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Issues/Program information for the fourth quarter 2020 for NJPR

During this period New Jersey Public Radio (WNJT Trenton, WNJP Sussex, 
WNJY Netcong and WNJO Toms River) broadcast the following programs 
which provided treatment of issues relevant to the community: 

All Things Considered Weekdays 4:00-6:30 PM, 7:00-
7:30 PM; Saturdays & Sundays 
5:00-6:00 PM

1A Weekdays 2:00-3:00PM 

Morning Edition Weekdays 5:00-9:00 AM

The Brian Lehrer Show Weekdays 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM

The Takeaway Weekdays 3:00-4:00 PM

New Jersey News Weekdays 7:30-8:00 PM

Weekend Edition Saturdays 8:00-10:00 AM, 
Sundays 8:00-11:00 AM

The most significant treatment of community issues was provided through 
programming in The Brian Lehrer Show. The schedule below describes the 
time, date, duration, and title of the programming giving significant 
treatment to these issues and identifies the issues given significant treatment 
with respect to each program.

The community issues given significant treatment in this quarter include:

2020, Abolition, Activism, Aging, Albany, Amazon, Amy Coney Barrett, Arts, Biography, Books, Brooklyn, Cannabis, 
Census, Civil Rights, Civil War, Class, Climate Change, Community, Congress, COVID-19, Criminal Justice Reform, 
Democratic Party, Design, Drug Policy, Economy, Education, Election 2020, Environment, Ethics, Family, Fascism, 
Film, Food, Gender, Governor Cuomo, Halloween, Health, Healthcare, History, Holidays, Housing, Humor, 
Immigration, Joe Biden, Kids, Labor, LGBTQ People, Life, Local Politics, Local WNYC, Long Island, Mayor De Blasio, 
Media, Mental Health, Music, Mutual Aid, National News, National Security, Native Americans, New Jersey, News, 
NYC Election 2021, NYPD, Parenting, Police Reform, Politics, Poverty, Prisons, Protests, Queens, Race, Racism, 
Relationships, Relief Bill, Religion, Republican Party, Restaurants, Science, Shopping, Small Businesses, Social 
Justice, Space, State Politics, Supreme Court, Taxes, Transportation, Trump, Unemployment, Unions, Vaccine, 
Veterans, Voting, Weather, Women, World News
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The Brian Lehrer Show – Weekdays at 10:00AM (duration: 2 hours)

Show Summaries and Issues Given Treatment

Fourth Quarter 2020

Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/31/20 New Year's Eve 
'Best-Of': Robert 
Caro; Buzz Aldrin; 
Bishop Michael 
Curry; Local 
Geniuses

Books, Arts, 
Health, History, 
Life, Music, 
Politics, Race, 
Religion, 
Science, Social 
Justice, Space

Say good-bye to 2020 with some favorite interviews, 
including: Robert Caro, the author, most recently, of 
Working (Knopf, 2019), shares stories and insights 
from his work writing Pulitzer Prize-winning 
biographies of Robert Moses and Lyndon Johnson. 
Astronaut and rocket scientist Buzz Aldrin is an 
advocate for the exploration of Mars -- in fact, he 
hopes people will live on Mars one day. He talks 
about his vision for a new generation of space 
explorers and his new children's book, Welcome to 
Mars: Making a Home on the Red Planet (National 
Geographic Children's Books, 2015). Michael Curry, 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, talks about 
his new book, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope 
in Troubling Times (Avery, 2020). Plus, six New York- 
and New Jersey-based 2020 MacArthur Fellows:  
Brooklyn's N. K. Jemisin, science fiction writer and 
the author of The City We Became: A Novel (Orbit, 
2020); Brooklyn's Cécile McLorin Salvant, singer, 
composer and visual artist; Montclair's Nanfu Wang, 
documentary filmmaker whose most recent film is 
"One Child Nation"; Brooklyn's Jacqueline Woodson, 
the author of the National Book Award-winning 
Brown Girl Dreaming (Nancy Paulsen Books, 2014) 
and her latest, Before the Ever After (Nancy Paulsen 
Books, 2020);  Scientist Mohammad R. 
Seyedsayamdost, associate professor in Princeton 
University’s department of chemistry; New York's 
Fred Moten, cultural theorist, poet and professor in 
the department of performance studies at NYU's 
Tisch School of the Arts. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/30/20 Year-End History 
Dive

History, 
Biography, 
Spanish Flu, 
Life, Great 
Migration, 
Design, 
Abolition, Civil 
Rights, Rock and 
Roll, Music, NYC 
History, Race

As 2020 draws to a close, enjoy this dive into history 
with some of our favorite guests: Kenneth C. Davis, 
author of the "Don't Know Much About" series and 
the young adult history, More Deadly Than War: The 
Hidden History of the Spanish Flu and the First 
World War (Henry Holt and Co., 2018), talks about 
one unintended consequence of the 1918 Spanish 
Flu epidemic. As part of the Books That Changed My 
Mind series, hear from two historians who wrote 
mind-changing books: Isabel Wilkerson (The Warmth 
of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great 
Migration) and Stephanie Coontz (The Way We 
Never Were: American Families and The Nostalgia 
Trap). From water tanks to public school door knobs, 
from the Anthora coffee cup to the black and white 
cookie, Sam Roberts, urban affairs correspondent for 
The New York Times, and now the author of A 
History of New York in 101 Objects (Simon & 
Schuster, 2014), presents a history of the five 
boroughs through intriguing artifacts. David Blight, 
professor of American history and director of the 
Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition at Yale University, talks 
about his book Frederick Douglass: Prophet of 
Freedom (Simon & Schuster, 2018). Stokely 
Carmichael was a controversial figure in black rights, 
straddling both the non-violent and Black Panther 
movements. In his biography of Carmichael, Stokely: 
A Life, Peniel Joseph, now professor of history and 
director of the Center for the Study of Race and 
Democracy at the University of Texas at Austin and 
the author of The Sword and the Shield: The 
Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and Martin Luther 
King Jr. (Basic Books, 2020), traces Carmichael’s life 
and what it says about the struggles for black power. 
Ann Powers, NPR Music critic and correspondent, 
talks about the evolution of popular music in 
America and her book, Good Booty: Love and Sex, 
Black and White, Body and Soul in American Music 
(Dey Street Books, 2017). 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/29/20 A Year-End History 
Quiz

History, Quiz, 
Call-In, Politics, 
2020, Life

2020 was a year for the history books. For today's 
show, Kenneth C. Davis, author of the "Don't Know 
Much About History" series and most recently, 
Strongman: The Rise of Five Dictators and the Fall of 
Democracy (Henry Holt and Co., 2020), brings his 
best historical quiz questions for the listeners, from 
OTHER important eras of American history, including 
questions on civics, one-term presidents and more.

12/28/20 Monday Morning 
Politics; 2020 
Mayoral Race & 
Crime; COVID 
Dreaming

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Psychology, 
Mental Health, 
Health, Science, 
NYC Election 
2021, 2020

Gabriel Debenedetti, national correspondent at New 
York Magazine, talks about the upcoming Georgia 
Senate runoffs, and how Trump politics and tactics 
are coming into play even as the sun sets on his 
presidency. FAQ NYC co-hosts Harry Siegel, Daily 
News columnist and Daily Beast senior editor, and 
Christina Greer, political science professor at 
Fordham University, politics editor at The Grio and 
the author of Black Ethnics (Oxford University Press, 
2013), talk about how the leading mayoral 
candidates say they will approach rising violent 
crime in the city. Kelly Bulkeley, a psychologist of 
religion who specializes in dream research, director 
of the Sleep and Dream Database, author of several 
books on dreaming, including An Introduction to the 
Psychology of Dreaming (Praeger, 2017), talks about 
how the pandemic has changed and informed the 
way we dream. Plus, your calls on your nightmares, 
stress dreams, and good dreams this year. As part of 
WNYC's 2020 Time Capsule, listeners call in and 
share the ways of life that at the start of the 
pandemic seemed like unthinkable risks to take, but 
now feel normal. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/27/20 WNYC's Time 
Capsule Call-In 
Special

Local WNYC, 
Time Capsule, 
2020, Arts, 
COVID-19, 
Protests, 
Election, 
Politics, Media

Today, we'll talk to WNYC voices who played a role 
in telling those stories on the air, and hear stories 
from listeners about how they navigated this 
consequential year. On today's program: Zoe Azulay 
and Amina Srna, producers at the Brian Lehrer Show 
who have been taking your calls all year, reflect on 
what it's been like to talk to listeners. Zoe wrote a 
piece about how your voices helped her through 
2020, and put together a montage of calls that paint 
a good picture of the year. Brooke Gladstone, co-
host of WNYC's On The Media, talks about how the 
news covered the pandemic, the election, and the 
intersection of the two. WNYC's Gwynne Hogan and 
Kai Wright discuss the big ideas about racial justice 
sparked by the police killing of George Floyd and the 
groundswell of protests against police violence that 
moved the conversation. Oskar Eustis, artistic 
director of the Public Theater, talks about what's 
next for the performing arts, an industry among the 
hardest hit by the pandemic. 

12/24/20 The President's 
Pardons; Big 
Changes to NYC 
Middle School 
Admissions; From 
'Problem' to 
'Model'; Your 
COVID Christmas 
Plan

Politics, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Education, 
School 
Admissions, 
Immigration, 
Race, Christmas, 
COVID-19

Andrea Bernstein, WNYC senior editor and co-host 
of the WNYC/Pro Publica podcast Trump, Inc. and 
the author of American Oligarchs: The Kushners, the 
Trumps, and the Marriage of Money and Power 
(W.W. Norton and Company, 2020), and Ilya Marritz, 
WNYC senior reporter and co-host of the WNYC/Pro 
Publica podcast Trump, Inc., talk about the 
president's pardons so far, including those for Jared 
Kushner's father and Paul Manafort, plus what legal 
consequences Donald Trump could face post-
presidency.  Sophia Chang, Gothamist and WNYC 
reporter, talks about the big changes the city 
announced for middle school admissions last week, 
including ending screens for this year, and 
eliminating district priority for high schools -- and 
listeners react. Arun Venugopal, senior reporter with 
WNYC's race & justice unit, talks about his family's 
story, which exemplifies how a generation of 
educated, well-off Indian immigrants were eased 
into American society after 1965, and how they fit 
into the fight for racial justice and immigration policy 
today. Listeners call in to share how scaled down (or 
not?) their Christmas plans are, as the coronavirus 
pandemic continues to surge in the holiday season.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/23/20 Election Reforms; 
Vaccine Hesitancy 
Among Black 
Americans; Blue 
Collar Voters and 
the Dems; Time 
Capsule: COVID 
Survivors

COVID-19, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, 
Elections, 
Health, Race, 
Vaccine, Social 
Justice

Franita Tolson, vice dean and law professor at USC 
specializing in election law, and Benjamin L. 
Ginsberg, veteran Republican election attorney who 
co-chaired the bipartisan 2013 Presidential 
Commission on Election Administration, talk about 
changes that could come for election law after 
President Trump has spent weeks trying to overturn 
the results of the election. The CDC says 
communities of color are a “critical population” to 
vaccinate. But what actionable steps are states 
taking to make sure people of color aren't 
overlooked? Caroline Chen, health care reporter for 
ProPublica, discusses her reporting, and Dr. Georges 
C. Benjamin, executive director of the American 
Public Health Association, talks about what public 
health should do. Lisa Lerer, New York Times 
reporter and CNN political analyst, looks at how 
blue-collar voters - especially but not only white 
blue-collar voters - continued the trend of voting 
Republican, and what this means for Democrats in 
the future. From the first "oh no" moment of 
thinking you might be sick, to the onset of 
symptoms, to the lingering aftereffects, getting sick 
with COVID-19 is an experience that defined 2020 
more than any other. In this WNYC Time Capsule 
segment, listeners call to describe what it was like to 
be sick with COVID-19 this year, and how they're 
doing in their recovery.

