and gym are beginning to take shape for
the K-8 school located off Boones Creek road.  Washington County TN 
School Board Director Dr. Bill Flanary told us they hope to begin moving 
items into the school in July, “It's going to be state of the art.  What is built 
into the building will be as technologically advanced as any school in this 
part of the state.  As for the time frame of the school's official opening, Dr. 
Flanary told us the school system is hoping by the end of summer, but he 
could not give us an exact date.

Rafalowski Retiring
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  11.16.19

The person in charge of the region's largest school district plans to step down.
Sullivan County Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski plans to retire.  Her 
retirement will take effect June 30 when her current contract ends.  So far, no 
public announcement about the retirement, only an email from the director's 
secretary about an upcoming meeting that included the mention of a director 
of schools search.  The school board chair told us the board will begin 
discussing different options on how to proceed with the director of schools 
search at the next meeting on January 22.

Ballard Resigns
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.19

The back-to-back state champion Greeneville Greene Devils football team 
faces a future without their legendary head coach.  Caine Ballard announced 
today he's resigning as head coach.  Ballard will stay on as Greeneville High 
School's Assistant Athletic Director and as a teacher.  Caine told us he was 
not ready to talk about his decision on camera, but he issued a statement.  In 
it he thanked the school administration, school board and principals for 
believing in him and giving him the opportunity to lead the Greene Devil 
Football Program for so many years.  School officials told us the head 
coaching job at Greeneville will be posted online tomorrow.  The school 
system will accept applications for about 4 weeks and plans to hire someone 
before spring football begins.



Dr. Ward to Continue Serving
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis Cardin
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  1.18.19

Carter County Director of Schools Dr. Kevin Ward will continue serving for 
one more year.  Dr. Ward announced at last night's Carter County School 
Board Meeting that he will serve as Director of Schools for the 20-20 
academic year.  Dr. Ward previously announced he would step down after 
this academic calendar.  The system is currently undergoing a 5-year plan for 
schools in the system.  Dr. Ward told us it's been a privilege to work with the 
board and he's ready to develop the budget for the upcoming budget cycle.

Robotics Competition
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.19

Nineteen teams ranging from elementary to middle school aged students 
competed in the first ever Bristol Bot Battle.  The teams took part in the “Vex
IQ Challenge.”  Five spots in the statewide competition were on the line.  The
bots battled on a 4x8 field.  Competitions included robot skills, driving skills 
and robot programming.



School Modernization
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.22.19

Virginia lawmakers want voters to say whether or not the state should give 
out $3 billion in bonds across the state to update schools.  A bill being 
worked on in the Senate lets voters decide if they want this money to go to 
schools, for construction, repairs and other projects to modernize the 
buildings.  Schools with greater needs would be put at the top of the list.  If it 
passes the General Assembly, this question would be on the ballot for the 
election in November.  If voters say they want this school funding, 
lawmakers still have to approve bonds.  

Least Educated States
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.19

A personal finance website gives failing grades for Tennessee when it comes 
to education.  Wallet Hub released its 2019 Most and Least Educated States 
in America list.  Tennessee ranks near the bottom at number 41.  Researchers 
compiled data across 20 metrics such as average university quality and 
gender gap in educational attainment.



Sullivan County Schools
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.22.19

Sullivan County's Board of Education nixed an idea to close three county 
schools.  Board Chair Michael Hughes said Vice Chair Randall Jones brought
the idea back up at last night's work session and requested for it to be 
removed from consideration.  No board members opposed Jones' motion, 
Hughes said, and the idea is off the table for now.  The notion to close the 
three schools – Innovation Academy in Blountville, Blountville Middle 
School and the 6-8 portion of Sullivan Gardens – arose when the Sullivan 
County Commission cut $1.6 million from the education department's 
renovation fund.  Hughes said Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski 
presented the idea to the board as a way to make up for the cut funds, but 
with the idea officially off the table, the board will begin digging into other 
options to balance the budget.

Director of Schools Search
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

It will not be long before the Sullivan County Board of Education begins its 
search for a new director of schools.  The search comes as current Director of



Schools Evelyn Rafalowski set to retire on June 30.  Board Chair Michael 
Hughes told News Channel 11 school board members received a refresher on 
the possible next steps in the search process.  The board will either conduct 
its own search or  hire a third party like the Tennessee School Board 
Association.  The board hopes to have a new director selected by May.  
Board members will decide on a method for the search at a later meeting.

Andrew Johnson Playground
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.19

This is a rendering of what the new Castle Playground will look like at 
Andrew Johnson Elementary School in Kingsport.  School leaders said the 
community playground was inspired by student ideas.  It's another step in an 
effort to replace the nearly 3-decade old Castle Playground, which was torn 
down in December.  Kingsport City Schools are asking for volunteers to help 
with the rebuilding efforts.  Construction will take place between March 5 
through March 10 at Andrew Johnson Elementary.

Raptor Screening
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.19



Johnson County Schools are joining several other school systems in our 
region by implementing additional security measures.  It's called the Raptor 
Screening Program.  The school system made the announcement with a letter 
to parents on its Facebook page.  The post says beginning Monday all visitors
at the school will now be required to provide a driver's license or government
issued id before entering.

Robotics Tournament
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.19

Nearly 150 middle and high school students got the chance to put their brain 
strength to the test today at Holston Valley Middle School.  That's where the 
Rebel Rumble Robotics Tournament took place.  Thirty-two teams from 
across the region got to compete using the robots they built.  It's the school's 
first tournament like this.  Seven teams will qualify for state competition in 
Nashville and could eventually move on to the world competition in 
Kentucky.

Teacher Pay
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  1.28.19



The state budget was on the minds of Virginia teachers today as they 
demonstrated at the state capitol in Richmond.  They sent a loud message to 
lawmakers – they want pay increases and more funding for education.  In a 
speech on the House floor, Appropriations Committee Vice Chair Steve 
Landes announced the House budget will include a 5% raise for public school
teachers.  The budget comes with no tax increase for Virginians.  The House 
budget is set to be released Sunday.

TN Teacher Pay
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.29.19

One of the things closely watched in Tennessee's state government budget 
process is K-12 teacher pay.  They want to know if they're getting a raise.  
Nearly a million Tennessee students and their families are affected by the 
state's K-12 education budget.  The interim education commissioner said the 
department does recommend a $46 million increase.  While that proposed 
increase would cover things like inflationary costs statewide, the interim 
director told Governor Bill Lee it did not address teacher pay.  Lyle Ailshie 
said, “This request that we presented today does not include anything for 
teacher compensation.  It's only the operations part.”  The K-12 budget 
puzzle for the new governor will be revealed March 4 in his State of the State
Budget Address.  Other areas vying for more funds are continued school 
security upgrades and implementing the Lee campaign promise for more 
vocational technical training.  When asked if there is room for teacher pay 
increases, the Governor said, “Yeah, we will obviously invest in the 
classroom and that  includes teachers.”  But the Governor wants to see a 



bigger picture before he says how much and exactly what goes into the state's
education budget.  

Author Visit
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.5.19

A New York Times best selling author spoke to Greeneville Middle School 
students this morning about his Asheville, North Carolina-based fiction-
fantasy series “Serafina and the Black Cloak.”  Robert Beatty is an Asheville 
native and tells the magical story of a young girl living and working with her 
father in the Biltmore Estate through his novels.  Greeneville Middle School 
students have been reading his books.  Beatty says he is proud to represent 
our region, “I just love the idea that kids of this region are reading it and 
getting excited about it and understand that an author, a New York Times best
selling author, can come from anywhere.  They don't have to come from New
York City.  Most of them don't.  They can come from places like Tennessee 
and North Carolina.:  Beatty is also in talks with a production company about
turning the series into a Disney movie.

Reading Initiative
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.19



One of the main promises Ballad Health made in its Certificate of Public 
Advantage agreement was to invest money into improving the overall 
community health in our region.  One of the ways it is doing that is through a 
new initiative to increase grade-level reading and to improve reading 
proficiency for children in northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia.  
Ballad Health and United way teamed up in the new program.  Officials with 
the United Way say one of the most important predictors of graduating from 
high school is reading proficiently by the end of third grade.  That is the 
focus of this initiative.  Vice President of Health Programs for Ballad Health 
read to a group of students at Shoemaker Elementary.  She was 
demonstrating what the initiative is all about. Ballad Health CEO Alan 
Levine described the program as a long-term investment for the region, “It's 
not just a situation where Ballad is writing a check.  Our team members 
themselves are investing in this.  This isn't a one year deal.  This is a 
generational thing for us.”  $300,000 will come from United Way agencies, 
Ballad Health Foundation and those who work at Ballad Health.  With the 
money, agencies will be able to help start tutoring and educational programs 
to raise children's reading level scores.  Ballad Health CEO Alan Levine said 
this is just one of the first initiatives to improve the overall health of our 
region.  Ballad plans to invest around $350 million in initiatives like this one 
over the next 10 years.

Pharmacy School Scholarships
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

East Tennessee State University leaders are working with Governor Bill Lee 



and lawmakers to create the first state funded scholarship program for 
students at the Gatton College of Pharmacy.  ETSU President Brian Noland 
says the legislation was introduced today.  He said this is really about making
sure all Tennessee students have a fair opportunity for higher education.  
Right now, only private scholarships are available for students at the Gatton 
School of Pharmacy.  School leaders say half of the student body at the 
school are first generation students and this opportunity would allow 
financial relief to students working to further their education.  The 
scholarship program would not bring any extra costs for the college and the 
school has no intention of increasing class size.  Because ETSU only has 
private scholarships for the Gatton School of Pharmacy, it does not provide 
as many scholarship opportunities.  This program aims to change that.  
President Noland says the school is optimistic about gaining support from 
Governor Bill Lee when he outlines his capital projects and funding in his 
State of the State address next month.

Sullivan County Director of Schools
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

Sullivan County School System leaders say they hope to hire a new director 
of schools in the next three months.  Current Director of Schools Evelyn 
Rafalowski announced plans to retire last month.  She's led the region's 
largest school system since 2015.  Tonight, board members voted to hire a 
consultant to launch the search.  A requirement is the candidate must have at 
least 10 years experience in educational administration, “You have to know 
almost every part of the school system from busing to financing.  It is a very 
demanding job in this system.  It's going to be really hard to find somebody.” 
School Board Chair Michael Hughes added the board hopes to have a new 



director chosen by May first.

Bus Zones Town Hall
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  2.8.19

Washington County Tennessee Schools scheduled a town hall meeting to 
inform parents of new bus zone boundaries.  The community is invited to the 
meeting on Thursday, February 21 at Ridgeview Elementary School.  The 
meeting will detail new bus zones that will affect students at Gray, Ridgeview
and Sulphur Springs Elementary Schools as well as the new Boones Creek 
Elementary School.

Hampton Baseball Field
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.9.19

A fundraiser took place in Hampton tonight to help the boys baseball team 
light its field.  Vice President of the Diamond Club Mark Henry said the team
is just one of a few that does not have lights on the baseball field.  That 
makes it impossible to hold games at night.  Henry told us lights on the field 
is something the school has discussed for a while.  School officials helped 
pay for the lights and money raised at tonight's auction will help pay to have 



the lights installed.  Organizers said they had more than 100 people come to 
the event to show their support.  Henry estimates it will cost between $2200 
and $2500 to get the lights installed.

Bristol Groundbreaking
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.11.19

Bristol Tennessee City Schools today announced when it will begin 
construction on the city's new middle school.  School officials set a 
groundbreaking for Tuesday, February 19 at 10:00 am.  The school system 
said the event will take place at 815 Edgemont Avenue.

Abortion Discussion
Length:  2:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.11.19

A Tri-Cities mother wants a teacher to be held accountable after she says an 
inappropriate video about abortion was shown in her son's high school class.  
The video that aired on C-Span shows a doctor describing an abortion and 
why he no longer performs them.  The Johnson County Director of Schools 
told us the teacher was not out of line.  The Johnson County mother says the 



video upset her son.  She also called the video politically biased and said it 
should have never been shown to a high school class.  Laureatte Loy says the 
biology teacher crossed the line when she showed her class the 5-minute 
video, “it is not appropriate for any public high school classroom.  You know 
the doctor talked about removing arms and legs.  It was very emotion 
provoking, and it was not a black and white kind of factual thing.”  Johnson 
County Director of Schools Mischelle Wilcox disagrees.  She said the teacher
complied with AP Biology standards, “Addresses the standard of how to 
communicate information on biotechnology....She (the teacher) let students 
know what the video was going to be about because it was just going to be a 
discussion between lawmakers and a doctor and that if anyone felt 
uncomfortable, they had the right to leave the room.”  We asked the director 
of schools if she thinks the video is biased.  She said, “In my personal 
opinion, No.  You know, I watched the video.  It was just a video discussing 
why this specific doctor no long performs abortions.”  The mother told us, “I 
think that at the least she should get reprimanded for doing that, and I think 
that it should be clear that that kind of thing should not be shown again and 
there should be better guidelines in school.”  Loy told us she thinks the moral
debate over abortion needs to be discussed by parents at home and schools 
should stick to the facts.  The Johnson County High School teacher is on the 
job and has faced no disciplinary action by the school.  The mother told us 
she plans to write a letter to the Tennessee State Board of Education.

Tri-Cities Christian School
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

A Tri-Cities school building that suffered major damage during a heavy 
December snow has now been deemed safe for students to return.  This was 



the scene at Tri-Cities Christian School in Blountville when heavy snow 
caused structural damage to part of the roof.  Classes took place at 
Celebration Church while crews repaired the damage.  Now, nearly 2 months 
later, students and staff returned to the building.  Their first day in side was 
yesterday.  Director of Operations Dr. Brad Davis told us they are thankful to 
those who helped during the ordeal and for the students, it was great to be 
back home, “Every one of them were so thrilled to be back, to have their own
personal locker, to have a lot of their old, familiar surroundings.  They were 
so pleased to be back in class here at the campus.”  Davis said the building 
has been deemed safe but repairs, like replacing damaged ceiling tiles will 
continue.

