
Issues and Programs, WSLU Repeater Station

July, August, & September 2020

This station operates as a satellite of the North Country Public Radio network, which produces extensive 
coverage of local and regional stories and issues on a daily basis and which is simulcast on all the NCPR 
stations serving this rural region.  NCPR’s news director and reporters, as well as the station manager 
and program director, talk with listeners regularly and frequently to gather information about 
community concerns and issues.  In addition, the station uses broadcast and digital platforms to 
encourage listeners to share their thoughts and concerns by phone, mail, email and social media.  All 
such comments receive a reply from station management and are often the basis for local and regional 
news and feature content. This content is all aired during the weekday morning regional news program 
The Eight O’Clock Hour and/or The Story of the Day, which airs weekdays at approximately 4:50pm, and 
is also available online for reading and listening at ncpr.org. Unless otherwise indicated, all pieces range 
in length from 3 to 8 minutes. Here are some examples of the station’s treatment of key stories and 
issues in the coverage area. These stories can all be heard and read in entirety at ncpr.org.

COVID-19

Six months into COVID-19, St. Lawrence County helpers still providing the basics

Sep 22, 2020 — The coronavirus pandemic has stretched on for more than half a year now, taking its toll 
on people's health and economic well-being. It's also straining the network of not-for-profits that look 
out for those people’s basic needs of food, health, and housing.

Time: 2:44

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42349/20200922/six-months-into-covid-19-st-
lawrence-county-helpers-still-providing-the-basics 

'Back to Campus' audiodiaries: SUNY Plattsburgh's Emma Vallelunga moves in

Aug 25, 2020 — College students are heading back to campus this week in the North Country and 
awaiting them is a semester unlike any other, with hybrid and remote classes, take-out dining halls, and 
a lot of masks and social distancing. Starting today, we'll be following several students across the region 
through audio diaries as they go through their semester during the coronavirus pandemic.

Time: 4:29

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42202/20200825/back-to-campus-audiodiaries-
suny-plattsburgh-s-emma-vallelunga-moves-in 
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Waddington mayor raises COVID-19 concerns after "Back the Blue" parade

Jul 20, 2020 — Hundreds of people, including several North Country Republican politicians, gathered in 
Waddington Saturday afternoon to watch officers drive through town for a parade to support law 
enforcement and emergency responders.

Time: 1:03

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/41933/20200720/waddington-mayor-raises-
covid-19-concerns-after-back-the-blue-parade 

Black Lives Matter/Social Justice

String of racist acts across the North Country prompts hard questions for communities

Jul 31, 2020 — Since June, there have been dozens of protests, marches and rallies held across the 
North Country in support of the Black Lives Matter movement and against systemic racism. Yet over this 
same period of time, a series of racist acts have drawn headlines and alienated members of the region’s 
small Black population. Now communities across the North Country are grappling with how to explain 
and address these incidents.

Time: 5:10

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42019/20200731/string-of-racist-acts-across-the-
north-country-prompts-hard-questions-for-communities 

Four teens arrested for spraying racist graffiti in Bloomingdale

Jul 20, 2020 — Police have arrested four teenagers for spray-painting the N-word and two swastikas 
under a bridge in Bloomingdale in Essex County. As the Adirondack Daily Enterprise reported, in the 
Bloomingdale incident two 14-year-olds and two 15-year-olds are charged with a mix of felonies and 
misdemeanors including criminal mischief, a hate crime and aggravated harassment.

Time: :38

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/41934/20200720/four-teens-arrested-for-
spraying-racist-graffiti-in-bloomingdale 
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Regional Economic Issues

"It's not a cottage industry": amidst childcare crisis, researchers call for societal shift to view childcare as 
public good, profession

Sep 14, 2020 —The pandemic has revealed a childcare industry in crisis. North Country Public Radio has 
reported that the North Country is considered a “childcare desert.” There are too few available spots. 
Parents can’t afford it. Still, childcare providers are underpaid and pushed to the edge of closing. Yet, it’s 
the expensive and essential ingredient that enables the workforce to work. So, what do we do?

Republican and Democratic politicians are putting up proposals to hash out ways to temporarily prop up 
the industry. But many childcare experts are pushing for a fundamental shift in how we view and pay for 
childcare.

Time: 6:11

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42311/20200914/it-s-not-a-cottage-industry-
amidst-child-care-crisis-researchers-call-for-societal-shift-to-view-child-care-as-public-good-profession 

New York awards $17m in Lake Ontario flood resiliency grants

Aug 14, 2020 — More than 140 businesses along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River will get state 
money to make their properties less vulnerable to flooding. The state announced $17 million in grants 
Wednesday for businesses to make repairs and preventative upgrades to their properties such as 
converting to floating docks and elevating buildings.

