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Section I. Issues 

WRTI has identified the following issues in our listening community as significant issues 
this quarter: 

● Culture – General cultural issues and events, as well as the historical character 
of Philadelphia and its environs with special emphasis on COVID-19 and helping 
listeners and the arts community cope with the pandemic. 

● Music Education and Appreciation – Including all aspects of classical and jazz 
music, its performance, and the historical development of instruments and 
particular pieces of music. 

● Music Masters – Information and insight into jazz and classical music legends, 
and up-and-coming talents, local, national and international. 

● News from the region, the nation and the world relating to arts and culture. 
● Community awareness – Including alternatives for a range of nonprofit services 

available in Philadelphia and the tri-state region. 
 

  



Section II.  Responsive Programs 

The station has dealt with the above-referenced issues in the following programming. 

Special Broadcast Content:  WRTI regularly invites classical and jazz artists and 
community music groups to the station for live broadcasts. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic all live studio sessions were put on hold. These WRTI LIVE sessions, 
moderated by a WRTI host, are broadcast from the station’s on-site performance studio 
and are rebroadcast from previous sessions.  The sessions typically last 25-30 minutes 
and also include Facebook Live videos posted on WRTI’s Facebook page. Information 
about specific broadcasts is set forth in Section III. WRTI Special Broadcast Content. 

Digital Content. WRTI is expanding its arts coverage to include more web-based 
content. WRTI hosts announce the availability of its digital content at least once each 
day-part, usually over the course of a week. This digital content may include text, audio, 
images, and video. Information about specific digital content is set forth in Section IV. 
WRTI Digital Content. 

Public Service Announcements. WRTI educates the community about a variety of 
nonprofit services and organizations through regular public service announcements.  
These spots acquaint listeners with places and organizations offering help or support for 
medical, social, environmental, educational and other services aimed at a variety of age 
groups. Section V. Public Service Announcements contains the text and log for these 
public service announcements. 

Listeners’ Music Requests.  Like other media, WRTI is expanding how it delivers 
content to listeners. WRTI listeners respond to programming and request content in 
diverse ways, including online through Facebook and through website feedback 
mechanisms. Each Wednesday from noon until 3 pm, the station opens the classical 
playlist to listeners’ classical requests.  Similarly, each Wednesday from 9 pm until 
midnight WRTI opens the jazz playlist to listeners’ jazz requests. In both cases requests 
are made in advance by means of an online form, accessible on the station’s website.  
Section VI.  Listeners’ Music Requests contains WRTI data relating to the number of 
listener requests for each genre, and the corresponding number of requests the station 
filled in a given week.   

  



Section III. WRTI Special Media Broadcast Content  

Included below is a sample of WRTI special broadcast content for the 3rd quarter: 

 

Ongoing - The Morning Meditation: Music of Calm, Hope and Renewal. A daily 
feature that provides a focal point for listeners to tune in and consciously take a break 
from the non-stop flow of news and information associated with the pandemic. 
 
Ongoing - WRTI Loves Local. A campaign that puts more local artists and groups on 
the air and online, reminding listeners of the performers in the community unable to 
work during COVID-19 who need their support now more than ever. 
 
July 6, 2020.  WRTI's NPR Live Sessions Video of the Week: Pianist, composer and 
arranger Victor Gould shares his tune "Ascension" in the WRTI 90.1 Performance 
Studio. Producer - 'Video of the Week' showcase an assortment of gifted artists from 
Philadelphia and surrounding areas WRTI Jazz Host and NPR Live Session Executive 
Producer J. Michael Harrison. 
 
July 13, 2020.  WRTI's NPR Live Sessions Video of the Week: "The Centipede" a 
song written by Steven Perry from The Boysie Lowery Living Jazz Residency. Recorded 
from a Live Studio Broadcast in the performance studio at WRTI 90.1 'Video of the 
Week' showcase an assortment of gifted artists from Philadelphia and surrounding 
areas, WRTI Jazz Host and NPR Live Session Executive Producer J. Michael Harrison. 
 
July 29, 2020. How Music Responds: Classical Music Tries to Reckon with Racism 

— On Social Media, Anastasia Tsioulcas, NPR News.   

  
August 10, 2020.  WRTI's NPR Live Sessions Video of the Week: Bethlehem The 
Vocussionist shares her piece "Evolution", which was written with her Tarima. Joining 
her is Tauhida Smith & Jack Drummond on violin and Darien P. Ebo on percussion. 
This video was produced and recorded at WRTI 90.1 in Philadelphia. WRTI Jazz Host 
and NPR Live Session Executive Producer J. Michael Harrison. 
 
