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Issues/Program information for the first quarter 2021 for NJPR

During this period New Jersey Public Radio (WNJT Trenton, WNJP Sussex, 
WNJY Netcong and WNJO Toms River) broadcast the following programs 
which provided treatment of issues relevant to the community: 

All Things Considered Weekdays 4:00-6:30 PM, 7:00-
7:30 PM; Saturdays & Sundays 
5:00-6:00 PM

1A Weekdays 2:00-3:00PM 

Morning Edition Weekdays 5:00-9:00 AM

The Brian Lehrer Show Weekdays 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM

The Takeaway Weekdays 3:00-4:00 PM

New Jersey News Weekdays 7:30-8:00 PM

Weekend Edition Saturdays 8:00-10:00 AM, 
Sundays 8:00-11:00 AM

The most significant treatment of community issues was provided through 
programming in The Brian Lehrer Show. The schedule below describes the 
time, date, duration, and title of the programming giving significant 
treatment to these issues and identifies the issues given significant treatment 
with respect to each program.

The community issues given significant treatment in this quarter include:

Adoption, Aging, Albany, Architecture, Bill de Blasio, Black History Month, Books, Bronx, Business, Cannabis, Capitol 
Insurrection, CDC, Children, City Council, Civil Rights, Climate Change, Comedy, Community, Congress, COVID-19, 
Culture, Economy, Education, Election 2020, Election 2021, Environment, Ethics, Fashion, Film, Food, Foreign Policy, 
Free Speech, Gender, George Floyd, Governor Cuomo, Governor Murphy, Gun Control, Hate Crimes, Health, 
Healthcare, History, Housing, Human Rights, Immigration, Impeachment, Inauguration, Incarceration, Labor, Life, 
Local WNYC, Mental Health, MTA, Music, National News, Nature, New Jersey, New York State Budget, News, 
Nursing Homes, Nutrition, NYPD, Parenting, Personal Finance, Pests, Pets, Photography, Poetry, Police Reform, 
Politics, Poverty, President Biden, Prison Reform, Privacy, Protests, Puerto Rico, QAnon, Queens, Race, Racism, 
Ranked Choice Voting, Relationships, Relief Bill, Religion, Restaurants, Science, Sexual Harassment, Sexuality, Social 
Justice, Special Election, Sports, Summer, Taxes, Technology, Television, Transportation, Trump, Vaccines, White 
Supremacy, Women, Work from Home 
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The Brian Lehrer Show – Weekdays at 10:00AM (duration: 2 hours)

Show Summaries and Issues Given Treatment

First Quarter 2021

Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/31/21 How to Be a 'Good 
Bystander'; Good 
News from CDC; 
Long Island Police 
Reform; Holiday 
Plans

National News, 
Health, Life, 
Science, 
Religion, Social 
Justice, Politics, 
Race, Street 
Harassment, 
COVID-19, 
Vaccines

An Asian American woman was viciously attacked by 
a man on a Midtown street on Monday. Several 
people seemed to have witnessed the incident, but 
did not appear to intervene. Dax Valdes, senior 
trainer at Hollaback, a global organization aimed at 
ending harassment in all of its forms, talks about 
what it means to be a good bystander and how to 
support or help a victim of harassment or violence if 
you see it happening. Even as the CDC warns against 
a potential fourth surge, with COVID cases rising, 
including here in the Northeast, the agency 
announced some encouraging news this week. 
Celine Gounder, professor of medicine and 
infectious diseases at the NYU School of Medicine, 
Bellevue Hospital doctor, medical analyst for CNN 
and the host/producer of American Diagnosis and 
Epidemic podcasts, explains what a CDC study of 
essential workers found, including confirmation that 
the vaccines prevent illness from COVID-19 in real-
world conditions and that they appear to prevent 
even asymptomatic infections. Three Long Island 
community groups came together to create a "The 
People's Plan" for police reform that goes beyond 
what each county submitted to the governor. 
Shanequa Levin, CEO and founder of the Women’s 
Diversity Network and Long Island United steering 
committee member, and Frederick Brewington, 
Nassau County-based civil rights attorney and 
member of Long Island Advocates for Police 
Accountability (LIAFPA), talk about the plan and the 
process of creating it and where it differs from the 
official county submissions. Listeners call in to share 
how they've spent, or are planning to celebrate and 
observe, religious holidays coming up, including 
Passover, Easter, Ramadan and more.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/30/21 New York's 
'Vaccine Passport'; 
Chauvin Trial 
Opening; 
Groundbreaking 
Women; Vaccine 
Appointment Help 

National News, 
Politics, News, 
Vaccines, Social 
Justice, George 
Floyd, History, 
Women, 
Technology, 
Civil Rights, 
Privacy, 
Immigration

New York recently launched a vaccine passport 
called the "Excelsior Pass." Brian Behlendorf, 
executive director of Linux Foundation of Public 
Health, talks about what it is, and how people in the 
open source community are advocating for systems 
like these to be linked, so people don't need to use 
multiple apps. Then, Albert Fox Cahn, founder and 
executive director of the Surveillance Technology 
Oversight Project (STOP) at the Urban Justice Center, 
a New York-based civil rights and privacy group, and 
a fellow at the Engelberg Center for Innovation Law 
& Policy at NYU School of Law, shares concerns 
about privacy and the digital divide. Elie Honig, CNN 
legal analyst, host of the CAFE daily impeachment 
podcast Third Degree and author of the forthcoming 
book Hatchet Man: How Bill Barr Broke the 
Prosecutor's Code and Corrupted the Justice 
Department (HarperCollins, 2021), offers insight and 
analysis on the trial of Derek Chauvin, the former 
Minneapolis police officer charged in the death of 
George Floyd. As Women's History Month draws to a 
close, Alexis Coe, historian and author of, now out in 
paperback, You Never Forget Your First: A Biography 
of George Washington (Penguin Books, 2021) joins 
to discuss some groundbreaking women who were 
the first in their industries, and listeners call in to 
share their favorites. As vaccine eligibility expands 
around the county the question remains: Is everyone 
eligible getting the shot and if not, is it because of 
hesitancy -- or the difficulty of scheduling 
appointments? In a series of conversations, Mitra 
Kalita, co-founder of URL Media and CEO and 
publisher of Epicenter-NYC, joins to talk about how 
about how ID requirements can be a barrier for 
some vulnerable or undocumented New Yorkers. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/29/21 Monday Morning 
Politics; The Most 
Contentious Issues 
in NY Budget 
Negotiations; 
When Prison Is 
Also Your Bank; 
COVID Cases Surge 
in New Jersey

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Foreign Policy, 
President Biden, 
Incarceration, 
Commerce, 
COVID 19, New 
Jersey, New 
York State 
Budget

Gabriel Debenedetti, national correspondent at New 
York Magazine, talks about the latest news from 
Washington, D.C., including the uphill battle the 
Biden administration faces as it confronts the 
previous administration's legacy on foreign policy. 
Christopher Robbins, reporter for Gothamist, and 
Karen DeWitt, Capitol bureau correspondent for 
New York State Public Radio, talk about the biggest 
issues being discussed in Albany ahead of the April 
1st budget deadline. Bianca Tylek, executive director 
of Worth Rises, and Paul Wright, founder and 
executive director of the Human Rights Defense 
Center, and editor of Prison Legal News (PLN), the 
longest-running independent prisoner rights 
publication in U.S. history, explain how corporations 
that contract with private prisons charge hefty fees 
for financial services like money transfers and for 
using debit release cards. Plus, the lucrative business 
of parole and probation violations. While New Jersey 
ramps up its vaccine distribution, the state is 
contending with a stark rise in coronavirus cases. 
Karen Yi, WNYC reporter covering New Jersey, and 
Stephanie Silvera, epidemiologist at Montclair State 
University, bring the latest.

3/26/21 Sen. Gillibrand; 
NYS's Legal Weed 
Deal; 
#AsktheMayor; 
NCAA's Unequal 
Treatment for 
Women 

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Sports, New 
York State 
Budget, 
Cannabis, 
Senate, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, 
Local WNYC, 
Women

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D NY) answers 
questions about the issues facing the senate and the 
state; Alyson Martin, co-founder of Cannabis Wire, 
talks about the latest cannabis-related news from 
Albany as lawmakers eye legalization; New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC; Sally Jenkins, sports 
columnist for the Washington Post and formerly a 
senior writer for Sports Illustrated, talks about the 
recent outrage over the NCAA's unequal treatment 
between men and women athletes competing in 
March Madness, and her own experiences covering 
women’s sports over her career.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/25/21 Municipal 
Workers; Gun 
Regulation 
Prospects; West 
Farms; Vaccine 
Appointment 
Volunteers

News Analysis, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Gun Control, 
Bronx, Special 
Election, 
Community, 
Vaccines, Labor

Henry Garrido, executive director of District Council 
37, the municipal employees' union, responds to the 
Mayor's call for municipal workers to return to 
offices in May, plus the union's endorsements in the 
June 22 primary. Tyler Pager, Washington Post 
White House reporter, and Marianna Sotomayor, 
Washington Post Congressional reporter covering 
the House of Representatives, talk about the 
prospects of any gun control legislation making it 
through Congress, where filibuster reform stands 
and more national political news. David Cruz, 
WNYC/Gothamist news editor, walks us through the 
results of the special election in City Council District 
15 and discusses Tuesday's extremely low voter 
turnout. In early January, Epicenter-NYC, a 
newsletter launched for New Yorkers to get through 
the pandemic, began volunteering to help 
community members make vaccine appointments. 
So far they’ve booked more than 2,600 shots. Mitra 
Kalita, co-founder of URL Media and CEO and 
publisher of Epicenter-NYC, talks about what her and 
other volunteers have learned through the process 
and where access gaps remain.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/24/21 Tracking 
'Breakthrough' 
COVID Infections; 
The City's 
Economic 
Recovery; Biden's 
Call for Gun 
Control; When 
Your Student Loans 
Don't Qualify for 
Relief

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
COVID 19, 
Health, COVID 
Vaccines, 
Economy, Gun 
Control, 
Congress, 
President Biden, 
Student Loans

Katherine Wu, staff writer at The Atlantic who 
covers science, talks about why "breakthrough" 
COVID infections -- which happen after people are 
fully vaccinated -- are inevitable, and why they are 
important to track.  Greg David, contributor covering 
fiscal and economic issues for THE CITY and director 
of the business and economics reporting program 
and Ravitch Fiscal Reporting Program at the 
Newmark Graduate School of Journalism, talks about 
his 5-part series examining the impact of the 
pandemic on the New York City economy. President 
Joe Biden called for tightening gun control laws in 
the wake of two mass shootings in less than a week. 
Jennifer Mascia, a news writer at The Trace, a non-
profit newsroom focusing on gun violence, talks 
about Biden's history on the issue and whether 
Democrats can pass any meaningful reform with the 
filibuster still in place. Congress included federal 
student loan relief with the COVID legislation -- yet 
millions find their loans don't qualify. Molly 
Webster, Radiolab senior correspondent, talks about 
her recent New York Times op-ed explaining how 
she borrowed $78,000, has paid $60,000, and still 
owes $100,000 -- with no relief in sight.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/23/21 The Southern 
Border & NYC; 
Tracking COVID 
Numbers; Cultural 
Critic Rebecca 
Carroll; NJ's Young 
Latino Men 
Devastated by 
COVID

COVID 19, 
Health, New 
Jersey, Race, 
Adoption, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Books, 
Immigration, 
Children

Bitta Mostofi, commissioner of the Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs, and Maria Odom, vice president 
for Legal Programs at Kids in Need of Defense 
(KIND), talk about the situation at the southern 
border and the implications for NYC of Pres. Biden's 
immigration policies. In some areas of New York 
City, positivity rates are reaching 15 percent. Jake 
Dobkin, co-founder of Gothamist, where he's been 
the de facto numbers-cruncher in chief for all things 
COVID-19, runs through the latest numbers, 
including on positivity rates, case rates, 
hospitalizations and vaccinations. Rebecca Carroll, 
former cultural critic at WNYC and the author of 
Surviving the White Gaze: A Memoir (Simon & 
Schuster, 2021), shares her story of growing up as a 
Black child adopted by white parents and her search 
for identity. New Jersey's Latino communities have 
been disproportionately devastated by COVID-19. 
Karen Yi, WNYC reporter covering New Jersey, 
reports on how younger Latino men, especially, have 
died from the disease at much higher rates than 
other groups.