Positive Mold Testing
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.19

Sullivan North High School and Sullivan North Middle School will be closed
Thursday and Friday for mold cleanup.  School officials confirm that recent 
air quality tests performed inside the schools came back positive for mold.  
Among 113 locations tested, only 4 samples came back positive for black 
mold spores, according to school officials.  The school board chairman said 
out of all those test locations, only four tested positive and those had small 
amounts of mold.  The decision was made to close the schools so that the 
cleanup could be done during the day.

Jonesborough Schools 
Length:  :34



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.19

People in Jonesborough will have to keep waiting for a kindergarten through 
8th grade school.  The current school has been plagued by problems, and 
there's been discussion of what to do with the building for more than a year.  
The county's budget committee met for two hours today.  Members chose to 
table the issue for a month in a unanimous vote.  After considering almost 10 
different plans for a future school, board members selected scheme 6, a plan 
that would renovate and add on to the existing middle school building to 
create a K-8 school.  The budget committee's next meeting is March 13 at 
9:00 am.

Sullivan North Mold
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.19

A former Sullivan North High School teacher says mold in the school left 
him with no choice but to resign.  The allegation comes as Sullivan North 
High School and Middle School closed for two days this week for mold clean
up.  Administrators confirmed tests came back positive for small amounts of 
black mold.  From more than 100 locations tested, four tested positive:  a 
classroom, the band room, a band practice room and a storage room.  The 
teacher told us he brought up the issue last year.  Michael Upchurch told us 
he removed a ceiling tile from the school and sent it for testing last year.  He 



said the results came back showing medium levels of black mold.  He said, 
“Every time I would enter the building I would get seriously weak and 
dizzy.”  He said the mold started causing him health issues which is why he 
resigned last week.  We took the issue to Sullivan County School Board 
Chair Michael Hughes, “First of all, no employee would have the 
authorization to take tile out of the building to be tested.  We certainly do not 
have any chain of evidence that would indicate that we could say that one of 
our tiles had been taken.  We're going to stick to the method that we have 
where the director hires professionals to do testing.  We're going to take their 
recommendation and their results.”  

Sullivan County Schools
Length:  1:45
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.19

Sullivan County School leaders expect to have test results tomorrow after 
cleaning up black mold at Sullivan North Middle and High Schools.  School 
officials closed the schools for two days for cleaning after portions of the 
school tested positive for what administrators called small amounts of black 
mold.  Director of Schools Evalyn Rafalowski would not comment on the 
mold testing, but for the first time tonight, she did talk about her recent 
decision to retire.  Rafalowski told us she's enjoyed a rewarding 42 year 
career in education, but it's time to retire.  She told us she's ready to spend 
more time with her family and two young grandchildren, “Director of schools
job is extremely demanding and extremely time consuming. “  The school 
board is looking for input from teachers and administrators on what they 
want to see in the school system's next leader.  The school system hired a 
consultant to help in the search for Rafalowski's replacement.  Rafalowski's 
last day as director is June 30.  The school board hopes to hire a new director 



by May.

School Groundbreaking
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.19.19

Work on a new middle school is underway in Bristol, Tennessee.  Students 
helped with today's groundbreaking of the multi-million dollar project 
located on Fairmont Avenue.  The new school is expected to be finished in 
time for the 2021-22 school year, “We had to determine the best site, we 
actually ended up choosing here.  And then we had to figure out how to make
a facility that could serve 900 plus children work here, so that was a 
challenge.”  The new middle school has yet to be named and school leaders 
told us it will replace Vance Middle School.

Sex Week Event at UT
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.19

The Tennessee State Comptroller office released a report about Sex Week at 
the University of Tennessee.  It's a series of sex education events, some with 
provocative titles, that have been the focus of controversy on the campus of 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.   The comptroller's report revealed 



the sexual empowerment and awareness at Tennessee, the organizers of Sex 
Week, received the highest allocation of student activity fee funds from the 
student programming allocation committee, including $29,000 in the 2016-
2018 school years.  In an education committee meeting today, Interim UT 
President Randy Boyd said sex week is not what his university stands for, 
“The University of Tennessee does not condone or support the sensational 
and programming that sex week has provided.  We believe it has damaged the
reputation and overshadowed the achievements of our university.”  Boyd also
noted that SPAC would not longer get funding at the university.

TN School Safety
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.21.19

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee says his upcoming budget proposal will include
40 million dollars to improve school safety.  Ten million dollars was already 
budgeted for school safety and from former Governor Bill Haslam's plan for 
the upcoming fiscal year.  Governor Lee will add 30 million dollars to that 
amount.  The governor's team says it will sponsor additional legislation to 
prioritize the distribution of grants to pay for school resource officers.

TN Education Commissioner
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.21.19



Tennessee Governor Bill Lee's new Education Commissioner says the 
department is committed to learning from past mistakes to fix long-standing 
problems with the state's standardized testing.  This comes after years of 
problems with TNReady testing that resulted in several online failures, 
delayed results and incorrect grading.  The current test company, Questar 
Assessments, ha been widely criticized by educators in part for major issues 
with administering the test.  During a visit to a local elementary school today,
Education Commissioner Penny Schwinn said it's critical the next vendor 
puts more safeguards in place to ensure testing goes smoothly.  Schwinn said 
the bidding process for a new vendor will begin in a few weeks, but the state 
does not plan to execute a new contract until September.

ETSU Board of Trustees Meeting
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

An East Tennessee State University Board of Trustees meeting this afternoon 
revealed plans for a proposed multi-million dollar humanities building.  
University President Dr. Brian Noland said if approved, the former student 
center used back in the 1950's and 60's would be torn down to make way for 
the new project.  A proposed funding request for the humanities building is 
the fifth item on the State Education Commissioner's list of capitol projects, 
which was submitted to Governor Bill Lee.  Dr. Noland said, “We are hopeful
that the project receives state funding, it would be a $72 million project, but 
the university would be required to match and raise in excess of 9 million 
dollars.  Dr. Noland also announced retirement plans for ETSU's Vice 



President for Academic Affairs Dr. Bert Bach.  The university said Bach 
plans to retire in January following 43 years of service in Tennessee higher 
education.

Bears vs. Bars
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.19

A debate over a mascot was settled tonight in Washington County.  Should it 
be the Bears or the “Bars” for the new Boones Creek School?  “Bars” is the 
current mascot at the Boones Creek Middle School.  The term “Bar” dates 
back to 1760 when Daniel Boone was said to have killed a bear nearby and 
carved the word “bar” into a tree trunk.  The  construction of a new school 
led some to ask if the name shouldn't be changed bear.  The question led to a 
spirited debate in the community.  Tonight, Washington county School Board 
members voted to keep the mascot name as is - “Bars.”  The new Boones 
Creek K-8 school is set to open this fall.  

Liberty Bell Split
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.19



The cost of a major school expansion in Johnson city is now over-budget.  
Tonight school and city leaders met to discuss what to do next.  Last fall, 
Johnson City School leaders broke ground on a new Liberty Bell Middle 
School cafeteria and gymnasium.  The original cost was $8.3 million.  At a 
meeting with Johnson City Commissioners, school board members learned  
construction costs increased putting the project over-budget.  Now, they have 
to figure out how to cover additional costs.  Tim Balisle, School Board Chair,
said, “We really need to get the project completed so it's going to be a matter 
of figuring out what things are changed about the plan and then how does it 
get funded.”  We've learned the Johnson City Board of Education will review 
funding options for the new Liberty Bell gym and cafeteria Monday night.

Digital Learning Days
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

Students in Johnson City had the chance today to trade in the textbooks for 
digital technology.  It's part of the school system's Digital Learning Day.  
Students used technology to learn about the 150th anniversary of Johnson City
as the city gets ready to celebrate its anniversary.  Students learned about 
landmarks and people who helped shape the city's history.  All schools in the 
Johnson City system participated in Digital Learning Day.

University of Tennessee Sex Week
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.1.19

University of Tennessee leaders voted today to scrap the committee in charge 
of student programming after a recent report on Sex Week at the school.  The 
report found a transparency issue with how money is distributed to student 
organizations.   Interim President Randy Boyd pledged to lawmakers that the 
new system will be more transparent in funding student events and more 
focused on education.  Currently, the student programming fee is an optional 
$15 students can put toward events.  Lawmakers demanded answers about 
Sex Week at UT over concerns about the use of student and state money for 
the event.  

Robotics World Championship
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.19

It was a big day in South Carolina for a couple of area high schools today.  
Cyber Tribe Robotics, which is made up of students from  Dobyns Bennett 
and David Crockett High Schools, took home first place in the regional 
championships this afternoon.  It was held in Myrtle Beach.  The team now 
represents northeast Tennessee against 63 other teams in the World 
Championships on April 20.  Those will be held in Houston, Texas.  

Boones Creek Building



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.19

Could a new technical school be coming to Washington County, Tennessee?  
Local leaders are expected to meet with Governor Bill lee this week to 
discuss turning the current Boones Creek Elementary School into a 
Tennessee College of Applied Technology campus.  Director of Schools Dr. 
Bill Flanary tells us that he sees potential at the location and also sees it as a 
big economic driver for the community, “I'm pretty excited about the 
potential of bringing a TCAT satellite campus into Washington County.  It's 
something I think we've needed for a long time.  We talk about how the local 
economy is stagnant, we're constantly complaining about how there are never
any new dollars for public education in Washington County and now we have
the opportunity.”  Washington County Mayor Joe Grandy is also expected to 
join educational leaders for this week's meeting with Governor Lee.

Bristol VA Schools Budget
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.4.19

Members of the Bristol, Virginia School Board meeting approved a budget 
for the 2019-20 school year.  After more than 3  hours of discussion, a $43 
million budget was approved.  According to Superintendent Keith Perrigan, 
City Council typically contributes about $6 million to the budget.  Perrigan 



notes the school board will ask the city for nearly $21.5 million dollars. 

TN Testing Contract
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.5.19

Tennessee wants the next administrator of its student assessment test to 
follow strict performance requirements.  This news comes after previous roll 
outs resulted in statewide delays and sparked outrage from teachers, students 
and lawmakers.  According to the request for proposal released Tuesday, the 
new contract will cost the state an estimated $20 million each year.  The 
online test experienced widespread delays last year causing some districts to 
cancel testing.  The state plans to have the new contract in place by June 13.

UVA Wise Tuition
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

A new state law that went into effect today will allow University of Virginia's
College at Wise to offer reduced tuition to more students.  The law applies to 
students who live within the Appalachian Regional Commission Territory, 
which stretches from rural New York to Mississippi.  The law will save 



students money and will allow UVA Wise to expand recruiting efforts.  UVA 
Wise says recruiters will initially target communities about a 3  hour radius 
from campus and will then expand the recruitment area.  

School Times Changing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

Beginning next year, some students in the Washington County Tennessee 
School System will have new start and dismissal times.  Washington County 
Tn Director of Schools Dr. Bill Flanary made the announcement this 
morning.  Both Grandview Elementary School and Lamar Elementary School
will begin their day at 8:30 in the morning.  The school day will end at 3:30 
in the afternoon.  The time change is to shorten the amount of time students 
wait on school buses.  

Unicoi County Football Stadium
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.9.19

Unicoi County School leaders are  hoping to make several improvements to 
their facilities.  One of those projects includes the bleachers at Gentry 



Stadium.  Leaders from the school district said they toured the high school 
football stadium Thursday – giving an update on the seats at the stadium.  
Officials with the school system also say they hope to build a new gym at 
Unicoi Elementary and improve the high school's track and field facility.

Castle Rebuild
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.19

Volunteers put on the finishing touches at the new Castle Playground at 
Andrew Johnson Elementary School in Kingsport today.  The school started 
raising money for the new playground 5 years ago.  The school wanted to 
replace the original castle what was build back in 1990.  So far, thousands 
have shown up this week to create a new space for the kids to enjoy.  More 
work will take place on the playground this week and the official opening 
date will soon be announced.  According to the Castle Playground website, 
officials have raised 69 percent of their fundraising goal at just under 200 
thousand dollars.

Northeast State Home School Day
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.12.19



Home school students got a glimpse at college life today.  Northeast State 
Community College hosted “Home School Day” at its Blountville campus.  
The day is designed to inform students interested in attending the school 
about admissions, dual enrollment, and the honors program.  They also 
learned about financial aid and scholarships.  Current Northeast students led 
prospective students on tours around campus during today's visit.

RAPTOR System – School Security
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

A new security measure aimed at instantly alerting school systems during 
screenings of all visitors will soon be in every school in another Tri-Cities 
county. The Sullivan County School System is the latest to install the Raptor 
Visitor Management System.  Washington and Johnson County Schools 
already use the ID card scanning technology to screen all visitors.   The new 
security system is something school officials said they have wanted for a 
while.  They look at it as an additional tool to help keep students safe.  The 
RAPTOR system screens visitors' identification to check for sex offenders.  
The system takes about a minute to scan.  The system also allows for custom 
alerts, “If a parent is concerned about somebody picking up their child that 
does not have permission, we can put those alerts in and we would be 
notified.”  Sullivan County Schools joins 22,000 other school systems across 
the country that also use the RAPTOR system.  Sullivan County School 
officials told us the system is expected to be operating in all its schools by the
end of the month.



School Safety Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.19

A $40 million proposal to improve school safety is advancing in the 
Tennessee legislature.  The House Education committee agreed today to send 
the bill, backed by Governor Bill Lee, to a finance panel for review.  The 
funding would be distributed as safety grants to help pay for school resource 
officers and other safety improvements at school buildings.

Literacy Program 
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.19

Studies show less than half of Tennessee's third and fourth graders are 
reading on grade level.  Now, a state-wide reading initiative aims to improve 
childhood literacy in public schools.  Read to be Ready gets teachers and 
schools involved using a balanced literacy approach to help students be 
successful in class and in life.  The program goes beyond reading.  It also 
instills valuable skills in vocabulary, comprehension and communication.  
The goal for the state is that 75% of students will read on grade level by third
grade.  The state hopes to reach that goal by 2025.  



UT Promise Scholarship
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zach Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

The University of Tennessee has a new free tuition program that will roll out 
next school  year.  UT Promise, announced today by Interim President Randy
Boyd, will guarantee free tuition and fees for students with an income of 
under $50,000.  Students must qualify for the Hope Scholarship and meet the 
academic qualifications to be eligible.