12/22/20 Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries; Nursing 
Homes Still in 
Crisis; Time 
Capsule: Ways of 
Life; Astronauts 
Live from the ISS

COVID-19, 
National News, 
Politics, Life, 
Health, Senior 
Citizens, 
Vaccine, 
Science, Space, 
Astronauts, 
2020

U.S. Representative Hakeem Jeffries (D, NY-8) talks 
about the coronavirus relief bill agreed upon in 
Congress and other national politics. Richard Mollot, 
executive director of the Long Term Care Community 
Coalition, talks about the roll-out of vaccinations to 
nursing homes, as well as the statistics showing that 
residents continue to be at great risk of contracting 
and dying from COVID-19, despite heightened 
precautions. Listeners call in and talk about the ways 
of life that they lost in 2020, when the coronavirus 
pandemic hit the New York area in March. Victor 
Glover, astronaut currently serving his first mission 
in space on the ISS, and Shannon Walker, returning 
astronaut, talk about the ISS mission, current 
research, and the future of humanity in space (LIVE 
from the International Space Station!). 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/21/20 Rep. Suozzi, 
Mayoral Candidate 
Shaun Donovan; 
Biden's EPA; Time 
Capsule: 
Businesses Lost

Environment, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, Long 
Island, COVID-
19, Economy, 
Unemployment, 
Small 
Businesses, 
Relief Bill, NYC 
Election 2021

Thomas Suozzi, U.S. Representative (D, NY-3), talks 
about what made it in -- and what was left out -- of 
the coronavirus relief bill, and more national news. 
Shaun Donovan, 2021 mayoral hopeful and former 
official in both the Bloomberg and Obama 
administrations, discusses his bid for NYC mayor in 
2021. Peggy Shepard, co-founder and executive 
director of WE ACT for Environmental Justice and 
Juliet Eilperin, Washington Post senior national 
affairs correspondent, covering policy changes to the 
government in the Trump administration, talk about 
EPA in the Biden administration and the extent to 
which environmental justice will be a priority. The 
Brian Lehrer Show and WNYC are putting together a 
time capsule to remember this strange and difficult 
year. Today, listeners call in to commemorate the 
beloved restaurants, retail, and all small business 
lost to COVID-19 this year.

12/18/20 Relief Bill Deadline; 
COVID Vaccine 
Updates; Ask the 
Mayor; Santa Claus 
Stops By

COVID-19, 
Vaccine, 
Coronavirus, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Christmas, 
Brooklyn, Kids

Jonathan Lemire, AP White House reporter, talks 
about the COVID relief bill in Congress, the Russian 
hack of government agencies and more national 
news. Angela Rasmussen, virologist and affiliate at 
the Georgetown Center for Global Health Science 
and Security, talks about the latest in vaccine news, 
including what side effects to expect, distribution 
speeds, and your calls if you've already been 
vaccinated. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes 
calls from listeners and discusses this week in NYC. 
With in-person visits harder to manage this year, 
Rannie Battle, Jr., AKA Santa Claus, a retired FDNY 
firefighter who portrays Santa at the Bed Stuy 
“Winter Wonderland,” takes calls from young 
listeners about their hopes for Christmas (presents).
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/17/20 The Brian Lehrer 
Show Throws a 
(Radio) Holiday 
Party! 

Holidays, 
Christmas, 
Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, 
Solstice, Winter, 
Storytelling, 
Music, Food, 
Restaurants, 
LGBTQ People, 
Humor, Life, 
Shopping

Jacqueline Lewis, senior minister at Middle 
Collegiate Church in the East Village, talks about 
celebrating Christmas in 2020, in the midst of loss 
and uncertainty including that of Middle Church's 
auditorium, recently destroyed by a fire. Andy 
Borowitz, author, comedian, and creator of The New 
Yorker's “Borowitz Report,” a satirical news column, 
talks about his holiday traditions and keeping a 
sense of humor during such a dark winter. Paul 
Winter, saxophonist, composer and bandleader of 
The Paul Winter Consort, shares some music and 
talks about this year's 41st Winter Solstice concert 
from St. John the Divine (on streaming video). Moji 
Alawode-El, freelance writer for The Root, talks 
about how she's celebrating Kwanzaa this year. 
Maricel Presilla, PhD, culinary historian, chef, 
restaurateur and the author of Gran Cocina Latina: 
The Food of Latin America (W. W. Norton & 
Company, 2012), offers a recipe and talks about the 
holidays and the closing her Hoboken restaurant due 
to the pandemic. David Sedaris, author and 
humorist, shares a story from his new collection of 
stories, The Best of Me (Little, Brown and Company, 
2020). Maeve Higgins, comedian and contributing 
writer for The New York Times, tries to stump us 
with questions from the new citizenship exam. John 
McWhorter, Columbia University linguistics 
professor, host of the Lexicon Valley podcast at Slate 
and contributing editor at The Atlantic, brings his 
holiday gift of some tricky language questions for 
listeners to try to answer. Imara Jones, founder and 
creator of Translash Media, Soros Equality fellow 
and journalist-in-residence at The Greene Space 
talks about the Shop Trans event at The Greene 
Space, as listeners call in to share their own retail 
offerings for holiday shopping.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/16/20 Legal Weed in NJ; 
Mayoral Candidate 
Carlos Menchaca; 
Bloomberg's DOT 
Commish on 
Buttigieg; Time 
Capsule: Memorial 
Calls

Transportation, 
National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, NYC 
Election 2021, 
New Jersey, 
Cannabis, 
COVID-19, Life, 
Grieving

Amanda Hoover, reporter at NJ Advance Media 
covering marijuana legalization, talks about how 
New Jersey is inching closer to allowing the sale of 
recreational cannabis. Carlos Menchaca, 2021 
mayoral hopeful and New York City Council Member 
(D-38, Sunset Park, Red Hook, Greenwood Heights, 
and portions of Borough Park, Dyker Heights and 
Windsor Terrace), discusses his bid for NYC mayor in 
2021. Janette Sadik-Khan, former Department of 
Transportation commissioner for New York City 
under the Bloomberg administration, principal at 
Bloomberg Associates and author of the book 
Streetfight: Handbook for an Urban Revolution 
(Penguin Books, 2017), talks about the news that 
President-elect Biden has nominated his former rival 
in the presidential campaign (and the former mayor 
of South Bend, Indiana) to be the next 
transportation secretary -- and what that means for 
the transportation and infrastructure needs of the 
New York area. The Brian Lehrer Show and WNYC 
are putting together a time capsule to remember 
this strange and difficult year. Today, listeners call in 
to pay tribute to a loved one they’ve lost from 
COVID but with whom they were unable to share 
final moments with due to pandemic restrictions. 
Together, we’ll mourn those we held dear but 
couldn't embrace, honor their memories and lament 
how we were robbed of making more - and preserve 
their stories in the time capsule, which will be 
opened up in ten years.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/15/20 COVID and Indoor 
Dining; Rep. 
Kathleen Rice; NYC 
Street Safety; Time 
Capsule: 
Democracy

COVID-19, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Restaurants, 
Streets, Vision 
Zero, Relief Bill, 
Transportation , 
Weather, 2020

This week, Gov. Cuomo ordered indoor dining to 
shut down in New York City and a new study in 
South Korea suggests that coronavirus spreads much 
faster and farther inside restaurants than previously 
thought.  Don Milton, MD, professor of 
environmental health at the University of Maryland 
School of Public Health, explains. U.S. 
Representative Kathleen Rice (D, NY-4), shares the 
latest on the coronavirus relief bill, plus reacts to 
some of the big news of the day, including Barr's 
resignation and President-elect Biden's message of 
unity. From outdoor dining to new bikers and 
drivers, more New Yorkers than ever competed for 
space on the city's (already crowded) streets this 
year. Stephen Nessen, who covers transportation for 
the WNYC Newsroom, and Ben Yakas, arts and 
culture editor for Gothamist and WNYC, talk about 
how the city has failed and succeeded in addressing 
street safety in 2020, and how an upcoming blizzard 
is about to make everything more complicated. The 
Brian Lehrer Show and WNYC are putting together a 
time capsule to remember this painful year. 
Listeners call in to share their hopes for our 
democracy after it was stressed and tested during 
the 2020 election. These calls will be placed in the 
time capsule to be opened in ten years.

12/14/20 Electors Vote; New 
Queens Borough 
President; Time 
Capsule

History, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Racism, Social 
Justice, COVID-
19, Vaccine, 
Queens, 2020

Anita Kumar, White House correspondent and 
associate editor at Politico and Rebecca Green, 
professor of law at William & Mary and co-director 
of its Election Law Program, talk about the latest 
national political news. Donovan Richards, new 
Queens Borough President, talks about his first full 
week in office -- his priorities and the issues facing 
the borough. Sydney Pereira, NYC reporter at 
Gothamist, and Caroline Lewis, frequent contributor 
to Gothamist, break down everything we know so 
far about when the COVID-19 vaccine is coming to 
the tri-state area and how to get it. Time Capsule:  
Listeners call in share their hopes for racial justice, to 
honor the lives of people lost due to systemic 
racism, and to hold space for their stories. These 
calls will be placed in the time capsule to be opened 
in ten years.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/11/20 Vaccine News; 
Friday Politics; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Time Capsule

Health, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Science, COVID-
19, Mayor de 
Blasio, History, 
Relief Bill 

Dr. Uché Blackstock, emergency medicine physician, 
founder & CEO of Advancing Health Equities and a 
Yahoo News medical contributor, talks about the 
latest on vaccines against SARS-CoV-2. Jonathan 
Alter, MSNBC analyst, co-host, Sirius XM Alter Family 
Politics, Daily Beast columnist and the author of His 
Very Best: Jimmy Carter, a Life (Simon & Schuster, 
2020), talks about the latest on the president's 
attempts to overturn the election and the stimulus 
bill, plus other news. New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. The Brian Lehrer Show and WNYC are 
putting together a time capsule to remember this 
strange and difficult year. Today, listeners call in to 
talk about someone they’ve lost from COVID. 
Together, we’ll honor our community’s loss, and 
hold space for their stories - and put them in the 
time capsule, which will be opened up in ten years.