3/19/21 Queens College 
President 
Confronts Violence 
Against Asian 
Americans; COVID-
19 Treatment and 
Prevention; Ask 
The Mayor; Pick Up 
the Phone and Call

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Racism, Bill De 
Blasio, Local 
WNYC, Life, 
History, Health, 
Community

Frank Wu, president of Queens College, talks about 
how he is confronting the rising reports of violence 
against Asian Americans, and how he is leading 
Queens College through this and the pandemic. 
Daniel Griffin, MD, PhD, infectious disease clinician 
and researcher at Columbia, ProHEALTH chief of the 
division of Infectious Disease, senior fellow for 
Infectious Disease at UHG Research and 
Development, and president of Parasites Without 
Borders, talks about what we know about vaccines 
and treatment, in and out of the hospital. The Death, 
Sex & Money team is instituting a new holiday called 
"Pick Up the Phone and Call" day, to help people 
who have become disconnected throughout the 
pandemic get back in touch. Anna Sale, host of the 
WNYC Studios podcast Death, Sex & Money, explains 
how to go about it, and why it's important. Bill de 
Blasio, New York City Mayor, takes calls from 
listeners and discusses this week in NYC.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/22/21 Rep. Grace Meng; 
Hospital Access for 
Low-Income New 
Yorkers is 
Shrinking; How 
Prison Phone 
Companies 
Profited Off the 
Pandemic; The Last 
Fun Thing You Did

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Health, 
Congress, Hate 
Crimes, Racism, 
Immigration, 
Life, COVID 19, 
Hospitals, 
Health Care, 
Incarceration

U.S Representative Grace Meng (D, NY-6) talks about 
the recent hearing on bias and violence toward 
Asian Americans and other issues facing Congress. 
Caroline Lewis, freelance journalist, frequent 
contributor to Gothamist/WNYC and lead reporter 
on the PriceCheckNYC project, shares her reporting 
on how New York State tries to shrink or close 
"safety-net" hospitals -- which serve low-income 
New Yorkers -- and how it affects people's health. 
Prison call rates can cost over $1 a minute and on 
average, an in-state phone call from jail costs three 
times as much as one from prison. Bianca Tylek, 
executive director of Worth Rises, and Ulandis Forte, 
an activist and grandson of Mrs. Martha Wright-
Reed, the namesake of the prison phone justice 
legislation, talk about why the phone companies can 
charge so much and what activists are doing to try to 
make a change. Inspired by a recent article in The 
Gothamist, listeners call in to share the last fun thing 
they did before the pandemic began, and what 
they're looking forward to doing once it's over.

3/18/21 More on the CDC's 
Post-Vaccine 
Guidelines; UFT 
Head Michael 
Mulgrew; West 
Farms 10460: City 
Council Candidate; 
Asian-Americans 
React to Georgia 
Violence

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
COVID 19, Hate 
Crimes, CDC, 
Bronx, 
Education, 
Relief Bill

The CDC's guidelines for vaccinated people are still 
confusing to some people. Stephen Morse, virologist 
and epidemiologist at the Columbia University 
Mailman School of Public Health, clarifies the risks 
associated with different kinds of social gatherings 
and activities. High school buildings are set to re-
open in New York City on Monday and the city 
schools could see an infusion of funding from the 
latest COVID relief bill. Michael Mulgrew, president 
of the United Federation of Teachers, talks about all 
of that, and more. John Sanchez, district manager 
for Bronx Community Board 6, discusses his 
candidacy for City Council in District 15. The killings 
of women of Asian descent in Georgia earlier this 
week have shaken and angered the Asian-American 
community. Joo Han, deputy director of the Asian 
American Federation, reflects on what happened 
and talks about how her group is organizing to 
#StopAsianHate amidst a surge in violence.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/17/21 The Latest COVID 
News; More on 
Cuomo and 
Nursing Homes; 
High School 
Students' Year; 
Conducting a 
Symphony in a 
Pandemic; YMCA 
Sells Camps

Health, Local 
WNYC, Politics, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, 
Children, Music, 
Albany, Senior 
Citizens, 
Governor 
Cuomo, 
Summer

Ravina Kullar, epidemiologist and infectious disease 
expert, discusses the latest COVID-19 developments 
– from the suspension of use of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine in several European countries to the news 
that officials in many states in America are loosening 
pandemic restrictions despite the danger of new 
variants. Bill Hammond, Empire Center’s senior 
fellow for health policy and former NY Daily News 
reporter and columnist, talks about the data he 
uncovered on nursing home deaths in New York 
State and on what we are learning about Gov. 
Cuomo's decision-making in responding to the 
pandemic. Mira Gordon, program lead at the 
Miseducation Podcast and a senior at Barnard 
College, 10th-grader Lauryn Matin and 11th-grader 
Kelvin Agyemang talk about their challenges and 
triumphs over the past year, from online learning to 
being a friend and getting along with parents and 
siblings. Shauna Quill, executive director of the New 
York Youth Symphony, talks about the difficulties of 
bringing musicians together to rehearse and perform 
while COVID still lurks, and how they've managed 
over the past year. Recently, the YMCA of Greater 
New York announced it was putting three of its 
summer camps up for sale, citing budget cuts 
because of the pandemic. Amina Kennedy, former 
camper and counselor with the YMCA of Greater 
New York, and now a member of the board of 
managers for all of its camps as well as a full-time 
teacher, talks about how meaningful the camps 
were in her life, and her concern about what the loss 
of these affordable camps could mean for the city's 
low-income families. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/16/21 Reading Their 
Names: A 
Community 
Mourning Ritual 
for New Yorkers 
Who Died This Year

COVID 19, Local 
WNYC, History, 
Mourning, 
Community

On today's show, we're airing a special on-air 
memorial for people in our area who have died from 
COVID-19. More than 400 WNYC listeners will read 
the names of about 1,700 people -- just a small 
portion of the total -- who have died during the 
pandemic. The names were compiled by THE CITY's 
newsroom and its partners from the Columbia 
Journalism School, Boston College, the Craig 
Newmark School of Journalism at CUNY and 
volunteers, as part of their project an open data 
journalism project to document New Yorkers who 
have died due to COVID-19. Then, after the reading 
of the names of those lost to COVID-19 in New York 
City last year, Jacqueline Lewis, senior minister at 
Middle Collegiate Church in the East Village, reflects 
on this past year.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/14/21 Grammy Day! An 
All Of It Crossover 
Episode

Music, Culture, 
Women, 
Inauguration

It's Grammy day! Our colleagues at WNYC's All Of It 
present a special series of fun, thoughtful and 
illuminating discussions with 5 of the nominees. 
Laura Marling’s album, Song for Our Daughter, 
earned the British singer-songwriter her second 
Grammy nomination for Best Folk Album. During our 
week of interviews with Grammy nominees, she 
joined us for a “Listening Party.” She also performs 
the album's title track. Dan Auerbach of The Black 
Keys joined us to discuss his career and the 
production credits that earned him the nomination. 
In 2019, Emily Lazar made Grammy history as the 
first female mastering engineer to win the award for 
Best Engineered Recording, Non Classical for Beck’s 
Colors. This year, Lazar becomes the first mastering 
engineer to be up for three Grammy Album of the 
Year nominations at once. She joined us to discuss 
her career, as well as her recently launched 
organization, We Are Moving The Needle, whose 
goal is to support women in the music industry. 
Pianist and composer Jon Batiste has two albums 
nominated for Grammy awards and a new album on 
the way. Batiste joined us to talk about both 
projects, his recent Golden Globe win for Pixar's 
"Soul," and to preview his new album, We Are, 
which comes out on March 19. Last year, Black 
Pumas were up for the Grammy for Best New Artist. 
This year, the band - who also performed as part of 
President Biden’s inauguration special - vie for 
Album of the Year, Record of the Year, and Best 
American Roots Performance. Eric Burton and 
Adrian Quesada joined us during our week of 
interviews with Grammy nominees to talk about 
their album, Black Pumas (Deluxe Edition), and share 
an unreleased performance of their Record of the 
Year-nominated song, "Colors." 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/12/21 Recapping Biden's 
Speech; COVID 
Guidelines; Sports 
Fans Return; 
Pandemic Self-
Care: Meditation; 
#AsktheMayor

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Bill de Blasio, 
COVID 19, 
Health, 
Vaccines, 
President Biden, 
Politics, Sports, 
Mental Health 

Ayesha Rascoe, White House correspondent for 
NPR, talks through the latest news coming out of 
Washington, including highlights from President 
Biden's address to the country after signing the $1.9 
trillion economic relief package. Leana Wen, 
emergency physician, professor at George 
Washington University, contributing columnist for 
The Washington Post, CNN medical analyst, and 
former Baltimore Health Commissioner, shares her 
take on the new CDC guidance for vaccinated 
people, and talks about whether she thinks we'll be 
hit with a fourth wave of cases, helped along by the 
many variants, or if enough people will be 
vaccinated quickly enough to stave it off. Fans are 
now allowed in New York's major sports stadiums at 
10% capacity. David Roth, an editor at and co-owner 
of Defector Media, a new sports blog and worker-
owned media company, talks about the capacity 
guidelines and how to score a coveted ticket. For 
this membership drive, we will end each show with a 
ten minute explainer on how to take care of yourself 
during the pandemic. Up next, Regina Rocke, 
Ayurvedic wellness counselor, yoga teacher and 
meditation instructor, talks about how to manage 
stress and anxiety with meditation. New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/11/21 NYC's Mayoral 
Race; Music 
Venues Plan 
Reopenings; Ken 
Burns & Lynn 
Novick; Comedian 
Jordan Klepper; 
Pandemic Self-
Care: Nutrition

COVID 19, Local 
WNYC, Politics, 
National News, 
Comedy, 
Mental Health, 
Nutrition, 
Health, Film, 
History, Music, 
Food

Brigid Bergin, WNYC's senior political correspondent, 
talks about the state of the New York City mayoral 
race. After being completely shut down since the 
pandemic began one year ago, live music venues are 
on the cusp of re-opening. John Schaefer, host of 
WNYC's New Sounds, talks about which local venues 
are reopening soon, how they're doing it safely and 
what the summer music scene might look like. 
Documentary filmmakers Ken Burns and Lynn Novick 
talk about their three-part documentary on Ernest 
Hemingway called "Hemingway," premiering on 
April 5-7 on PBS. Jordan Klepper, comedian, 
television host, and correspondent for The Daily 
Show, reflects on his time covering Trump rallies 
throughout the former President's term. For this 
membership drive, we will end each show with a ten 
minute explainer on how to take care of yourself 
during the pandemic. Up next, nutritionist Kéra 
Nyemb-Diop, PhD., breaks down how to keep a 
healthy and stocked kitchen, what science knows 
about Vitamin D and much more.