August 17, 2020.  WRTI's NPR Live Sessions Video of the Week: "Another Place, 
Another Time" - This song was the title track from Lili's project released April of 2017. 
This performance features Philadelphia treasure, Larry McKenna, on tenor saxophone. 
Along with the rest of the band; Jonathan Whitney on drums, Dale Melton on organ/keys 
and Jeff Blount on bass. Performed at WRTI 90.1 Philadelphia. WRTI Jazz Host and 
NPR Live Session Executive Producer J. Michael Harrison. 

August 24, 2020. How Music Responds: Classical Album of the Week: Dawson's 
Negro Folk Symphony, The Birth of the American Symphonic Canon 
By HEATHER MCDOUGALL  
. 
 
August 30, 2020. How Music Responds: Marian Anderson's Legacy Secured in 
Newly Digitized Archives, But Her House Is In Jeopardy 
By MARK PINTO  

https://livesessions.npr.org/videos/victor-gould-ascension
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison
https://livesessions.npr.org/videos/the-boysie-lowery-living-jazz-residency-the-centipede
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison
https://www.wrti.org/post/classical-music-tries-reckon-racism-social-media
https://www.wrti.org/post/classical-music-tries-reckon-racism-social-media
https://www.npr.org/people/182335974/anastasia-tsioulcas
https://www.npr.org/people/182335974/anastasia-tsioulcas
https://livesessions.npr.org/videos/bethlehem-roberson-evolution/4.411925
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison
https://livesessions.npr.org/videos/lili-anel-another-place-another-time/0
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison
https://www.wrti.org/post/classical-album-week-dawsons-negro-folk-symphony-birth-american-symphonic-canon
https://www.wrti.org/post/classical-album-week-dawsons-negro-folk-symphony-birth-american-symphonic-canon
https://www.wrti.org/people/heather-mcdougall
https://www.wrti.org/post/marian-andersons-legacy-secured-newly-digitized-archives-her-house-jeopardy
https://www.wrti.org/post/marian-andersons-legacy-secured-newly-digitized-archives-her-house-jeopardy
https://www.wrti.org/people/mark-pinto


September 8, 2020.  How Music Responds: The Story Behind Louis Armstrong's 
Transition from Jazz Man to International Pop Sensation 

By JOSH JACKSON  

September 22, 2020.  How Music Responds: Rediscovering The Enormous Social 
And Spiritual Legacy Of Black Jazz Records 

By EDITOR • NPR 

September 23, 2020. How Music Responds: Five Decades On, An Eclectic Church 
Preaches The Message Of John Coltrane 

By ANASTASIA TSIOULCAS , NPR News 

September 29, 2020.  WRTI's NPR Live Sessions Video of the Week: WRTI 90.1 
jazz host J. Michael Harrison chats with Christian McBride and poet Sonia Sanchez 
about The Movement Revisited and more in WRTI's performance studio. Producer - J. 
Michael Harrison.    

 

 

https://www.wrti.org/post/story-behind-louis-armstrongs-transition-jazz-man-international-pop-sensation
https://www.wrti.org/post/story-behind-louis-armstrongs-transition-jazz-man-international-pop-sensation
https://www.wrti.org/people/josh-jackson
https://www.wrti.org/post/rediscovering-enormous-social-and-spiritual-legacy-black-jazz-records
https://www.wrti.org/post/rediscovering-enormous-social-and-spiritual-legacy-black-jazz-records
https://www.wrti.org/post/rediscovering-enormous-social-and-spiritual-legacy-black-jazz-records
https://www.wrti.org/post/five-decades-eclectic-church-preaches-message-john-coltrane
https://www.wrti.org/post/five-decades-eclectic-church-preaches-message-john-coltrane
https://www.npr.org/people/182335974/anastasia-tsioulcas
https://www.npr.org/people/182335974/anastasia-tsioulcas
https://livesessions.npr.org/videos/christian-mcbride-interview-with-christian-mcbride-sonia-sanchez/0
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison
https://www.wrti.org/people/j-michael-harrison


Section IV. WRTI Digital Content  

 

July 2, 2020: How Music Responds on WRTI: A Conversation with Writer Candace 

Allen.   

How does music help us find our identity and also bring people together with different 

backgrounds? Candace Allen—a contributor to the BBC and The Guardian, and author 

of Soul Music: The Pulse of Race and Music—shares her thoughts on recent events, 

and how music can respond, in a conversation with WRTI's Susan Lewis. 