12/10/20 Jonathan Capehart 
Talks National 
Politics; Food 
Delivery Workers 
Organize; Michael 
Eric Dyson; Shop 
Listener

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, Racism, 
History, 
Shopping, 
Holidays, Social 
Justice, Labor, 
Small Business

Jonathan Capehart, Pulitzer Prize-Winning journalist, 
opinion columnist and editorial board member of 
The Washington Post and now the new host of 
MSNBC’s The Sunday Show with Jonathan Capehart, 
which premieres this Sunday on MSNBC, talks about 
the latest political headlines and what viewers 
should expect from The Sunday Show. Josefa 
Velásquez, senior reporter for THE CITY, and Ligia 
Guallpa, director of the Workers Justice Project, talk 
about NYC food delivery workers and their demands 
for fair wages, bathroom access and places to 
shelter from the cold. Michael Eric Dyson, Vanderbilt 
professor, New York Times contributing opinion 
writer, and author of Long Time Coming: Reckoning 
with Race in America (St. Martin's Press, 2020), looks 
at America's long history of racism and talks about 
where to go from here. We continue our annual 
holiday gift guide as listeners call in to shout out 
their businesses, or another listener's business.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/9/20 National Politics; 
Staten Island BP 
Jimmy Oddo; TWU 
Head John 
Samuelsen; 
Community Well-
Being

National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, Health, 
COVID-19, 
Taxes, 
Transportation, 
Labor, Unions, 
Community, 
Immigration, 
Queens

Susan Glasser, staff writer for The New Yorker, CNN 
global affairs analyst and co-author, with Peter 
Baker, of The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life 
and Times of Jim Baker III (Doubleday, 2020), talks 
about the latest national political news. Staten Island 
has been hit hard by COVID in the second wave. 
Jimmy Oddo, Staten Island Borough President, talks 
about how his constituents are doing, and some of 
the resistance to COVID safety measures some 
people may have. John Samuelsen, president of 
Transport Workers Union Local 100, talks about the 
stock transfer tax as a way to avoid drastic cuts to 
transit service and workers. Listeners who 
contracted COVID-19 in the past month or so call in 
to share where they think they caught the virus. 
Manuel Castro, executive director of New Immigrant 
Community Empowerment (NICE), talks about his 
work dedicated to improving the lives of vulnerable 
immigrant workers in New York, with a focus on day 
laborers, domestic workers, and newly arrived 
immigrants. 

12/8/20 'Safe Harbor' Day; 
Mayoral Candidate 
Dianne Morales; 
NY's New 
Shutdown Triggers; 
COVID in Prisons; 
Community Well-
Being

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, COVID-
19, Prisons, 
Governor 
Cuomo, 
Vaccine, Health, 
NYC Election 
2021, Local 
Politics, New 
Jersey, Arts, 
Entertainment

What is "safe harbor day" and what does it mean for 
President Trump's efforts to undermine the results 
of the 2020 Election? Aaron Blake, Washington Post 
senior political reporter, discusses this and other 
national political news of the day. Dianne Morales, 
former nonprofit executive and 2021 mayoral 
hopeful, talks about her mayoral campaign. 
Elizabeth Kim, senior editor for Gothamist, talks 
about Gov. Cuomo's announcement that restrictions 
on businesses and activities, including indoor dining, 
would now be triggered by hospitalization capacity, 
rather than positivity rates. Keri Blakinger, staff 
writer at The Marshall Project, talks about the 
number of COVID-19 cases inside prisons and jails 
across the country, what is being done to mitigate 
the spread, and where incarcerated individuals fall in 
line of who gets vaccinated when. Tanya Veltz, 
founder of Tree House Cultural Arts & Entertainment 
Movement, a non-profit organization set out to 
improve sustainability and promote positive 
entertainment and arts, talks about her 
organization's work with for families in New Jersey.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/7/20 Rep. Meeks; COVID 
Latest; Prenatal 
Testing & Who Is 
Born; Community 
Well-Being

Health, National 
News, Politics, 
COVID-19, PPE, 
Vaccine, 
Community, 
Health, 
Economy, 
Ethics, Kids

Gregory Meeks, U.S. Representative (NY-5), 
discusses the latest talks on the next coronavirus 
relief bill, plus talks about his new role as chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. Wafaa El-
Sadr, university professor of epidemiology and 
medicine at Columbia University, the director of 
ICAP at Columbia University, and director of the 
Global Health Initiative at the Mailman School of 
Public Health, talks about the latest COVID surge, 
including how New York City is fighting the second 
wave, how people should be changing their behavior 
and the latest on the vaccine distribution. Sarah 
Zhang, staff writer for The Atlantic, talks about the 
rapidly evolving state of prenatal testing, and the 
impact it is already having on the number of children 
born with special needs and vulnerabilities. Rhonda 
Roland Shearer, founder of Art Science Research 
Laboratory (ASRL), a New York based, not-for-profit 
organization, talks about her decision to borrow 
more than $600,000 on a home equity line of credit 
to buy wholesale personal protective equipment for 
frontline workers during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

12/4/20 COVID-19 News 
Update; What 
Haaland's 
Appointment 
Would Mean for 
Native Americans; 
Ask the Mayor; 
MTA Update; 
Community Well-
Being: Keeping 
Queens Resilient

National News, 
News, Politics, 
COVID-19, 
Mayor de Blasio 
, Community, 
Native 
Americans, 
Environment, 
Transportation, 
MTA

Dara Kass, MD, emergency medicine physician at 
Columbia University Medical Center and Yahoo 
News medical contributor, talks about the latest 
numbers and the latest on vaccine development and 
distribution. Julian Brave NoiseCat, vice president of 
policy and strategy with Data for Progress, narrative 
change director of the Natural History Museum, and 
a fellow of the Type Media Center, NDN Collective, 
and the Center for Humans and Nature, talks about 
the potential for Rep. Deb Haaland to be appointed 
the first-ever Native American Cabinet Secretary, 
and what it would mean for Native American 
communities and environmental policy. New York 
City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners 
and discusses this week in NYC. The MTA is in dire 
financial straits, since ridership has plunged during 
the pandemic. WNYC transportation reporter 
Stephen Nessen talks about what the agency is 
seeking from the federal government -- and what 
will happen if it doesn't get it. Denean Ferguson, co-
chair of Queens Recovery & Resiliency/FRANC and 
director special projects at Arverne Church of God, 
talks about working with her community through 
challenges and tragedies from Super Storm Sandy to 
COVID-19.
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12/3/20 NYC's 2021 
Elections; Rep. 
Adriano Espaillat; 
How to Improve 
Remote Learning; 
Ode to NYC

Politics, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
COVID-19, 
Congress, 
Health, Life, 
NYC 2021 
Elections, Local 
Politics, 
Education, Race, 
Community

Christina Greer, political science professor at 
Fordham University, host of the podcast FAQNYC, 
politics editor at The Grio and author of Black 
Ethnics (Oxford University Press, 2013) and Gloria 
Pazmino, politics reporter at Spectrum News New 
York 1, talk about next year's municipal elections 
and the start of ranked choice voting in the June 
primary. Adriano Espaillat, U.S. Representative (D, 
NY-13), talks about the COVID surge in his district 
(and everywhere), plus the latest on where the next 
coronavirus relief bill stands, as economic aid to 
millions of people is about to run out and the 
pandemic is still wreaking havoc on people's health 
and the economy. Christopher Emdin, associate 
professor at Columbia University's Teachers College 
and the author of For White Folks Who Teach in the 
Hood... and the Rest of Y'all Too: Reality Pedagogy 
and Urban Education (Beacon Press, 2016), discusses 
improving remote learning and addressing racial 
disparities affecting NYC public school students 
during the pandemic. Ben Yakas, arts and culture 
editor for Gothamist and WNYC and Jen Carlson, 
Gothamist editorial director, join to talk about 
Gothamist's new project Dear NYC which aims to 
record the many reasons why New Yorkers love New 
York City.
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12/2/20 Progressives and 
the Biden 
Appointments; 
Mayoral Hopeful 
Raymond McGuire; 
ICE Detainees on 
Hunger Strike in 
NJ; Conflict in 
Ethiopia

News, Politics, 
Social Justice, 
Joe Biden, 
World News, 
Immigration, 
COVID-19, 
Health, Prisons, 
Racism, 
Environment

Katrina vanden Heuvel, editorial director and 
publisher of The Nation magazine, discusses Biden’s 
cabinet picks and where progressives go from here. 
Raymond McGuire, former Citigroup executive and 
mayoral hopeful, talks about his views on the issues 
facing NYC. WNYC reporter Matt Katz talks about his 
recent reporting on a COVID outbreak at the 
Elizabeth Detention Center, ICE detainees on hunger 
strike, and why NJ Democrats are reversing their 
stance to continue jailing NYC immigrants. Ethiopia 
appears to have quickly won a civil war in its 
northernmost province of Tigray. Tom Gardner, 
Addis Ababa correspondent for The Economist, goes 
over its timeline and what it means to the country's 
prime minister Abiy Ahmed, who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize just one year ago. Heather Butts, 
assistant professor at Long Island University, lecturer 
at Columbia University School of Public Health, and 
co-founder and executive director of H.E.A.L.T.H. for 
Youths, talks about her organization's work with at-
risk youth.

12/1/20 Public Health vs 
Religious Freedom; 
The Thanksgiving 
Surge; Will You Pay 
Rent This Month?; 
Community Well-
Being

News, Health, 
COVID-19, 
Housing, 
Supreme Court, 
Religion, 
Census, 
Immigration, 
New Jersey, 
Women

Emily Bazelon, staff writer for The New York Times 
Magazine, talks about recent and upcoming court 
rulings regarding restrictions on religious gatherings, 
the census count, and election results in 
Pennsylvania. Leana Wen, emergency physician, 
professor at George Washington University, 
contributing columnist for The Washington Post, 
CNN medical analyst, and former Baltimore Health 
Commissioner, talks about whether a post-
Thanksgiving surge in virus cases is inevitable, and 
what we can do to prepare. Millions of Americans 
face an eviction crisis as the federal and state 
moratorium is set to expire on New Year’s Eve. 
Judith Goldiner, attorney-in-charge at The Legal Aid 
Society’s Civil Law Reform Unit, talks about what 
lawmakers can offer residents now, and takes your 
calls. Allison James-Frison, founder and CEO of Girls; 
Live, Love, Laugh Inc. Youth Mentor Program and 
Commissioner on the Newark Commission on The 
Status Of Women (CSW), talks about how she uses 
the challenges she has faced to inspire and guide 
young women in Newark, NJ.