3/10/21 Wednesday 
Morning Politics; 
Sen. Cory Booker; 
Rep. Ritchie Torres; 
COVID-19 Info and 
Advice; Pandemic 
Self-Care: Exercise

Health, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Social Justice, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, 
Congress, Relief 
Bill, Children, 
Poverty

Claudia Grisales, Congressional reporter for NPR, 
talks about the latest news on Capitol Hill. U.S. 
Senator Cory Booker (D, NJ) talks about the COVID 
relief bills and the issue of the filibuster and non-
revenue Democrat agenda priorities. Proponents of 
a child tax credit expansion in the $1.9 trillion COVID 
aid bill say that this move will lift millions of children 
and families out of poverty.  U.S. Representative 
Ritchie Torres (D-NY15) is one of this proposal's 
loudest advocates in Washington. He joins us to 
discuss it. Jayne Morgan, MD, cardiologist and 
clinical director of the COVID Task Force for 
Piedmont Healthcare in Atlanta, talks about the 
latest COVID news, including on variants, vaccines 
and guidance for vaccinated people. The next 
installment in or Pandemic Self-Care series: Dylann 
Craig, DPT, director of Sports Medicine and Fitness 
at The Well and owner Impact Physical Therapy, 
answers the internet's burning questions about 
stretching and exercise.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/9/21 Rep. Bonnie 
Watson Coleman; 
The Return of Live 
Theater; NYPR's 
President and CEO; 
COVID News and 
Virology; Pandemic 
Self-Care

Politics, WNYC, 
NYPR, COVID 
19, National 
Politics, New 
Jersey, Health, 
Mental Health, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Culture, 
Performing Arts

U.S. Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman (D, NJ-
12) talks about recent legislation passed by the 
House and her work in Washington and her New 
Jersey district. Michael Paulson, the theater reporter 
for The New York Times, and Susan Feldman, the 
founder and artistic director of St. Ann's Warehouse, 
look ahead to the return of live stage performances 
to NYC. Goli Sheikholeslami, president and CEO of 
New York Public Radio, hadn't been in her new job 
as head of NYPR for very long when the pandemic 
hit. She joins to talk about her background and how 
COVID-19 has affected her job and WNYC. Angela 
Rasmussen, virologist and affiliate at the 
Georgetown Center for Global Health Science and 
Security, breaks down the latest COVID-19 news. For 
this membership drive, we'll end each show with a 
ten-minute explainer on how to take care of yourself 
during the pandemic. Today, Charlene Gamaldo, 
M.D., medical director of the Johns Hopkins Center 
for Sleep at Howard County General Hospital, 
answers the internet's burning questions about 
sleep during the pandemic.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/8/21 COVID Relief Bill; 
NYC Movie 
Theaters 
Reopened; Who 
Profits From 
Equipment Used in 
Prisons?; COVID 
Questions 
Answered; 
Pandemic Self-Care

National News, 
Politics, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
Movie Theaters, 
COVID 19, 
Mental Health, 
Health, Culture, 
Relief Bill, 
Incarceration

Mara Liasson, NPR national political correspondent, 
talks about the latest national political news - 
including the news that the Senate passed the latest, 
$1.9 trillion dollar COVID relief bill over the 
weekend. Last Friday, movie theaters in New York 
City were allowed to reopen at 25 percent capacity. 
John Vanco, general manager of the IFC Center in 
Manhattan, joins to discuss the return of movie 
theaters.  The Brian Lehrer Show and The Greene 
Space have launched a new series called Punishment 
and Profit. Each week we examine one aspect of the 
business side of the prison industry, and ask: who 
stands to gain when people get put away? This week 
we talk to Bianca Tylek, Worth Rises’s executive 
director, and George Joseph, WNYC/Gothamist 
reporter, about the equipment and supplies 
corporations that furnish nearly everything used in 
prisons and jails from desks and uniforms to 
restraint jackets and tear gas.  Jessica Malaty Rivera, 
infectious disease epidemiologist and science 
communication lead at The COVID Tracking Project, 
talks about the latest trends in COVID-19 numbers, 
whether the US will be able to avoid a potential 
fourth wave of cases this spring, and answers your 
questions on vaccines, variants and more. For this 
membership drive, we will end each show with a 
ten-minute explainer on how to take care of yourself 
during the pandemic. Up first, Shereene Idriss, MD, 
board-certified dermatologist, answers the 
internet's most burning questions about skincare 
(and haircare).
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/15/21 One Full Year of 
Pandemic-
Disrupted School; 
Gov. Cuomo's 
Accusers; The 
Digital Panopticon; 
Newborn Parenting 
in a Pandemic

Local WNYC, 
Politics, COVID 
19, Parenting, 
Governor 
Cuomo, Sexual 
Harassment, 
Incarceration, 
Schools, 
Education, 
Children

One year ago, NYC's public schools were shut down. 
WNYC reporter, Jessica Gould, looks back and 
reports on how parents and teachers and students 
carried on and the challenges that remain. Gwynne 
Hogan, reporter for WNYC and Gothamist, talks 
about the various sexual misconduct allegations 
against Governor Cuomo and the investigations into 
them. Plus Karen Hinton, former press aide to Mayor 
de Blasio and former colleague of Governor Cuomo 
at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and Ana Liss, former employee in the 
Cuomo administration, share their experiences 
working under the governor. The Brian Lehrer Show 
and The Greene Space have launched a new series 
called Punishment and Profit. Each week we 
examine one aspect of the business side of the 
prison industry, and ask: who stands to gain when 
people get put away? This week we talk to Bianca 
Tylek, Worth Rises’s executive director, and Albert 
Fox Cahn, executive director of the Surveillance 
Technology Oversight Project, about the data and 
information systems that track individuals in the 
criminal legal system. Sophie Gilbert, staff writer at 
The Atlantic, talks about her experience giving birth 
during the pandemic, and hears stories from 
listeners on how isolating it has been to have a baby 
during COVID.

3/5/21 Friday Morning 
Politics; 
Unionization Vote; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Wearing the City  

Business, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, News, 
News, Politics, 
Labor, Congress, 
Fashion, Bill de 
Blasio

Elana Schor, Politico Congress editor, recaps the 
news out of Congress this week, including two bills 
the House passed on voting rights and policing, and 
more. Lynn Rhinehart, senior fellow at the Economic 
Policy Institute and former general counsel of the 
AFL-CIO, discusses the latest news as Amazon 
workers vote on whether or not to unionize in 
Bessemer and how it may impact Amazon workers 
nationwide. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes 
calls from listeners and discusses this week in NYC. 
Stella Bugbee, New York Magazine editor at large, 
talks about how the newest trend in New York 
fashion is actually just New York itself with more 
people donning merch from their favorite local 
haunts, bookstores, restaurants and cultural 
institutions.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/4/21 Public Advocate; 
TX Gov is Over 
COVID; West 
Farms: 10460; The 
Younger Person's 
Take on the Cuomo 
Allegations

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, COVID 
19, Governor 
Cuomo, Sexual 
Harassment, 
Texas, 
Economy, 
Health, Election 
2021

New York City Public Advocate Jumaane Williams 
talks about his policy plans to help the city recover 
from the pandemic, and previews his "State of the 
People" address. Jeremy Blackman, politics reporter 
for the Houston Chronicle, talks about Governor 
Greg Abbott's decision to end Texas's mask mandate 
and lift all capacity restrictions for businesses in the 
state and how residents and local politicians are 
reacting. Ischia Bravo, district manager for Bronx 
Community Board 7, Latchmi Gopal, community 
organizer working in the Bronx, and Ariel Rivera-
Diaz, finance clerk at the New York City Board of 
Elections and New York State Republican National 
Hispanic Assembly chairman, discuss their candidacy 
for City Council in District 15. Gov. Cuomo has been 
accused of sexual harassment by two women he 
worked with and sexual misconduct by another -- 
but New Yorkers seem split on the appropriateness 
of his behavior. He has now apologized but has not 
resigned. So we're asking listeners under 40 to call in 
and talk about what they think about the kind of 
things he's being accused of doing, and whether 
they think he should remain governor. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/3/21 Mayoral Choices; 
COVID-19 
Treatments; Biden 
and Racial Justice; 
'Coping With 
Cancer'

COVID 19, 
Health, Science, 
Election 2021, 
Social Justice, 
Racial Justice, 
President Biden, 
Ranked Choice 
Voting, Mental 
Health, Books

Jeffery C. Mays, a reporter on the Metro Desk for 
The New York Times, and Elizabeth Kim, senior 
editor for Gothamist, talk about the state of New 
York City's mayoral race. Plus ranked choice voting 
on the phones: listeners call in with their top three 
choices for mayor. Kevin Tracey, MD, president and 
CEO of the Feinstein Institutes for Medical Research, 
talks about how far COVID-19 medical treatments 
have come in the past year and what new 
treatments are being developed and tested. 
President Biden started his presidency with a flurry 
of executive orders related to racial equity. Paul 
Butler, professor at Georgetown Law and the author 
of Chokehold: Policing Black Men (The New Press, 
2017), checks in on what more progress -- if any -- 
the administration has made on advancing racial 
justice. Elizabeth Cohn Stuntz, psychotherapist on 
the faculty of the Westchester Center for 
Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy, cancer survivor, 
Zen practitioner and co-author (with Marsha 
Linehan) of Coping with Cancer: DBT Skills to 
Manage Your Emotions--and Balance Uncertainty 
with Hope (The Guilford Press, 2021), talks about the 
use of dialectical behavior therapy (DBT) as a way of 
facing the psychologically toll of a cancer diagnosis, 
and how it relates to other experiences that give rise 
to uncertainty and fear. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