 

July 30, 2020. How a Historic Philadelphia Music Program is Preparing Young 

Musicians for the Future—Virtually 

Philadelphia's All City Music Program has been teaching kids for over 70 

years. The All City Orchestra Summer Academy—ACOSA, now in its second 

year—is going one step further, teaching the technology skills students need 

to share their music in 2020 and beyond. 

 

Aug. 10, 2020 TIME IN with Violinist Sarah Chang: Hiking with Her Dog Chewie, 

Making Sushi, and Skydiving 

With a career as a concert soloist launched at a very young age, and then a debut with 

The Philadelphia Orchestra and the New York Philharmonic when she was just 8, 

violinist Sarah Chang is usually performing with world-class ensembles across the 

globe. In this TIME IN interview with WRTI’s Susan Lewis, she talks about how her life 

has changed since the pandemic has caused the arts world to shut down.  

 

Aug. 21, 2020 Why It's So Hard for WRTI's Bob Perkins To Pick Just One 

Favorite Charlie Parker Tune 

The great alto saxophonist and jazz icon Charlie "Yardbird" Parker was only 34 

years old when he died in 1955. During his short life, he became one of the most 

influential improvising soloists in jazz. As we celebrate Bird's 100th birthday week on 

WRTI starting on August 24th, Jazz Host Bob Perkins talks with Susan Lewis about 

why he's always been in sync with the music of Charlie Parker. 

 

 

Sept 16, 2020 Meet Seven Young Composers Featured on WRTI During Back-to-

School Week 

After two summers in residency at Temple University, the third season of Young 

Women Composers Camp (YWCC) was all virtual. The new format grew participation to 

50 composers, ages 13 to 24, from as nearby as Philadelphia and as far away as 

Turkey and Australia. Each completed a short piece for solo performer.  

https://books.google.com/books/about/Soul_Music.html?id=LV2YtgAACAAJ


During WRTI's Back-to-School celebration the week of September 14th, seven of the 50 

works created during this summer's YWCC were featured on the air. The seven 

composers, along with YWCC founder and director Erin Busch, spoke on Zoom with 

WRTI’s Susan Lewis about their works.  

 

Sept 23, 2020 Opera Philadelphia's New Digital Channel Delivers Opera in a 

Unique Way 

Although the COVID-19 shutdown has cancelled live performances, Opera Philadelphia 

has reinvented its 2020 season with a new subscription channel that uses a filmmaker's 

approach to opera's powerful music and theater. General Director and President David 

Devan talks with WRTI's Susan Lewis about the new Opera Philadelphia Channel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section V. Public Service Announcements  
 

The station broadcasts seven public service announcements (“PSAs”) each month as 
“live” reads by WRTI hosts.  Text for each of these PSAs are set forth below. The PSAs 
are broadcast as live reads at varying times once per day.  A sampling from each 
monthly schedule is set forth below.  
 
July 
PSA TEXT 
  
PSA 1  
WRTI would like you to know that due to the COVID-19 outbreak Philabundance is 
adapting its efforts to ensure area individuals and families have access to the food they 
need while preventing the spread of the virus. From finding food to learning how to help, 
use their online resources to take action today. Philabundance.org. 
 
PSA 2 
WRTI would like you to know that United Way is fighting to have everyone in our       
community count, by supporting the U.S. Census. And you can too. Get counted at 2020        
census dot gov today. 

 
   PSA 3 

WRTI would like you to know that The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Harvest 20-
20 initiative needs your help in putting an end to food insecurity, both during the Covid 
crisis and beyond.  PHS is asking all gardeners to plant more food crops this year with 
extra to share.  PHS has set up a distribution system to collect and deliver your extra 
produce to those in need.  To register, go to P H S online dot org or call The 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society at 215-988-8800. 
 
PSA 4 
WRTI would like you to know the American Red Cross continues to face a severe blood 
shortage due to an unprecedented number of blood drive cancellations amid this 
coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals are needed to donate now, and throughout 
the next few months, to help patients counting on lifesaving blood. More than 6,000 
blood drives have been canceled across the U.S., resulting in over 200,000 fewer blood 
donations.. To do your part and help save a life, please visit RedCrossBlood dot ORG. 
 
PSA 5 
WRTI and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania want you to know you can help stop the 
spread of coronavirus in Pennsylvania by practicing these six steps. 

1. One, wash your hands often. 
2. Two, cover your coughs and sneezes. 
3. Three, don’t touch your eyes nose or mouth. 
4. Four, clean surfaces frequently. 
5. Five, avoid other people who are sick. 
6. Six, stay home and avoid crowds. 

Visit Health dot PA dot gov for the most up-to-date and reliable information on COVID-19. 

