
Issues and Programs, WSLU Repeater Station

January, February, and March 2021

This station operates as a satellite of the North Country Public Radio network, which produces extensive 
coverage of local and regional stories and issues on a daily basis and which is simulcast on all the NCPR 
stations serving this rural region.  NCPR’s news director and reporters, as well as the station manager 
and program director, talk with listeners regularly and frequently to gather information about 
community concerns and issues.  In addition, the station uses broadcast and digital platforms to 
encourage listeners to share their thoughts and concerns by phone, mail, email and social media.  All 
such comments receive a reply from station management and are often the basis for local and regional 
news and feature content. This content is all aired during the weekday morning regional news program 
The Eight O’Clock Hour and/or The Story of the Day, which airs weekdays at approximately 4:50pm, and 
is also available online for reading and listening at ncpr.org, and via a podcast. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all pieces range in length from 3 to 8 minutes. Here are some examples of the station’s 
treatment of key stories and issues in the coverage area. These stories can all be heard and read in 
entirety at ncpr.org.

COVID-19 & Vaccines:

More demand, confusion around COVID vaccines as NY expands eligibility

Jan 12, 2021 — More New Yorkers are now eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19, including 
everyone 75 and older as well as more frontline workers like teachers and grocery store clerks, but 
there’s still confusion and frustration about the state’s vaccine rollout.

Length: 2:27

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43018/20210112/more-demand-
confusion-around-covid-vaccines-as-ny-expands-eligibility  with audio at 
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43024/20210112/1-12-21-confusion-
and-frustration-over-vaccines

Jefferson County asks: what about our vaccines?

Jan 21, 2021 — President Joe Biden is putting into place a plan to get 100 million COVID-19 vaccinations 
in his first 100 days in office. But critics across the country say that has to be more than doubled — as 
supply issues threaten making a real dent in the coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing loss of life.

Length: 2:02

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43079/20210121/jefferson-county-asks-
what-about-our-vaccines
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NYS Offices for the Aging setting up vaccine appointments for the elderly

Feb 1,2021 - Getting the COVID-19 vaccine is a fairly simple procedure; signing up for it is 
proving to be a lot harder, especially for those uncomfortable with modern technology, like 
computers and smartphones. That’s where New York State’s Offices for the Aging are stepping 
in.

Length: 1:32

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43128/20210201/nys-offices-for-the-
aging-setting-up-vaccine-appointments-for-the-elderly

The smallest, oldest, most remote county in NY has a 40% vaccine rate

Feb 18, 2021 — More than 100,000 people in the North Country have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19, about 25% of the region’s population. A lot of vaccines are being administered at 
state-run sites, pharmacies, and hospitals. Hamilton County doesn’t have access to any of those 
places, and yet it’s vaccinated more than 40% of its population.

Length: 3:14

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43236/20210218/the-smallest-oldest-
most-remote-county-in-ny-has-a-40-vaccine-rate

Saranac Lake honors victims, survivors on COVID Memorial Day

Mar 01, 2021 — Saranac Lake is among the many cities and towns across the US marking 
Monday, Mar. 1 as COVID-19 Memorial Day to honor the victims of the pandemic. There are no 
events scheduled today in the village because of the pandemic. Mayor Clyde Rabideau says it's 
hard to grasp the impact COVID has had on the village, but he is feeling hopeful for the future.

Length: 3:46

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43301/20210301/saranac-lake-honors-
victims-survivors-on-covid-memorial-day

Here's how Jefferson County has played a key role in vaccinating the North Country

Mar 08, 2021 — Earlier this year, Plattsburgh and Potsdam were chosen as the state-run 
vaccination sites for the North Country. But Jefferson County believed they had the capacity to 
vaccinate a lot of people using their existing infrastructure. Amy Feiereisel reports.

Length: 2:59
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https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43347/20210308/here-s-how-jefferson-
county-has-played-a-key-role-in-vaccinating-the-north-country

US-Canada Border Issues:

US-Canada border re-opening a long way off, changes may linger says border expert

Jan 29, 2021 - Travel across the U.S.-Canada border has now been restricted for more than ten months.

Length: 4:39

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43115/20210129/us-canada-border-re-
opening-a-long-way-off-changes-may-linger-says-border-expert

Cross-border families struggle to adapt to a new normal

March 25, 2021 - Nearly a year since restrictions on non-essential travel across the US-Canada 
border took effect last spring, thousands of families find themselves split across an 
unprecedented divide. With definitions and quarantine rules that have changed and evolved, 
many have struggled to maintain relationships, a particular challenge for families with young 
children. Emma Jacobs reports.

Length: 4:04

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43455/20210325/3-25-21-a-year-of-us-
canada-cross-border-families-divided with audio at 
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43455/20210325/3-25-21-a-year-of-us-
canada-cross-border-families-divided

Stories of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion:

Gillibrand: A "more diverse and equitable" military at Fort Drum and nationwide

Feb 09, 2021 — NY Senator Kirsten Gillibrand will chair a panel on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee that affects everyday life for hundreds of thousands of military service members and their 
families, including those at Fort Drum near Watertown. News Director David Sommerstein speaks with 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand. 

Length: 6:01 

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43171/20210209/gillibrand-a-quot-more-
diverse-and-equitable-quot-military-at-fort-drum-and-nationwide
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Wild Side: How a trans forest ranger found herself in the Adirondacks

Jan 19, 2021 — A lot of people come to the Adirondacks to find themselves. Robbi Mecus made a career 
here as an Adirondack forest ranger and chased her passion as a rock and ice climber. Mecus also came 
out as a transgender woman and has become a role model for people who aren’t always seen and 
accepted by the outdoor community

Length: 9:29

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43054/20210118/wild-side-how-a-trans-forest-
ranger-found-herself-in-the-adirondacks

Website leak finds far-right militia members in St. Lawrence County

Mar 05, 2021 — A leak from a far-right militia group’s website shows a sizeable portion of its members 
are in the North Country.