3/2/21 Albany News; 
Equity & 
Vaccinations; 13th 
Amendment; Gen Z 
on Gender & 
Sexuality

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Albany, New 
York State 
Budget, 
Governor 
Cuomo, Social 
Justice, COVID 
19, Vaccines, 
Incarceration, 
Gender, 
Sexuality

Karen DeWitt, Capitol bureau correspondent for 
New York State Public Radio, talks about the 
legislature's response to the accusations against 
Gov. Cuomo and how the controversy might affect 
this year's budget process, one month away from 
the April 1 state budget deadline. A ProPublica 
investigation finds that "some vaccine programs 
have been designed with inherent barriers that 
disadvantage many people who are most at risk of 
dying from the disease." Caroline Chen, health care 
reporter for ProPublica, explains. The Brian Lehrer 
Show and The Greene Space have launched a new 
series about the business side of the prison industry. 
Each week we examine one aspect of the $80 billion 
dollar prison industrial complex, and ask: who profits 
when people get put away? This week we talk with 
Bianca Tylek, Worth Rises’s executive director, about 
programs that require incarcerated people to work 
for little or no pay, and with U.S. Senator Jeff 
Merkley (D OR) about his "Abolition Amendment" 
which would seek to close the "slavery loophole" in 
the 13th amendment. A new survey from Gallup 
found that 1 in 6 adults in Generation Z identify as 
LGBT. Gen Z listeners call in to talk about gender and 
sexuality.

3/1/21 Gov. Cuomo's 
Mounting 
Scandals; Nat'l 
Politics; COVID 
Latest; Anti-Asian 
Hate Crimes; TV in 
the Pandemic

Governor 
Cuomo, Health, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Albany, Sexual 
Harassment, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, Hate 
Crimes, 
Television

Over the weekend a second woman accused Gov. 
Cuomo of sexual harassment. Josefa Velásquez, 
senior reporter for THE CITY, talks about the story, 
the governor's (and Albany's) reaction and takes 
your calls. Wafaa El-Sadr, university professor of 
epidemiology and medicine at Columbia University 
Mailman School of Public Health and director of ICAP 
at Columbia University, talks about the latest local 
COVID-19 news including the decline in positive 
cases overall but an increase in virus variants 
detected. Arun Venugopal, senior reporter for 
WNYC's race & justice unit, talks about the rise in 
attacks on Asian Americans in the past year since the 
pandemic began. Alison Herman, staff writer at The 
Ringer, where she writes about television, recaps 
Sunday night's Golden Globes ceremony, and talks 
about how the pandemic is changing what people 
are watching and how television is made. 
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/26/21 Allegations Against 
Gov. Cuomo; 
COVID's Toll on 
Filipino Nurses; Ask 
the Mayor; 
Investing Advice

Education, Local 
WNYC, COVID 
19, Mayor de 
Blasio, 
Governor 
Cuomo, Sexual 
Harassment, 
Politics, News, 
Personal 
Finance, 
Healthcare, 
Immigration, 
Race 

Alexis Grenell, o-founder of Pythia Public, a political 
and public affairs firm, and frequent contributor to 
the Daily News, talks about the latest news 
surrounding Governor Andrew Cuomo, including 
allegations made by a former adviser that she was 
sexually harassed by the governor. Filipinos make up 
4 percent of nurses in the U.S. but account for a 
third of the nurses who have died from COVID-19 
nationwide. Tracie Hunte, correspondent for The 
Experiment, a new series from The Atlantic and 
WNYC Studios, and Gabrielle Berbey, associate 
producer for The Experiment, discuss their reporting 
on how Filipino Americans came to work the 
frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic. Michelle 
Singletary, writer of the nationally syndicated 
personal finance column The Color of Money, which 
appears in The Washington Post, answers listener 
questions on how to invest, save, and grow their 
money. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls 
from listeners and discusses this week in NYC.  
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/25/21 Rep. Jeffries; Two 
NYPD Stories; West 
Farms: 10460: City 
Council 
Candidates; MLB 
and the Negro 
Leagues

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
Politics, 
Congress, Relief 
Bill, NYPD, City 
Council, Election 
2021, Sports, 
Black History 
Month, Bronx

U.S. Representative Hakeem Jeffries (D NY-8th, 
Brooklyn and Queens), House Democrats chairman, 
talks about the latest on the COVID-19 relief bill, and 
other national issues before Congress. Jake 
Offenhartz, Gothamist/WNYC reporter, reports on 
how the NYPD's Strategic Response Group - formed 
as an anti-terror squad -- instead wound up heavily 
policing protests this past summer. Plus: Gothamist 
and WNYC filed a public records request years ago 
with the Bronx DA's office, asking to see an internal 
database they maintained of NYPD officers with 
credibility issues -- but the office has never released 
the information. George Joseph, reporter for 
WNYC's race & justice unit, talks about Gothamist's 
and WNYC's lawsuit against the Bronx DA for its 
failure to comply with the request, and why it's so 
important that it's made public. As part of our series 
West Farms 10460, we'll be interviewing candidates 
competing in the City Council District 15 special 
election. We begin these candidate interviews with 
Elisa Crespo, education liaison for the office of the 
Bronx Borough President, Oswald Feliz, tenant 
lawyer and adjunct professor at Hostos Community 
College, and Kenny Agosto, district director to New 
York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey. In December, 
Major League Baseball announced that the Negro 
Leagues would be included in MLB's history and 
statistics. Bob Kendrick, president of the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, MO, talks 
about the effort that went into convincing MLB to 
take that long-sought action and what it means for 
the legacies of the players.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/24/21 COVID Relief & 
Equity; Municipal 
Elections; New 
Podcast La Brega; 
Therapists on 
Therapy Now

Politics, News, 
Local WNYC, 
Life, Racism, 
Social Justice, 
Mental Health, 
Healthcare, 
Election 2021, 
Puerto Rico, 
Relief Bill

Heather McGhee, chair of Color of Change board of 
directors and the author of The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper 
Together (One World, 2021), talks about her new 
book and how the Biden COVID-19 relief bill would 
address issues of equity. With the June primary four 
months away, Brigid Bergin, the City Hall and politics 
reporter for WNYC, and David Cruz, 
WNYC/Gothamist news editor, talk about some of 
the factors shaping the race, including big 
endorsements and big money. Alana Casanova-
Burgess, host of La Brega, and reporter and producer 
for WNYC's On the Media, talks about her new 
podcast, La Brega: Stories of the Puerto Rican 
Experience, including what "la brega" means to 
Puerto Ricans, and how it so often defines life on the 
island. Lori Gottlieb, psychotherapist, co-host of the 
Dear Therapists podcast, and the author of Maybe 
You Should Talk to Someone: A Therapist, HER 
Therapist, and Our Lives Revealed (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2019), talks about how the role and job of 
therapist has been affected by the pandemic as 
therapists call in to share their stories. 

2/23/21 Sen. Gillibrand; 
State Sen. Biaggi; 
Police Reform from 
Inside; Pandemic 
Pet Training

Politics, News, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
COVID 19, 
Governor 
Cuomo, Police 
Reform, Pets

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D NY) talks about the 
COVID-19 relief bill and other issues facing New 
Yorkers. State Senator Alessandra Biaggi (D, 34th) 
talks about the details of her bill, which would repeal 
Governor Cuomo's expanded emergency powers, 
which he was granted last spring at the start of the 
pandemic. Rosa Brooks, law professor at 
Georgetown University and founder of 
Georgetown's Innovative Policing Program and the 
author of Tangled Up in Blue: Policing the American 
City (Penguin Press, 2021), talks about what she 
learned after joining the Washington, DC, 
Metropolitan Police Department as a reserve officer 
to learn about police reform from inside the 
profession. Pet adoptions have boomed since the 
start of the pandemic, and trainers and pet behavior 
specialists are booked for weeks in advance. Robert 
Haussmann, certified trainer and behavior specialist 
and co-founder of Dogboy NYC, takes your calls if 
you've acquired a pet in recent months and have 
questions about training, bonding and other 
behavior issues brought up by pandemic life.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/22/21 Rep. Tom Suozzi; 
New York's COVID 
Stats; Prison 
Business; Black 
History

COVID 19, 
Health, History, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Business, Black 
History Month, 
Incarceration

U.S. Representative Tom Suozzi (D NY3, parts of 
Long Island and Queens) talks about Congress and 
the Biden agenda and the role of the bipartisan 
Problem Solvers Caucus. Jake Dobkin, co-founder of 
Gothamist, where he's been the de facto numbers-
cruncher in chief for all things COVID-19, and Nsikan 
Akpan, WNYC's health and science editor, talk about 
the latest COVID-19 news, including how New York's 
positivity rates compare to elsewhere in the country 
and globally. The Brian Lehrer Show and The Greene 
Space have launched a new series about the 
business side of the prison industry. Each week we 
examine one aspect of the $80 billion dollar prison 
industrial complex, and ask: who profits when 
people get put away? This week we talk about 
personnel and companies that contract with prisons 
to provide training for correctional staff with Bianca 
Tylek, Worth Rises’s executive director, and Insha 
Rahman, vice president of Advocacy and 
Partnerships at the Vera Institute of Justice, one of 
the largest justice reform organizations in the 
country. Jonathan Scott Holloway, president of 
Rutgers University and the author of The Cause of 
Freedom: A Concise History of African Americans 
(Oxford University Press, 2021), talks about African 
American history in the context of today's realities.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/19/21 Rep. Malinowski; 
Vaccine Messaging; 
Introverts and 
Extroverts; 
#AskTheMayor

National News, 
Politics, News, 
Local WNYC, 
Life, Health, 
Science, Bill de 
Blasio, COVID 
19, Vaccines, 
Congress, New 
Jersey, Human 
Rights, Mental 
Health, 
Community

U.S. Representative Tom Malinowski (D NJ-7) served 
as assistant secretary of state for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor in the Obama 
administration. He talks about the relief package and 
the Biden approach to foreign policy and human 
rights, plus other national issues. Katherine Wu, staff 
writer for The Atlantic, where she covers science, 
discusses the need for better messaging when it 
comes to the COVID-19 vaccine and takes calls from 
listeners whose friends and family members are 
skeptical about the vaccine. In any other year, 
extroverts had it over introverts in terms of dealing 
with the social pressures and interactions of daily 
life. This year, it may be the introverts who are 
having an easier time. We take your calls on how 
you're coping with limited social interactions if 
you're naturally extroverted, and if you're 
introverted: have you reached a limit on how much 
alone time you can take? New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC.
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Airdate Title Issues Summary

2/18/21 Paul Krugman on 
Biden's Recovery 
Plans; 
Assemblyman Ron 
Kim Responds to 
Cuomo's Attack; 
Housing and West 
Farms; The Teens 
Are Not Okay