TN School Voucher Plan
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee's administration revealed new details today 
about his plan to use state funds to pay for school vouchers.  The 
administration said today it could cost $125 million over the next 5 years.  In 
the first budget proposal, Governor Lee said he wanted $25 million in the fist
year, but today that number jumped to $75 million.  Lee thinks parents should
have access to as much as $7300 in state funds to pay for private schooling if 
their child is in an under-performing school district.  



Carter County Budget
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.15.19

Declining enrollment in Carter County Schools could result in fewer state 
dollars for the school budget next year.  Tennessee Basic Education Program 
Funding is determined by several factors – including enrollment.  In the 
2018-2019 school year, Carter County Schools lost around 90 students.  
Carter County Finance Director Brad Burke told us that could result in a 
more than $600,000 loss in funding from the state, “We're doing whatever is 
possible to balance the budget, looking at every line of it and see where we 
can make cuts.”  We asked if a loss in educational funding could result in 
higher taxes for those living in Carter County.  Burke told us commissioners 
are still in the early stages of determining the county budget and are 
exploring ways to add additional revenue.

Match Day
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.15.19

The wait is over for the Class of 2019 at East Tennessee State University's 
Quillen College of Medicine.  Today, students learned where they will take 



part in their residency training programs.  Ninety-five percent of the class 
secured positions at 41 residency sites throughout the United States.  Students
will begin their residency training programs July 1.  Twenty students will 
continue their training in Tennessee.  Five of them will remain at Quillen 
College of Medicine.

Teacher Effectiveness
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.19.19

A report released by Tennessee's Comptroller's Office shows a link between 
student success and teacher effectiveness.  According to the report's findings, 
students paired with teachers who have low evaluation scores were less likely
to be proficient or advanced tan those placed with effective teachers.  The 
findings could impact state policy for placing students in classrooms from 
year to year.  

Bristol Business College
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.19.19

A new college could soon open its doors in Bristol, Virginia.  The State 



Council of Higher Education for Virginia unanimously approved a 
provisional certification for the Virginia Business College.  It would be 
located at the former Virginia Intermont College, which shut its doors several
years ago.  Under the approval, the school must meet certain requirements.  
While the school may start accepting students, it cannot collect any tuition or 
begin classes.  All of the requirements must be met by March 19, 2020.

Sullivan County – New School Resource Officers
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.20.19

The Sullivan County School System will now have a school resource officer 
on every school campus.  In September, the Sullivan County Commission 
approved a plan to bring 14 additional officers in schools, bringing the total 
number of school resource officers in the county to 18.  This afternoon, the 
sheriff's office and school board announced the placement of those officers.  
Sullivan County Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski said as of March 1, 
the school board and sheriff's office added 14 additional school resource 
officers and a supervisor for each campus.  Sheriff Jeff Cassidy introduced 
each school resource officer and where they will be stationed.  Each officer 
went through 40 hours of basic school resource officer training and 40 hours 
of active shooter training.  With the additional school resource officers comes
a new program to educate students about the dangers of drugs.  It's a pilot 
program at 4 Sullivan County schools called LEAD:  Law Enforcement 
Against Drugs.  Under an agreement with the Sullivan County Sheriff's 
Office, the school system will pay for half of this plan which includes 
salaries, overtime and benefits.  The sheriff's office will spend just under a 
million dollars this year, but Sheriff Cassidy has said before, school safety is 
something you simply cannot put a price tag on.



TN School Resource Officers
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Blake Lipton
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.22.19

Tennessee Governor Lee is making a push to get funding for increasing 
safety in Tennessee schools.  Governor Lee is proposing a $40 million 
investment for the school safety grant fund.  The bill would provide money 
for more school resource officers in districts that need them.  The state 
website says about 500 Tennessee schools do not have school resource 
officers.  The proposal would allow them to fill the needed positions.  Some 
northeast Tennessee city and county governments already passed local 
legislation to fund school resource officers, but the bill could still benefit 
those districts.  Greene County Sheriff Wesley Hold said any money coming 
from Governor Lee's school safety grant proposal would likely go to 
additional school safety needs, including building renovations.  Greeneville 
City Schools Director Steve Starns also hopes to use the money to improve 
safety, but he worries the proposal will mostly be focused on the 500 schools 
that currently do not have resource officers.  Laine Arnold, spokesperson for 
Governor Lee, said in an email, “School districts who are currently investing 
in school resource officers can count that spending towards match 
requirement for any grants.  They will remain eligible for grants for 
additional school resource officers or other investments in school safety 
measures.”

Liberty Bell Students Thank Police Officers
Length:  :40



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

Some Liberty Bell Middle School students said, “thank you” to police 
officers in a sweet way today.  The delivered dozens of cookies to the 
Johnson City Police Department.  The department shared some kind words 
with the students, “Without the support of our community, more importantly, 
the support of our kids in our community, we wouldn't be functional in the 
police department.”  The Liberty Bell Student Government Association said 
choosing to give back to those who serve and protect our community every 
day made the delivery even sweeter.

Jonesborough School Roof
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

Washington County Tennessee Commissioners had plans of deciding on 
repairs for Jonesborough Elementary School.  A resolution regarding a 
request for a new roof by the school board was up for a vote.  The 
community has pushed in favor for a new building for Jonesborough 
students.  The resolution totaled $1.1 million for the new roof.  The 
commissioners went back and forth debating the issue.  Some argued paying 
that much for a roof would be a waste of money if the school board plans to 
eventually tear down the building.  School Board Chair Keith Ervin assured 
the commission the board did not have final plans to tear down the school.  



Commissioners deferred voting on a new roof until next month in a 10 to 4 
vote.  Commissioners said they hope to get some clarity from the school 
board on its plans with the elementary school before using $1.1 million in 
taxpayer dollars to pay for the roof.  A final decision will be made next month
after the commission and school board meet to hash out details. 

Johnson City Bookmobile
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

It might be spring, but Johnson City Schools are looking ahead to summer 
and its third annual Bookworm Mobile.  The Bookworm Mobile goes around 
Johnson City neighborhoods 4 days a week during June and July.  Kids pick 
out a book and get a free meal.  A book drive will take place through May 
22nd.  Books can be dropped off at the district's central office or at any school.
School officials say there is a great need for pre-K and kindergarten books for
the Bookworm Mobile.

Community College Graduation Rates
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.26.19



Tennessee Higher Education officials say community college graduation rates
are on the rise.  The Tennessee Board of Regents says 13.6% of students who 
began in 2010 graduated within three years.  That has increased to more than 
25%.  Executive Vice Chancellor for Policy and Strategy Russ Deaton said he
expects the rate to increase even more with this year's graduating class.  He 
said that means the rates will have roughly doubled in nearly 6 years.

Elizabethton TCAT Building
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

Learning opportunities are growing on the original Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology campus in Elizabethton.  The campus, located on Arney 
Street, currently houses welding classes.  Today, we learned plans are moving
forward to bring cosmetology classes and a criminal justice program to the 
campus.  T-CAT also partnered with Kubota Tractor Corporation for the 
diesel program aimed at teaching students the skills needed to become 
Kubota technicians.

Kingsport Superintendent
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.27.19



The Kingsport Board of Education extended the contract of Superintendent 
Dr. Jeff Moorhouse.  During a called meeting and work session Tuesday 
night, the board voted unanimously to extend the contract of Moorhouse to a 
4-year period.  That means he will hold the superintendent post until March 
2023.  The board also approved a 2% raise for Dr. Moorhouse.

West Ridge High School Delay
Length:  1:50
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.27.19

The Sullivan County Commission will vote on a resolution next month that 
requests the Board of Education delay the construction of West Ridge High 
School.  School leaders broke ground on the new school last May.  It was 
scheduled to open in the fall, but due to excessive rain, the date was pushed 
back to Fall 2021.  Some commissioners are asking the board to put this 
project on hold until the board can show they have the funding to finish the 
project. Some school leaders say they were never contacted by 
commissioners before this resolution was presented at last week's meeting.  
The school is under construction on Lynn Road in Blountville.  School Board
Chair Michael Hughes told us the Board of Education has funds set aside for 
any additional project costs.  He added the board has no plans to delay the 
project, and it does not have to ask the commission for any additional 
funding.  The Sullivan County Commission is scheduled to vote on the 
resolution at next month's meeting.

Unicoi County Schools Improvements



Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.19

An $8 million renovation project for Unicoi County Schools may be on the 
way.  Director of Schools John English told us the renovations will not come 
at a cost to taxpayers.  The renovations would instead be paid out of the 
school system's sales tax fund.  Currently, the system is paying off a bond 
note for Unicoi County High School, but English said that debt will be paid 
by June 2021.  English says the system is hoping to work out a deal to begin 
that renovation project sooner instead of waiting for summer 2021.

 



GOVERNMENT

Newman Retirement
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.1.19

One of southwest Virginia's top law enforcement leaders says he is excited to 
begin a new chapter in his life after deciding not to seek a 6th term in office.  
On Monday, Washington County sheriff Fred Newman announced 2019 will 
be his last year in office.  He began his career in law enforcement in 1975.  
Voters elected him Sheriff in 1999 and he's served for nearly 20 years.  The 
office of sheriff will appear on the November 5 general election ballot.  
Sheriff Newman's term ends December 2019.

Hands-Free Bill
Length: 1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A new legislative session next week in Nashville will bring with it new bills.  
A local lawmakers is returning to the state capitol with the same idea he's had



for years.  Representative John Holsclaw of Elizabethton told us he will 
continue to push to make Tennessee a hands-free state.  His ultimate goal is 
to make it illegal to talk on a hand-held device while driving.  With a recent 
victory for the same proposal in active school zones, he told us he's confident
he's getting closer to a statewide victory.  He says drivers can still talk while 
behind the wheel, but in his bill, they must do it using a hands-free device, 
“When you take your eyes off the road to look at a text or you drop your 
phone and look down, or it rings, that's the major problem your eyes actually 
come off the road.”  The new session for the Tennessee General Assembly 
begins January 9.

Blackburn Sworn In
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.19

Today, Marsha Blackburn was sworn in as Tennessee's first ever female U.S. 
Senator, replacing long-time Senator Bob Corker.  The newest Justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, Justice Brett Kavanaugh administered her oath of 
office.  Corker also attended today's ceremony as well as Tennessee U.S. 
Senator Lamar Alexander.

Danville Casino
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.4.19



Local leaders and developers say the odds of casino-style gambling being 
legalized in Virginia's General Assembly may be better than ever.  That's after
City Council members in Danville unanimously approved a resolution 
supporting the legalization and the possible opening of a resort-style casino.  
Danville joins Bristol and Portsmouth as the third locality to pass that 
resolution of support, pending  the outcome of local referendums.  Local 
leaders and developers agree Danville City Council's support is bettering 
Bristol's odds.  The legislation would not allow for any county to hold a 
referendum and potentially go through with a casino project.  Developers say 
it only allows localities that are economically disadvantaged and close to a 
state line, like Bristol and Danville to hold a referendum.  Currently there are 
no plans to build a casino in Danville.  Bristol's City Manager says he's been 
in contact with the City Attorney in Portsmouth and plans to get together with
leaders in Danville now that they have officially passed their resolution of 
support for casino legislation.  The General Assembly will consider the 
legislation in the coming months.  The General Assembly must pass the bill 
and the Governor must sign it before the people living in these areas can have
a say in a local referendum.

Candidate for Sheriff
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.19

Less than a week after Sheriff Fred Newman announce he will not seek a 6th 
term in office, a candidate is in the running to take his place.  Blake Andis 



announced his candidacy for sheriff.  Andis is currently the Chief of Police at 
Virginia Highlands Community College.  He first ran for sheriff in 2015.  
Andis began his law enforcement career at the Washington County VA 
Sheriff's Office where he served for 23 years.  The election for a new sheriff 
will take place in November.

Lawmaker Reaction – Government Shutdown
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.7.19

President Trump announced today he will deliver a prime-time address 
tomorrow night on border security amid the ongoing partial government 
shutdown fight.  U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander and U.S. Representative Phil 
Roe talked with us today about the shutdown.  Alexander said a vote by the 
Senate on democratic spending plans that do not include funding for the wall 
would just be a waste of time because the President would surely veto.  Roe 
floated what he thinks could be a path forward, “You go ahead and provide 
the funding for border security and you look at a way for the dreamers.  I 
think there is a way to to take those two and get an agreement and move 
forward.  Alexander says it will take bipartisan effort to fix border security.

Virginia General Assembly Preview
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.7.19



Virginia lawmakers will debate a host of issues during this year's legislative 
session which gets underway Wednesday.  Taxes will be at the top of this 
year's agenda.  Republicans control the General Assembly and want to offer a
tax break.  Governor Ralph Northam wants money for school construction, 
boosting reserves, and other projects.  Lawmakers also will consider 
approving sports betting and legalizing casinos which would directly impact 
the proposed resort style casino in Bristol.

Northam I-81 Tolls
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam and republican lawmakers are tentatively 
backing a plan to add tolls to fund crucial improvements to Interstate 81.  The
proposal could impact those who travel through southwest Virginia.  
Governor Northam said Interstate 81 is in dire need of safety upgrades 
totaling 2 billion dollars.  Some Virginia lawmakers said they support a plan 
advanced by the Commonwealth Transportation Board to add tolls and are in 
favor of allowing commuters to buy an annual pass.  That proposed pass 
would cost about 30 dollars.  

Virginia Legislature
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.9.19

Lawmakers returned to Richmond today to begin the 2019 legislative session.
Lawmakers will debate several topics including tax policy and increasing 
raises for teachers.  Virginia is also one of many states considering whether to
legalize sports gambling.  Republicans currently have a razor-thin edge in 
both chambers.  Democratic Governor Ralph Northam wants to address 
several priorities this session, including stricter gun laws, and campaign 
finance reform.  Governor Northam will address his priorities during his State
of the Commonwealth Address tonight at 7.