17

Airdate Title Issues Summary

11/30/20 National Politics; 
John Podesta; 
Update From 
Albany; Amazon 
Injuries; 
Community Well-
Being: Feeding 
Queens

National News, 
Politics, Albany, 
Local WNYC, 
Community, 
Social Justice, 
Poverty, Food, 
Amazon, 
Shopping, 
Labor, State 
Politics, Queens, 
Brooklyn

Susan Page, USA Today Washington bureau chief, 
talks about the latest national political news. John 
Podesta, former senior advisor to Presidents Clinton 
and Obama, talks about President-elect Biden's 
transition, including his cabinet appointments, and 
specifically, how the Biden administration will tackle 
climate change. New York State Senators Jessica 
Ramos (D, District 13 - Corona, East Elmhurst, 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, and parts of Astoria and 
Woodside in Queens) and Andrew Gounardes (D, 
District 22 (Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst, 
Bath Beach, Gravesend, Gerritsen Beach, Manhattan 
Beach, and Marine Park in Brooklyn) talk about their 
priorities for the next legislative session where it 
looks like the Democrats will have a "super" 
majority. On what is usually one of the biggest 
online shopping days of the year, Will Evans, 
reporter for Reveal from The Center for Investigative 
Reporting, covering workplace issues, revisits his 
reporting on injuries at Amazon warehouses. Pedro 
Rodriguez, director of La Jornada NY service 
organization in Queens, talks about his work fighting 
poverty and hunger in Queens.

11/27/20 Day-After-
Thanksgiving Dive 
into History

Music, History, 
Racism, Civil 
War, Hoaxes, 
Music, Oral 
History

In this year like no other in history, enjoy this 
excursion through some of our best interviews with 
historians from our history: Doris Kearns Goodwin 
on her book, Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln (Simon & Schuster, 2005); Ron 
Chernow, on his biography Grant (Penguin Press, 
2017); the late Studs Terkel, oral historian 
extraordinaire, at the grand opening of the 
StoryCorps booth in Grand Central; Kevin Young , 
poet, director of the NYPL Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, and New Yorker poetry 
editor, on Bunk: The Rise of Hoaxes, Humbug, 
Plagiarists, Phonies, Post-Facts, and Fake News 
(Graywolf Press, 2017); Sarah Vowell's take on 
Lafayette in the Somewhat United States (Riverhead 
Books, 2015); Ted Gioia, music critic and historian on 
Love Songs: The Hidden History (Oxford University 
Press, 2015). 
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11/26/20 Happy 
Thanksgiving: The 
Brian Lehrer Show 
Practices Gratitude 

Life, COVID-19, 
Thanksgiving, 
Gratitude, 
Storytelling, 
Health 

On today's Thanksgiving show, share the people, 
places and things you're grateful for, even -- and 
maybe especially -- in this trying year.  We'll take 
your calls on a person, place or thing you're grateful 
for; how your Thanksgiving this year differs from 
years past; whether you made a last-minute change 
in plans; and we'll hear what you're fantasizing 
about once the pandemic is under control. Plus, we'll 
hear from Tara Parker-Pope, columnist and founding 
editor of Well, the consumer health site at The New 
York Times, who reflects on giving thanks and her 
own gratitude practice, and Khalid Latif, university 
chaplain for New York University, and executive 
director of the Islamic Center at NYU, who talks 
about the meaning of gratitude.

11/25/20 Biden's Transition; 
Mayoral Candidate 
Kathryn Garcia; 
David Dinkins' 
Legacy; 
Community Well-
Being

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, NYC 
Election 2021, 
Joe Biden, 
Community, 
Brooklyn, 
Health, History, 
Race, Women 

John Hudson, national security reporter for The 
Washington Post, talks about the establishment 
figures President-elect Biden is appointing to join his 
cabinet and the White House. Zoe Tillman, senior 
reporter for BuzzFeed News, talks about the 
remaining legal paths the Trump campaign is 
pursuing to overturn the results of the election. 
Kathryn Garcia, 2021 mayoral hopeful and former 
commissioner of the New York City Department of 
Sanitation, talks about her bid for NYC mayor. David 
Paterson, former governor of New York (D) and the 
author of the memoir Black, Blind, & In Charge: A 
Story of Visionary Leadership and Overcoming 
Adversity (Skyhorse, 2020), reflects on the life and 
legacy of NYC's first African American mayor, David 
Dinkins, who died on Monday. Sheila Gordon and 
Dionne Grayman, co-founders of We Run 
Brownsville, a community-based organization that 
promotes health and wellness among women of 
color living in Brownsville through a walk-to-run 
program, talk about how they aim to bring health 
and wellness to their community during the 
pandemic.



19

Airdate Title Issues Summary

11/24/20 Sen. Gillibrand; 
UFT Head Michael 
Mulgrew; Women 
and the 2020 Vote; 
Community Well-
Being: Feeding 
Brooklyn

COVID-19, Local 
WNYC, Politics, 
Education, 
National News, 
Schools, Labor, 
Unions, History, 
Community, 
Social Justice, 
Women, Mutual 
Aid, Brooklyn

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D NY) talks about the 
Biden transition and what might be done in the lame 
duck session. Mayor de Blasio shut down schools last 
week as the city's 7-day positivity rate for COVID 
tests hit 3%. Michael Mulgrew, president of the 
United Federation of Teachers, talks about where 
the union stands on a plan to reopen school 
buildings for hybrid instruction. Brian remembers 
New York City Mayor David Dinkins who died 
Monday at the age of 93. Kat Stafford, AP national 
race and ethnicity reporter, and Julie Kohler, fellow 
in residence at the National Women's Law Center, a 
senior advisor to the Democracy Alliance, a 
progressive donor network, and host of the podcast 
White Picket Fence, talk about how women voted 
and the effect of having a woman on the ticket as 
vice president. Kelvin Taitt, co-founder of East 
Brooklyn Mutual Aid and director of operations at 
Brooklyn Packers, talks about what it takes to start, 
organize and fundraise for a mutual aid network, 
and the challenges that lie ahead this winter.

11/23/20 National Politics; 
Newark's COVID 
Struggles; Vaccine 
Distribution; 
Community Well-
Being: Street 
Vendor Project

Newark, New 
Jersey, National 
News, Politics, 
Health, Science, 
COVID-19, 
Vaccine, 
Immigration, 
Community, 
Street Vendors, 
Local WNYC

Vanessa Williams, reporter on the national desk at 
The Washington Post, talks about the latest political 
news you may have missed over the weekend. Like 
much of New Jersey, its largest city, Newark, is 
dealing with a surge in coronavirus cases. WNYC 
reporter Karen Yi reports on what's happening as the 
city shuts down. Caroline Chen, health care reporter 
for ProPublica covering the coronavirus pandemic, 
talks about the distribution of eventual vaccines. 
Mohamed Attia, director of the Urban Justice 
Center's Street Vendor Project, talks about their 
work on behalf of the many undocumented street 
vendors cut off from government assistance during 
the pandemic.
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11/20/20 Electoral College 
Rules; Troop 
Drawdown; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Shop Listener

Mayor de Blasio 
, Health, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Shopping, 
COVID-19, 2020 
Election, World 
News, National 
Security, Small 
Businesses

Robert Alexander, professor of political science and 
founding director of the Institute for Civics and 
Public Policy at Ohio Northern University and the 
author of Representation and the Electoral College 
(Oxford University Press, 2019), talks about how 
tightly the Electoral College is bound by certified 
election results in their states. President Trump is 
expected to order the military to withdraw more 
than 2,000 troops from Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Somalia, despite concerns about the pace of this 
drawdown. Missy Ryan, Washington Post reporter 
covering the Pentagon, military issues and national 
security, explains the potential regional implications 
of troop withdrawal. New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. Listeners call in to shout out their 
businesses ahead of the holidays for a Brian Lehrer 
Show listener-sourced gift guide.

11/19/20 All the President's 
Election Lawsuits; 
NYC's School 
Buildings 
Shutdown; Nassau 
County Executive; 
How to Have a Solo 
Thanksgiving 

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Life, COVID-19, 
Thanksgiving, 
Food, Holiday, 
Long Island, 
Election 2020, 
Trump, 
Education

Rebecca Green, professor of law at William & Mary 
and co-director of its Election Law Program, gives an 
update on the president's attempts to overturn the 
results of the election by filing (what most legal 
experts say are baseless) lawsuits. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio recently announced that school buildings will 
close citywide starting November 19th. WNYC 
education reporter Jessica Gould and Brigid Bergin, 
WNYC City Hall and politics reporter, break down the 
latest. Nassau County executive Laura Curran talks 
about Nassau County's COVID response, how it's 
dealing with rising case numbers and some 
presidential political analysis. As COVID cases rise, 
more and more people are making the decision to sit 
Thanksgiving out this year, or seriously downsize 
with just immediate family members.  Melissa Clark, 
New York Times food columnist and author of many 
cookbooks including Kid in the Kitchen: 100 Recipes 
and Tips for Young Home Cooks: A Cookbook 
(Clarkson Potter, November 10, 2020), and Anna 
Goldfarb, reporter for The New York Times and 
author of Clearly, I Didn't Think This Through: The 
Story of One Tall Girl's Impulsive, Ill-Conceived, and 
Borderline Irresponsible Life Decisions (Berkley 
November 6, 2012), answer your questions on how 
to spend this day, and how to cook for it.
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11/18/20 Will Trump Face 
Prosecution?; 
COVID-19 in 
Brooklyn; What the 
Biden 
Administration 
Could Mean for the 
Student Debt; Your 
Remote Learning 
Stories

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Student Debt, 
Trump, Joe 
Biden, 
Education, 
Brooklyn, 
COVID-19, 
Pandemic

Jonathan Mahler, staff writer for The New York 
Times Magazine and author of Ladies and 
Gentlemen, the Bronx Is Burning (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2005), explores Trump's potential criminal 
liability and the historic dilemma that may follow.
Eric Adams, Brooklyn Borough President, talks about 
COVID-19 in Brooklyn and shares some news. Sarah 
Jones, Senior writer at the Intelligencer and New 
York Magazine, on what a Trump presidency has 
meant for student borrowers and what Biden can do 
on Day 1. Alex Zimmerman, reporter at Chalkbeat 
New York, talks about the various strategies 
teachers are employing to make remote learning 
work, the lack of centralized support from the city, 
and your calls on what's working (and what's not). 