News, Governor 
Cuomo, Albany, 
Local WNYC, 
Politics, Nursing 
Homes, 
Economy, Relief 
Bill, Bronx, 
Parenting, 
Housing

Paul Krugman, Nobel laureate in economics, New 
York Times columnist, distinguished professor at the 
City University of New York Graduate Center, and 
the author of (now in paperback) Arguing with 
Zombies: Economics, Politics, and the Fight for a 
Better Future (W. W. Norton & Company, 2020), 
offers his analysis on Pres. Biden's economic 
recovery plans and why deficits shouldn't be a big 
concern. In Wednesday's press briefing Governor 
Cuomo singled out state legislator Ron Kim in an 
intensifying back and forth over how the state 
handled nursing homes and COVID-19. 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D 40th District, portions of 
Whitestone, Flushing and Murray Hill) responds to 
the Governor's verbal attack and talks about how he 
thinks the state's nursing home policies have 
affected his district. According to data from the 
Association for Neighborhood and Housing 
Development, the West Farms section of the Bronx 
saw some of the highest rates of eviction in 2019. In 
2021, the economic toll of the pandemic and an 
expiring eviction moratorium threaten tenants in the 
neighborhood. Barika Williams, executive director of 
the Association for Neighborhood Housing and 
Development, and Fernando Mancias, supervising 
attorney in the housing unit for the Bronx at Legal 
Services NYC, on this and the community-led 
organizing efforts in response. The pandemic has 
been especially challenging for teenagers and their 
parents. Abigail Gewirtz, child psychologist, 
professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of 
Education and Human Development and the author 
of When the World Feels Like a Scary Place: Essential 
Conversations for Anxious Parents and Worried Kids 
(Workman Publishing Company, 2020), offers advice 
to families on how to cope and communicate.
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2/17/21 COVID-19 News; 
How to Navigate 
the Byzantine 
Vaccination 
Appointment 
System; Queens 
Special Election; 
Subway Update 
with Sarah 
Feinberg

News, MTA, 
Transportation, 
Local WNYC, 
Special Election, 
Queens, 
Vaccines, CDC, 
Public Health, 
Bronx

Dhruv Khullar, M.D., contributing writer at The New 
Yorker and a practicing physician and an assistant 
professor at Weill Cornell Medical College, talks 
about the latest COVID-19 news including why 
vaccine hesitancy still exists in healthcare settings 
and updated CDC guidance on how to behave after 
receiving a dose of vaccine. Lois J. Bookhardt-
Murray, M.D., chief medical officer of the Morris 
Heights Health Center in the Bronx, and Tomas 
Ramos, founder and CEO of the Bronx Rising 
Initiative, a nonprofit organization that works with 
private companies to secure funding for Bronx-based 
health care organizations and helps seniors and 
essential workers register for vaccinations, help 
listeners navigate the difficult process of signing up 
for vaccine appointments in New York City. Early 
voting is underway ahead of the Feb. 23 special 
election to fill the City Council seat for the District 31 
Queens neighborhoods of Arverne, Brookville, 
Edgemere, Far Rockaway, Laurelton, Rosedale, 
Springfield Gardens. David Brand, managing editor 
of the Queens Daily Eagle, and Christine Chung, 
Queens reporter for The City, talk about who's 
running and why this election may be the first real 
test of the new Ranked Choice Voting system. Sarah 
Feinberg, interim president of New York City Transit, 
talks about the latest news on subways, including a 
shorter overnight shutdown, crime reports and 
budgets. 
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2/16/21 Cuomo's Crisis 
Powers; The End of 
the Trump 
Presidency; 
Today's Identity 
Politics; Noticing 
More Bugs?

Governor 
Cuomo, Local 
WNYC, Pests, 
Racism, White 
Supremacy, 
Politics, News, 
New York State

New York State Senator Liz Krueger (D, WF, 28th, 
Manhattan's East Side), chair of the Finance 
Committee, discusses the calls to limit Gov. Cuomo's 
crisis powers and other news related to her role as 
Chair of the NYS Senate Finance Committee. Now 
that the impeachment trial is over, Kai Wright, host 
of the WNYC's The United States of Anxiety, talks 
about what happens to the white supremacy 
movement without Pres. Trump in the White House. 
Gary Younge, journalist, professor of sociology at the 
University of Manchester and the author of Who Are 
We?: How Identity Politics Took Over the World 
(Bold Type Books, 2011), now with a new paperback 
edition, talks about identity groups and power in 
today's politics. Because so many are working and 
learning from home, people have noticed that there 
are also a lot of bugs sharing their spaces. Danny 
Lewis, reporter and producer in the WNYC 
newsroom, shares his reporting on the rise of home 
infestations and listeners call in to share their 
stories.

2/15/21 A Second 
Impeachment 
Acquittal; The 
History of 
Presidents Day; 
Biden's Ban on 
Private Prisons; 
How COVID 
Mutates

Politics, 
National News, 
History, Social 
Justice, COVID 
19, Science, 
Incarceration

Washington correspondent for New York magazine, 
talks about the latest political news including the 
conclusion of Donald Trump's second impeachment 
trial and where the GOP goes from here. Alexis Coe, 
presidential historian and author of You Never 
Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington 
(Penguin Books, 2021), talks about celebrating 
Presidents Day soon after the events of January 6th 
and about Washington's "Farewell Address" and the 
precedent he set for leaving office. The Greene 
Space has launched a new series about the business 
side of the prison industry, everything from prison 
labor to companies who contract with prisons to 
provide health care, food and other services. Who 
profits when people get put away? We dig into the 
history of private prisons in America and where 
Biden's executive order falls in that story. Guests: 
Bianca Tylek, Worth Rises’ executive director, and 
Eunice Cho, senior staff attorney for the ACLU 
National Prison Project focusing on immigration 
detention. Paul Bieniasz, virologist and a professor at 
The Rockefeller University in New York City, breaks 
down what scientists know so far about the COVID-
19 variants. 
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2/12/21 Preet Bharara on 
Impeachment; 
Vaccine Ethics; Ask 
the Mayor; 
Pandemic 
Relationships

Bill de Blasio, 
COVID 19, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Local WNYC, 
Vaccines, Ethics, 
Relationships, 
Life

Preet Bharara, former U.S. Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, host of the CAFE podcast Stay 
Tuned and Doing Justice, based on his book Doing 
Justice: A Prosecutor's Thoughts on Crime, 
Punishment, and the Rule of Law (Knopf, 2019), 
offers analysis of the second impeachment trial of 
former president Donald Trump. Since the start of 
the vaccine rollout, people have been grappling with 
questions of who deserves to get vaccinated fist, and 
whether taking the vaccine (if given the opportunity 
to take one but not technically eligible, or technically 
eligible but not at high risk) means that you're taking 
it away from someone who somehow deserves it 
more. Faith Fletcher, assistant professor in the 
Department of Health Behavior at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham School of Public Health and 
a senior advisor to the Hastings Center, a bioethics 
research institute, talks about the right way to think 
about these sorts of questions and takes your calls. 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from 
listeners and discusses this week in NYC. Ahead of 
Valentine's Day weekend, Lisa Bonos, dating and 
relationships writer for The Washington Post, joins 
to take calls from listeners on how their 
relationships have changed nearly one year into the 
pandemic. 

2/11/21 Impeachment Trial 
Analysis; Speaker 
Corey Johnson; 
Public Health in 
West Farms; 
Indoor Dining 

National News, 
News, Politics, 
Impeachment, 
Restaurants, 
COVID 19, 
Public Health, 
City Council, 
Police Reform, 
Bronx, Science, 
Labor

Elie Honig, CNN legal analyst and host of the CAFE 
daily impeachment podcast Third Degree, talks 
about the ongoing Senate impeachment trial of 
former president Donald Trump. New York City 
Council Speaker Corey Johnson talks about the City 
Council's police reform proposals and other matters 
on the Council agenda. Diana Hernandez, associate 
professor of sociomedical sciences at the Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health, and 
Sybil Hodgson, M.D., medical director of the 
Montefiore Medical Group West Farms Family 
Practice, discuss the health toll of the pandemic on 
the West Farms section of the Bronx. Indoor dining 
in New York City is set to return at 25% capacity on 
February 12th. Caroline Chen, health care reporter 
for ProPublica, talks about the science of indoor 
transmission and takes calls from restaurant workers 
on how they feel about going back.
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2/10/21 Impeachment 
Recap; COVID 
Vaccine Policies; 
Getting Women 
Elected; Ethics of 
Owl-Watching 

Politics, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Health, Nature, 
Impeachment, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, 
Environment, 
Women

Ari Melber, chief legal correspondent for MSNBC 
and host of "The Beat with Ari Melber", joins to 
preview the Senate impeachment trial of former 
president Donald Trump. The medical community is 
debating whether to use all COVID-19 vaccine doses 
on hand or hold back some to make sure the supply 
of second shots is secure. Jonathan Cohn, senior 
national correspondent at HuffPost, breaks down 
each side of the argument. Stephanie Schriock, 
outgoing president of EMILY’s List and the author of 
Run to Win: Lessons in Leadership for Women 
Changing the World (Dutton, 2021), talks about her 
book and shares what she's learned about getting 
women elected to office. The pandemic has drawn 
more interest to NYC's birds, especially this winter's 
owls. With socially-distanced crowds gathering each 
evening in Central Park to catch sight of a snowy 
owl, Kaitlyn Parkins, senior conservation biologist at 
New York City Audubon, offers guidance on how to 
participate without causing harm to the birds.