Carrico Casino Reaction
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Legislation to allow casino-style gambling, only if supported by voters, was 
introduced in the Virginia General Assembly.  The bill would encompass 
Bristol, Danville, and Portsmouth – cities where councils previously voted in 
support of casino-style gambling.  Locally, developers plan to turn to the 
vacant Bristol Mall into a multi-million dollar resort-style casino.  State 
Senator Bill Carrico talked with us about the possibility of casino-style 
gambling in the Commonwealth from Richmond, “I really feel that this 
should be a decision that Bristolians should make as to whether they want or 
do not want a casino.  I don't think it should be up to us in Richmond making 
that decision, and that's why I took the approach I did.”  If approved by the 



General Assembly and signed by Governor Ralph Northam, voters would 
vote on the referendum in November.

Blackburn's First Bill
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Senator Marsha Blackburn introduced her first bill in the United States 
Senate.  The bill would strip all abortion providers, including Planned 
Parenthood, of federal funding.  So far, no comment from Planned 
Parenthood about Blackburn's bill.

Hill Named Deputy Speaker
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Tennessee House speaker Glen Casada named State Representative Timothy 
Hill of Jonesborough to the post of Deputy Speaker of the House.  Hill, a 
republican, is one of the longest tenured House members.  As Deputy 
Speaker, Hill will help schedule and guide the flow of legislation on the 
House floor.  Casada tweeted tonight, “We'll lead as partners, not partisans.  
We'll hold Gov. agencies accountable.  We'll address the mental health and 



opioid crisis.  And we'll empower one another to create a better tomorrow for 
Tennessee.”

Casino Legislation
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

Legislation that would legalize casino-style gambling in Virginia is now in 
the hands of lawmakers in Richmond.  We got a look at the actual legislation 
for the first time today.  If approved in the General Assembly, the bill would 
let voters in Bristol have the final word on whether to allow the casino to 
open in the vacant Bristol Mall.  House Bill 2536, introduced by Delegate 
Israel O'Quinn of Bristol would give the lottery board broad powers to issue 
permits and licenses and employ personnel to be present during gaming to 
ensure operations.  The legislation would establish a 10% tax rate on the 
receipts of a gaming business.  We also learned half of the proceeds would go
to the Virginia Public School Construction Grants Program.  One percent 
would be paid to a newly created “problem gambling treatment fund.”  The 
remained goes into the state's general fund.  The other half of the proceeds 
would go to a newly created gaming proceeds fund.  Twenty percent of that 
would go to the city where the gaming establishment operates and 75% 
would be equally divided among localities in the transportation district.  

SNAP Benefits
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.19

The Tennessee Department of Human Services is now alerting those who 
depend on SNAP benefits of an important upcoming deadline.  People 
renewing their benefits for next month must have the required paperwork 
filled out by the end of business hours on Monday.  They say this is important
to ensure funding for the month of February during the partial government 
shutdown.  

Not Seeking a Third Term
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Samantha Moore
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.14.19

Two-time Kingsport Mayor John Clark will not seek a third term.  Kingsport 
Director of Marketing and Public Relations Heather Cook confirmed the 
news to us.  We've learned Vice Mayor Mike McIntire has picked up 
paperwork to run for mayor.  No word yet of any other candidates seeking the
office.

Griffith on the Border Wall
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.15.19

Southwest Virginia Congressman Morgan Griffith said facts prove the 
existence of a crisis at the southern border of the United States.  Griffith, a 
republican who represents Virginia's 9th District, spoke on the floor of the 
House of Representatives today.  He said the flow of illegal immigrants 
across the border has overwhelmed border security.  He blamed a sharp 
increase in drug trafficking in his own district on weak border security and he
blames democrats for refusing to negotiate, “Why should anyone believe that 
if the government is open, they (House democrats) will suddenly find a way 
to compromise?  A compromise is difficult when one side does not admit 
there is a problem.  Democrats have accused the President and republicans of 
fabricating a crisis to get funding for the wall.

Hands-Free Virginia?
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.16.19

Virginia lawmakers want you to put your phones away while your drive.  
They are working on a bill that would only allow hands-free devices behind 
the wheel.  In Virginia, it is illegal to text and drive.  Police can technically 
pull you over if they suspect you're doing it, but Delegate Mike Mullin says 
it's difficult to enforce, “Unless you see that happening directly or if the 
person admits that, it's just not enforceable.”  The Department of Motor 
Vehicles says there's been nearly a 13% increase in crashes with drivers using
cell phones since 2013.  Delegate Mullin is part of a bipartisan push to make 
Virginia hands-free, banning drivers from using cellphones in a car unless the



device is hands-free and voice operated.  Under the bills, drivers caught using
a phone to check out apps, text or call could be fined $125 for a first offense 
and double that every time after.  Lawmakers say this change would make it 
easier to enforce a ban on using cell phones while driving since the only 
question a police officer would have to ask is was a phone in your hand?

Lee Inauguration Plan
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.19

The forecast of storms and cold temperatures will mean last minute changes 
in this weekend's inauguration of Bill Lee as Tennessee's next governor.  Rain
and lightning are in the forecast around 11am Central time.  That's the time of
the inauguration Saturday.  It's traditionally outdoors outside the state 
Capitol.  The inauguration will now be held inside at the War Memorial 
Auditorium.  Even with the change in venue, Lee told his staff that no one 
should be turned away from the inauguration.

West Walnut Corridor Project
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.19



Johnson City commissioners approved a plan to redevelop an aging section 
of the city.  The plan spells out a radical overhaul of the West Walnut Street 
Corridor.  It's a process that could take decades.  The area extends from 
Buffalo Street along Walnut Street up University Parkway.  The goal of the 
project is to link East Tennessee State University to the downtown area.  The 
first step will be updating the streets-cape, modernize worn out road and 
update important public utilities.  Eventually, the plan calls for pedestrian 
friendly areas with restaurants, shops, businesses and apartments.  Thursday 
night the commission gave unanimous approval to the project and approved 
$700,000 to get the project moving.  The $700,000 will allow the city to hire 
a construction engineer and begin purchasing available property.

Interstate 81 Tolls
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.19

A newly proposed bill could impact thousands in our region that use 
Interstate 81 in Virginia.  A bill up for vote in the Virginia General Assembly 
may add tolls on a 325 mile stretch of Interstate 81 from Bristol to 
Winchester.  The initial toll would be set at 17 cents per mile for trucks and 
11 cents per mile for other drivers.  Those prices would reduce by 50% at 
night.  The money would be used for improvements to the I-81 corridor.  One
group is working to stop the legislation.  The Alliance of Toll-Free Interstates 
(ATFI) is a national organization that is against the bill passing and is actively
pushing legislators in Richmond, “We'll be planning to testify at any hearings
on the toll bills that are currently before the general assembly.  The biggest 
thing that we are doing is an effort to reach out to Virginia senators and 
delegates to keep tolls off 81.”  If the tolls become reality, people could 
purchase an annual pass, which will likely cost between 25 and 30 dollars.  



Truck drivers will not have that option.  

Lee Inauguration
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.19

Bill Lee was sworn in as Tennessee's 50th governor today.  During his 
inaugural speech, he delivered words about faith and the future of the state, 
“He has blessed us indeed.  And as Governor of Tennessee, I will daily ask 
for His guidance, wisdom and direction.”  Governor Lee drew an ovation 
with words about education gains and lingering challenges like online testing,
“Now I believe that education is much more than a test score.  It's about 
preparation of a child for success in life.  And a resurgence of vocational, 
technical, and agriculture education along with civics and character education
combined with reforms will take us to the next tier.”  Governor Lee will host 
an open house Sunday at his new residence, the Governor's Mansion.

Virginia Minimum Wage
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

Lawmakers voted down a bill that would have more than doubled the 



minimum wage in Virginia.  The state Senate defeated the bill that would 
have increased Virginia's minimum wage from $7.25 an hour to $15 an hour 
by 2021.  The vote went directly down party lines with the republican 
majority coming out on top 21-19.

Hands-Free Tennessee
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

Year after year a state representative from our area makes his way to 
Nashville for the legislative session with one goal in mind – pass a hands-free
bill.  That means you would not be allowed to hold the phone up to your ear 
while driving in Tennessee.  Representative John Holsclaw told us he will 
continue to fight this battle as long as he's a lawmaker.  Holsclaw told us, 
“We passed it through the house last year, and then it got killed over on the 
senate side.  Hopefully they will realize this is important.”  Holsclaw wants 
Tennessee to join more than a dozen other states where it's illegal to hold the 
phone to your ear while driving.  You may still talk while driving, you just 
have to use a mount or a Bluetooth device.  Virginia lawmakers are also 
working on similar legislation.

TN Bills
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.22.19



The Tennessee House of Representatives added a new layer of transparency 
when it comes to the public tracking new bills in the legislative process.  
New House Speaker Glen Casada says amendments that are added in a house
subcommittee will now go directly online, allowing the public to see them 
instead of waiting until the amendment passes a full committee.  The change 
will allow the public to quickly get access to amendments.  That's important 
because amendments added in subcommittee can often rewrite a bill.  Prior to
the change, the only way the public would know the bill's intent would be to 
watch the subcommittee's proceedings in person, on video or request a copy 
of the amendment from the legislative sponsor.

Virginia Sports Betting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.19

The Virginia General assembly could legalize sports betting.  A bill up for 
consideration would allow bets to be placed on professional sports and 
college sports.  It would exclude youth sports and Virginia college sports.  
The penalty for engaging in prohibited betting is a Class 1 misdemeanor.  A 
three-year application fee to host sports betting would cost $250,000.

Shutdown Compromise
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.19

Just hours ago, President Donald Trump announced a short term deal to 
reopen the government for 3 weeks, ending longest government shutdown in 
United States history.  President Trump said, “In a short while, I will sign a 
bill to open our government for 3 weeks until February 15.  I will make sure 
that all employees receive their back pay very quickly or as soon as 
possible.”  Today, nearly 800,000 federal workers missed their second 
paycheck since the partial government shutdown began 35 days ago.  Today's
bi-partisan cooperation to reopen the federal government comes after two 
competing bills to end the shutdown failed to pass the Senate yesterday.

Roe on Reopening Government
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.27.19

For the first time since a temporary deal was reached to reopen the 
government, we are hearing from local congressman, Phil Roe.  We asked 
him what compromise, if any, could be made to avoid another government 
shutdown in just under three weeks.  Republicans and democrats have until 
February 15 to come up with a compromise.  Congressman Phil Roe of 
Johnson City says it is doable, but not without winning over Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi, “We have to figure out a way for our speaker to get to 
yes in this negotiation or we're going to stay this way and we're going to 
force the President, if he carries out his responsibility of protecting the 



American people to declare a crisis.”  Roe says republicans will likely have 
to give up ground on certain immigration policies to get democrats on board, 
“For a lot of people that's amnesty, and we said we'd never give amnesty but 
that's a negotiating tool where you could say, OK for the barrier, we'll 
negotiate a permanent status for these kids who came here as young adults or 
kids and have lived here for many years and done so lawfully.”

VA Casino Bill Setback
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.30.19

Just hours ago, supporters of a bill that could legalize casino-style gambling 
in parts of Virginia learned it will not be up for a vote until next session.  The 
news from Richmond means there's a delay for developers hoping to open a 
casino resort in the vacant Bristol Mall building.  They, along with local 
lawmakers, hoped to push legislation through this session, giving voters the 
final say on the Bristol project.  City leaders told us they are disappointed but
not surprised by today's development.  The big change out of the Senate 
Finance Committee today is that now a study looking comprehensively at the 
impact casino gambling could have on the state will need to be done before 
lawmakers can take another look at this in the 2020 session.  Previously, a 
study was going to be done while the legislative process and local 
referendums were allowed to continue.  Bristol Virginia City Council 
member Neal Osborne told us, “There is an urgency to get it done sooner 
rather than later because we certainly need that tax revenue and it's basically 
a shot in the arm for the economies of the whole region.  Senator Bill 
Carrico, the southwest Virginia lawmaker sponsoring this casino legislation, 
told us there's no telling what changes may happen once the bill hits the 
Senate floor.



Virginia Abortion
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.19

Legislation proposed in Virginia is making national news tonight.  The bill 
would make it easier for women to get abortions late in the third term of 
pregnancy.  A clip of viral video brought the legislation into the national 
spotlight.  The video got nearly 2 million views in less than a day.  Right 
now, third-trimester abortions are banned in Virginia unless the pregnancy 
puts the woman's life or health in danger.  Even then, three doctors have to 
sign off on the procedure.  The bill Delegate Kathy Tran put forward would 
bring that down to one doctor.  Republicans vow to not loosen the 
restrictions.  The bill likely will not be brought up again this year.  There's 
also legislation house republicans are working on to prevent state money 
from being used to fund abortions.

TN Heartbeat Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.19

Tennessee's top two republican lawmakers say they support legislation to ban
abortions once a fetal heartbeat is detected – as early as six weeks.  House 
Speaker Glen Casada said he thinks the restriction is a fight worth having gin 



front of the U.S. Supreme Court.  Lieutenant Governor Randy McNally said 
he thinks courts will have ruled on other states' similar laws by the time 
Tennessee's bill would pass and be challenged.  

Northam Abortion
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam is standing by his comments in support of 
abortion legislation.  The legislation would have made it easier for a woman 
to get an abortion late in the third trimester of pregnancy, “We're here to set 
the record straight.  Virginia democrats are on the side of ensuring women 
have access to the health care they need.”  Northam faced backlash after 
comments he made during a radio interview during which he described a 
scenario in which a pregnancy could be aborted at the time of delivery.  
While Northam said he regrets the comments have been mischaracterized, he 
blasted republicans for politicizing the issue.  The bill failed this week in the 
General Assembly.  Tennessee Republican U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn 
tweeted, “The good people of Virginia should demand the resignation of an 
elected official who would recommend the premeditated taking of the life of 
a child.

Heartbeat Bill
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.31.19

A newly filed bill would ban abortions in Tennessee once doctors detect a 
fetal heartbeat.  A Tri-Cities lawmaker first backed the bill and now others, 
including Governor Bill Lee, say they support the new abortion restrictions.  
Representative Micah Van Huss of Jonesborough proposed the bill.  He has 
proposed the legislation in the past, but now it appears he has the support of 
Governor Bill Lee, who was asked Thursday if he was in favor of spending 
money to go to court if the issue triggers a lawsuit, “I am in favor of states 
moving toward legislation that reduces abortions, and I would be in favor of 
moving in that direction.”  Tennessee Attorney General Herbert Slatery 
already said a similar bill is constitutionally “suspect.”  Lt. Governor Randy 
McNally also indicated he supports the bill and said he wants to move 
forward even if the Attorney General sees red flags.  Iowa already had a 
similar heartbeat legislation, but a state judge just declared it unconstitutional
after a legal challenge by Planned Parenthood.  

