
Issues and Programs, WSLU Repeater Station

October, November, & December 2020

This station operates as a satellite of the North Country Public Radio network, which produces extensive 
coverage of local and regional stories and issues on a daily basis and which is simulcast on all the NCPR 
stations serving this rural region.  NCPR’s news director and reporters, as well as the station manager 
and program director, talk with listeners regularly and frequently to gather information about 
community concerns and issues.  In addition, the station uses broadcast and digital platforms to 
encourage listeners to share their thoughts and concerns by phone, mail, email and social media.  All 
such comments receive a reply from station management and are often the basis for local and regional 
news and feature content. This content is all aired during the weekday morning regional news program 
The Eight O’Clock Hour and/or The Story of the Day, which airs weekdays at approximately 4:50pm, and 
is also available online for reading and listening at ncpr.org. Unless otherwise indicated, all pieces range 
in length from 3 to 8 minutes. Here are some examples of the station’s treatment of key stories and 
issues in the coverage area. These stories can all be heard and read in entirety at ncpr.org.

COVID-19:

Searching for COVID-19 in your poop
Oct 12, 2020 — Researchers are finding ways to use wastewater sampling to detect the coronavirus 
before it spreads out of hand. Yes, as Clarkson University's Shane Rogers says, that means testing poop 

Length: 7:12

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42473/20201012/10-12-20-searching-for-covid-
19-in-your-poop?_ga=2.103391237.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

The first delivery of COVID-19 vaccines
Dec 02, 2020 — Governor Andrew Cuomo says it could take until next fall before enough people get the 
coronavirus for people to return to normal life. But the first doses may arrive by mid-December.

Length: 6:47

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42792/20201202/12-2-20-the-first-delivery-
of-covid-19-vaccines
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Franklin County reports 'unprecedented community spread' of COVID-19
Nov 09, 2020 — Franklin County is experiencing an 'unprecedented community spread' of COVID-19. In 
the last week, more than 40 people have tested positive for the virus. Health officials are urging 
residents not to socialize with anyone outside of their household and to stay home if they feel sick.

Length:3:33

2020 Election and Elected Officials:

The North Country's Republican wave and Elise Stefanik
Nov 04, 2020 — Rep. Elise Stefanik's decisive victory for the North Country's seat in Congress is another 
step in the Republican's rise in the party nationally. A look at Stefanik's growing profile.

Length: 7:10

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42629/20201104/11-4-20-the-north-country-
s-republican-wave-and-elise-stefanik?_ga=2.139714998.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007

Early voting was a success. Could Albany make it better?
Nov 10, 2020 — Early voting was so popular, lines were long across the North Country and New York 
State. Lawmakers are looking for improvements. 

Length: 6:41

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42660/20201110/11-10-20-early-voting-was-
a-success-could-albany-make-it-better?_ga=2.160631096.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007

A GOP election official who says the process worked
Nov 13, 2020 — President Donald Trump is refusing to recognize the results of the election. But in all 
states, and in the North Country, election officials agree the vote was safe, secure, and accurate.

Length: 7:53

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42686/20201113/11-13-20-a-gop-election-
official-who-says-the-process-worked?_ga=2.128697353.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007
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Profiling the 116th Assembly race
Oct 06, 2020 — The 116th is known as "the river district" because it winds along the St. Lawrence in 
Jefferson and St. Lawrence counties. Republican Mark Walcyzk is trying to defend a challenge from 
Democratic town supervisor Alex Hammond.

Length: 8:52

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42448/20201006/10-6-20-profiling-the-116th-
assembly-race?_ga=2.165324986.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

Land Use and Environmental Issues:

The great Adirondack road salt experiment
Dec 04, 2020 — Starting next winter, road crews will try to use less road salt in the Adirondacks, in an 
effort to reduce damage to plants and wildlife.

Length: 7:02

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42808/20201204/12-4-20-the-great-
adirondack-road-salt-experiment?_ga=2.127198472.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

Preventing algae blooms on Lake Champlain
Dec 03, 2020 — Runoff from lawns and farms can cause algae blooms on Lake Champlain, which can 
shut down beaches and hurt wildlife. Researchers near Missisquoi Bay are working with farmers to keep 
manure and chemicals from leaching into the water. 

Length: 7:05

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42800/20201203/12-3-20-preventing-algae-
blooms-on-lake-champlain?_ga=2.98763803.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

The world's largest rooftop greenhouse is in Montreal

Oct 07, 2020 — Greenhouses are a relatively small but growing portion of the agricultural economy in 
Quebec and Ontario. One of the newest is three football fields long and on a rooftop. Also: Stefanik 
leads Cobb in fundraising less than a month before Election Day.

Length: 6:43
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https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42454/20201007/10-
7-20-the-world-s-largest-rooftop-greenhouse-is-in-montreal

To permit or not to permit in the Adirondacks
Oct 09, 2020 — The full parking lots and clogged trailheads are persuading more people that a permit 
system may be necessary for the High Peaks.