2/9/21 An Economist on 
COVID Relief; NYC 
Housing; Vaccine 
Latest; Summer 
Plans

COVID 19, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Economy, Relief 
Bill, Housing, 
Local WNYC, 
Vaccines, 
Summer, 
Community

Claudia Sahm, economist, founder of Stay-at-Home-
Macro Consulting, and contributing opinion writer to 
Bloomberg and The New York Times, discusses the 
latest developments in the push for more COVID 
relief and the path to a robust economic recovery. 
Community Service Society of New York president 
and CEO David Jones and housing policy analyst 
Samuel Stein talk about the CSS report assessing 
Mayor de Blasio's housing plan, done with an eye to 
evaluating the candidates running for the office this 
year. The medical community is debating on 
whether to use all COVID-19 vaccine doses on hand 
or hold back those for second shots. Jayne Morgan, 
M.D., cardiologist and clinical director of the COVID 
Task Force for Piedmont Healthcare in Atlanta, 
breaks down the science plus what side effects some 
are experiencing after their second doses. With 
Governor Cuomo's announcement that weddings 
with up to 150 people can resume on March 15th (as 
long as attendees get a COVID-19 test), we ask 
listeners: are you starting to plan large social 
gatherings for later in the spring and summer and 
what contingency plans do you have in place?
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2/8/21 Big Tech; Mask-
Wearing Best 
Practices; Design 
and Prisons; Black 
History in Public 
Health

COVID 19, 
Politics, News, 
National News, 
Health, Social 
Justice, Science, 
Prison Reform, 
Architecture, 
Technology, 
Free Speech, 
Public Health, 
Black History 
Month, 
Medicine

Emily Bazelon, staff writer for The New York Times 
Magazine, co-host of Slate's Political Gabfest 
podcast, Truman Capote fellow for creative writing 
and law at Yale Law School and author of Charged: 
The New Movement to Transform American 
Prosecution and End Mass Incarceration (Random 
House, 2019), talks about her reporting on why Big 
Tech is policing speech and disinformation, how 
state legislatures are working to restrict voting rights 
and more national political news. John Volckens, 
professor of mechanical engineering and the 
director of the Center for Energy Development and 
Health at Colorado State University, breaks down 
mask-wearing best practices and takes your calls. 
The Greene Space has launched a new series about 
the business side of the prison industry, everything 
from prison labor to companies who contract with 
prisons to provide health care, food and other 
services. Who profits when people get put away? Up 
first, a conversation about prison design and 
construction with Bianca Tylek, Worth Rises’s 
executive director, Johnny Perez, the director of the 
U.S. Prisons Program for the National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture, and Raphael Sperry, a 
leader of Architects / Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility, where he leads a national campaign 
to ban the design of spaces that violate human 
rights, and a board member of Designing Justice + 
Designing Spaces, the first architecture and 
development firm dedicated to ending mass 
incarceration through building restorative 
alternatives. Heather Butts, assistant professor at 
Long Island University, lecturer at Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health, and co-
founder and executive director of H.E.A.L.T.H. for 
Youths, shares the stories of relatively unknown 
people of color who have had significant impact in 
medicine and public health throughout history. 
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2/5/21 Pandemic 
Parenting; 
Vaccines & 
Variants; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Super Bowl Calls

COVID 19, 
Politics, News, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Health, Life, 
Working from 
Home, 
Education, 
Vaccines, 
Sports, Racial 
Justice 

Jessica Bennett, editor at large for The New York 
Times, and Dekeda Brown, autism mom and 
advocate and founder of the nonprofit Walk One 
Day In Our Shoes, talk about a new New York Times 
project called "Primal Scream" which collects diary 
entries from working mothers across the country on 
how they're managing life as we enter into the 11th 
month of the pandemic. Angela Rasmussen, 
virologist and affiliate at the Georgetown Center for 
Global Health Science and Security, talks about the 
latest in vaccine news, including how effective 
current vaccines are against transmission and what 
we know about the upcoming vaccines from 
AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson. New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC. The Super Bowl is this 
Sunday, and while the traditional parties will have to 
be put on hold because of COVID, listeners call in to 
share who they're rooting for and why, and whether 
between concussions and the league's late embrace 
of racial justice advocacy they have considered not 
supporting the NFL.
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2/4/21 Biden's 
Immigration 
Actions; How to 
Protect Black Girls; 
West Farms 10460: 
An Overview; The 
Role of Black 
History Month in 
Black Lives

News, Racism, 
Black History 
Month, Bronx, 
Health, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Gender, 
Immigration 

Elora Mukherjee, director of Columbia Law School’s 
Immigrants’ Rights Clinic, talks about the recent 
executive orders by Pres. Biden and the impact of 
the changes on immigration policies and how they're 
carried out. Ashley Gantt, organizer with the 
Rochester chapter of the New York Civil Liberties 
Union, and Ashley Sawyer, attorney and director of 
Policy and Government Relations at Girls for Gender 
Equity, an intergenerational organization committed 
to the physical, psychological, social, and economic 
development of girls and women, talk about the 
aftermath of an incident in which Rochester police 
pepper-spraying a 9-year-old girl while responding 
to a report of “family trouble," and the need to 
protect Black girls from gender- and racial-based 
violence. Gregory Jost, adjunct professor of 
sociology at Fordham University and a researcher, 
facilitator, and organizer with expertise on the 
history of redlining and the Bronx, and Wanda 
Salaman, a longtime activist and the executive 
director of Mothers on the Move, a member-led 
community organization that advocates for the well-
being of low-income people of color in the South 
Bronx, offer a historical and sociological overview of 
a neighborhood in the Bronx that has become the 
epicenter of the economic toll of the coronavirus 
pandemic and kick off our series, West Farms 10460. 
United States of Anxiety's host Kai Wright and senior 
producer Veralyn Williams talk about their feelings 
around Black History Month -- skepticism and 
enthusiasm, respectively, and its origins.
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2/3/21 Investigating the 
Insurrection; 
COVID-19 Variants; 
A 'Community 
History' of Blacks in 
America

Racism, Health, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Science, COVID 
19, Books, Black 
History Month, 
Vaccines, 
Transportation, 
Labor, Capitol 
Insurrection

Katie Benner, Justice Department reporter at The 
New York Times, talks about where the Justice 
Department and FBI are in their investigations into 
the insurrection at the Capitol on January 6th. 
Apoorva Mandavilli, New York Times reporter 
focusing on science and global health, talks about 
the latest news on the COVID-19 variants from the 
U.K. and South Africa, and whether the current 
vaccines can provide any protection against them. 
Keisha Blain, University of Pittsburgh historian and 
president of the African American Intellectual 
History Society, and Ibram X. Kendi, professor in the 
Humanities and the founding director of the Boston 
University Center for Antiracist Research and 
columnist at The Atlantic, talk about this moment in 
Black history and their new collection of 80 writers' 
and 10 poets' take on the American story, Four 
Hundred Souls: A Community History of African 
America, 1619-2019 (One World, 2021). Cab drivers 
call in to share whether they feel safe from COVID 
while working and what precautions they are taking, 
plus talk about whether they'll take the vaccine, now 
that they're eligible. 
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2/2/21 News from the 
Capitol; Racial 
Disparities in NYC's 
Vaccine Rollout; 
The Mayor's Job; 
Aging...in a 
Pandemic

Bill se Blasio, 
COVID 19, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Racism, Health, 
Life, Local 
WNYC, Aging, 
Relationships, 
Election 2021

Jake Sherman, co-founder of Punchbowl News, and 
Anna Palmer, co-founder and CEO of Punchbowl 
News, who co-host "The Daily Punch" podcast and 
are the co-authors of The Hill to Die On: The Battle 
for Congress and the Future of Trump's America 
(Crown, 2018), talk about the latest political news 
from Washington, D.C. Overall, Black and Latino 
residents have received half the share of vaccines 
expected for them based on the city’s population 
makeup. Mark Levine, New York City council 
member (D, district 7, Washington Heights, West 
Harlem, Upper West Side) and chair of the Council 
Health Committee, talks about the data, and what 
the city can do to remedy the disparities. Ahead of 
the June primary, Brigid Bergin, the City Hall and 
politics reporter for WNYC, explains what the job of 
a mayor really entails; plus takes listeners' calls on 
what issues they'd like Brian to focus on in the next 
round of mayoral candidate interviews.  Anna Sale, 
host of the WNYC Studios podcast Death, Sex & 
Money, and Jo Ann Allen, news host at Colorado 
Public Radio and the host of the podcast "Been 
There Done That," all about the lives and stories of 
Baby Boomers, talk about what they found out when 
they asked listeners to share their thoughts on 
aging, including worries around health, money and 
how it has affected their relationships -- plus take 
your calls. 
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2/1/21 Monday Morning 
Politics; Queens 
Special Election; 
Losing Relatives to 
QAnon; Baratunde 
Thurston

Politics, News, 
Local WNYC, 
Life, QAnon, 
Election 2021, 
Special Election, 
Queens, 
National News, 
President Biden

Amanda Terkel, HuffPost Washington bureau chief, 
talks about the latest national political news, 
including negotiations on the next COVID relief bill 
and previewing former President Trump's second 
impeachment trial. Most voters in the city will only 
have to cast a ballot twice this year--once in the June 
primary and again in the November general election. 
Some residents, however, will have to vote three 
times due to four special City Council elections in the 
Bronx and Queens. David Brand, managing editor of 
the Queens Daily Eagle, and Habib Rahman, host on 
TBN24, a Bangla language news channel that airs on 
Facebook live and Youtube live, talk about the first 
special election taking place in Queens 24th district 
to replace Rory Lancman, and take your calls on who 
you're voting for (Election Day is February 2nd). 
Steven Hassan, mental health professional and 
author of The Cult of Trump: A Leading Cult Expert 
Explains How the President Uses Mind Control (Free 
Press October 15, 2019), takes calls from listeners 
who have lost family members to the QAnon 
conspiracy, and offers advice. Baratunde Thurston, 
writer and activist and the host of the podcast How 
to Citizen with Baratunde, talks about the political 
moment we're in as President Biden begins his 
presidency calling for unity, while Americans are 
anything but united. 

1/29/21 Variants & 
Vaccinations; Pres. 
Biden's Climate 
Agenda; 
#AskTheMayor; 
Pandemic Pod 
Check-In

Environment, 
Health, Life, 
Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Science, COVID 
19, Bill de 
Blasio, 
President Biden, 
Climate Change 

A new coronavirus variant identified in South Africa 
has been found in the United States for the first 
time, with two cases diagnosed in South Carolina 
Thursday. Krutika Kuppalli, infectious diseases 
physician with expertise in emerging infections and 
biosecurity, talks about the differences between the 
COVID-19 strains, how well vaccines work on each, 
and takes your calls. Lisa Friedman, reporter at the 
New York Times covering climate and environmental 
policy, discusses President Biden's push to address 
climate change through executive orders. Listeners 
call in to share how their pandemic-era social pods 
are faring. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio takes 
calls from listeners and discusses this week in NYC. 
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1/28/21 Congressman 
Espaillat; State 
Senator Salazar; 
GameStop; In-
Person in New 
Jersey Schools

Life, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, News, 
Politics, Social 
Justice, New 
York State 
Budget, Taxes, 
Economy, New 
Jersey, 
Education, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, 
Business, 

U.S. Representative Adriano Espaillat (D, NY-13) talks 
about his district's experience with COVID-19 and 
vaccinations, plus the new administration's priorities 
and Congress. New York State Senator Julia Salazar 
(D, WF - 18th district) talks about her plan to avoid 
major budget cuts in New York State by instituting a 
tax on all Wall Street transactions -- and other 
priorities for the supermajority in Albany. Hannah 
Denham, national business reporter on The 
Washington Post's breaking news team, explains the 
day traders' impact on stock prices and hedge funds. 
The CDC recently found that schools weren't big 
contributors to spreading COVID-19 and could re-
open for in-person instruction if certain precautions 
are taken. Andrew Rice, contributing editor at New 
York Magazine, reports on how the school re-
opening debate has remained testy in a progressive 
New Jersey suburb -- and the school buildings 
remain closed. Plus, Nancy Solomon, WNYC's New 
Jersey reporter, talks about how Governor Murphy is 
figuring into local districts' decisions on how to 
conduct school this year - as well as the role COVID-
19 vaccine distribution is playing.