Northam Yearbook Photo
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.19

We begin with a controversial yearbook photo bombshell involving Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam.  An old yearbook of Northam's turned up late 
today with a questionable photo on his page.  Just a short time ago, Northam 
issued an apology and said he had no plans to resign, “I am deeply sorry.  I 
cannot change the decisions I made nor can I undo the harm.  I accept 
responsibility for my actions and will work hard to regain your trust.  The 



photo shows a man in what may be blackface and another person in a Ku 
Klux Klan robe.  It appeared on the 1984 yearbook page of Virginia 
Democratic Governor Ralph Northam.  

Northam Photograph
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.19

Calls for Virginia Governor Ralph Northam's resignation continue to grow 
after a photograph of two men – one dressed in blackface and the other in a 
Ku Klux Klan robe – surfaced from a 1984 yearbook page of Governor 
Northam.  Just hours ago, President Donald Trump weighed in saying in part,
“This was 24 hours after apologizing for appearing in the picture and after 
making the most horrible statement on super late term abortion, 
unforgivable.”  Despite those calls for resignation, in a news conference 
earlier today, the governor said he will not resign and asked for forgiveness.  
Northam said it was not him in the photo.  The Governor said the first time 
he ever saw the photo was Friday and his office plans to investigate the 
photo.  

Northam – Calls for Resignation
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.3.19



Embattled Virginia Governor Ralph Northam is in a fight for his political life.
The Governor says it wasn't him in a racist photo on his college yearbook 
page.  Multiple news agencies reported the Governor summoned top staff 
into a Sunday night meeting.  Over the weekend, calls grew louder for 
Northam's resignation, even from friends and political allies.  

Northam - Fairfax
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.4.19

Virginia's Governor is not stepping down – despite widespread calls for him 
to resign.  Governor Ralph Northam initially said he was in the 1984 medical 
school yearbook photo of a man in blackface and another in a KKK outfit.  
The Governor apologized, but he then changed his story Saturday and said he
is not in the photo.  If Governor Northam steps down, Lieutenant Governor 
Justin Fairfax would take over.  He is facing his own issue – an allegation 
that he sexually assaulted a woman back at the 2004 Democratic National 
Convention in Boston.  Fairfax denied that allegation today, “This person a 
year ago came to the Washington Post with this very same allegation.  They 
investigated it for several months and then they made the decision not to 
publish the story because it was not credible.”  Fairfax told reporters today 
the 2004 encounter with a woman was consensual and he called the 
accusation a smear.

Virginia Attorney General Says He Wore Blackface



Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Overs
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.6.19

Another top democrat admitted to wearing blackface decades ago.  Today, 
Attorney General Mark Herring issued a statement saying he wore brown 
makeup and a wig in 1980 to look like a black rapper during a party as an 
undergraduate at the University of Virginia.  In a statement, he called the 
move a “onetime occurrence” and said it in no way reflects the man he has 
become in the 40 years since.  The revelation comes as Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam and Lieutenant Governor Justin Fairfax already face 
controversies, and Herring would be the next in line to Governor after those 
two men.  The Lieutenant Governor has been accused of sexual misconduct –
which he denies.  And many, including Herring, urged Governor Northam to 
resign after the discovery of a photo of someone in blackface and someone in
a Ku Klux Klan outfit on his 1984 medical school yearbook page.  

Recreational Marijuana
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.6.19

One Tennessee lawmaker says it's time to legalize recreational marijuana.  
Our sister station, WKRN, talked with Democratic Senator Sarah Kyle.  The 
Memphis lawmaker said now is the time for change and she said she is 
sponsoring a bill to legalize recreational marijuana.  Senator Kyle said the 



details of the bill still need to be worked out and added that change is 
necessary for criminal justice reform.

Virginia Hands-Free
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

The Virginia Senate and House of Delegates on Tuesday each passed bills 
prohibiting drivers from touching their cellphones while behind the wheel of 
a car.  The Senate approved their bill on a vote of 34-6.  The House passed its
bill 69-27.  The bills would explicitly ban using a hand-held communication 
device unless it is in hands-free mode while operating a vehicle.  

VA Capitol Crisis
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

The top three leaders in Virginia government are under fire.  The latest 
development came tonight came from Virginia Democratic Congressman 
Bobby Scott.  He said he was made aware of allegations of sexual assault 
against now – Lieutenant Governor Justin Fairfax over a year ago by the 
alleged victim.  Earlier today, Attorney General Mark Herring came clean, 



admitting he wore blackface at a college party decades ago.  The revelation 
came after Herring called for Governor Ralph Northam to resign over a racist
photo, including a man in blackface, that was discovered on his medical 
yearbook page.  CBS News reports Governor Northam may hire a private 
investigator to prove it is not him in the photo.  Calls for the Governor's 
resignation continue.

Virginia Tax Relief
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

A bill that would provide Virginia taxpayers with a refund this fall has been 
sent to Governor Ralph Northam to sign.  The House of Delegates and 
Virginia Senate sent identical bills to the governor that will provide $420 
million in tax rebates.  If signed, individual filers will get $110 from the 
Commonwealth in October.  Married couples would get $220.  More Virginia
taxpayers are expected to take the standard deduction when filing this year 
than before because the federal deduction was doubled by the tax reform law.

TN Abortion Latest
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.19



Two Tennessee legislators introduced a bill that would make abortion illegal 
in Tennessee if Roe v Wade is overturned.  The details of the Life Protection 
Act were announced early Wednesday morning.  The act would restore 
Constitutional protections for unborn and for the women of Tennessee.  
Legislation would likely go into effect – if passed – and if the Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade.  Unlike previous bills, this one does not change 
current law. 

Virginia Speed Cameras
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.19

Speed cameras could soon be coming to Virginia.  The final version of a bill 
is heading to Governor Ralph Northam's desk.  Right now, speed cameras are
not legal in Virginia.  The legislation only allows handheld speed cameras 
used by police officers while in highway work zones only for the purpose of 
recording images of vehicles traveling at least 12 miles above the work zone 
speed limit.  If a driver is caught on the speed camera, he or she could face a 
fine of up to $125.

TN Gay Marriage Ban
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.19



Two Tennessee state legislators introduced a bill attempted to ban gay 
marriage.  The bill states that it's the policy of Tennessee to defend natural 
marriage between one man and one woman, regardless of any court decision 
to the contrary.  If passed, the bill would contradict the 2015 Supreme Court 
ruling that all states must grant and recognize same-sex marriages.

Casino Committee
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.19

The Virginia General Assembly has until Saturday to figure out how Virginia 
will study casino gaming over the next year.  Initially, a plan came forward 
from the Senate to allow people in 5 communities, including Bristol, to vote 
on the projects by way of a local referendum.  Another approach brought up 
in the House would be just a straight study without taking the issue to voters. 
The House of Delegates rolled the Senate bill into the House bill, so now, it's 
being reviewed by a conference committee.  Those lawmakers will hash out 
the final details and try to reach a compromise before the end of the week.  
The deadline for the House study is set for November 1.

Gym Tax
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.19.19

Governor Bill Lee announced a tax he plans to cut in his upcoming budget.  
Lee says repealing Tennessee's gym tax.  The nearly 10 percent amusement 
tax is placed on memberships to gyms, fitness centers and health clubs in 
Tennessee.  The Governor said the tax has discouraged Tennesseans from 
investing in their health and has hurt gym owners.

Business Growth at The Falls
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.19.19

After meeting for hours behind closed doors tonight, leaders in Bristol, 
Virginia are speaking out -saying the city should not have been involved in 
what continues to be a struggling retail development called The Falls.  The 
council voted unanimously to modify its agreement with Interstate 
Development.  The agreement will possibly remove possible road blocks to 
growth at The Falls.  The development has struggled to attract tenants and by 
making this change city leaders hope the property will develop further.  City 
Manager Randall Eads says developments like this should be left up to 
developers and not the locality.  Site plans for The Falls show four parcels 
under contract.  Eads told us he could not disclose any details on those 
potential tenants.



TN Heartbeat Bill
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.19

A Tennessee bill that would ban abortions after the detection of a fetal 
heartbeat is moving forward in Nashville.  The bill's sponsor, Representative 
Micah Van Huss of Jonesborough, says a heartbeat is typically detectable at 
about 6 weeks into pregnancy.  Tennessee law currently prohibits abortion 
past viability, unless it's to prevent the death of the pregnant woman.  The bill
cleared one House committee this week, and it now moves to the full public 
health committee.  If it passes the legislature, it's expected to face 
constitutional challenges.  

Animal Abuse in Virginia 
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.19

People in Virginia will soon face tougher punishments for animal abuse.  
Senate Bill 1604 passed the House with a unanimous 99-0 vote.  The bill will
increase the penalty for beating, mutilating or killing a dog or cat.  The crime 
will go from a misdemeanor to a felony.  The bill comes as the Richmond 
community mourns the death of Tommie, a dog that was tied to a pole and set
on fire earlier this month.



Heartbeat Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.26.19

If Tennessee's so-called Fetal Cardiac Activity Bill known by many as the 
Heartbeat Bill becomes law, the American Civil Liberties Union Tennessee 
said it will file a lawsuit.  The House Health Committee voted today to send 
the legislation to the House floor for a full vote.  The bill would prohibit 
abortions in Tennessee after fetal cardiac activity is detected, which can 
happen as early as 6 weeks into a pregnancy.  The Fetal Heartbeat Bill passed
the House committee strictly along party lines.

TN Sports Betting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.19

A bill to legalize sports betting in the Volunteer state is moving forward.  If 
passed, the bill would place a 10% tax on sports gambling.  Some say it could
generate around $30 million a year.  The bill went before the departments and
agencies subcommittee on Wednesday.  The bill puts the option whether to 
allow sports betting into the hands of local governments statewide.  Though 
the bill passed through the subcommittee, this is the first of several votes the 



bill will face.

Crowe – Medical Marijuana
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.1.19

Tennessee lawmakers will once again  consider loosening the state's 
marijuana laws.  This session, lawmakers will consider at least 2 bills.  One 
would legalize medical marijuana and another would legalize the recreational
use of the drug.  State Senator Rusty Crowe says he's approaching the debate 
with an open mind but still has major concerns, “Most of us at this point 
really are not sure which direction to go, I think.  I've sent letters to all of my 
departments, all the state departments.  Anywhere from transportation to 
economic development, healthcare.  They've all sent back letters saying we 
do not think you should do this.”  Senator Crowe says the state seems closer 
every year to loosening marijuana laws, but he said he is not sure this is the 
year it will happen.  Tennessee Governor Bill lee has said he opposes 
marijuana legalization and decriminalization.

State of the State
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chris Bundgaard
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.4.19



In his first State of the State speech tonight, Republican Governor Bill Lee 
focused on things like education choice for parents and ways to help 
prisoners re-enter society.  “We will need a bold plan to level the playing 
field,” is how the governor introduced what he called educational savings 
accounts which some call vouchers.  He proposed $25 million to state the 
education savings accounts – or ESAs – this year.  He said ESAs will allow 
low-income students from the most under performing schools to attend an 
independent school or their choice at no cost to their families.  Other parts of 
the education proposals include $40 million this year for school safety and 
public school teacher pay raises that could be 2.5%.  It was money for the 
state's rainy day fund to an all time high that Lee touted first in his speech, 
“When this budget is implemented our Rainy Day fund will be $1.1 billion.”  
A signature Lee proposal that he talked about on the campaign trail and may 
have bipartisan support is justice reform, “My commitment is to having fewer
crime victims in this state is reflected in a proposed expansion and re-entry 
counseling opportunities in our prisons.”  Lawmakers know they are getting a
late start on the budget with an administration that is barely 6 weeks old.

Carrico Retirement
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic – Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby – Kristen Gallant
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.5.19

Hours after announcing plans to retire from the Virginia State Senate, Senator
Bill Carrico talked with us about his decision.  Carrico, a powerhouse in 
Virginia politics, has been in public service in the Commonwealth for more 
than 4 decades.  First he served as a Virginia State Trooper , then as a 
Delegate for the 5th House District and most recently a senator representing 
the 40th district.  He told us he is retiring from politics to spend time with his 



family.  He said he also has plans for the next chapter of his life, but he isn't 
saying just what yet.  He said that announcement will be coming soon.

Ballad Health – Sullivan County
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

Leaders in the largest Tri-Cities county are now officially on the record 
opposing Ballad Health's plan to consolidate trauma care services.   The 
Tennessee Department of Health just posted a letter from the Sullivan County
Commission indicating its opposition to Ballad's plan to centralize the care of
the most severe trauma cases in Johnson city.  The plan was met with 
opposition, specifically from Sullivan County, where Ballad's two hospitals 
would see a downgraded level of trauma care.  Commissioners voted to 
oppose the plan on November 15.  Ballad said the change will improve the 
overall quality of trauma care around the region.  

Will Wampler Announcement
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.6.19

A member of a southwest Virginia family with deep roots in state politics 



says he will run for an open seat in the Virginia House of Delegates.  Will 
Wampler, III announced he is running for 4th district seat in the Virginia 
House of Delegates as a republican.  His father and grandfather were elected 
to represent Virginia in state and national politics.  The 4th district includes 
Abingdon and parts of Washington, Dickenson, Russell and Wise Counties.  
Delegate Todd Pillion currently represents the 4th district but recently said he 
plans to run for the state senate seat held by retiring Bill Carrico.  

Fetal Heartbeat Bill
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chris Bundgaard
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.7.19

The republican dominated Tennessee House passed one of the most 
restrictive abortion bills in the country.  The measure faces an uncertain 
future in the state Senate.  The bill that bans abortions if a fetal heartbeat is 
detected passed almost along straight party lines.  Lieutenant Governor 
Randy McNally would like to wait before moving the bill to see what 
happens with similar fetal heartbeat bills in other states that are currently in 
court.  When it comes to the Senate, it is clear the Heartbeat Bill will not go 
through as quickly as in the House.