 
 



PSA 6 
WRTI would like you to know that the volunteers at Caring for Friends are driven by 
their mission to alleviate the hunger and loneliness of our senior neighbors and others in 
the Philadelphia area who are isolated, homebound, or disabled. Find out more at 
CaringForFriends.org 
 
PSA 7 
WRTI WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW THAT the Veteran’s Crisis Hotline offers free, 

confidential support for Veterans in crisis, their families and friends. Qualified, caring 

Department of Veterans Affairs responders are available to talk, chat or text 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week…year round. 1-800-273-82-55, or Veterans Crisis Line dot NET. 

 

 
Day Date  Time  PSA Length 

WED 07/01/20         02:15a 1  30  

WED 07/01/20         05:15a 2  30  

WED 07/01/20  07:20a 3  30  

WED 07/01/20  01:15p 4  30  

WED 07/01/20  05:15p5  30  

WED 07/01/20  08:15p 6  30  

WED 07/01/20  09:15p 7  30 

 

FRI 07/10/20  02:15a 1 30  

FRI 07/10/20  05:15a 2  30  

FRI 07/10/20  09:15a 3  30  

FRI 07/10/20  12:15p 4  30  

FRI 07/10/20  05:15p 5  30  

FRI 07/10/20  07:15p 6  30  

FRI 07/10/20  11:15p 7  30  

 

TUE 07/28/20  02:15a 1  30  
TUE 07/28/20  03:15a 2  30  
TUE 07/28/20  06:15a 3  30  
TUE 07/28/20  12:15p 4  30  
TUE 07/28/20  02:15p 5  30  
TUE 07/28/20  06:15p 6  30  
TUE 07/28/20  09:15p 7  30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
August 
PSA TEXT 
  
PSA 1  
WRTI would like you to know that due to the COVID-19 outbreak Philabundance is 
adapting its efforts to ensure area individuals and families have access to the food they 
need while preventing the spread of the virus. From finding food to learning how to help, 
use their online resources to take action today. Philabundance.org. 
 
PSA 2 
WRTI would like you to know that United Way is fighting to have everyone in our       
community count, by supporting the U.S. Census. And you can too. Get counted at 2020        
census dot gov today. 

 
   PSA 3 

WRTI would like you to know that The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Harvest 20-
20 initiative needs your help in putting an end to food insecurity, both during the Covid 
crisis and beyond.  PHS is asking all gardeners to plant more food crops this year with 
extra to share.  PHS has set up a distribution system to collect and deliver your extra 
produce to those in need.  To register, go to P H S online dot org or call The 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society at 215-988-8800. 
 
 
PSA 4 
WRTI would like you to know the American Red Cross continues to face a severe blood 
shortage due to an unprecedented number of blood drive cancellations amid this 
coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals are needed to donate now, and throughout 
the next few months, to help patients counting on lifesaving blood. More than 6,000 
blood drives have been canceled across the U.S., resulting in over 200,000 fewer blood 
donations.. To do your part and help save a life, please visit RedCrossBlood dot ORG. 
 
PSA 5 
WRTI and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania want you to know you can help stop the 
spread of coronavirus in Pennsylvania by practicing these six steps. 

7. One, wash your hands often. 
8. Two, cover your coughs and sneezes. 
9. Three, don’t touch your eyes nose or mouth. 
10. Four, clean surfaces frequently. 
11. Five, avoid other people who are sick. 
12. Six, stay home and avoid crowds. 

Visit Health dot PA dot gov for the most up-to-date and reliable information on COVID-19. 

 
 
PSA 6 
WRTI would like you to know that the volunteers at Caring for Friends are driven by 
their mission to alleviate the hunger and loneliness of our senior neighbors and others in 



the Philadelphia area who are isolated, homebound, or disabled. Find out more at 
CaringForFriends.org 
 
 
PSA 7 
WRTI WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW THAT the Veteran’s Crisis Hotline offers free, 

confidential support for Veterans in crisis, their families and friends. Qualified, caring 

Department of Veterans Affairs responders are available to talk, chat or text 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week…year round. 1-800-273-82-55, or Veterans Crisis Line dot NET. 