Length: 3:56

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43334/20210305/website-leak-finds-far-right-
militia-members-in-st-lawrence-county

Police Reform:

The elephant in the room: Potsdam's police reform committee struggles to deal with racism

Jan 04, 2021 — Last month, two members of Potsdam’s police advisory committee resigned over 
disagreements over the group’s direction. The two people who left were the only two Black members on 
the committee, and they said the group was not tackling issues of systemic racism and policing as it was 
intended to do.

Length: 9:10

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42968/20210104/the-elephant-in-the-room-
potsdam-s-police-reform-committee-struggles-to-deal-with-racism

Potsdam policing committee is back at work and wants your input

Mar 03, 2021 — The Police Advisory Committee for the village of Potsdam has resumed work. 
The committee canceled a meeting last month after the only Black members said they wanted 
to resign in December. The re-organized group is now seeking public input about citizens’ 
interactions with village police through a survey.

Length: 2:47
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https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43321/20210303/potsdam-policing-
committee-is-back-at-work-and-wants-your-input

North Country police face calls to end 'systemic racism.' Many doubt it exists

Mar 09, 2021 — Conversations about systemic racism and policing are happening across the 
North Country right now, sparked by a statewide mandate to reform law enforcement agencies 
after the death of George Floyd last summer. The reform process has revealed deep divisions in 
the way people think about racial bias and policing in the North Country. Emily Russell reports.

Length: 6:46

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43335/20210309/north-country-police-
face-calls-to-end-systemic-racism-many-doubt-it-exists

Education:

How do North Country school districts plan next year's budget when there are still major gaps 
in this one?

Feb 05, 2021 — There of unknowns when it comes to school funding. Governor Cuomo outlined two 
wildly different school budget proposals depending on how much federal funding comes through. He’s 
been threatening this year to cut ALL school funding by 20 percent.

Length: 4:46

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43161/20210205/how-do-north-country-school-
districts-plan-next-year-s-budget-when-there-are-still-major-gaps-in-this-one

Land Use and Environmental Issues:

DEC has more responsibilities, needs more staff, says NYS Comptroller

Feb 08, 2021 — There's been a lot of growth in the Adirondacks in the last decade. More state land, more 
trails, more visitors, but there hasn't been a proportionate growth in DEC staff. That's part of the focus of 
a new report from New York Comptroller Tom DiNapoli, who says the DEC needs more resources to do 
its job.

Length: 2:54

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43167/20210208/dec-has-more-responsibilities-
needs-more-staff-says-nys-comptroller
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Drones give researchers new perspectives on the St. Lawrence River

Mar 10, 2021 — To the casual observer, the St. Lawrence River is one huge, wide body of water, but 
it’s actually a complex system of interconnected habitats, from deep water to shallow marshes, with 
pressures including dams and contaminants affecting its health along the way. Drones, it turns out, give 
scientists a bunch of new ways to map the river from above. Emma Jacobs has the story.

Length: 3:46

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43214/20210310/drones-give-researchers-new-
perspectives-on-the-st-lawrence-river

North Country Politics and Elected Officials:

As Trump Era ends in violence, Stefanik's loyalty "unwavering"

Jan 07, 2021 — This was a historic week for the nation and the North Country. On Monday, 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik announced her plans to object during the electoral count on Wednesday.

Length: 4:38

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42998/20210107/as-trump-era-ends-in-violence-
stefanik-s-loyalty-unwavering

Some North Country Trump supporters are ready for fresh start with Biden

Jan 21, 2021 — President Joe Biden called for unity and civility in his inaugural address at the U.S. 
Capitol Wednesday. He urged people to come together to heal a nation left deeply divided by a 
tumultuous four years.

Length: 6:49

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43075/20210121/some-north-country-
trump-supporters-are-ready-for-fresh-start-with-biden

Regional Economic Issues:

Adirondack tourism helps drive North Country 2% sales tax growth

Feb 11, 2021 — The coronavirus has had a devastating impact on the economy, with millions of 
Americans out of work, a $15 billion budget deficit in New York. The North Country has seen businesses 
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close and entire industries struggle, but a new report from State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli shows some 
growth in the region over the last year.

Length: 2:37

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43193/20210211/adirondack-
tourism-helps-drive-north-country-2-sales-tax-growth

Development threatens Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River fishing industry

Feb 12, 2021 — The Great Lakes' commercial fishery is nothing like what it was a hundred years ago. 
But from Lake Superior to Lake Ontario to the St. Lawrence River, there are still people who make 
their living catching and selling fish. However, they face increasing competition from hotels, condos 
and other developments for loading and docking space along the shoreline.

Length: 3:50

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42972/20210212/development-threatens-
great-lakes-st-lawrence-river-fishing-industry

Arts and Culture:

In a dark season, North Country painter says sharing art is "like a meditation"

Feb 10, 2021 — Every February, artist Takeyce Walter paints a new piece of art each day. She calls the 
project Creative February. This year she says more artists are joining her, connecting online and showing 
off their own art. Emily Russell caught up with Walter at her studio in Saratoga County to talk about the 
project and how her relationship with art has changed during the pandemic.

 Length: 4:12

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43180/20210209/in-a-dark-season-north-
country-painter-says-sharing-art-is-quot-like-a-meditation-quot
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