Fetal Heartbeat
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.19



Democrats in the Tennessee House are speaking out after a controversial vote
yesterday in Nashville.  Some say republican leaders did not allow their 
perspectives to be heard on a bill that would restrict abortions.  The House 
passed a controversial bill yesterday that would ban abortions after a fetal 
heartbeat is detected.  As the vote was taken, protests could be heard from 
democrats who said a member of their party was being ignored.  The 
representative wanted there to be an exception in the case of rape or incest.  
Republican Speaker Glen Casada said he followed House rules in not calling 
on Representative Gloria Johnson because he said there was a motion to vote 
on the bill, “Under Parliamentary procedure,  when someone moves previous 
question that takes precedent over amendments.”  Next week, the House 
members begin dissecting the state budget proposed this week by Governor 
Bill Lee.

Red Flex Cameras
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Dan Gray
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.11.19

Speed cameras will remain in a Tri-Cities town and will likely stay for years 
to come.  The Jonesborough Board of Mayor and Aldermen renewed an 
agreement with a company called Red Flex.  The agreement means speed 
cameras on Highway 11-E in Jonesborough will remain in place for five 
additional years.  When you pay your speeding ticket, half the revenue goes 
to Jonesborough and the other half goes to Red Flex.  The mayor, who has 
voiced concerns in the past says he does see the benefits.  He said he was not 
supportive of those cameras but they have proven to reduce accidents.   He 



said he still had his own misgivings about cameras but the board supported 
renewing that contract.  The mayor said the revenue will be used to repair 
streets in Jonesborough.

Rally for Life
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.12.19

Two local state lawmakers will hold a Rally for Life event this weekend.  
Republican State Representatives Micah Van Huss of Johnson City and 
Matthew Hill of Jonesborough will host the event Saturday at the 
Appalachian Fairgrounds in Gray.  The rally comes on the heels of the State 
House of Representatives passing House Bill 77, also known as the Heartbeat
Bill.  If the bill becomes law, it would make it illegal for a woman to have an 
abortion once a heartbeat is detected in a fetus.  The rally begins at 10:00 am.

Sports Betting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.19

The sponsor of a bill that would allow sports betting in the state of Tennessee 
is revising his legislation.  State Representative Rick Staples said there are 



some things he would like to clarify in the bill to make it easier to 
understand.  Staples said he introduced the bill to help raise money for 
counties and cities across Tennessee.  The representative postponed the vote 
on the bill for one week in the House State Committee to clarify who would 
manage sports betting for the state and how much money local governments 
would receive.

Governor Lee at Fairgrounds
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.15.19

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee is making a stop in the Tri-Cities region this 
evening.  He served as keynote speaker at the 6th annual Washington County 
Agriculture Appreciation Dinner.  Tonight, Governor Lee addressed President
Trump's plan to cut funds for the USDA in his 2020 budget and mentioned 
what he will be doing to help farmers in Tennessee, “I will be working with 
the federal government to make certain that when they propose things that 
might be difficult, we can advocate for Tennessee agriculture producers.  I am
going to be doing that.  But there are things in the state that we can do to 
create activity around agriculture economy.”  Governor Lee also spoke about 
his dedication to education in the state and referred to his education savings 
account plan.  Happening tomorrow at the fairgrounds is the Tri-Cities Rally 
for Life.  Governor Lee made his stance tonight on the Heartbeat Bill and 
abortion, “We should continue to advocate for lives of the unborn, and that's 
why I'm pursuing this legislation or I'm supporting it.”  

McAuliffe for President?



Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  9am
Air Date:  3.20.19

Former Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe said he will decide soon whether 
to join the sprawling field of candidates seeking the 2020 democratic 
presidential nomination.  During a stop Tuesday at the South Carolina 
Statehouse, McAuliffe said he will make that call in the next couple of 
weeks.  McAuliffe began popping up in early voting states late last year, 
campaigning with candidates in Iowa and New Hampshire as he explored a 
possible run for the White House.

Disaster Assistance
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.19

Tennessee's Congressional Delegation unanimously asked President Trump to
approve Governor Lee's request for a major disaster declaration for 58 
counties impacted by flooding and severe weather.  Record rain left several 
areas of the state devastated by flooding and landslides.  State officials are 
estimating those storms and flooding cost Tennessee more than $150 million.

Haslam – U.S. Senate Run?



Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chris Bundgaard
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

Former Governor Bill Haslam is still weighing one of the state's most 
anticipated political decisions.  Will he or won't he run for U.S. Senate?  In 
the two months since leaving office, Haslam as not said yet if he will run for 
U.S. Senate in 2020 with Lamar Alexander's retirement.  He said, “This is 
one I am giving serious thought to.  Senate seats only come up so often.”  
Those were his words in January.  It's the second time Haslam has considered
a U.S. Senate seat in the last two years.  The first was when Bob Corker said 
he would not run for re-election in 2017, but Haslam decided against it.  In 
January he said the Senate decision may come in March.  Those close to him 
have indicated there is no hurry.  In January, the former Governor was aware 
other potential candidates are waiting to hear what he does.  If the former 
Governor does not run for U.S. Senate, Mr. Haslam has not indicated what he
might do instead.

VA Hands-Free Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

A proposal to ban people from holding cell phones while driving may get a 
second chance in Virginia.  One bill died during this year's legislative session,
but AAA asked Governor Ralph Northam to amend another bill to include the



ban.  AAA is calling on the Governor to amend a bill that would bar drivers 
from holding a cell phone in a highway work zone.  AAA wants the 
legislation to apply to driving on any road.  Governor Northam has until 
Midnight tomorrow to sign, veto or amend the bill.

Erwin Ambulance Service
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

The Town of Erin has approved a contract between the county and Medic 
One to provide ambulance service to those who live in the town.  The Erwin 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen agreed to enter an inter-local agreement with 
the county Monday evening.  As part of the agreement, Medic One will 
provide ambulance service inside the Town of Erwin for 4 years.  This comes
after the county approved a new contract with the ambulance service provider
last December.

Virginia Hands-Free
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam announced an amendment that would 



expand hands-free driving legislation to be a statewide law.  In the 
legislation's current form, Senate Bill 1768 would prohibit drivers from 
holding a phone along highway work zones.  Lawmakers still need to 
approve the amendment.

Cell Phones Tennessee 
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

A bill banning cell phone use while driving could soon be one of Tennessee's 
new rules of the road.  The measure, sponsored by Elizabethton 
Representative John Holsclaw, unanimously passed the House Transportation
Committee today.  The bill allows for hands-free devices to be used while 
driving.  Violators would have to pay a $50 fine if cited.  First time offenders 
would be sent to driving school.  The bill is expected to be heard in the 
Tennessee Senate Transportation Committee tomorrow.  A few years back, 
Holsclaw successfully passed a cell phone use ban for drivers in school 
zones.

TN Hands-Free Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.27.19



A bill that would ban drivers from holding their cell phones while driving in 
Tennessee advanced again in the state legislature.  Elizabethton 
Representative John Holsclaw is the sponsor of the bill.  He told us it passed 
the Senate Transportation Committee today for the first time.  That clears its 
path to the full Senate floor.  It now heads to the Finance Committee in the 
state House.  If it clears there, it will go to the House floor for a full vote.  If 
it passes both the Senate and the House, it will go to Governor Bill Lee for 
approval.  If signed into law, it would go into effect July 1.  

 

  

  



HEALTH

Mediterranean Diet
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.2.19

The Mediterranean Diet is heavy on vegetables and fruit and incorporates 
plenty of olive oil, whole grains and lean meats.  U.S. News and World 
Report lists it as the number one diet plan because it is the healthiest overall 
and easy to follow.  It is associated with lower rates of diabetes and heart 
health.  Research links the Mediterranean Diet to longer life spans.  U.S. 
News and World Report evaluated 41 different diets on factors like weight 
loss and the diet's effectiveness against diseases.

Hospital Pricing Policy
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.2.19

Hospitals across the country are changing the way they do business with their
patients – thanks to a new federal law.  It requires hospitals to post standard 



pricing for procedures online.  Effective New Year's Day, all hospitals must 
post what's called their Charge Master Standard Pricing for services online.  
The goal is to ensure patients are better informed on how much they're being 
charged and what they're expected to pay.  While the goal is transparency, 
making sense of the medical terminology and data is not so cut and dry.  
Ballad Health officials say most of the procedures on the Charge Masters are 
not what people will pay.  Usually, it's a much lower cost.  A charge is the 
maximum amount a hospital can bill your insurer.  For Ballad Health, charges
vary on items and services between hospitals.  Health officials told us the 
best way to determine how much you will pay for a procedure is by calling a 
Ballad Health representative to get an idea about potential costs and to 
contact your insurance provider in order to understand the benefits in your 
health insurance plan associated with an anticipated medical procedure.

Protein Cow Milk
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.19

A nearly 12-year study reveals changing the protein makeup of cow's milk in 
baby formula does not reduce the chances of type 1 diabetes in at risk 
children.  Scientists followed 2100 children in 15 countries and found babies 
who drank formula with altered cow's milk had the same risk of diabetes as 
those who drank regular milk.  Previous studies have shown early exposure 
to foreign proteins, such as cow's milk proteins, increases diabetes risk.

Screen Time Study
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.19

New guidance published by British pediatricians states there is little evidence
that screen time is in itself harmful to a child's health.  Released by the Royal 
College of Pediatrics and Child Health in the UK, the guidance says it is 
impossible to recommend age appropriate time limits for screen time.  
However, it does recommend avoiding screens an hour before bedtime to 
help children sleep better.  The report advises families to take part in value-
positive activities like exercise, socializing and sleep.

Hepatitis A Outbreak
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.19

After three reports of Hepatitis A in our region, the Sullivan County 
Department of Health is pushing for prevention methods.  The Sullivan 
County Department of Health reports the number of cases of Hepatitis A in 
the state of Tennessee grew – 636 cases reported in 2018 and only 10 in 
2017.  Dr. Stephen May says if you have exposure to Hepatitis A, it may take 
up to 50 days to become ill, experiencing symptoms like fever, nausea, 
diarrhea and jaundice.  Doctors say the best way to prevent its spread without
a vaccine is appropriate hand washing and proper food preparation.  Hepatitis
A is spread through fecal – oral transmission or drug use.  The state started 
requiring children to have the Hepatitis A vaccine more than a decade ago.  



Flu Vaccine
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.7.19

An analysis of 5 recent studies finds nasal spray is less effective than shots 
when it comes to fighting the flu in children.  Doctors say vaccines by 
injection are significantly more effective in all pediatric age groups.  The 
CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics also recommend injections over 
nasal spray for the current flu season.

Income & Heart Disease
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

Time magazine reports on a new study that suggests losing money can 
increase your risk of heart disease, even if you are young.  The study in the 
Journal Circulation says those who experienced multiple drops in income had
a 2.5 times greater risk of developing cardiovascular disease.  Previous 
research has found stress over income declines could potentially be linked 
with heart disease.



Ballad NICU
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Overs
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.8.19

Ballad Health continues to provide more information to the Tennessee 
Department of Health about its proposal to consolidate neonatal intensive 
care services in the Tri-Cities.  The state asked for more information 
including how Ballad plans to manage high-risk pregnancies in facilities that 
do not have a NICU.  In a letter to the state, Ballad's CEO Alan Levine said 
the physician in charge of the mother's care would determine the most 
appropriate place for delivery.  He said it will be up to the physician and the 
patient to determine where a baby will be delivered and if the mother and 
child need to be transferred to Niswonger Children's Hospital in Johnson 
City.  That is where the region's only NICU would be located.  Ballad also 
revealed it will begin a physician-led oversight committee to ensure the 
appropriateness of all deliveries at Ballad facilities.  Ballad announced a plan 
in November to consolidate pediatric care.  Some oppose the plan over 
concerns about increased travel times for families outside the Johnson City 
area.  Once the state gets the information it deems necessary to consider 
Ballad's NICU consolidation plan, the commissioner of health said a 90-day 
approval period will begin.

Cannabis and Driving
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  1.9.19

As more states legalize marijuana, a new study suggests many medical 
cannabis patients are hitting the road high, potentially putting themselves and
others at risk.  A new study of patients who use medical cannabis to treat 
chronic pain finds more than 50% say they've driving under the influence in 
the past 6 months.  The study at the University of Michigan Addiction center 
surveyed nearly 800 medical cannabis users.  It found 51% reported driving a
“little high” while 21% drove “very high.”  Researchers say the findings are 
concerning as more states legalize medical and recreational marijuana.  
Medical marijuana is now legal in more than 30 states.  Study author Dr. Erin
Bonar recommends no driving at all after using cannabis, or waiting several 
hours before getting behind the wheel.  With no gold standard for 
determining how high a person is or how impaired they are from the drug, 
researchers are developing marijuana breathalyzers and other roadside tests.  
Studies show marijuana is in the body longer than it's in the brain, so 
researchers say even if a person does not feel high in the moment, it can still 
be affecting them.

Cancer Death Rates
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

A new report from the American Cancer Society says cancer deaths declined 
27% over the 25 years between 1991 and 2016.  That means an estimated 2.6 
million fewer Americans died of the disease.  The decline is largely due to 
big reductions in smoking, as well as improved treatment and better early 



detection.  The report shows what it calls troubling socioeconomic gaps.  The
report says poor people are more likely to die from cancer because they have 
less access to high quality care and prevention, and are less likely to be 
screened.

Lee County Hospital 
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.19

Leaders in southwest Virginia announced tonight they plan to cut ties with a 
Florida-based company chosen to reopen their hospital that was closed years 
ago.  The Lee County Hospital Authority announced it started the process 
parting ways with Americore, the company that purchased the Lee County 
Hospital in 2017.  Wellmont Health System closed the hospital in 2013 due to
lack of patients and federal reimbursements.  In 2017, the Lee County 
Hospital Authority sold the facility to Americore.  More than a year later, 
there's still no hospital in Lee County.  Commissioner Howard Elliott said 
after a week of no response and no activity from Americore, the chairman of 
the authority delivered letters of default to Americore.  No Americore 
representatives attended this evening's meeting.  Late Thursday night, the 
CEO of Americore told us he was unaware of the decision.  The meeting was 
recessed until Monday when the authority hopes to complete negotiations 
with Americore.  We discovered tonight the State of Virginia extended the 
county's permission to reopen a hospital in Lee County for another 4 years.