Time: 1:08

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42120/20200814/new-york-awards-17m-in-lake-
ontario-flood-resiliency-grants 

'We can't compete with other agencies': The state of the North Country's childcare pipeline

Aug 10, 2020 — It’s an open secret that it is hard to get people to work in childcare. The pay is bad, and 
the work is tough. This leads to childcare shortages, something Sarah Maroun has personal experience 
with as the mother of a four-and-a-half-year-old. When she first learned that she was expecting, 
Maroun’s friends told her she had to get on lists for daycare immediately.

Time: 4:16

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42093/20200810/we-can-t-compete-with-other-
agencies-the-state-of-the-north-country-s-child-care-pipeline 
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From Massena to Eureka, border towns suffer from closed Canadian border

Aug 06, 2020 — The border between the U.S. and Canada has been shut down to non-essential traffic 
since March due to COVID-19. And border towns from Washington to Maine and across the North 
Country have been suffering.

Time: 4:08

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42047/20200806/from-massena-to-eureka-
border-towns-suffer-from-closed-canadian-border 

North Country prisons emptying as New York's inmate population plummets

Jul 23, 2020 — Since January, New York's prison population has plummeted by more than 6,000 people, 
a 13% reduction just this year. That’s a big deal in the North Country, where correctional facilities 
employ thousands of workers. “This is one of the largest businesses in the North Country, one of the 
largest employers in the North Country,” said Sen. Betty Little in 2013. But this year’s decline in inmate 
population is part of a decades-long trend, putting the future of North Country prisons up in the air.

Time: 6:50

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/41958/20200723/north-country-prisons-
emptying-as-new-york-s-inmate-population-plummets 

Land Use and Environmental Issues

North Country artists, scholars take action to tackle climate change

Sep 07, 2020 — A month-long series of lectures, conversations, art exhibits and dance performances 
begins on Wednesday evening, as part of the North Country Art, Land, and the Environment Summit. It's 
a collaborative effort involving artists, experts, activists and the public to address the environmental 
future of the region.

Time: 6:09

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42266/20200907/north-country-artists-scholars-
take-action-to-tackle-climate-change 
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How to protect Ash trees in the Adirondacks from Emerald Ash Borer? Don't transport firewood

Aug 06, 2020 — Emerald Ash Borer has been found for the first time in the Adirondack Park along the 
Schroon River in Warren County. Emily Russell spoke with Tammara Van Ryn from the Adirondack Park 
Invasive Plant Program about the potential impacts of the Emerald Ash Borer in the Adirondacks.

Time: 3:35

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42065/20200806/how-to-protect-ash-trees-in-
the-adirondacks-from-emerald-ash-borer-don-t-transport-firewood 

State Politics

"Misery on Main Street": North Country leaders prep for economic turmoil if Congress doesn't pass 
state, local aid

Sep 09, 2020 — Congress is back in session this week and much of the focus is on the next coronavirus 
relief package. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says a vote on a new bill could come as early as 
this week. One major part of that legislation that leaders in the North Country are looking for is funding 
for state and local governments.

Time: 3:01

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42285/20200909/misery-on-main-street-north-
country-leaders-prep-for-economic-turmoil-if-congress-doesn-t-pass-state-local-aid 

North Country control room plans to crack down on businesses to force facemask compliance

Jul 02, 2020 — All New Yorkers are still required to wear a face mask when out in public and maintain 
physical distance from others. It’s still important and highly effective to keep social distance and 
continue thorough hand washing at home and out in public. Testing is now available to anyone. Tests at 
state-run sites are free. All insurance carriers also cover diagnostic coronavirus tests.

Time: 9:59

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/41812/20200702/north-country-control-room-
plans-to-crack-down-on-businesses-to-force-facemask-compliance 
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Public Health and Wellness

Watch: From the horse's mouth, an equine vet's essential work

Aug 07, 2020 — It's a blistering hot and humid day in DeKalb Junction. It's the North Country and we're 
just not used to this. Dr. Dorothee Gilmore doesn't seem fazed. She's here to do an annual checkup on 
four horses. She's busy and works while she talks. She says that things haven't slowed down for her, 
pandemic or not.

Time: 3:03

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/42028/20200807/watch-from-the-horse-s-
mouth-an-equine-vet-s-essential-work 
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