11/17/20 Stay At Home Now; 
Electing GOP 
Women; The 
Pandemic Slows 
Lead Poisoning 
Prevention; Health 
Care Workers Call 
In

Health, Life, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Science, COVID-
19, Vaccine, 
Election 2020, 
Lead Poisoning, 
Women, 
Republican 
Party

James Hamblin, staff writer at The Atlantic, lecturer 
at Yale School of Public Health, co-host of Social 
Distance, and author of Clean: The New Science of 
Skin, talks about how Americans should behave, and 
whether politicians should mandate stay at home 
orders, while we wait for a vaccine. The political 
horizon for women has broadened on both sides of 
the isle, as a record 35 women will represent the 
Republican Party in the next congress.  Olivia Perez-
Cubas, communications director for Winning For 
Women, which advocates and organizes to elect 
Republican women, and former communications 
director for Senator Marco Rubio (R FL), talks about 
how this was achieved and what it means for the 
GOP. Christopher Werth, senior editor in WNYC's 
Narrative Unit, talks about how the city's focus on 
fighting the pandemic has slowed down the 
resources once used to prevent childhood lead 
poisoning. Health care workers call in to report on 
how hospitals, nursing homes and other medical 
care facilities are doing as COVID-19 cases are 
climbing again in the tri-state area.
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11/16/20 Monday Morning 
Politics; Vaccine 
Distribution 
Headaches; 
McCain's 
Speechwriter on 
the Election; Latest 
on Schools

National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, Election 
2020, Science, 
COVID-19, 
Health, Vaccine, 
Education, 
History

Amber Phillips, Washington Post political reporter 
and author of “The 5-Minute Fix” newsletter, talks 
about the latest national political news, as the 
president still refuses to concede, the Biden 
transition hums along and the coronavirus continues 
to rage out of control. Carl Zimmer, New York Times 
science columnist, talks about the latest vaccine 
news including Moderna's announcement that its 
coronavirus vaccine was 94.5 percent effective, and 
the challenges ahead for quick and equitable 
distribution. Mark Salter, John McCain's longtime co-
author and speechwriter and the author of The 
Luckiest Man: Life with John McCain (Simon & 
Schuster, 2020), looks at the contrast between John 
McCain's gracious concession speech in 2008 and 
the current moment and talks about where "Never 
Trumpers" are left after the president's strong, if 
unsuccessful, showing. The mayor announced 
people should be prepared for schools to close soon 
-- though the numbers over the weekend mean 
public schools are still open, for now. WNYC reporter 
Jessica Gould talks about the latest news on school 
closures. 

11/13/20 Biden Transition 
Moves Along; 
More on COVID 
Tests; Ask the 
Mayor; NYC 
Schools May Shut 
Down Soon

COVID-19, 
Health, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Joe 
Biden, Election 
2020, COVID 
Testing, Politics, 
Education, 
Parenting

Lisa Rein, national reporter at The Washington Post, 
talks about the latest news on President-elect Joe 
Biden's transition team. Michael Mina, MD, PhD, and 
assistant professor of epidemiology at Harvard T. H. 
Chan School of Public Health, talks about the latest 
developments in COVID-19 testing and when (and 
how) to get tested. New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. New York City public schools are on the 
cusp of ending in-person learning as the city 
approaches a 3% positivity rate over a 7-day 
average. Parents and teachers call in to talk about 
how school's been going so far and how they're 
coping ahead of impending school closures.
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11/12/20 The Voter Fraud 
That Wasn't; 
COVID-19 
Outbreaks in New 
York & New Jersey; 
Pandemic 
Thanksgiving 
Advice

Politics, 
National News, 
Science, COVID-
19, Election 
2020, Holidays, 
Family 

President Trump has claimed massive voter fraud as 
the reason he didn't win the election (not that he's 
conceded...). Nick Corasaniti, New York Times 
national politics reporter, and his colleagues called 
around to election officials all over the country and 
found zero evidence of such fraud. As coronavirus 
cases continue to rise in the tri-state area and 
Governor Cuomo has announced new restrictions to 
try to stop the spread, Jake Dobkin, co-founder of 
Gothamist and Lindy Washburn, health care reporter 
for The Record and NorthJersey.com, focus in on the 
numbers: cases, positivity rate, hospitalizations and 
more. From safety concerns about travel to staving 
off fights about politics once you arrive, there's 
nothing simple about Thanksgiving in a pandemic. 
Julia Marcus, infectious disease epidemiologist and 
associate professor at Harvard Medical School and a 
contributor to The Atlantic, and Joshua Coleman, 
senior fellow at the Council on Contemporary 
Families, psychologist and author of Rules of 
Estrangement: Why Adult Children Cut Ties and How 
to Heal the Conflict, join for a full hour of advice.

11/11/20 Trump's Post-
Presidency Fate; 
Veterans' 
Priorities; The 
NYPD's Listening 
Tour; Post-Trump 
Activism

Life, Veterans, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Trump, Election 
2020, NYPD, 
Police Reform, 
Local WNYC, 
Activism, 
Racism, 
Protests, 
Democratic 
Party

Jane Mayer, staff writer and chief Washington 
correspondent for The New Yorker, talks about the 
latest political headlines plus her recent story about 
President Trump's post-election loss fate. Paul 
Rieckhoff, founder and CEO of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA), talks about 
a range of issues affecting veterans, from the 
election to COVID-19. Jennifer Jones Austin, CEO and 
executive director of the Federal Protestant Welfare 
Agencies (FPWA), talks about her work with the 
NYPD's Reform and Reinvention Collaborative, how 
to participate and what they heard in the first 
listening sessions. From Democratic Socialists to 
liberal moderates, the fight against Trump was a 
reason to put deep-seated ideological differences 
aside. Now that he’s out, listeners call in about 
whether they're experiencing anxiety about what 
comes next -- for activism, and for the direction of 
Democratic party.
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11/10/20 Nat'l Politics; 
Vaccine Hope on 
the Horizon; 
Immigration 
Advocates Have 
Ideas for the Biden 
Administration; 
New York Starts 
Counting Mail-In 
Ballots

News, 
Immigration, 
Life, Racism, 
Democracy, Joe 
Biden, World 
News, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Election 
2020, National 
Security, 
Vaccine

Fred Kaplan, Slate's War Stories columnist and the 
author of many books, including The Bomb: 
Presidents, Generals, and the Secret History of 
Nuclear War (Simon & Schuster, 2020), and Zach 
Montellaro, campaign pro reporter for Politico and 
the author of the Morning Score newsletter, talk 
about the national political news of the moment, 
including the president's lawsuits to try to change 
the outcome of the presidential election, and the 
news that he fired Mark Esper, the secretary of 
defense. Pfizer's experimental COVID-19 vaccine 
seems to be working. The vaccine was found to be 
more than 90% effective, according to clinical results 
released Monday. Dr. Uzma Syed, infectious disease 
specialist for Good Samaritan Hospital Medical 
Center, talks about what we know and where we go 
from here. Anu Joshi, vice president of policy at the 
New York Immigration Coalition, talks about the 
NYIC's hopes for the Biden administration, and takes 
calls from immigrant listeners who are ready for the 
new administration. Zellnor Myrie, New York State 
Senator (D-20) and Elections Committee chair, talks 
about New York's election and why counting is just 
getting underway for mail-in ballots.

11/9/20 Joe Biden's Win; 
Trump Campaign 
Lawsuits Update; 
Black Voters and 
the 2020 Election; 
NYC Parents Can 
Opt-In to Hybrid 
Learning

National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, 
Education, 
Election 2020, 
Joe Biden, 
Trump, Race, 
Parenting

Michelle Goldberg, New York Times op-ed columnist 
and co-host of the podcast The Argument, talks 
about Joe Biden's win (and President Trump's refusal 
to acknowledge it so far). Richard Hasen, professor 
of law and political science at the University of 
California, Irvine, author of Election Meltdown: Dirty 
Tricks, Distrust, and the Threat to American 
Democracy (Yale University Press, 2020) and writer 
behind the Election Law blog, talks about the current 
Trump campaign challenges to the vote counting. 
Rashad Robinson, president of Color of Change and 
spokesperson for Color Of Change PAC, talks about 
how Black voters propelled Joe Biden to a likely 
victory, and what this means for the Black Lives 
Matter movement in the future. Parents of New 
York City public school children have the choice to 
opt into hybrid learning now -- and it'll most likely be 
their only chance to do so before the end of the 
school year. WNYC reporter Jessica Gould talks 
about the policy and listeners call in to share how 
they are making this decision.
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11/6/20 Election Results 
Update; Trump 
Campaign 
Lawsuits; Ask the 
Mayor

Health, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Politics, 
Election 2020, 
Trump, Joe 
Biden

As the country awaits the final vote tallies in a few 
key states, we cover the national political news of 
the day with Nancy Cook, White House reporter for 
Politico. The Trump campaign has filed a number of 
lawsuits since Election Day to stop the counting of 
votes or challenge counting procedures in 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Georgia, and Nevada. Ari 
Berman, senior reporter at Mother Jones, covering 
voting rights and author of Give Us the Ballot: The 
Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America, and 
legal analyst Jami Floyd, WNYC's senior editor for 
race and justice, break down the challenges, the 
claims of rampant voter fraud, and where we go 
from here. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes 
calls from listeners and discusses this week in NYC.

11/5/20 More Results With 
CNN's Harry Enten; 
Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries; COVID-19 
Pandemic Rages 
On; Ballot 
Measures Pass on 
Cannabis, Raising 
Minimum Wage 
and More

Health, National 
News, Politics, 
COVID-19, 
Election 2020, 
Local WNYC, Joe 
Biden, Trump, 
Cannabis, 
Protests, 
Democratic 
Party

Harry Enten, senior writer and analyst for CNN 
Politics, talks about where the presidential race 
stands, two days after Election Day. Hakeem Jeffries, 
U.S. Representative (D NY-8th, Brooklyn and 
Queens), talks about where the Democratic Party 
stands after Election Day, and what comes next. As 
COVID-19 cases surge in most of the United States, 
Leana Wen, emergency physician and public health 
professor at George Washington University, 
contributing columnist for The Washington Post, and 
former health commissioner of Baltimore, talks 
about what the administration needs to do to get it 
under control. Voters across the country appear to 
have leaned left on many ballot initiatives, including 
voting to legalize marijuana in several states, 
rejecting abortion bans in Colorado, and voting to 
raise the minimum wage in Florida. Thomas Fuller, 
San Francisco bureau chief for The New York Times, 
ticks through new ballot initiatives plus takes your 
calls.  Last night, the NYPD violently arrested nearly 
60 protestors after a day of post-election 
demonstrations in Manhattan. WNYC and Gothamist 
reporter Gwynne Hogan was following the protests 
last night and witnessed the arrests. 
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11/4/20 The Day After 
Election Day: 
Analysis, Returns, 
Potential Legal 
Challenges and 
More

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, Election 
2020, Joe Biden, 
Trump, New 
Jersey

Gabriel Debenedetti, national correspondent at New 
York Magazine, talks about what we know about the 
presidential election results so far. More Post-
Election Night analysis with Errin Haines, editor-at-
large for The 19th, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
newsroom reporting at the intersection of gender, 
politics and policy, and an MSNBC contributor. Dale 
Ho, director of the ACLU Voting Rights Project, talks 
about legal challenges to voter access or the 
counting of ballots. Nancy Solomon, managing editor 
for New Jersey Public Radio and WNYC, and Bill 
Mahoney, reporter at POLITICO New York's Albany 
bureau, break down the election results in New York 
and New Jersey's key local races.