Dietary Fiber
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

A new study reveals how good a high fiber diet is.  A World Health 
Organization study shows people who eat up to 29 grams of fiber have a 
lower chance of developing chronic disease.  The study shows that eating 
higher amounts of fiber and whole grains reduces heart-related deaths by 
30% as well as type 2 diabetes and colorectal cancer by up to about 25%.

Muscle Mass 
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.19

A new study shows the affects of muscle mass and fat mass between male 
and females.  The study says boys and girls with more muscle mass as 
children may have better lung function later in life.  Researchers also found 
that boys with more fat mass developed lower lung capacity.

Deputy with Cancer
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.12.19

A Tri-Cities community is coming together to support a local officer battling 
cancer.  Dozens of people came out to the Telford Diner to raise money for 
Sergeant Ralph Gent of the Washington County Sheriff's Office.  He is 
battling pancreatic cancer.  Gent's daughter, Candice, said the event means 
the world to her family, “He's been out of work for a while back and forth to 
Vanderbilt, just helping out with my mom being off to help him, just raise 
some money for the family.”  Organizers of today's fundraiser told us another
one is being planned.

Bristol Firefighters to Talk Cancer Prevention
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jonathan Motte
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.13.19

Tomorrow two Bristol, Virginia firefighters will head to the state capitol to 
push for change.  Michael Wise and Bryan Boyd of the Bristol Virginia 
Professional Firefighters Association are heading to Richmond to meet with 
local lawmakers to talk cancer prevention.  They will also join other 
departments for the “Walk the Line Cancer Walk” on Tuesday.  The walk is to
push for legislative action and remember those who've died from cancer, 
“Now  you're seeing more synthetics, more plastics, more chemicals that go 
to treat those woods and go into construction and different materials, and 
what that does is ultimately those things burn, those chemicals get released 
and that's what gets impregnated in our skin, we absorb it, we inhale it.”  
Wise and Boyd say several Bristol Virginia retired firefighters have died from
occupational related cancers and one firefighter currently has prostate cancer.



We're told the walk is also pushing for improvements to workers' 
compensation laws, “Workers' compensation law is forcing firefighters to 
identify specific cancer causing exposure which is almost nearly impossible 
on every fire.”  

Lee County Hospital
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.14.19

After years of waiting for a hospital, a southwest Virginia community will cut
ties with a company it hoped would make that happen.  At a meeting tonight, 
the Lee County Hospital Authority voted to move forward with plans to end 
its agreement with Americore and partner with someone else to try to open 
the  hospital.  The authority told us it is now in talks with Ballad Health.  In 
2013, Wellmont Health System closed the Lee County Medical Center due to 
lack of patients and federal reimbursements.  A hospital authority 
commissioner made a motion at the meeting, “I would like to make a motion 
that we empower the special committee to work with Ballad to fulfill their 
commitments under the cooperative agreement and to discuss other matters.” 
The authority confirmed they are in talks with a potential new partner – 
Ballad Health.  Ballad already committed to providing essential health 
services in Lee County if another company did not open an acute care facility
by the end of last year.  Vice Chair Ronnie Montgomery said they are still 
negotiating with Ballad.  Officials tell us the transaction to cut ties with 
Americore and get the hospital back should be complete by February 1.  

Ballad Response – Lee County Hospital



Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.15.19

The Lee County Hospital Authority voted last night to move forward with 
plans to end its agreement with Americore and team up with a potential new 
partner – Ballad Health.  Moments ago, Ballad Health issued a statement 
saying, “Ballad Health is committed to serving the residents of Lee County 
and is working to assist Lee County leaders in their efforts to ensure health 
care access for the people they serve.”

Heart Attack Risk
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.16.19

If you enrolled in a gym as part of your New Year's Resolution, you may 
want to think twice before canceling.  A Norwegian study says staying  fit 
can cut your risk of having a heart attack in half.  Researchers say even 
people who do not have any symptoms of cardiovascular disease, cancer or 
high blood pressure are at a higher risk of heart attacks due to cardiovascular 
respiratory fitness.

COPA Public Hearing



Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  11.16.19

A public hearing will be held next month on Ballad Health.  You will be able 
to speak directly to the Certificate of Public Advantage or COPA Advisory 
Council.  The COPA is the legal agreement that allowed the merger of 
Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System one year ago.  
The public hearing specifically relates  to Ballad's annual report.  That 
hearing will be held next month on Thursday, February 7 at 5 in Northeast 
State Community College's Center for the Arts in Blountville.

Feminine Hygiene Packs
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.20.19

More than a dozen volunteers spent the day giving back to the less fortunate. 
They packed Feminine Hygiene Packs that will be donated to hundreds 
across our community.  Seasons of Hope in Johnson City organized the event.
Once a month the group distributes the packs to schools, low-income families
and the homeless.  Today, they packed nearly 500 bags.  The group says it is 
filling a need most people do not think about on a day-to-day basis, “We just 
want to make sure no child or teen stays home because they do not have the 
items they need.”  The group accepts donations of feminine hygiene products.
Find out how you can lend a hand on wjhl.com.



Ballad Responds to State Requests
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.19

The region's largest hospital company continues to make its case for 
consolidating pediatric care.  Today, Ballad Health released its response to 
questions from the Tennessee Department of Health.  The department must 
decide whether to approve Ballad's plan to run the system's only neonatal 
intensive care unit in Johnson City while creating a network of pediatric 
emergency care centers.  Ballad said data proves the move will improve the 
quality of care.  Some oppose the plan because of increased travel time for 
patients.  In the just-released response, Ballad Health said the Niswonger 
Children's Hospital already receives NICU patients from as far away as a 2 
hour drive.  Ballad said, “Distances like this are not unusual for children's 
hospitals and certainly, in Tennessee, fairly typical with respect to the 
regional perinatal centers – of which there are only five.”

Alzheimer's Blood Test
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.22.19



New research published in the journal “Nature Medicine” shows a simple 
blood test could detect the progression of Alzheimer's disease more than a 
decade before symptoms actually appear.  The test identifies a protein linked 
to damaged and dying brain cells.  Scientists found higher levels of this 
protein in people with Alzheimer's.  The research also shows these levels rose
rapidly over time.  Further study is needed before the blood test can be 
widely introduced.

Low-Dose Aspirin
Length:  :45
Format: Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

A new study suggests the risks of taking daily low-dose aspirin may outweigh
the benefits for people who do not have heart problems.  It found people 
without heart trouble who took a daily low-dose aspirin had a lower risk of 
heart attack, stroke and death.  But the daily dose increased their risk of 
bleeding in the gut or skull.  Low-dose aspirin taken daily is often 
recommended for people with heart trouble, despite the known risks of 
gastrointestinal or intracranial bleeding.  Scientific studies have shown 
aspirin's proven benefit in helping prevent a second heart attack or stroke in 
high-risk patients.  However, the controversy surrounds the use of aspirin to 
prevent a first heart attack or stroke in low risk patients.

Cancer Tests
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.19

Bloomberg reports DNA testing company 23 and Me said it got approval for 
a consumer cancer test.  The test is for a rare, hereditary, colorectal cancer 
syndrome.  It's the company's second test associated with cancer risk.  Last 
year the company began offering a report on genetic variants associated with 
an increased risk of breast cancer in two genes.  The newest test does not 
replace standard colon cancer screening.

Gum Disease & Alzheimer's 
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.25.19

A new study in the journal Science Advances suggests the bacteria that 
causes gingivitis could play a “central role” in the progression  of 
Alzheimer's.  Researchers examined the brain tissue from patients with the 
neuro-degenerative disease.  They found toxic enzymes caused by the 
bacteria in more than 90% of the samples.  Brains with higher levels of the 
bacteria also had elevated amounts of two Alzheimer's-linked proteins.  
Doctors say more research is needed.

Sleep & Alzheimer's
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.25.19

A new study says lack of sleep speeds up Alzheimer's-related brain damage.  
Researchers at Washington University in St. Louis found sleep disruption 
increased levels of the key Alzheimer's protein “tau” and caused the protein 
to spread rapidly.  Researchers suggest good sleep habits could help preserve 
brain health.

Lee County Hospital
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.29.19

It now appears Ballad Health will open the hospital in Lee County, a county 
that's been without a hospital for nearly 6 years.  That's according to a Lee 
County Hospital Authority Commissioner who told us the authority voted 
tonight to accept an offer by Ballad Health to open the hospital.  The 
commissioner also told us the group voted to officially end its previous 
contractual agreement with another company called Americore.  That's set to 
be terminated February 1.  Americore was chosen by the authority to reopen 
Lee County Hospital with Wellmont Health System closed in 2013.  We do 
not know at this time what services Ballad Health would provide at the 
hospital or when it will reopen.



Ibuprofen Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.31.19

We have an important recall for parents of small children.   Drug maker Tris 
Pharma is expanding its recall of infant ibuprofen.  The product is sold under 
Walmart, CVS and Family Dollar brands.  Affected lots of the oral 
suspension drops may contain ibuprofen concentrations as high as 10 percent 
above the specified limit.  The drug maker says toxicity is typically a concern
when levels are 700% higher than the recommended dose.  

National Heart Month
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.1.19

Today marks the beginning of National Heart Month.  To bring awareness to 
heart health, the American Heart Association donated red caps to babies born 
at Ballad Health Hospitals.  The Little Hats with Big Hearts campaign also 
distributed red hats to babies at hospitals across the state, “If we can get 
people and babies when they're young to be more fit, to be more active and 
more aware of what their numbers are, then we're hoping that we can combat 
that.”  Today also marks National Wear Red Day.  It's an effort to raise 
awareness about the seriousness of heart disease, which is the number one 
killer among women.



Cancer Millennials
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.4.19

A new study by the American Cancer Society links the obesity epidemic to 
higher cancer rates in young adults.  Researchers say the rates for 6 of the 12 
obesity-related cancers increased significantly in people 25 to 49, compared 
to older adults.  The risk of colo-rectal, pancreatic and gall bladder cancers in
millennials was about double the rate that baby boomers faced at the same 
age. 

Obesity & Cancer
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.5.19

New research shows young adults in the United States are facing a greater 
risk of developing cancers related to obesity and at a faster rate than previous 
generations.  The new analysis from the American Cancer Society tracked 
dozens of state registries and found a rising cancer risk for millennials and 
generation x-ers who are obese.  The study shows a surprising jump for six 
obesity related cancers in young adults 25 to 49 years old – colorectal, 



uterine, gallbladder, kidney, pancreatic and cancer of the bone marrow.  The 
study shows millennials face about double the risk their baby boomer parents 
did for some obesity related cancers affecting the digestive and reproductive 
systems.  Experts point out it's possible to buck the trend by eating healthier 
and working out more at an earlier age.  The World Health Organization 
warns obesity has reached epidemic proportions globally, with millennials on
track to being one of the heaviest generations on record.

 Elizabethton Flu Closure
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

Some schools will be closed tomorrow because of illness.  Elizabethton City 
Schools will be closed tomorrow and Friday because of the spread of flu and 
other viruses.  Knox County Schools – one of the largest systems in 
Tennessee, also closed for the rest of the week.  School leaders told us a 
significant amount of teachers and students have been out sick.  While the 
schools are out – staff will continue to clean and disinfect the schools.

Ballad Flu Restrictions
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Chantel Batista
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.19



A surge in flu cases forced health officials to place restrictions on visitation at
all Ballad Hospitals.  Hospitals are asking people who have flu-like 
symptoms, anyone younger than 18 and groups larger than 2 adults per 
patients to refrain from visiting hospitals.  The move comes after a high 
number of flu cases have been detected in the area.  Health experts hope the 
restrictions will help prevent spread of the flu.  Since October 1st, Ballad 
Health reported 944 cases of the flu.  Director of Infection Prevention Jamie 
Swift said half of those were reported last week, “We have had milder 
numbers compared to last year, but what we do see is that H1N1 can cause 
severe illness in children.  So that's really why we are asking to limit people 
coming into the hospital.  We don't want children to be exposed to visitors 
and we also don't want children coming in and possibly being exposed to 
someone who is sick.”  Ballad Health officials stress that if a child's school is 
closed due to illness, the best thing a parent can do to prevent possible spread
is to keep their child at home.  Ballad Health says it will monitor flu numbers
daily and once flu numbers decline, it will lift visitation restrictions.  

Meningitis
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

A confirmed case of meningitis has been reported at an area school.  One 
hour ago, the Greene County School System confirmed a student at Chuckey 
Doak Middle School was diagnosed.  In a letter to parents, the school system 
said the student is being treated and is recovering.  The letter also said the 
regional health department is not recommending antibiotics at this time, even 
for those who have had close contact with the student.



Ballad COPA Meeting
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.19

One year after the merger that created Ballad Health, the State of Tennessee 
asked for the public's take tonight on the impact of the first-of-its kind health 
care deal.  Today, the merger received the overwhelming support of the 
region's business leaders.  Tonight, it received a different response from 
people who attended the meeting.   Dozens spoke to the local advisory 
council overseeing Ballad Health.  Community members contend that a lack 
of health care competition is limiting access to care, “Why would you want to
take away access to important trauma care?  It represents a serious threat to 
life.”  Those speaking also noted how the merger is negatively impacting 
employees, “I see physicians leaving everyday.  I see nurses leaving 
everyday.”  One person claimed there's been pay grade decreases, and 
another said incentives for some certifications have been eliminated, “The 
percentage of certified nurses will decline, quality of care will decline, 
patient safety will be compromised and the ability to recruit nurses will also 
decline.”  One patient spoke about long wait times, “I had symptoms and 
signs of a stroke.  I had to wait in the ER for over 26 hours.”  Teresa Allgood 
told the crowd she's now paying $10,000 more for the same infusion 
treatment, “ There's no competition in this area.  I have nowhere else to go to 
get this treatment.”  A member of the local COPA Advisory Council said the 
council is listening, “There will be some more investigations and 
conversations I know with Ballad Health and with the community.”  The 
local advisory council now has 30 days to prepare a report on what it heard 
tonight.  The community can continue to submit comments through Monday 
via email.  You may find the address on wjhl.com



Insulin Pill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.8.19

MIT researchers invented a high-tech pill that could one day put an end to 
insulin injections for people with diabetes.  Once swallowed, the pill 
gradually dissolves then injects insulin or other medicines directly into the 
stomach wall.  It successfully lowered blood sugar levels in pigs.  
Researchers hope to begin human testing within three years.  They say the 
oral pill could also replace injections for people with cancer or other diseases.