1/27/21 Rep. Ritchie Torres; 
Investigation Into 
the NYPD's Protest 
Response; COVID 
Long-Haulers; How 
the Pandemic May 
Change Office Life

Local WNYC, 
National News, 
News, Politics, 
Police Reform, 
Racism, Social 
Justice, NYPD, 
COVID 19, Work 
from Home, 
Housing

U.S. Representative Ritchie Torres (D-NY15), talks 
about his first weeks in Congress and his priorities, 
plus the new Biden administration's priorities. The 
Department of Investigation found that the NYPD 
made serious errors during the racial justice protests 
last summer. Margaret Garnett, commissioner of the 
Department of Investigation, talks about what they 
found, and what they recommend the NYPD do to 
improve its protest response. Plus, she discusses 
another report that found major flaws in the city's 
lead remediation work in NYCHA housing. Aluko 
Hope, MD, co-director of the COVID-19 Recovery 
Engagement Clinic at Montefiore Health Systems in 
New York, talks about some of the "long-haul" 
symptoms that patients who have had COVID-19 are 
experiencing. Since the pandemic hit, millions of 
office workers shifted to working remotely. John 
Seabrook, staff writer for The New Yorker, talks 
about whether this shift has transformed office life 
forever.  
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1/26/21 Rep. Mondaire 
Jones; Andrew 
Yang; Police 
Reform; Can 
Employers Require 
Vaccinations?

Politics, News, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
Election 2021, 
Vaccines, Labor, 
Impeachment, 
Police Reform, 
NYPD

U.S. Representative Mondaire Jones (D- NY17, 
Rockland County and part of Westchester County), 
talks about his first weeks in Congress in the wake of 
the attack and amid the pandemic, as the Biden 
administration gets underway. Andrew Yang, 
entrepreneur, founder of Humanity Forward, 2020 
Democratic presidential hopeful, now running for 
NYC Mayor in 2021, talks about his campaign. Last 
summer, during protests against police violence 
spurred by George Floyd's death, protesters say 
police used excessive force to disperse the crowd 
(the city now also acknowledges this to be true). 
Jami Floyd, senior editor for race and justice at 
WNYC, and Selenah Martin, a protestor, talk about 
what happened that night, and what kinds of police 
reform advocates and protesters are calling for. 
Dorit Reiss, law professor at the University of 
California Hastings College of the Law who 
specializes in vaccine law policy, talks about whether 
employers can legally mandate their employees to 
get vaccinated. 

1/25/21 Monday Morning 
Politics; Extremists 
in the Military; The 
Pandemc's Toll on 
Mental Health; 
Immigrants' Hopes

Politics, News, 
COVID 19, 
Military, Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Mental Health, 
Immigration

Tarini Parti, White House reporter at The Wall Street 
Journal, talks about the latest national political 
news. Analysis from NPR finds that nearly 1 in 5 
people charged over their alleged involvement in the 
attack on the U.S. Capitol appear to have a military 
history. This study comes amid fears that right wing 
extremism in the U.S. military is on the rise. Leo 
Shane III, deputy editor for Military Times and 
former Stars and Stripes reporter, joins us to discuss 
this alarming trend. Not surprisingly, this year has 
been terrible for our collective mental health. 
Reports of depression, anxiety, insomnia and suicidal 
ideation are way up. Ashwin Vasan, MD, PhD, 
epidemiologist and professor at Columbia and C.E.O. 
of Fountain House, a community-based mental and 
public health organization, talks about what the 
Biden administration can do to address this dire 
issue and takes your calls. Immigrant listeners call in 
to talk about their hopes for the Biden 
administration. 
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1/22/21 The Biden 
Administration's 
First Few Days; 
Operation Warp 
Speed and the 
Chaotic Vaccine 
Rollout; Ask the 
Mayor; Hari 
Kondabolu & W. 
Kamau Bell 

News, Health, 
Vaccine, Biden, 
Ask The Mayor, 
Comedy, Life, 
Racism, Social 
Justice, Local 
WNYC, 

Natasha Korecki, White House reporter for Politico, 
talks about what policy moves the Biden 
administration is making in its first few days. Then, 
listeners call in to talk about how some of President 
Biden's executive actions affect them personally -- 
including on immigration and expanded 
unemployment. Caroline Chen, health care reporter 
for ProPublica, discusses her reporting on the 
chaotic vaccine rollout and explains what's 
happening on the ground. Bill de Blasio, New York 
City Mayor, takes calls from listeners and discusses 
this week in NYC. Hari Kondabolu, co-host of the 
podcast Politically Re-Active, with W. Kamau Bell, co-
host of the pod and host of CNN's United Shades of 
America, talk about the latest political headlines and 
the newest episodes of his podcast. 

1/21/21 Post-Inauguration 
National Politics; 
'Super-Majority' 
Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins; 
Saving Civic Life; 
Poetry and the 
Inauguration

National News, 
Politics, Books, 
Local WNYC, 
New York State 
Budget, 
Inauguration, 
History, Poetry

Marc Fisher, senior editor at The Washington Post, 
talks about President Biden's calls for unity, and the 
many executive actions he took on his first day in 
office.  State Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins (D-35th), talks about this new 
legislative session and the Democrats' priorities and 
offers a response to the governor's budget 
proposals. Ethan Zuckerman, co-founder of Global 
Voices Online, associate professor of public policy, 
information, and communication, founder of the 
Institute for Digital Public Infrastructure at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, and author of 
Mistrust: Why Losing Faith in Institutions Provides 
the Tools to Transform Them (W. W. Norton & 
Company, 2021), talks about the loss of faith in civic 
institutions and what history and research show are 
the best ways for revitalizing and reforming civic life. 
Elizabeth Alexander, poet, educator, memoirist, 
scholar and president of The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, reflects on the young poet Amanda 
Gorman's poem from President Biden's 
inauguration, and the moment we're in. 
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1/20/21 It's Inauguration 
Day With Political 
Scientist Christina 
Greer; Political 
Rhetoric Historian 
Jennifer Mercieca

History, 
National News, 
Politics, 
Inauguration, 
Race 

As we await the swearing in of President Joe Biden 
and Vice President Kamala Harris, Christina Greer, 
political science professor at Fordham University, 
host of the podcast FAQNYC, politics editor at The 
Grio and author of Black Ethnics (Oxford University 
Press, 2013), offers analysis of the change of 
leadership and what comes next. Jennifer Mercieca, 
historian of American political rhetoric and associate 
professor in the department of communication at 
Texas A&M University, joins to discuss inaugural 
addresses of the past and previews the address of 
President-Elect Joe Biden. Followed by NPR Special 
Coverage from Washington. 

1/19/21 Trump's Last Day in 
Office; Meet the 
Candidate: Zach 
Iscol; The Latest 
COVID News; Cities 
Call for 
Immigration 
Reform

Politics, 
National News, 
Local WNYC, 
COVID 19, 
Trump, Biden, 
Inauguration, 
Immigration, 
Vaccines, 
Election 2021

On his last full day in office, Susan Glasser, staff 
writer for The New Yorker, CNN global affairs analyst 
and co-author, with Peter Baker, of The Man Who 
Ran Washington: The Life and Times of Jim Baker III 
(Doubleday, 2020), reflects on Trump's tenure, 
including the norms he blasted through, the major 
policy decisions, the two impeachments and the 
insurrection he incited. Zach Iscol, military veteran, 
founder of the non-profits Headstrong and 
Hirepurpose, now running for the Democratic 
nomination as NYC mayor, talks about his mayoral 
campaign. Jessica Malaty Rivera, infectious disease 
epidemiologist and science communication lead at 
The COVID Tracking Project, talks about the latest 
COVID-19 news around the country. Bitta Mostofi, 
commissioner of the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs, talks about the call from a coalition of 
municipal leaders for a new approach toward 
America's immigrants, including a path to citizenship 
and more attention to immigrants in addressing the 
pandemic.  
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1/18/21 Rep. Bonnie 
Watson Coleman; 
MLK Day National 
Politics; NJ's AG 
Gurbir Grewal; 
Rev. William 
Barber; Teachers 
Talk MLK Jr. and 
the Insurrection

Politics, News, 
National News, 
Racism, 
Protests, COVID 
19, History, 
Poverty, Racial 
Justice, Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Education

Gurbir Grewal, attorney general of New Jersey, talks 
about the work his office has been doing to fight 
systemic racism in the criminal justice system, and to 
support police reform efforts in New Jersey. William 
Barber, president and senior lecturer of Repairers of 
the Breach, co-chair of the Poor People's Campaign, 
pastor of Greenleaf Christian Church in Goldsboro, 
NC, architect of the Moral Monday Movement and 
the author of We Are Called to Be a Movement 
(Workman Publishing Group, 2020), talks about how 
he carries on Martin Luther King, Jr's legacy in his 
work on the Poor People's Campaign, and how he 
foresees the Biden administration will tackle 
poverty. Teachers call in to share how they are 
teaching their students about Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., especially in a year when so many marched for 
racial justice, and how they are approaching the 
January 6 insurrection with their students (and how 
these things relate).  

1/15/21 Rep. Pascrell on 
the Week in DC; 
Vaccine & COVID-
19 News; 
#AskTheMayor; A 
Hard Year For 'Dry 
January'

Politics, News, 
National News, 
Science, Health, 
Local WNYC, 
COVID 19, 
Vaccines, 
Impeachment, 
Bill de Blasio

U.S. Representative Bill Pascrell (D-NJ 9) talks about 
this past week in Congress and looks ahead to the 
new term. Dara Kass, MD, emergency medicine 
physician at Columbia University Medical Center and 
Yahoo News medical contributor, talks about the 
latest COVID-19 news. New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio takes calls from listeners and discusses this 
week in NYC. Listeners call in to share why they are 
participating in abstaining from alcohol for the 
month of January, and how it's going during the 
pandemic, and the tumultuous political moment. 
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1/14/21 Call Your Senator; 
Previewing the 
Governor's Race in 
NJ; The Capitol 
Attack in History; 
Vaccine Eligibility 
Explained

National News, 
News, Politics, 
New Jersey, 
Governor 
Murphy, COVID 
19, Vaccines, 
History, Capitol 
Insurrection 

Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator (D NY), talks about 
the Senate response to the attack on the Capitol and 
what to expect when the Democrats gain control of 
the Senate. Nancy Solomon, managing editor for 
New Jersey Public Radio and WNYC, talks about Gov. 
Murphy's chances for re-election, as some 
progressives are upset with him, and at least one 
Republican challenger has just dropped out. Timothy 
Snyder, professor of history at Yale University and a 
permanent fellow at the Institute for Human 
Sciences in Vienna, offers historical context for the 
attack on the U.S. Capitol. After dragging his feet, 
Governor Cuomo added more categories for vaccine 
eligibility to include New Yorkers over 65 and 
immunocompromised individuals. Fred Mogul, 
WNYC's healthcare and medicine reporter, and 
Karen Yi, WNYC reporter covering New Jersey, talk 
about the latest vaccine news in New York and New 
Jersey and answer your questions. 