11/3/20 It's Election Day! 
Your Calls, Plus: A 
Presidential 
Forecast; Reports 
from NYC & NJ; 
and What To 
Expect Tonight

Election 2020, 
New Jersey, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, Joe 
Biden, Trump

We'll take your calls throughout today's show, 
including some traditional informal, unofficial, 
thoroughly unscientific exit polls; we'll ask about any 
last minute voting decisions you have made, and 
how you plan to follow the returns this evening. 
Plus: Henry Olsen, Washington Post columnist and a 
senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center, 
shares his predictions for how Election Day will go, 
and which candidates will prevail. Brigid Bergin, 
WNYC City Hall and politics reporter, talks about 
how things are going with in-person Election Day 
voting in the city. Karen Yi, WNYC reporter covering 
New Jersey, reports from the field in New Jersey, 
including Union County, where she is observing 
ballot counting. Jim Newell, senior political writer for 
Slate, offers the latest news on races, polls, voter 
intimidation and more. 
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11/2/20 What To Expect 
Election Night; 
Down-Ballot Races 
in NY/NJ; Election 
Countdown; Self 
Care Amid Election 
Stress

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, Health, 
Mental Health, 
Election 2020, 
New Jersey, 
Trump, Joe 
Biden, State 
Politics

With election day just one day away, Andrew 
Prokop, senior correspondent at Vox, joins to break 
down how the votes will get counted across the 
country. Errol Louis, political anchor of Spectrum 
NY1 News, host of Inside City Hall, Daily News 
columnist and host of the new podcast You Decide, 
and Nancy Solomon, managing editor for New Jersey 
Public Radio and WNYC, review some of the 
competitive Congressional and State races. Amy 
Walter, national editor of the Cook Political Report 
and the host of Politics With Amy Walter on The 
Takeaway, on up-to-date election news and the 
latest polling. No matter who comes out of this 
election victorious, part of the country will feel let 
down or even devastated. In an already emotionally 
harrowing year, we take your calls on how you plan 
to stay sane and take care of yourself this week 
when everything reaches a fever pitch. 

10/30/20 Which Way Will 
North Carolina 
Swing?; 30 Issues: 
The Future of 
COVID ; Ask the 
Mayor; Pandemic 
Halloween 

COVID-19, 
Mayor de 
Blasio, NYC, 
Halloween, 
Politics, 
National News, 
News, Local 
WNYC, Election 
2020, 
Healthcare

Elena Schneider, national political reporter at 
POLITICO, talks about the latest political headlines, 
including updates on the 2020 presidential 
campaign. What would the Trump administration or 
a possible Biden administration do to prevent future 
pandemics? Andy Slavitt, former acting 
administrator of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services and host of the podcast In the 
Bubble, talks about the presidential candidates' 
pandemic preparedness in the context of the CDC, 
the FDA, and the healthcare system. New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC. Listeners call in to share 
how they have modified their Halloween 
celebrations to be COVID-safe, and what their clever 
costumes are -- political, COVID-related or 
otherwise. 
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10/29/20 National Politics; 
Jared Kushner's 
Racist Comments; 
30 Issues: The Next 
Coronavirus Relief 
Bill; Family and 
Drug Addiction; 
MacArthur Genius

National News, 
Politics, Racism, 
COVID-19, 
Congress, 
Election 2020, 
Drug Policy, 
Family, Culture, 
Arts, Relief Bill 

Jonathan Lemire, White House reporter for The 
Associated Press and political analyst for 
MSNBC/NBC News, talks about the latest political 
news, including where the election stands five days 
out, the Supreme Court rulings on counting votes in 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina, the president 
continuing to downplay the virus and more. Earlier 
this week, President Trump's adviser (and son-in-
law) Jared Kushner used a racist trope when he said 
Black people have to "want to be successful" in 
order to be successful. Kai Wright, host and 
managing editor for the WNYC show The United 
States of Anxiety, talks about how this line of 
thinking has permeated the Republican Party. Kelsey 
Snell, NPR congressional correspondent, talks about 
the fate of the next COVID-19 relief package and 
what's at stake in the election for what's included. In 
the first presidential debate, former Vice President 
Joe Biden declared he was proud of his son despite 
using drugs. To many viewers with a family member 
struggling with addiction, it was a powerful moment. 
Kassandra Frederique, the executive director of the 
Drug Policy Alliance, a national nonprofit that works 
to end the war on drugs, talks about Bidens changing 
views on drug policy, and takes your calls if that 
moment resonated with you too. We wrap up our 
series with the local 2020 MacArthur geniuses. 
Today: Fred Moten, cultural theorist and poet and 
professor in the department of performance studies 
at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, who received the 
honor for "creating new conceptual spaces to 
accommodate emerging forms of Black aesthetics, 
cultural production, and social life." 
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10/28/20 NY Early Voting; 
Mussolini and 
Lessons Learned; 
COVID 's Disparate 
Impacts; Meet the 
Candidates: NY 2nd 
Congressional 
District

Health, History, 
Life, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Politics, 
Racism, Science, 
Social Justice, 
COVID-19, Early 
Voting, History, 
Fascism, 
Congress, State 
Politics

Over 300,000 New York City residents have already 
voted early, but it's not without its problems. Brigid 
Bergin, WNYC City Hall and politics reporter, talks 
about how the much-criticized Board of Elections is 
handling the surge of voters in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic. On the anniversary of 
Mussolini's 1922 March on Rome that signaled the 
start of Fascist rule, Kenneth C. Davis, author of the 
"Don't Know Much About History" series and most 
recently, Strongman: The Rise of Five Dictators and 
the Fall of Democracy (Henry Holt, 2020), examines 
that history for lessons for today. Mary Bassett, 
director of the FXB Center for Health and Human 
Rights at Harvard University, as well as professor at 
the Harvard School of Public Health and former 
commissioner of the New York City Department of 
Health, talks about how to fight the disparate impact 
in who gets sick, and who dies, from COVID-19. With 
Rep. Peter King's retirement, there's an open race 
for his Long Island South Shore seat in Congress.  
First, Democrat Jackie Gordon, combat veteran and 
educator, and then, Republican Andrew Garbarino, 
New York Assembly Member, make their cases to 
the voters.

10/27/20 Amy Coney Barrett 
Confirmed; Pete 
Buttigieg; 
Comptroller 
Stringer; 30 Issues: 
The Economy and 
COVID Safety; 
Shout Out 
Community Groups

Amy Coney 
Barrett, 
Supreme Court, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Economy, 
COVID-19, 
Community, 
Social Justice, 
NYC Election 
2021

Aziz Huq, professor of law at the University of 
Chicago Law School, talks about how Amy Coney 
Barrett's confirmation will shift the Supreme Court, 
including how it could affect the upcoming election.  
Pete Buttigieg, former mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, one of the candidates in the Democratic 
presidential race, and the author of Trust: America's 
Best Chance (Liveright, 2020), talks about his new 
book, Amy Coney Barrett, and the election. Scott 
Stringer, New York City Comptroller, is running for 
mayor of New York City. He joins to discuss how the 
city is doing on crime, COVID-19 and more. Jim 
Tankersley, New York Times reporter covering 
economics and tax policy, talks about the 
Democratic and Republican approaches to threading 
the needle between controlling the virus and 
keeping the economy going. Listeners call in to shout 
out a group they know or admire that works to 
improve their community's well-being.
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10/26/20 Monday Morning 
Politics; COVID & 
Voting in NJ; 30 
Issues: COVID and 
Schools; Europe 
Locks Down Again

Health, Local 
WNYC, New 
Jersey, Election 
2020, COVID-19, 
Voting, National 
News, Politics, 
Education, 
World News, 
Holidays 

It's the last full week before election day. Amber 
Phillips, reporter for The Washington Post's The Fix, 
discusses the latest in politics, polls, and takes your 
calls. Nancy Solomon, managing editor for New 
Jersey Public Radio and WNYC, answers questions 
about New Jersey's vote-by-mail system and talks 
about the uptick in COVID-19 cases. As schools 
around the country grapple with in-person and 
remote learning, Emily Oster, economics professor 
at Brown University, author of several books and 
creator of the website COVID -Explained, talks about 
what's at stake in the presidential election on 
questions of how to balance health concerns against 
the need for in-person instruction, the federal 
government's role in guiding school policies and the 
COVID-19 School Response Dashboard she helped 
create to capture data in the absence of action on 
the part of the Trump administration. Ishaan 
Tharoor, Washington Post columnist and author of 
Today's WorldView, the Post's international affairs 
newsletter, talks about how countries in Europe are 
responding to rising numbers of COVID-19 cases 
ahead of the holiday season and why some countries 
are preemptively shutting down.

10/23/20 Final Debate 
Analysis; 30 Issues: 
Vaccines; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Meet a Genius

Health, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, News, 
Politics, Science, 
Election 2020, 
Vaccine, 
Presidential 
Debate

Clare Malone, senior political writer for 
FiveThirtyEight, breaks down the highlights of the 
second presidential debate. Donna Brazile, Fox New 
analyst, former Democratic National Committee 
chair and the author of Hacks: The Inside Story of 
the Break-ins and Breakdowns That Put Donald 
Trump in the White House (Hachette, 2017), offers 
analysis of last night's debate between Pres. Trump 
and his Democratic challenger, former vice president 
Joe Biden. Caroline Chen, health care reporter for 
ProPublica, talks about the politics and the feasibility 
of distributing a COVID vaccine. New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC. All this week, meet one 
of the local 2020 MacArthur geniuses. Today: 
Princeton's Mohammad R. Seyedsayamdost, 2020 
MacArthur Fellow and biological chemist at 
Princeton University, who has received the honor for 
"investigating synthesis of novel molecules with 
therapeutic properties and expediting discovery of 
new antibiotics."
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10/22/20 National Politics; 
30 Issues: Testing; 
CT Sen. Murphy; 
Modern Love; 
MacArthur 'Genius' 
Jacqueline 
Woodson

National News, 
Politics, COVID-
19, Health, 
Books, Life, 
Relationships, 
Election 2020, 
Arts, Race, 
SCOTUS