Breast Cancer Deaths
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

New research, released today, shows mammograms and advances in 
treatment for breast cancer have saved the lives of over half a million women.
Those advances include better understanding of the science behind the 
disease and targeted treatments.  However, when to start breast cancer 
screening and how often are sources of debate.  The American Cancer 
Society suggests women 40 to 44 should have a choice to start annual 
mammograms.  Women 45 to 54 should be screened every year.  It's 



estimated only about half of the women in the United States over the age of 
40 receive regular mammography screenings.

Processed Foods
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporting:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.19

A new study reveals you could be shortening your life by eating too many 
ultra-processed foods.  That includes snacks, boxed desserts and ready-to-eat 
or heat and eat convenience meals.  Research suggests Americans have a 
14% higher risk of early death with each 10% increase in consuming super-
processed foods.  Eating to many ultra-processes foods is also linked to 
chronic illnesses like cancer and cardiovascular disease.  The International 
Journal of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity found that 61% of an 
American adult's diet is from ultra-processed foods.  To help avoid the 
dangers of that diet, experts say to thoroughly check food labels.  If you see a
long list of ingredients you've never heard of, that might be a good sign to 
choose something else. 

Ballad Performance
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.19



Ballad Health says it surpassed expectations in quality, financial 
performance, and capital investments over the past six months.  Ballad was 
formed when Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System 
merged.  Ballad said it has seen “significant improvements in objective 
qualify measures.”  CEO Alan Levine says Ballad also has made strong 
financial performance improvements as well.  The full report is on our 
website, wjhl.com.

Lee County Hospital
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.15.19

The Lee County Hospital Authority says it has voted to accept Ballad 
Health's Letter of Intent to reopen the county's only hospital.  The hospital 
closed in 2013 and Americore has plans to reopen the hospital last year but 
those plans fell through.  Ballad Health recently stepped up and said it was 
willing to pen the hospital even if it cost the system money.

Diet Drinks – Stroke Risk
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.18.19



A new study published by the American Heart Association finds a possible 
link between diet drinks and an increased risk of stroke in post-menopausal 
women.  Researchers found women who consumed two or more artificially 
sweetened drinks per day were 31% more likely to have a stroke caused by a 
blocked artery.  The Heart Association says water is the best no-calorie 
alternative.  The International Sweeteners Association says low-calorie 
sweeteners are thoroughly testing and regulatory bodies have confirmed their 
safety.

Doctor Dementia Research
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.19.19

A doctor from James H. Quillen VA Medical Center recently had her research
published in the Journal of the American Medical Association.  Dr. Valerie 
Wilson is the director of the geriatrics and memory loss clinics.  For six 
years, she has worked on a team studying links between treatment for blood 
pressure and dementia.  The findings showed people with hypertension who 
received intensive treatment to lower their blood pressure were less likely to 
develop minor memory and thinking problems that often progress to 
dementia than those who received standard blood pressure treatment.  Dr. 
Wilson told us, “This is really exciting because this is the first study to show 
an intervention to actually reduce the risk of cognitive impairment over time. 
It's really exciting because if we can prevent people from developing 
dementia in the first place, that is the ultimate goal.”  Wilson said she is 
excited to see how the research could affect the veteran patient population.  



Young Blood Warning
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.19.19

The Food and Drug Administration is warning consumers that buying blood 
infusions from young blood donors to improve health is a bad idea.  The idea 
that infusions of young blood could slow aging has been around for more 
than a decade.  The FDA commissioner noted that such treatments have no 
proven clinical benefits and are potentially harmful.  Not only is this 
ineffective, but it can be deadly.  A few dozen deaths are reported to the FDA 
each year.

Flu Season
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.19

Health officials nationally said flu season has not reached its peak yet.  
Despite a milder season this year, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says flu activity this past week was the highest it has been all 
season.  The age group most at risk is those 65 and older.  Flu season 
typically runs through March.  Kingsport City Schools will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday due to illness.  Unicoi County Schools announced it 
will close Monday through Wednesday.



New Sunscreen Regulations
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.25.19

The Food and Drug Administration is proposing new regulations for most 
sunscreens in the United States.  The proposal calls for more research to 
determine the safety of 12 chemical ingredients.  It would also require 
products with an SPF of 15 or greater to offer broad-spectrum protection 
against UVA and UVB rays, which can cause cancer.  The American 
Academy of Dermatology recommends water-resistant, broad spectrum 
sunscreens with an SPF of 30 or higher.

Rare Disease Day
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.27.19

Tomorrow is marked as Rare Disease Day.  It's estimated about 30 million 
Americans suffer with a rare disease.  Scientists and families want to raise 
awareness.  Joey Tanella is 8 years old.  He has galactosemia, which happens 
in about 1 in 50,000 births.  The rare genetic metabolic disorder is life 
threatening because it affects the body's ability to process a sugar called 



galactose.  The only treatment is to avoid foods that contain galactose or 
lactose, found in all dairy products.  There are about 7,000 rare diseases and 
many like galactosemia do not have any FDA approved treatments.  That is 
something researchers and families hope will change with more awareness 
and funding.  Families hope sharing their stories on Rare Disease Day will 
raise awareness, improve treatments and help other families dealing with rare
diseases.

Blood Pressure Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.1.19

Camber Pharmaceuticals is recalling 87 lots of the blood pressure drug 
Losartan due to traces of a potential carcinogen.  The affected products come 
in 20, 50 and 100 milligram doses.  The company urges customers to consult 
with their doctor before stopping treatment.  Since 2018, there have been at 
least 19 recalls of versions of the drug over cancer fears.  

Social Media Calories
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.5.19



New research suggests social media influences may sway kids to eat more 
calories.  The study in the Journal Pediatrics says children who saw an 
influence with unhealthy foods consumed 26% more total calories than kids 
who saw influences with non food products.  The also ate more calories from 
unhealthy snacks.

Ketamine
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  5pm
Air Date  3.7.19

United States health officials approved a new treatment for people with 
severe depression.  Tuesday, the Food and Drug Administration cleared a 
nasal spray for patients who failed to find relief with older antidepressants.  
The medication is related to the mind-altering drug Ketamine.  The new drug 
from Johnson and Johnson acts on different brain chemicals than decades old 
antidepressants like Prozac.  The Illuminate Ketamine Center in Kingsport 
has been offering treatment with the drug since January and officials there 
say so far patients are experiencing successful results, “It's been amazing the 
improvement that these patients are achieving.  They within usually the first 
two to three treatments begin to have significant improvement.”  The 
Kingsport clinic currently offers only IV treatment with Ketamine, but 
officials said they may add the nasal version in the future.

Dieting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.8.19

A new report suggests yo-yo dieting may increase a woman's risk of heart 
disease.  Researchers found women who lost and regained at least 10 pounds 
in a year were less likely to score well on the American Heart Association's 
Simple 7.  It's a list of 7 important heart disease risk factors which include: 
body mass, cholesterol, blood pressure, blood sugar, smoking, physical 
activity and diet.  The report revealed the more episodes of yo-yo dieting, the 
worse the women scored.

Ballad – Flu Numbers
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.19

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says the United States 
continues to see increased flu activity.  The CDC says east Tennessee is 
higher compared to other regions in the state – seeing 1520 total regional 
patients last week.  Ballad Health told us its hospitals recently experienced a 
decrease in cases – 167 last week.  Enhanced visitation restrictions are now 
lifted at Ballad Hospitals.  

Obesity Rates
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

March is National Nutrition Month.  The Tennessee Department of Health 
hopes people in the Volunteer State will use it to spring forward to better 
health.  Tennessee had the 15th highest adult obesity rate in the country in 
2017 at over 32%.   That is an increase of nearly 60% from the year 2000 
when it was 20.9%.  It is even worse for teenagers.  Thirty-nine percent of 
high school students in Tennessee were overweight or obese in 2017.  To 
combat obesity, the Tennessee Department of Health encourages substituting 
water for sodas or sports drinks, eating healthier foods and getting more 
physical activity.  

Opioid Prescriptions
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.14.19

New research shows a 50% drop in monthly prescribing of opioids to new 
patients.  A Harvard Medical School study analyzed more than 86 million 
patients over 5 years.  The study also found despite the decrease, some 
doctors still prescribe prescription pain killers at concerning dosages and 
length of time, while others do not prescribe them at all, suggesting some 
patients may not be getting adequate pain treatment. 



Flood Allergy Concerns
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.15.19

Spring is right around the corner and with that warmer weather also comes 
unwanted allergies.  Our region is known to have a lot of mold due to already
high moisture levels.  That raises the question will those levels worsen due to
last month's record rainfall and standing water left behind.  Experts say once 
the ground starts to dry, that's when sinus-related issues will begin.  Higher 
counts of pollen are also being detected with poplar, cedar, and pine trees.

Aspirin
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.18.19

New guidelines recommend against taking daily low-dose aspirin to prevent 
strokes and heart attacks in healthy, older adults.  The age-old approach is no 
longer recommended for older adults who do not have a high risk of heart 
disease or who already have it.  The new guidelines say doctors may consider
aspirin for certain older high-risk patients, including those having trouble 
lowering their cholesterol or managing blood sugar.  That's as long as there is
no increased risk for internal bleeding.



Health Expo
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.20.19

Next month you have the opportunity to take advantage of free health 
services.  Mark your calendar for the Appalachian College of Pharmacy's 
Appalachian Expo and Health Fair.  The event will take place Saturday, April 
6.  Some of the services offered at the health fair will include:  cholesterol 
checks, blood sugar checks, blood pressure readings and vision screenings.  
The health fair runs from 10 until 3 and will take place on the Appalachian 
College of Pharmacy Campus at Oakwood.

Joggin' for the Noggin
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.19

This morning, more than 400 people put on their running shoes in Limestone 
to raise money for brain injury patients.  Participants took part in the 8th 
annual Joggin' for the Noggin 5K at the Crumley House during brain injury 
awareness month.  The Crumley House is a non-profit brain injury 
rehabilitation center.  Organizers tell us it is events like this that help keep the
doors open year-round, “The Crumley House has been here for 27 years, and 
the community has always supported us in our fundraisers.  We are very, very



grateful.”  Kasey Marler served as master of ceremonies for the event.  
Organizers hope to have raised $10,000 through this year's event.

Health Matters – Colon Cancer
Length:  1:50
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Sara Diamond
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.25.19

The American Cancer Society says colon cancer is the second highest cause 
of death from cancer in the United States.  Fifty thousand people will die this 
year from complications due to colon cancer.  Luckily, it's the kind of cancer 
that can be treated and prevented.  Whether it's screening, diagnosis or 
treatment, doctors at Holston Medical Group make sure they provide the best 
care.  Doctors say there are very few symptoms of colon cancer.  Usually 
they come late – after the cancer is very well developed.  Those symptoms 
include abdominal pain, anemia, iron deficiency, and fatigue.  Dr. Dallas 
Shone and the staff at HMG make sure they are up to date on the latest 
techniques and treatments to give their patients the best possible outcome.  
They also make sure their patients know the risk factors, “The biggest risk 
factor is really genetics.  If anyone in your family has had colon cancer or 
colon polyps, you really should pay closer attention.”  Obesity, a sedentary 
lifestyle and alcohol are also risk factors.  

Ballad Infectious Disease
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  3.26.19

Treating infectious diseases was the topic of conversations this morning by 
Ballad Health at Bristol Regional Medical Center.  The conference focused 
on highly infectious disease preparedness.  Doctors from around the world 
spoke about their experience and how to prepare for any disease that may 
impact the community locally, nationally and globally.  Swift stressed that 
this conference is to make sure doctors and physicians are aware of diseases 
and how to prevent them.  She said that the community can do their part by 
being aware, getting vaccinated and washing your hands.

Breast Implant Dangers
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Zack Irby
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.26.19

The Food and Drug Administration met for a second day today to address the 
possible risks of breast implants.  Reports to the FDA show of 457 cancer 
cases, at least 310 happened with textured implants.  Most women are cured 
after doctors take the implants out.  The FDA and other regulators around the 
world have been grappling with how to manage a recently confirmed link to  
a rare cancer and thousands of unconfirmed claims.  The agency said it would
begin studying whether certain materials used in breast implants, metal hips 
and other devices can trigger health problems in patients. 

MS Drug



Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.27.19

A new drug that treats relapsing forms of Multiple Sclerosis will soon be 
available in the United States.  The Food and Drug Administration approved 
the use of Mayzent.  It is the first and only oral drug specifically designed to 
treat active, secondary progressive MS in adults.  The condition is 
characterized by neurological symptoms that significantly worsen over time.

Spring Allergies
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.29.19

As spring temperatures arrive, many are preparing for suffering, thanks to 
allergies.  Dr. Phillip Jones, an allergist, told us we are in the midst of allergy 
season in our region.  His colleague, Dr. Lance Potter, are helping sufferers at
The Allergy, Asthma and Sinus Center in Johnson City.  They told us they are
seeing more people coming in to seek relief from allergies.  They advise that 
ahead of the allergy season, people begin taking allergy pills or using nose 
sprays.  On high pollen days, doctors recommend allergy sufferers stay 
indoors, especially in the morning hours.  If that does not help, the doctors 
say you may need to make an appointment with your doctor or allergist.  
They also advise not to believe the myths surrounding spring allergies, 
“Local honey really does  not help with that.  It won't hurt you.  I always tell 



people to continue but it probably won't help.  Dr. Jones told us tree pollen 
problems continue into early April and grass pollen into May.  



 

  



       



 



 

  