Length: 6:30

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42465/20201009/10-9-20-to-permit-or-not-to-
permit-in-the-adirondacks?_ga=2.203546645.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

Child Care:

A child care provider teeters on the edge
Oct 08, 2020 — A child care center in Rouses Point took out loans to stay afloat, even though it's still 
losing money, just so parents will have somewhere to take their kids amidst a deepening child care 
crisis.

Length:7:57

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42461/20201008/10-8-20-a-child-care-
provider-teeters-on-the-edge?_ga=2.170500261.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

Manufacturers say child care essential to the economy

Oct 13, 2020 — Many people think of child care as a family matter, something for parents to worry about. 
But with a dire shortage of child care in the North Country, economic leaders say it should be a concern 
to everyone. 

Length: 7:47

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42482/20201013/10-13-20-manufacturers-say-child-
care-essential-to-the-economy?_ga=2.173801638.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007
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A homeschooling boom in the North Country and nationwide
Dec 17, 2020 — When parents had to choose between sending their kids to school in-person or going 
all-remote, some chose a third option: teaching themselves. Also: Republican Joe Griffo steps down 
from a leadership role in the State Senate.

Length: 7:30

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42887/20201217/12-17-20-a-homeschooling-
boom-in-the-north-country-and-nationwide

Balancing work with kids' remote learning can be excruciating
Dec 01, 2020 — Schools across the North Country have toggled between in-person and online learning 
for months now. That means parents don't know whether the kids will be home or not. And it's hard to 
make a living that way.

Length: 8:44

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42780/20201201/12-1-20-balancing-work-
with-kids-remote-learning-can-be-excruciating?_ga=2.198820138.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007

Police Reform:

Tensions over police reform in Potsdam

Dec 21, 2020 — The only Black members of a policing reform committee in Potsdam stepped down, 
saying the police department wasn't truly addressing concerns of systemic racism in law enforcement. 
Also: A prison in Watertown and a prison annex in Dannemora will close this spring, state officials 
announced.

Length: 07:26

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42907/20201221/12-21-20-tensions-over-
police-reform-in-potsdam?_ga=2.61476137.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

Policing "reinvention" underway in the North Country
Nov 18, 2020 — Police departments in New York State have to "reinvent" and modernize their policies 
and procedures by April. But is the public paying attention?

Length: 7:01
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https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42711/20201118/11-18-20-policing-
reinvention-underway-in-the-north-country?_ga=2.198380842.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007

Regional Economic Issues:

What legal cannabis will look like in Vermont 
Oct 23, 2020 — Governor Cuomo's efforts to legalize marijuana in New York has taken a back seat to the 
coronavirus response. But across Lake Champlain, Vermont is ready to roll out a marketplace for 
recreational cannabis sales. 

Length: 7:36

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42554/20201023/10-23-20-what-legal-cannabis-
will-look-like-in-vermont?_ga=2.165341370.460303401.1609132113-159341700.1596747007

New York promised universal broadband. Some people are still waiting.
Dec 22, 2020 — Gov. Andrew Cuomo said New York would make high-speed Internet accessible to all by 
2018. But the state's own fee is preventing some providers from hooking up everyone.

Length: 09:47

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42916/20201222/12-22-20-new-york-promised-
universal-broadband-some-people-are-still-waiting?_ga=2.128715913.460303401.1609132113-
159341700.1596747007

Arts and Culture:

'Tree House', a short film set in St. Lawrence County farm life
Oct 20, 2020 — A new short film by a trio of St. Lawrence County natives features the rolling farmland of 
the place they grew up.

Length: 2:00

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42525/20201020/tree-house-a-short-film-set-
in-st-lawrence-county-farm-life
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A minute a day keeps the blues away for Essex County musician

Dec 05, 2020 — The North Country is rich in musical talent but with venues closed and concerts virtual 
until the pandemic is over, it’s even harder for musicians to get their work to an audience. So earlier this 
year NCPR began featuring music by regional artists during our news programs. Jay, New York native 
Ben Caito sent in some tracks that we've been using so NCPR’s Doyle Dean reached out to him to learn 
more. 

Length: 5:20

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42787/20201205/a-minute-a-day-keeps-the-
blues-away-for-essex-county-musician

It's Art 4 Art's Sake: Despite pandemic, SLC Arts reflects on robust year to 
plan for regional celebrations

Dec 09, 2020 — Despite the pandemic, the St. Lawrence County Arts Council still had a booming year. 
Maggie McKenna says they, like many arts organizations, had to throw their planned calendar out the 
window and come up with creative ways to connect artists in St. Lawrence County. They broadcasted a 
55 episode web series, "Arts 4 Art's Sake," interviewing musicians, artists and poets from throughout the 
county and hosted multiple outdoor arts events including the Remington Arts Festival and Potsdam 
Porchfest. 

Length: 10:38

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42831/20201209/it-s-art-4-art-s-sake-despite-
pandemic-slc-arts-reflects-on-robust-year-to-plan-for-regional-celebrations
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