Mara Liasson, NPR national political correspondent, 
previews Thursday night's presidential debate and 
reports on more national political news. Ashish Jha, 
M.D., physician, health policy researcher and dean 
of the Brown University School of Health, talks about 
the current system of COVID-19 testing and how a 
future Trump or Biden presidency might impact how 
testing works and is deployed in the United States. 
U.S. Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT), member of the 
Foreign Relations committee and author of the 
forthcoming The Violence Inside Us: A Brief History 
of an Ongoing American Tragedy (Random House, 
2020), talks about the latest federal response to the 
public health and economic crisis, plus election 
security and the status of the Amy Coney Barrett 
Supreme Court nomination. Daniel Jones and Miya 
Lee, editors of "Modern Love" at the New York 
Times and co-hosts of the "Modern Love" podcast, 
talk about the new season of the podcast and share 
stories of love in a pandemic. All this week, meet 
one of the local 2020 MacArthur geniuses. Today: 
Brooklyn's Jacqueline Woodson, author of the 
National Book Award-winning Brown Girl Dreaming 
(Nancy Paulsen Books, 2014) and more, who has 
received the honor for "redefining children’s and 
young adult literature to encompass more complex 
issues and reflect the lives of Black children, 
teenagers, and families."
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10/21/20 Rep. Kathleen Rice; 
Michael Moore; 
Medicine and 
Politics; 30 Issues: 
The ACA; 
MacArthur 'Genius' 
Nanfu Wang

COVID-19, 
National News, 
Politics, Science, 
Health, 
Michigan, 
Election 2020, 
Healthcare, Film

U.S. Rep. Kathleen Rice (D NY4th) talks about the 
election, COVID relief efforts and her work on the 
Homeland Security Committee. Michael Moore, 
documentary filmmaker and host of the podcast 
"Rumble with Michael Moore", talks about swing 
state enthusiasm for the president, his get out the 
vote efforts and whether he's making election 
predictions this time around. Throughout its 208-
year history, The New England Journal of Medicine 
has remained nonpartisan. Until now. This month, 
the journal published an editorial slamming the 
Trump administration for its response to the 
Coronavirus epidemic, saying they turned a "crisis 
into a tragedy." Eric Rubin, editor in chief of NEJM, 
talks about why he felt it was important for the 
journal to break precedent and weigh in on politics. 
Julie Rovner, chief Washington correspondent for 
Kaiser Health News and host of KHN's "What the 
Health" podcast, talks about the future of 
Obamacare under a potential Trump or Biden 
presidency. Every day this week, meet one of the 
local 2020 MacArthur geniuses. Today: Montclair's 
Nanfu Wang, 2020 MacArthur Fellow, documentary 
filmmaker whose most recent film is "One Child 
Nation," who was honored for "creating intimate 
character studies that examine the impact of 
authoritarian governance, corruption and lack of 
accountability on the lives of individuals."
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10/20/20 Susan Glasser; Sen. 
Gillibrand; Bishop 
Curry: Love in 
Troubled Times; 30 
Issues:  Maternal 
and Other Health 
Disparities; Meet 
the 'Geniuses'

News, Politics, 
COVID, Race, 
Pregnancy, 
Racism, 
Religion, Life, 
Music, Women, 
Election 2020

Susan Glasser, staff writer for The New Yorker, CNN 
global affairs analyst and co-author, with Peter 
Baker, of The Man Who Ran Washington: the Life 
and Times of Jim Baker III (Doubleday, 2020), talks 
about the latest national political news. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, U.S. Senator (D-NY), talks about the latest 
Senate response to the public health and economic 
crisis. Michael Curry, presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, talks about his new book, Love is 
the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times 
(Avery, 2020). Black women are three times more 
likely to die during pregnancy than white women. 
That’s only one statistical marker of the health 
disparities in the U.S. Jamila Taylor, director of 
health care reform and senior fellow at The Century 
Foundation, talks about policies to address the 
causes behind the statistics and where the two 
presidential candidates stand on these issues. All this 
week, meet one of the local 2020 MacArthur 
geniuses. Today: Brooklyn's Cécile McLorin Salvant, 
2020 MacArthur Fellow, singer, composer and visual 
artist, whose received the honor for "using manifold 
powers of interpretation to infuse jazz standards and 
original compositions with a vibrant, global, Black, 
feminist sensibility." 
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10/19/20 NPR's Nina 
Totenberg; Public 
Advocate Jumaane 
Williams; How's 
Voting Going?; 30 
Issues: Affirmative 
Action; Meet the 
MacArthur Fellows

National News, 
Politics, Voting, 
Local WNYC, 
Education, 
COVID-19, 
SCOTUS, Books

Nina Totenberg, NPR legal correspondent, talks 
about what's next for Amy Coney Barrett's 
nomination to the Supreme Court after her week of 
testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
and other Supreme Court news. New York City Public 
Advocate Jumaane Williams talks about the latest 
city news, from the COVID upticks to schools re-
opening. Jelani Cobb, New Yorker writer and 
professor of journalism at Columbia University and 
the author of The Substance of Hope: Barack Obama 
and the Paradox of Progress (re-issue) (Bloomsbury, 
2020), talks about his new documentary called 
"Whose Vote Counts," made in collaboration with 
Columbia Journalism School, Columbia Journalism 
Investigations and reporters from the USA Today 
Network, which investigates voter 
disenfranchisement, how allegations of voter fraud 
made it into the mainstream and more as voting for 
the 2020 election is well underway. Erwin 
Chemerinsky, professor and dean of Berkeley Law, 
and the author of several books, including We the 
People:  A Progressive Reading of the Constitution 
for the Twenty-First Century (Picador Macmillan, 
2018) and Jami Floyd, senior editor for race & justice 
at WNYC, talk about affirmative action as an issue in 
the presidential race - where Joe Biden stands on it 
as the Trump administration sues Yale over its use of 
race in admissions. Plus, Chemerinsky weighs in on 
affirmative action in his state, California, where it is 
currently banned but is on the ballot for voters this 
year as Prop 16 asks whether it should be allowed 
again. All this week, meet one of the local 2020 
MacArthur geniuses. Today: Brooklyn's N. K. Jemisin, 
2020 MacArthur Fellow, science fiction writer and 
the author of The City We Became: A Novel (Orbit, 
2020) who has received the honor for "pushing 
against the conventions of epic fantasy and science 
fiction genres while exploring deeply human 
questions about structural racism, environmental 
crises, and familial relationships." 
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10/16/20 Dueling Town 
Halls; 30 Issues: 
Law & Order; 
#AskTheMayor; 
New New Yorkers

History, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Election 2020, 
Criminal Justice, 
Mayor de Blasio

Philip Bump, national correspondent for The 
Washington Post, talks about the latest national 
political news, including the president's and Joe 
Biden's dueling town halls, a wrap-up of Amy Coney 
Barrett's testimony and more. Inimai Chettiar, 
federal legislative and policy director for the Justice 
Action Network, and Jeffrey Butts, professor and 
director of the Research and Evaluation Center at 
CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice, discuss 
the Trump administration's "law and order" policies 
and rhetoric as they relate to the 2020 presidential 
election. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes 
calls from listeners and discusses this week in NYC. 
Jazmine Hughes, Metro reporter for The New York 
Times and a staff writer for The New York Times 
Magazine, joins to discuss her recent reporting on 
people who have moved to New York City during the 
pandemic and listeners call in to share their stories. 

10/15/20 How's Early Voting 
Going?; COVID 
Optimism; 30 
Issues: School 
Integration vs. 
School Choice; 
Alzheimer's and 
COVID 

COVID-19, 
Health, Politics, 
National News, 
Voting, Vaccine, 
Education, Race, 
Class, Aging, 
Family, 
Parenting, 
Ethics

With voting underway around the country, Franita 
Tolson, law professor at USC specializing in election 
law, talks about some of the early challenges, from 
long lines to too few or unauthorized drop-boxes. 
Despite once being very pessimistic as to when the 
coronavirus pandemic will end, Donald McNeil, New 
York Times science and health reporter, offers up 
some cautious optimism that with vaccines and 
treatments, the end is in sight. Everyone wants their 
kids to get the best education, but there are major 
disputes on the right and moral way to make it 
happen. Anya Kamenetz, an education 
correspondent at NPR, and Mark Winston Griffith, 
the executive director of the Brooklyn movement 
Center and co-host of the podcast “School Colors,” a 
documentary series about how race, class, and 
power shape American cities and schools, talk about 
the current presidential candidates' education 
policies and their stances on the issue of school 
choice. Yvonne Latty, professor at New York 
University's Carter Journalism Institute, where she 
heads a graduate multimedia reporting program, 
talks about her experience of taking care of her 
mother, who has Alzheimer's, during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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10/14/20 National Politics; 
How Are You 
Preparing for a 
Winter With COVID 
?; 30 Issues: The 
Suburbs; Amy 
Coney Barrett 
Hearing Day Three

Supreme Court, 
Amy Coney 
Barrett, Gender, 
National News, 
Politics, Life, 
COVID-19, 
Election 2020, 
Trump, Joe 
Biden, Holidays, 
Race

Amanda Becker, Washington correspondent for The 
19th, talks about the latest national political news, 
as Washington's eyes are trained on the Amy Coney 
Barrett hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. As the weather cools down, socially-
distanced outdoor gatherings may start to lose their 
appeal. Listeners share how they're preparing for 
the winter with COVID - what they're buying, how 
they're planning to celebrate the upcoming holidays 
and more. President Trump has recently been 
warning that a Biden presidency would bring crime 
to the suburbs. WNYC race and immigration reporter 
Arun Venugopal talks about how suburban 
segregation has become a 2020 campaign issue. 
Kate Shaw, law professor at Cardozo Law School, 
ABC Supreme Court contributor and cohost of the 
Strict Scrutiny podcast, recaps day three of the Amy 
Coney Barrett Supreme Court confirmation hearing.