 

 
Day Date  Time PSA Length 

THU 08/20/20  02:15a 1  30  

THU 08/20/20  03:15a 2  30 

THU 08/20/20  08:15a 3  30  

THU 08/20/20  01:15p 4  30  

THU 08/20/20  04:15p 5  30  

THU 08/20/20  06:15p 6  30  

THU 08/20/20  11:15p 7  30  

 

SUN 08/23/20  02:20a 1  30  

SUN 08/23/20  03:20a 2  30  

SUN 08/23/20  08:20a 3  30  

SUN 08/23/20  10:20a 4  30  

SUN 08/23/20  04:30p 5  30  

SUN 08/23/20  08:40p 6  30  

SUN 08/23/20  09:20p 7  30  

 

THU 08/27/20  12:15a 1  30  
THU 08/27/20  04:15a 2  30  
THU 08/27/20  09:15a 3  30  
THU 08/27/20  11:15a 4  30  
THU 08/27/20  03:15p 5  30  
THU 08/27/20  07:15p 6  30  
THU 08/27/20  09:15p 7  30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 



PSA TEXT 
  
PSA 1  
WRTI would like you to know that due to the COVID-19 outbreak Philabundance is 
adapting its efforts to ensure area individuals and families have access to the food they 
need while preventing the spread of the virus. From finding food to learning how to help, 
use their online resources to take action today. Philabundance.org. 
 
PSA 2 
WRTI would like you to know that United Way is fighting to have everyone in our       
community count, by supporting the U.S. Census. And you can too. Get counted at 2020        
census dot gov today. 

 
   PSA 3 

WRTI would like you to know that The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Harvest 20-
20 initiative needs your help in putting an end to food insecurity, both during the Covid 
crisis and beyond.  PHS is asking all gardeners to plant more food crops this year with 
extra to share.  PHS has set up a distribution system to collect and deliver your extra 
produce to those in need.  To register, go to P H S online dot org or call The 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society at 215-988-8800. 
 
 
PSA 4 
WRTI would like you to know the American Red Cross continues to face a severe blood 
shortage due to an unprecedented number of blood drive cancellations amid this 
coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals are needed to donate now, and throughout 
the next few months, to help patients counting on lifesaving blood. More than 6,000 
blood drives have been canceled across the U.S., resulting in over 200,000 fewer blood 
donations.. To do your part and help save a life, please visit RedCrossBlood dot ORG. 
 
PSA 5 
WRTI and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania want you to know you can help stop the 
spread of coronavirus in Pennsylvania by practicing these six steps. 

1. One, wash your hands often. 
2. Two, cover your coughs and sneezes. 
3. Three, don’t touch your eyes nose or mouth. 
4. Four, clean surfaces frequently. 
5. Five, avoid other people who are sick. 
6. Six, stay home and avoid crowds. 

Visit Health dot PA dot gov for the most up-to-date and reliable information on COVID-19. 

 
 
PSA 6 
WRTI would like you to know that the volunteers at Caring for Friends are driven by 
their mission to alleviate the hunger and loneliness of our senior neighbors and others in 
the Philadelphia area who are isolated, homebound, or disabled. Find out more at 
CaringForFriends.org 
 
 



PSA 7 
WRTI WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW THAT the Veteran’s Crisis Hotline offers free, 

confidential support for Veterans in crisis, their families and friends. Qualified, caring 

Department of Veterans Affairs responders are available to talk, chat or text 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week…year round. 1-800-273-82-55, or Veterans Crisis Line dot NET. 

 

 
Day Date  Time PSA Length 

FRI 09/11/20  02:15a 1  30  

FRI 09/11/20  03:15a 2  30  

FRI 09/11/20  07:20a 3  30  

FRI 09/11/20  11:15a 4  30  

FRI 09/11/20  03:15p 5  30  

FRI 09/11/20  06:15p 6  30  

FRI 09/11/20  09:15p 7  30  

 

WED 09/16/20  02:15a 1  30  

WED 09/16/20  03:15a 2  30  

WED 09/16/20  06:16a 3  30  

WED 09/16/20  12:15p 4  30  

WED 09/16/20  05:15p 5  30  

WED 09/16/20  06:15p 6  30  

WED 09/16/20  09:15p 7  30 

 

SUN 09/27/20  02:20a 1  30  
SUN 09/27/20  03:20a 2  30  
SUN 09/27/20  06:20a 3  30  
SUN 09/27/20  11:40a 4  30  
SUN 09/27/20  03:30p 5  30  
SUN 09/27/20  06:39p 6  30  
SUN 09/27/20  11:20p 7  30  



Section VI.  Listeners’ Music Requests — Classical and Jazz  
 

Classical — The graph below contains WRTI data relating to the number of listener 
requests and the corresponding number of requests the station was able to fulfill each 
week in the current quarter.  These requests pertain to classical selections aired from 
noon until 3 pm each Wednesday noted.  

 

 

Jazz — Jazz requests are broadcast every Wednesday night from 9pm until midnight 

on Jazz at Your Request.  This graph contains WRTI data relating to the number of jazz 

requests and the corresponding number of requests the station fulfilled each week in 

the current quarter.   

 