1/12/21 The Extremists' 
Plans; Mayoral 
Candidate Loree 
Sutton; New York 
State Sen. Myrie; 
Congress Moves on 
Impeachment

National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, Election 
2021, Albany, 
Governor 
Cuomo, 
Technology, 
Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Impeachment

Andrew Marantz, staff writer at The New Yorker and 
author of Antisocial: Online Extremists, Techno-
Utopians, and the Hijacking of the American 
Conversation (Viking, October 8, 2019), talks about 
how online extremists are planning to organize in 
the days leading up to and on Inauguration Day and 
whether the de-platforming of Donald Trump and 
apps like Parler will make a difference or if it's much 
too little, too late. Loree Sutton, MD, retired 
brigadier general who served as the Army’s highest-
ranking psychiatrist, and former commissioner of 
New York City’s Department of Veterans’ Services, 
now vying for the Democratic nomination for NYC 
mayor, talks about her mayoral campaign. Zellnor 
Myrie, New York State Senator (D-20th, including 
parts Brownsville, Crown Heights, East Flatbush, 
Gowanus, Park Slope, Prospect Heights, Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, South Slope, and Sunset Park in 
Brooklyn) and Elections Committee chair, talks about 
the new Senate session and reacts to Gov. Cuomo's 
State of the State address. Susan Page, USA Today 
Washington bureau chief, discusses the latest on 
what the House of Representatives is doing on 
impeachment and the 25th amendment, days after a 
pro-Trump mob violently overran the Capitol 
Building.
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1/13/21 LIVE: Special 
Coverage of the 
House of 
Representatives 
impeachment 

News, 
Impeachment, 
Trump, Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Breaking News 

We're taking NPR’s Special Coverage of the House of 
Representatives impeachment debate with analysis 
from Brian and his guests and your calls. Guests 
include: Jonathan Lemire, White House reporter for 
the Associated Press and political analyst for 
MSNBC/NBC News, who surveys the scene in 
Washington as Congress begins impeachment 
proceedings against President Trump, for the second 
time. Jessica Roth, professor of Law at Cardozo 
School of Law and former federal prosecutor, 
answers legal questions related to impeachment 
proceedings against President Trump. 

1/11/21 Monday Morning 
Politics; The Latest 
on COVID; Medical 
Debt and the 
Pandemic; Best 
Photo Results

COVID 19, 
Health, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Politics, 
Congress, 
Vaccines, 
Healthcare, 
Personal 
Finance, 
Photography, 
Life

Mike DeBonis, Congress and national politics 
reporter for The Washington Post, talks about the 
latest on a second impeachment of President Trump, 
following the attack on the Capitol, and other 
national news.  Wafaa El-Sadr, University Professor 
of epidemiology and medicine at Columbia 
University, the director of ICAP at Columbia 
University, and director of the Global Health 
Initiative at the Mailman School of Public Health, 
talks about the latest COVID-19 news and takes your 
calls.   Elisabeth Benjamin, vice president of Health 
Initiatives at the Community Service Society and co-
founder of the Health Care for All New York 
Campaign, talks about her report on nonprofit 
hospitals suing patients over debts during the 
pandemic, and proposed legislation to address the 
issue. Every year, The Brian Lehrer Show asks 
listeners to submit the best photo sitting on their 
phone (no babies, no pets). Between the pandemic, 
the racial justice movement and the challenges to 
our democracy, the submissions this year were 
especially poignant. Laura Roumanos, executive 
director, and co-founder of Photoville and Laylah 
Amatullah Barrayn, documentary and portrait 
photographer and frequent contributor to The New 
York Times, talk about their favorite pictures from 
the set, and how they were emblematic of the year.  
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1/8/21 The Pro-Trump 
Insurrection; Sen. 
Cory Booker; The 
New Congress and 
Racial Justice; 
Ranked Choice 
Voting Explainer; 
Ask the Mayor

COVID 19, Local 
WNYC, National 
News, Politics, 
Health, 
Vaccines, 
Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Ranked Choice 
Voting, Racial 
Justice, Bill de 
Blasio, 
Technology

Brandy Zadrozny, investigative reporter for NBC 
News, where she mostly covers misinformation, 
disinformation and extremism on the internet, talks 
about the events that led up to Wednesday's breach 
on the Capitol, and how the event is being viewed by 
Trump's most ardent supporters and far right 
activists. Cory Booker, U.S. Senator (D, NJ), talks 
about Wednesday's attack on the U.S. Capitol and 
what comes next. Listeners call in to share how they 
think the new Democratic Congress will be able to 
advance racial justice, plus talk about their priorities 
for the next Congress. With ballots in the mail for 
the Queens 24 special election, the first in the city to 
use ranked choice voting, Susan Lerner, executive 
director of Common Cause New York, and Jagpreet 
Singh, lead organizer at Chhaya, explain how it 
works and answer your questions. Bill de Blasio, New 
York City Mayor, takes calls from listeners and 
discusses this week in NYC.

1/7/21 Reps Rice and 
Jeffries, Plus Molly 
Ball and Malcolm 
Nance on the Pro-
Trump 
Insurrectionists; 
Council Member 
Mark Levine on 
Vaccine Rollout

COVID 19, 
Health, National 
News, Politics, 
Breaking News, 
Capitol 
Insurrection, 
Congress, 
Trump, 
Vaccines, Local 
WNYC

First, Molly Ball, Time Magazine's national political 
correspondent and the author of Pelosi (Henry Holt 
and Co., 2020), talks about the events of yesterday's 
in the nation's capital. Then, U.S. Rep. and House 
Democrats Chairman Hakeem Jeffries (D NY-8th, 
Brooklyn and Queens), followed by U.S. Rep. 
Kathleen Rice (D NY-4th, Long Island), talk about 
yesterday's insurrection and what comes next for 
Congress. The COVID-19 vaccine rollout has been 
slow in the city. New York City Council Member and 
Health Committee Chair Mark Levine (D, district 7, 
Washington Heights, West Harlem, Upper West 
Side) talks about how he thinks the city can speed 
things up, and shares what he knows about when 
and where people can expect to get vaccinated. 
Malcolm Nance, national security and 
counterterrorism analyst for MSNBC and the author 
of The Plot to Betray America: How Team Trump 
Embraced Our Enemies, Compromised Our Security, 
and How We Can Fix It (Hachette Books, 2019), talks 
about white supremacist extremism and yesterday's 
attack on Congress.
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1/6/21 Georgia's Special 
Election; Violence 
Interrupters in 
NYC; Busting 
COVID Vaccine 
Myths; LA's COVID 
Crisis

COVID 19, 
National News, 
Politics, Local 
WNYC, Los 
Angeles, Health, 
Vaccines, 
Community, 
Safety 

Dave Weigel, national political correspondent for 
The Washington Post and author of The Trailer 
newsletter, runs through the big political stories of 
the day including the much-anticipated Georgia 
runoff and the electoral college certification. Iesha 
Sekou, CEO of Street Corner Resources and an anti-
violence activist, talks about the importance of 
violence interrupters, their role in creating more 
hospitable neighborhoods amid surges in violent 
crime, and the challenges they face due to the 
pandemic. Ruth Karron, M.D., professor at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, director 
of the Center for Immunization Research and 
founding director of the Johns Hopkins Vaccine 
Initiative, breaks down the facts and busts the myths 
surrounding the COVID-19 vaccines. Los Angeles 
County officials say COVID is "everywhere" and are 
urging residents to take extreme precautions. Rong-
Gong Lin II, Los Angeles Times metro reporter 
focused on earthquakes and the novel coronavirus, 
talks about that and how local hospitals are being 
crushed under a huge wave of COVID-19 cases.

1/5/21 Priorities for NYC's 
Next Mayor; The 
Vaccine Rollout in 
NY and NJ; Top 
Risks: 2021; How 
Will You Spend 
Your Stimulus 
Check?

National News, 
News, Politics, 
COVID 19, Bill se 
Blasio, Local 
WNYC, World 
News, Economy, 
Relief Bill 

Brigid Bergin, WNYC City Hall and politics reporter, 
talks about how the race for mayor is shaping up as 
listeners call in on the issues that matter to them. 
Elizabeth Kim, senior editor for Gothamist, and 
Karen Yi, WNYC reporter covering New Jersey, talk 
about vaccine distribution, hospitalization capacity 
and potential for more lockdowns in New York and 
New Jersey. Ian Bremmer, president of Eurasia 
Group and GZero Media, host of GZERO World with 
Ian Bremmer and the author of Us vs. Them: The 
Failure of Globalism (Portfolio, 2018), previews the 
top political risks ahead for 2021. Stimulus checks 
have started to go out. What will you do with yours?
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1/4/21 Rep. Mikie Sherrill; 
NYS Sen. James 
Sanders, Jr.; COVID 
Latest; Your 2021 
Resolutions

National News, 
Local WNYC, 
COVID 19, 
Health, Life

Mikie Sherrill, U.S. Representative (D, NJ-11), talks 
about the latest national political news. James 
Sanders Jr., New York State Senator (D-10th district), 
talks about his proposal to end the stock transfer tax 
rebate to raise money for cash-strapped New York, 
and other legislative priorities ahead of the next 
session, which is about to begin. With the holidays 
behind us, and months of cold weather still ahead of 
us, Leana Wen, emergency physician, professor at 
George Washington University, contributing 
columnist for The Washington Post, CNN medical 
analyst, and former Baltimore Health Commissioner, 
runs through the latest COVID numbers and vaccine 
news. Listeners call in to talk about their New Year's 
resolutions, if they have any this year... including 
how different they are this year because of the 
pandemic, whether their resolutions are always 
geared toward personal happiness and more. 

1/1/21 WNYC's Time 
Capsule: A Special 
Episode

Life, Local 
WNYC, Health, 
COVID 19, 
Election 2020

No one expected this year to look the way it did. The 
coronavirus pandemic has upended our lives. Racial 
injustices continue to fill us with outrage and shame. 
Presidential politics are testing the strength of our 
democracy. But in 2020 we also saw the resilience of 
essential workers, the resourcefulness of 
communities, the power of technology to keep us 
connected. The election turned out more voters 
than ever before, and a new generation of 
protesters confronted systematic racism.  It was an 
extraordinary year full of stories that we'll tell for 
the rest of our lives, and to make sure we don't 
forget, we're putting together a 2020 Time 
Capsule that we'll pry open in 2030 and revisit those 
stories and lessons. 

https://www.wnyc.org/story/wnycs-2020-time-capsule/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/wnycs-2020-time-capsule/