10/13/20 COVID in NYC; Is 
Mass Transit Safe?; 
30 Issues: Police 
Reform; Amy 
Coney Barrett's 
SCOTUS Hearing

COVID-19, Local 
WNYC, Health, 
National News, 
Politics, Amy 
Coney Barrett, 
SCOTUS, 
Brooklyn, 
Protests, Police 
Reform, 
Transportation 

Gothamist senior editor Elizabeth Kim and Jacob 
Kornbluh, national politics reporter at Jewish Insider, 
talk about the protests in Borough Park over COVID-
19 restrictions, and case numbers citywide.  Sam 
Schwartz, aka Gridlock Sam at the Daily News, 
former NYC Traffic Commissioner, president and 
CEO of Sam Schwartz Engineering, a transportation 
planning and engineering firm, and author of No 
One at the Wheel: Driverless Cars and the Road of 
the Future (Public Affairs, 2018), talks about the 
American Public Transportation Association report 
he authored, which concluded that mass transit is 
not a major spreader of COVID-19 and Stephen 
Morse, virologist and epidemiologist at the Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health, weighs 
in on the data. Paul Butler, professor at Georgetown 
Law and the author of Chokehold: Policing Black 
Men (The New Press, 2017), and Jami Floyd, senior 
editor for race and justice at WNYC, talk about how 
the candidates are addressing movements to 
defund, reform or support the police - and where 
their policies fall along that spectrum. Elizabeth 
Wydra, president of the Constitutional 
Accountability Center, recaps the second morning of 
the Amy Coney Barrett Supreme Court confirmation 
hearing. 
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10/12/20 Reimagining 
Monuments; Notes 
on Regeneron; 30 
Issues: Restorative 
Justice; SCOTUS 
Hearings Begin

Science, Health, 
History, Race, 
National News, 
Supreme Court, 
Amy Coney 
Barrett, Election 
2020, COVID-19, 
Prisons, 
Criminal Justice 
Reform

The Mellon Foundation plans to re-imagine 
monuments over the next five years, to highlight 
underrepresented groups or stories and re-think 
current offensive monuments and memorials. On 
the day many now celebrate as Indigenous Peoples' 
Day, Elizabeth Alexander, poet, educator, memoirist, 
scholar and president of The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, talks about the group's plans and what 
they hope to achieve. Apoorva Mandavilli, New York 
Times reporter focusing on science and global 
health, talks about how President Trump's 
treatments for COVID-19 were developed in fetal 
stem cells and the history -- and controversy -- 
surrounding the scientific practice of stem cell 
research. Restorative justice in schools was 
embraced by the Obama administration as a way to 
break the school to prison pipeline and address the 
racial disparities in suspensions and expulsions, but 
Parkland father Andrew Pollack singles it out as a 
factor in the shooting that killed his daughter and so 
many others. Emily Bazelon, staff writer for The New 
York Times Magazine, co-host of Slate's "Political 
Gabfest" podcast, Truman Capote fellow for creative 
writing and law at Yale Law School and author of 
Charged: The New Movement to Transform 
American Prosecution and End Mass Incarceration, 
talks about the policy and the politics around it. John 
Dickerson, CBS 60 Minutes correspondent, a 
contributing writer to The Atlantic, co-host of Slate's 
Political Gabfest podcast, host of the Whistlestop 
podcast and the author of The Hardest Job in the 
World: The American Presidency (Random House, 
2020), talks about the latest news from Washington, 
including the start of Amy Coney Barrett's Supreme 
Court confirmation hearing.
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10/9/20 She's Running for 
Mayor; How Big a 
Step was The First 
Step Act?; Ask the 
Mayor; Nobel 
Peace Prize

News, Race, 
NYC Mayoral 
Race 2021, 
Social Justice, 
Racism, Racial 
Justice, Criminal 
Justice Reform, 
Nobel Peace 
Prize, Politics, 
History, Local 
WNYC, Mayor 
de Blasio

Maya Wiley, legal analyst and a university professor 
at the New School, talks about her just-officially-
announced run for NYC mayor, plus local and 
national news. Ekow Yankah, professor of law at 
Cardozo Law School, discusses the First Step Act, a 
criminal justice bill aimed at reducing recidivism, 
reforming sentencing laws and decreasing the 
federal inmate population. New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. Anne Applebaum, Atlantic staff writer, 
covering national politics and foreign policy, and the 
author of Twilight of Democracy: The Seductive Lure 
of the Authoritarian State (Doubleday July, 2020), 
talks about this year's Nobel Peace Prize -- and why 
she's a skeptic when it comes to the award's 
significance. 

10/8/20 VP Debate Recap; 
30 Issues: Religious 
Freedom and 
LGBTQ Rights; 
Local COVID-19 

Arts, National 
News, News, 
COVID-19, 
Education, 
Religion, Social 
Justice, LGBTQ 
People, Local 
WNYC, 
Brooklyn, 
Queens

Hear callers respond to the vice-presidential 
candidates' debate between current Vice President 
Mike Pence and Senator Kamala Harris, plus analysis 
-- first from Tarini Parti, politics reporter at The Wall 
Street Journal, and then from Christopher Cadelago, 
national political reporter for Politico. Emma Green, 
staff writer at The Atlantic covering politics, policy, 
and religion, explains why LGBTQ rights and religious 
freedom are often in conflict, and whether they can 
peacefully co-exist. The Governor's plan to partially 
shut down parts of Brooklyn and Queens amid 
several localized outbreaks has left residents of the 
boroughs with some confusion. Jake Dobkin, co-
founder of Gothamist where he's been the de facto 
numbers-cruncher-in-chief for all things COVID-19, 
and WNYC reporter Jessica Gould clarify what the 
plan means for New Yorkers, and particularly what it 
means for kids who live or attend school in the 
designated shutdown zone.
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10/7/20 COVID Hotspots in 
NYC; Human Rights 
Watch Report on 
NYPD; 30 Issues: 
Childcare; Your 
COVID Treatment

Local WNYC, 
Health, COVID-
19, Politics, 
Protests, 
Racism, NYPD, 
Mayor De 
Blasio, 
Parenting, Kids, 
Trump

Ginia Bellafante, Big City columnist for The New York 
Times, and Ari Feldman, staff writer at The Forward, 
talk about the COVID-19 hotspots in the strictly 
Orthodox communities and the governor's new 
zoned approach to school and business closures. Ida 
Sawyer, acting director of Human Rights Watch’s 
Crisis and Conflict division, and the deputy Africa 
director, talks about her group's recently released 
report that looked at the way police in riot gear 
trapped peaceful protesters in the Bronx back in 
June using a tactic called “kettling,” while Jake 
Offenhartz, reporter for Gothamist, covers the 
mayor and NYPD reaction to the findings. Elizabeth 
Palley, professor of social work at Adelphi University 
who has studied the history of child care policy, talks 
about the history and future of childcare policies in 
the Unites States, and how the policies of the 
presidential candidates compare. Trump says getting 
sick with the coronavirus was like going to "school" 
and learning about the virus first hand. Craig 
Spencer, M.D., New York City emergency medicine 
physician and director of global health in emergency 
medicine at Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center, talks about whether the president's medical 
treatment differs from what the average American 
receives. Plus your calls on what you've learned 
about the virus from contracting it, or caring from a 
loved one, and what you'd like the president to 
understand about your experience.
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10/6/20 Brooklyn Boro 
President Eric 
Adams; The White 
House Outbreak; 
30 Issues: 
America's Place in 
the World; Insights 
from Trump's 
World

Health, COVID-
19, Politics, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Trump, World 
News, Brooklyn, 
Education, New 
Jersey, Election 
2020

Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams joins to 
discuss the rising number of COVID-19 cases in 
Brooklyn, where schools are going fully remote and 
what else may shut down in certain zip codes. Anita 
Kumar, White House correspondent and associate 
editor for Politico, talks about the latest 
developments in the president's COVID-19 case and 
other news from the White House while Nancy 
Solomon, managing editor for New Jersey Public 
Radio and WNYC, reports on the contact tracing 
effort in New Jersey following the president's 
fundraiser in Bedminster. Fareed Zakaria, 
Washington Post columnist and host of CNN’s 
Fareed Zakaria GPS, talks about his new book Ten 
Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World (W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2020) and what the election will mean for 
America's relationships with other countries. Andrea 
Bernstein, WNYC reporter and co-host of the 
WNYC/Pro Publica podcast Trump, Inc. and the 
author of American Oligarchs: The Kushners, the 
Trumps, and the Marriage of Money and Power 
(W.W. Norton and Company, 2020), shares her 
thoughts on corruption within the Trump presidency 
and the Trump Organization, and more insights from 
her extensive reporting on Trump world.



41

Airdate Title Issues Summary

10/5/20 The President and 
COVID-19; The 
Supreme Court is 
Back in Action; 30 
Issues: DACA

News, COVID-
19, Health, 
Immigration, 
Race, SCOTUS, 
Trump, Election 
2020

Jonathan Lemire, White House reporter for the 
Associated Press and political analyst for 
MSNBC/NBC News, offers analysis of the latest 
political news, and updates on the president's 
health. The Supreme Court starts its October 
argument session. Jami Floyd, WNYC's senior editor 
for race and justice, previews what cases the Court 
will hear, and the latest on Amy Coney Barrett's 
confirmation process. New York Times immigration 
reporter Caitlin Dickerson talks about how the 
Trump administration has tried to cancel DACA, 
where it stands now, all the Trump administration 
has done with the wall, family separations and 
deportations over the past four years, and looks at 
how Joe Biden would approach immigrants without 
documents, both new arrivals and people already 
living here, should he win the election. Krutika 
Kuppalli, M.D., infectious disease physician, assistant 
professor of medicine, division of infectious 
diseases, at the Medical University of South Carolina, 
talks about the latest news on the COVID cases in 
the White House, and other coronavirus-related 
news. 

10/2/20 The President Tests 
Positive for COVID; 
30 Issues: Legal 
Immigration; Ask 
the Mayor; Public 
Health Implications 
of Trump With the 
Virus

COVID-19, 
Breaking News, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Immigration, 
Election 2020

President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump have 
tested positive for the coronavirus. Annie Karni, 
White House reporter for The New York Times and 
MSNBC and NBC News contributor, reports on how 
this news will affect the White House and the 
election, with just about a month to go. Julia 
Preston, contributing writer for The Marshall 
Project, talks about immigration as an issue in the 
2020 presidential race. New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. Stephen Morse, virologist and 
epidemiologist at the Columbia University Mailman 
School of Public Health, explains what we know 
about how the president contracted COVID-19 and 
the latest on treatment and prevention.



42

Airdate Title Issues Summary

10/1/20 Brooklyn's Ballot 
Problems; Nursing 
Homes Prepare for 
More COVID; 30 
Issues: Climate and 
Energy; NYC's 
Uptick

National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Politics, Health, 
COVID-19, 
Nursing Homes, 
Climate Change, 
Environment, 
Election 2020, 
Voting 

Brigid Bergin, WNYC's City Hall & politics reporter, 
explains what happened when thousands of 
Brooklyn voters received their absentee ballots with 
the wrong names inside, and what voters should do 
about it. Richard Mollot, executive director of the 
Long Term Care Community Coalition, discusses the 
effect of COVID-19 on nursing homes in our region 
and the steps taken to prepare for a new wave of 
infection. Justin Worland, a Washington D.C.-based 
correspondent for TIME covering energy and the 
environment, breaks down the Republican and 
Democrat stance on climate change and energy. 
New York City's daily rate of positive tests rose 
above 3 percent this week, the highest it's been in 
months, before falling back down to under 1% 
Wednesday. Elizabeth Kim, senior editor for 
Gothamist, and Irwin Redlener, professor of 
pediatrics and director of the National Center for 
Disaster Preparedness at Columbia University and 
co-founder of the Children's Health Fund, talk about 
what the fluctuation in numbers mean, and whether 
city dwellers should expect a second wave and more 
restrictions as the weather gets colder. 


